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THE INTERREGNUM. 


AD James continued in Fog'and till the 
meeting of the parliament, perhaps that 
affembly might have permicted him to enjoy the 
title of king, though they transferred the power 
and authority to another. Perhaps they might 
have enquired iato the Jegitimacy of the young 
prince; and, if that had been fatisfaCtorily 
proved, have trained him up in the Proteftant 
teligion, and advanced him to the thron. un the 
death of his father. But thefe, and all the other 
advantages, of which the king might have availed 
himfelf, he effeftually loft by his folly and im- 
prudence. By his own rafh and precipitate 
flight, he had done his utmoft to involve the 
kingdom in anarchy and confufion; and dif 
covered his unconquerable averfion to the meet- 
ing of a frec parlianent. By fending his fon to 
France, he had manifefted a determined refolu- 
tion to :ear him in the fame religion, to which 
he was himfelf fo much attached. 

It therefore appeared expedient to leave that 
infatuated monarch to the guidance of his uwn 
councils, and to fettle the government in the 
moft rational manner. This, however, was a 
work of greater difficulty than could well be 
imagined. No parliament was at that time af- 
fembled; and, without a king, uo parliament 
could be legally aflumbled. Some lawyers, en- 
tangled in the fubtleties of their own profeifion, 
propofed that the prince of Orange should claim 
the crown by right of conqueft; fhould aflume 
the title of fovereign, and fummon a patlia- 
ment, which, being thus legally convuked by 
a kiog in pofleffion, might ratify any meafure 


that had been adupted before they affembk 
But this fugzcition being inconfiflent with 
the principles of liberty, on which alone | 
future throne could be erected, was pruden 
dechined by the prince, who, finding the gene 
opinion of the kingdom in his favour, refolved 
leave them to their own guidance aod direétic... 

The peers and bifhops, to the number of ninety, 
prefented an addrefs, entreating him to fummon 
a convention by circula: letters: to undertake, 
in the mean time, the adminiftration of govern- 
ment; and to concert meafures for the fecurity 
of Ireland. The prince thanked them for this 
proof of their confidence: but was {ull defirous 
of obtaining a more exprefs declaration in hie 
favour; and a very judicious expedient was 
propofed and ca.tied into executivn, 

All thofe who had been members of the houfe 
of commons during any parliament of Chatles 
the Second (the only parliaments whole eleGtion 
was fuppofed to have been free) were defired to 
aflemble, and to thefe were added the mayor, 
aldermer, and fitty of the common counci of 
the city. This was the moft equal reprefentation 
of the people, which could be convened in the 

refent conjunctur.. They immediately pre- 
ented an addrcfs, fimilar to that of the lords: 
and the prince, being thus countenanced by all 
the legal authority which could thcn be ohiained, 
fent circular Jetters to the feveral counties and 
corporations of England, requiring then, to» Let 
members for compofing a convention ‘Ihcfe 
orders were pundtually obeve’; and in the cor- 
vention met on the twenty-fecond uf January *, 
After 


*A.D. 
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After thanks were unanimouily returned by both | ceffary meafures for preferviug thefe bleffings, 
heufes to the nriace of Orange, for the fervices , and he prefumed not to interfere in their delibe- 
which he had rendered them, a remarkable vote ' rations. That he had beard of feveral meafures 
was in a few days paffed by a great majority of iP pofed for fettling the government of ‘S+ 
the commons, and tranimitted to the houfe of ' kingdom; fome recommended a regeat; others, 
peer fir bcirapprobation, It ‘imported, “That nv added, feemed difpofed to place the princefs 
« king James the Second, baying endeavoured fingly upon the throne, and that he fhould re! 
« ty ¢ bvert the conititution uf the kingdom, by by her courtefy: it was their duty to adopt that 
“ reaking the oriciral contract between king plan of adminiftration, which was moft advan- 
™ and people, end having, by the advice of Je- ‘ageous to the nation. That if they chofe to 
* fuits and other evil pe ions, violated the fun- ; adopt a regent, they fhould readily have his 
« damental laws, and -eithdraiea himfeif from | confent: he only thought it neceffary to ac- 
“the kingdom, had cdutcafed the government, | quaint them, that he was refolved not to be ¢haé 
« and that the throne was the, <ay become ra- j regent, nor even to engage in a fcheme, which, 
cant." This vote, whoa prefented tu the ‘he was ferible, muil be attended with num- 
unper heufe, met v tha violent oppofition ; but, _ berlefs inconveniencies. That no man could 
in confequence ci the defertion of fome ‘iories , have a more exalted opinion of the crincefs’s 
to the Whig pay, it was at lat agreed to pais , merit than he was impreffed with; but that he 
the vote ot the commons, without any alt ration | was of fach a difpofition, shat he could not think 
or amendirer.. A lung controverfy re{pefting ; of holding a crown dependent upon any woman. 
me or inal contract between hing and people; | Vhev mutt sherefoie, if they embraced either of 
and the trms abdicated or defirted, being ad- | thefe plans, fettle the udminiftration in the beft 
jutted by acquicfeing in the original vote of the | manuer they could: fur his own part it would 
commors, tae qneftion thee iemaining was, | be entircly out of his power to give them any 
« Whe thould fill the vacant throne?” | farther affiftance: his affairs abroad were toa 
Du:ing thefe tranfaftions, the prince of | impu.tant to te abandoned for fo precarious a 
Orarze behaved with wonderiul moderation, | dignity, or even tu allow him fo much leifure as 
He dic act etter’ to infuence the electi ns, | would be neceflary to intruduce order into their 
which were carried on with the moft pertect | disioinzed esvernment. 
freedom: he ordered the t.n0ps to depart from —_Thefe views of the prince were promoted ty 
all the towns where the voters aTembled. he ‘ the princefs herfelf, who, among many other 
fapprefied a tumultuous petition, which hac eltabipe poflefled that moft amiable of all 
been piefente? to the two hafes, though it was female virtues, an inviolable fidelity aud attach. 
calculated to promoi> his cvu interett: he ea- ment to ner hufband. When Danby and others 
tered into no intngues with the electors or the of her partaans tranfmitted dn account of their 
members: le obferved a viotound Lience, as if! propufitions in her favour, fhe exprefled the 
he had been tetaliv unconcer.2d in thefe ae _hughett difpleafure, and even difpatched their 
ceedings: arc fa far from couvanz fay a fiom | letters to her hutband, as a facrifice to conjugal 
the leaders of parties, h: d'd not cventr.at them duty. The princefs Anne alfo approved of the 
with his ufaal ability. fame plan for the public arrangement; and be- 
At loft, appr tenfive teat his filence might , ing flattered with the hopes uf a larger revenne. 
receive an improper cunurucdcn. he thuught | was wiling to be poftponed, in the order of fuc- 
proper to expreis his ftiments on the piefent | ceflion. To this fettlement of the crown, the 
occafion, He fent tor Wallitax, Shrewfbury, convention annexed a declaration of rights, 
Danby, and a few others; znd itormed ti) *m, where all the points, which had, of late years, 
that having been invited over t reftwe their been contefted between king and people, were 
laws and hoertics, he had undertaken the en- finally adjufled and determined; and the prs 
terprize, and had happiy accomplifhed his vur- rogative of the prince, and the privileges of the 
Tule: that it was the butinef: of the parliament, people, were mofe exaftly a(certained, and more 
now aflecbled with freedom, to concert the ne effeCtually fecured frony the future . enctoach- 
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ments of the fovereign, than in any former pe- 
riod of the Eaglig <iodhe , 









ee gh pinent. 
Orange arrrved: ; fobs ay and on tallow - 
ing day the Hf the two hoglts met in 


meribers 
the banqueting* houfe, where the printe and 
princefs fat in ‘ftite; ‘and* the of 
tights being read,:.the gisequis of Hellifax, 


fpeaker of the upper houfe, made a folemn 
tender of fhe crown to their highneffes, in the 


of name of the peers and commons of England. 


‘The priggeteccepted the ffer with many ex- 
prefivo® iF prattode, and on the fame day he 
the swere proclaimed by the names 
Within and Mary, king and queen of Eng- 
land, France, and Ireland. 


WILLIAM TR AND MARY IL. A.D. 1689. 


rluat the reader may be the better. en- 
abled to underftand the tranfaftions of this 
reign, it will be neceffary to pr re him with 
the ftate of parties at the time of the Revoigtion. 
During the latter part of the reign of James, 
the whole nation appeared to be of the fame 
opinion: Tories and Whigs unanimoufly agreed 
in oppofing his meafures: but no fooner had 
that infatuated monarch abandoned the govern- 
ment and withdrawn into France, than each 
party refumed its former prejudices. «> 
Though the Tories, when threatened with the 
utter deftruction of their religion and Ebesties, 
had renounced the pra€tice of paflive obedience 
and non-refiftance; they {till invariably adhered 
to the principle on which that doftrine was 
founded; the divine, indifputable, hereditary 
right of kings. And, though they,had heartily 
concurred with the Whigs in invitng the prince 
of Orange to their affiftance, their only inten- 
tion was to induce king James to alter his mea- 
fures, and regulate his conduct by the laws of 
their country. Of thefe feotiments were about 
half the lords, one third of the commons, and 
almoft the whole of the clergy. The Tories, 
however, were not perfe€lly unanimous in every 
particular. Some of them, underftanding the 
principle of paflive-obedience in its full extent 
and literal meaning, propofed the expedient of 
a regency, hoping, that, could they accomplifh 
that point, they fhould- at length be able to 
furmoynt the averfion which the nation had con- 


of Orange was declared king, they could not 
therefore comply with the public fettlement, 
nor {wear allegiance to the new fovereign; but 
compofed what was very properly termed the 
nonjuring party; whofe number indeed was not 
very conliderable, though joined and fupported 
by Dr. Sancroft, archbifhop of Canterbury, and 
silat other lords, as well {piritual as tem- 
ral. 
P Others imagined, that, though they could not, 
confiftently with their principles, promote the 
elevation of the prince of Orange to the firone ; 


yet, when fie was declared king, they might 


lawfully fwear allegiance to him, by means of 
the diftin@ion of a king de jure, and a king de 
facto; a diftinG@tion, authorized by the well 
known ffatute of Henry the Seventh, importing, 
that no perfon fhould be impeached or attainted 
‘for having allifted the king for the time being. 
Thefe, however, were fubdivided into two dif- 
ferent branches, on account of the two very dif- 
erent conclufions, which they drew f.om this 
diffin@iion. The firft fincerely bélieved that a 
king de facto was entitled to their obedienc>, 
and that they were bound to defend and fupport 
him, even in oppofition to the prince in whom 
they allowed the right ta be fill vefted. 

The other branch of the Tories, who were 
ufually denominated the High-fliers, entertaincd 
very different, and more abfurd fentiments. 
Availing themfelvet of the, dutinction between 
a king de jure, and a king de facto, they {wore 


ceived againft the aa of hing James, | allegiance to one fovereign, and at the fame 
e 


and facilitate his r 
Voz. III, No. 83. 


oration. When the prince | time held that allegiance due to another. They 
B 


bound 


6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


bound themfelves by the moft folemn oaths to 
pielurve a government, which they affirmed they 
were oblig.d in confcience to fubvert. “ This,” 
as lord Burngbroke juftly obferves, “ was to 
 juftity perfidy, to fanétify perjury, to deftroy 
“ che diflinction between right and wrong, and, 
‘© ay far as they were able, to teach mankind to 
“ call good evil, and evil good *.” 

‘Ihe Whigs were afo divided into two parties. 
One of thefe, being firongly inciined to repub- 
lican principles, refelved to take advantage of 
the prefent opportunity to retrench the power of 
tle crown, eatend the privileges of the people, 
and even perhaps to erect a democratic govern- 
ment on the ruins of the monarchy. ‘Some of 
them, indeed, went fo far as to affirm, that the 
whole government was diffulved; from whence 
a diffolution of all men’s properties, rights and 
honours, might have been juftly apprehended. 
But the majority of the Whigs, though thev had 
heartily concurred in producing the revolutivn, 
were firmly attached to the old conftitutton; 
and were even determined to adhere to the lineal 
fucceliion, fo far as was confiftent with the good 
of the public; which they rationally believed to 
be the end of all government. 

With regard to the ciergv, they had involved 
themfilves in fuch diticuhies, by inculcating 
the dé€tr.ne of pafiive-obedience and non-te- 
fiftance, taat they were long hefitating what 
courle to purfue. They could not, without re- 
nouncing their furmer principles, acknowledge 
the legality of Wiliam’s title: they had there- 
fore recourfe to the common diftmétion of a king 
de jure, and a king de faclo; and too many ot 
them drew the fame confequence from that dif- 
ti:.ction, as the rigid Tories; and {wore alle- 
giance to one k'ng, while they held that alle- 
giance due to another. But fuch of them as em- 
braced the new zovernient with more cordia- 


* The mec in; of the oth, in their opinion, was, that 
they were on'y b und tool the new king as au ufurper, 
While his ufurpation continued; Lut (iat tres were fhill at 
liberty to abit h ng Jame., if he fhould attempt to recover 
bis throne, ard mip. t even excrt then utmoit endeavours 
to effect ia. rc Suauon. Tat thefe were the festiments 
of this branch of toe Tourne., 1 tut too evident trom their 
eondu® during the wrolc ¢f Wanam’s reign, which the. 
laboured, with great afliduity, and with tou much fuccefs. 
to difturb and moleft, 


lity, were influenced by a notion, which feemed 
to accord with their principles: and admitted, 
“ that the prince of Orange had juft caufe to 
 Geclare war again{t the king; that fuccefs in 
“a juft war, ought to be contidered as the de- 
‘ cifion of heaven; and confequently, that the 
prince’s fuccefs gave him a right of conqueft 
** over king James, and entitled him to eve 
“ thing which was formerly poffeffed by that 
“ monarch.” ‘This idea is faid to have had a 
powerful influence on the whole body of the 
clergy, moft of whom fubmitted to the new 
eftablifhment. A few of them, however, more 
fcrupulous than the reft, ftill refufed to take the 
oath of allegiance, and refolved to continue 
among the Nonjurers. Such was the ftate of 
parties at the time of the Revolution; and this 
being remembered, will ferve to explain many 
incidents, which might otherwife appear to re- 
quire elucidation. 

The firlt a&t of William’s reign was to iffue 
a proclamation, confirming all Proteftants in the 
enjovment of the offices which they poffeffed 
under the former king. He then appointed the 
members of his councilt, who were generally 
devoted to his intereft, except the archbifhop of 
Canterbury and the earl of Nottingham; and 
thefe were admitted to oblige the Tories, whom 
it was thought imprudent to offend. Notting- 
ham and Shrewfbury were declared fecretarics 
of ftate; the marquis of Hallifax, keeper of the 
privy feal; and the earl of Danby prefident of 
the council. The two Jaft-mentioned noblemen 
poffeffed a confiderable thare of his majefty’s 
confidence; but the chief favourite was Ben- 
tinck, the firft commoner on the lift of privy 
counfellors, as well as groom of the ftole and 
privy-purfe. D’Auverquerque was appointed 
mafter of the horfe, Zuyleftein of the rabes, and 
Schomberg of the ordnance: the treafury, ad- 


vw 


«é 


+ The council confifted of the following perfons: the 
prince of Denmark, the archbifhop of Canterbury, the bi- 
fhop of London, the duke of Norfolk, the marquitfes of 
Hallifax and Winchefter; the carls of Danby, Lindfey, 
Oxford, Shrewfbury, Dorfet,and Miudlcfex, Bedford, Bath, 
Macclesfield, Nottingham; the vifcounts Falconbridge, 
Mordaunt. Newport, Lumley ; the lords Wharton, Mon 
tague, Delamere, Churchill, tir Robert Howard, fir Henry 
Capel, fir John Lowther, Mr: Bentinck, Mr. Sidney, Mr, 
Powle, Mr. Rufiel, Mr. Bofcawen, and Mr. Hambden. 


miralty 
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miralty and chancery, were put in commiflion; 
twelve able judges were appointed*; the earl 
of Devonthire was conftituted lord fteward of 
the houfhold, the earl of Dorfet, lord chamber- 
Jain, vifcount Newport, treafurer, and Mr. 
Wharton comptrollert. 

The diocefe of Salifbury becoming vacant by 
the death of Dr. Ward, the king beftowed it 
upon Burnet, as a reward for the fervices which 
he had performed during the Revolution. The 
archbifhop of Canterbury, who probably con- 
fidered the fhare which he had in that tranfaCtion 
as his greateft crime, ftrenuoufly refufed to con- 
fecrate Burnet; but being afraid of incurring 
the penalties of a premunire, he granted a com- 
miffion to the bifhop of London, and three other 
futfragans, to perform that office. 

The firft refolution taken in the new council 
was to convert the convention into a parliament, 
in order to remove ‘the obje€tions which might 
probably be raifed againft the validity of their 
proceedirigs, as they had not been convoked by 
the king’s writ of fummons. The eleétion of a 
new patiiament might be attended with too 
many delays; the members might not be fo fa- 
vourably difpofed towards the new fettlement, as 
thofe of the prefent affembly; and it was there- 
fore propofed that the king fhould, by his autho- 
rity, change the convention into a parliament, 
by going to the houfe of lords with the ufual 
ftate of a fovereign, and delivering a f{peech 
from the throne tu both houfes. This expe- 
dient was accordingly adopted. Fe informed 
them that he entertained the moft grateful fenfe 
of the confidence they had repofed in him, and 
would endeavour to conduét himfelf in fuch a 
Manner as never to forfeit their good opinion: 
that the fituation of Holland was fuch as re- 
quired their immediate afliftance: that the ftate 
of affairs at home likewife demanded their 


* The judges were fir John Holt, lord chef juftice; fir 
Wiluam Doiben, fir William Gregory, and Giles Eyre, 
Jultices of the king’s bench; tir Hensy Ballexten, lord chicf 
juftice, fh John Powel, fir Vhoma> Rok« by, Peyton Ven- 
tris, juftices of the common pleas, tir Robert Atkins, lod 
chief baron, fir Edward Nevil, Nicholas Lechmere, Jobn 
Turton, baron of the exchequer; John Mrenchard. chief 
jufuce of Chefter fir George Treby attorney general, 
John Summers, folicitor general, and Henry Powle, matter 
of the ralls. 


4, Lhe other officers of the houfhold were, fir John Low- 


attention: that a large fettlement was meceffary 
not only for the prefervation of domeftic tran- 
quillity, but alfo for the fupport of the Proteftant 
Intereft abroad; that he hoped they would con- 
cert the moft prudent and effe€tual meafures for 
promoting the welfare of the public: and aured 
them that nothing on his part fhould be wanting 
to accomplifh é defirable a purpofe. This 
{peech was not only applauded by the army, 
but by the whole nation. On the fame day, 
the lords brought in a bill “ to remove and pre- 
“ vent all queftions and difputes concerning the 
“ affembling and fitting of the prefent parlia- 
“ ment.” ‘This bill. being twice read, was im- 
mediately paffed, and-tran{mitted to the com- 
mons for their concurrence. 

The lower houfe went into a committee upon 
the fubje€t; and Mr. Hambden, their prefident, 
moved the queftion, whether a king elected by 
the lords fpiritual and temporal, and the com- 
mons affembled at Weltminfter, coming to, and 
confulting with fuch lords and commons, did 
not make as complete a parliament, and legifla- 
tive power and authority, to all intents and pur- 
pofes, as if he had caufed new writs to be 
iffued, and new elections to be made? The 
Whigs, fupported the athrmative; the Tories, 
the negative. ‘he latter, with fir Edward sev 
mour as their leader, alledged, that thé king’s 
writs were as neceffary as his prefence to the 
being of a parliament; and as the convention 
was deftitute of this- advantage, it could not, 
by any expedient, be vefted with a parliamen- 
tary authority. The Whigs replied, that the 
effence of a parliament coniifted in the meeting 
and joint confultation of the king, lords and 
commons, nor was it of any confequence, 
whether they were convened by writ or by let- 
ter, This afferticn they evinced by a variety of 
fimilar examples, drawn from the hiftory of Eng- 


ther, vice chamberiain; lord Montague, mafter of the 
great wardrobe; the bithop ot London, dear of the chapel; 
hud Lovelace, captain of the oand of penoncis: the duke 
ct Ormond, the earl of Oxford, the lords Mordauat, Luin- 
ley, and Churchill, gentlemen of the kirg’s bed-chamb r; 
th eal ot WiltMnre, fon of the marquis of Winchefier, 
lord chamberlain to the queen, Jot Huwe vice chins 
berlan; Mr Vilbers, great maiter .{ the horf+: the 
countefs of Derby fifter to the duke of Oi: ond, tirfi lady 
ot ue bed-chamber; and groom of the ttole to her mae 


jeity. 
Jand.. 
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land. For thefe reafons, the commons agreed to 
the bill, which immediately received the royal 
aflent; and trom that time the convention was 
denominated the parliament. The bill alfo or- 
dained, that this a& fhould commence from the 
thirteenth of February, the day on which the 
king and queen were advanced to the throne; 
and that, inftead of the old oaths of fupremacy 
and allegiance, the new oath fhould be admi- 
niftered to the members. 

Moft of the commons complied with this 
latter njunGion; but the oath was refufed by 
feveral ‘lords, as well {piritual as temporal. The 
Non-juring prelates were Sancroft, archbifhop of 
Canterbury; Turner, bifhop of Ely; Lake of 
Chichefter; Ken, of Bath and Wells; White, 
of Peterborough; Lloyd, of Norwich; Thomas, 
of Worccfter; and Frampton, of Gloucefter *. 
"The temporal peers, who refufed the oath, were 
the duke of Newcattle, the earls of Clarendon, 
Litchfield, Exeter, Yarmouth and Stafford; the 
Jordy Grithn and Stawel. Sancroft was a ti- 
mid and pufillanimous man, and a@led a very 
inconlittest, and even ridiculous part, during 
the whole affair of the Revolution. Thomas 
and Lake who died foon after, as well as 
the primate, never made their appearance in 
the houfe of lords. 

When the other five withdrew from the par- 
liament, they thought proper to recommend 
themfelves by a fhow of moderation, in confe- 
quence of which, they propofed a bill of tole- 
ration, and another of comprehenfion ; by which 
all moderate Prefbyterians might be reconciled 
to the church, and admitted to ecclefiaftical be- 
nefices, Such bills were a€tually prepared and 
prefented by the earl of Nottingham, who re- 
ceived the thanks of the houfe for the tafk he 
had undertaken. From this time may be dated 
the rife of the Non-jurors, who reje€ting the 
difiinétion of a king de jure, and a king de 
Ja to, as well as all other limitations, ftri€tly 
adhered to the principle of the divine right of 


* “The above mettioned prelates being fufpended for 
refuling to tke the oaths pref ribed by the new govern- 
met, wlich, trom their impheit devotion to hereditary 
night, they could not pres aii upon thenfelves to acknow- 
ledge, perfevered in ven se lation: in confequence of 
which, dix months afer their fulpenhon, they were all 
de; rived of their fees by the operation of the law, except 
Lane, who died m the interval, hav ing fubfcribed, on his 


kings, and were the authors of all the plots and 
confpiracies, which were formed again{t the new 
government. 

Nor was it long before the effets of their ma- 
lice began to appear: for, about this period, 
the king was informed by fome intefcepted 
letters, that the earl of Arran, fir Robert Hamil- 
ton, and others, had concerted a plan for re- 
ftoring the abdicated monarch. Stimulated by 
this intimation, he ordered all the confpirators 
to be inftantly arrefted, and committed to the 
Tower. The lords thanked him for the care he 
had taken of their liberties, and begged he 
would fecure all fuch as attempted to dilturb the 
public tranquillity, but the commons, appre- 
hending that this addrefs gave his majefty a 
power of difpenfing with the Habeas Corpus | 
a€t, thought proper to grant him that authority 
by a bill, which was accordingly introduced, 
and immediately paffed the two houfes without 
oppofition. 

This ftep was the more neceffary, asa fpirit 
of diffatisfa€tion began already to prevail in the 
army. “The royal regiment of Scotch horfe, 
which was quartered at Abingdon, almoft totally 
deferted; and their exampie was followed by 
five hundred of Dumbarton’s regiment, beaded 
by five captains. Thefe deferters immediately 
proceeded towards Scotland, and were fuppofed 
to have acted in concert with the earl of Arran, 
and the other confpirators confined in the Tower. 
They were inftantly purfued by general Ginckle 
with three regiments of Dutch dragoons, who 
foon compelled them to furrender. The only 
punifhment infli€ted on them was, that the 
were tranfported to ferve in Holland. The co- 
ronation oath, which had hitherto been con- 
ceived in very obfcure and ambiguous terms, 
being now rendered more explicit, that cere- 
mony was performed with great parade and 
magnificence on the eleventh of April, the bifhop 
of London officiating at the king’s requeft, in 
the character of the primate, who had refufed 


death-bed, a folemn fefiimonial of his firm adherence to 
the doétrinc of paflive obedicnce and non-refiftance (which, 
he faid the church of England inculcated) and of bis un- 
alterable refolution of reycéling the oaths, even if they had 
been tenderedto him at the peril of his life: a ftrong ex- 
ample of the force of prejudice, and of the tyranny of fue 
perftition over a weak mind! 


to 
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fo fubmit to the new government™. On the fol- 
lowing day, the commons in a body waited on 
their majefties, with an addrefs of congratulationf. 

William was very moderate in his principles 
of church government, and extremely averfe to 
all manner of perfecution. Confcious of the 
loyalty and attachment of his Proteftant fub- 
je@ts, he was willing to grant them fuch indul- 

ences, as might be confiftent with the fafety 
of the ftate. He propofed, by an aét of compre- 
henfion, to unite the moderate Prefbyterians to 
the body of the church; by a toleration to give 
eafe and liberty to thofe of more fcrupulous con- 
fciences; and, by removing the obftacles arifing 
from the act of uniformity, to admit, without 
exception, all his Proteftant fubjeéts into civil 
employments. 

The king, after an ineffe€tual attempt to re- 
peal the facramental teft, refolved to indulge the 
diffenters with a toleration ; and a bill for this 
purpote being prefented by the earl of Notting- 

am, after fome debate, a ftatute was enacted, 
under the title of, “ An aét for exempting their 
majefties’ Proteftant fubje&ts, diffenting from the 
church of England, from the penalties of certain 
laws, which are therein enumerated.” 

The fame indulgence was granted to Ana- 
dS and even to Quakers, on their promifing, 
before God, to be faithful to the king and queen; 
and their folemnly giving their affent to thofe ar- 
ticles which others ratified upon oath: they were 
alfo required to profefs their belief in the Trinity 


* The new form of the coronation oath was as follows: 
** Will you folemnly promife and {wear to govern the peo- 
* ple a this kingdom of England, and the deminions 
*€ thercto belonging, accoruing to the flatutes in parhament 
** agreed un, and the laws and cuftoms of the fame? 

** I folemnly promife fo to do. 

“© Wiil you, to the urmoti of your power, caufe law and 
“ aN a mercy to be executed in all your judgments? 

Twill. 

** Will vou, to the utmoft of your power, maintain the 
“ laws of God, the true profeflion of the g: fpel, and the 
* Proteftant reformed religion, a-by law eftablihed? And 
* wi'l ;ou preferve unto the bifhops and clergy of this 
* realm, and the churches committed to their charge, 
“ ail fuch rights and privilege-, a’ by law do or thall ap- 
“ pertain unto them. or any of them 

* Allthi. 1 promife to do.” 

Then the king or queen, laying his or her hand ite 
the gofpels, thall fay >» Thething , which | have here be- 
e as promifed, I will pertorm and geep. Su help me 


The corenat'on oath, it feems, had been altered for the 
ufe of king Jame; the promife, cuntained in the origiual 
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and the holy fcriptures. ‘William was fo fteady ’ 
in his principles of toleration, that he extended 
his indulgence even to the Catholics; and re- 
je€ted the propofals of fome zealots, who advifed 
him to enaét fevere penalties againft Popith recu- 
fants. Such a meafure, he obferved, would 
expofe England to the refentment of all the Pa- 
pifts of Europe, and might poffibly produce a 
new Catholic league, which would convert the 
war into a religious quarrel; nor could he expett 
protection would be granted to the Proteftants in 
Germany and Hungary, if he granted no lenity 
to the Catholics in England, : 

The next objeé&t which engaged the attention 
of the parliament, was the (clement of a re- 
venue for the fupport of the government. Be- 
fore the Revolution, the whole ftanding revenue 
of the ftate was in the power and difpofal of 
the prince, and was ufually denominated the 
revenue of thecrown. There was no diftinG@ion 
of what was allotted for the king’s ufe, and 
what was affigned for the fervice of the public, 
The king might therefore referve as much as he 
thought proper for his own ufe, and employ no 
more than he pleafed for the purpofes of the na- 
tion. It appeared, that, after the Reftoration, 
the public money had been conftantly mifap- 
plied; and large fums had frequently been con- 
fumed, without being appropriated to thg ufes 
for which they were originally granted. 

During the latter end of Charles’s reign, eleven 
hundred thoufand pounds had been granted for 


oath, for preferving the liberties of the people, having 
been left cut, and its place fupplied by anew cngagement 
for maintaming the prerogatives of the crown. State Fracts, 
vol. ii p. 19. 

+ The titles and honours, conferred on this occafion, 
were thefe: prince George of Denmark, now naturaized, 
was cicated baron of Oakingham, earl of Kendal, and duke 
of Cumberland; the marquis of Winc hefter was promoted 
to the rank of a duke, by the title of duke of Bolton; Wil- 
liam Bentunk, efq: groom of the ftole to his majetty, was 
cieated baron ot Cirenceiter, v:fcount Wooditock, and 
ea.| of Port anu; vifcount Falconberg, earl of Fale: aberg ; 
vifcount Mordaunt, earl of Monmouth; lord Montague, 
vifcount Mont-Hermer, and eat of Montague; John, 
lord Churchil’, earl of Mariburough; Henry Sidney, baron 
of Milton, and vifcount of sheepey in Kent: the vifcounts 
of Waterford and Keuis, two tmih peers, were ho.oured 
with Lng'uh tites of the fame dignity: lod Ceote was 
appointed tieuwrer and receive rgereral to her m jetty 3 
the duke of Qrmond, the eail of Devontlure; and marhhal 
Schomberg, were elected knights of the garter; and on 
Thomas Pilkington, lurd mayor of London, was conterred 
the honour of knighthood. 
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the building of thips, though not a fingle veffel fettled at fix hundred thoufand pounds, ont of 


was conftruéted: upwards of two millions were 
advanced for fupporting the triple league, which 
fum was fpeedily employed in breaking it; and 


the fum of twelve hundred thoufand pounds was | 


allotted for an a€tual war with France, when, at 
the fame time the Englifh were under every 
obligation to preferve peace with that nation, 
which they accordingly continued to maintain. 
To prevent the mifapplication of the public mo- 
ney, it was wifely refolved at the Revolution, 
that a feparate income fhould be allotted for the 
maintenance of the king’s houfhold, and the 
fupport of his dignity ; and that the reft of the 
revenue fhould be entirely fubje€ted to the con- 
trol of the parliament. It was alfo determined, 
that thefe {ums fhould be granted only from year 
to year, or at moft, fora very fhort period. 

‘This appropriation of the revenue, is one of 
the greatelt advantages produced by the Revo- 
Jution, and indeed the chief bulwark of the na- 
tional liverties ; as it deprives the.crown of the 
power of difpoling of the public money at plea- 
{ure, and obliges it to fubmit every article of 
expence to the examination of parliament. 
Without the frequent meeting of that affembly, 
the navy, the army, the ordnance, and all the 
operations of government, muft confequently be 
fioppad or impeded. The better to introduce 
this important change into the government, the 
Commons, in the firft place, voted, that the re- 
venue was expired by the vacancy of the throne ; 
and though it was ufually granted to the king 
for life, it was now refolved to grant no revenue 
but from year to year, or at moft for a fhort 
and limited term of years. This expedient the 
Whigs imagined would be the moft effe€tual 
way of fecuring their liberties, and engaging 
the king to merit a renewal of the grant, by a 
juft and popular adminiftration. 

When the revenue fell under confideration, 
they pretended, that, as it was burthened with 
many expences and anticipations, they had not 
time to examine the particulars with due atten- 
tion; and therefore they granted it by a provi- 
fional aft for one year only. The civil lift was 


“ By the hea-th-tax it appcared, that the number of 
houfrs in kngland and Wales, foon after the Reftoration, 
was about one million two hundred and thirty thoufand; 
and allowing &x perfons, at a medium to ey ery houfe, the 
numLe1 of peopleat that time muft have amounted tofeven 

tllions three hundred and eighty thoufand, 


which were to be paid the appointments of the 
queen dowager, the prince and princefs of Den- 
mark, the judges and marefchal Schomberg, to 
whom the parliament had already granted the 
fum of one hundred thoufand pounds, as a ree 
ward for his important fervices. It was like- 
wife voted that a conftant revenue of twelve 
hundred thoufand pounds fhould be eftablifhed 
for the fupport of the crown in time of peace. 

William was fomewhat difpleafed at the fe- 
vere réftraints which were impofed upon the ap- 
plication of the public money. He confidered 
them as marks of diffidence by which he was 
diftinguifhed from his predeceffors; and thought 
it an ungenerous retura for the fervices he had 
rendered the nation. The Tories did not fail 
to improve this opportunity to their own advan- 
tage. They endeavoured to perfuade the king, 
that they themfelves~ were the only real friends 
of monarchy; and that all the Whigs, notwith- 
ftanding their prefent profeffions of loyalty and 
attachment, were ftrongly infeed with repub- 
lican principles. Thefe fuggeffions operated on 
the mind of William, who, from thenceforth, 
began to alienate his affe€tions from thofe who 
were moft zealoufly attached to his intereft. 
This jealoufy, however, did not hinder him from 
ee a very popular and falutary meafure. 

Ie fent a meflage to the houfe of commons, 
importing, that he fhould be extremely willing 
to concur in any expedient they might deem 
neceffary, for a mitigation or total abolition of 
the tax on hearths*; which he underftood was 
a grievous impofition on the fubje€t; and this 
obnoxious impaft was accordingly abolifhed t. 
The commons were fo well pleafed with this in- 
ftance of his majefty’s generofity, that they pre- 
fented an addrefs of thanks conceived in the 
warmeft terms of duty and affe€tion. 

As a farther mark of their gratitude, they 
proceeded to confider of means for repaying the 
money which the Dutch had expended upon 
William’s armament. The fum total of their 
expences amounted to feven millions of guil- 
ders; and the commons granted fix hundred 


+ Notwithflanding the oppofition of the Tories to an 
indulgence which was calculated to render the new go- 
vernment popular, a bill for that purpofe was carried inta 
heaps to the great fatisfaGion of the public. Burnet, 

ndler, 


4 thoufand 
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thoufand pounds forthe diftharge of this debt. 
The jealoufy which the king had conceived 
againit the, Whigs, was greatly encreafed by a 
new project concerted by that party. They in- 
troduced a bill into the houfe for regulating the 
militia in fuch a manner, as would have rendered 
it, in a great meafure, independent both of the 
king and lords lieutenants of counties. As 
thefe were generally peers, the bill was reje€ted 
by the upper houfe: but this attempt confirmed 
the fufpicion of the king, who began gradually 
to eftrange himfelf from the Whigs *. 

The Tories had commiffioned Nottingham, in 
their colle&tive body, to make a tender of their 
fervices to his majefty; but they alledged, at the 
{fame time, that as they were in danger of being 
profecuted for their conduét during the late reign, 
they could not, without an act of indemnity, 
exert their endeavours in favour of the crown, 
without fubjeCting themfelves to the vengeance 
of their enemies. The king, influenced by thefe 
fuggeftions, difpatched a meflage to the houfe, 
recommending a bill of indemnity, as the beft 
means of terminating all controverfies, diftinc- 
tions, and difputes. He defired it might be ex- 
peditioufly prepared; and with fuch exceptions 
only, as fhould be indifpenfably neceffary for the 
vindication of public juftice, the fecurity of him- 
felf and his confort, and the fafety and welfare 
of the public. The commons thanked his ma- 
jefty for this inftance of lenity and indulgence. 

ut the defign was fruftrated by the Whigs, who 
proceeded fo flowly in the bill, that it could 
not be brought to a conclufion before the end 
of the feffion. They were determined to keep 
the lafh over the head of their enemies, till they 
fhould find a proper opportunity for ample ven- 
geance: they intended to make them fmart fe- 
verely for thofe fcenes of cruelty, injuftice, and 
oppreffion, which had been perpetrated under the 


former reign; and they alfo hoped, by the fear of | 


punifhment, to reftrain them from oppolition. 
_ The next ghjeét, which engroffed the atten- 
tion of the parliament, was an a¢t for fettling 


* The pecuniary concerns of the queen’s fifter, the prin- 
cefs of Denmark, occafioned warm debates at this period : 
her friends had endeavoured, in the preceding feffion, to 
procure a parliamentary augmentation of her annual allow- 
ance, as fhe was far from being fatishied with a revenue 
of thirty thoufand pounds, which her father had appro- 
priated to her ufe. William, on the contrary, confidered 
the income as more than fufficient for every expence which 


ll 


the fucceffion of the crown, according to the 
former refolution of the convention. A bill for 
this purpofe was introduced into the lower 
houfe, with a claufe difabling Papifts from fuc- 
ceeding to the crown: to which the lords fub- 
joined, “ or fuch as fhould marry Papifts;” ab- 
folving the fubjeft, in that cafe, from allegiance. 
The bifhop of Salifbury, by the king’s dire€tion, 
moved, that the princefs Sophia, duchefs of Ha- 
nover, and her pofterity, fhould be named in the 
a€t of fucceffion, as the next Proteftant heirs, 
after the iffue of the king, and thofe of the 
princefs of Denmark. This claufe was readily 
admitted by the lords; but ftrongly oppofed in 
the lower houfe, not only by fuch as were 
fecretly attached to the late king, but alfo by all 
the republican party. The latter confidered, that, 
on the death of the three perfons named in the 
fucceffion, theanonarchy of England might eafily 
be extinguifhed, anda commonwealth eftablifhed. 

The lords infifted upon their amendment; and 
feveral conferences were held between the two 
houfes. At length the bill, after depending two 
months, was laid afide for the prefent, in con- 
fequenceofan event, which feemed,infome degree, 
to difpe] the fears of a Popith fucceflor. This was 
no other than the happy termination of the preg- 
nancy of the princefs Anne, who, on the twenty- 
feventh of July, was delivered of a fon, aftegewards 
baptized by the name of William; and foon after 
the young prince was created duke of Gloucefter, 

If we confider that the Scots had experienced 
every {pecies of tyranny and oppreffion during 
the two laft reigns, it will not appear furprizing, 
that the Revolution fhould be accomplifhed 
with as much eafe in that kingdom as in Eng- 
land. The eftates having affembled, m confe- 
quence of a letter from king William, immedi- 
ately agreed to the following vote: ‘“ The eftates 
“ of the kingdom of Scotland find and declare, 
*“* that king James the Seventh, being a pro- 
“ fefled Papift, did afume the royal power, and 


| “ a€t as a king, without ever taking the oath 
‘© required by law; and had, by the advice of 


the maintenance of her family, or the fupport of her dignity 
requircd, But the majority of the houfe of commons 
agreed to the allowance of fifty thoufand pound,, payable 
out of the civil lift. From this time both the king and 
qucen treated the princefs (the queen’s fifter) with epn- 
temptuous neglect, and even teftified an ungenerous ani- 
mofity towards her, as if fhe had beenan alicnand an enemy, 


4 evil 
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evil and wicked counfellors, invaded the fun- 
damental conftitution of this kingdom, and 
altered it from a legal and limited monarchy 
to an arbitrary and ic power; and bad 
governed the fame to the fubverfion of the 
Proteftant religion, and violation of the laws 
and liberties of the nation, inverting all the 
ends of government, whereby he had for- 
feited the crown, and the throne was become 
vacant.” This vote was inftantly paffed into 
a law, and a commiffion granted to three of the 
members to repair to London, and make a ten- 
der of the crown to William and Mary, king 
and queen of England. At the fame time the 
epifcupal form of worfhip was abolifhed and the 
Prcfbs terian eftablifhed in its place. 

Some efforts, indeed, were made in favour of 
the abdicated monarch; but thefe were equally 
weak and ineffe€tual. The duke of Gordon 
continued, for fome time, to hold out the caftle 
of Edinburgh for James; but was at laft obliged 
to furrender at difcretion. The vifcount of 
Dundee, a gallant officer, and the foul of the 
Jacobin party in Scotland, afflembled a body of 
Highlanders, and declared for his old mafter*. 

He attacked the regular troops of Scotland, 
though reinforced with fome Englith regiments; 
and obtained a complete viGtory: but he loft his 
life in the attion; and his death put a period to 
the enterprize. A letter, difpatched by James 
to the eftates, met with fo untavourable a re- 
ception, that his meflenger was imprifuned, and 
afterwards, by was of contempt, ailm.fled with a 
pals inftead ot ananfwer. Ina word, the whole 
nat.on, a very few excepted, feemed to concur 
in renouncing allegiance to their old fovereign, 
and acknowkdging fu'smithon to the new 
government. James, however, did not abandon 
all hopes of being one dav able to re-afcend the 
throne ot his ancefturs. He had been received 
with great cordiality by the French monarch, 
who ailigned him the caftle of St. Germain for 
his refidence; fupplied his houfehold with every 
thing neceflary, and promifed to affift him, to 
the utmoft of his power, in recovering the ab- 
dicated crown. 

Notwithftanding thefe encouragements, the 
conduét of James manifefted no favourable idea 

* A party, fince properly diftinguifed by the reproach. 
ful appellation of Jacobites, (ecretly lurked among the To- 


nes; Wie fom their attachment .o te perf n or the fa- 
wily of the dethioned monarch, and an adherence to the 
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of his fpirit or underftanding. Te feemed ta 
be little affeCted with the misfortunes he had 
fuffered. He paffed the greater’ part of his 
time in hunting, or conferring with the Jefyits, 
of whofe fociety he profeffed himfelf a member. 
All his faculties appeared to be abforbed in bi- 
gotry and fuperftition. The Pope fupplied him 
with indulgences, while the Romans ridiculed 
him in pafquinades, The archbifhop of Rheims, 
feeing him return from his devotions, exclaimed 
with a contemptuous {neer: “ there goes a very 
“ honeft gentleman, who has factifced three 
“ kingdoms for a mafs.” 

Confidering the fituation of England and Scot- 
land, his only hope of fuccefs could depend 
upon Ireland. Tyrconnel, who commanded in 
that kingdom, was ftrongly attached to his in- 
tereft, but he thought proper to temporize with 
William, till he fhould receive reinforcements 
from France, which he eameftly folicited by 
letter. At length, after fome delays, the French 
fuccours were prepared, and the fleet was ready 
to oa to fea by the beginning of March. 

wis is faid to have offered an army of fifteen 
thoufand French foldiers to ferve in this expedi- 
tion; but James replied, that he was deter- 
mined to fucceed principally by the affiftance 
of his own fubjeéts, or perifh in the attempt. 
He therefore contented himfelf with about five 
thoufand French forces, and a great number ‘of 
experienced officers, who were embarked in the 
fleet at Breft, confifting of fourteen fhips of the 
line, fix frigates, three frre-fhips, and a fufficient 
number of tranfports. Lewis alfo fapplied him 
with arms for forty thoufand men, upon his ar- 
rival in Ireland; accommodafed him with a 
large fum of money, fuperb equipages, abun- 
dance of plate, and every thing neceffary for the 
camp and houfehold. At parting, he affeétion- 
ately embraced him, faying; “ the beft thing I 
“ can with you is, that] maynever fee you again,” 

On the feventh of March James embarked at 
Breft, in company with the count D’Avaux, who 
attended him in the charatter of ambaflador. 
He was detained in the harbour, by contrary 
winds, till the fourteenth of the month, when 
he fet fail, and on the twenty-fecond arrived at 
Kinfale in Ireland. 
monftrous do@rines of paffive obedience, and of divine 
ndefeafible hereditary right, withed to bring back the hin 
and invariably held, that none bur a Stagré could july 
be invefied with the regal charafter, 

Informed 
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informed of this circumftance, the Englith 
parliament prefénted an addrefs to the king, ex- 
preffing their deteftation of the prefent invafion, 
and promifing to defend his majefty’s perfon and 
government at the hazard of their lives and for- 
tunes. William had already difcovered that he 
had been deceived by Tyrconnel, and had iffued 
a declaration requiring the Irifh to abandon 
their arms, and fubmit to the new government. 
He now affembled a fleet of thirty fhips of war, 
and conferred the chief command upon admiral 
Herbert; but the armament was fo retarded by 
unavoidable accidents, that it was not ready for 
failing till the beginning of April. Ina few days 
James repaired to Cork, where he was received 
by the earl of Tyrconnel, who had collected an 
army of thirty thoufand foot, and eight thou- 
fand cavalry. Towards the latter end of March 
James made his public entry into Dublin in a 
triumphant manner. He was met at the caftle 
gate, by a proceflion of Popifh bifhops and 
priefts in théir pontificials, bearing the hoft, 
which he publicly adored. On the following 
morning, ‘having afflembled a council, he dif- 
miffed the earl of Granard, chairman, chief 
juftice Keating and other Proteftants, who had 
advifed the lord lieutenant to acknowledge the 
new government. To fupply their place, he ad- 
mitted the French ambaffador, the bifhop of 
Chefter, colonel Dorrington, and all the principal 
perfons who attended him in the expedition*. 
The Proteftants had fo little faith ia king 
James’s promifes, that they univerfally refolved 
to act on their defence. The inhabitants of 


* The fame day he publithed five proclamations: the firft 
feemingly in favour of his Proteftant fubjeéts, who had 
abandoned the kingdom, requiring them to return imme- 
diately on promife of his proteétion, to join him againft 
the princeofOrange. In the fecond he returned his grate- 
ful acknowledgements tohis Catholic fubjeéts for thesr fide- 
lity and attachment ; and enjoined fuch as were not actu- 

y in his fervice, to fecure their arms, till it fhould be found 
neceflary to employ them for his advantage. The third, 
contained an invitation to the fubjes to Fanly his army 
with provifions. In the fourth he enhanced the valuc of 
the coin. And by the fifth he fummoned a parliament to 
meet on the feventh of May at Dublin. At the fume time 
he created the earl of Tyrconnel a duke, and beftowed the 
command of the royal regiment on Dorrington, in the 
room of the duke of Ormond. 

+ When this bill of attainder was prefented to the king 
forhis allent, which, like a mercilefs tyrant, he readily gave, 
the {peaker of the commons informed him, “ that fome 
“ were condemned upon fuch evidence as appeared fatis- 
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Londonderry, alarmed at the report of a general 
maffacre, fhut their gates againft the regiment of 
the earl of Antrim, and determined to refift to 
the laft extremity. They acquainted the go- 
vernment of England with this refolution, as 
well as with the imminent danger, to which 
they were expofed; and they therefore implored 
Immediate afliftance. They were fpeedily fup- 
plied with fome arms and ammunition; but they 
did not receive any confiderable reinforcement 
till the middle of April, when two regiments 
arrived in Loughfoyl, under the command of 
Cunningham and Richards. ’ 

By this time, James had reduced Coleraine, 
laid fiege to Kilmore, and was advancing to 
Londonderry by long and hafty marches. 

In order to complete the deftruftion of the 
Proteftants, and totally extirpate their religion, an 
att of attainder was pafled by James againft all 
perfons of that perfuafion who were abfent from 
the kingdom, as well as againft thofe who re- 
tired into any part of the three kingdoms, who 
did not acknowledge king James's authority, or 
who correfponded with rebels, or were aiding 
or aflifting them from the firft of Auguft in the 
preceding yeart. 

Nor was James lefs arbitrary inthe executive, 
than in the legiflative part of his government. All 
vacancies in public fchools were fupplied with 
Popifh teachers, The penfion granted from the 
exchequer to the univerfty of Dublin was dif- 
continued ; the vice- provoft, fellows, and fcholars 
were ejected; the furniture, plate, and library 
were feized, without the leaft colour or pretence, 


“ fa€tory to the houfe, and all the reft upon common fame.” | 
Theanumber of Proteftants attainted this by act, amounted. 
to about three thoufand, including two archbifhops, one 
duke, feventeen earls, feven counteiles, twenty-eight vif 
counts, two vifcountefles, feven bifhops, eighteen barons, 
thirty~hree baranets, fifty-one knight, and eighty-three 
clergymen; all of whom “ were declared traitors, and ad-- 
* judged to fuffer death and forfeiture.” 

The feverity of this aét exceeded even that of the famous 
profcription of Rome during the laft triumvirate ; for more 
perfons were condemned in the little kingdom of Freland, 
than were profcribed at that time through the vaft extent. 
ofthe Roman empire. And, to render the blow itill more 
deftructive, the people fubjeéted to this cruel punifhment,. 
were deptived of all hope of forgivenefs, and all benefit of 
appeal; a claufe in the act having rendered the king’s pare 
don invalid, unlefs inrolled before the firit of Decembers 
and by a fubfequent law, the pean of Ireland wass 
declared independent of that of England, 


D. and 
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and in direét violation of the king’s prom ife to and was ftill the chief condu€tor of this confe- 


fupport them in the poffeifion of their rights and 
rivileges. He converted the college into a gar- 
rifon, the chapel into a magazine, and the apart- 
ments into prifons: Moore, a Catholic prieft, 
was nominated provoft; one Maccartv, of the 
fame perfuafion, was appointed library keeper; 
‘and the whole foundation was changed into a 
Catholic feminary. 


Some fhips arriving in the bay of Dublin, a_ 


proclamation was iflued, forbidding the Prote- 
ftants to affemble in any place of worfhip or elfe- 
where, on pain of death. By a fecond they were 


ordered to deliver up their arms, both offenfive , 
and defenfive, on pain of being treated as traitors. 


Lutterel, governor of Dublin, publifhed an or- 
dinance bv beat of drum, commanding the far- 
mers to biing their corn for his majefty’s fervice, 
within a limited time, or he would caufe them 
to be Aenved before their refpe€tive doors; and, 
by another ail the proteftants of a certain dif- 
trict were enjoined to depart to the diftance of 
ten miles from their habitations, on pain of im- 
mediate execution. Such were the gentle ex- 
pedients cmpiosed by James to regain the af- 
fuctions of bis ald fudjects: ; 

William, however, was fo little afraid of the 
fuccefy of this enterprize, that his principal at- 
tention was engroffed bv the general interefts of 
Europe. The great fcheme, which he had 
formed of a confederacy againft France, began 
about this time to take effect. “The princes of 
the empire, convened at the diet of Ratitbon, 
earnefi‘y impertuned the emperor to declare war 
againft the French king. The ftates-general 
ifued a Ceclaration againit the common enemy, 
chargin2 him with repeated violations of the 
treaty of commerce; and with having denounced 
war acainft the ftate, without the leaft pretext of 
juftice. The e'cétor of Brandenburgh declared 
war aganift France, as a power whofe infatiable 
ambition it was the duty of every prince to op- 

fe. The marquis de Caftanaga, governor _of 
the Spaniih Netherlands, publifhed a counter 
declaration tu that of Lewis, who had pro- 
ciaimed war againft his nafler. The emperor 
concluded a league offenfive and defenfive with 
the fiates-genmral, Ly which the contracting 
parties were obliged to excrt their whole united 
force avainft France and her allies. 

Wilam, who had been the original author, 


deracy, found no difficulty in -perfuading the 
Englith to undertake a war againft their old ene- 
mies and rivals. In confequence of a motion 
made by Mr. Hambden, the commons refolved, 
that if his majefty fhould think proper to en- 
gage In a war with France, they would, in a 
parliamentary way, enable him to carry it on 
with the utmoft vigour. 

An addrefs was immediately framed and pre- 
fented to the king, from the houfe of commons, 
affuring his majefty, that he might depend upon 
the ready afliftance of his parliament, according 
to the vote which they had paffed. 

Soon after a declaration of war was iffued 
againft Lewis, in which that monarch was ac- 
cufed of having unjuftly invaded the territories 
of the emperor, and denounced war againft the 
allies of England, in violation of the treaties 
concluded under the guaranty of the Englith 
crown. Six days before this proclamation, the 
war was more effettually declared by a naval 
engagement between the French and the Englith. 
After the return of the fleet which tranfported 
James to Ireland, Lewis difpatched another 
{quadron, commanded by Chateau Renaud, as 
a convoy to fome fhips laden with arms, am- 
ee and money, for the ufe of the re- 

els. 

Before they failed from Breft, king William, 
informed of their departure, detached admiral 
Herbert from Spithead, with twelve thips of the 
line, one fire fhip, and foyr tenders to intercept 
the enemy. He was forced by tempeftuous 
weather into Milford-haven, whence he direéted 
his courfe to Kinfale, fuppofing the French had 
departed from Breft, and that it was probable 
he fhould be able to come up with them on the 
coaft of Ireland. 

On the firft of May he difcovered them at 
anchor in Bantry Bay, and immediately refolved 
to engage them. ‘The French fleet confifted of 
twenty-eight fhips of the line, together with five 
fire fhips. They no fooner difcerned the Englith, 
than they weighed anchor, ftood out to wind- 
ward, formed the lise, bore down and began 
the action, which was maintained, for fome 
time, with equal bravery on both fides, notwith- 
ftanding the great difparity of numbers. Herbert 
tacked feveral times hoping to gain the wind of 
the enemy, or at leaft of bringing them to a 

clofer 
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tlofer engagement; but the French were fo ex- 
tremely cautious in bearing down, that he found 
it impoflible to effe€t his purpofe. At length, 
judging it imprudent to continue the combat 
with a fleet fo much fuperior, he ftood off to 
fea, and maintained a running fight till five in 
the afternoon, when Chateau Renaud tacked 
about and returned into the bay; and, as the 
Englifh fhips had fuffered fo much in their mafts 
and rigging as to be rendered unfit for further 
action, Herbert did not think proper to purfue 
them. Confidering the difparity between the 
two fleets, the Englifh- might think themfelves 
happy in coming off with fo inconfiderable a 
lofs; having only ninety men killed, and about 
two hundred and feventy wounded. The naval 
operations of the year, after the engagement in 
the bay of Bantry, were unimportant *. 

Herbert retired to the ifles of Scilly, where 
he expetted to meet with a reinforcement; but, 
being difappointed, he returned to Port{mouth. 
Soon after the king repaired to the fame place, as 
well to haften the refitting of the fleet, as to 
diftribute rewards among the officers and failors 
who had diftinguifhed themfelves in the ation. 
He dined with the admiral on board the Eliza- 
beth, declared his intention of creating him an 
earl, in confideration of his gallant conduét, be- 
ftowed the honour of knighthood on the captains 
Athly and Shovel, and gave a gratuity of ten 
fhillings to every private failort. 


The attention of the parliament was chiefly ° 


engrofled in raifing fupplies for the fupport of 
the war, in reverling attainders and judgments 
paffed in the late reigns, and in calling to ac- 
count the authors of the late illegal proceedings, 
as well as of the prefent mal-adminiftration.— 
The attainders reverfed, were thofe of lord 
Ruffel (whofe death in the act is declared mur- 
der), of Algernon Sidney, alderman Cornith, and 
lady Lifle. 

The houfe appointed a committee of privi- 
leges, to inquire into the cafe of the earl of De- 
vonfhire, who, in the late reign, had been fined 
thirty thoufand pounds, for affaulting colonel 
Culpepper in the prefence-chamber. ‘The com- 
‘mittee Having made their report, the lords de- 


* The French, however, affumed the honour of the 
day, and even reprefented it asa fivnal viétory. 


t ebout this time, the king puichafed the carl of Not- | 


clared, that the court of king's bench, in over- 
ruling the earl’s plea of privilege of parliament, 
committed a manifeft breach of privilege; that 
the fine was exceffive and exorbitant; and that 
no peer of the realm ought at any time to be 
imprifoned for non-payment of a fine to the 
king. 

Mr. Samuel Johnfon, chaplain to lord Ruffel, 
had written a pamphlet which had been ad- 
judged a libel; for which he was fentenced to 
be degraded, fined, fcourged, and fet in the pil- 
lory. This fentence was now reverfed, and the 
author recommended to his majefty for fome ec- 
clefiaftical preferment. He received a prefent 
of one thoufand pounds, and a grant of a pen- 
fion of three hundred pounds a year for his own 
life and that of his fon, who was likewife grati- 
fied with a place of one hundred pounds a year. 

Titus Oates applied to the lords for a reverfal 
of the judgment given againft him on his being 
convitted of perjury. He was difcharged from 
prifon; and the lords, at the requeft of the com- 
mons, recommended him to his majefty for a 
pardon, which he obtained, together with a 
competent annuity. 

The committee appointed to enquire in‘o the 
cafes of the ftate prifoners, found that fir Robert 
Wright, late lord chief juftice, had been con- 
cerned in the cruelties exercifed in the weft, af- 
ter the invafion of Monmouth; that he had 
been guilty of great enormities in the affair of 
Magdalen college; had been one of the ecclefi- 
aftical commitlioners, and one of the judges 
who had declared his opinion in the cafe of 
Eales, that the king might legally difpenfe with 
the ftatutes of the kingdom. 

They alfo found that Graham and Burton, who 
had aéted as folicitors in the illegal profecutions 
during the reign of Charles II. had been guilty 
of many crimes; particularly, of having been 
inttrumental in taking away the lives and eftates 
of thofe who had faffered the lofs of either, un- 
der colour of law, for the laft eight years; of 
having, by malicious indi€tments, informations, 
and profecutions of Que warranto, endeavoured 
the fubverfion of the Proteftant religion, and thé 
government of the realm; and of having diflipated 


tingham’s houfe at Kenfington, for tw enty thoufend pounds, 
which he converted into a royal palaoe. 


Many 
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many thoufand pounds of the public money in“ that barbarous manner, no quarter fhould be 


the courfe of thefe illegal proceedings *, 
Notwithftanding the critical fituation of af- 
fairs’ in Ireland, and the repeated applications 
made by the Proteftants, the fuccours were {p 
retarded, either by the difputes among the mi- 
nifters, or the negligence of thofe who had the 
management of the expedition, that James had 
remained fix months in that kingdom before the 
embarkation of the Englith army. At length 
eighteen regiments of foot, and five of dragoons, 
being raifed for the fervice, a train of artillery 
provided, and tranfports engaged, the duke of 
Schomberg, to whom king William had given 
the command of the forces, fet out for Chefter. 
On the thirteenth of Auguft, he landed in the 
neighbourhood of Carrickfergus, with about ten 
thoufand infantry and dragoons; the reft of the 
troops being detained fome time for want of 
tranfports. He immediately took poffeffion of 
Belfaft, whence the enemy retired at his ap- 
proach to Carrickfergus, which they refolved ‘to 
defend. The duke, having refrefhed his men, 
advanced to the attack of that place; and the fege 
was profecuted with fuch vigour, that, in a few 
days the befieged found it neceflary to furrender, 
en condition of marching out with their arms, 
and as much baggage as they could carry on 
their backs; and of being conduéted to Newry, 
the next Irifh garrifon. The reft of the troops 
being now arrived from England, the duke be- 
gan his march though Lilfburne to Hilfborough, 
and encamped at Drummore, where the Prote- 
ftants of the north had lately been driven by Ha- 
milton; and thence proceeded to Loughbrillane, 
where he was joined by the horfe and dragoons 
of Innifkiilin, who generoufly offered to a& as 


his advanced guard. Upon their approach the | 


enemy abandoned Newry, a very ftrong pais, 
after having fet fire to the town; but the gene- 
ral being informed of this circumftance, affured 
the duke of Berwick, the commanding officer, 
“ that if he continued to profecute the war in 


* Had the deteftable Jefferies been ftill alive, he would 
doubtlefs have experienced that infamous death which his 
numerous crimes deferved., But he died in the tower, 
September 18, 1689, foon after his commitment. Heex- 
preffed a thorough repentance for the many crimes of which 
he had been gully but, with regard to that part of his 
condu&é which bad expofed him to the moft cenfure, his 


given to the Irith.” 

Terrified by this menace, they abandoned 
Dundalk without doing any injury to the place; 
and Schomberg advancing thither, encamped 
on a low fwampy ground, having the town on 
the fouth, and being defended on every other 
fide by hills, bogs, and mountains. His army, 
compofed chiefly of recruits, little inured to hard- 
fhips, foon began to flag under the fatigue of 
marching, the inclemency of the weather, and 
the fcarcity of provifion. Here he was joined 
by the regiments of Kirk, Hanmer, and Stuart; 
and would have continued his march to Drog- 
heda, where he heard that Rofen was ftationed 


“with about twenty thoufand men, had he not 


been obliged to wait for the artillery, which had 
not yet arrived at Callingford, the place of its 
original deftination. 

James, having affembled all his forces, ad- 
vanced towards Schomberg, and approached in 
order of battle, within two miles of his intrench- 
ments; but the duke, knowing they were greatly 


fuperior in number of horfe, and that his own 


army was undifciplined, and greatly reduced by 
death and ficknefs, prudently declined a battle, 
and foon after the enemy thought proper to re- 
tire. 

Soon after their departure, a confpiracy was 
difcovered in the Englifh camp, conduéted by 
fome French Papifts, who had privately enlifted 
in the Proteftant regiments. One of thefe, 
named Du Pleffis, who had formerly been a 
captain in the French fervice, and obliged to fly 
the kingdom for murder, had tran{mitted a let- 
ter to the ambafflador D’Avaux, promifing to de- 


: fert with all the Papifts in the three French re- 


giments in Schomberg’s army, provided he might 
obtain a pardon in his own country. This let- 
ter being intercepted, Du Pleflis and five accom- 
plices were feized, tried by a court martial, and. 
executed. About two hundred and fifty Papifts. 
being difcovered in the French regiments, they 


behaviour in the weft, after the defeat of the duke of 
Monmouth, he folemnly declared, in his dying moments, 
that ali the cruelties which he had exercifed, were in- 
fmitely thort of the king’s dire@tions; and that he had 
even incursed his majefty’s difpleafure for having indulged 
the rebels with too much lenity, A wretched plea in exe. 
tenuation of his guilt! 

‘ were: 
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were inftaritly fecured, difarmed, fent over to 
England, and from thence to Holland, where 
they were fet at Hberty, 
- While Schomberg remained in his camp, he 
mitted the Ionitkilliners t6 make excurfions 
m the neighbouthood; nor had he any reafon 
to repent this indulgence: for on the twenty- 
feventh of September, he received an account, 
that upwards of a thoufand of them, under colo- 
nel Lloyd, had routed a body of five thoufand 
Irith; having, with very little lofs on their own 
fide, killed feven hundred of the enemy, and 
taken O'Kelly, their commander, with forty 
officers, and a confiderable number of cattle. 
The duke was fo well fatisfied with their gallant 
conduct, that he ordered all the Innifkillin troops 
to draw out, rode along the line with his hat 
off, and caufed the Dutch guards and the In- 
nifkillin foot to make three running fires; which 
were anfwered by Innifkillin horfe, by the 
cannon of Dundalk, and by the fhips which lay 
off the moutl of the river*. 

James's moft important enterprize was the 
fiege of Londonderryt. Before this town he 
appeared in perfon, with a large. army, com- 
manded by the marefchal de Rofen, de Mau- 
mont, general Hamilton, the duke of Berwick, 
and other officers of diftm&ion. But fo bold 
was the fpirit of the inhabitants, heightened by 
the report of a general maffacre, that inftead of 
tamely furrendering, they gallantly repelled all 
attempts to reduce the place, and even an- 
noyed the befiegers with their fallies. At length, 
however, weakened and diftrefled by famine, 
and diminified in number by peftilence, they 
were reduced almoft to defpair. “The bifhop of 
Meath being informed that Rofen had declared 
he would execute his vengeance on all the Pro- 
teftants of that country, and drive them under the 
walls of Londonderry, where they fhould be 
fuffered to perith by famine, he complained to 
sing James of the barbarous intention; entreat- 
ing his majefty to prevent its being carried into 


* A raging ficknefs continued to prevail in Schomberg’. 
camp, and fwept away great numbers of officers and {ol- 
diers; fo that in the beginning of next {pring, he had loft 
half his army. He was for his ina@ivity; and the 
king, in two feveral letters, defired him to come to an 
engagement eee an opportunity hould offer; but 
confidering that his own army was fo reduced by death and 
fichnefs, and that the enemy were thrica his number, well- 
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execution. That prince affured him that he had 
“already ordered Rofen to abandon ‘fo cruel a 
project; bit the Frenchman executed his threats, 
with the moft malicious rigour. In order finally 
to complete their depreflion, m this terrible ex- 
tremity, the marefchal de Rofen, in the abfence 
of James, colletted all the proteftants in the 
neighbouring country, to the number of ‘four or 
five thoufand, without diftinGion of age, fex; or 
condition, and cruelly placed them between his 
lines and the walls of the town; where many of 
them were fuffered to perth with husiite 
a perfuafion that the befewed would citigampliev® 
their friends or furrender the place. Bae 
barbarous expedient failed of its effect Sarre 
only to confirm the inhabitants in thir refolu- 
tion of perfevering to the laft. Happily, relief 
prefented itfelf; a reinforcement arrived from 
England with ammunition and provifiofi, and 
the befiegers thought proper to renounce the 
undertaking. 

General Kirk, apprized of their extreme ne- 
ceffity, had ordered three fhips to fail up the river. 
Thefe were the Montjoy of Londonderry, and 
the Phoenix of Coleraine, both laden with pro- 
vifion, and under the convoy of the Dartmouth 
frigate. The Montjoy advancing witlr full fail, 
broke the enemy’s boom; and all the three, aftet 
having fuftained a very hot fire from both fides 
of the river, arrived m fafety at the town, to’ 
the inexpreffible joy of the mhabitants. The 
army of James was fo difcouraged by the fuccefs 
of this enterprize, that they raifed the fiege the 
very next night; and retired with the utmoft 

recipitation, after having loft about nine thou- 
ane men in the attempt. 

The people of Innifkillin were no lefs remark- 
able than thofe of Londonderry foy their noble 
refolution in defence of the Proteftant caufe. 
They raifed a regiment confifting of twelve 
companies, and beftowed the command upon 
Guftavus Hamilton, whom they alfo appointed 
their governor. They proclaimed William and 






difciplined, healthy, and conduded by able officers, hedid 
not think it prudent to hazard a battle, the lofs of which 
might be attended with the moft fatal confequences, 

+ The duration of this fiege extended to one hundred 
and twodays. The befiegers are faid to have loft hy hotli- 
lity and difeate, above eight thoufand of their number; and 
the lofs of the garriion exteeded three thouland. Haulker’s 
Siege of Londonderry. - 
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Mary, whofe title they detegmined to maintain 
againft all oppofitien. 

Lord Gilmoy having befeged the caftle of 
Crom, in the neighbourhood of Innifkillia, the 
inhabitants of thax place threw fuccours into the 
fort, and ye the enemy to abandon the en- 
terprize. A. detachment of the garrifon, under 
lieutenagt-colonel Lloyd, made an excurfion 
into the enemy’s country, feized and demolifhed 
the caftle of Anghor, and returned home with 
a confidetable booty. Several other tkirmithes 
pafled between them and the Irith; in all of 
which they ftill obtained the advantage. On 
the day preceding the relief of Londonderry, 
they attacked and defeated fix thoufand Papits 
at. Newton Butler; and took their commander 
Marcarty, commonly called, lord Moncathel. 

The Lrith parliament having met at Dublin, ia 
— to James’s declaration, he addrefled 

m ina formal fpeech, in which he thanked 
them for their zeal and loyalty; expatiated on 
the generofity of the French king, who had af- 
forded an afylum to him, his queen, and his fon, 
and had now enabled him to vifit his dominions 
in perfgn, infifted upon executing his defign of 
eftablifhing ety of confcience, as the moft 
effe€tua] means of promoting the happinefs and 
welfare of his people; and promifed to concur 
with them in making fuch laws, as might tend 
to enfure the peace and tranquillity of the king- 
dom. Sir Richard Neagle, attommey-gencral, 
being chofen fpeaker of the commons, moved 
for an addrefs of thanks to his majefty; and 
that the count D’Avaux fhould be defired to offer 
their grateful acknowledgments to the mof 
Cnriftian hing, for the friendly affiftance he had 
rendered to their fovereign. This addrefs being 
framed with the concurrence of both houfes, a 
bill was introduced to recognize the king’s title, 
and to exprefs their abhorrence of the prince of 
Orange’s ufurpation, as well as of the defefiion 
of the Englith. 

On the followiag day, James iffued a decla, 
ration, addreffed to all his loving fubjeéts in the 
hingdom of England. He there complained of 
the many falfe and imviduous reports, which had 
been raifed and circulated againft his perfon and 
government; infifted on his own impartiality in 
preferring his Proteftant fubjefs to places of 
truft and profit; his care in prote€ting them 

* 4, D. 1699, 
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from their enemies, ia rede@ing thelr .pvi 
ances, aad indalgi them with liberty 
{cience, prom at be: withd take no 
without the confeat and comcemence of péslia- 
ment, ofering 9 free and parden %0 alt 
pesfons wha fhould, abandon his engmies, and 
join hin in twenty-four days alter his kandi 
in Irelands and attributing all the blood whi 
might be {pikt, to thofe who fhould centinue 
mm rebellion, 

With what fincerity he made thefe profeffions, 
foon appeared from hia fubfequent condudl; 
and as both houfea were chietly filled! with Ca- 
tholics, they were extremely ready to concur 
with him in all bis arbitrary and legal meafures: 
the rather, as thefe very meafures evidently 
tencled to their own advantage, and to effect 
the ruin and deftruCtion of the Proteftants. 

The difficulties of James now rapidly accu- 
mulated. Soon after the failure of the fiege 
of Losdonderry ; the duke of Schomberg, Jand- 
ed in Ireland with ten thoufand: men. But 
the impracticable nature of the country,! to 
which he was a itranger, and the declining fea- 
‘fon, prevented that experienced eral from 
making any progre[s palais the clofe of the cam- 
paign. During the winter, however, though his 
troops fuffered greatly by difeafe, he gained fome 
advantages over the Irifh; and William, in 
order to haften his operations*, and put at 
once an end to the war, came over in perfon, 
with a frefh army, the beginning of the next 
fymmer. : 

On the fourth of June, the king embarked 
for ireland, accompanied by prince George of 
Denmark, the duke of Ormond, the earls ot Ox- 
ford, Scarborough, Manchefter, and manv other 
perfons of diftin@ion; and on the fourteenth of 
the f&ame month, he landed at elie et 
from: whence he immediately proceeded to Bel- 
faft, — he ser by the dake of Sehom- 

: ince irtemberg, major-sengral 
ral and other principal olen! "By tee tiene, 
the a a had gained feveral edvantages over 
the Irth. Colonel Woolfey, at the head of a 
thoufand men, had defeated a ftrong body of 
the enemy, amounting to nise thoufandimen, in 
the neighboerbeed of Belturbat; Sir Jolin La- 
nier had takeri Bedige Caftle; ‘and that of Char-, 
lemont, a flrong fort of great importance, tage- 
i 4 ¥ 
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teet-with Balergangy, neler! @aven, ‘Bnd been rei 
énecd*, 2 ots 

King Wideim- vepofed Bharfelf for two 
oy tucedans ut ‘repaired t Litfitinte, 


thee duke’s. head quarter’; and fut ‘thence to 


Hi ; whene he & ay order" a- 
sergion 78 lorfes, and, conimitting’ rictence 
on the couwtry people. Whew foine of bis ge- 
neval officers recommended cautious meafures, 
he declared, * that he did trot come to: Irefartd 
“ tm let the: grew ‘inder te! Ket,” but 
woul! profecete the: war witli the ‘Btmoff vi- 
gour. ‘ordered the whole any to Encamp 
at Loughbritane, where, upon a ‘review, lte 
found it amounted to-thirty-fix thoufand effective 
men wellappointed. dv a few days tre adviinced 
to Dunkalk, ardtafterwards to: Ardee, whitch the 
enemy bad jet abandoned, 

James was fe confident, thaé the difpufes in 
the Englith parliament would prevent king Wil- 
liam from leaving that kingdom, that tHe latter 
had been no lefs than fix days in Ireland, be- 
fore the other was-infermed of his arrival. Of 
this, however, he no foerer gained intelligence, 
thar he committed the guard-of Dublin to a 
body of militia, commanded by Latterel; and 


* It is remarkable, that upon the taking of Charlemont, 
which was ftarved into a flrtender, a great number of wo- 
mea and children were foundin the garrifow. Schoniberg, 
fieuok with the unusual appeataace, afked the realon of 
keeping in a fortrefs {o many unneceffary mouths, which 
muff greatly contribute to the confumption of the provie 
tions. The anfwer was, that the Irith were naturally hof- 
pitable, and that! they all fared atfke; but that it was 
principally owing to this circumftance, that the foldiers 
would not continue in the partifon, unlefs they had their 
wivevand miffreffts ; “a very exceltent reafon, no doubt,” 
replied the duke ; *“ bot there is certainly more love than 
** policy in it.” 

t Wheo William tied reached the neighbourhood of 
Drogheda, and wss making preparations for paffing the 
Boyne, his fife wavexpofed to great danger,’ Wh le he 
Was spyesprdiphin ha ndtber and pofture of his adver- 
Saries, they p twe fieldepieces on the bank, and hred 
aorofs the river. One balf killed a perfon who way near 
him; and énether; rebounding from the northern bank, 
grazed Nis tight fhoulder, but wounded him only in alight 
degree, A report of his death was infmédiaicly propagated 


among the pak and; bei aia to Parts, it met 
with fo mu t, thas Bonfires and ilfuntinations pro- 
claimed tio fants, ~ ° 

On the day thie Battle-of the e, William fent 


a detachment, confifting of five batailiofts ut foot, and four 
fquadrons of under-the eommand of Mr. Mel- 
honere, to inveft Drogheda, the govetnor of whch, de- 


foutherr bank of the 
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fetting out with 2 reinforcement of fix thoufand 
inffaritry, which He had lately reedived from 
France, joined the reft of his forces, which were 
now mearly eybaf to the Englith in number, ‘ex- 
efsfive of abvut fifteen thoufand men, who re: 
trained in different garrifons. 

‘Fhough the army of James was infétior in 
numbers as well as in difcipline, to that of his 
rival, he detetmined fo put alf to the hazard’ of 
a battle. He sore took poft on the 

yhet, arid extended 
his troops in two lines, oppofed fo the deep and 
dangerous fords of tHat river. A morafs de- 
fended: him on the left, and in his rear lay the 
village of Dunore, where be had entrenched a 
body of troops. But tHefe circumftances did 
net diftourage William from fecking" an engage- 
ment. After having reconnoitered’the fituation 
of the enemy, he refotved, contrary to the advice 
of Schomberg, to attack them the next mom- 
ingt. fis army paffed the river in the three divi- 
fions, one of which he led in perfon. Schomber 
who headed another, was killed foon after his 
afcending the oa bank, but not tilf he had’ 
broken the Irifh infantry§. The Irith cavalry, 
commanded by general Hamilton and the ey 
ot 


{pairing of alt hopes of relief, furrendered the place with- 

out eppofition. The king, at the bead of his army, began 
his march for Dublin, and on the fourth of July, encamped 

at Kingtas, in the neighbourhood of the capital. On the 

Sunday following, he entered Dublin in a triumphant 
manner, and immediately repaired to the cathedral, where 

he heard an excellent fermon preached by Dr. King, after- 

wards archbifhop of Dublin. In the afternoon he returned, 
tohis camp, and next day publifhed a declaration of par- 

dun to all the common people, who either remained at 

home, or who having fied from their dwellings, thould 

return to their places of abode by the fir(t of Auguft, on 

condition they delivered up their arms to fuch juftices of 
peace, as hiv mayefty fbould appoint! but with regard to. 
thofe defperate leaders of the rebellien, who had violated 

the laws of the kingdom, invited the French, authoriged 

the depredations which had been committed upon the 

Protettants, and reye&ted the gracious pardon offered to 

them im the king’s proclamation pubuthed on the twenty- 

fecond of February, 1689; as his majelty was now ina 
condition to make them fenfible of their error, he lett them- 
to the event of war. 

t July 1. 

§ Duke Schomberg, alarmed ata repulfe he had re- 
ceived, croffed the nver in perton, and putting himfelf 
at the head of the French Proteftant regiments, peated 
to the enemy, a4 ng, ‘ Allons, meficurs, vnla vi sere 
« ficateurs,” ‘Come on, gentlemen, thofe are your 
* pe.lvutors.” Hardly had he pronounced thefe words, 

when 
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of Berwick, behaved with great {pirit, charging 
and re-charging ten times. But even they were 
at laft compelled to yield to a fuperior force. 
General Hamilton was taken prifoner; and 
James, who had difplayed fome courage,. but 
no concuét, retreated towards Dublin, under 
cover of the French auxiliaries, who had never 
been put into diforder. His lofs did not exceed 
fifteen hundred men*; the victory however, 
was complete, as many of the Irifh troops de- 
ferted their officers during the following night, 
and returned to their refpective homes. 

When James received intelligence of the dif. 
erfion of his army, he defpondingly gave up 
reland as loft; and, leaving the inhabitants of 

Dublin to make their own conditions with the 
victor, immediately embarked for France, though 
he had ftill many refources left. This pufillani- 
mous flight, by difgufling his friends, and en- 
couraging his enemies, afforded but a melan- 
cholv profpe@ to his generals. But thefe new 
refources, and the confequences of negleéting 
them, did not occur to a mind broken by mis- 
fortunes. Befides, the fugitive monarch informs 
us, that he had hopes of being able to recover 
the Enelith crown, by means of an armament 
from France during the abfence of William and 
his veteran troops. Thefe hopes, however, fud- 
denly difappeared ; though, on his arrival at 
Breft, the profpect feemed to brighten. He 
there received information, that the French navy 
had gained a fignal victory over the combined 


when he fufiained a violent onfet from a party of king 
Jome>’s guards, which had broke through une of the re- 
giments and were now on their return. They were mif- 
taken for friends Cy the French refugees, and permitted to 
rice up to the dukc, who recencd two fesere wounds in 
the head; but the French, percewsing their error, endea- 
voured to repair it by committing a greater: they rafhly 
poured in their fire upon the enemy, while engaged mith 
the duke, ard infiead of faving, thot him dead upon the , 
fpot. The Lnglith were thrown into the utmoft confler- | 


nation by this accident; while the enemy recovered freth | 1n military fame, the greateft generals of the 


{pirits, and returned to the charge with additional ardour. 


“they were juft ready to fa!l upon the centre, when king | 
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fleet of: England ans Fiolisegh rotnthahded by 
the earl of Torrington, and admiral Everzeri, and 
that .Tourvilly ‘was -riding «tyiumpbéht in the 
Chanel. : All this was pearly true: and a de- 
{cent ia England-éa favour of James,. might 
certainly have beya advanta made, while 
it wag in the pewer, of the French fleet to-have 
prevented the return of William, Bat the flight 
of that unfortunate .princ ‘from Ireland, had 

difcouraging an afpett,.that Lewjs X1V. was 
refolved not $a rife an army in fuch an enter- 
yore. He, therefore, paid no attention, to all 
James's propofals for an invafion; and even re- 
fufed him a {mall fupply of ammunition for’ the 
remains of the army in Ireland. And James, 
labouring under the deepeft mortification and 
felf-condemnation, was now become fenfible, 
avhen too late, that a prince, who deferts his 
own caufe, nruft expeét to fee it deferted by all 
the world, 

The Irith, however, though abandoned by 
the king and his grand ally, were not reduced 
toa ftate of defpondency, nor did they attempt 
by fubmifiions to conciliate the clemency. of 
their invaders. Afhamed of their mifbehaviour 
at the paflage of the Boyne (for it hardly de- 
ferves the name of a battle) and anxious to vin- 
dicate their reputation, they every where made 
a gallant refiftance; acircumftance which tend-, 
ed to aggravate the reflections of James, by 
convincing him, that his adverfe fortune was 
more to be afcribed to his own imprudence than 


fir Neile O'Neil, and the marquis D’Hocquincourt. 
Among the prifoners there were few of any ditin@ion 
except Gencral Hamilton, who, it muft be acknowledged, 
behaved, during the whole a@ion, with great intrepidity 
and condu@, and even kept the vi@ory in fulpence, tillhe 
was woundcd and taken. 

Of the Englith there fell about five hundred; a very in- 
inconfiderable lof; for fo great a viory, had it nat been for 
the death of the gallant duke of Schomberg, who was killed 
in the eighty fecond year of his age, after having equalled, 
in which 
he lived, and even the moft renowned heroes of antiquity. 
He was defeended of a noble family jn the Palatinate, 


William having pafled with the le(t wing, confifting of the | being the fun of count Schomberg by his firlt wife an Eng- 


Danifh, Dutch, and Innifhilln borfe advanced to attack | lith 


them on the right; they were fo contounded at this fudden 
appearance, that they inflantly Stopped dirt, and then 
wheeling abut retreated to the village of Dunore. 

* Jan.e»’s lofs in thie action, is generally computed at 
fifteen hundred men fain} and teveral taken prifoners. 
Aniong the former wesc lord Dengan, lord Caslingford, 


th lady, the daughter of lord Dudley. Forced to quit 
his country on account of the troubles in which it was in- 
volved, he commenced a foldier of fortane, and ferved 
fuccellively in ihe armies of Hulland, England, France, 
Portugal, snd Brandenburgh, He was realed to the dig- 


nities of marefebal in Frasice, grandee in Port genc- 
raliflimo in Brandenbusgh, and duke in on 
3 to 
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to the difloyalty or want of valour of his fub- 
jeéts. After vifiting Dublin, William advanced 
with his whale army to inveft Limerick; into 
which the remains of James's infantry had 
thrown themfelves, whilft the cavalry, under the 
command of Berwick and Tyrconnel, kept the 
field, to convey fupplies to the garrifon. Lime- 
rick is fituated on the Shannon, where that river 
is broad, deep, and rapid. Part of the town 
ftands on the Munfter fide, another part on 
an ifland in the Shannon, and the caftle is feated 
on the fide of Clare. Thefe three divifions were 
united by two bridges. ‘William, not thinking 
it prudent to crofs the Shannon in the face of the 
enemy’s cavalry, invefted Limerick only on the 
fouth fide, that he might not be diftreffed for 
want of provifions. Aware of this difadvantage, 
he attempted to carry the place by ftorm, after 
having made a pra€ticable breach in the walls. 
But, though ten thoufand men made their way 
into the town, by a kind of furprize, the Irith 
attacked them with fuch valour in the ftreets, 
that they were driven out with great flaughter. 
Enraged at his failure in that affault, which coft 
him near two thoufand men, William raifed the 
fiege in difguft, and returned foon after to Eng- 
land. 

But though this repulfe was inglorious to the 
Britifh prince, it afforded temporary relief to 
the adherents of the dethroned monarch. Lord 
Churchill, created earl of Marlborough, arrived 
foon after in Ireland, .with five thoufand freth 
troops. More aftive and enterprizing than Wil- 
liam, and perhaps more deeply fkilled in the 


* A.D. 1691 

+ When baron Ginckle returned to England, the com- 
mons, in token of their gratitude for the important fer- 
vices, which he had performed to the nation, ordered feven 
of their members to offer him their folemn thanks, in the 
name of the whole houfe. 

To this compliment the baron thus replied; “ I acknow- 
* ledge this diftingujthing honour done me by the houfe of 
commons, and valuc it above a triumph. The fuccefs 
** of their majefties’ arms in Ircland, was owirig chiefly to 
« the valour of the Englith; and 1 will take care to com- 
‘* municate the vote of the houfe to the officers who ferved 
‘* in Ireland, and always endeavour to promote the prof- 
“ perity.of their majefties and the government.” 

_ _ He was afterwards created earl uf Athlone; and to en- 
able him the better to fupport his dignity, was gratified 
with a grant of lands in Ireland, amounting to twenty-fix 

“thoufand four hundred and cighty acres, which was cone 

Vor. HI, Nu. 84, 
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machinery of war, he reduced Cork and Kinfale 
in a few weeks, though a vigorous defence had 
been made; and having difpofed of his army 
into winter quarters, he returned with glory to 
England, at the clofe of the campaign. 

Ireland, however, was not yet fubdued. Ath- 
lone, Galway, Limerick, and other places, {till 
held Sut. Athlone was befieged in the begin- 
ning of the next campaign by baron Ginckle*, 
who commanded the forces of William. And by 
an effort of bravery and vigour, hardly to be pa- 
ralleled in hiftory, the place, though ftrongly gar- 
rifoned, was carried by ftorm and furprize be- 
tween two and three in the afternoon; and 
though the Irifh army lay encamped behind it, 
and the affailants, who had the Shannon to ford, 
were breaft-high in water when they advanced 
to the breacht!—St. Ruth, who commanded 
the Irith army, and whom Lewis XIV. had fent 
over for that purpofe, at the requeft of James, 
afhamed of his own fatal negligence, deter- 
mined to hazard a battle with the enemy; and 
to recover his reputation, or lofe the kingdom 
and his life in the attempt. He accordingly 
took poft at Aghrim, where he waited the ap- 
proach of Ginckle. An obftinate engagement 
enfued, the event of which appeared long doubt- 
ful, but was at length dedided againft St. Ruth, 
He was killed by a cannon-ball, in bringing for- 
ward his body of referve, and his army was to- 
tally routed t. | 

During thefe tranfactions, the queen con- 
duéted the regency of England with great pru- 
dence and circumfpettion. Her council was 

almoft 


firmed tohim by the Irih parliament. He wasalfo invited 
to a (plendid entertainment in the city, together with the 
duke of Wirtemberg, the generals Scravenmare, Lanier, 
Talmath, Ruvigny, and moft of the field-officers in town. 
t The remains of the Irifh forces, and the garrifon of 
Galway, fought a refuge in Limerick, which was a fe- 
cond time befieged by a great army of Englifb and foreign 
troops: T'yrconnel being dead, the duke of Berwick re- 
called, and the impoffibility of fupporting the war appear- 
ing evident, the place capitulated, after a fiege of fix 
weeks, and all Ireland fubmitted to the arms of William. 
The terms granted to the garrifon were, that they fhould 
receive a general pardon; that their citates fhould be re- 
ftored, their attainders annulled, and their outlawries ree 
verfed; that Roman Catholics fhould enjoy the fame tole- 
retion, with ref{peé to religion, as in the reign of Charles 
the Second; that they fhould be reftored to all the privi- 
leges of {ubjeéts, on taking “ oaths of allegiance: and 
: that 
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‘who, by their id difputes, frequently 
difturbed the public bufinefs. She fuffered great 
anxiety of mind, on account of her father’s as 


well as her hufband’s life: fhe was menaced. 


with an invafion by the French, as well as with 
an infurre€tion by the Jacobites in England. 

Notwithftanding thefe alarming circumftances, 
fhe concealed her fears, and exerted herfelf with 
uncommon fpirit. Advice being received that 
a fleet was ready to depart from Breft, the earl 
of Torrington was ordered to repair to the 
Downs, and fail round to St. Helen’s, in order 
to colle& fuch a number of fhips as might enable 
him to defeat their defigns. The enemy being 
difcovered off Plymouth, on the twentieth of 
June, the earl, reinforced with the Dutch fqua- 
dron, put to fea, with a view to oppofe them, 
fhould they prefume to fail up the Channel. He 
did not, however, confider himfelf fufficiently 
.ftrong to hazard a battle with any profpedt of 
fuccefs ; the enemy’s fleet amounting to no lefs 
than feventy-eight fhips of war, and twenty-two 
fire fhips, while the combined fquadrons of Eng- 
land and Holland confifted only of fifty-fx: but 
he had received pofitive orders from her majefty 
to rifk an engagement at all adventures. 

After the hoftile fleets had been feveral days 
‘m fight of each other, the earl of Torrington 
made a fignal for battle, on the thirteenth of June, 
about eight in the morning. The Dutch fqua- 
dron, which led the van, began the attack about 
nine; in about half an hour the blue divifion of 
the Englifh encountered the rear of the French; 
but the red, which compofed the center, un- 
der the command of Torrington in perfon, 
did not fill the line till ten o'clock: the Dutch 
were confequently almoft furrounded by the 
enemy; and though they behaved with great 
bravery, received confiderable damage. No 
fooner did the admiral perceive their condition, 
than, with his own fhip and feveral others, he 
drove between them and the French; and in 
that pofition the fleet came to an anchor about 
five in the afternoon, when the a€tion was in- 


that thofe who chofe to follow the fortunes of James, fhould 
be convesed to the coytinent at the expence of govern- 
ment. About fifteen thoufand men took advantage of this 
latt article, and were regimented by the dethroned mo- 


natch though paid by the king of France, Among the . 
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almoft equally compofed of Whigs and Tories, { terrupted by a calm. The Dutch Hs were {fo 


much injured, that Torrington thought it would 
be imprudent to renew the battles he therefore 
weighed anchor about nine o'clock, and with 
the tide of flood, retired to the eaftward. On 
the next day it was refolved, in a council of war, 
to deftroy the difabled fhips, and endeavour to 
preferve the reft by a regular retreat. They 
were purfued as far as Rye: and an Englith 
fhip of feven s, called the Anne, bein 
ftranded near Winchelfea, the enemy attempted 
to burn her; but the captain faved them that 
trouble, by fetting fire to her himfelf. A Dutch 
fhip of fixty-four guns met with the fame acci- 
dent; and the French endeavoured to deftroy 
her; the captain, however, defended her fo vi- 
goroufly, that they were obliged to defift from 
the ager a and he afterwards found means to 
get her off, and conduéted her fafe to Holland. 
In this a€tion the Englith loft two thips, two 
captains, and about four hundred men; but “he 
lofs of the Dutch was more confiderable. Six 
of their line of battle were deftroyed; and Dick 
and Brackel, rear-admirals, were flain, together 
with a great number of their officers and fea- 
men. Intelligence of this defeat had no fooner 
reached London, than the fears of a defcent 
created general confternation, which immedi- 
ately fpread throughout the whole kingdom. 
The friends of the government were not defi- 
cient in their duty on this occafion. Addreffes 
were prefented to the queen from all quarters, 
filled with the warmeft profeffions of loyalty, 
and promifes of fupporting their majefties, as 
their lawful fovereigns, againft all oppofition. 
The queen at this crifis behaved with equal 
prudence and refolution. She iffued proper 
orders for putting the kingdom in a pofture of 
defence, as well as for refitting and augmenting 
the navy. She gave direCtions for raifing the 
militia of the weftern counties, to oppofe any 
attempts that might be made in that quarter. 
And to ftrike the greater terror into the con- 
fpirators with France, the iffued a proclamation, 
or apprehending the earls of Litchfield, Aylef- 


moft diftinguithed of thefe refugecs was major-general 
arsficld, hoes James had ety i of acim: He 

had rendered himlelf very popular in [reland, by oppofing 

the moderate counfels of ‘I yrconnel. = 


bury 
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bury and Caftlemain, the vifcount Prefton, the 
lords Montgomery and Bellafis, fir Edward 
Hales, fir Robert Thorold, fir Robert Hamil- 
ton, fir Theophilus Oglethorpe, colonel Edward 
Sackville, colonel William Richardfon, and many 
others who bad been accufed of having con- 
fpired with other difaffeGted perfons, to difturb 
and deftroy the government. 

The troops being now affembled, a camp was 
formed in the neighbourhoed of Torbay, near 
which the enemy’s fleet continued to hover, The 
Jacobites afferted, that the only intention of the 
French was to reftore king James, and that they 
never intended any injury to the country. This 
report might have had fome effe&t, if the French 
had not taken care to refute it. They made a 
defcent upon a little village, called Tinmouth, 
and burned it, together with a few fithing-boats ; 
but the militia pouring down upon them, they 
fied precipitately to their fhips. They publifhed, 
however, in all their gazettes, a pompous nar- 
rative of this trivial enterprize. 

The attention of the queen was not folely con- 
fined to the internal fecurity of the kingdom: 
fhe alfo adopted the neceflary meafures for ap- 
peafing the refentment of the Dutch, who com- 
plained vehemently of the earl of Torrington’s 
conduét in the late a€tion. He was deprived of 


* He alledged, that the preparations for the fleet were 
too late; that the fleet was illemanned, and much inferior 
to the French ; and that he was not properly furnifhed with 
intelligence. He farther faid, that though an engagement 
was contrary both to his own judgment and that of the 
whole council of war, he could not decline it, on account 
of the pofitive orders, which he had received from her 
majefty. He gave the houfe a draught of the line of bat- 
tle, the better to explain the arguments he ufed in his own 
vindication ; and begged leave to deliver his defence in 
writing ; a favour which was readily granted, He refleét- 
ed upon the counfellors in general, and ftrongly infinuated, 
that the earl of Nottingham was the perfon who had fup- 
preffed fome material intelligence, or had not tranfmitted 
it to him with fufficient expedition. 

+ William had taken all the papers of his father-in-law 
and Tyrconnel, from which he was informed not only of 
the defign praje@ted by the French, of burning the Englith 
tranfports, but likewife of the undertaking of one Jones, 
who had engaged to affaffinate his majefty. 

. Tyrconnel, inone of hisletters, addreffed to James’s queen, 
at St. Germains, fays, ** now look upon all as loft, and 
** have no hope in any thing, but in Jones’s bufinefs.” In 
another, he acquaints her, that Jones was come ; that his 
propofition was more rational, and more likely to fucceed 
than ever: bui that his demasids were high, ‘if any thing 
** could be high for fuch a feryice.” In athird, he mn forms 
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his command, and committed to the Tower, 
where he remained a prifoner till the following 
feffion. He was then brought into the houfe of 
commons, and permitted to defend his con- 
dud *, 

His cafe produced confiderable debates in the 
upper houfe, where the form of his commitment 
was judged illegal: at length he was tried by a 
court martial appointed by the commiflioners of 
the admiralty; an a&t’having paffed, declaring 
the power of a lord high admiral vefted in thofe 
commiflioners. The prefident of the court was 
fir Ralph Delaval, who had a€ted as vice admiral 
of the blue in the engagement. The trial is faid 
to have been condufted with much partiality ; 
but we are not informed of the particulars. The 
earl was acquitted ; but the king difmiffed him 
from his fervice ; and the Dutch reprobated the 
decifion of the judges f. 

William unable to proceed with vigour in his 
operations in Ireland, on account of the feverity 
of the weather, appointed lord Sydney and Mr. 
Coningfby lords juftices of that country, and en- 
trufted the command of the army to count 
Solmes: he then fet fail from Duncannon, with 
prince George of Denmark, and arrived the next 
day in King’s Road, near Briftol, from whence 
he repaired to Windfor. 


her that Jones had been introduced to the king, who, at firft 
feemed to difapprove of the propofal: but, added he, “ we 
*« have now fo fatisfied him, Poth in honour and conf{cience 
that every thing is granted that Jones requires.” 

The attempt, it feems, was to have been made before 
William undertook the Irith a etery Deagle, the at- 
torney general of Ireland, it is faid had furnifhed the affaf- 
fin with money, and a poinard of a particular conftruction ; 
oa Saree with a bible bound without a common prayer, 
which he was to carry in his pecket; that if he thou!4 be 
feized, he might pals tor a Diilenter. The attempt, how- 
ever, was never made: and Jones was fuppofed to have 
eloped with the money, which he had already prosuied, 
without incurring the guilt and danger, by which he was 
to be entitled to the whole reward. 

What rendered thefe fufpicious circumftances ftill more 

robable, was an advertifement fent, a few days before the 
Eing’s departure for Ireland, to the marquis of Carmar- 
then, acquainting-him, that one Jones, an Iriffiman, who 
had ferved fo long inthe French and Dutch armies, as to be 
able to {peak both thofe languages, was to be fent over te 
affaffinate the king. A paper, containing all the particulars 
of the difcovery, was drawn up, and intended for pul-lica- 


_tion; but the king and the queen, unwilling to tix fuch an 


indelible ftain on the memory of James, caufed it to be 
fuppretled. 


The 


re 


The allies, in their general congrefs* held 
at the Hague, had refolved, that the army of 
the ftates, under prince Waldec, fhould be 
employed againft the forces of France, com- 
manded by the duke of Luxemburgh, in Flan- 
ders; while the ele€tor of Brandenburg fhauld 
watch the motions of the marquis de Boufflers 
in the Mofelle; but, before the troops of 
Brandeburgh could be affembled, Boufflers 
took poft between the Sambre and the Meufe, 
and maintained a free communication between | 
his own army and that of Luxemburgh. Prince 
Waldec, receiving information that the latter ge- 
neral intended to pafs the Sambre, between Na- 
mur and Charleroy, in order to ravage the Spanifh 
teritories, decamped from the river Pieton, and | 
detached the count of Berlo, with a body of : 
fifteen hundred horfe, to obferve the motions of 
the enemy. The count was attacked by the 
French army near Flerus, and flain; and his 
troops, though reinforced by two other detach- 
ments, under the counts de Flodrop and Web- 
benum, were, with difficulty, able to rejoin the 
main army, which continued the whole night in 
order of battle. ; 

At break of day they were affailed by the 
French, who were nearly double their number; 
and after a very obftinate engagement, were 
obliged to yield, leaving about four thoufand fix 
hundred men dead upon the fpot. The enemy 
took about four thoufand prifoners, and the 
greateft part of their artillery, but they purchafed 
the viftory at a dear rate; for their lofs was 
equal, if not greater than that of the Dutch. 

The Dutch infantry performed fuch extraor- 
dinary feats of gallantry as have feldom been 
equalled and never exceeded. After they were 
abandoned by their horfe, they continued to fuf 
tain the charge of the whole French army ; and 
though attacked at once in front, flank, and rear, 
they yet continued firm, unbroken, and jmpene- 
trable. They fuffered the enemy’s horfe to ap- 
proach within piftol fhot of them, and difchar 
their pieces with fuch a determined aim, that 
the whole {quadron feemed to fink to the ground 


* The moft diftinguithed perfons who attended this great 
meeting were, the eleétors of Brandenburgh and Bavaria; 
the landgraves of Heffe Caffel and Hefle Darmftadt; the 
duke: of Courland, Zell, and Wolfenbuttel; and feveral 
princes of the refpedtiive houfes of Holftein, Naffau, Wir- 
temburg, and Anfpach. Befides thefc, a confiderable 
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at once, not above thirty being left alive; and 
this courfe they purfued fo conftantly, that at 
length they challenged their enemies to advance. 
The French were {o intimidated by the havock 
made upon their companions, that they fled as 
foon as the Dutch began to prefent their muf- 
kets; nor did they attempt to make the leaft 
purfuit, but fuffered them to retreat with the 
utmoft compofure, The duke of Luxemburgh 


_ himfelf, was, at once, delighted and confound- 


ed with their bravery. He frankly acknow- 


 ledged, that they had furpaffed the Spanith 


foot at the battle of Rocroy; “ Prince Waldec,” 
faid he, “ ought ever to remember the French 


_“ horfe; and I hall never forget the Dutch in- 


“fantry.” 

The ftates-general repaired their lofs with fuch 

expedition, that the French reaped no advan- 
tage from the victory they had obtained. The 
prince being reinforced with five Englith re- 
giments, nine thoufand Hanoverians, and ten 
thoufand from the bifhopric of Liege and Holland, 
joined the ele&tor of Brandenburgh; in confe- 
quence of which the confederate army confifted 
of fifty-five thoufand men; and direfted their 
march by the way of Genap to Bois-Seigneur- 
Ifaac. ‘They were now fuperior in number to 
Luxemburgh, who thought proper to fecure him- 
felf in a fortified camp, that he might not be 
obliged to fight without a manifeft advantage. 
Prince Waldec would willingly have attacked 
him in his entrenchments, had he not been re- 
ftrained by pofitive orders of the ftates-general, 
forbidding him to nfk another engagement; and 
after this reftri€tion was removed, the ele&tor 
thought it imprudent to hazard a battle. 
* By this time the emperor’s fon, Jofeph, was, 
by the Ele€toral college, advanced to the dignity 
of king of the Romans; but his affairs fuffered 
an irreparable lofs in the death of the gallant 
duke of Lorraine, who was fuddenly attacked 
with a quinfey at a {mall village called Wells, 
in the neighbourhood of Lintz, and expired in a 
few hours. 

His death was ftrongly fufpetted to have been 


number of nobles and general officers were prefent, The 
— ambafiadors and envoys who affifed at the cun- 
erences, were thofe of the emperor; of the hings of Spain, 
Poland, Sweden, and Denmark ; of the duke of Savoy; 
and of the German elcdors, 


the 
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the confequence of poifon, adminiftered by order 
of the French king, againft whom he had for- 
mally declared war, as a fovereign prince un- 
juftly expelled his dominions. He had even 
threatened to enter his duchy, at the head of 
forty thoufand men, in the courfe of the enfuing 
fummer; to prevent which, the French court 
was fuppofed to have had recourfe to that in- 
famous expedient*. 

. The command of the Imperial army was now 
conferred on the ele€tor of Saxony, who ad- 
vanced againft the dauphin, then crofling the 
Rhine, at the head of forty thoufand men, intend- 
Mfg to force his way into Wirtemberg; but the 
duke of Bavaria, by his conduct and courage, 
defeated his defign, and obliged him to remain 
on the defenfive during the remaining part of 
the campaign. 

The parliament meeting on the fecond of 
Otober, William, -in his fpeech to both houfes, 
acquainted them, that he had exerted his beft 
cndeavours for the reduétion of Ireland, and 
hoped he had brought it to fuch a condition as 
would prevent it from being any longer a bur- 
den to England: that he was highly pleafed with 
the behaviour of the troops in that kingdom, who 
endured their hardfhips with uncommon pa- 
tience, and difplayed the moft heroic valour: 
that the fupplies granted for the profecution of 
the war were far inadequate to the purpofes for 
which they were ailigned: that he hoped they 
would exonerate his reveriue, which was mort- 
gaged for the payment of former debts, and 
enable him to difcharge the arrears of the army: 
that the fuccefs of the confederacy abroad would, 
In a great meafure, depend upon the vigour and 
difpatch of their proceedings: and that he hoped 
they would proceed in their deliberations with 
unanimity and {pirit. 

Both houfes immediately prefented feparate 
addreffes to the king and queen, exprefling their 


* This fufpicion was corroborated by a varicty of ftrik- 
ing circumftanees, The duke himfclf, a fhort time before 
he expired, is faid to have written the following note to 
theemperor; “Tam dying. I know not whether I am 
«+ paying, by my death, the ordinary debt of nature, or 
‘ whether 1am facrificed to the unjuft and ambitious de- 
“¢ figns of acrown which has declared itfelf an implacable 
“ cnemy tomy family.” In another note to the emperor, 


~ 


hdfays, “I departed from Infpruck, in order to come and | 
“ receive your orders; our God calls me hence; Iam : 
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grateful fenfe of his majefty's courage and con- 
du& in the field, and of his prudence and refolu- 
tion in the government, during the late imminent 
dangers. And the commons, the better to de- 
monftrate their attachment, voted a fupply of 
four millions for the fupport of the army and 
navy, and eftablifhed the funds for that purpofe. 
Confiderable debates enfued, in both houfes, re- 
{pefting the methods of raifing the fupplies, 
‘which were at length adjufted: and a farther 
{upply was granted for building feventeen hips 
of war, in order to reinforce the navy. 

Having completed this bufinefs, they pro- 
ceeded to the confideration of other important 
concerns, The marquis of Carmarthen was 
deeply engaged in the intereft of the Tories, and. 
confequently extremely obnoxious to the oppo- 
fite party; who now refolved, if poffible, to re- 
vive his old impeachment. The fcheme was 
formed and sontatied by fourteen men of in- 
fluence, of whom the earl of Shrewfbury was the 
chief. ‘This affair, however, was dropped; and 
with the greater willingnefs, as the marquis, 
about this time, happened to perform fome im- 
portant fervice, which proved equally agreeable 
to both parties. . 

On the fifth of January}, the king clofed the 
feffion, with a {peech, in which he affured them, 
that he entertained the moft grateful fenfe of the 
liberality and difpatch with which they had 

ranted the public fupplies, which fhould be 
Rithfully applied in the fervices for which they 
were allotted. The lord chief juftice Atkins 
then declared it was his majefty’s pleafure, that 
the houfe fhould adjourn themfelves to the twen- 
ty-firft of March. 

The king, having fettled the affairs of the na- 
tion, fet out for Margate on the fixth of January; 
but finding, on his arrival at Canterbury, that 
the wind waf eafterly, and the river intenfely 
frozen,, he returned to Kenfington. On the fix- 


*¢ going to render him an account of a life which I had des 
‘* yetedto you. Ihumbly befeech your majcity toremem- 
“ ber my wile, who is related to yuu, my children, whom I 
 Jeave without any fortune, and my fubjett:, who are op- 
“ prefied.” He wasa prince of the moft amiable virtues, 
and the moft eminent abilities, infertor to none, ci'her of 
that or any other age, in ans ofthe qualities which coniti- 
tute the character of a great and accomplifhed man. 
{ A.D. lou, 


G 


teenth, 


96 
teenth, however, he embarked at Gravefend with 


a numerous retinue, and fet fail for Holland, J 


under convoy of twelve fhips of war, command- 
ed by rear admiral Rooke. In the morning of 
the fecond day he was informed, by a fifherman, 
that he was within a league and a half of Goree; 
he therefore quitted the yatch, and entered a 
fhallop, attended by the duke of Ormond, the 
earls of Devonthire, Dorfet, Portland, and Mon- 
mouth, with Overkirke and Zuyleftein. 

The ice near the fhore was fo thick, that it 
was impoflible to fail dire€tly to land; they were 
therefore obliged to tack about, but inftead of 
gaining their point, they fpeedily loft fight of 
the fleet, and night approaching, were expofed, 
for eighteen hours, to the inclemency of the 
weather, and the danger of the fea, which ran 
fo high that the king and all his attendants were 
feverely drenched with the falt water. 

The failors exprefling their apprehenfions of 
danger, the king exclaimed, “ What! are vou 
“* afraid to die in my comparty?”” At break of 
day he landed on the ifle of Goree, where he 
took fome refrefhment. Returning to the boat, 
he arrived in the afternoon at Orananien Haak, 
in the neighbourhood of Maefland-fluys. 

A deputation of the ftates met him at Houn- 
flardyke ; and, about fix in the evening, he 
seached the Hague, where he received the com- 
pliments of the ftates-general, the ftates of Hol- 
land, the council of dtate, the other colleges, 
and of all the foreign minifters. As his fudden ar- 
rival had prevented the folemnity of a formal re- 
ception, he was afterwards perfuaded to make 
his public entry, which was accordingly per- 
formed on the twenty-fixth of the fame month, 
with great magnificence. In a few days was 
held a general congrefs of the confederate 
princes, to whom William reprefented, that the 
imminent dangers to which they were at prefent 
expofed, plainly demonftrated the iad 
their former conduét, and the abfolute neceffity 
of an immediate change of meafures: that it 
was not now the time to deliberate, but to a: 
. that the enemy was already mafter of the princi- 
pal fortrefles which formed the barrier of the 
common liberty ; and would foon be able to 


* In this year a trivial defcent was made in Northum- 
berland. A body of French landed from feveral privateers, 


plundered the caftle of lord Widdringson, defiroyed afmall 
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poffefs himfelf of all the inferior ones, if'a fpirit 
of divifion, avarice, and irrefolution continued 
to influence them: and that, for his own part, 
he would fpare neither his credit, forces, nor 
perfon to effeft fo noble a defign; but would 
appear in the {pring at the head of his troops, 
faithfully to perform the promife he had already 
en. 

This fpeech, delivered by a prince who was 
juftly confidered as the very foul of the confede- 
racy, had a powerful effet upon all the mem- , 
bers; and it was prefently refolved to employ 
againft France an army of two hundred anil 
twenty-two thoufand men. The proportions o 
the different princes and ftates were readily 
fettled; and the king of England agreed to fur- 
nifh twenty thoufand. He procured fuch ef- 
feétual relief to the duke of Savoy, that the af- 
fairs of that prince began to affume a more fa- 
vourable appearance. The plap of operations 
was fully adjufted, and every thing tranfacted 
with the moft perte€t unanimity and concord. 

Having thus finifhed the bufinefs for which 
he had undertaken the journey, William, foon 
after repaired to Bruffels, and from thence to 
the Hague, whence he fet fail for England, and 
arrived at Whitehall, on the thirteenth of April*. 

Notwithftanding the attachment which the na- 
tion in genefal expreffed to the prefent govern- 
ment, the friends of the abdicated prince could 
not abandon the hopes of effecting his reftoration. 
A confpisacy for this purpofe had been lately dif- 
covered. Lord Prefton, Mr. Afhton, and one 
Elliot who were A aging in -the plot, had 
hired a veffe] of a Mrs. Prat, of Barking, in Effex, 
to go over to France, and concert meafures at 
the court of St. Germains. This fecret was 
communicated to the marquis of Carmarthen, 
by the hufband of Mts. Prat, who alfo inform- 
ed him, that they propofed to embark on the 
thirtieth of December. The marquis reported 
this intelligence to the king and council, and or- 
ders were given to captain Billop to attend the 
motion of the veffel, and arreft the paffengers. ‘ 

He accordingly boarded her at Gravefend, for 
the pretended purpofe of impreffing feamen, and 
drew the three confpirators from the hold, who 


village, and made their efcape before the wilitia coud 
revenge the infult, Boyer, Rolph, 


were 
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were there concealed, Lord Prefton had left 
his letters behind him; and Athton feized them, 
intending to throw them overboard; but, before 
he could execute his purpofe, he was fearched, 
and the papers forced from him. Among them 
were a namber of letters, written in a myfterious 
emblematical ftyle, which, at firft fight, feemed 
unintelligible, but, by meansof certain preconcert- 
ed figns, were eafily underftood by the perfons to 
whom they were addreffed. The whole amount- 
ed to an invitation to the French king to affift 
king James in re-afcending the throne, while 
William fhould be in Holland; but the fcheme 
was ridiculoufly planned, and countenanced by 
few perfons 
chief were the earl of Clarendon, the bifhop of 
Ely, lord Prefton, his brother Mr. Graham, and 
Penn, the famous Quaker. 

Prefton and Afhton were immediately brought 
to their trial, convicted, and condemned. The 
Jatter was executed; the former was indulged 
with a pardon. Elliot was not tried, as it did 
not appear that he had any concern in writing 
the letters: the earl of Clarendon was commit- 
ed to the Tower, where he remained fome 
months, and he was afterwards confined to his 
own houfe in the country; a favour which was 
extended to him on account of his affmity to the 
queen, to whom he was firft coufin, The bifhop 
of Ely, Graham, and Penn abfconded; and a 
proclamation was iffued for apprehending them 
as traitors, 

This prelate, in his letters to king James and 
his queen, had engaged, not only for himfelf, 
but alfo for all his deprived brethren. They had 
now been fuffered to enjoy their fees, and receive 


* Dr. Fowler was promoted to the bithopric of Gloucef- 
ter, Cumberland to that of Peterborough, Moore to Nor- 
wich, Grove to Chic:.cfter, Patrick to bly, and Beveridge 
to Bath and Wells; but this laft refufed to accept of the 
offer, and it was therefore beftowed upon Dr. Kidder. 
At the fame time, Dr. Sherlock was preferred to the 
deanery of St. Paul’s, Comber, an ecclefiaftic of great me- 
rit and moderation, to the deanery of Durham, Talbot to 
that of Worcefter, and Woodward to that of Sarum. 
Svon after, the archbifhopfic of York was conferred on 
Dr. Sharp; andthe fee of uriftol upon Dr. Hall, in the 
room of Di Ironfide, tranflated to that of Hereford. As 
thefemen were all semarkable for moderation and prudence, 
their promotion was univerfally approved by the nation; 
efpecially by the Whigs, who, from this moment, began 
to conceive a much better opinion of his maycfty’s prin- 


confequence, among whom the | 
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all the emoluments of them, for upwards of a year, 
without performing any part of their duty. They 
had even been in ae that an aét of parlia- 
ment might he obtained to excufe them, from 
taking the oaths, provided they would difcharge 
their epifcopal funftions, This generous pro- 
pofal was heard with a fullen filence; and, 
when prefled to make a reply, they..only faid, 
that they would live quietly; meaning, perhaps, 
that they would conceal their intentions .till 
they fhould find an opportuity of carrying them 
into execution. They were now deprived: of 
their principal fupport, by the ‘defertion of Dr. 
Sherlock, who, on king James’s departure from 
Ireland, imagined “that the government was 
now firmly eftablithed, and that he might, 
therefore, take the oaths with a clear confcience; 
which he accordingly did, and publifhed a 
learned vindication of his eonduét. 

The king, finding it abfolutely impoflible to te- 
concile the deprived bifhops to his perfon and go- 
vernment, thought himfelf bound, from a regard. 
to his own fafety, as well as a concern for the pub- 
lic welfare, to beftow their feesupon men of fewer 
prejudices and more enlarged fentiments. Om 
this principle the archbifhopric of Canterbury 
was conferred upon Dr. Tillotfon, one of the 
moft learned, moderate, and virtuous ecclefiaf- 
tics of the age, who long refufed to accept of that 
exalted dignity; prudently judging, that it would 
expofe him to the rancour and rellatmen of the 
nonjuring party, who, being deprived of every 
other means of doing injury, would manifeft their 
malice in fatire and invettive. At laft, however,. 
he was perfuaded to comply; and was folemnly 
confecrated in the archiepifcopal fee*. 

Wiliam: 
ciples, than, from fome of his late meafures, they had 
been induced to entertain. 

Another affair which came before the parliament, was 
the pretended difcovery of a plot, by one Fuller, a prifoner 
in the King’s Bench. It is faid, indeed, that a confpiracy 
had a€tually been formed by the Papifts in Lancafhire, to 
raife a rebellion, and reftore king James; that the truth of 
it was fufficiently attefted by feveral witnefles, whom the 
Jacobites found means to take off either by fair or indirect 
means; and that the fat was ftill farther confirmed by the 
papers found upon lord Prefton. Fuller, having heard of 
this confpiracy, of which he was entirely ignorant, and 
defirous to get free from his prefent confinement, refulved 
to commence informer. At his own requeit, he was 
brought to the bar of the commons, where he pro- 


_ duced fome papers, He obtained a blank pafs from the 


hing 
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William, who had been particularly careful to 
get the convention converted into a parliament, 
was foon difgufted with that affemblv, to which 
he was indebted for his crown. The obliga- 
tions on one fide, and the claims of gratitude on 
the other, were indeed too great to afford any 
rational profpeét of a permanent harmony: and 
other caufes confpired to excite diffatisfa€tion*. 
The coavention parliament, confifting princi- 
pally of Whigs, the ever watchful guardians of 
liberty, refufed to fettle on William the revenue 


king for two perfon-, who, he faid, would come from the 
Conunent to give ev iaence. He was .iterwards examined 
at his own apartment-, where he affirmed that colonel 
‘Thomas Delaval and James Hayes were the pe. fons whoin 
he bad named as witicties, aid for whem he had obtamed 
the pafs and protection, Seach way made for them, a". 
cording to his direcion 5 but no fuch perfoas were dit: 
covered. 

He was detired to produce them Limfclf; but he could 
rot periorm this tah. He wasthen o dered to produce ene 
Jones, whouw he hed ukewil: named. Even this perfon was 
notte be four 1. The commons, provoked at bis infolence 
and prefumption, declared him a notorious impoflor, chest, 
and talfe acculer, whohad {candahzed his majefiy’s perfon 
and governiient, abuled the houte of commons, and talily 
ucufed feveral periins of honour and quality. He was 
profecuted bs theattornes-general, and cond: mned to ttand 
ai the pillorys adifgrace which he fudered without a bluhh, 
and which be, perhaps, fuppoft d to be but a very reafon- 
able price for the Jiberty 4e had enjoved tor a few days; 
for he was, probably, re-committed to prifon. 

* About this time, ope Simpton, a Scattith preforterian, 
wo acted asa fps for the carl of Portland, bad contracted 
an intimacy with Nevi Payne, an active agent to king 
Jan.cs; by which means he turnified the earl with fuch in- 
teligence as procured him fome degree of credit with that 
miniter, This he exerted in preyudicing the earl againft 
the hing’: beft friends; while, at the fame time, he infi- 
nuated to the other party, that the court was become fufpi- 
cious of their lovalty, and was even fecking evidence by 
wich they migltbe profecuted. dir James Montgomery, 
who had becn a ttrenuous advocate for the Revolution, was 
too eatily ind .ced tu Leheve tiefe reports; and enraged 
at the ingratiiude of the court, he and his friends were 
perfuaded by Payne to cagage m a correspondence with 
the abdicated monarch, 

They demanded, as a preliminary, the eftablifiment of 
prefbstery in ocutland, and agtually concerted a fcheme for 
his rettoration They entered into a confederacy with 
Quecnfberry, anc the other mal-contents of acotland; and 


thes cven wrote to James for a Supply of money, arms, and , 
y of three thoufand men | his reputation was deftroyed at court, and dreading the re- 
| fentment of the other party, withdrew into France, and 


ammunition, together witha 
fiom Dunkirk. ‘They found means to engage a great num. 
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of the crown for life. ‘Though they entertained. 
a good opinion of his principles, they were ‘not 
inclined to render him independent: they con- 
fequently, granted the revenue only for a year. 
The Tories took advantage of this patriotic jea- 
loufy, to render their rivals odious to the king; 
who, though, educated in a aie was natu- 
rally imperious and fond of power. They 
reprefented the Whigs as declared enemies to 
kingly government, and whom the circumftances 
of the times only had thrown into the fcale of 


William's credit in the city, they fpread a report, that James 


~ wauld grant a full indemnity, feparate himfelfentirely from 


the French intereft, and be fatisfied with a fecret conniv- 
unce in favour of his own rel:gion. 

The plot way c mmumicated to the bithop of Salifsury, 
by Montgomery ’s brother. That gentleman wrote an ano- 
nymous letter to the prelate, acquainting him that he had 
an important difcovery to unfold, provided he might be 
aflured of not being produced as a witnc fs, and that his 
triends thould obtain a pardon. Hr firft demand was grant- 
ed; his fecoud, as be ng too general, was refufed: but he 
was affurcd that his friends might fafely rely on his majef- 
ty’s mercy. ; 

Encouraged by thi. declaration, he vifited the bithap, 
and informed him that a treaty with king James was ante: 
lutely co: cluded, and an invitajion fubfcribed by the whole 
cabal. Thi- paper, he fuid, was to be conveyed to Ireland 
by the way of Flanders, as the direct communication was 
narrowly watched; and he propofed a method of feizing it 
before it wa taken out of the kingdom. Williamfon, who 
was emploved to carry it, had obtsined a pafs for Flander:; 
and a meflenger being fent in purfuit of him, feized him in 
bed at Dover, and fecured his cloaths and portmanteau ; 
but, on a very firict examination, nothing was found to 
juftify the intelligence. 

Thi- difap; ointment was occafioned by the following cire 
cumflance: Williamfon had previoully delivered the paper 
to Simpfon, who was to accempany hiin to Flanders, and 
who had happened to goa few miles out of the road, while 
the other was proceeding diredly to Dover. He reached 
that place while Will:amfon was in the meffenger’s hands ; 
and, feeing the danger tu which he was expofed, haftened 
to Deal, where, hiring a boat, he paffed over to France. 
He returned with large affurances of fuccour; and twelve 
thoufand pounds were remitted to the confpirators, who 
promifed to profecute the fcheme with the utmoft vigour. 
All thefe circumttances were afterwards difcovered : fir 
James Montgomery withdrew to the Continent; Payne 
was apprehended in Scotland, and put to the torture ; but 
no conteffion could be extorted from him. 

In the mean time, Montgomery, the informer, finding 


ber of friends in Engtand; and they almolt perfaaded the | embraced the Catholic religion. The mifcarrigge of this 
duke of Bolton and the carl of Monmouth to cmbark in the | difcovery, deftroyed the beliefof all confederacies; every 


confpiracy. Montgomery and Payne were the chief cone | 


dudtors ¢f this fcheme; and they admitted into their coun. 
cils, one Fergufon, who had been decply concerned with 
all tie cnemies of the court in the laftiwo reigus. Torgin 


| durmer popularity. 


report of this kind was regarded asa fiction of the miniftry 5 
and the king himfelf, on this occafion, loft much of his 


monarchy. 
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monarchy. And William, who had publicly 
declared, that a king without a permanent re- 
venue was but a mere pageant, and who con- 
fidered fo degrading a dependence on his fubjeCts 
as wholly inconfiftent with the regal authority, 
readily liftened to fuch infinuations; and, in 
order to emancipate himfelf, thought proper to 
diffolve the. parliament. 

The new parliament, confifting principally of 
Tories, not only fettled the revenue of the 
crown on William for life, but granted liberal 
fupplies for carrying on the war in Ireland, and 
on the Continent. The Whigs indeed con- 
curred in thefe votes, that they might not feem 
to deftroy the work of their own hands. -But 
the leaders of the party were much offended at 
feeing that favour, and thofe offices, to which 
they fuppofed themfelves entitled by their paft 
fervices, conferred principally upon the Tories. 
They entered into cabals with the Jacobites, 
and even carried on a fecret correfpondence 
with the dethroned monarch. The Prefbyte- 
rians in Scotland, offended at the refervation of 
the power of prefenting minifters to the vacant 
kirks, made by the king, in the propofed efta- 
blifhment of their religion, alfo joined in the 
fame intrigues. But William, by permitting 
his commitlioner to agree to any law refpecting 
their ecclefiaftical government, that to the ge- 
neral affembly fhould feem moft eligible, entirely 
fuppreffed their murmurs; and, in fome mea- 
fure, difconcerted the plan of the difgufted 
Whigs in England, with whom they had entered 
into the clofet connexions, and who hoped to 
take advantage of the fanatical fupy of the Scots, 
to difturb that fettlement which they had fo 
lately eftablithed. The adherents of James, 
however, were flill numerous in the north of 
Scotland; and William, by a horrible example 
of feverity, feemed determined to awe them into 
allegiance, or to roufe them to fome defperate 
act of hoftility, which might juftify a general 
vengeance, 

liam, having fettled the adminiftration of 
the government, embarked for Holland on the 
fifth of March, and, arriving next ply: in 
the Maefe, landed at Orange Haak, and foon 
after proceeded to Loo. No fooner had he 
quitted the kingdom, than the Jacobites began 
to contrive a plot for effefting the reftoration of 
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James. One Lunt, who had formerly been im- 
prifoned for bringing over and diftributing his 
commiflions, had been too incautioufly releafed; 
and the Papifts of Lancafhire diipatched him 
to the court of St. Germains, with an affurance 
that they were now in a condition to receive 
their old fovereign. He returned with advice 
that king James would certainly come over in 
the fpring; and that colonel Parker, and gther 
officers, Thould be fent, in the mean tim 
affift them in making preparations for his recep- 
tion. Parker accordingly repaired to England; 
and informed the Jacobites that Lewis had ac- 
tually concerted the fcheme of a defcent with 
the late king. He affured them, that their old 
mafter would once more vifit them with an 
army of thirty thoufand effe€tive men; and, if 
that number fhould not be fufficient to reduce 
his rebellious fubjeéts, he fhould receive from 
his brother of France thirty thoufand more. 

He therefore defired them to be fpeedy and 
fecret in their preparations, that they might be 
ready to aflift his majefty upon his firft arrival. 
This officer, and one Juhnfon, had formed a 
plot for affaffinating king William; but before 


they could execute their defign, he had happily 


fet fail for Holland. 

During this interval, James difpatched a letter 
dire€ted to feveral lords, who had formerly been 
minifters of his council, as well as ta feveral 
ladies of quality and diftin&tion, acquainting 
them with his queen’s pregnancy, and requiring 
them to attend as witneffes at the labour. He 
complained of the malicious afperfions which 
his enemies had propagated refpeCting the birth 
of his fon; and as Providence had now: bleffed 
him with an opportunity of refuting the calumny 
of thofe, who afferted, that his queen was incae 
pable of procreation, he declared, in his own 
name, as well as in that of his dear brather, the 
French king, that they fhould have free liberty 
to vifit his court, and return in fafety, after the 
labour. This invitation, however, was not ac- 
cepted. Thofe who believed the Divine inde- 
feafible nature of hereditary right, were probably 
reftrained by the fear of incurring the refentment 
of the public; and thofe, who adhered to the 
more liberal principles, upon which the prefent 
government was founded, imagined that it was 
a matter of little confequence to the natjon, 

H whether 


So 


whether his queen was capable of child-bearing 
or not*. 

This difappointment, however, did not pre- 
vent James from profecuting his intended in- 
vation. He fent over a printed declaration, in 
which, after recapitulating all the fteps he had 
taken for the recovery of his throne, he ac- 
quainted his loving fubje€ts with the means 
which he now refolved to employ for the fame 
purpofe. In this, however, he talked more in 
the ftile of a conqueror, than a fuppliant. He 
boafted of the powerful affiftance which his dear 
brother, the French king, had promifed to ren- 
der him. He even declared he would except, 
by name, from the indemnity which he now 
intended to grant, no lefs than thirteen noble- 
men, two bithops, feven baronets, and a great 
number of clergy and gentlemen. 

In confequence of a pacification with the 
Highlanders, a proclamation of indemnity was 
iffued to fuch infurgents as fhould take the 
oaths to the king and queen before the laft day 
of December in 1691. The heads of all the 
clans, who had taken arms in fupport of James, 
ftrifly complied with the terms of the procla- 
mation, except Macdonald of Glenco:—and his 
negke&, in fuffering the time limited to elapfe, 
was rather occafioned by accident than defign. 
The tardy fubmiflion of the Jacobite laird was 
relu@antly received by the fhentf. This difh- 
culty, however, being furmounted, he confi- 
dered himfelf as under the prote&tion of the 
Jaws, and thought himfelf in the moft perfect 
fecurity. But ruin was ready to overtake bim 
for his unpardonable delay in tendering his al- 
legiance, William, at the inftigation of fir John 
Dalrymple, his fecretary for Scotland (who pro- 
moted the fame purpofe with barbarous zeal, 
inveighing againit the tribe of Glenco, as a 
fet of incorrigible depredators and rufhans) 
figned a warrant of military execution againft 
Macdonald and his whole clan¢. And it was 
put in force by his countryman Campbell, of 


© The letter was direfted not only to privy counfellore, 
but alfo to the duchetles of Somerfet and Beaufort, the 
gmaschionefs of Hallitax, the counteile, of Derby, Mul. 
grave, Ruiland, Nottinghamt, Luniley, and Danby ; the 
ladies Fitzharding and Fretchville, thofe of fir John Tre- 
vor, ipeaker of the houfe of commons, fir Edward Sey- 
mous, fir Chriftopher Mufgrave, fir Thomas Stamford, 
Jord mayor of London, fis William Atburit and fir Richard 
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Glenlyon, with the moft favage’ barbarity, ac- 
companied with a breach of hofpitality. Mac- 
donald himfelf was fhot dead with two bullets 
in the back part of the head, by one Lindfay, 
an officer whom he had entertained as his gueft : 
about thirty-five ef his dependents were mur- 
dered by the foldiers to whom they had given 
free quarters: women were killed in defending 
their tender offspring; and children, in implor- 
Ing mercy, were butchered by the officers to 
whofe knees they clung for mercy!—Upwards 
of forty perfons were maffacred, and many of 
thofe who efcaped to the mountains, perifhed 
of hunger or cold. All the habitations of the 
obnoxious Scots were reduced to afhes; the 
cattle were driven away, and, with the other 
moveables, divided as fpoil among the affaffins, 
Never was tnilitary execution more complete. 
This cruel maflacre, which fhocked all Eu- 
rope, and reflects diferace on the reigu of Wil- 
liam, could not fail to roufe the eesaent of 
the Jacobites in general, but more efpecially of 
the Highlanders; and the diffatisfied Whigs di- 
ligently proclaimed it, in order to blacken the 
charatter of the fovereign. An infusrection in 
favour of the dethroned monarch, was projetted 
both in England and Scotland. From this nar- 
rative of the maffacre, it appears, that the chief 
proje€tor of it was fir John Dalrymple; that 
tlie king was prepoffefled againft the laird and 
clan of Glenco, by the fuggeftions of that vin- 
didtive minifter. It has been afferted by an 
epifcopal advocate of Willtam, that his orders, 
in this affair, “‘ carried nothing in them that was 
“in any fort blameable;” but, even if we exclude 
the extirpatory claufe from our confideration, his 
orders for deftroying by fire and {word fuch as 
refufed to recognife his authority in form, merit 
our cenfure for their inhuman rigour; a feverity 
which might rather have been expefed from 
the leader of a licentious army, than from a 
prince who had been panegerized for his mild- 
nefs and moderation f. 
James 
Levett, the theriffs; and lafily, fo Dr. Chamberlain, the 
famous practitioner in idwikery, a 
+ A.D. 1692. Dalrymple capreffed bis joy at Mac. 
donald’s negleét of regular fubmiffion, and figified his 
defire that the tribe of Glenco, might be fpecdily and com- 
letely routed. 
t The odium of this meafure diminifhed the King’s po- 
pularity, and {welled the tide of clamour which the oo 
2 atle 
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_ James himfelf had taken all the fteps, which 
his own reafon, or the advice of his fiends could 
fuggeft, to render his return agreeable to his 
forner fubje&ts; and Lewis XIV. encoyraged 
by favourable accounts from Britain, now de- 
termined on an invafion. An army of twenty 
thoufand Irifh and French troops, under the 
marefchal de Bellafons, was ready on the coaft of 
Normandy; James, attended by the duke of 
Berwick, arrived in the camp, between Cher- 
burg and la Hogue. Three hundred tranfports 
were aflembled at Breft; and every thing was in 
readinefs for the intended embarkation, when 
an unfortunate concurrence of circumftances de- 
feated the whole enterprize. 

Lewis had appointed a powerful naval force 
to fupport this invafion. But the Toulon fqua- 
dron, of thirty fail, commanded by d’Eftrees, 
was prevented by contrary winds, from joining 
the Breft fleet, under Tourville. In the mean 
time, the alarm of an invafion had fpread to 
England, and the earl of Marlborough, and fe- 
veral other perfons of inferior note, were fent 
to the Tower, on fufpicion of holding a trea- 
fonable correfpondence with their dethroned fo- 
vereign*, Admiral Ruffell was ordered out 
with the Englith fleet; and having formed a 
junction with the Dutch fquadron, he direéted 


fected poured out againft him. William’s concetn in this 
affair was certainly reprehenfible; but the conduct of the 
mafter of Stair (as Dalrymple was then ft)led) was more 
culpable in giving inftru€tions for the treacherous murder 
of an unarmed tribe. 

* The earl of Marlborough held a fecret correfpondence 
with James; but that unfortunate monarch never fuppofed 
him to be fincere: he fufpeéted him of an intention to be- 
tray his fovercign a fecond time. Admural Ruffell feems 
allo to have entered into thefe intrigues; and James had 
no better opinion of his fincerity. He was apprehenfive 
that Ruffel asa man of Republican principles, withed only 
to unhinge the government, and to debafe the crown in 
the perfon of fallen majefty. 

But whatever opinion Kusell might entertain, or what- 
ever were his fecret views, he certainly was an able and 
faithful fervant to his country. Nor does any one feature 
$n his chara@er or circumftance in his life, induce us to 
believe, whatever may be told by the affaffiny of public 
virtue, that he never could ferioully intend to betray that 
country and his truft as an Englith admiral, by carrying 
over the fleet under his command to the dethroned mo- 
narch, while a Papitt and pentioner of Lewis XIV. ‘The 
ambitious and intriguing genius of Malborough, his ori- 
ginal treachery to James, and his long and intimate cor- 
refpondence with his former matter and benefaGtor whom 
he had betrayed, leave us more in the dark with refpect to 
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his courfe to the Port of La Hogue. Off that 
place, about four o’clock in the morning, he dif- 
covered Tourvillet; who, though fenfible of 
the fuperiority of the enemy, refolved to rifk an 
engagement, in order to vindicate himfelf from 
an afperfion that had been thrown on his courage 
by M. de Seignelay, mihifter for the marine. 
He accordingly bore down in the Royal Sun, 
of one hundred and four guns, upon Ruffell, 
in the Britannia, of one hundred guns. The 
reft of the French fleet fell in with the Englith 
line, and a fierce engagement enfued, in which 
the Dutch had little fhare. The two admirals 
plied their guns very warmly from eleven till 
one; when Tourville, being difabled, was tow- 
ed off by his boats, and five frefh thips, with a 
furious fire, covered his retreat }. 

When the battle had continued about four 
hours, the weather became fo foggy that both 
parties defifted from firing. On the difperfion 
of the fog, the French thips were difcevered in 
making a hafty retreat: a fog would otherwife 
have effe€ted their inevitable ruin: but they 
were not fuffered to efcape without lofs. Four 
of Tourville’s hips, which had been fet’on fire 
during the engagement, blew up in the courfe ot 
the night. Next morning the chace was re- 
newed ; and the Roval Sun, the Admirable, an- 


his ultimate defigns. He appears to have been deflitute 
both of moral and political principles, when they interfered 
with his avarice or ambition; and it feems certain that, 
from zeal for the fervicc of James, or an averfion againft 
William, he defeated, by his fecret intelligence, an expe- 
dition againft Breft, under admiral Ruffell, in 1694, Seuart 
Papers, May 1094. James II. 1694. 

t May ly. 

t At the clofe of the feffion in 1692, William exerted 
his prerogative in a manner which has given much difguft. 
A bill, calculated for rendering the judges independent, by 
depriving the fovereign of the power of ftopping their fa- 
laries, or revoking their commiffions, unlefs they fhould 
be guilty of oficial mifbchaviour, patied both houfes; and 
as it conduced to the pure and unbiailed adminiftration of 
juftice, and confequently to the fupport of liberty, it me- 
rited the afi.nt of a prince whe had heen raifed,to the 
throne as the aflertor of freedom, and the friend of equi- 
table government. Yet he conticered it as an encraache 
ment on his lawful authority, and refufed to confirm it by 
his fanction. But though the Zéird Wilbam rejufed his 
atient to fo meritorious an act, the Tard Geargenobly gave 
his fiat to one of fimilar import, foon after his acceifionto 
the throne; with this laudable addition, that “ the judgqs 
‘¢ fhall continue in their offices, notwithftanding the de, 
« mife of the crown, which was formerly held immediately 
to vacate their feats,” See Seat. i. G, IIL, c. 23, 

othes 
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other firft rate, and the Conqueror, an eighty- fleets, the reft being detached, under Afhby and 


gun fhip, were deftreyed near Cherburg. The 
day following, thirteen French hips of the line, 
which had run athore for fafety at La Hogue, 
were burned by admiral Rooke, together with 
twenty tranfports, laden with military ftores*. 
This f{cene was witneffed by James, to the utter 
confulion of his hopes, and to the extreme ag- 
gravation of the lofs fuftained by his royal con- 
federatef. The vi€torious admiral now return- 
ed to St. Helen's, with a great part of the united 


*® Tourville, in obedience to his firft inftru@ions bore 
down upon Ruffel’s own hip, which he engaged at about 
mufhct-thot’s diflance. He tought with great fury till one 
o'clock, when his rigging and fails being confiderably da- 
"maged, his thip, the Rifing Sun, was towed out of the line 
in great diforder. The battle, however, till continued 
till four, when the fleets were feparated by a thick fog. 
When thus difperfed, the enemy were dilcovered plying 
to the northward; and Ruffel made the f:gnal for chacing. 
‘Part of the blue {quadron came up with the enemy about 
eight in the evening, and engaged them half an hour, 
during which admiral Carter received a mortal wound. 
His laft words proved the falfity of the afpertion, which 
the Jacobites had thrown on his character, by faying the 
had debauched him from his allegiance. Finding himfelf 
on the point of expiring, he exhorted his captain to fight 
as long as the fhip could fwim; and then expired with 
great compofure. ; 

On the following morning, the enemy were defcried 
plying to the weftward; and the combined fleets pur- 
{ued with all the fail, they could carry, until Ruffel’s 
turetop-maft came by the board. Th he was retard- 
ed by this accident, he continued the chace, and in the 
evening caft anchor near Cape La Hogue. On the twenty- 
Second of the month, about feven in the morning, part of 
the French fleet was difcovered near the race of Alderney, 

fome at anchor, and fome driving to the eaftward with the 
tile of flood. 

He and the fhips neareft him immediately eut their 
cables, and chaced. The Rifing Sun, having loft ber 
maits, ran aground near Cherbourg, where fhe was burnt 
by fir Ralph Delava', together with the Admirable, a fhip 
of one hundred and two guns, the Conquerant of eighty, 
and three others of lefler force. 

+“ Ah!”—exclaimed the depofed monarch, with a 
mixture of admiration and regret, at beholding the French 

on fire,—* none but my brave Englith tars could have 
* performed fo gallant an action!” Dalrytm;je's Mem. 

t In this a@ion the French loft twenty-one of their 

bargett thips, befides two frigates, and fome {maller veffels; 


and had it not been Jor the foggy weather, few or none of 


them would have efcaped: whereas the Englith loft not a 
fingte thip, nor one commiflion-officer, except admiral 
Carter, and colonel Haftings. 

In the onurfe of this year, the Proteftant intereft in Ger- 
ssany was confiderably ftrengthened by the creation of an- 
other eleétorate in favour of Lrneft Auguftus, duke of Hz- 
nover, That prince had now renounced his connexions 


other commanders, to {cour the channel. As 
foon as the queen was infurmed of his fuccefs, 
fhe aan the exertions of his men with a 
prefent of, thirty thoufand pounds, and diftri- 
buted medals among the officers, as honourable 
teftimonials of that courage and activity which 

had done fuch injury to the French mariney. 
The adherents of James in England, how- 
ever, were not difcouraged. They confidered 
the failure of the invafion as an accident, which 
might 


with France, and promifed to affitt the allies with a!l his 
forces, on condition of his obtaining the electoral dignity. 
King Wiliam feconded his application at the court of Vi- 
enna, and the emperor agreed to the prop«.fal, it the con- 
fent of the other electors could be procured. 

A majority of them was at laft procured: but new ob- 
jeCtions were ftill ftarted. It was alledeed, that the ele- 
vation of the duke would give the Proteftants (oo great an 
influence in the eleétoral college: that, in order to remed 
this inconvenience, another Popith ele€torate fliould be 
created; and that Auftria thuuld be advanced to that dig- 
nity: but as this expedient would have vefted the emperor 
with a double vote in the ele¢toral cullege, it was ftrongly 
oppofed, and ftrongly rejeéted. At length, after a tedious 
negociation, the duke of Hanover was honoured with the 
inveftiture, under the title of ele€lor of Brunfwick; and 
created great marthal of the empire: neverthelefs, hie was 
not yet admitted into the college, becaufe he had not been 
able to procure the confent of al] the electors. 

In the beginning of Septemker, the fhock of an earth- 
quake was experienced in London, and many other parts 
of England, as well asin France, Germany, and the Ne- 
therlands, Violent agitations of the fame kind had hap- 
pened about two months before in Sicily and Malta. In 
the former, no lefs than a hundred thoufand perfons are 
faid to have perifbed on the occafion. Soon after the 
town of Port Royal in Jamaica was almoft totally deftruyed 
by an earthquake, about fifteen hundred perfons being 
buried in the ruins, Burnet. Kennet. 

On the fourteenth of March, the king came to the houfe 
of lords, where, after having given the royal affent to fe- 
veral bills, he finifhed the felhon with a fpeech, in which 


| he declared, that he was greatly obliged tv them for the lis 


beral fupplies, which they had granted him; and which 
he would take care to apply to the purpofes, for which 
they were allotted: that he hoped they would endeavour 
to propagate in their feveral counties, the fame loyal and 
dutiful principles, which they had fo eminently dilplayed 
in parliament; that the fituation of affairs was fuch, that . 
his prefence on the continent was abfolutely neceflary; but 
that he would leave fuch a number of troops behind him, 
would be fufficient to fecure the tranquillity of the public: 
Yi that he would continue, as he had hitherto done, to 
expofe his perfon for the of thefe kingdoms; and 
would conftantly employ his utmoft endeavours to make 
them # happy and flourithing nation. 
In the courfe of this feflion, lord Mohun was indi€ed 
for the murder of William Mountfort, the player, who, a 
is 


WILLIAM 


might eafily be repaired, and continued_to dif. 
turb the government with their intrigues. From 
thefe intrigues, the perpetual oppofition be- 
tween the Whigs and Tories, and the neceflity 
‘of large fupplies to fupport the war on the con- 
tinent*, originated two alarming evils, inti- 
mately connected with each other; the national 
debt, and the curruption of the houfe of com- 
mons. During the time that Willjam, by a per- 
nicious funding fyftem, was loading the ftate 
with immenfe fums, borrowed to fupport his 
continental connexions, he was profufely liberal 
of the public money to his fervants at home ; 
and applied it without ceremony, to make friend 

of his enemies, or to procure a majority in par- 
Jiament. 

To fupprefs this corruption, fo far as it af- 
feted the reprefentatives of the peoplet, a bill 
was brought in for ‘triennial parliaments; and 
William found himfelf under the neceffity of 
pafling it, or of lofing the vote of fupply, with 


‘his excellent performances on the ftage, and his virtuous 
conduét in life, was univerfally beloved by the people, An 
officer of the army, it feems, had made indecent overtures 
4o Mrs. Bracegirdle, the celebrated aétrefs, who rejected 
his propofals with difdain. His lordfhip determined to ex- 
tort by force what he could not obtain by folicitation; and 
with that view refolved to intercept the lady in her return 

‘from the play-houfe. In order to protea herfelf from this 
outrage, fhe was ufually efcorted home by Mr. Mountfart, 
who one night, after having conducted her fafe to her own 
houfe, was aitacked by the officer in the ftreets, and bafely 
murdered. 

Mohua being prefent when the mutder was committed, 
‘was fecured and imprifoned in the Tower, and brought to 
his trial before his peers in Weftminfter Hall, the marquis 
of Carmarthen a¢ting as high fleward on the occafion. 
But as it did not appear that he was aétually concerned 
an the perpetration of the crime, or was in any degree ac- 
ceflary to ét, he way, after a trial of feveral days, acquitted 
bya grea majority. 

* A. D. 1693, 

t In the courfe of 1694, the bank of England was efta- 
bl A certain number of merchants fubfcribed to the 
amount of twelve hundred thoufand pounds, as a prefent 
fund for carrying on (he-purpofes of this inflitution. A 
bill was bequght into parliament and eafily paffed through 
both houfes, empowering their majefties to incorporate 
them by the name of governors and company of the bank 
of England, under a provifo, that, at any tmic after the 
firfi of Auguft, in the year ene thoufgnd feven hundred 
and five, upon @ year's notice, and the re-payment of the 
capital, the’ faid corporatien fhould ¢eale and determine. 
This fcheme was ftrengly fupperted by one party, and as 
violently oppofed by another. The former urged, that it 


would refcue the nation out of the hands of extortioners 
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which it was artfully connefled. He was alfo 
afraid to exert the influence of the crown, in de- 
feating a bill of fo much confequence to the 
nation; more efpecially as the queen, whofe 
death he knew would weaken his authority, was 
then indifpofed. A fimilar bill, as we have al- 
ready feen, was extorted from Charles I. but 
repealed, foon after the Reftoration, in com- 
pliment to Charles II. To this imprudent com- 
pliance may be afcribed the principal diforders 
which blemifhed that and the fubfequent reign. 
A houfe of commons, elefted every three years, 
would have formed fo ftrong a bulwark to li- 
berty, as muft have difcouraged all the attacks 
of arbitrary power. The more honeft and in- 
dependent parf of the community, therefore, 
zealoufly promoted the prefent law; which, 
while it continued in force, certainly contri- 
buted to ftem the tide of corruption, and produce 

a more impartial reprefentation of the peoplet. 
The queen, as William had prefaged, a 
On 


and ufurers, reduce intereft, raife the value of land, revive 
and eftablifh public credit, contribute to promote induftry, 
increafe trade, facilitate the annual fupplies, and connect 
the people the more sees with the government. The 
latter alledged, that it would become a monopoly, and en- 
rofs the whole money of the kingdom: thal, as it mutt 
e fubfervient to the views of the government, it might be 
employed to the moft dangerous purpofes: that inftead of 
aflifting, it would weaken commerce, by tempting people 
to withdraw their money from trade, and employ it in 
ftock-jobbing : that it would neceffarily diminith the {pecie 
of the kingdom, as it would deprive the nation of as much 
real mone} as there was imaginary money circulated: that 
it would produce a {warm of brokers and jobbers to prey 
upon their fellow creatures, encourage fraud and gaming, 
and further corrupt the morals of the people. The efta- 
blifhment, deed. has been produ@tive of fome ill confe- 
quences; but the advantages, which refult from it, are 
nerally admitted to be mere than fufficient to counter- 
alance its inconveniences. 

$ About this period, Dr. John Tillotfon, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, was feized with a fit of the palfy, while he 
was performing divine fervice in the chapel at Whitehall. 
He perceived the fit coming on him; but not thinking it 
decent to interrupt the fervice, he negleéted it fo long, 
that all remedies were found ineffeétual; and he expired 
on the fecond of November. His death was greatly lis 
mented by the king and queen, and by the nation in go- 
neral, who efteemed him as a prelate poffeffed of evcry 
amiable and engaging virtue. A folid judgement, a fine 
tafte, a fincere piety, and an univerfal philanthrophy : 
thefe qualities diftinguithed his whole life, and ftrongly 
charaéterized his fermons, which were con fidered as perte@ 

motels of facred compofition. ; ; 
He dicd fo poor, that, not the king forgiven cara 
ruit, 
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foon after the pafling of this important bill. The 
{mall pox being then prevalent, the queen had 
contraéted that diforder. The malignity of it foon 
increafed; and, though an interval of hope arofe, 
it was fhort and fallacious. When fhe perceived 
that her diffolution was approaching, fhe _be- 
trayed no fymptoms of alarm or difcompofure, 
but waited that awful event with the moft tran- 
quil intrepidity. She died, after a week’s indif- 
pofition, in the thirty-third vear of her age*. 
William feemed much affliéted at the death of 
the queen; and, however little regard he might 
have for her engaging perfon, from the frigidity 
of his own difpofition, his grief may probably 
have been fincere. Her open and agreeable 
deportment, and her natural alliance to the 
throne, had chiefly contributed to reconcile the 
minds of men to his government, The Whigs 


fruits, his creditars could not have been indemnified; fo 
generous and charitable had he been in a fituation from 
which Sancroft had raifed a confiderable eftate, which he 
left to his family. The queen fettled a penfion of three 
hundred pounds upon his widow, who likewife received 
two thoufand five hundred pounds for the manufcript of 
his fermons. He was fucceeded in the archiepifcopal fee 
by Dr. Tenrifun, bifhop of Lincoln, who was alioindulged 
with the privilege of recommending Dr. Gardner to the 
bifhopric trom which he had been tranflated. 
* On the death of the queen, the following letter was 
fent by the prineefs Anne tu hing William. “ Sir, I be 
your majcity’s favourable acceptance of my fincere and 
hearty forrow for your great affiiGion in the I-fs of the 
qucen, And I doaffure your majefty, Iam as fenfibl 
touct ed with this fad mi-fortune, asif I had never been 
fo unhappy as to have fallen into her difpleafure. It 
is wy earnent defire, your majefty would give me leave 
to wait upon you, as foun asit can be done without incon 
venience to you. and without danger of ealaerd your 
affition, that | may have an seca myf{eif, not 
only of repeating this, Fut of alluring your majefly of 
ny real int. ntions to omit 90 occafon of giving you con- 
fant proots of my Gncere refpe@ and concern for yeur 
* nerfon and irtereft, av becomes, fir, your majefty's 
* moft affectionate fitter, and fersant, ANNE. 
Mary was tall of ftature; and her perfon was not de- 
ficient in jufinef. of proporticn. Her aie were regu- 
Jar, her eyes Lrilliaut and expreflive, and the contour of 
her vifage pleafing. Her ta‘ents were refpe@able, and 
her under ftanding found and judicious, She was a fincere 
Protefiant; and by her exemplary piety, the purity of her 
manness, and even by her commendable induftry, greatly 
contributed to reform the court, «hich had been extremely 
licentious during the two preceding reigns. Nor was the 
deftitute of po nical addrefs; which, in the abfence of 
her huband, fhe si a ed in fuch a manner as to conci- 
liate the affe@ions of all parties. But here muft be a pe- 
tied to her praife, She poffefled few thining virtues, or 
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were ready to forgive her every breach of filfaf. 
duty, on account of her adherence to the Pro- 
teftant religion, and the principles of liberty; 
and even the Tories were willing to attribute 
her feeming want of fympathy with her father’s. 
misfortunes, to an obfequious fubmiffion to the 
will of her hufband. With her, all natural 
title to the Englith crown expired, on the part 
of William; and though his authority, fup- 
ported by the a¢t of Settlement, was too firmly. 
eftablithed to be eafily fhaken, the hopes of 
the Jacobites began daily to revive, and coh- 
fpiracies were formed againft his lifet;-as the 
only bar to the reftoration of James, and the 
fucceffion of his fon, the titular prince of Wales, 
whofe legitimacy feemed now unqueftionable, by 
the queen’s undifputed delivery of a daughterf. 

About this time, an aftonifhing fcene of 


elegant accomplifhments, And the charaéter of an obe- 
dient wife, fo juftly her due, is fhaded by the reproach of 
being a cruel fifter, and an unfeeling daughter; who en- 
tered the palace of her father, foon after he had been com- 
pelled to leave it, and afcended his throne with as much 
pleafantry as if he had been an enemy to her exiftence, in- 
ftead of an indulgent parent, and the fountain of her blood. 
This princef had no iflue, though fhe had lived upwards of 
feventeen years in the matrimoutalftate: the was interred 
in Weftminfter abbey, with extraordinary magnilicence, 
the funeral being attended by both houfes of parliament. 
Confcious that nothing but a virtuous conduét could fe. 
curt her the efteem of the prefent age, or the veneration 
of pofterity, fie was careful to condu@ herfelf in fuch-a 
manner as to merit, and finally to, be entitled to both. 
When one of the courtiers happenéd to exclaim againft the 
feverity of hiftorians, who had treated the memory of 
fume princes with fo much rigour; the judicioufly replied, 
that if thefe princes were fuch as the hiflorians repre- 
fented them, they well deferved the treatment they had 
received; and that thofe who purfued their fteps, might 
“ naturally expect the fame freedom of remark: for truth, 
“* though it might be for a time fupprefled, would mok 
 eertainly in the end of prevail.” 
All her virtues, however, could not procure her the 
eRteem, nor prote@ her from the feverities of the Jacobites; - 
who traduced her conduct while alive, and infulted her 
memory when dead, with the utmoft rancour and viru- 
lence. One of the clergy of that perfuafion had even the 
effrontery, on the Sunday aeper her death, to deliver 
a fermon on the following text: “ Gonow, fee this curfed 
* woman, end bury her, for the is a king’s dapghter.” 
t A. D..1695. 
$ As the princefs of Denmark had long held a feeret 
correfpondence with her father, and obtained his pardon 
for her undatiful condud, it was prefumed the woald not 
oppofe his reftoration, by pleading her pasliamentary title 
to the fuccefficn, 
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bribery and corruption was difcovered, which 
had infe€ted-not only the agents of the army, and 
the members of parliament, but even the privy 
counfellors themfelves, This was occafioned by 
a petition prefented by the inhabitants of Roy- 
fton, complaining that the officers and foldiers 
of the regiment belonging to colonel Haftings, 
quartered. upon them, had exa€ted fubfiftence 
money, and were guilty of many other abufes. 

The houfe having examined into the matter, 
refolved that fuch a pra€tice was arbitrary and 
illegal, and a violation of the rights and liber- 
ties of the fubjeét. On further enquiry, Paunce- 
fort, agent for the regiment, was taken into the 
cuftody of the ferjeant at arms, for having neg- 
le€ted to pay the fubfiftence-money, which he 
had received for the officers and foldiers. Ina 
few days he and his brother, who were equally 
guilty, were committed to the Tower; whither 
they were foon followed by Henry Guy, a mem- 
ber of the houfe, and fecretary to the treafury, 
who had received a bribe of two hundred gui- 
neas, for procuring the payment of the arrears, 
which were due to the regiment. 

The houfe then proceeded to frame an addrefs 
to his maiefty, reprefenting the abufes which 
exifted in the army, and humbly entreating him 
to grant immediate redrefs. The king promifed 
to comply with their requeft. Accordingly he 
difmiffed colonel Haflings, and beftowed his re- 
giment upon fir John Jacob, his leutenant-co- 
lonel. He alfo appointed a council of officers, 
to fit weekly and examine all complaints againft 
any officer or foldier. 

e commons, however, continued to pro- 
fecute their enquiry. They committed -Craggs 
and Harnage, two of the contra€tors for cloath- 
ing the army, for refufing to produce their 
books, and anfwer upon oath to fuch queftions 
as fhould be propofed to them by the commif- 
fioners for auditing the public accounts. They 
brought in a bill fof obliging them and the two 
Paunceforts, to difcover bow they had difpofed 
of the money, which they had received on ac- 
count of the army; and far punifhing them io 
cafe they fhould perfift in their refufal. 

Almoft at the fame period, complaints were 
sbhabiaa againft the commiffioners, for licenfing 

ackney-coaches. Upon examination, two of 
them, Athurft and Overbury, were honourably 


acquitted; but the other three, Killegrew, Vil- 
liers, and Gee, were found guilty, and removed 
with difgrace, Thefe difcoveries occafioned a 
{ufpicion, that an univerfal corruption had over- 
{pread the nation; that court, camp, city, coun- 
try, and even the parliament itfelf, were not 
immaculate. The commons were therefore de- 
termined to fearch to the bottom of this reign- 
ing evil, and to vindicate, if poffible, the ho- 
nour of their own houfe. An enquiry now 
took place refpetting the orphan’s bill, which 
was fuppofed to have paffed into an a& by virtue’ 
of undue influence: a commitree being ap- 
pointed to infpe€t the chamberlain’s books, dif- 
covered that a bribe of a thoufand guineas had 
been given to fir Jofeph Trevor, fpeaker of the 
houfe, and another of twenty guineas to Mr. 
Hungerford, chairman of the grand committee. 
For thefe mifdemeanors and breaches of truft, 
they were feverally expelled the houfe; and 
Paul Foley was chofen fpeaker, as Trevor's fuc- 
ceffor. 

The commons then proceeded to enquire into 
the means, by which the Eaft India company 
had acquired their new charter. Their books 
were examined by the fame committee, which 
had conduéted the former fcrutiny, and the 
moft flagrant inftances of venality and corrup- 
tion were difcovered. It appeared, that the 
company had iffued, for the fingle article of fe- 
cret fervice, no lefs than one hundred and feventy 
thoufand pounds; and that fir Thomas Cook, 
one of the direftors, and a member of the 
houfe, had been the principal manager of this 
{candalous commerce. 

Cook, at firft, refufed to anfwer interroga- 
tories; but, being at laft obliged to comply, he 
confeffed that he had delivered tallies for ten 
thoufand pounds to Frances Tyffen, deputy 
governor, for the fpecial fervice of the company; 
twelve thoufand pounds to Richard Aton, for 
exercifing his influence in preventing a new fet- 
tlement, and endeavouring to eftablith the old 
company; three hundred and thirty-eight pounds 
to Mr. Molyneux; two hundred and thirty to 
fir John Chardin; three hundred and fifty to 
Paul Docminique; three hundred and eighty- 
two to captain John Jermaine; five hundred 
and forty-five to Charles Bates; and forty thou- 
fand to fir Bafil Firebrace. 

Firebrace, 
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Firebrace, being examined, declared, that he 
had received the whole forty thoufand pounds 
for his own ufe and emolument; but that he~ 
had fupplied Bates with feveral fums of moncy, 
which he believed were diftributed among fome 
perfons of the firft diftin@tion. Aéton declared, 
that ten thoufand pounds of the fum which 
he had received, was prefented to perfons who 
had intereft with the members of parliament, 
and that a confiderable part of the money had 
paffed through the hands of Crags, Wallis, 
Ridley, and Docminique. Bates afirmed, that 
he had received the five hundred and forty-five 

unds, in confideration of exerting his intereft 
with the duke of Leeds, in favour of the com- 

any; that he had received from fir Bafil Fire- 
bare the fum of fiye thoufand five hundred 
guineas on the fame account; that the duke of 
Leeds knew of this gratuity; that the fame 
was reckoned by his grace’s domeftic, one Ro- 
bart, a foreigner, who kept it in his poffeffion 
till the inquiry was commenced, and then it was 
returned. On the whole it appeared, that the 
duke of Leeds had been a€tually culpable in 
thefe tranfaétions; that he really intended to ac- 
cept this fum, but conccived it prudent to ftop 
it in the hands of his fervant, till he fhould know 
whether he could receive it with impunity *, 

The commons were enraged at this nefarious 
conduf of the lord prefident. They inftantly 
refolved, that there was fufficient caufe to 1m- 
peach Thomas duke of Leeds, of high crimes 
and mifdemeanours; and that he fhould be im- 

ached accordingly. The duke was no fooner 
informed of this refolution, than he repaired to 
the lower houfe, where he was eafily admitted, 
complimented with a chair, and permitted to be 
covered. After having fat a few minutes, he 


* Dr. Thomas Tenifin, who fucceeded Dr. Tillotfon, 
in the metropolian dignity, was aitached to the principles 
ofthe Whigs. He perfuaded the king to iflue injunctions 
about thi. te, for the {tri@ obfervance of every branch 
of evclefiaitical difcipline; and encouraged the literary 
champions ofthe Trinity. He even procured freth direc- 
trons fromthe crown, which were publifhed in every dio- 
cefe. The defenders of the church, in their treatifes, did 

ot entirely agree in their fentiments concerning this ab- 
rufe point. Sherlock, a writer of reputation, maintained, 
that the divine perfons who formed the Trinity, were three 
diflin@ fubflances, and three intelligent agents. South 
combated the opinion of Sherlock, whom he reprefenied as 
atritheil; and explained the three perfons as different 
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rofe, took off his hat, and addreffed himfelf to 
the members in very extraordinary terms, He 
expatiated on the important fervices which he 
had rendered the nation; aflumed to himfedf 
the chief honour of the Revolution ; and even 
confidently affirmed, that had it not been for 
him, the houfe would not then have been fitting. 
He protefted his own innocence refpefting the 
crime of which he was accufed; and complained, 
that this was the effe€&t of a contrivance which 
had been long forming againft him. He de- 
clared upon his faith and honour that he had 
never touched a farthing of the money which he 
was accufed of having received. He expreffed 
the poignancy of his feclings in lying under the 
difpleafure of the parliament and nation, and 
concluded with requefting a {peedy trial, anda 
favourable hearing. 

Articles of impeachment were immediately 
prefented at the bar of the upper houfe, he 
pleaded not guilty; and the commons promifed 
to fubftantiate the charge; but fuch wonderful 

eculations were, at this time, difcovered, as 
inftantly to check the violence of the profecu- 
tion. Such numbers of eminent perfons ap- 
peared to be concerned in this {cene of corrup- 
tion, that a full dete€tion was equally dreaded 
by both parties. The duke ordered his fervant, 
Robart, out of the kingdom ; and his abfence 
furnifhed a pretext for poftponing the trial. In © 
a word, the enquiry was finally dropped; but 
the infamy firmly adhered to the charaéter of the 
duke. 

The Jacobites embraced this opportunity of 
cafting an imputation even on the integrity of 
the king. They afirmed.that his majefty had 
received as a bribe, the fum of ten thouland 
pounds. It is certain indeed, that he had re- 


“modes in which one effence fubfited: an explanation 


which fubjeled him to the imputation of fabellanifm. 
When the former interpretation was enforced by a divine 
who preached before the univerfity of Oxford, the acade- 
mical fenate condemned it by a decree, as falfe, impious, 
and heretical. Tu check thefe difputes among the church- 
men, as well as to guard againft the attacks of the enemics 
ofthe Trinity, William dire@ed that no preacher or writer ’ 
thould deliver any other do@rine on this head, than that 
which was agreeable to the {criptures, the creeds, and the 
articles; and the prelates were ordered to exert their au- 
thority againi the mifchievous views of thofe who contru- 
verted or denied the Trinitarian fyftom, Uh. //if, 
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ceived fuch a fum; but it is equally eertain, 
that he had mof received it as a bribe, but as a 
compliment dr prefent, which the company had 
been accuftomed to pay annually to the late 
kings, and which they had given only once in 
the courfe of three years to his prefent majefty. 
It is likewife certain that he rehited the fum of 
fifty thoufand pounds, which the company had 
offered him on conditign that he would confent 
to an aét in their favour. 

On the third of May the king repaired to the 
houfe of peers, and clofed the feffion with a 
fpeech, in which he thanked them for the fup- 
plies they had granted; informed them of his 
intention of going abroad; and affured them that 
he would entruft the adminiftration to perfons of 
known honour and fidelity; and defired the 
members of both houfes would be particularly 
careful to preferve the public peace and tranquil- 
lity. At the conclution of this {fpeech, the lord 
keeper prorogued the parliament to the eigh- 
teenth of June*. The king immediately ap- 
pointed a regency to govern the kingdom during 
his abfence. It was compofed of the archbi- 
thop of Canterbury; Somers, lord keeper of the 

reat feal; the earl of Pembroke, lord privy- 
eal; the duke of Devonfhire, lord fteward of 
the houfhold; the duke of Shrewfbury, fecretary 
of ftate; the earl of Dorfet, lord chamberlain ; 
and lord Godolphin, firft commiffioner of the 
treafury. It is remarkable, that neither the prin- 
cefs of Denmark nor her hufband were admitted 
into any fhare of the admiftration; a circum- 
ftance which difcovered the king’s jealoufy, and 
was farcaftically noticed by the Jacobites, who, 
under pretence of extraordinary zeal for the 
princefs’s intereft, refolved to improve it to their 
own pernicious purpofes f. 

In the month of May a parliament was affem- 
bled in Scotland, which, ater a ftri€t and impar- 


* At this period the filver coin of the kingdom was fo 
much dimnithed by the villainy of clippers, that a guinea 
was rechoned equivalent to thirty fhillings, and this dif- 
grace contributed greatly to lower the credit of the public 
funds. Various expedients were propofed for remedying 
this growing evil: but fume of them were dangerous, and 
others were impradticable. An aét, however, was pailed, 
containing ftri@er penalties againft clippers: but thefe 
public robbers ftill continued their villainous praétice : few 
«f them were difcovered, or brought to punifhment. 

t Sir John Trenchard dying about this time, his place 
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tial enquiry into the affair of Glenco, entirely 
acquitted the king of any fhare of guilt in that 
barbarous maffacre. But, though the king was 
fo folemnly acquitted, the Jacobites continued 
to caft on him the odium of that meafure. His 
principal error feems to have been his negl: &- 
ing to exprefs his difpleafure againft thofe, who, 
under colour of his royal authority, had perpetrat- 
ed fo barbarous a deed; for except the difiniffion 
of the mafter of Stair from his fervice, he in- 
fifted no punifhment on any of the delinquents; 
and this omiifion, more than any other circum. 
ftance, contributed to lofe him the affetion of the 
Scots. Hamilton abfconded, and an order was 
publifhed for apprehending his perfon. Camp- 
bell, Drummond, Lindfey, Lundy, and Barber 
were fpeedily brought to trial: Breadalbane was 
impeached ; but he found means to elude the 
danger: and his efcaping with impunity was, 
perhaps, from this circumftance, that fo many 
confiderable perfons were involved in the guilt, 
it was thought prudent to ftop the profecutions 
by mutual confent. 

The king diffolved the prefent parliament, and 
fummoned a new one to meet at Weftminfter, 
on the twenty-fecond of November. In the 
mean time fenfible that his referved and diftant 
behaviour was extremely prejudicial to his inte- 
re(ts, he endeavoured to gain the affections of 
his people by attempting a more frank and fami- 
liar deportment, than was fuitable to his difpo- 
fition. He honoured the diverfions of New- 
market with his prefence, where he received the 
compliments of the univerfity of Cambridge ; 
fucceffively vifited, at their fucceffive feats, the 
earls of Sunderland, Northampton, and Monta- 
gue, the duke of Newcaftle, lord Brooke, and the 
duke of Shrewibury; made, a folemn entry into 
Oxford, having been met, at fome diftance from 
the city, by the duke of Ormond, as chancellor 


of fecretary of ftate was conferred on fir William Trumball, 
an eminent civilian, learned, diligent, and vistuuas, who 
had been envoy at Paris and Conitantinople. Willium de 
Nailau, feigneur de Zuyleftein, fon of the king's natural 
uncle, was created baron of Enfield, vifcount ‘l unluidge, 
and earl of Rochford; Ford, lord Grey of Werk, elevacd 
to the rank of vifcount Clendale, and earl of Tankerciile, 
The fame nobleman, together with the duke of Schomberz, 
and Peregrine Bertie, vice-chamberlain to bis myelty, 
were fworn and admitted of the privy council. 
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of the univerfity, the vice chancellor, the doftors 
in their habits, and the magiftrates in their for- 
malities; repaired to the theatre, where he was 
welcomed in an elegant Latin fpeech, pro- 
nounced by Mr. Charles Codrington; and re- 
cei-ed from the chancellor, on his knees, the 
ufual prefents of a large Englith bible, the book 
of common prayer, the engravings of the uni- 
verfity, and a pair of gold-fringed gloves. 

That learned body had prepared a magnif- 
cent entertainment, hoping that his majefty would 
honour them at dinner: but the duke of Or- 
mond having communicated to him an anony- 
mous letter, addreffed to his grace, importing 
that a plan had been concerted to poifon him, 
the king immediately fet out for Windfor, affign- 
ing as a reafon for his fpeedy departure, and his 
retufing to view the colleges, “that this was a 
« vifit of kindnefs, not of curiofity, as he bad 
“ feen the univerfity before *.” 

The parliament meeting at the time appoint- 
ed, the king, in his fpeech, informed them, that, 
as the laft parliament had affifted hjm fo cheer- 
fully in profecuting the war, he doubted not but 
the prefent would fupport him with equal Jibe- 
rality: that the Englith torces had behaved dur- 
ing the laft campaign with fuch fignal bravery, 
as to refiect g-eat honour on themfelves, and on 
the English nation: that he was forry to be 
obliged to demand fuch confiderable fupplies, 
which, however, were abfolutely neceflary for 
the effeciual profecution of the war: that the 


* The hing, during his laft tour, happened to fleep one 
night at the houfe of one Mr. Cary, a gentleman of about 
a hundred years of age, who had been fervant to kin 
James the Firft, Charles the Firft, Oliver Cromwell, 
Charles the Second, and was now fervant to his prefent 
majefty. The king hearing ota particular humour which 
the old gentleman cifplayed in defcribing his piCtures, re- 
quefied to fee them, and, pretending to be ignorant for 
whom they were depicted, atked, of the firft in order, who 
that was? “ That,” seplied Cary, “ is my good old 
** mafter king James the Firft: I ferved him feveral years.” 
* Who is the next?” faid his majefty. ‘ That fir,” ane 
*« {wered Cary, ‘is my good old mafter Charles the Firft: 
*' he wasa good mafter to me, let them fay what they will 
“ oftum.” * Pray, whois the neat?” refumed the king. 
* Why traly, fir,” replied Cary, “thatis my mafter Oliver 
‘* Cromwell; he was alfo my very good mafter; and fo 
** was the sext there, king Charles the Second, and the 
“ nevt, kr g Jame: the Second; and fo now is ma- 
 jefty, whofe ; i@ure there is ftill room for.” Whether 
the hing gave him his piQuredoes not appear; but he was 
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funds, which had been eftablifhed, ‘had proved 
very deficient, and the civil lift was in a precari- 
ous fituation: that he begged permiffion to re- 
commend to their compaflion the miferable con- 
dition of the French Proteftants, who fuffered 
for their religion: that the ftate of the coin de- 
manded an immediate remedy: that the French 
were making vaft preparations for taking the 
field early in the f{pring, and nothing but the 
moft vigorous councils and refolutions, could 
withftand the power of that ambitious nation: 
that he was perfettly fatisfied with the choice 
which his people had made of their reprefenta- 
tives in the houfe of commons; and hoped they 
would proceed with moderation and: unani- 
mity. 

The commons having chofen Mr. Foley for 
their fpeaker, both houfes prefented an addrefs 
to his majefty, in which they congratulated him 
on the fuccefs of his arms, and his fafe retum; 
thanked him for the confidence which he repofed 
in their affections; and affured him that they 
would fupport him againft all his enemies, 
foreign and domeftic, and effeQually affift him 
in the profecution of the war, in which he was 
engaged for the fafety of England, and the li- 
berty of Europe. 

On the fourth day of the feffion, the bill was 
introduced for regulating trials in cafes of high 
treafon: it paffed through both houfes with lit- 
tle oppofition; and at laft received the royal 


affent f. 
When 


harley nal fimplicity in de- 
feribing his pictures, all of which it 4gems he pad received 
as preignts. 


+ It enaéted, that perfons indi&ed for high-treafon, or 
mifprifion of treafon, thould be fupplied with a copy of the 
indi@ment five xh before the indi@ment; and indulged 
with two counfellors to plead in their defence: that no 
perfon fhould be indi€ted but upon the oaths of two lawful 
witnefles {wearing tu the fame overt-a@; or, at leaft, to 
different ads of the fame treafon: that intwoor mote trea- 
fons of divers kinds, alledged in the fame bill of mdi&ment,‘ 
one witnefs to one, and another witne({s to another, (hould 
not be deemed two witneffes: that no perfon fhould be 

ted for any fuch crime, unlefs the indi@ment was 

found within three,years after the offence was committed: 

except in cafe of a defign or attempt to affadinate or poifon 

the king, which Diould not be fubjedt to this limitaGon : that 

indided for trea(on, or mifprifion of treafon, fhogld 
furnifhed with copies of the pannel of the jurors, two - 

days,at Jeaft before their trial; and fhould have the fame 


highly pleafed with the old 


' procefs to compel their witnefles to appear, which is ufually 


granted 


WILLIAM I. 


When this bill was fent up to the peers, the 
claufe, .fo often propofed by their lordfhips, and 
fo frequently reje€ted by the lower houfe, was 
again added, that a peer fhould be tried by the 
whole peerage; and the commons were now fo 
eager for the bill, that they readily agreed to this 
amendment. 

It is remarkable, that, while this affair was de- 

nding, lord Athley, afterwards earl of Shaftf- 

ury, and author of Charafteiftics; who was 
then a member of the lower houfe, and ex- 
tremely zealous for the bill, particularly that part 
of it which allows counfel to a prifoner; had 
pre ared a fpeech on the fubjeét, which was 

ighly applauded by thofe who had perufed it. 
But when he rofe to utter it in the houfe, he was 
fo intimidated by the auguft audience, that his 
memory failed him, and he could not recollect a 
fyllable of what he intended to fay. The houfe, 
having given him fome time to recover from his 
confulion, requefted him to proceed, when he 
expreffed himfelf to this effect: ** IF I, fir,” ad- 
dreffling himfelf to the fpeaker, ** who rife only to 
“ ge my opinion on the bill now depending, am 
‘ fo confounded, that I am unable to exprefs 
* the leaft of what I propofed to fay; what mutt 
‘*¢ the condition of that man be, who, without 
“ any affiftance, is pleading for his life, and un- 
“ der apprehenfion of being deprived of it?” 
This unexpected fally contributed more to the 
fuccefs of the bill, than the fpeech itfelf, how- 
ever excellent, could poffibly have done. 

This matter being adjufted, the commons pro- 
ceeded to take into conlideration the accounts 
and eftimates, and voted four millions, twenty- 
four thoufand, eight hundred, and fifty-three 
pounds, for the fervice ofthe enfuing year. They 
next began to examine the ftate of the coin; 
which, by the villainous arts of clippers, was 
now moft thamefully debafed; and, after a long 
deliberation, refolved to proceed to a new coin- 
age, 


ana A 


eae to witneffes-againft them: that no evidence fhould 
e admitted of any overt-act not exprefsly laid in the in- 
dictment: and that this act fhall not extend to any im- 

eachment, or other proceedipgs in parliament; nor toany 
indi€tment for counterfeiting his majefty’s coin, his great- 
feal, privy-feal, fign manual, or fignet. 

Gubfequent to this ac re{pefiing treafon and fedition, 
are thofe of $3 G, LIL. ¢. 27,36 G. HL. c. 7,-and $6 G. HI, 
£,8, They are, in a great degree fupplementary to,” and 
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The next point for their determination was, 
whether the new coin, in its different denomi- 
nations, fhould retain the original weight and 
purity of the old? or the eftablithed ftandard be 
raifed in value? The celebrated Mr Locke con- 
tended for the former expedient; Mr. Lowndes 
argued for the Jatter: but the obfervations of 
the philofopher, were deemed more convincing 
than thofe of the proje€tor; and the commons 
refolved that the eftablifhed ftandard fhould be 
preferved with regard to weight and finenefs. 

It was refolved that a reward of five per cent. 
fhould be given to all fuch perfons as fhould bring 
in either milled or clea an money to be em. 
ployed in exchange of the clipped money, 
throughout the kingdom: and that three pence 
per ounce fhould be given to all perfons who 
fhould bring in wrought plate to the mint to be 
coined *: that perfons might pay in their whole 
next year’s Jand tax in clipped money, at fome 
convenient time to be fixed. for that purpofe: 
and that commiffioners fhould be appointed in 
every county, to pay and diftribute the milled 
and unclipped money, and the new coined mo- 
ney, in lieu of that which was diminifhed. A bill 
being framed agreeable to thefe refolutions, paffed 
through both houfes, after fome inconfiderable 
oppofition, and, at Jaft, received the royal affent. 

It is remarkable that the Jacobites were ex- 
tremely ative on this occafion. They firft at- 
tempted to prevent a recoinage ; hoping the de- 
bafed ftate of the money would foon produce 
a ftagnation in trade and commerce, .and, in the 
end, an univerfal anarchy, during which they 
might more eafily be able to effeét their pernict- 
ous purpofes. Failing in that attempt, they en- 
deavoured to alarm the people with apprehen- 
fions of the dangersarifing from a recoinage. Hap- 
pily, however, for the nation, go as difap- 
pointed in all their endeavours. The recoinage 
was undertaken and executed with uncommon 
expedition; nor was it attended with any of 


a cae of the ftatutes of 25 Edward III. and this of 
7 William 11. and were particularly explained by lord chief 
juftice Ellenborough, in his charge to the grand jury, pre- 
vious to the trial of colonel De/pard and his accomplice,, 
for high treafon, in February, 1803. 
~ * At this time the humour of poffeffing filver plate was 
carried to fuch a degree of extravagance, that one ale- 
houfe near the Exchange, had filver tanhards to the value 
of above five hundred pounds, 

thofe 
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thofe fatal ‘confequences which the enemies of 
government had pretended to forefee: for, in 
lefs than a year, the currency of England, from 
having been the worlt, became the beft coin in 
Europe. : 

While the parliament manifefted their attach- 
ment to the prefent government, they alfo re- 
fulved to fupport the liberties of the fubje&t.— 
‘The king had a particular regard for the earl of 
Portland, who had always ferved him with in- 
violable fidelity. To this nobleman he had lately 
made a grant of fome lordihips in the county of 
Denbigh, including part of the ancient demefnes 
of the principality of Wales. 

The vaffals and tenants of thefe lordfhips pre- 
fented a petition to the parliament, remonftrating 
againft the legality of the grant, and infifting on 
the right which they had alway's enjoyed, of hold- 
ing folely of the prince of Wales. The commons 
tuok the affair into confideration; and, finding 
the objections advanced by the petitioners to be 
weil founded, addreffed his majetty to recal the 
grant, The king was much embarraffed with 
this addrefs, which reficéted highly on his con- 
duct. He promifed, however, to recal the grant, 
and to have recourfe to fome other method of 
manifefting his favour to the earl of Portland. 

About this time, the public attention was en- 
gaged by the difcovery of a confpiracy againtt 
the perfon and government of the king. ‘The 
Jacobizes, fuppofing his intereft was confider- 
ably impaired by the death of his queen, refolved 
to attempt the reftoration of James: in cunfe- 
quence of which they concerted the fcheme of 
a foreign invafion, and the refolution of affafli- 
nating his majefty. The earl of Aylefburv, lord 
Montgomery, fir John Fenwick, fir John Friend, 
captain Charnock, captain Porter, and one Mr. 
Gooman were the projeCtors of this plot. 

In the beginning of February, the duke of 
Berwick came privately into England, to haften 
the preparations of the confpirators. He affured 
them that James was ready to make a defcent 
with a confiderable number of French forces, 
and had diftributed commiflions, and given di- 
reCtions for procuring men, arms, and horfes, to 
join him on his arrival. When he returned to 
France, he found every thing in readinefs for the 
expedition. Twenty thoufand men were drafted 
from the northern garrifons, and aflumbled at 
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Calais: a great number of tranfports were col- 
le@ed at Dunkirk. monfieur Gabaret was ap- 
proaching with a fquadron of fhips, which, when 
reinforced by that of Du Bart at Dunkirk, was 
deemed a fufficient convoy; and James himfelf 
had arrived at Calais to embark with the firft op- 
portunity. 

In the mean time the Jacobites in England 
were preparing for an immediate infurrettion. 
Two regiments of horfe were nearly completed 
by fir Vos Friend and fir William Perkins, 
Four troops were enlifted by fir John Fenwick. 
Colonel Tempeft had engaged to raife a regi- 
ment of dragoons: colonel Parker was preferred 
to the command of another: Mr. Curwin was 
commiflidned for a third: and the party jointly 
intended to levy a fourth in Suffolk, were they 
pretended to have confiderable intereft. The next 
itep was to make choice of a proper perfon to 
undertake the affaflination of William; and co- 
lonel Parker was at firft propofed: but he had 
been concerned in fo many confpiracies againft 
the life of his majefty, that he would probably 
have been apprehended upon his arrival in Eng- 
land; at leaft his appearance would have alarm-. 
ed the fufpicions of the court. The tafk, there- 
fore, of murdering the king, was committed to 
fir George Barclay, a native of Scotland, a man 
of undaunted courage, fecret, cautious, and 
circumfpeét, but fo furious a bigot to the church 
of Rome, that he believed every thing to be juft 
ard legal, which tended to its promotion. 

Barclay, having obtained from king James a 
particular commitiion for this purpofe, repaired 
to England in the beginning of January, and im- 
mediately prepared for the execution of his de- 
fign. He imparted the fecret to Harrifon, alias 
Johnfon, a prieft, Charnock, Porter, and fir 
William Perkins, who readily embarked in the 
enterprize. Various methods were at firft pro- 
pofed for effeCting their purpofe: but they at 
length agreed to the bloody deed, and refolved 

.to attack the king on his return from Richmond, 
where he ufually amufed himfelf in hunting on 
a Saturday ; and the fcene of the tragedy was a 
lane between Brentford and Turnham green. 
As it- would be neceflary to difperfe the guards 
which attended the coach, they agreed to aug- 
ment their number to forty horfemen; and each 
con{pirator engaged to procure his proportion. 

Every 
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Every thing was now ready for the execution 
of their defign, which they refolved to attempt 
on the fifteenth of February; when two days 
‘before the appointed time, the plot was difco- 
-vered by three of the inferior attors, captain 
Fither, Pendergrafs, an Irith officer, and la Rue, 
a Frenchman. The two former gave their in- 
formation ‘to the earl of. Portland; the laft to 
brigadier Levifon; nor did any one of them 
know any thing of the others’ difcovery. The 
king could not, at firft, be induced to believe in 
the exiftence of a plot; but finding it confrm- 


ed by fo many witneffes, he admitted Pender-. 
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_ with the confpiracy againft his perfon, as well as 


with the defign of a foreign invafion ; expreffed 
a confidence in their good will and affection, 
and hoped they would adopt fuch fteps,for their 
common fafety as to them fhould appear expe- 
dient. ; 

That very evening, the two houfes waited on 
him at Kenfington with an affeftionate addrefs, 
in which they declared their abhorrence and’ 
deteftation of the villainous and barbarous plan 
which had been formed againt his perfon, of 
which they befought him to take unufual care. 
They affured him, that they would defend his 


grafs into his pees and prevailed on him to ! life and maintain his government againft the late 


give a hit o 
him, that he fhould not be produced as an evi- 
dence, without his own confent. A proclama- 
tion was inftantly iffued for apprehending the 
confpirators, Barclay abfconded, and could 
never be found; the Jacobites had, ‘therefore, a 
plaufible pretence for difclaiming the commif- 
fion which he had obtained from king James. 
Mott of the other confpirators were fecured. 
King James was fo confident of the fuccefs 
of the enterprize, that he had actually embarked 
his artillery and ftores, and even a confiderable 
number of his troops; but it was not long be- 
fore he was convinced that he had been a little 
too fanguine in his expe€tations. Admiral 
Ruffel was now difpatched to the French coatt 
with a fleet of above fitty fail of the line; and 
the enemy, confounded at his appearance, re- 
tired precipitately into their harbours. James, 
perceiving the defign was defeated, was over- 
‘whelmed with defpair, and returned to his court 
at St. Germains, to his own unutterable forrow, 
and the inexpreflible joy of the Englith nation ®. 
On the twenty fourth of February, the king, 
in a f{peech to both houfes, acquainted them 


* Admiral Ruffel, when gertain intelligence was re- 
ceived of the projected ‘avalon, was ordered to repair to 
the Downs, where he hoifted his flag on board the Victory. 
He collected, with incredible difpatch, a fleet of fifty farl, 
with which he made his appearance before Calais: and 
though he was unable to deitroy the French thipping, or do 
any great injury to the town, he fpread terror all along the 
coaft, and convinced the enemy of the neceffitg of attend- 
ing to their own prefervation, inftead ef ambitivufly at- 
tempting to invade.their neighbours. “Thus were all the 
hopes of James and his adherents vanifhed, by what the 
French denominated his malignant far. Full of fhame and 

‘eonfufion, and overwhelmed with difappointment and de- 
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the aflaffins, after having affured | 


king James, and all his other enemies. 

They alfo drew up an affociation to the fame 
effet, which moft of them figned without he- 
fitation. Some of the Tories, powerer objeCted 
to the expreffion, rightful and lawful fovereign, 
which was ufed in the declaration ; and, in 
order to remove the cavils of thefe fecret enemies 
the phrafe was changed into the fovereign, who, 
by Jaw, hath aright to the crown of the realms. 
The commons brought in a bill, which eafily 
paffed, importing, that fuch as refufed to take 
the oaths to his majefty, fhould be fubjec& to 
the forfeitures and penalties of Popifh recu- 
fants. 

The parliament next determined upon ways 
and means for raifing the fupplies. A new bank 
was eftablifhed, ufually termed the land-bank,. 
becaufe founded upon land fecurities. The bill 
imported, that a fund, redcemable by parliament, 
fhould be fettled in a national land ‘bank, to be 
raifed by new fubfcriptions ; and that no perfon 
fhould be concerned in both banks at the fame 
time. This fcheme fuppofed to have been con- 
trived by Dr. Chamberlain, was principally con- 
duéted by Foley and Harley ; and was generally 


fpair, he returned to St. Germains; where, abandoning all 
thoughts of an earthly crown, he direéted his views folely 
toward heaven. Lewis XIV. who was an accomplifhed 
gentleman as well as a magnificent king, treated the de- 
thioned monarch, on every occafion, with mucl: tender- 
nefs and compaffion. 

+ The king was well pleafed with thefe tokens of duty 
and affection from fo great a majority of his fubjects, He 
thanked the parliament for the zealous attachment they had 
exprefled to his perfon and government; and declared that 
he would cheerfully venture his life in defending the reli- 
gion, laws, and liberties of England, | 
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the bank of England. The company of the 


latter petitioned againft the bill, and were heard | 
by their counfel; but their reprefentations had - 
no effect; the bill paffed through both houfes, 


and at laft received the royal affent. 

On the twenty-feventh of April, the king 
clofed the feffion with a fpeech, in which he 
thanked them for the gencrous concern they had 
manifefted for his perfon and government; ac- 
quaiated them with his intention of going 
abroad for fome time; and exprefled his wifhes 
that they would endeavour to affitt thofe whom 
he fhould entruft with the government, in pre- 
ferving the peace and tranquillity of the king- 
don. 

During this time, the confpirators were 
brought to trial. The witneffes againft them 
were Porter, Harris, Blair, La Rue, Bertram, 
Fifher, Goodman, Haywood, and Ewebank, all 
of whom were concerned in the dcfign of an in- 
furreétion, and fome in the proje& of affaflina- 
tion. They were al! found guilty, and executed 
at Tyburn. 

The firft fufferers were Robert Charnock, one 
of the two fellows of Magdalen college, who, 
in.the reign of king James, had embraced the 
Catholic religion, leatenant King, and James 
Key, who had fermerly been a trumpeter, but 
of late a fervant to captain Porter. 

The next who were tried were fir John Friend 
and fr William Perkins. The evidence againtt 
then) was Clear and fatisfa€tory; and they were 
{enteuced to die the death of traitors, Friend 
was aman of great opulence, but little judg- 
ment: and had, theretore, been admitted into 
few fecrets of the confpiracy: his purfe was 
more regaidcd than his penetration; and his 
confeflion contained nothing interefting. Per- 
kins was a man of greater ability, and confe- 


# A remarkable inftance of the unparalleled aifurance of 
the Jacubns appeared on this oc cefion, Collier, Snatt, 
and Cooke, three non-suring clergyinen, attended the cri- 
winals 10 the place of cxccution, where they gave them 
the abfuluticon ot the church, and even accompanied the 
ceremons with a fole mn impofition of hands This infu't 
on the gover: ment did not paf. unnoticed,- The three 
clergymen were prefented bs the grand jury for having 
countenar.ced the treafon by abfolving the trattors, before 
they had repented cfthercome. An indiQment wasalfo 
preferred asad ft them: Cocke and Snatt were committed ; 
tut Colher ebfconded, and had even the affrontery to pub. 
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believed to be a Tory plan, intended to deftroy | 


quently had been honoured with greater confi- 
dence. so 

He acknowledged that he hed feen kin 
James's commiffion. He faid, however, that it 
did not authorize the taking away king William’s 


 “ife,, but only the attacking of his per‘on * 


On the twenty-firft of Aprilt, Rookwood, 
Lowick, and Cranbome, three of the other 
confpirators, were brought to the bar of the 
King’s Bench, and were all found guilty — 
Rookwood and Lowick were Papifts. They. 
exprefled their difapprobation of the defign in 
which they had been engaged; and only plead- 
ed, that, as military men, they thought them- 
felves obliged to obey the orders of the fovereign 
thev acknowledged. Cranborne pretended to be 
a Proteftant ; but was more fullen and obftinate 
than the reft; the Jacobites having taken care 
to roufe their party to the higheft degree of fury 
and difobedience. 

The laft who were tried in the courfe of this 
year, were Mr. Knightly and Mr. Cooke, fon 
of tir Miles Cooke, one of the fix clerks in 
chancery. ‘The former, making a full confeffion, 
his ingenuous behaviour procured him a reprieve, 
and she wands apardon. The evidence againtt 
the latter was imperfeét, though it was deemed 
fufficient by the jury, and he was accordingly 
condemned, But, as he promifed to make con- 
fiderable difcoveries, he was indulged with fuc- 
ceflive reprieves, and afterwards banifhed. 

The generals of the allied army had been pre- 
vioufly acquainted with the intended invafion 
and confpiracy: and had even tranfinitted the 
intelligence to England. Being now informed 
that both thefe {chemes sere happily defeated, 
they refolved to make an immediate retaliation 
upon the French for the inhuman defigns they 
had formed againft the life of William. 

Lewis had been fo confident of the fuccefs of 


lith a pamphlet in vindication of his conduét. In order to 
refute the cavils of this incendiary, fuurteen of the bishops, 
who happencd then to be in London, fubferibed a declara- 
tion, condemning the adminiftration of ablulution, before 
confefion made, and an abhorrence expreiled by the pri- 
foners of the henious crimes for which they were con- 
demned. @ , 

But though Cooke and Snatt were imprifened; yet 
through the lenity of the government, they were exculud 
from any uther punifhment. 
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the expedition, that he had even regulated his 
military operations in Flanders upon that fuppo- 
fition; and had actually eftablifhed a large ma- 

azine at Givet, with a view of ftriking fome 
Important ftroke, while the allies fhould be 
weakened by the abfence of the. Britifh -furces, 
Upon this magazine the confederates now deter- 
mined to pour forth their vengeance; and the 
execution of the enterprize was committed to 
the earl of Athlone and lieutenant general Coe- 
horn. 

Thefetwocommanders proceeded from Namur 
with a very formidable force. Athlone invefted 
Dinant with part of the troops, while Coehorn, 
with the. remainder, advanced to Givet. He 
inftantly began to bombard the town; and a 
party of foldiers having forced their way into it, 
with flambeaux in their hands, fet it on fire in 
feveral places; and fo effe€tually, that in a few 
‘hours, it was utterly confumed, together with 
the great magazine it contained. The two ge- 
nerals having effe€ted their purpofe, rejoined 
their forces, and returned to Nan with the 
lofs only of about ten men. King William, 
having appointed a regency, embarked at Mar- 

ate on the feventh of May, and arrived that 
fine evening at Orange Polder, whence he re- 

aired immediately to the Hague. The French 
had taken the field early in the fpring; but no 
enterprize of importance was attempted in the 
courfe of this campaign. Lewis was obliged to 
att on the defenfive; and William was {fo dif 
trefied for wantof money, that, though at the head 
of an army greatly fuperior to that of the enemy, 
he could not avail himfelf of that advantage. 

All the funds for this year proved extremely 
defe€tive; and the land bank failed, without 
having produced any other effect than that of 
injuring the credit of the national bank by its 
oppofition. The lofs of the nation on the re- 
coinage amounted to two millions, two hundred 
thoufand pounds: and though the mint was fo 
conftantly employed as to farnifh about eighty 
thoufand pounds per week, that fum was in- 
adequate to the purpofes of circulation; efpeci- 
ally as thofe who received the new fpecie either 
hoarded it, or.difpofed of it at an unreafonable 
advantage. In this fituation, had the French 
been able to make the fame efforts which they 
had formerly exerted, they might have reduced 
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the allies to great extremities: but, happily for 
England, and for the general liberties of Europe, 
Lewis was involved in ftill greater difficulties 
than even king William ‘himfelf. That prince, 
having exhayfted the wealth, and diminifhed the 
number of his fubjeéts, began to be fenfible of 
his inability to profecute the war; he, therefore, 
refolved to dire€t his attention towards effeting 
an inimediate peace. He difpatched an am- 
baffador to the ftates-general with fuch propofals 
as were deemed a futficient foundation for the 
commencement of a treaty; though the Dutch 
refufed to enter into any conferences on the fub- 
je€t, till they had obtained the confent of king 
William and the other allies. ’ 
In the mean time Lewis renewed his endea- 
vours to detach the duke of Savoy from the 
grand alliance; and that prince, who had been 
long engaged in a fecret negociation with 
France, at laft accepted her offers, and privately 
figned a feparate treaty at Loretto, to which 
place he retired, under pretence of a pilgrim- 
age. Lewis engaged to reftore to the duke all 
the conquefts which he had made in his territo- 
ries; to prefent him with four millions of livres, 
by way of reparation of the damages he had fuf- 
tained in the courfe of the war; to aflift him 
with a certain number of troops againft all his 
enemies; to effet a marriage between the duke 
of Burgundy and the princefs of Savoy; and to 
remit the princefs’s portion, (which was fettled 
at two hundred thoufand crowns of gold) in 
confideration of the prefent treaty, which was 

guarantied by the Pope and the Venetians. 
During this whole negociation the duke mani- 
fefted more policy than fincerity. When preffed 
on the fabjedt by the earl of Galway, the Englith 
minifter, who had received fome fecret intima- 
tion of the treaty, he conftantly denied any 
knowledge of fuch a treaty, till the arrival of 
the French army enabled him to avow it, with- 
out fearing the refentment of the allies. Catinat 
advanced into the plains of Turin, at the head 
of fifty thoufand men; an army greatly fuperior 
to that of the confederates. ‘The duke, fup- 
ported by thefe auxiliaries, began gradually to 
throw off the mafk. He atquainted the minifters 
of the allies with the overtures which France 
had tendered to him; reprefented the fuperior 
ftrength of her army; infifted on the danger to, 
which 
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‘which his dominions were expofed; and finall 
fionified his intention to accept the terms whi 
Lewis had propofed. At the fame time he fo- 
licited the concurrence of all the powers engaged 
in the confederacy; but this was a mere com- 
pliment: for though they unasimoully agreed in 
refufing their confent, he neverthelefs executed 
the treaty in public, which he had before con- 
cluded in private. 

The allies in general, were highly provoked 


at his perfidious conduét. Prince Eugene, { 


though his relative, exclaimed againft his trea- 
chery with great feverity. The young prince 
de Commercy was fo enraged at his defeQiion, 
that he challenged him to fingle combat, and 
the duke accepted his challenge; but the quar- 
tel was terminated by the mediation of friends, 
and they parted in amity with each other. 

Though nothing remarkable had lately hap- 
pened at fea, the Englith ftill rode the indubit- 
able mafters of that element. In June lord 
Berkeley fet fail for Ufhant with a confiderable 
fleet, to annoy the French coaft. He pillaged 
and deftroved a number of villages on the ifland 
of Guoy, Horeal, and Hodicke; took about 
twenty veffels; bombarded St. Martin’s on the 
ifle of Rhée, which he reduced to afhes; and 
the town of Olonne experienced a fimilar fate. 
Thefe enterprizes, though inconfiderable, alarm- 
ed the whole coaft of France, and ftruck the 
people with the utmoft confternation. The mi- 
niftry of that kingdom were fo apprehenfive of 
an invafion from England, that they were obliged 
to keep fixty thoufand men continually in arms 
for the defence of the maritime places. Soon 
after, rear admiral Benbow was difpatched with 
a {mall fquadron to block up Du Bart in the 
harbour of Dunkirk; but that brave adventurer 
found means to efcape in a fog, and failing to 
the Baltic, fell in with a large fleet of Dutch mer- 
chant fhips under convoy of fix or feven frigates. 
Thefe he captured together with a confiderable 
number of the trading veffels; but, being met 
by the outward bound fleet, convoyed by thir- 
teen fhips of the line, he was obliged to burn 
four of the frigates, turn the reft a-drift, and 
part with the whole of his prizes except fifteen, 
which he brought into Dunkirk. 

The Scots were as zealous as the Englith in 
exprcfling their abhorrence of the intended in- 
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vafion and confpiracy. The parliament of that 
kingdom, in the month of September, unani- 
moufly figned an affociation fimilar to that of 
England; and granted a fupply of one million, 
four hundred and forty thoufand pounds for 
maintaining their forces by fea and land, The 
Inith were as warm in their expreffions of loyalty 
and affection as either the Englith or the Scots. 
The commons of that kingdom expeli¢d Mr. 
Sanderfon, the only member of their houfe who 
had refufed to fign the affociation. 

The king grown weary of a campaign which 
afforded him no opportunity for aétion, em- 
barked for England on the the fourth of O€tober, 
and, in two days after, arrived at Margate, 
whence he proceeded immediately to Kenting- 
ton. The parliament meeting on the twentieth 
of the month, his majefty opened the feffion 
with a fpeech, in which he obferved, that pro- 
pofals had been tendered for a negociation; but 
that the moft effe€tual mode of treating with 
France would be fword in hand: that he hoped 
they would be expeditious in raifing fupplies for 
the fervice of the enfuing year, as well as for 
completing the funds already granted: that the 
civil lift was fo heavily burthened that it could 
not be fupported without their affiftance: that 
he flattered himfelf they would think of fome 
expedient for the recovery of the national credit : 
and that unanimity and difpatch were now more 
than ever neceflary for the honour, fafety, and 
advantage of the kingdom. 

The commons having taken the fpeech into 
confideration, refolved to fupport his majefty 
and his government, and effeCtually affift him in 
the profecution of the war. After thefe profef- 
fions of loyalty, they began to deliberate on thofe 
affairs which feemed to require the moft imme- 
diate attention: the farther regulation of the de- 
bafed ftate of the coin; fupplies for the enfuing 

ear; and the reftoration of the public credit to 
its former ftate. Having difcuffed the firft and 
fecond of thefe articles, they proceeded to the laft 
and moft difficult point, that of reftoring the pub- 
lic credit, which wasnow foconfiderably impaired 
that the notes of the bank of England were dif- 
counted aftwenty, and tallies at forty, fifty, and 


even fixty per cent. The crown, from the de- 
ficiency : the public funds, had contracted a 


debt of five mi hundred and fixty-four 
ebt of ive milisons, one Gaestnod 
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thoufand pounds; and as no fecurity was pro- 
vided for this, the government could not expeét 
to be regularly fupplied with money. 

The Jacobites fuppofed thefe evils were ab- 
folut ly irremediable; that the government mutt 
fink under the enormous weight of fuch compli- 
cated burthens; and that the general confufion 
which muft be the natural confequence, would 
produce a revolution in favour of the depofed mo- 
narch. But all their hopes were happily difap- 
pointed by the fingular fagacity, penetration, and 
prudence of Mr. Montague, chancellor of the 
exchequer, who was the foul of every project 
concerted for the revival of the national credit. 
By his induftry a {cheme was contrived for dif- 
charging the debts of the government; and a 
bill was introduced for that purpofe*. 

The good effets of this expedient were foon 
vilible. The value of two hundred thoufand 
pounds jn bank notes being funk by the new 
fub{criptions, the reft naturally began immediate- 
ly to rife in value; its operation was equally be- 
neficial on the tallies, after fuch a number of 
them as amounted to eight hundred thoufand 

ounds had been paid in to enlarge the bank. 
From this time, the credit of the bank reco- 
vered fo rapidly, that, in a few weeks, their notes 
on which no intereft accrued, were equal to 
money, and their bills which bore intereft, were 
more eagerly coveted. Thus, in a fhort time, 
the face of affairs was remarkably improved: 
public credit began to revive, and money to 
circulate on moderate terms: foreign exchange 
was lefs to our difadvantage, and foon after up- 
on a perfe&t equality: and whatever inconve- 
nience the people might fuffer from the continu- 
ance of the war, and the inconveniency of a re- 
coinage, they were fo perfeétly fatisfied with the 
meafures of government, that they cheerfully 
fubmitted to the prefent neceffity. 

Another evil remained to be remedied; the 
{carcity of money. The parliament, to prevent 
the deficiency of future funds, refolved, that the 
fupplies for 1697 fhould be raifed within the 
year; but how could they raife five millions 
within the year, while the filver money was 


* It related to a continuation of certain duties upon 
births, marriages, windows, the fubfidy of tonnage and 
ndage, and various other articles fos ten years; and all 
thefe branches conftituted a general fund, fince known by 
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called in and recoining, and while there was not 
a fufficient quantity of current cafh in the king- 
dom to anfwer the purpofes of trade, and hardly 
even to fupply the conveniences and neceffities 
of life? This vote of the parliament feemed abfo- 
lutely impra€ticable: the enemies of the govern- 
ment affe€ted a contemptuous fmile on the oc- 
cafion: and even its beft friends imagined, that, 
by this refolution, they had rather fhewn their in- 
clination, than their ability, to fupport the ftate, 
and render permanent the prefent eftablifhment. 

This difficulty, however, was effetually re- 
moved by the introdu@ion of paper money.— 
The parliament authorized the treafury to iffue 
exchequer bills to the amount of two millions; 
and thefe bills were firft to be advanced upon 
the fecurity of any branch of the king’s reve- 
nues, except the land-tax. ‘They alfo impowered 
the exchequer to contra&t with any number of 
men, and to allow them a competent premium, 
provided they would engage to exchange thefe 
notes for ready money, when tendered to them 
for that pupofe: an expedient which was ac- 
cordingly reduced to pra€tice. The exchequer 
notes, being thus fecured in their credit, ad- 
vanced gradually to par, till at Jaft they exceed- 
ed the value of money: fo that, inftead of re- 
fufing, the people were happy to receive them 
in payment. For this plan the public were 
alfo indebted to the fagacity of Mr. Montague, 
who feems to have poffefled a peculiar talent 
for this branch of politics, and who contributed, 
more than any other man, to reftore and efta- 
blifh the national credit. 

Thefe affairs being happily adjufted, the atten: 
tion of parliament was next engaged in the cafe 
of fir John Fenwick, one of the confpirators, 
who had been feifed at New Romney in Kent, 
while he was attempting to efcape into France. 
He had, when taken, fent a letter to his lady 
by one Webber, who attended him; but this 
man being apprehended, the letter was difco- 
vered which clearly demonftrated his guilt. He 
then endeavoured to protraét his trial by engaging 
to make fome important difcoveries; and even 
accufed the earls of Shrewfbury, Marlborough, 


the name of the General Mortgage. Should this prove in- 
fufficient for difcharging the public debt, the deficiency was 
to be fupplied out of fuch aids or revenues as fhould be 
granted in the next feffion of parliament, 


and 
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and Bath, lord Godolphin, and admiral Ruffel, 
of having made their peace with king James, 
and engaged to a€t in every refpeét for his in- 
tereft. But thefe accufations were abfolutely 
falfe and groundlefs; and were afterwards even 
declared to be fuch by parliament. In the 
mean time his lady and relatives attempted to 
feduce the two witneffes, Porter and Goodman. 
Porter pretended to liften to their propofals: but, 
having drawn the lady, and one Chancey, who 
aéted as her agent, into a private apartment, he 
placed fome witneffes in an adjacent room, who 
came in, and feized them with the money: in 
confequence of which Chancey was tried, con- 
vidted of fubornation, fined, and fet in the pil- 
Jory. They were more fuccefsful in their de- 
fiens upon Goodman, who had not refolution to 
withitand the temptation, and immediately dif- 
appeared; one witnefs only remained, and Fen- 
wick began to think himfelf beyond the reach of 
danger. The affair was now fubmitted to par- 
Jiament; and the commons brought in a bill of 
attainder againft him; which, though violently 
oppofed, was attually carried through both 
houfes, and at laft received the royal affent. 
Many learned debates enfued, though the 
whofe difpute was reducible to this fingle quef- 
tion, whether Fenwick, who was confefledly 
guilty, fhould be condemned to the punifhment 
which his crime deferved, though he was pro- 
tefted by the forms of law, an advantage too, 
which however trivial in a cafe of this nature, 
he had not been able to obtain without having 
recourfe to bribery and corruption? the Whigs 
Supported the affirmative; the Tortes, the ne- 
gative: in other words, the Whigs maintained 
the /ubflance of juftice; the Tories, the appea?- 
ance: the former afferted the fpirit of liberty ; 
the latter, the fhadow: maxims to which thefe 
two parties have never tailed to adhere on every 
fimilar occafion. In the houfe of commons, the 
bill was fupported by lord Coningtby, lord 
Cutts, fir Walter Strickland, fr Herbert Crofts, 
fir Walter Young, Mr. Montague, Mr. Vernon, 
Mr. Methuen, and Mr. Cowper. It was op- 

ofed by lord Norrey, fir Charles Carteret, fr 
Edward Seymour, fir Godfrey Copley, Mr. Man- 
ley, Mr. Foley, Mr. Harcourt, Mr Howe, and 
the two Harleys. Mr. Methuen fupported ‘the 
lawfulnefs, the expediency, and even the abfo- 
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lute neceflity of bills of attainder in certain 
cafes. The principal fpeaker againit the’ bill, 
was fir Godfrey Copley, who acknowledged his 
entire conviction of Fenwick’s guilt; and ad- 
mitted the legality of bills of attainder. 

The bill was ftill more violently eppofed in 
the upper, than in the lower houfe ; but the per- 
fon bY whom it was chiefly fupported, was bi- 
fhop Burnet; who, after explaining, with great 
precifion, the Jaw relating to trials in ie of 
high treafon; and recapitulating fome of the 
moft remarkable bills of attainder which had 
been pafled in parliament, and of which he 
frankly gave his opinion, concluded in thefe 
words, “ The ancient Romans,” faid he, * were 
“ extremely jealous of their liberty; but however 
“ fcrupulous they might be in ordinary cafes; 
yet, when any of their citizens feemed to en- 
“ tertain a defign of ufurping the fovereign 
“© power, they either created a dictator to de- 
“ ftroy him, or proceeded againft him in a fum- 
‘© mary manner. By the Portian law, no citi- 
** zen could be put to death for any crime what- 
ever; yet, fuch regard did the Romans pay 
to juftice above law, that, when the Campa- 
nian legion had perfidioufly invaded and pil- | 
“ Jaged Rhegium. they put the whole body to 
“«* death without exception. 

“ In the famous cafe of Catiline’s confpiracy, 
“* as the evidence was clear, and the danger ex- 
“ treme, the confpirators were all executed, 
“ notwithflanding the fecurity afforded by the 
 Portian law. ‘This was alfo done by order of 
“© the fenate, without either permitting them to 
“ {peak in their own defence, or giving them the 
“ privilege, which they enjoyed by the Vale- 
“ yian law, of appealing to the people; and yet 
« that whole proceeding was principally direéted 
* by the two greateft afferters of public liberty 
“* that ever exifted, Catoand Cicero. It is likes 
“ wife remarkable that Cafar, who oppofed it, 
“ on pretence of its being contrary to the Por- 
“ tian law, was, for that very reafon, fufpetted 
‘* of being concerned in the confpiracy: and, 
“ indeed, it afterwards appeared how little he 
“ yegarded either law or iberty; though, on 
“ this occafion, he made ufe of the one to pro- 
“ te@ thofe who had engaged ia a plot for the 
“ deftruétion of the other.” 

The laft expteffion was highly refented by the 
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oppofers of the bill, who fuppofed the bifhop 
meant to infinuate, that they were liable to the 
fame accufation which had been imputed to 
Cefar. 

The bill of attainder was no fooner paffed, 
than Fenwick exerted his utmoft endeavours to 
procure a reprieve from his majefty: but all his 
applications proving ineffectual, he began to 
prepare himfelf for his approaching fate. He 
defired the affiftance of a divine; and the court 
had no obje€tion to any of the clergymen who 
had taken the oaths to the government: but of 
thefe he did not approve. He had then the 
choice of any of the bifhops who had diffented 
from the bill of attainder: but to thefe he alfo 
objected. At laft he was indulged with the af- 
fiftance of Dr. White, the non-juring bifhop of 
Chichefter; a favour which he obtained by the 
interceffion of bifhop Burnet, whom he thanked 
in a letter for this friendly office. 

He was complimented with the axe, in con- 
fideration of his rank, and his alliance with the 
houfe of Howard, and fuffered on Tower-hill, 
with apparent compofure and refignation*. He 
acknowledged his loyalty to king James, and 
earneftly prayed for his reftoration; but men- 
tioned, with abhorrence, the idea of affaffinat- 
ing king William; which he juftly termed a 
moft abominable proje&t. This expreffion of- 
fended the Jacobites, who doubtlefs confidered 
it as a very laudable undertaking ft. 

On the fixteenth of April, the king clofed the 
feflion with a {peech, thanking them for the li- 


* Ina paper which he delivered to the theriff, he called 
God to witnefs, that he knew not of the intended invafion, 
till it became the common fubjeé of converfation, nor was 
he employed in any manner for the fervice of king James. 
He thanked thofe nable and worthy perfons who had op- 
pofed his attainder in parliament; protefted before God 

_ that the information he gave to the miniftry he had received 
in letters and meflages fiom France; and obferved, that he 
a Sati expected merey from the prince of Orange, as 
be had been inftrumental in faving his life, by preventing 
the execution of a defign which had been formed againft it. 
Dr. Goldfmith, with too much propricty, obferves, * that 
the death of Fenwick may ferve to prove the infuffici- 
“' ency of any laws to p the fubje@, when a majority 
ve 4 the powertal, fall think proper, to difpenfe with 

em 


+ The parliament, having finifhed the affair of Fenwick, 
proceeded to remedy a publie grievance, of which the peo- 
pie had long complained. Certain places in and aboat 

ndon, which, during the prevalence of the Popifh fu- 

ion, were allowed as fanGuaries to criminals and 
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beral fupplies they had granted him; congratu- 
lating them on the fuccefs of their endeavours 
for reftoring public credit, acquainted them with 
his intention of repairing to the Continent ; and 
begging they would promote in their feveral 
counties the fame loyal principles, which they. 
had fo eminently difplayed in parliament. 

About this time the earl of Dorfet refigned 
the office of Jord chamberlain, which he had en- 
joyed from the time of the Revolution. He was 
fevere and fatirical in his writings, but humane, 
generous, and beneficent in his private condu€. 
So indolent, that he could not fubmit to the 
drudgery of -a court; and, when folicited by 
king Charles the Second, to become a favourite, 
he declined the offer, on account of the labour 
which muft neceffarily arife from fo troublefome 
a ftation. He was fucceeded in office by the earl 
of Sunderland, who was alfo {worn of the privy- 
council f. 

The king, having appointed a regency §, em- 
barked at Margate, on the erty tik of April, 
and on the following evening arrived in Holland. 
The chief obje€t of the prefent year was the 
treaty for a general peace. The Englifh minif- 
ters were the earl of Pembroke, a virtuous, 
learned, and popular nobleman], lord Villiers, 
and fir Jofeph Williamfon. Thofe of France 
were Harley, Crecey, and Callieres: and the ple- 
nipotentiaries of all the princes agreed to ac 
cept the mediation of his Swedifh majefty, who 
had appointed Mr. Lillienroot for that purpofe. 
The place of congrefs was fixed at a palace be- 


debtors, continued ftill to pretend to poffefs a privilege of 
protecting the latter. One of thefe, named Black Friars, 
was inhabited by a fet of lawlefs ruffians, who daily com- 
mitted the moft daring aéts of violence and outrage. To 
remove this intolerable nuifance, the parliament now paffed 
an aét for the more effeCtual relief of creditors in cafes of 
efcapes, and preventiry abufes in prifons and pretended 
privileged places. In confequence of this aét, the outlaws 
were obliged tu abandon their quarters, which were foon 
occupied by more reputable inhabitants. 

t A. D. 1697. 

oe peaeney was compofed of the archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, lord chancellor Somers, now created baron of 
Evehham, the earl of Pembroke, the duke of Devonthire, 
the duke of Shrewsbury, the earl of Dorfet, the earl of 
Romney, the carl of Sunderland, and admiral Ruffel, who 
was now advanced to the dignity of baron Shingey, 
vifcount Barfleur, and earl of Oxford. 

| His office of privy-feal was executed in his abfence by 
fir Thomas Mompeffun, fir Charles Cotterel, and Mr. James 
Tyrrel, , : . 

longing 
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Jonging to king William, called Newbourgh- 
houfe, tituated between the Hague and Delfdt, 
, not far from the village of Rvfwick. 

The feveral powers engaged in the war were 
aftuated by very diffrent motives. Lewis was 
defirous of a peace, not only on account of the 
miferable condition to which bis kingdom was 
seduced; but alfo as the king of Spain was in 
a very declining ftate of health, and he had 
formed a defign of fecuring the fucceflion of that 
rich monarchy: a {cheme which he could not fo 
well execute during the exiftence of the confe- 
deracy. ‘The emperor had alfo preténtions upon 
that crown; and therefore endeavoured to fup- 

rt the grand alliance. The Englith and Dutch 
Fad no other view than to reftrain the power of 
France within its proper limits; to eftablifh a pro- 
per barrier in the Netherlands; and to procure 
an acknowledgement of king William's title. 

All parties feemed heartily tired of the war. 
Lewis XIV. by his fuccefsful intrigues, had de- 
tached the duke of Savoy from the confederacy : 
he tampered with the other powers: and a con- 
grefs for a general peace, under the mediation 
of Charles XI.* of Sweden, was at laft opened, 
at the caftle of Ryfwick, between Delft and 
the Hague. The taking of Barcelona, by the 
duke of Vendome, induced the king of Spain 
to hearken to the propofals of France; and the 
emperor, after reproaching his allies with defert- 
ing him, thought it sie tient to accede to the 
treaty t. The conceflions made by Lewis XIV. 
were very confiderable; but the pretenfions of 
the houfe of Bourbon to the Spanith fucceffion 
remained in full force. Though the renuncia- 
tion of all claim to that fucceffion, conformable 
to the Pyrennean treaty, had been one great ob- 
jeCtion of the war, it was not even mentioned 


* The negociation was interrupted by the death of 
Charles the eleventh of Sweden, who was fucceeded by 
his fun, the celebrated Charles the Twelfth, then 2 minor: 
but the queen and five fenators, whom the late king had, 
by his will, appointed admimiftraiors of the government, 
refolved to continue the mediation, and tranfmrtted a com. 
miffion to Lillenroot for that purpofe. Accordingly, on 
the twenty-fecond of May, the Imperial plenipotentiaries 
delivered their mafter’s demands to the mediator, and the 
feveral German miniflers gave in the pretenfions of the 
refpective princes whom they reprefented. 

A. D 1697. 

t Lewis, it is faid, difcovered much relu@ance in fub- 
witting to this article ; and that be might not feem wholly 
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in the articles of peace: It wasitipulated, That, 
the French monarch fhould arknowledge Wil- 
liam to be lawful fovereign of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and make no farther attempt to difturb 
him in the poffeffion of his kingdoms}; that the 
duchy of Luxembourg, the county of Chiney, 
Charleroy, Mons, Aeth, Courtray, and all the 
places united to France by the chambers of Metz 
and Brifac,' as well as thofe taken in Catalonia, 
during the war fhould be reftored to Spain; that 
Friburg, Brifgaw, and Philipfburgh, fhould be re- 
ftored to the emperor; and that the duchies of 
Lorraine and Bar fhould be rendered back to 
their native prince. 

As king William had always aflumed, and 
uniformly fupported the character of the pro- 
teCtor of the Proteftant intereft, his minifters, on 
the day preceding the conclufion of the treaty, 
prefented a remonftrance in favour of the French 
Proteftant refugees in England, Holland, and 
Germany: but the French ambafladors declared, 
in the name of their mafter, that as he pretended 
not to prefcribe rules to king William refpecting 
the Englifh Catholics, he did not expe& to have 
any reftraint impofed upon him with regard to 
his Proteftant fubjeéts. The king exprefied his 
concern at this difappointment; but, as he did 
not think it a fufficient reafon for prefevering in 
the war, the treaties were ratified. 

During the progrefs of the treaty, king James 
publithed two manifeftoes, addrefled to the Ca- 
tholic and Proteftant princes of the confederacy, 
foliciting their affiftance to reftore him to his 
throne, and protefting againft whatever fhould 
be tranfafted at Ryfwick, to the prejudice of his 
inconteftible right. The confederate princes 
treated thefe manifeftoes with negle& and in- 
difference; and a fenfible pamphlet appeated in 


to defert the dethroned monarch, propofed that his fon 
fhould fucceed to the crown of cage’. after the death of 
William ; that William, after little hefitation, agreed to the 
requefi; that he even folemnly en to procure the re- 
peal of the A& of Setdement, and to obtain another a&, de- 
claring the pretended prince of Wales hisfucceffor, Bat 
Janes it is added, rejeGed the offer: protefting, That 
thould he himfetf be le of confenting to fo difgraceful 
r in favour of bis fon, he might juftly be reproach- 
departing from his avowed principles, and with 
reining monarchy, by rendering ele@ive an hereditar 
crown. des Affairs Etrangivesa Verfaiiiee. James II, 
1697. Macpherfon, Hip. Brit, vol. ii. 
England, 
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England, in which the principles of the re- 
volution were juftified, the conduét of king 
William vindicated, and James’s pretence to a 
divine, indefeafible, hereditary right, was de- 
monftrated to be equally abfurd and ridiculous. 

The king, having regulated with the ftates- 
general the number of forces which were deem- 
ed neceflary during a peace, embarked for Eng- 
land on the thirteenth of November, and the 
following evening landed fafely at Margate; 
from whence he repaired immediately to Lon- 
don, where he was received in a kind of triumph, 
amidft the acclamations of the people. Some 
progrefs was made towards erecting triumphal 
arches; but the king prohibited fuch oftentatious 
parade. Exclufive of natural modefty, he had 
conceived an additional antipathy to pompous 
exhibitions, from the ridiculous extent to which 
the French had carried that puerile fpecies of 
vanity, by which means they had expofed them- 
felves to the contempt and derifion of the other 
nations of Europe. , 

The parliament sata on the third of De- 
cember, the king, in his fpeeeh to both houfes, 
informed them, that the war, which he had un- 
dertaken by their advice, was now, by the blef- 
fing of God, and their effe€tual affiftance, ter- 
minated by a fafe and honourable peace; a peace 
which he was willing to conclude, lefs to relieve 
himfelf from any trouble or danger to which he 
might be expofed, than to remove from his peo- 
ple thofe heavy burthens, which they had hither- 
to borne with fo much patience and refignation : 
that he was forry, however, to inform them, that 
his fubje&ts could not be relieved from thefe bur- 
thens fo foon as he could have wifhed, and they 
might have expetted: that the deficiencies of 


the late funds were confiderable ; the debts con-_ 


trated-by the crown were great; that he did 
not entertain a doubt but they would enable him 
to fupply the one, and difcharge the other with 
their ufual liberality: that the naval force of the 
kingdom, which, fince his acceffion, had been 
doubled, could not be fupported without a pro- 
portionable encreafe of fupply; and he believed 
they would with him in admitting, that 
the principal th of England’ muft ever con- 
fiftin a formidable navy: that, confidering the 


* The death of John Sobietki having, about this time, va- 
cated the throne of Poland, James was mentionédas a candi- 
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ftate of affairs on the Continent, he thought it 
his duty to inform them, that, in his opinion 
the kingdom could not be fafe without a refpe@- 
able army; and he hoped they would not give 
France an opportunity of effe€ting, during the 
continuance of a peace, what fhe had been un- 
able to accomplifh by war: that he acknow- 
ledged, with equal gratitude and pleafure, that 
he had hitherto received eyery mark of zeal and 
affe€tion which a prince could defire or expe& 
from his people; and he now affured them, in 
the moft folemn manner, that he never had che- 
tifhed, nor ever could cherifh, any intereft {e- 
perate from theirs: that he confidered it as one 
of the greateft advantages of the peace, that it 
would afford him leifure to settify any abufes 
which might have been introduced into any part 
of the adminiftration, and effectually to difcous 
Tage vice and immorality: and that as he had, at 
the hazard of his life, refcued their religion, laws, 
and liberties, when they were in a perilous 
ftate, fo he fhould confider it as the greatett glory 
of his reign to preferve and tranfmit them un- 
impaired to pofterity. 

The commons, after congratulating the king 
on the conclufion of the peace, and ailuring him 
that they would ever be ready to fupport his go- 
vernment, dire€ted their attention to that part of 
his fpeech which related to the maintenance of a 
ftanding army; a practice to which they had 
conceived the moft inveterate averfion, and the 
recommendation of which from the throne af- 
forded them no confolation. This point was de- 
bated with great vehemence, and many learned 
arguments were enforced on the fubje&t. Seve- 
ral pamphlets were alfo iffued on this important 
conteft, abounding with great energy of ftyle, 
ftrength of argument, and cogency of reafoning. 

But though the Englith had at that time po 
regular militia, they had conceived fuch an ob- 
ftinate jealoufy of a ftanding army, that the 
commons paffed a vote, reducing the forces to 
lefs than eight thoufand men. This meafure 
ah much uneafinefs to his majefty. He was 

enfible that the nation was ftill ina very un- 
fettled condition, and not perfe€tly relieved from 
apprehenfions of a vifit from the late king, who 
was {till protected by the French monarch*. 

He 


date; and Lewis promifed to promote his eleétion with all 
his intereft; but he alledged ae his acceptance of fuch an 
‘ offer 
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He knew that the Jacobites were as violent 
and numerous as they had ever been; and, 
when not overawed by the fear of a ftanding 
army, would be the more readily induced to 
form hoftile defigns and attempts againft his 
perfon and government. He was informed, 
that Lewis hud not yet difmiffed a fingle regi- 
ment; and he was convinced, that, in thefe cir- 
cumftances, fo great a redu€tion of the Englith 

» would render the peace, which had been 
obtained at the expence of fo much blood and 
treafure, extremely precarious; and would once 
more expofe this kingdom, as well as the other 
ftates of Europe, to the mercy of an ambi- 
tious prince, who had fhown himfelf an inve- 
terate enemy to the Proteftant religion, the inde- 
pendence of England, and the general liberties 
of Europe. Thefe and many other arguments 
were urged by his majefty, againft fo great a 
redu€tion of the army; but perceiving that all 
his remonftrances were ineffectual, -he fubmitted, 
with his ufual prudence, to this, as he had for- 
merly done to other mortifications. 

In confequence of the vote for reducing the 
army, the commons granted a fupply of two 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, to be diftri- 
buted among fuch officers and foldiers as fhould 
be difcharged. Provifion was alfo made for al- 
lowing half: pay to commiflion-officers, who were 
Englifhmen; and a bill was introduced, import- 
ing, that difbanded foldiers fhould have liberty 
to exercife their trade in any town or corporation 
in England*. An annual fum of feven hundred 
thoufand pounds was alfo granted for the main- 
tenance of his houfehold. 

Of this fum, one hundred thoufand pounds 
were appropriated to enable his majefty to pay 


offer would be equivalent to an abdication of the Englifh 
fovereignty ; and declared that he would never renounce 
his hereditary sight for the poft thon uf a crown to which 
he had no pretenhuns. Memors of James 11. 

* To raife the fums neceffary for difbanding the forces, 
paying their arrears, and making good deficiencies, a land 
tax was granied of three filling, in the pound; sn addi- 
tional duty on coal, culm, and falt; a duty was impofed 
upon all coals imro-ted from Scotland, or from any part 
beyond fea; the poll-tax was continued f r another year, 
and the duties upon coffee, tea, cho olate, fpices, pedlars, 
and hawkers for three; the dut‘e upon Ramped vellum, 
parchment, and paper, and thofe upon soport:d alamode, 
and lutefirings were doubled, the t me was enlarged for 
purckafing ard granting annuities; and, finally an aét 
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the jointure of queen Mary D’Efte, and to eftae 
blifh and fupport a court for the duke of Glou- 
cefter, fon of the princefs Anne of Denmark, 
who was now in the ninth year of his age. It 
was, however, afirmed that, notwithftanding this 
provifion, he never advanced any part of it to 
the abdicated queen, nor ever paid the duke 
above fifteen thoufand pounds f. 

es the debates on the public fupplies, the 
affairs of the Eaft India company, which had 
been fo long depending, was again revived. 
The trade to that part of the world was very 
advantageous to the proprietors; and govern- 
ment expe€ted a proportionable gratuity. They 
had lately applied to the old company, demand- 
ing a fum for the fervice of the public; and the 
metnbers had agreed to advance, by way of loan,“ 
feven hundred thoufand pounds, at four per 
cent. for that purpofe, provided they might be 
gratified with an exclufive privilege of trading 
to the Eaft Indies. 

The miniftry {eemed inclined to accept this 
offer; when another body of merchants, pre- 
ceded by fir John Ward, fir Francis Eyles, fir 
Gilbert Heathcote, and Mr. Samuel Shepherd, 
and fupported by Mr. Montague, chancellor, 
of the exchequer, propofed a fiew fcheme, by 
which they engaged to raife two millions, at 
eight per cent. on condition that an exclufive 
trade to the Eaft Indies fhould be granted to the 
fubfcribers. They alfo propofed that thefe fub- 
feribers fhould not be obliged to trade in a joint- 
ftock; but that if any number of members fhould 
with to be pase aalpee a charter fhould be 
granted them for that purpofe. 

This propofal was thought preferable to that 
of the old company; and accordingly a bill was 


paffed for raifing a fum got exceeding two millions, upon 
a fund for payment of annuities at the rate of eight per- 
cent, redeemable by parliament. 

The commons then examined the flate of his majefty’s 
revenue, which they found greatly anticipated, and charged 
with heavy debts; and in order to remove this incum- 
brance as well as to fecurc him again fimilar inconve- 
nience fur the futurc, they granted the snnual fumef feves 
hundred theufand pounds for the maintenance of bis houfee 
hold, to be continued during his life. 

+ For this anecdote we are indebted to the duehefs of 
Marlborough, inthe account he has given of her own 
condu@; but as that lady is well known to have hed no 
great regard for the king, her affestion, perhaps, in this 
particular, deferves the lefs credit. 

framed 
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framed, importing, that every fubfcriber thould 
have liberty to trade annually, to the amount of 
his refpe&tive fubfcription, or might transfer 
fuch liberty to any other perfon: that his ma- 
jetty thould be empowered to incorporate fuch 
of the fubfcribers as were defirous of trading 
colleftively: that the powers and privileges of 
the Eaft India company fhould be fettled by 
parliament: that the fubfcribers fhould enjoy 
the eight pounds per cent. and the exclufive 
right of trading to the Eaft Indies for the ternf 
of ten years, or till it fhould be redeemed by 
parliament: that every perfon fubfcribing to 
the amount of five hundred pounds, fhould have 
a vote: and that no perfon, however large his 
fubfcription might be, fhould have more than 
ane. 

The old company were no fooner informed of 
this bill, than they prefented a petition againtt 
it; and the commons paid-fo much regard to 
their remonftrance as to offer them an exclufive 
right provided they would accept of it on the 
fame terms, to which the others had promifed 
to fubmit; but the company, believing they 
fhould foon be able to ruin their rivals, refufed 
to agree to the propofal. Apprehenfive, how- 
ever, that this tafk might prove too difficult, 
they at laft confented to advance the two mil- 
lions ; but the commons, having other important 
bufinefs, and not choofing that any fet of men 
fhould trifle with them in fuch a manner; and 
even fufpefting, that the company, by this 
offer, only intended to gain time, till they fhould 
have an opportunity to exercife thofe arts of 
bribery and corruption which they had formerly 
adopted, proceeded on the bill, which had been 
already introduced, and which accordingly paffed 
without any oppofition. 

The company, finding themfelves Sa Je 
ed in this quarter, applied to the houfe of peers ; 
and their lordthips indulged them with a hear- 
ing. ‘Many arguments were advanced in their 
favour; byt what principally merited their at- 
tention, was, that, as they had obtained a char- 
ter, it was ungenerous that they fhould be de- 


® The charge, however, was merely general, and there- 
fore the lef. regarded ; but it was notorious, that the im- 
menfe fum of ninety thoufand pounds, which, to gain a 
fecyrity for their unreafonable profits, the old company had 
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prived of their right, without any accufation of 
ill conduét or mifdemeanour. To this it was 
replied, that though his majefty had granted 
them a charter, he had referved a power of re~ 
calling it upon three years notice: that the king 
was not invefted with the power to grant a per- 
petual exclufive right, nor had he indeed in- 
dulged them with any fuch privilege: that if 
it fhould appear to the honourable houfe, before 
whom the caufe was now depending, that the 
old company enjoyed unreafonable profits: that 
they themfelves were fo convinced of this truth, 
that they had even expended the enormous fum 
of ninety thoufand pounds, in the delufive arts 
of bribery and corruption, in order to obtain 
an exclufive right: and it fhould further appear, 
that the new fubfcribers were willing to fupply 
the nation with Eaft India goods at as reafonable 
rates as the old company, and at the fame time 
to furnifh government with larger loans of mo- 
ney; their lordfhips would then be able to de- 
termine to whom the preference fhould be 
fhewn, to the old or to the new company. The 
lords influenced by thefe arguments, agreed to 
the bill, which had been fent up by the com- 
mons; and it was foon after confirmed by the 
royal fan&tion. 

In confequence of this a€t, by which the old 
company was diffolved, and the new one ere&- 
ed, the books for receiving fubfcriptions were 
opened at Mercers Hall, on the fourteenth of 
July, and, fuch was the zeal difcovered by all 
claffes of people to engage in this new projet, 
that, in the courfe of three days, the fum of two 
millions was fully completed. 

The Tories were confounded and chagrined 
to fee fo large a fum fo expeditioufly and fo 
cheerfully furnifhed, at the very time they were 
invidioufly complaining, that the nation was re- 
duced to beggary: and, being deprived of all 
other means of confoling themfelves, they caft the 
moft virulent inve€lives againft the Whigs, who 
had been chiefly inftrumental in eftablifhing the 
new company, and whom they openly accufed 
of public robbery and peculation *. 

The 
lavithed in bribes, had been principally diftibuted among 
that party; the duke of Leeds, one of their chret leaders, 
having narrowly efcaped a parliamentary impeachment for 
the fhare he had in that infamous commerce: and it 1s not 


improbable, 
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The attention of the commons was now di- 
re€ted to Irifh affairs: wool being the ftaple 
commodity of England, and the manufaCtute of 
that commodity its principle trade, the nation 
was always Jealous of any rivalfhip- or inter- 
ference in that article. The Irifh*, tempted by 
the fuccels of the Englith, had lately cftablifhed 
fome woollen manufa&tures; and the commons, 
receiving intelligence of this circumftance, pre- 
fented another addrefs to his majefty, entreating 
him to enjoin all thofe whom he employed in 
the government of Ireland, to difcourage the 
woollen manufactures in that kingdom, as they 
interfered with thofe of England; and to pro- 
mote the linen manufaéture, which would be 
equally advantageous to both nations. 

Orders were accordingly tranfinitted to the 
lords-juftices, who recommended the matter to 
the Irifh parliament; and the members pro- 
mifed to ufe their utmoft endeavours to effet a 
reformation in thefe branchest. The citizens 
of Londonderry had delivered a petition to the 
Englith parliament, reprefenting the important 
fervices which they had performed to govern- 
ment, and the fevere hardthips they had fuffered 
during a long and cruel fiege, the ternble havock 
which had been made in their city and fuburbs, 
the large fums they had expended in fortifying 
the place, purchafing arms and ammunition, 
railing and maintaining forces, and the many 
other public loffes they had fuftained; and 
humbly entreating the members to procure them 
fuch relief, as to them, in their great wifdom, 
fhould feem proper. ‘The commons, convinced 
of the truth of this reprefentation, recommend. , 
ed their cafe to his majefty, with ne enco- 
miums on their gallant behaviour. The king | 

romifed to take it into confidcration; but no 
immediate relief was granted them. : 


{ 
improbable, that th: ir prefent venation night beoccafioned | 
by afupp Stun, that, by the dilulu ion of the old com. | 
pany, they wore de prived ofall expediationsofever tharing 
fuch another booty. “Phe Whigs have been mercenary; 
aud the Tore nave been ercenary; but, it thuuld feem, 
that mercenary princs, les are equaily applicable to both 
parties; an{ can, with no propriety, he contidered as dif- 
tinguifhing cl.aracterifitcs of ether. There are other prin- 
cy ofa very afercn ta ure, which futhciently difcri- 
mihatt the two paitics; and thefe but too p.ainly appear 
in the cour’ of the Lnglih hiftery 

* A. D. 1693. 
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Since the arrival of the French refugees fe. 
veral manufactures of alamodes and luteftrings 
had been eflablifhed in England, and had even 
been carried to a confiderable degree of per- 
fe€tion; but as it could not be expected that 
thefe commodities could, at once, be affurded 
upon fuch moderate terms as they were fold in 
France, fome merchants, influenced by the for- 
did motive of avarice, and regardlefs of the in- 
tereft of their country, bad long engaged in a f.- 
cret and clandeftine trade with that kingdom, 
and had imported large quantities of thefe ar- 
ticles into England; by which illicit means, be- 
fides defrauding the king of his cuftoms, the 
lad checked the growth and progrefs of thet 
manufactures at home. 

They had alfo exported wodl, fuller’s earth, 
and fcouring clay, in order to fupply a woollen 
manufatory, which had been eftablifhed in 
Picardy; and as they had pratifed this illicit 
commerce curing the whole war, they had, as 
an aggravation of their crime, tranfmitted to the 
enemy the earlieft intelligence of all our defigns 
and proie€ts. ‘The pernicious practices, how- 
ever, being now difcovered, the commons came 
to a refolution that thefe pefts of fociety fhould 
be profecuted by the attorney and folicitor- 
general, and punithed with the utmoft rigour 
and feverity. The delinquents, confcious of 
their own guilt, and dreading the refentment 
of an enraged nation, thought proper to make 
an ingenious confeffion, and to implore the 
mercy of thew judges. In confequence of which, 
the lords, before whom they were tried, im- 
pofed fev:re fines upon eight of them, amount- 


"ing in the whole to fixteen thoufand pounds, 


and ordered them to be imprifoned in Newgate, 
till they fhould pay the money f. 
Criminals of another denomination were about 


+ The commons having received acomplaint of a work 
written by William Mollyncux, in which the dependence 
of Ireland on the Englith parliament was denied; it was 
voted that this publication was of pernicious tendency ; 
and that the late eopdudt of the Irith parliament, in re- 
enagting an Englifh ftatute, with material alterations, bad, 
given occafion to the propagation of the dangerous pofis 
tions which the beok contained. 

{ The commons, likewifc, addreffed the king, defiring, 
that thefe fines thould be appropriated to Greenwich hof- 
pitals and his majefty promufed to comply with their ree 


so 
this 
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this time deteéted; but unhappily for the na- 
tion, they efcaped with impunity. Exchequer 
bills had been found ufeful for the purpofes of 
trade in fupplying the {carcity of money, while 
the filver was called in and recoining. Though 
no intereft accrued on thefe bills at their firft 
iffuing from the exchequer; yet, upon their 
fecond iffuing with an indorfement, after hav- 
ing been paid in upon any of the king's taxes, 
they were allowed an intereft of feven pounds 
twelve fhillings per cent.; and this was a temp- 
tation too ftrong to be refifted by thofe, who, 
by counterfeiting the indorfements, had it in 
their power to enrich themfelves. Of thofe, who 
engaged in this nefarious praftice, the principal 
were Charles Duncomb, receiver-general of the 
excife; Bartholomew Burton, who enjoyed a 
department in the fame branch of revenue; 
John Knight, treafurer of the cuftoms; and 
Reginald Mariot, a deputy-teller of the exche- 
quer. The laft was admitted an evidence; and 
the proof being judged fufficiently apparent, the 
commons refolved to make examples of the de- 
linquents. Duncomb and Knight, both mem- 
bers of parliament, were expelled the houfe, 
and committed to the Tower. Burton was im- 
prifoned in Newgate; and bills of pains and 
penalties were ordered to be brought in againft 
them *. 

The ste importation of foreign luxuries, 
which if not under proper reftri€tions, are fure 
to corrupt the morals its people ; the unhappy 
divifions which prevailed among the ‘clergy, 
and which had greatly diminifhed the refpeé 
due to their profeflion and chara€ter; the per- 
nicious example of men of fuperior rank, which 
never fails to influence the inferior claffes; with 
many other caufes, concurred to diffufe through 
the nation a (pirit of immorality, irreligion, and 
profanenefs, 

The commons, alarmed at the rapid progrefs 
of thefe vices, prefented an addrefs to his ma- 
jefty, befeeching him to give {tritt ordéts to all 
his judges, juftices, and magiftrates, to put the 
Jaws in force againft blafphemy, atheifm, and 


* The firft, which}readily paffed the lower houfe, im- 
pofed upon Duncomb, a fine of two hundred thoufand 
nds; which however was not above half the fortune 
acquired by this infamous praétice ; but this bill was re- 
je@ed in the upper houfe by the cafting vote of the duke 
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every other immorality. The king, who in his 
own conduét was particularly ftri€t and de- 
corous, was highly pleafed with this addrefs, 
and readily confented. to comply with their re- 
queft. He therefore iffued a proclamation for 
preventing and dag ak immorality and pro- 
fanenefs, and for fupprefiing fome impious 
books, which had been lately publifhed, and 
which contained doftrines inimical to Chriftia- 
nity. At the fame time he encouraged the So- 
ciety for the Reformation of Manners, which 
had originated in the preceding reign, At its 
firft inftitution, it was fo far from being coun- 
tenanced by the reigning monarch, that it was 
induftrioufly checked and difcountenanced, as 
tending to prevent the progrefs of that fupertti- 
tion, which he unhappily profeffed; and this 
circumftance had long kept it in a very declin- 
ing ftate, and hindered it from producing any 
confiderable effe&t. But, being now honoured 
and proteéted by the prince, it foon acquired a 
more permanent eftablifhment, and difcovered 
its influence in a more effe€tual manner. 

On the third of July, the king repaired to the 
houfe of peers, and clofed the feffion with a 
fpeech, in which, after exprefling the moft 
grateful fenfe of the many marks of zeal and 
affe€tion which they had fhown to his perfon 
and government; he requefted they would be 
particularly careful, in their refpective counties, 
to enforce the laws againft vice and immora- 
lity, and effe€tually difcourage irreligion and pro- 
fanenefs. The parliament was then prorogued ; 
and as it had now fat the full period of three 
years; the term, to which, by an aét lately 
paffed, all future parliaments were limited, it 
was foon after diffolved, 

Though William had compelled Lewis to ac- 
knowledge his title, he was afraid, that, while 
James fhould continue to refide in France, ca- 
bals and intrigues might be expeéted to be 
forated againft his perfon and government: he 
therefore difpatched the earl of Portland, as his 
ambaffador to Paris, to obtain if poffible, the 
difmiffion of that prince to Avignon, in which 


of Leeds, The other two bills experienced the fame fate. 
The peers difmiffed Duncomb from his confinement; but 
he was re-committed by the commons, and remained in 
cuftody till the conclufion of the feffion. 
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cafe he promifed to fettle on him a handfome 
‘penfion ; as well as to ‘bala fome indulgence 
in fayour of the French Proteftants, who were 
now expofed to the fevereft perfecution. The 
eas] was accompanied with a {plendid retinue 
of the Englith nobility and gentry, and was re- 
ceived at Paris, as well as in every other part of 
France, with particular marks of honour and 
diftinEtion; but notwithftanding thefe expref- 
fions of regard, he was unfuccefsful in his em- 
bafly: Lewis was reftrained, by a fenfe of ho- 
nour, from complying with his firft demand: 
his bigotry prevented him from yielding to the 
fecond. 

During the earl’s abode in France, he was 
prefent at a review of the houfehold troops, 
which was held in the plain of Archers, before 
the king, the dauphin, the young princes, and 
feveral perfons of the firft quality. King James 
and the titular prince of Wales were alfo in 
the company, and were anxious of joining in 
converfation with the Englifh ambaffador and 
his attendants: but the latter induftrioufly avoid- 
ed every opportunity of meeting ; and the for- 
mer were difappointed in their expe€tations*. 

The earl of Portland was fo far from gaining 
any thing by his embaffy, that; on the contrary, 
he found, on his return to England, that he was 
fupplanted in the king’s favour, by a young 
Dutch nobleman of the name of Keppel, now 
advanced to the earldom of Albemirle; who 
by a rapid progrefs, feemed wholly to have en- 
groffed the royal ear. The two favourites con- 


* Mr. Matthew Prior, the poet, who swas fecretary to 
this embafly, being one day con.ucted through the royal 
apartments, and thew: among other curiofities, thofe ex- 
celient pieces of Le Brun, which reprefent the French 
king’s victories; was athed by his guide, whether king 
Wilham’s vidtories were not alfo to be feen in his palace? 
* No,” repiicd Mr. Prior, “ the monuments uf my maf 
* ter’s victories are to be feen every where but in his 
* houfe.” 

Mr. Dodfey, an ingenious, though humble attendant on 
the mufc<, ha, favoured the world with a fpitited epigram 
on bifhop Burnet’s mentiotung this ingenious poet with a 
na de of contempt, in his Uajory of bis en Times: for 
inferting which, we hope to he entitled to pardon. Indig- 
nant at the fupercilion. pre’ate, fur giving him the de- 
gracing appelativn of one Pason, he applied Le following 
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“ One Prier: And is this, this all the fame, 
“ Thu poet from the hiftorian can claim. 
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tinued, for forme time, to regard each other with 
a jealous eye; till, at laft, the earl of Portland, 
jealous of the fuperior intereft of his rival, re- 
figned all his employments, and retired from 


court. 

The French commiffary, who was fent to 
London to regulate the tariff or cartel between 
the two nations, was as unfuccefsful in bis en- 
deavours for that purpofe, as the ear! of Port- 
land had been in his embafly. This dilappoint- 
ment may be attributed to feveral caufes. The 
parliament had loaded the French commotities 
with fuch heavy duties, that few were willin 
to engage in that extravagant branch of com- 
merce, The Englith fupplied themfelves with 
wines from Italy, Spain, and Portugal; with 
tinen from Holland and Silefia: and manufac. 
tories of paper, ftuffs, hats, and filks, were fuc- 
cefstully condu€ted in England, by the French 
refugees, who had reforted to this kingdom +. 

About this time, the king fettled the houfe- 
hold of the duke of Gloucefter, who was now 
entering the tenth year of his age, and gave 
manifkeft proofs of an excellent genius, and a 
moft amiable difpofition. The earl of Marb 
borough, who had been lately reftored to fa- 
vour, was appointed his governor; and the bi- 
thop of Salifbury, his preceptor. Notwithftand- 
ing the difgrace which Marlborough had lately 
experienced, the king always entertained an ex- 
alted opinion of his great merit and abilities, 
When he delivered the young prince to his 
care and tuition, he faid, “ Teach him, my 


** No! Prior's verfe pofterity thall quote, 
** When ’tis forgot one Buract ever wrote,” 


+ On the fifih of January, a fire breaking out at Whitc- 
hail, through the carelefinefs of a laundrefs, the whole body 
of the palace, with the gallery, council-chamber, and fc- 
veral any See apartments, were entirely confumed; and 
fuch was the violence of the flames, that the benqueting- 
honfe, of which the king was extremely fond, and for the 
prefervation of which he exerted his utmoft endeavours, 
could, with great difficuity be ed, 

In the courfe of this faffion, ¢ earl of Macclesfield ob- 
tained s divorce from his lady, who had long lived na fate 
of The earl, unwilling to procizim his fhame 
to the world, had long connived at her irregular condu@; 
but bei inforwed thet the Indy was kels delicate, and 
that he had even bean Jately delivered of two daughte 
he was at left induced to apply vo his peers, who readil 
granted him that redrefa, mrluch the Laws of his country had 
pointed out to him, 

“ lord 
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, treaty of partition, which was fis 


** Jord, but to be what you are, ‘and my nephew 
« cannot want accomplifhments.” 

William was, at this time, revolving in his 

miod a projeét of the utmoft im ¢ to the 

eneral interefts of Europe. is was a plan 
or fettling the fucceffion to the crown of Spain, 
which in a fhort time, was expefted to be va- 
cated by the death of Charles the Second, whofe 
conftitution was almoft exhaufted. 

The competitors were, the ele€toral prince 
of Bavaria, grandfon to a daughter of Spain ; 
the archduke Charles, fecond fon of the em- 
peror, who was alfo related, though in a remote 
degree, to the fame family, and upon whom 
Philip the Fourth, the late king of Spain, had 
fettled the fucceffion of his Spanifh dominions : 
and the dauphin of France, bn of Maria The- 
refa, daughter of the fame monarch, and fifter 
of the prefent king of Spain, but whofe right 
his father, Lewis the Fourteenth, when he 
efpoufed the Spanith princefs, had formally and 
exprefsly renounced. Thus the right of the 
ele&toral prince depended folely on confangui- 
nity, without any a& either in ei or in di- 
minution of his title: the right of the archduke, 
befides the plea of blood, was farther confirmed 
by a formal grant of the Spanifh crown, ratified 
by the laft will of the late fovereign of thofe 
dominions: and the right of the dauphin, arifing 
folely from the principle of defcent, had been 
cancelled and abolifhed by the folemn renunci- 
ation of his father. : 

Lewis, however, who was never remarkably 
fcrupulous in adhering to his word, was firmly 
refolved,- notwithftanding the renunciation he 
had made, to affert his fon’s claim to the Spanifh 
throne ; and with that refolution, had prepared 
a numerous fleet and army, in order to invade 
the territories of Spain, the moment he fhould 
hear of the death of the indifpofed fovereign. 

Had William been permitted to follow his 
own inclinations, he would have been extremely 
anxious to compel Lewis to obferve his renun- 
ciation, and effe€tually to prevent him from ac- 

uiring poffeffion of any part of the Spanifh ter- 
ritories: but finding all his allies averfe to a 
new war, and that His Englith fubjefts were ftill 
more unwilling to agree to fuch a meafure than 
even his allies, he was obliged to choofe the leaft 
of two evils; and accordingly aflented to a 
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by his 
minifters, the earl of Portland and fir Jofeph 
Williamfon, who had been furnifhed with the 
neceflary powers for that purpofe, tranfmitted 
by the lord chancellor Somers, under the great- 
feal of England. 

This treaty imported, that, if the king of Spain 
fhould die without iffue, the kingdom of Naples 
and Sicily, with the places depending on the 
Spanifh monarchy, fitaated on the coaft of Tuf- 
cany, on the adjacent iflands, the marquifate of 
Final, the province of Guipufcoa; all places on’ 
the French fide of the Pyrenees; or the other 
mountains of Navarre, Alva, and Bifcay, fhould 
become fubjeét to the dauphin: in confidera- 
tion of his right to the crown of Spain: and 
that crown, with all its other dominions and de- 
pendencies, both in Europe and the Indies, 
fhould defcend to the ele&toral prince of Bava- 
ria, under the guardianfhip of his father, who. 
fhould aét as adminittrator till the fon came of 
age: that the duchy of Milan fhould be fettled 
on the emperor’s fecond fon, the archduke 
Charles: that this treaty fhould be communi-- 
cated to the emperor and the ele&tor of Bava- 
ria, by the king of England and the States Ge. 
neral; that if either fhould refufe to agree to: 
this partition, his proportion fhould remain in. 
fequeltration, till the difpute could be accom- 
modated : that if the electoral prince of Bavaria 
fhould die before his father, then the eleétor 
and his other heirs fhould fucceed him in thofe: 
dominions: and that if the archduke fhould re- 
je& the duchy of Milan, it fhould be fequeftered 
and governed by the prince of Vaudemont, and, 
after his death, by his fon prince Charles. 

It was intended that this extraordinary agree-. 
ment fhould not be divulged, before the de- 
ceafe of the king of Spain, to any princes ex- 

«cept the emperor and the eleCtor; but the court” 
of Madrid foon gained intelligence of it, aad 
refented it as a grofs infult. ‘The emperor, to- 
whofe claim fo little regard had been paid by- 
the contraéting parties, warmly reprobated a 
trdaty fo injurious to his interefts; and was 
particularly difpleafed with William and the 
States, for their violation of their engagements 
in his favour. His hope of the Spanith fuccef-_ 
fion had formed one motive of his oppofition to 
the peace of Ryfwick, that, while France and 
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Spain continued hoftile to each other, his fu 
port of the weaknefs of the latter kingdom might 
render him acceptable to the reigning prince. 
His views .were encouraged by his fifter-in-law, 
the wife of Charles, who hada ek {way over 
the mind of that monarch. er influence, 
however, could not prevent the king from mak- 
ing a will, by which he reje€ted the pretenfions 
of Leopold for himfelf or his fons; and, though 
he exploded the treaty of partition, he favoured 
the prince to whom that convention affigned 
the greateft fhare, by appointing the young Ba- 
varian to the inheritance of all his dominions. 

On the third of December, the king arrived 
in England, where a new parliament had been 
chofen and prorogued, on account of his ma- 
jefty’s abfence, which had been prolonged by con- 
trary winds, and tempeftuous weather. Though 
the majority of the members were firmly attached 
to the new eftablifhment, many of them had 
conceived fo much jealoufy of the court during 
the former unpopular reigns, that they could 
not be induced to abandon it, even during the 
prefent adminiftration, when there was fo little 
yeafon to apprehend any danger: but their 
choice of fir Thomas Lyttleton for fpeaker, 
feemed to prefage an amicable fetlion. 

The parliament having met on the tenth of 
December, the king, in his fpeech to both 
houfes, obferved, that the fafety, honour, and 
happinefs of the kingdom, -would, in a great 
meafure depend upon the ftrength which they 
fhould refolve to maintain by fea and land: that 
he hoped they would make farther provifion for 
difcharying the public debt, which now amount- 
ed to an enormous fum, occafioned by the late 
tedious and expenfive war; and in the difcharge 
of which, the intereft as well as the honour of 
the nation was fo neariv concerned: that he 
begged they would devife more effe€tual expe- 
dients for relieving the poor; that he iy aig 
they would prepare fome falutary bills for the 
advancement of trade, and the farther difcou- 
ragement of vice and ey and finally, 
that he flattered himfelf, they would proceed, 


* The Englith, difgufted at the king’s preference even 
of thofe of his native courtry, to one if which he had ac- 
quired a fplendid and p weriul eftablithment, had betore 
complained of his partiality un acrimonious terms, and uf- 
firmed that Le only sefided an this kingdom for the con- 
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in all their deliberations, with that unanimity 
and concord, which was fo neceffary for the 
difpatch of bufinefs, 

An att had paffed in the preceding parlia- 
ment, for a reduction of the army: but, re- 

dlefs of this aGt, the king, at his departure 

r Holland, had left orders to his miniftry to 
maintain a body of fixteen thoufand troops; a 
number which he judged indifpenfibly necef- 
fary for the fafety i the kingdom, in cafe a war 
fhould happen on the fudden death of the king 
of Spain, which was daily expe€ted. The mem- 
bers of the prefent parliament, without advert- 
ing to the motives which induced his majefty to 
adopt this ftep, were fo enraged at his pre- 
fuming to tranfgrefs an aft, to which he had 
given the royal affent, that inftead of the ufual 
addrefs of thanks in return for his fpeech, they 
inftantly refolved, that all the forces of England, 
in Englifh pay, exceeding feven thoufand men, 
fhould be inftantly paid and difbanded; as alfo 
thofe of Ireland exceeding twelve thoufand ; 
and that thofe retained fhould be all natives of 
thefe kingdoms *. 

By this vote, the king was deprived, not only 
of his Dutch guards, to which he was remarkably 
attached, but alfo of the regiments of French re- 
fugees, who had always ferved him with uncom- 
mon fidelity. He therefore exerted every ex- 
pedient to divert the commons from their pur- 
pofe; but finding them unalterably fixed, he 
was fo fenfibly affe€ted with this inftance of 
groundlefs jealoufy, that he a€tually formed a 
refolution of abandoning the government, and 
had even prepared a fpeech, which he intended 
to have made on the occafion. 

Peppy however, his majefty was prevailed 
on to abandon this fatal refolution, and to affent 
to the bill for reducing the army. Accordingly 
on the firft of February, be came to the houfe of 
peers; and inftead of the intended fpeech, he 
delivered himfelf in the following terms: “1 
“ am come to pafs the bill for ditbanding the 
“ forces, a8 foon'as I knew it was ready for my 
“ affent. Though the redudtion of the army to 


venience of parliamentary bufinefs; while be made choice 
of Holland (ou motives of inclination, and feemed to be 
vut of his element when he was not in the bufum of that 


fr epublic, 
4 fuch 
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* fych an inconfiderable number, may, in our | 


* prefent circumftances, be attended with the 
*© moft fatal confequences; and though I might 
* juftly complain of the harfh treatment I have 
‘© received in being deprived of thofe guards, 
** who accompanied me into this kingdom, and 
“ have conftantly attended me in all my for- 
“ tunes: yet, as Iam convinced that nothing 
“* can be more prejudicial to our common in- 
“ tereft, than to fuffer any jealoufy or mifun- 
* derftanding to arife between me and my peo- 
« ple, Lam firmly determined to comply with 
“* your requett. 

“« Neverthclefs, after having thus affigned my 
*¢ reafons, for paffing this bill, I muft likewife, 
“* in difcharge of the truit you have repofed in 
«" me, declare, that, in my opinion, the nation 
is left too naked and defencelefs. It is, there- 
fore, your duty to take this matter into your 
ferious confideration, and immediately to pro- 
vide fuch a ftrength, as may be deemed ne- 
ceflary for the fafety of the kingdom, and the 
“* prefervation of that peace, which we have fo 
“ lately obtained.” 

The refentment of the commons was fo won- 
derfully affuaged by this inftance of his majefty’s 
condefcenfion, that they prefented an addrefs, 
in which they thanked him for this additional 
teftimony of his royal beneficence, and folemnly 
affured him, that they would, at the hazard of 
their lives and fortunes, defend his perfon and 
government againft all his enemies foreign and 
domeftic. 

So ftrong was the affeGtion which the king 
had conceived for the Dutch guards, that he 
could not think of parting with them, without 
making another effort in their favour. He fent 
Jord Ranelagh with a metlage to the commons, 
acquainting them, that the neceffary prepara- 
tions were made for tranfporting the guards 
who came over with him into England: and 
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that he intended to fend them away immediatelv, 


unlefs out of confideration to him, the houfe 
fhould be difpofed to find an. expedient for con- 
tinuing them longer in the fervice: an indul- 
gence, which his majelly would deem an aét of 
kindnefs. The commons, however, were in- 
flexible; and the king finding it impoflible to 
foften their obduracy, was at laft obliged to yield 
to the prefent necellity. 
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A jealoufy of court meafures, and _particu- 
larly of a ftanding army, feems to be inherent 
in the Englifh conftitution. This jealoufy has 
often been produ€tive of the moft falutary effeéts ; 
and if duly reftrained, and never exerted but 
upon proper occafions, it cannot be too much 
encouraged. The commons, that they might 
not manifeft a total difregard for the fafety of the 
kingdom, refolved to compenfate the fmallnefs 
of the Jand-army, by the greatnefs of the naval 
force; and they accordingly voted fifteen thou- 
fand feamen, and a fleet proportioned to that 
number. For the maintenance of thefe, and 
the other public fervices, they granted the fum 
of one million four hundred and eighty-four - 
thoufand and fifteen pounds; to be raifed by a 
tax of three fhillings in the pound upon lands, 
perfonal eftates, penfions, and offices. 

The ill effe€ts of difmiffing the army foon be- 
came vifible*. The Papifts and Non-jurors, 
encouraged by the weaknefs of the civil power, 
repaired to London in great multitudes, and be- 
haved with remarkable infolence and irregula- 
rity. [he commons, alarmed at the appearance 
of fuch a concourfe of difaffe€ted perfons, ad- 
dreffed the king for removing them from the 
capital, and its environs; and a proclamation 
for that purpofe, was accordingly publifhed on 
the fecond of March. This proclamation, how- 
ever, was little regarded: the priefts {till con- 
tinued to {warm about London: and the Jaco- 
bites, whofe fi€tions have generally been as 
abfurd as their principles are arbitrary, had even 
the audacity to affert, that the king himfelf was 
a Papift; or, at leaft, that, whatever appear- 
ances he might afflume, he was attached to that 
religion in his heart. But that delufive party, 
had fo totally forfeited all claim to“veracity, 
that, if at any time they happened to declare 
the truth, little credit was given to their affer- 
tion. 

That licentious and profane fpiit, which ex. 
ifted under Charles the Second, continued to 
prevail with unabated vigour. It had corrupted 
all ranks and orders of fociety; and had parti- 
cularly infe€ted the theatre, which was now ‘fo 
fhamefully degenerated, that few perfons of vir- 
tue or principle thought proper to frequent it. 
This dangerous abufe excited the fears of the 
religious part of the nation; and their appre- 
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henfions were greatly encreafed by a treatife 
publifhed by Jeremy Collier, in which the au- 
thor, inftead of inveighing againft the indecent 
{cenes which were reprefented on the ftage, 
exclaimed againft theatrical reprefentations in 
eneral. 

The theatre might be eftablithed upon fuch a 
rational foundation, and fubjeéted to fuch ftrict 
regulations, as to be rendered onc of the mott 
powerful means of reforming the lives, and po- 
lifhing the manners of the people: but conducted 
as it then was, It was become a {chool of vice 
and immoralitv. The youth, inflamed by the 
alluring piftures, which were there exhibited, 
rufhed precipitately into the groficft fenfualities, 
bidding defiance to all Jaw, human or divine. To 
fupprefs this growing evil, the king renewed an 
order, which he had tormerly publithed, prohibit- 
ing the reprefentation of any profane or indecent 
fcenes on anv {tage ; commanding the mafter of 
the revels to licence no plays, but fuch as were 
confitent with morality and religion; and ftri@ly 
erjoining him to inform the lord chamberlain, if 
the piavers prefumed to contravéne this order *. 
On the laft day of May, the king appointed a 
regency to govern in his abfencet; and the 
next morning renewed his annual vifit to the 
Continent{, after having made fome official 
changes. 

William enjoyed his favourite diverfions of 
fhooting and hunting at Loo, where he was 
vifited by the duke of Zell, with whom he had 
long maintained an intimate correfpondence. 


* About the latter end of March, the earl of Warwick 
and lord Mohun were tried by their peers in Weftminfter- 
hall, for the murder of captain Richard Coote, who had 
been hilled in a midnight combat of three on each fide. 
Warwick was tound guilty of man. flaughter, and difcharg- 
ed on claimirg the bencfit ot the peerage, and Mohun 
was acquitted. 

t The regency was conipofed of the lord chanecllor, 
lord prefident, lord privy fcal, lord tieward of of the houfe- 
hold, the earl of Bridgewater, irft commifGoncer of the ad- 
miralty, the earl of Marlborough, the earl of Jerfey, and 
Mi. Montague, 

{ On the tourteenth of May, the earl of Jerfey, who had 
returned from his embafly to France, was appointed fe- 
eretary of ftate, on the refignation of the duke of Shew{- 
bury. This nobleman had long enjoyed the fecretary’s 
place; but was now rendered incapable, by a fall from his 
horfe, to endure the tatigue of fu laborious an office. He 
therefore accepted the poit of lord chamberlain; and tra- 
ve'led (o France and Italy for the benefit of the air, During 
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During his refidence on that fpot, the ear! of 
Portland, the grand penfionary of Holland, and 
the French ambaffador, count Tallard, had fre- 
quent conferences upon the fubjeét of the Spa- 
nifh fucceffion; but no alteration was then made 
in the late treaty of partition. His majetty, hav- 
ing fettled with the States General, the number 
and ftrength of the Dutch fleet and army, em- 
barked for England on the fixteenth of O&o- 
ber, and arrived the next day at Margate, 
from whence he immediately repaired to Ken- 
fington§. 

The parliament mecting about the middle of 
November, the king, in his fpeech to both houfes, 
obferved that there was an abfolute neceflity 
for making fome farther provifion for the fafety 
of the kingdom, by fea and land, and for re- 
pairing the fhips and fortifications: that the funds 
fettled fince the commencement of the war had 
proved extremely deficient, the nation was in- 
cumbered with a heavy debt, and frefl fupplies 
would be requifite for making good the one, 
and difcharging the other: he expreffed his for- 
row that he was obliged to afk fuch frequent 
aids of his people, and concluded in thefe 
words: “ Since, therefore, our aims are only for 
“ the general good, Jet us a€t with confidence 
“in one another; which will not fail, with 
“* God’s bleffing, to make me ahappy king, and 
“ you a great and flourifhing people.” The 
commons ftill retained the fame captious and 
diflatisfied {pirit, which they had fo ftrongly ma- 
nifefted in the former feffion. They ftill feemed 


his emigration he married an Italian lady named Ade'aida 
Palleotica, of Bologna. The ear! of Manchefter was fent 
ambaffador extrordinary to France: the earl of Pembroke 
was declared lord prefident of the council: and lord vif- 
count Lonfdale, keeper of the privy feal. 

It 1698, a Scottith company had formed a {cheme of 
effe@ting a fettlement on the ifthmus of Darien, to which 
they gave the name of Caledonia, and began to cre a 
town under the appellation of New Edinburgh. This new 
fettlement, notwithftanding immenfe fums had, from time 
to time, been expended, to bring it toa fate of perfection, 
now vetged’ on ruin, king William having declined to 
afford them that prot¢@ion, which the Scottith adven- 
turers expefted; on which occafion, that exafperated peoe 
ple affirmed, that their fovcreign’s partiality to his countrys 
men, had prompted him to betray the interefts of his Britith 
fubjefts, and to facrifice, to the mean jealoufy of the 
Dutch, a juft nd well-concerted {cheme, which promifed 
a degree of national benefit, 


determined 
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determined to mortify the king by oppofing his 
humour in every particular. They affeéted to 
cavil at the generous and cordial expreffion: 
“ Jét us at with confidence in one another.” 
Inftead of an addrefs of thanks, they prefented 
a remonftrance, importing, that they were fully 
convinced of the abfolute neceffity of maintain- 
ing an entire confidence between his majefty 
and his parliament: that they confidered it as 
their greateft misfortune, that, after the repeated 
me they had given of their zealous attach- 
ment to his perfon and government, they fhould 
be fo unhappy as to incur the leaft fufpicion of 
being deficient in their duty to him and his 
people; and that they hoped he would mani- 
feft his high difpleafure towards all thofe, who 
had prefumed to mifreprefent their refolutions 
or proceedings. The king, im his anfwer, af- 
fured them, that no one had prefumed to mif- 
reprefent their proceedings; and that, if any 
fhould attempt to impofe upon him by fuch ca- 
lumnies, he fhould confider them as his moft 
inveterate enemies. : 

Though many of the commons were infeéted 
with a {pirit of rancour and difcontent, the ma- 
jority were firmly attached to the prefent go- 
vernment, and even fatisfied with the prefent 
miniftry. A few of them, however, were not 
only difpleafed with the prefent adminiftration, 
but were alfo enemies to the Revolution. Ac- 
tuated by thefe dangerous principles, they em- 
braced every occafion of cafting an odfum on 
the king and his minifters; and they imagined 
the following affair had furnifhed them with an 
excellent opportunity for this purpofe. — 

A piratical cafe furnifhed the adverfaries of the 
court with an objeét of animated difcufiton. 
During the war the province of New York, and 
moft of the other Englifh colonies had been 
greatly infefted with pirates; who received but 
too much encouragement from many of the in- 
habitants of thefe fettlements. Coote, earl of 
Bellamont, who had lately been appointed go- 
vernor of New England and New York, ap- 
plied to his majefty, and reprefented the necef- 
fity of fuppreffing thefe public plunderers. The 
king ordered the matter before the admiralty ; 
but, the whole fleet being employed in other 
fervices, no veflels could be {pared for that pur- 
pofe. Bellamont, difappointed in this quarter, 
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propofed, that, if his majefty would give his 
authority, a fhip might be equipped by private 
adventurers, which would be fully fufficient for 
effe€ting the purpofe. 

The king approved of the propofal, and in- 
ftantly granted his letters patent, referving to 


_ himfelf the tenth of the captures, as a proof that 
| he was ‘a partner in this laudable undertaking. 
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The fcheme was immediately carried into execu- 
tion. The lord chancellor the duke of Shrewf- 
bury, the earls of Romney, Orford, and Bell- 
mont, fir Edward Harrifon, and colonel Le- 
vingfton of New York, engaged in the project: 
Six thoufand pounds were in a few days fub- 
fcribed; and a thip of fufficient force being 
equipped, the command: of her was beftowed 
upon one captain Kidd of New York, who, 
from his knowledge of thefe feas, and his ap- 
proved bravery, was deemed a proper perfon 
for conduéting the enterprize. 

Kidd, being furnifhed with every thing ne- 
ceflary, commenced his intended expedition: 
but in the courfe of it, he betrayed his truft; 
and, inftead of a€ting againft the maritime depre- 
dators, became himtelf’a pirate, and afterwards 
arrived on the coaft of New York, where he 
and his men were feized by lord Bellamont. 
His lordfhip tranfmitted an account of the tranf- 
action to the fecretary of ftate, defiring he would 
fend for the prifoners to England, as there was 
no law in that colony for punifhing piracy with 
death, and the people, in general, approved of 
the practice. The Rochetter fhip of war was 
accordingly difpatched for that purpofe, but, 
after having been toffed for fome time with tem- 
peftuous weather, fhe was driven back to Ply- 
mouth in a very fhattered condition: and this 
incident furnifhed the Jacobites with a pretence 
for reprefenting the miniftry as the authors and 
encouragers of a piratical expedition, which 
they wanted to conceal from the inveftigation of 
the public. 

They had even the effrontery to move in the 
houfe, that the letters patent, granted to the 
earl of Bellamont, and others, of pirates’ goods, 
were difhonourable to the king, repugnant to 
the law of nations, contrary to the laws and 
ftatutes of the realm, invafive of property, and 
deftru€tive of trade and commerce: but the 
principles by which they were influenced, were 
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fo notorious; the end, at which they aimed, was 
fo diftinétly known; and the affertion, which 
they advanced, was fo palpably abfurd; that 
the motion was rejefted with the utmoit indig- 
nation. 

Baffled in this attempt, they direéted their 
next battery againft Burnet, bifhop of Salifbury, 
who, by his preat fervices in the Revolution, and 
his {pirited defence of the principles of liberty, 
had incurred the hatred of the whole party. 
They now endeavoured to remove him from his 
office of preceptor to the duke of Gloucefter; 
for which, thev alledzed he was wholly unqua- 
ified ; as well on account of his being a native of 
Scotland, as by his having written the paftoral 
letter, which had been committed to the flames 
by order of the parliament, and in which he had 
afferted, that William had a right to the crown 
from conqueft. A motion was accordingly 
made for that purpofe; but it inftantly experi- 
enced the fate of the former. 

In the mean time a fupply was granted for 
the fupport of the fet and army; and a fund 
eftabiithed for that purpofe. Thofe, who had 
contributed fo zealoufly towards the redudtion 
of the troops, thought it unneceffary to have fo 
gicat a naval force: it therefore was refolved, 
that feven thoufand feamen were fufhcient for 
the fervie of the enfuing year. The motion 
was made by the Tories; and was readily ap- 
proved by the Whigs, becaule the management 
ot the navy was now entruited to other comimil- 
fioners; the earl ot Orfurd and his triends were 
difmiffed from the board, and their places fup- 
plied by fome other of the facli-n. 

__ The next object which engaged the attention 
of the commons, was an enquiry into the for- 


* When ths billwa ints progr fs Montague informed 
th: Louf+, thatamonb roto,tu tn bud directed the 
con. miboner-, by itter, Weirake at cick dituh of a va- 
Jusbh grant woh des bees ie oe bazaveuy Vil iary 
Tiastals whowa cou tebatOiarey) oa sohigh fr our 
with Vilham, who fad granted ier almett the whole vo 
the private citrate o James 1. in deeland, whicn cree ded 
{according tot c.eport ott Co amiswn 6) tne anopal 
value tiweny fc so ifan? pou abs. 

+ Under inc tpn dd cosermpent of Tos tfon, abot 
thr time, a prof wa mutcwe againft Water bisop 
Of Saint Dewed'’s, wid dilign ny uilygiaced ‘ae opder 
to wnienbe helenged = The primate, amt. 1 by tome of 
bo biethien, fat in udgcincnt upon this vecafion. It ap- 
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feited eftates in Ireland; which the king had 
diftributed, partly among thofe who had dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves in the reduétion of that 
kingdom, and partly among fuch as deferved 
well of the nation in other refpects, The com- 
miffioners appointed to examine this affair, were 
Annefley, Trenchard, Hamilton, Langford, the 
earl of Drogheda, fir Francis Brewfter, and fir 
Richard Leving *, 

- The firft four were aQuated by all the vio- 
lence of faétion, and proceeded in their enquiry 
with fuch rigour and feverity, as plainly to de- 
monftrate the malicious fplrit by which they 
were governed. They greedily feized upon every 
particular, which might tend to inflame and ex- 
aggerate the account; and artfully fuppreffed 
every fact and circumftance, which might ferve 
to exculpate or jultify his majefty f. 

The other three were influenced by mire ge- 
nerous principles, and refufed to concur with 
their culleagyes in the report, which was tranf- 
mitted; and in which it was aflerted, that no 
lefs than a million and a half might be raifed 
by the fale of the forfeitures. They even fent 
over a memorial to the parliament, explaining 
the reafons of their diffent; but no regard was 
oaid to their reprefentation. The report of the 
thers, was readily approved; aod a bill was in- 
troduced for applying thefe eftatcs to the ufe of 
the public, 

A vote was even pafled by the commons, 
importing, that thev would not receive any pe- 
tition trom any perfon, concerning the grants: 
that the four commiffioners, who had figned the 
report, had acquitted themfelves with ability 
and integrity, and deferved to be rewarded for 
their faithful fervices: and that fir Richard 


peared that the accufed prelate had been guilty of corrupt 
cad fi nomical prachces, of frau! and estortion and of 
fyle ma afte ftations of falfehood; and for thele ofiences he 
was deprive dof his fee, He appealed from this fentence 
toacott of dle sates; but they confiimed the former 
decifion. Complaint wa. made in the houf- of lords, of 
te dlegality ofthe prpcef.; aud it was aflerred, that the 
jurikhepon of the aichbilop was meompetent to fuch a 
tig, af tle copnizarce of tne caufe bonged to are gular 
‘ynod of the b hops of the province. Thou. better au- 
thority wa¢edduced ot the uther fide, the vacancy, acca- 
igued by the deprivauon, was not hiled before the court 
cteachcuct had decided, that the delinquent had ao right 
to the (emporalitics of the fee, Ch, Bye. 


* 


Leving, 
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Leving, as the author of fcandalous afperfions, 
caft upon his four colleagues, fhould be com- 
mitted to the Tower. They likewile prefented 
an addrefs to his majefty, in which they affirm- 
ed, that the procuring and paffing thefe grants 
had involved the nation in heavy debts, burthen- 
ed the people with heavy taxes, and highly re- 
fie€ted on the king’s honour; and that the offi- 
cers and inftruments concerned in the fame, 
had failed in the performance of their truft and 
duty. 

The king replied, that he was not only led by 
inclination, but thought himfelf bound in juftice, 
to reward thofe who had diftinguifhed them- 
felves in the redu€tion of Ireland: that he alfo 
thought thefe rewards could not fo properly be 
beftowed out of any funds, as out of the eftates 
forfeited to him by the rebellion in that king- 
dom: and that, as the long war had confiderably 
increafed the national debt, their taking effeftual 
methods for diminifhing that debt, and fupport- 
ing public credit, would, in his opinion, be the 
moft effe€tual method of maintaining the ho- 
nour, intereft, and fafety of the kingdom. 

The commons were highly difpleafed at this 
anfwer; and inftantly refolved, that whoever ad- 
vifed it, had endeavoured to create a mifunder- 
ftanding and jealoufy between the king and his 
people. They framed, finifhed, and paffed a bill 
of refumption *, 

The commons apprehenfive that the bill of 
refumption would be ftrongly oppofed in the 
houfe of peers, tacked it tothe money-bill, that one 
might not be rejefted without defeating the other. 
The lords propofed fome alterations: the com- 
mons refufed their confent: a conference was 
defired: the peers infifted on their amendments: 


* In this bill of refumption, little regard was fhewn to 
juftice or even to common decency: but among all the n- 
ftances of feverity, with which it was aitended, the cafe of 
the earl of Athlone, was the moft remarkable. The com- 
mons of the parlament, which was fitting at the time of 
completing the reduAion of Ireland, were fo fenfible of 
the fervices which this nobleman Had performed, in ac- 
complithing that important enterprize, that they had unani- 
moutly addreffed the king to beftow upon him a propor- 
tionable reward : the og tad complied with their requeft: 
and the Irith parliament were fo fully convinced of his fu- 
perlative merit, thatthey confirmed the grant with the ut- 
moftalacrity, The earl had difpofed of the grant to thofe, 
who thought they had purchafed it under an unqueftionable 
title: little regard, however, was faewnto thofe confidera- 
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the commons perfevered in their refufal: and a 
violent altercation was expeéted to enfue; when 
the commons, in order to intimidate their anta- 
gonifts, proceeded to the moft defperate refolu- 
tions, Fhey ordered a lift of the privy-council 
to be laid before them; caufed their houfe to be 
cleared of ftrangers, and the doors to be hut: 
they then began to take into confideration the 
report of the Irifh forfeitures, with the lift of 
the privy-counfellors; and, fuppofing that the 
lord chancellor Somers, though himfelf a 
fteady Whig, and at prefent confined to his 
houfe by indifpofition, was the fecret author of 
all the oppofition, they moved, that an addrefs 
fhould be made to his majefty for removing that 
nobleman from his prefence and councils for 
ever: but the motion was rejetted by a great 
majority. 

The king was extremely offended at this bill, 
which he confidered as an invafion of his pre- 
rogative, an infult to his perfon, and an injury to 
his friends and fervants; and he at firft feemed 
determined to rifk the confequences, rather than 
to pafs fuch an iniquitous law: but he was di- 
verted from his refolution by the remonftrances of 
thofe in whom he chiefly confided; and at laft 
confented to give it his affent. H¢ could not, 
however, conceal his refentment. He became 
peevith, morofe, and difcontented ; and his ene- 
mies feized this opportunity of painting his 
charaéter in the moft odious colourst. They 
infinuated, that his affe€tions were entirely con- 
fined to a few foreign favourites; that he de- 
tefted the company and even the fight of Engli(h- 
men; and that he was no fooner relieved from the 
burden of bufinefs, than he fled annually to his 
dear retirement on the Continent f. 


tions: he and his purchafers were thus deprived of their 
property, and involved in one common and undiftinguithed 
ruik, 

1 A. D. 1700. 

{ The commons, not fatished with the victory they had 
gained, refolved to addref. his majefty, that no perfon, 
who was nota nalive of his dominions, ‘except the prince 
George of Denmark, fhould be admitted into his councils 
in England or Ireland. This refolytion was levelled aga 
the earls of. Portland, Albemarle, and Galwyy , but, be- 
fore the addrefs could be prefented, the king came to the 
houfe of peers, and having paffed fuch bills as were ready 
for his alent, the parliament was prorogued tv the twentys 
thitd of May. 

Q 


A rigorous 
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A rigorous law was now enatted againft the 
Catholics, which offered a reward to any per- 
fon who thould apprehend a Popifh prieft in the 
exer ife of his fandion: it condemned to perpe- 
tual imprifonment all who fhould difcharge any 
part of that priefthood, as well as all Catholic 
inftru€tors e youth; and difabled the profeffors 
of that religion from it.heriting or purchafing 
any eftate, unlefs they fhould take the oaths of 
allegance and fupremacy, and deny tranfubftan- 
tiation. 

In the courfe of this feffion, a bill was intro- 
duced into the houfe of commons, for continuing 
the old Eaft India company til] the expiration of 
their charter. A ftate of their cafe was pub- 
lihed, in which the equity of their claim was 
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The cafe of lord Somers was extremely fin- 
gular. The Whigs had accufed him as the fe- 
cret courfe of oppefition which the co6mmons 
had received from the miniftry: the Tories 
charged him as the original caufe of that oppo- 
fition which the miniftry had received from the 
commons. Both thefe affertions could not 
poflibly be true: yet, fuch is the force or pre- 
judice, and fo incapable are zealots of diftinguifhing 
the moft palpable and glaring contradi€tions, 
that they were both believed by the enthufiafts of 
either party. But, though the Tories were ex- 
tremely defirous of removing the chancellor, they 
were at a lofs in what manner to accomplifh their 
aim: nor would they ever have been able to ef- 
fe&t their purpofe, had they not been favoured 


attempted to be proved, and the injuries they | by the inclinations of his majefty, which now 
had fuffered were greatly exaggerated. An an- , leaned vifibly towards that party. Somers’s* 


fwer was given to this remonftrance, bv the 
members of the new company; who endea- 
voured to expofe the corrupt praétices of their 
adverfaries. But, though ftrongly oppofed, the 
bill was a€tually carried through both houfes, 
and at laft received the royal affent: in confe- 
quence of which there were now two rival 
companies of merchants trading to the Eaft In- 
dies. 

The king had Jately been fo much chagrined 
by the violence of the Whigs, that it cannot ap- 
pear furprifing if he liftened with the greateft 
attention to the fuggeftions of the Tories. They 
affured him, that, ‘i he would gratify them with 
the difmiflion of a few of his Whig minifters, and 
the admiffion of fome of their own party, they 
would ferve him with greater zeal than the 
other party; whom they reprefented as a peevith, 
fullen, and diffatisfied race. The better to pave 
their way for their own elevation, they endea- 
voured to remove lord Somers from the office of 
chancellor; to cfiv&t which, they imagined that 
he, who was univerfally confidered as the princi- 
pal leader cf the Whigs, was, at the fame time, 
the real author of ail the oppofition which the 
parliament had lately thewn to his majefty. 


* In June, 1700, the time appointed for the trial of lord 
Somers, the court afleanbled in Weftustnfter-hall, when the 
Ford keeper caliea for evidence agan fi that n -bleman; but, 
none Lemg adaued, the | rds adiourned to their own 
boule, anu had aloig debate, which terminated ina vote 
Sorin at -nittal, 

‘Lhe lords then proceeded to the trial of the earl of Or- 
ford, whom they acquitted wn default of evidence, For 
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character, as a man, was unexceptionable: his 
conduét, asa judge, was equally unimpeach- 
able: the king himfelf was fully convinced of 
his merit; and believed him to be innocent of 
the crimes which were attributed to him: but, 
as he was determined to make trial of a Tory 
miniftry, who infifted on the difmiffion of this 
nobleman, he found himfelf obliged to comply 
with their humour. He therefore fent for the 
chancellor, and reprefented the neceffity of his 
parting with the feals, not for any error he had 
committed, but merely for the fake of public 
peace and tranquillity. 

Somers was no firanger to the king’s fenti- 
ments; and, as he apprehended the dangerous 
confequences of the meafures which he intend- 
ed to embrace, he took the liberty of exprefling 
his opinion on the fubjeét. 

The hing, however, had been fo harraffed by 
the violcnce of the Whigs, that he was refolved 
to have recourfe to the other party; and only 
obferved, that there was an abfolute neceffity 
for yielding to the times. The chancellor re- 
plied, that his voluntary refignation of the feals 
might he fuppofed to betray a confcioufnefs of 
guilt, ora fear of danger; and he was unwilling to 


the fame reafon they difmiffed the articles which had been 
brought againft lord Hallsfax, a well as the charge againft 
Havertham, relat.ve to the alluir of the partition, and to 
the acquifition of various grants from the crown The 
earl of Portland againit whom no articles had been ex- 
hibited, was alfo rcleefed from his impeachment Thus 
ended an affair which had filled the nation, as well as both 
houfes, with clamour and confuton, ‘ 
take 
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take any ftep which could naturally bear fo odi- 
ous a conftru€tion; but that, whenever his ma- 
jefty fent a peremptory order, demanding the 
feals, he fhould be ready to refign them with the 
muft perfe&t fubmiffion. An order was ac- 
cordingly fent by lord Jerfey, to whom the feals 
were delivered by Somers, on the fixteenth of 
April. 

The fuccefs of the Tories had fo far exceeded 
their expe€tations, that they had not yet thought 
of a fucceffor, to whom the feals could be pro- 
perly committed. They were fucceffively offer- 
ed to lord chief juftice Holt, and Trevor, the at- 
torney-general, who declined the acceptance of 
fuch a precarious office. In the mean time the 
king granted a temporary commiflion to three 
judges to fit in the court of chancery: and at 
length conferred the feals, with the title of lord 
keeper, on fir Nathan Wright a zealous Tory, 
one of the ferjeants at law; whofe talents and 
attainments were inadequate to the truft. 

William imagined, that, by the treaty of par- 
tition, he had, in fome degree, fecured the tran- 
quillity of Europe, in cafe the king of Spain 
fhould die without children; but the treaty 
being rendered ineffe€tual, by the death of the 
ele€torial prince of Bavaria, who had died in 
the beginning of the former year, a new treaty 
of the fame nature was concluded between 
England France and Holland. 

On the feventh of July, the king embarked 
for Holland, after having appointed a regency * 
to manage the government in his abfence. On 
the twenty ninth of the fame month, the young 
duke of Gloucefter, the only remaining child of 
Anne, the princefs of Denmark, died of a ma- 
lignant fever in the eleventh year of his age. 
During his illnefs his mother atiended him with 
an affeétion truly maternal. 

Bithop Burnet, this prince’s preceptor, informs 
us, that he had acquired a degree of knowledge 


* The regency confifted of the archbifhop of Canter- 
bury; fr Nathan Wrigh..‘lord keeper; the earl of Pem- 
broke, lord prefident ¢f the council; vifeount Lonfdale, 
lord privy-feal ; the duke uf Deventhire, lord eward; the 
earl of Bridgewater, firft commiffioner of the admiralty ; 
the earl of Marlborough, governor of hs highuefs the duke 
of Gloucefter; and. the earl of Tankerville, firft commif- 
fionec of the weafury. 

+ Vhis year was diftinguifhed by a glorious vidory 
which the youog king of Sweden obtain.d, in the ninc- 
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rarely attained by thofe of his tender years. He 
had made confiderable progrefs in the ftudy of 
att geography, politics, and religion; and 
manifefted an equal defire and capacity for far- 
ther improvement. Thefe endowments, added 
to the natural fweetfefs of his difpofition, had 
endeared him to the affetions of the whole na- 
tion; and rendered him the fubjeét of general 
lamentation. 

The Jacobites alone rejoiced at his deceafe; 
and confidered it as an event which had remov- 
ed the principal bar to the intereft of the prince 
of Wales: but the Proteftants direGted their at- 
tention to the princefs Sophia, elettrefs dowager 
of Hanover, and grand-daughter of James the 
Firft It was witha view to concert the efta- 
blifhment of her fucceffion, that the court of 
Brunfwick now returned the vifit which they had 
lately received from the king. 

The prefent ftate of affairs in England, how 
ever, afforded but an unfavourable profpect.— 
The people in general manifefted adifapprobation 
of the perfon and government of the king; and 
he, on his part, fignified that he was weary of 
them and their fattious proceedings. ‘The att 
for triennial ; arliaments kept the whole nation in 
a perpetual ferment for the next eleGions.—-- 
Pride, luxury, ambition, and venality, had ‘cor- 
rupted the morals of the people, and, in a 
great meafure, extirpated all public and private 
virtue. Few appeared to underfiand the real 
intereft of their country; and fewer ftill to pur- 
fue it with prudence and perfeverance. The 
commons, though greatly advanced in power, 
were confiderably funk in credit: fa€tion, vio- 
lence, and party-fpirit, were but too confpicu- 
ous in all their proceedings. The chief balance 
Jay in the houfe of lords: but that houfe was 
deficient in natural ftrength to refifl the com- 
mons f. 

When the partition-treaty was imparted, by 

the 
teenth year of his age. Riga continued invefted by the 
king of Poland, where Peter, the czar of Mufcovy, made 
his approaches to Narva, at the head of a prodigious army, 
cpofing, in vivlation of all faith and juftice, to fhare the 
pois of the youthful monarch, Charles lauded at Revel, 
compelled the Saxons to abandon the fiege at Riga, and, 
having fupplied their place, marched, witha handful of 
troops againft the Mufcovites, who had undertaken the 
fiege of Narva. The czar quitted his army with fome 
precipitation, asifh¢ had been afraid of haze ding his ra 
; 2. 
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the miniflers of the contrafting powers, to the 
other princes of Europe, it generally met with 
avery unfavourable reception. Mott of them 
appeared cautious and dilatory in their meafuree, 
and returned only vague and evafive anfwers. 
The Italian tates difapproved of a treaty, which 
would put France in poffetiion of Naples, and 
other diftri€is of their country. ‘The duke of 
Savoy affe€ted a my{fterious neutrality, in hopes 
of being able to barter his confent for fome va- 
luable confideration, The Swifs cantons de- 
clined acceding as guarantees. The emperor 
expreffed his aftonithment, that any difpofition 
fhould be made of the Spanifh monarchy, with- 
out the confent of the prefent poffeffor, and the 
ftates of thekingdom. All Europe was amazed 
at the oppofition made by Leopold; well know- 
ing, that he was totally incapable of {upporting 
his pretenfions by force of arms. 

The Spaniards were enraged at the infolence 
of the three foreign powers, who prefumed to 
parcel out their dominions. ‘The hearts of the 
nation were alienated from the houfe of Auftria, 
by the pufillanimous condu€t of the prefent 
king, and by the imperious behaviour, and ra- 
pou difpofition of the queen Mariana.— 

“rom the whole of this tranfaction, it is reafon- 
able to conclude, that Lewis was never fincere 
in the partition-treaty; that he cnly meant it as 
a {pecious contrivance to amufe the allies, till he 
fhould be able to effect his real purpofe; and 
that he even employed it as a powerful, though 
ill founded, argument, to perfuade the Spaniards 
to declare in favour of one of his grandfons. 

But, though he had thus fucceeded in his per- 
fidious endeavours, he was ftill determined to 
continue the farce. His minifters at foreign 
courts co-operated with thofe of the maritime 
ftates; in foliciting the acceffion of the other 
powers of Europe. When count Zinzendorf, 
the Imperial ambaffador at Paris, prefented a 
memorial defiring to know what part the court 
of France would aft, fhould the king of Spain 
voluntarily place a grandfon of Lewis upon the 
throne; the marquis de Torcy anfwered in writ- 
ing, that his moft Chriftian majefty would, by no 


fon, while Charles advanced through ways that were 
thought impra@iicable, and furprized che enemy. He 
broke into their cargp before they had the leaft intimation 
of his approach, and totally routed them, after a fhort re 
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means, attend to fuch a propofal. And, when 
king William, who had received fome fecret in- 
timation of the intrigues carried on by the 
French at Madrid, expaftulated with Lewis on 
the fubieGt, he not only denied his knowledge 
of the matter; but declared, that fhonld even a 
will be made in favour of his family, he was de- 
termined to reje€t the offer, and adhere firmly 
to the treaty of partition. 

That treaty was no foaner known in England, 
than it excited various and even oppofite fenti- 
ments in the nation. The timid and irrefolute 
approved of it, as the only means of preventin 
the Spanifh mouarchy from becoming an sce 
fion to the crown of France; and it was this 
{pirit of timidity and irrefolution which induced 
king William to agree to the treaty. The brave 
and patriotic condemned it, asa meafure which 
would increafe the power of France to a dan- 
geraus height, and warmly exhorted his majef- 
ty to exert bis endeavaurs, in cogjunftion with 
the other powers of Europe, to compel Lewis 
to adhere to the renunciation which he had 
formerly made. 

The Jacobites exclaimed againft it, on pre- 
tence of its pernicious tendency, but in reality, 
with a view to render the king unpopular; and 
this they hoped fo effectually to accompli(h, that 
they actually began to concert meafures for efta- 
blifhing the fucceffion of the Englith crown upon 
the pretended prince of Wales. They even dif- 
patched Mr. Graham to St. Germain’s, with an 
overture to this purpofe; and an affurance, that a 
motion would be made in the haufe of commons, 
to pafsa vote, that the crown fhould not be fup- 
ported in the execution of the partition treaty. 
Such was the fituation of affairs when the king 
arrived in England, not a little chagrined at the 
perplexities in which he was involved; and foon 
after he received information that the king of 
Spain was actually dead. He could not be fur- 
prifed at this event, which had been fo long ex- 
pefted ; but it was attended with a circumftance 
which he could not certainly forefee. 

Charles had, by his laft will, declared the duke 
of Anjou, fecond fon of the dauphin, fole heir 


fitance. He took s great number of prifeners, with all 
their baggage, tents, and artillery, and entered Narva in 
triumph. 
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of the Spanith monarchy, If this prince fhould 
die without iffue, or inherit the crown of France, 
he ordained, that Spain fhould devolve to the 
duke of Berry; in default of him and his chil- 
dren, to the archduke Charles and his heirs; in 
failure of whom, to the duke of Savoy and his 
pofterity *. 

It remains a doubt whether this will was ac- 
tually figned by the king of Spain, or was only a 
forgery of cardinal Portocarrero’s ; efpecially as 
his majefty had been fo jong in a wavering and 
irrefolute ftate of mind. It is certain, however, 
that when the teftament, real or pretended, was 
notified to the French court, ‘it afforded a new 
{cene of hypocrify and diffimulation. The whole 
tranfaction had been managed and accomplifhed 
by the intrigues and policy of Lewis; and he was 
now determined to conchuide the farce with the 
fame dexterity with which it had been begun. 
A cabinet council was fummoned in the apart- 
ments of madam de Maintenon. The miniftry 
declared for the treaty of partition: the king af- 
fefted a kind of neutrality: the dauphin {poke 
in behalf of his fon, with an air of authority, 
which he had never before affumed: Pontcha- 
trian feconded his arguments: Madam de Main. 
tenon afked, what the duke of Anjou had done 
to offend the king, that he fhould be deprived 
of his right to that fucceffion? the reft of the 
minifters, influenced by thefe confiderations, ac- 
ceded to the dauphin’s opinion; and the king 
acknowledged himfelf convinced by their rea- 
fons. 

Lewis, having thus accepted the will, clofetted 
the duke of Anjou, to whom he thus addreffed 
himfelf in the prefence of the marquigdes Rios: 
* Sir, the king of Spain has made you a king: 
“‘ the grandees demand you: the people wifh 
“ for you: and I give my confent. Remember 
“ only, you are a prince of France. But I re- 
““ commend to you to love your people, to 
“ gain their affe€tion by the Jenity of your go- 


* The following extra@ from the king of Spain’s will, 
ftrongly difplays the fuperftition of the church of Rome. 
«« T order, that on the day of my death, all the pstefls and 
«« religious pertans of the place where I fhall die, fay mafs 
4* for the repofe of my foul, and that during three days 

“# they celebrate as many maffes as they can at privileged 
‘ altars. And further, it is my will that they fay one 


** hundred thoufand mafles for me: and my defign is, that - 
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* vernment. and to render yourfelf worthy of 
“ the throfe your are afcending.” 

The French king’s acceptance of the will was 
fo contrary to his ay das with England 
and Holland, that he found fome difficulty in 
juftifying his condu€&t to thofe two powers. 
Had William been able to engage the nation in 
anew war, he would never have agreed to the 
partition-treaty ; which he confidered merely as 
the only poflible means of preventing the whole 
Spanifh ‘monarchy from becoming an acceffion 
to that of France. As Lewis had perfidioufly 
violated this treaty, he was now refolved to re- 
turn to his original object, and effeftually to af- 
fert the claim of the Auftrian family to the Spa- 
nih fucceffion. 

The parliament meeting on the fixth, was 

rorogued to the tenth of Februaryt, when 

r. Harley was chofen {peaker by a confider- 
able majority. The king, in his fpeech to both 
houfes, obferved, that the lofs which the nation 
had fuftained, in the death of the duke of Glov- 
cefter, had rendered it abfolutely neceflary to make 
fome farther provifion for fettling the fucceflion 
in the Proteftant line; that this was a point of 
fuch importance to the happinefs of the nation, 
and the fecurity of their religion, that he pre- 
fumed it would meet with a ready and general 
concurrence ; he therefore begged leave to re~ 
commend it to their early and ferious confidera- 
tion: that the death of the late king of Spain, 
and his declaration with regard to his fuccef- 
for had produced fuch an alteration is the af- 
fairs of Europe, as to require the moft ferious 
attentions and he trufted, their refolutions on 
that head would be fuch as fhould be moft con- 
ducive to the intereft and fafety of Pngland, the 
prefervation of the Proteftant religion, and the 
maintenance of .the liberty and independence of 
Europe: that thefe were points of fuch great 
importance, that he had conceived it moft pro- 
per to fybmit them to the confideration of a new 


thofe of which, by the mercy of God, I thall not ftand 
inneed, be applied to my father’s and other predeceffors, 
and, if they do not need them, sto the fouls in purgatory 
that are leaft taken care of; and the executors of my 
will thall recommend it to thofe who are to fay them, to 
do the fame according to my intentions, and to regulate 
j** the alms that are to be given for that end.” 
' ¢ A.D. 1701, 
R 
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parliament, that he might Jearn the more imme- - 


diate fenfe and judgment of the nation. 

A vote followed which declared Sophia (the 
ele€ircfs dowager of Hanover} and her pofterity, 
the next Proteftant heirs of the crown, after the 
king and the princefs Anne, on the failure of 
iffue from either. This important bill pafied 
through both houfes, and received the royal 
affent. The friends of the Proteftant faith were 
pleafed with a fettlement.which fecured the 
throne to perfons of their perfuafion; and the 
advocates of liberty rejoiced at the additional 
reftrictions that were impofed upon the power 
of the crown*. 

The French monarch, to juftify his condué to 
the king of England and the ftates-generaly who 
affe€ted to be offended at his pean of faith, 
v laufibly urged, that the treaty o ition 
ai, dane inedequate to the ends tbr which 
it had been negociated; that the emperor had 
refufed to accede to it; thatit was approved by 
none of the princes to whom it had been com- 
municated: that the people of England and 
Holland were difpleafed with the profpe& of 
feeing France in the poffeffion of Naples and 
Sicily ; that the Spaniards were averfe to the di- 
vifon of their monarchy; that the whole Spa- 
nith fucceffion would have devolved upon the 
archduke Charles, if France had rejefted the 
will: the fame courier who brought it, having 
orders to proceed to Vienna, with fuch an offer, 
in cafe of the refufal of the court of Veriailles; 
that the confervation of the peace of Europe was 
what his moft chriftian majefty confidered 40 be 
the chief obje& of the cuntraGing parties; and 
that on this principle, he had only from 
the words, that he might the better to the 
ipirit of the treaty. bar thefe reafons' were 
tar from fatisfaGtory to William or the flates, they 


the eleGor Palatine, who was for a thort time, 

hemia, had feverel children. Sophig, on whom (ire crown 
of England was now fettled, wa. one of thefe. She was 
married in 1658, to EarneR Auguftes, a prmoe of the 
huufe of Bruniw ck, who afterwards became the firft eleQor 
of Hanover. As the duchefs of Savoy, was grand-daughter 
of Che:les I. and had, therefire, a better claim in sight of 
bivod,than any one who der. ved her pretenfionefrom a fifter 
of that monarch fhe made a formal proteftation aysinft al! 
the proceedings of the parliament :o her prej 3 but 
her claim, and that of all uther Papifts, had been-ansalled 
by the A& of Settlement in 1689; znd, as the new bi'l 


* Elizabeth the daugbter of James I. having — 
ing 0 


was founded on the fame bafi:, it could not be fuppofed 
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cautioufly concealed their refentment, as they 
were unable to fepport it by any decifve mea- 
furet. It moft be confefled indeed, thas, inde- 
pendent of prejudice er paffion, war was be- 
come inevitable. The fecuring of eonimerce 
and of barriers, the preventing an union of the 
two powerful monarchies of France and Spain. 
in any future period, and the preferving an equi- 
librium of power, were matters of too much im- 
portance to England, Holland, and Europe in 
general, to be fubmitted to the moderation of 
the French, and the vigour of the Spanith coun- 
cils, under a prince of the houfe of Bourbon, 
and a grandfon to Lewis XIV. yet in his mino~ 
rity. Convinced of this, and. fenfible of their 
own inability to defend thet extenfive domi 
nions, the Spaniards refigned themfelves entirely 
to the guardianthip of the French monarch. 
The regency commanded the viceroys of the 
provinces to obey his orders: a French fquadron 
anchored in the port of Cadiz; aeother was dif- 
patched to’ the proteétion of the Spanith fettle- 
ments In Anerica; and, whder pretence that 
the ftates were preparing for war, the court of 
France was empowered to tak¢ poffeffion of the 
Datch barrier in Flanders. 

The ele€tor of Bavaria, unclé to Phifip V. and 

of the Spanifh Netherlands, introduced 

on the fame day, and precifely af the fame hour, 
French troops into ail the barrier towns in Flan- 
ders, and feized the Dutch forees in garrifon, to 
the number of twenty-two battalions. Alarmed 
at this event, efpecially when they confidered 
their own defencelefs condition ant! the facility 
of an invafion from France, thé fates inftanfly 
agreed to acknowledge the new king of 'Sphirt ; 
and the Brench monarch, of fecrivihg d letter 
to that {g, ordered their troops to be fet at 
liberty. king of England remaited obfti- 
that her allegation ef an exploded demand would meet; with’ 
the fnalleft regard. ea 

+ it Kad been affertéed, with’ fomé appearance of truth, 
that if they permitted Philip V. peaceably to emoy the 
Spanith throne, he would have become, in a few' years, as 
goud ee of the ing Philips, abt dt- 
terly ettcladed' the influence of French coutricils fieri' the 
adninitisutive of bis'guvétnitent; wherens ‘thie codfede- 
racy tina was afterwarth firmed aguin(t hith; and tile War 
by whith it was Pilewed, threw hini whell tid Hades 
ofthe | hedcaule ther fleets and arilier- Were riécel. 
ee Frenve # fié Spa- 
its councils, which fhe has ever finee, 


nate; 
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nate; but having in vain attest to draw the 
parltament, which confifted chiefly of Tories, 
(fuppofed ta have been urider the influence of 
French gold,) into his hoftile views, he af lengtlr 
found it neceflary to acknowledge the duke of 
Anjou as lawful fovertign of Spain, though 
Lewis refufed to give any other fecurity for the 
eace of Europe, than a rerewal of the treaty of 
yfwick. 

The emperor alone of alt the potentates of 
Europe, continued to difpute the title of Phi- 
lip V. ‘Though Leopold pretended a prior right 
to the whole Spanith monarchy, he determined 
at firft to confine his views to a part, and fixed 
upon the duchy of Milan, which he claimed as 
a fief of the empire. He therefore iffzed his 
mandate to the inhabitants commanding their 
obedience on pain of being confidered as rebels. 
But the prince of Vaudemont, governor of that 
duchy, had already fubmitted to the new king of 
Spain, in conformity to the will of Charles IT. 
A body of French troops, at his requifition, had 
entered the Milanefe territory. Thefe were foon 
followed by a powerful army; and the duke of 
Savoy, whofe daughter Philip had married, was 
declared captain-general of the whole. ‘THe 
emperor, however, was not difcouraged by thefe 
formidable appearatices, from enforcing his 
claim to the duchy of Milan. 

The marefchal de Catinat, who was fecorid in 
command, fufpeéting the fidelity of the duke of 
Savoy, communicated his fufpicions to Lewis 
XIV. who, not thinking it poffible that his in- 
terefts coukt be betrayed by d prince fo inti- 
mately conne@ed with his family, afcribed his 
furmifes to impatience or private difguft, and 
fent the marefehat de Villeroy, to fixperfedé Cati- 
nat. Anxious to fignalize himfelf by fome 
achievement. Villeroy, in concert with the 
commander in chief, attempted to furprize the 
Imperiaiifts in their camp at Chiari; but the 
duke of Savoy Having acquainted Prince Eugene 
of this defign, and of the difpofition of the in- 
or oo ‘the Fredth were repulfed with 

eat Ions. ’ 

2" Duving thefé éperatiies in Fraly, the Englith 

Duteh_wérd engea? in ftuitiefs negotia: 
trons with Frasice, Which! Wert confinued rather 
to procraftinate, in order to make preparations 
for war, than wiffi arty hope df préferving the 
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peace’ of Europe. At laft the departure of the 
French ambaffador, D’Avaux, from the Hague, 
terminated even the appearance of a negocia- 
tion: and the fucceffes of the emperor, though 
not decifive, contributed to brighten the pro- 
fpe&t. He had already fecured the eleGtor of 
Brandenburgh, through the channel of his vanity, 
by dignifying him with the title of king of 
tuffia The German princes, in general, were 
induced to depart from their propofed neutrality. 
The king of England though {till oppofed and 
thwarted by his parliament, was determined 
upon a war; and the king of Denmark gained 
by a fubfidiary treaty, readily affifted him with a 
body of troops. j 
In proportion as Leopold obferved the in- 
creafe of the inclination of the maritime powers 
for war, he advanced in his demands refpe€ting 
the terms of the projeted alliance. At one 
time his expe€tations were fo exorbitant that he 
feemed determined to be fatisfied with nothing 
Jefs than the whole Spanifh monarchy; but 
finding William and the States refolute againtt 
engaging in futh an ambitious project, he grew 
more moderate and came into their propofals. 
They would only engage to procure for him the 
Spanifh dominions in Italy, and to recover Flan- 
ders, as a barrier for Holland. Matters being 
thus adjufted, the famous treaty, generally 
known by the name of the Granp ALLI- 
ANCE, was figned by the plenipotentiaries of 
the emperor, the king of England, and the 
ffates-general of the United Provinces. The 
avowed objects of this treaty were, “ The pro- 
“ nme fatisfa€tion to his imperial majefty in 
“* regard to the Spanifh fucceffion; the obtaining 
“ fecurity to the Englifh and Dutch for their 
** dominions and commerce; the preventing the 
* union of the two great moaarchies of France 
“ and Spain; and the hindering the French from 
* poffefing the Spanifh dominions in America.” 
It was farthit ffipulated, that the king of Eng. 
land and the flates might retain for themfelves 
whidtever lands and cities they fhould conquer in 
botti Indies. And the contabiing powers agreed 
toemploy two months, in attempting to obtain, 
by dmicablé means, the fatisfaftion and fecurity 
they deniarided. 
n order to fupport the king in thefe new en- 
gagements, and enable him fo defray the other 
$ public 
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baffador, D’Avaux, who was recalled from the 
Hague, delivered to the ftates-general a letter 
from his mafter, who complained, that they had 
interrupted the conferences, from which no ad- 
vantageous fruits were to be expe€ted: but he 
affured them, that it depended wholly upon 
themfeives, whether they fhould continue to re- 
ceive marks of his ancient friendthip for their 
republic. This letter was accompanied with 
an infolent memorial, to which the ftates gene- 
ral returned a very fpirited anfwer. As they 
plainly perceived the hoftile intentions of France, 
they exerted their utmoft endeavours in making 
preparations for their own defence. They re- 
paired their fortifications, augmented their army, 
and engaged auxiliaries from various quarters. . 

In the mean time the Spaniards were not per- 
feétly fatisfied with the conduét of their new. 
mafter. They refented the infolence of his 
French minifters and attendants; and were: 
fhocked at the manners and cuftoms which they. 
have introduced. The grandees found them- 
felves totally negle€ted by their fovercign, and 
reprobated his parfimonious difpofition for re- 
trenching the expences of the court, which 
formerly difplayed the utmoft grandeur and mag- 
nificence. 

Though all Europe was iaterefted in reducing 
the power of the ourbon family, the emperor 
was the perfon who was more immediately af- 
fe€ted by the acceffion of the duke of Anjou to 
the crown of Spain. Ferdinand, enraged at the 
perfidious condutt of the French court, refolved 
to do himfelf juftice by force of arms; and, with 
that view affembled an army, the command of 
which he conferred upon prince Eugene. That 
general entered Italy by Vincenza, paffed the 
Adige without oppolition, and defeated a body 
of French forces in the pa septa of Carpi. 
Being afterwards attacked by the duke of Savoy 
and prince Vandemont, in his intrenchments at 
Chiari, he not only maintained his ground, but: 
obliged the enemy to retire with the lofs of five. 
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public expences, the commons granted the fum 
of a million and a half; to be raifed by a land 
tax, certain duties upon merchandize, and a 
weekly deduétion from the excife, in order to 
bring down the civil lift to fix hundred thoufand 
pounds; as the duke of Gloucefter was dead, 
and James's queen had refufed her allowance. 
They voted thirty thoufand feamen, and refolved 
that ten thoufand troops fhould be fent to the 
afliftance of the ftates-general. They paffed a 
bill for taking away all privilege of parliament, 
if legal profecutions, during the intermediate 
prorogations; and they introduced another for 
appointing commiflioners to examine and ftate 
the public accounts. Ini this, however, they had 
named fa many of the Tory faction, that the 
lords took the liberty of making fome amend- 
thents. The commons objefted to any altera- 
tion: the peers infifted on their privilege: and 
the former animofity was beginning to revive 
between the two houfes, when the king inter- 
rupted their difputes, by terminating the feffion, 
on the twenty-fourth of June, after, having 
thanked the parliament for their zeal in the public 
fervice, and exhorted them to the difcharge of 
their duties in their feveral counties. 

His health was now confiderably impaired, 
and he was daily becoming more infirm: but he 
concealed the decline of his conftitution, that his — 
allies might not be difcouraged from engaging in 
a confederacy, which was fo neceflary for the | 
general intereft of Europe, and of which him- | 
felf was deemed the principal fupport. He be- 
ftowed the command of the ten thoufand auxilia- 
ries on the earl of Marlborough, whom he alfo ap- 
pointed his plenipotentiary to the {tates-general. 

Whiliam, having named a regency *, embarked 
for Holland, in the beginning of July; and, on 
his arrival at the Hague, aflitted at an affembly 
of the ftates-general, whom he addreffed in a 
very affe€tionate sad and was anfwered with 
great cordhality. n after he made a progrefs 
round the frontiers, to vifit the towns and garri- 


fons: and gave fuch orders as he fuppofed ne- 
ceflary for the better defence and fecunity of the 
country. 

Every thing now 


ended a new war be- 
tween France and 


olland. The French am- 


* The regency confifted of the archbifhop of Canter. 
bury; ur Nathan Wright, lord keeper, the earl of Pem- 


thoufand men. Towards the end of the cam 
paign, he took poffeffion of all the Mantuan ¢er- 
ritories, except Mantua itfelf, and Goits, which 
he immefiately blocked up. He seduced all, 
the places in the Oglio, and continued in the 


broke, firft commiffioner of the admiralty ; the duke of De- 
vonthise, tHe earlof Jerfey, and lord Godolphin. 
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field during the whole winter, exhibiting re- 

ated marks of the moft undaunted courage, 
indefatigable vigilance, and confummate pru- 
dence. 

In January he formed a defign of furprizing 
Cremana; and this project he had nearly ac- 
complifhed. An ald aqueduct, which led into 
the town, being deemed impaffable, was entirely 
negle&ted. Through this he introduced a bady 
of men, whio forced one of the gates, by which 
the prince and his fallowers entered. Villeroy, 
the governor, being aroufed by the noife, ran in- 
to the ftreets, where he was taken prifoner; and 
the town muft have been infallibly reduced, had 
prince Eugene been fupported by another body 
of troops, which he had ordered to advance from 
the Parmefan, to fecure the bridge. Thefe not 
arriving in time, an Irifh regiment in the French 
fervice taok poffeffion of the bridge; and the 
prince was obliged to retire with his prifoners, 
Including Villeroy and feveral other perfons of 
diftinétion. This enterprize, though it had not 
fucceeded to his wifhes, was conduéted with 
fuch {pirit and intrepidity, as greatly enhanced 
the military fame of prince Eugene, who was 
now confidered as the moft confummate general 
of the age. 

The French king, alarmed at the progrefs of 
the Imperialifts, reinforced his army in Italy, 
and appointed the duke of Vendome to com- 
mand his forces in that country. He likewife 
importuned the duke of Savoy to furnith him 
with fome auxiliaries: but that prince, having 
nothing farther to expe&t from France, mani- 
fefted extreme indifference: His fecond daugh- 
ter was about this time married to the new king 
of Spain, who. met her at Barcelona, where the 
nuptials were celebrated. Philip was now 
greatly indifpofed, and had ie lets periodical 
returns of a fever. He was alfo involved in a 


* James, like the reft of his family, was better quali- 
fied to bear adveriity than profperity. Since the mifcar- 
riage of his laft attempt for recovering his throne, he had 
abandoned all thoughts of enjoyments, and devoted his 
whole attention to the concerns of his foul. Though he 
could not prevent the active genius of his queen from turin 
ing new plans of reftoration, he was always beft pleafed 
when wholly difengaged from fuch chimerical projetts. 
Hunting was his chief diverfion; religion was his conftant 
care. Nothing could be more harmlefs than the life ot 
this deluded prince; and in the courfe of it he fubjected 
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warm difpute with the States of Catalania, wha 
refufed to pay a tax he had impofed, till he 
fhould confirm their priviieges; and after a long 
and violent altercation he was at laft qbliged to 
comply with their demand. 

Lewis, difappointed in his applications to the 
duke of Savoy, endeavoured to procure aflift- 
ance from other dominions. [le engaged in his 
intereft the eleCtor of Bavaria, and his brother 
the ele€lor of Cologne, together with the dukes 
of Wolfenbuttle and Saxe-Gotha, who, while 
they affe€ted to maintain a neutrality, proceeded 
in levying troops, and making fuch preparations 
for war, as plainly demonftrated that they had 
received fubfidies from France. He alfo formed 
fo ftrong a party in the Portuguefe councils, that 
his moft faithful majefty, though perfonally at- 
tached to the Auftrian family, was gbliged to 
agree to a treaty of alliance with the French 
monarch. 

About this time an event occurred which had 
been Jong expetted, and which was by no 
means difagreeable to the Englifh nation. Soon 
after the figning of the Granp ALLiance, 
James the Second died at St. Germains; and 
Lewis XIV. in violation of the treaty of Ryf 
wick, acknowledged the fon of that unfortunate 
prince as king of Great Britain and Ireland, 
under the title of James the Third*. 

In his laft illnefs, he did not mention the Je- 
eucary of his fon; an omiflion, which was 
ubject, to different conftru€tions. Some ima- 
gined his fincenity would not permit him to 
affirm a falfehood in his dying moments; while 
others believed, that having mentioned the mat- 
ter fo frequentiy before, he thought it unnecef- 
fary to refume it in his laft extremity. He cer- 
tainly treated him as his fon in every refpeét. 
He conjured him to prefer his religion to all 
worldly confiderations, and even to renounce 


himfelf to uncommon feverities, He rigidly obferved all 
the regular fafts; and, by way of penance, frequently fub- 
mitted his body to be bound with a fharp-pointed iron 
chan. He paid an annual vifit to the poor monks of La- 
Trappe, who were much pleafed with his humble and 
pious deportmeut. His pride and arbitrary difpofition 
feemed to have vanifhed with his greatnels. He became 
affable, hind, and eafy, to all his dependants: and his reli 
gion appeared, in fome meafure, to have improved the 
virtues of his heart, though it certainly impaiied the facul- 
ties of his mind, 

) the 
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the idea of a crown, if he could not enjoy it 
without offering violence to his faith. He re- 
commended to him the praftice of juflice and 
ehiiftian torgivenefs; declaring with refpe& to 
himfelf, that he heartily forgave the prince of 
Orange, the emperor, and all his enemies. He 
died with great marks of devotion,and, at his own 
equeft, was buried in the church of the Eng- 
ifh Benediétines in Paris, without any pompous 
funeral folemnity. 

Immediately after his death, a queftion arofe 
in the French council, what fteps fhould be 
taken with regard to his fon. The miniftry 
agreed in advifing their mafter to remain paflive, 
and fuffer him to affume what title he pleafed: 
but the dauphin and madam_de Maintenon 
efpoufed the intercft of the pretended prince of 
Wales, and perfuaded Lewis to acknowledge 
him as king. In confequence of which he was 
proclaimed king of England at St. Germains, 
being then in the fourteenth vear of his age, and 
treated as fuch at the court of Verfailles*. His 
title was alfo recognifed by the king of Spain, 
the duke of Savoy and the Pope. 

William was no fooner informed of this tranf- 
acticen, than he difpatched a courier to the king 
ot Sweden, as guarantee of the treaty of Rvf- 
wick, to compiain of this manifeft violation. At 
the fame time he recalled the earl of Manchefter 
from Paris, and ordered him to return without 
the cerzmony of taking leave. That nobleman 
immed'ately withdrew, alter having acquainted 
tne marquis de Torcy with the order he had 
received. Lewis endeavoured to vindicate his 
own conduc: in a long manifefto, which he dif. 
perfed throughsut Europe. This paper was 
juppreflzd by order of government, and Pouffin 
commanded to depart the kingdom. ‘The whole 
nation was enraged at Lewis, for pretending to 
declare who fhould be their fovereign. Ad- 
drelles were prefented to the lords-juftices, by 
the city of London, and by all the counties and 

.corporations in the kingdom, exprefling the 
keencft refentment of the Gallic king’s pre- 
fumption. ‘Ihefe addreffes were tranfmitted to 
the king, who was {till in Holland; and who, 
having now completed his treaties of alliance, 


* Lewis made a «rmal viitt to the young prince, to 
Con plain, thm on. snomeclrova'ty, ‘Thus behaviour, 
be pretenced, aac ay intract on of the treaty of Ry fwack, 
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refolved to return to his own kingdom. His 
voyage, however, was, for fome time, delayed 
on account of a fevere indifpofition, which 
he at laft overcame, but it impaired his confti- 
tution to fuch a degree, that he plainly per- 
ceived his end was approaching. He affured 
the earl of Portland, he felt himfelf fo weak, 
that he could not expeét to live another fummer: 
hut conceiving that the apprehenfion of his 
death would be extremely prejudicial to the 
general intereft of Europe, he charged him to 
conceal the circumftance till his sEraal diffo- 
lutton. 

In the mean time he embarked for England, 
and landed at Margate on the fourth of No- 
vember. The firft pomt debated in council, 
after his arrival, was, whether it would be moft 
prudent to continue or diffolve the prefent par- 
liament. The commons in the laft feffion had 
difcovered their principles in fuch an unequi- 
vocal and alarming manner, that it feemed dan- 

erous to truft them with another meeting: and 
ome of them had even declared, in private con- 
ferences, that they were determined to adhere 
to their former maxims. The parliament was ac- 
cordingly diflolved on the eleventh of the month, 
and a new one appointed to meet on the thir- 
teenth of December. 

Never did the two parties proceed with fuch 
zeal and activity in influencing the elections; 
but the nation was fo fully apprized of the per- 
nicious defigns of the Tories, that the Whigs 
obtained an incontcftible majority. The choice 
of {peaker, however, fell upon Earley, who was 
deemed the principal leader of the former fac- 
tion, and who was propofed in oppofition to {ir 
Thomas Lyttleton, recommended by the court. 

The marquis de Torcy now attempted in 
vain to apologize to the king of England for the 
conduct of his mafter; the infult to William 
was (oo flagrant to be patiently borne, and he 
ordered the French envoy to quit his dominions, 
Nor did the Englith paritament to which Wil- 
Jiam made an appropriate fpeech on the occa. 
fion, difcover lefs'refentment at the infult offered 
to their fovereign, and to themfelves, by the 
French monarch; in prefuming to declare who 


as he did not intend ta affift the new king agent the prer 


fent poffcflor of the throne which he claimed; but fuch fue 
phiftry was not calculated tu convince William. 
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fhould be their king, and in naming a perfon 
excluded from the fucceflion by an aét of the 
whole legiflaure. They paffed a bill of attain- 
der again{t the pretended prince of Wales*, for 
affuming the title of king of England; and alfo 
a bill to oblige all perfons, enjoying any office 
in church or ftate, to abjure his claim to the 
crown. They entered warmly into the idea of 
the war, which was eagerly defired by the people ; 
voted forty thoufand men for land-fervice, agree- 
able to the terms of the Grand Alliance, and 
an equal number for the navy. And they pre- 
fented an addrefs to the throne, requefting the 
king to infert in the treaty an article, which was 
readily affented to by the contra€ting powers, 
that no peace fhould be concluded with France, 
till reparation was made by the French mo- 
narch, for the indignity offered to his majefty and 
the nation, in declaring the pretended prince of 
Wales king of England. 

Soon after, a moft excellent and patriotic 
fcheme, was projected, which failed folely through 
the unhappy animofities, which prevailed in the 
northern parts of the ifland. This was an union 
of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland. 
A propofal had been ftarted for this purpofe, by 
the earl of Nottingham, who, when the bill of 
abjuration paffed in the houfe of peers, declared, 
that, though he differed from the majority, in 
many particulars relative to the bill, he was a 
friend to the defign of it; and, in order to fecure 
a Proteftant fucceflion, he thought a union of 
the whole ifland was abfolutely neceflary. He 
therefore voted for an addrefs to the king to 
diffolve the parliament of Scotland, now fitting, 
as the legality of it might be called in queftion, 
on account of its having been originally a con- 
vention; and that he would fummon a new par- 
hament; which might be enabled to negociate 
the union of.the two kingdoms. 

The king himfelf was fo fully convinced of 
the utility and importance of this defign, that, 
even when he was difabled perfonally from ap- 
pearing in parliament, he wrote a letter to the 
commons, exprefling an anxious detire, that a 
treaty for that purpofe might be proceeded on, 
and earneftly recommended fuch a meafure to 
the confideration of the houfe. But the ferment 
yaifed in Scotland, by the difappointment of the 
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Darien enterprize, was ftill fo great, that it was 
deemed hazardous to rifk the calling of a new 
parliament, at {uch a critical conjunéture. The 
projeét was therefore poftponed, and referved 
for a more favourable opportunity. 

The king had already formed a fcheme of re- 
ducing the exorbitant power of France. Before 
his return from Holland, he had concerted with 
his allies the operations of the enfuing cam- 
paign: but William did not live to fee the refult 
of thefe operations. His conftitution was now 
almoft exhaufted, though he endeavoured to 
conceal the effects of his malady, and to repair 
his health by exercife. 

On the twenty-firft of February, in riding from 
Kenfington to Hampton Court, his horfe fell 
under him, and he was thrown upon the ground 
with fuch violence, as to produce a fra€ture in 
his collar-bone. His attendants conveyed him 
to Hampton Court, where the bone was fet by 
Ronjat, his ferjeant.furgeon. In the evening 
he returned to Kenfington in his coach, and the 
two ends of the fra€tured bone having been fe- 
parated by the jolting of the carriage, were ree 
placed under the inipeeiica of Bidloo, his phy- 
fician, 

He was apparently in a fair way of recover- 
ing from the accident, till the firft of March, 
when an inflammation appeared in his knee, ac- 
companied with much pain and weaknefs. On 
the following day he granted a commiffion under 
the great feal to feveral peers for giving the 
royal affent to the bills, which had paffed both 
houfes; particularly the a€t of attainder againft 
the pretended prince of Wales, and another in 
favour of the Quakers, importing, that their fo- 
lemn affirmation and declaration, fhould be ac- 
cepted inftead of an oath in the ufual form. On 
the feventh of March the king was fo well re- 
covered of his Jamenefs, that he took feveral 
turns in the gallery at Kenfington; but finding 
himfelf weak and fatigued, he fat down upon a 
couch, where he fell afleep, and was foon after 
feized with a fhivering, which terminated ina 
fever and diarrhea. He was attended by fir 
Thomas Millington, fir Richard Blackmore, anc 
others of the faculty, whofe endeavours pro- 
cured him a temporary relief. 

He continued tolerably eafy till the fifth, 

whem. 
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avhen the diarrhea returned with great violence. 
On the fixth, he granted another commifhon 
paffing the bills for the malt-tax, and the act 
of abjuration: and as he was now fo extremely 
weak, that he could not write his name, a ftamp 
was prepared for his figning the commifiion, 
which according to due form muft be fub- 
{cribed by the king, in the prefence of the lord- 
keeper, and the clerks of parliament. The 
fame day the ear] of Albemarle arriving from 
Holland, gave him an account of the fituation 
of affairs on the continent; and could any thing 
of that nature have engaged his attention, be 
mutt have rejoiced at the favourable intelligence: 
but he received the information with unufual 
apathy, and faid, Je tire vers ma fin: “1 draw 
‘© towards my end.” 

In the evening he thanked Dr. Bidloo for his 
care and tendernefs faying, ‘“ I am convinced 
“* that you and the other learned phyficians have 
« done all that your art can do for my relief: 
“ but, finding all means ineffe€tual, I {ubmit,” 
He was attended by the archbifhop of Canter- 
burv, and the bifhop of Salifbury; who on Sun- 
day morning adminiftered to him the facrament. 
His fenfes remained entire to the laft moment : 
but he was fo weak, that he could haidly ex- 
prefs himfelf, fo as to be underftood. The lords 
of the privy council and feveral noblemen were 
in an adjoining apartment, and to fome of them, 
who were admitted, he uttered a few words 
with a faint and feeble voice. IIe thanked lord 
Overkirk for his long and faithful fervices; and 
delivered to lord Albemarle the keys of his clofet 
and fcrutore, telling him, he knew what to do 
with them. He enquired for the earl of Port- 
Jand; but being fpeechlefs before that noble- 
man arrived, he grafped his hand, and laid it 
to his heart with marks of the tendereft affeGtion. 
On the eighth of March, about eight in the 
evening, he expired in the arms of Mr. Sewel, 
one of the pages of the back ftairs, in the fifty- 
fecond year of his age, and the fourteenth of his 
reign. The lords Lexington and Scarborough, 
who were in waiting, perceiving his majefty was 
dead, ordered Ronjat to take trom his left arm 


* The furgeons who opened his body, and th® phyfi- 
cians who witneffed that eperation, reprefented the ex- 
treme inflammation of the left fide of the lungs, and of the 
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a black ribbon, to which was attached a gold 
ring, containing fome of the late queen Mary’s 
hair: a proof of his fincere reat for the me- 
mory of that princefs. 

The body being opened * and embalmed, lay 
in ftate for fome time at Kenfington; and on the 
twelfth af April was interred in a vault of Henry 
the Seventh’s chapel, in Weftminfter Abbey f+. 
In the beginning of May, a will, which he had 
executed in Oétober 1695, and entrufted with 
monfieur Schuylemberg, was opened at the 
Hague. Jn this he had declared his coufin 
prince Frifon of Naffay, ftadthalder of Friefland, 
his fole and univerfal heir, and appointed the 
States Generat hisexecutors. He took no notice 
either of the king of Pruffia, the prince of Naffau 
Siegen, or the princefs of Anhalt, who all pre- 
tended they hed a right to the fucceflion. But, 
by a codicil annexed to the will, he bequeathed 
to the earl of Albemarle, the lordfhip of Bree- 
vert, and a legacy of two hundred thoufand 
guilders. 

By his friends, William has been reprefented 
as poffefled of every virtue: by his enemies, as 
guilty of every vice: but he neither merited the 
extravagant encomiums of the one, nor the invi- 
dious cenfures of the other; though the opinion 
of the former, will, upon a careful examination, 
appear to be much better founded, than that of 
the latter. William was rather dignified in his 
deportment, than majeftic in his perfon. He 
did not rife above mediocrity in bis ftature; and 
was not remarkable for elegance of fhape: he 
had an aquiline nofe, fparkling eyes, a high fore~ 
head, and a grave and folemn afpeét. From 
an immature birth, be derived a weak and feeble 
conftitution; but by the force of temperance 
and exercife, he was enabled to undergo greater 
fatigues in the field, and greater application in 
the cabinet, than many princes b with fu- 
perior natural advantages, but lefs virtuous and 
regular in their conduét, have been able to en- 
counter. His manly difpofition evinced itfelf at 
an early period, in an eagernefs to quit the hu- 
miliation of female tutelage. Though he had 
not the beft of inftruétors, he made confiderable 


neareft part of thepleura,as the immediate caufeofhis death. 
+ The funeral was conduCted with economy, as it was 
deemed imprudent to be lavith on the eve ofa new war. 
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proficiency in his ftudies; and acquired a com- 
petent knowledge of the Latin tongue, of the 
principle modern languages, and of hiftory, geo- 
graphy, and mathematics: though De Wit had 
endeavoured to divert him from ‘too clofe a pur- 
fuit of affairs of ftate, tlat he -might not be 
tempted to aim at the dignity of ftadtholder. 
Poffeffed of a ftrong and tenacious memory, he 
hardly ever forgot acircumftance, that was worth 
remembering; and he was well qualified to 
improve, to the regulation of his own condu€t, 
every incident in ancient and modern hiftory. 
Poffefled rather of a found judgment than a 
lively imagination, his fchemes were always 
formed with uncommon ability ; and, as a natural 
confequence, though they were feldom crown- 
ed with remarkable fuccefs, they never proved 
wholly ineffe€tual: a fate, which frequently at- 
tends the defigns of thofe, who enjoy a greater 
fhare of the latter, than of the former quality. 
He was frequently placed in the moft critical 
and delicate fituations; and yet, by his fingular 
prudence, he generally conduéted himfelf with 
{uch ability, as would have entitled any other 
perfon, even ating in the moft common cir- 
cumftances, to the chara€ter of wifdom and {fa- 
gacity. But, though fuch was often his fitua- 
tion, from neceffity, he never threw himfelf, 
voluntarily, into any great or infuperable difh- 


cultjes; and if, by fome unforefeen and una- 


yvoidable accident, he became involved in fuch 
perplexities, he never failed to extricate himfelf, 
with fuch dexterity, as to raife his charaéter 
higher in the eftimation of. the world, Virtuous 
and regular in his own conduét, he endeavoured 
to recommend the practice of morality to all 
his courtiers and dependants; but his example 
had too little influence on the manners of men, 
corrupted by the licentioufnefs of a former reign, 
and who ftill continued to indylge themfelves in 
every fpecies of debauchery and vice. 


* Dr. Coote, however, obferves, that “his condu@ with 
* re(peét to England, has net with an equal thare of admi- 
“ rationand cenfure, It would havobeen more deferving 
“ of praife, had he not infidioufly intrigued with the mi- 
*¢ nifters of James, to {mpoth the way {o his own acquili- 
** tion of the throne, Abfiragiedly front that confidera- 
** tion, .bis interference jn the removal of atyrant, though 
*t his own uncle and fatherzinplaw, willever merit the ap- 
s* plaufe of the friends of mankind,” Vol, vii. p. 219, 
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He was a prince of great yigour of mind, 
firmnefs of difpofition, and intrepidity of {pirit ; but 
ungraceful in his perfon and addrefs, difgutt- 
ingly cold in his manner, and dry, filent, and 
folitary inhishumour. To a happy concurrence 
of circumftances, and a fteady perfevetance in 
his plans, rather than to any extraordinary ta- 
lents, either in a civil or military capacity, he 
was indebted for-that high reputation, and ex- 
tenfive influence, which he acquired and fo long 
enjoyed among the princes of Chriftendom. He 
was, however, an able politician, and.a good 
fuldier, though not a confummate general. He 
has been feverely blamed for thofe intrigues 
which he employed to dethrone his uncle and 
father-in-law*. But as William’s heart feems 
to have been as dead to the fympathetic feel- 
ings, as his foul was infenfible to the charms ot 
literature and the beauties of the elegant arts, it 
is poffible that, while he was guiding the great 
political fyftem, he might be led by the illufions 
of ambition, under the appearance of principle, 
to think the ties of blood, and the right of in- 
heritance, a neceflary facrifice to the welfare of 
Europe, and the interefts of the reformed reli- 

ion. England, at leaft, was obliged to him 
or fupporting her caufe, in her grand ftruggle 
for Jiberty and a Proteftant fucceflion. But the 
has dearly paid for thofe bleftings, by being in- 
volved in deftru€tive foreign wars, partly indeed 
rendered neceflary by the fupinenefs of her two 
preceding princes, but in which fhe ought na- 
turally to have had no concern; by the intro- 
duftion of the infamous prattice of corrupting 
parliaments, in order to engage them to fupport 
thofe wars: and by their unavoidable confe- 
quence, a grievous national debt, which, daily 
accumulating, and augmenting the weight of 
government, threatens us with the worft of 
evilst. 

Imprefled with a deep fenfe of the awful 

truths 

+ A certain proportion of public debt, b y increafing cir. 
culation, and creating a new fpecles of money, always 
ready to be si ed in any beneficial undertaking, is 
fuppofec to be of advantagetoatrading peuple, But what 
that proportion may be, no politician has hitherto pretende 
ed to determine. It ishowever certain, that the national 
debt of England has long exceeded, nof only all calculas 
tions of contmercial benefit, but even what the kingdom 
could poflibly bear; and at the enormous taxes, ar 
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truths of religion, he a€ted up,-as near as the 
frailty of human nature will commonly permit, 
to the true fpirit of Chriftianity; and, though 
educated in the principles of the Prefbyterian 
party, he had a charitable indulgence for all who 
differed from him in matters of opinion: nothing 
gave him greater uneafinefs, than the unhappy 
divilions which prevailed among the feveral de- 
nominations of Proteftants; nor was there anv 
thing, which he more earnetily defired, than to 
unite them all in one general and brotherly com- 
munion, 

But what feems chiefly to have diftinguifhed 
his charaéter, and to have conftituted his ruling 
and predominant pafhion, was a fincere regard 
to the natural rights and liberties of mankind. 
Animated bv this noble ardour, he bravely un- 
dertook, and fuccefsfully accomplifhed, even in 
his moft tender years, the delivery of his native 
country, when it was not only menaced with 
immediate fubjeGlion, but was almoft involved 
in utter ruin and deftruttion. Prompted by the 
fame gencrous principle, he refcued the inhabi- 
tants of this ifland from the dreadful calamity of 
civil and religious flavery. The Gallic tyrant 
dreaded his courage, a€tivity, and perfeverance; 
the adverfaries of that potentate refpeéted and 
admired him as the hero of their confederacy; 
and his countrymen repofed fo much confidence 
in him, that they fuffered him to exercife an 
authority which exceeded the limits of his fta- 
tion. “ Over the Englith he had lefs influence. 
** His unfocial referve, and unaccommodating 
““ manners, his inattention to conciliatory arts, 
“ his preterence of the counfels of aliens, who 
were unacquainted with the conftitution of 
the kingdom, his lavith diftribution of his fa- 
vours among thofe foreigners, and his fre- 
“ quent and long abfence from his fubjeéts, 
“ concurred to render him unpopular. His 
‘ government was acceptable to neither of the 
“ parties, which contended for power and fu- 
‘ perionity. The Tories could never forgive 
* him for the breach which he caufed in the 
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to pay the intereft of that debt, by enhancing the price of 
the neceffaries of lif-, of labour, and confequently of 
every fpecie, of manufacture, have injured the fale of our 
rommodites in foreign maskets; have ftrengthened the 
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“ hereditary fucceffion; and though he occa. 
‘ fionally admitted their leaders to a fhare of the 
 adminiftration, they were difgufted at his par- 
“ tial regard for his countrymen, as well as at 
“ the influence which fome of the Whigs con- 
“ tinued to retain.” Influenced by a truly be- 
nevolent fpirit, he commenced the champion 
of the general liberties of Europe, which he not 
only preferved from impending ruin, but efta- 
blifhed upon a firm and folid foundation. He 
checked the growing power of the French mo- 
narchy; and, though he could not humble it to 
fuch a degree as he wifhed and expeéted, he 
yet reftrained it within fuch limits, and formed 
fuch a mighty confederacy againft it, as ren- 
dered it, at that time, and, it is to be hoped, 
will always render it, unable to endanger the 
freedom and independency of Chriftendom. 

It muft be acknowledged, however, that with 
all his virtues, William was not exempt from 
errors and imperfe€tions. Naturally incapable 
of bearing contradition, though by no means 
Celighting in flattery, he was too little inclined 
to hearken to the advice of thofe, who were 
moft able and willing to beftow it; and too 
ready to rely on thofe who never could be re- 
conciled to his perfon or government. Hence 
his imprudent diffolution of the convention par- 
liament, from whom he received his crown and 
dignity; and his convocation of another of a 
very different fpirit, who would willingly have 
deprived him of his fovereign authority. To this 
muft be afcribed his impolitic, and feemingly 
ungrateful conduét, in deferting the Whigs, his 
only fteady friends, and confiding in the Tories, 
his inveterate and implacable enemies. 

Smollet concludes the hiftory of this prince in 
the following terms.—“ William was a fatalift in 
“ religion, indefatigable in war, enterprifing in 
“ politics, dead to all the warm and generous 
““ emotions of the human heart; a cold relation, 
“an indifferent hufband, a difagreeable man, 
“ an ungracious prince, and an imperious fove- 
 reignt.” 
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enflaving influence of the crown, by increafing the num- 

ber of its dependents, if not broke, in fome meafure, the 

free fpirit of the people, by multiplying their necefitics, 
+ This fovereign had no iffue, 
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HE death of William the Third threw the 
allies into the utme@confufion, and occa- 
fioned joy and feftivity in the court of France; 
but thofe raptures were tranfitory and illufive: 
the exclufion of the Catholic branch of the houfe 
of Stuart, made for the fucceffion of the Pro- 
te(tant heir of the family. The crawh mpw de- 
volved upon the | eae Anne of Dentiatk, fe- 
cond daughter of the late king James, ind the 
wife of Gcorge, the brothér of Chriftian V. of 
Denmark. She was now ip the thirtyeighth 
year of her age; a princefs of a mild diffiohtion, 
and virtuous deportment. The fist aft of her 
reign, was to convene the privy countil, fo whom 
fhe declared, that fhe was fui fenfible of the 
lofs which the nation had fufM, in the death 
of his late majefty, and of the¥ggtthen which it 
had entailed upon her: that, fafigenced, how- 
ever, by a fincere regard for the seligion and Hi- 
berties of her country, nothing,<bould be want- 
ing on her part to preferve them: inviolable; to 
maintain the fucceffion in the Proteftant line, 
and the government in church and ftate, as by 
law eftablifhed: and that it was her fixed refo- 
lution to proceed in the | ol eeapeny for oppofing 
the exorbitant power of France, and to convince 
her allies, that the would refolutely purfte the 
true intereft of England, and that of the confe- 
derates, for the fupport of the common caufe. 
The members of the privy council having 
taken the oaths, the iffued a proclamation, fig- 
nifying her pleafure, that all perfons in offices 
of authority under government, at the deceafe 
of the late king, fhould continue in thofe offices 
till her further commands fhould be made known. 
As, by an aft paffed in the preceding reign, the 
parliament continued fitting even after the de- 
mife of the king, both houfes inftantly met, and 
unanimoufly voted an addrefs of condolence and 
congratulation; and in the afterjoon, the queen 
was proclaimed. 








* Prince George of Denmark, fecond fon of Frederic 
HI, aud younger brother of Chriftian V. kings of Den- 
mark, came into England, and was married to the princefs 
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The lords deelared, that they firmly refolved 
to maintain her unqueftionable right and title, 
and the fucceffion in the Proteftant line, againft 
all her enemies :_that the lofs they had fuftained 
was no otherwife to be repaired, than by a vi- 
gorous adherence to her majefty, and her allies, 
in profecation of thofe meafures already con- 
cetted to reduce the exorbitant power of France: 
and that they hoped her majefty, for the en- 
couragement of her allies, would, with all con- 
venient {peed, affure them of her fincere inten- 
tion to eftablifh the alliances which were al- 
ready concluded, and which they would exert 
with their utmoft endeavours to enable her to 
maintain. The commons obferved, that they 
were determined to affift and fupport her on the 
throne, where God had placed her, in fpite of 
the endeavours of the friends and abettors of 
the pretended prince of Wales; and, that rely- 
ing on her majefty’s refolution to adhere to the 
alliances, which had lately been contra€ted for 
preferving the general liberties of Europe, they 
would effeCtually provide for the public credit 
of the nation. 

Thefe addreffes were gracioufly received bv 
the queen, who, on the eleventh of March, re- 
paired to the houfe of peers, with the ufual fo- 
lemnity, where fhe delivered her firft fpeech to 
the parliament. She fignified her zeal for the 
maintenance of the Proteftant fucceffion, and 
the eftablifhed government both in church and 
ftate; remarked that the conjunétion of affairs 
required the greateft application and difpatch, 
as too much could not be done for the fupport 
of the confederacy againft France, ftrongly re- 
commended an union with Scotland, and de- 
fired a new fettlement of the civil lift. In the 
courfe of her addrefs, fhe complimented the me- 
mory of William, by mentioning him “as the 
“* great fupport, not only of thefe kingdoms, but 
** of all Europe.” That, as the knew her own 


Anne, on the 28th of July 1683. The ceremony was 
folemuly performed hy the bithop of London, in the 
chapel royal at St. James’s, 

heart 
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to be evict Englith, fhe could very fincerelv 
affuic tem, that there was not any thing thev 
could expect or detire of her, whi h the thould 
not always be ready to perfuim for the happinefs 
and pretyerity of England: and that they fhould 
alwa's und Ler a ftuct and religious obferver of 
her word *, 

The lords anfwe:ed* the fpeech by a warm 
addrefs: the commons contented themfelves 
with fending a meffage of thanks. An addrefs 
of condolence and congratulation was prefented 
by the Archbifhop of Canterbury and clergy of 
London, the bithop of the metropolis being then 
indifpofed. ‘The fame cuftomary compliment 
was adopted ts the diffenters m and about 
London, ard 0¥ all the counties, cities, towns, 
and cotporati nsof England. In thefe addreffes 
agreat CGicriny of ftile, as well as {éntiment, 
was partiulary remaiked. Moft of them men- 
tioned the late hing with the higheft refpe€t and 
gratitude: iome, however, named him with in- 
difference: others omitted to mention either him 
cr his death, and fimply congratulated the 
queen’s acceliion to the crown: fome threw 
reflections on the memory of the king, and in- 
timated, that be had treated the queen with 


indifference. The queen manifefted great po- 
lics and prudence on this occafion. To fome 


of the adc'cfiors fhe replied in a gracious man- 
net: t ot crs the expreffed herlelf in general 
icrms, f.me fhe gratihed with a complacent 
imue: and fome anfwers were afcribed to ber, 
which fhe publicly difavowed. 

On the firft information of rhe king’s death, 
the Dutch were fejzed with terror and confter- 
nation. The States immediately aflembled, and 
difpatcled letters to the cities and provinces, 
informirg them of this unfortunate event, and 
eahorti.g tocm tu union and perfeverance. The 
exprefs trom England having brought her ma- 


* The eo wee two exprefons in this fpecch, that 
wereno yor oly arnioved. The hirft was, the queen’. 
faying, “that ner heart was entirely Englith,” a re- 
fiction Was tuppofid 10 be smplied againft the late hing, 
who was go.trally Liheved to hase a greater regard 
for the Dutch thant « Loglil, and to preter the intereft 
of the former to that ct the latter. Confidering the terms 
on which f.e had lived with 1isma, Sy, during a contiaer- 
able part of fi reige, at w ‘Tl not ayy var Arange that the 
had couurafied fone prejudices agauat him: though at 
Light be decmed incunultent with tue digiaty of a queen 
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jefty’s addrefs to her privy council, thev caufed 
it to be tranflated into French and Dutch, and 
difperfed every where for the’encouragement of 
the people. On the following day, penfionary 
Fagel imparted to the States of Lolland a letter, 
which he had received from the earl of Marl- 
borough, containing affurances, in the qucen’s 
name, of union and afifance. Thus animated, 
the States of Holland proceeded in a body to 
the affembly of the States General, and declared 
their refolution to adhere to the alliances which 
had lately been contrafted, and to facrifice their 
lives and fortunes, rather. than abandon their 
religion and liberty. The city of Amfterdam, as 
a more particular mark of their zeal, propofed 
in addition to their own proportion, te advance 
money to thofe provinces, who might otherwife 
be unable to furnifh their refpeQive quotas. 

In a few days, queen Anne tranfmitted a 
letter to the States, confirming her former affu- 
rances: but what chiefly contributed to give 
vigour to their, tions, was the arrival of the 
earl of Mar h, whom her majefty had 
declared captaimgeneral of her forces both at 
home and atwnad: and appointed her ambaffador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the States 
General. He affured them, that the queen, his 
miftrefs, would faithfully adhere to the alliances, 
which had been concluded by the late king, and 
exert her utmoft for preferving the common [i- 
berties of Europe. The forrow occafioned in 
England and Holland,: by the death of William, 
could only be exceeded by the joy which it oc- 
cafioned at Rome and Paris. ‘he French were 
tranfported with the intelligence, and were fo 
apprehenfive that it would not prove true, that 
they imprifoned the perfon who firft introduced 
fuch a report at Calais, till his information was 
confirmed. At Rome, the joy of the pcople 
was fo extravagant, and broke out in fuch in- 





of England, to refent the injuries of a princefs of Denmark, 
Anothcr expreffion was thought exceptionable, ‘that they 
“ fhould always find her a ffri@ and religious obferver of 
« her word.” A fimilar promife had been given by her 
father, in his firft fpeech, which he seg!cAed to perform , 
and to which the Maps alluded. The former expreffion 
maft have been th* effet of defign, and therefore cannot 
be jufufied. The latter might prox ced from inattention, 
and, perhaps, flowed from the finccrity rather than the 
infincerity of her heart. 
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decent raptures, that cardinal Oremani, the Im- 
pcrial minifter, comflained of them to the Pope, 
as an infult on his mafter the emperor, who was 
William’s friend, confederate, .and ally. 

In the mean time, the Englith parliament was 
employed in confidering the Gel affairs, which 
the queen had recommended from the throne. 
They had fettled the civil lift upon her for life; 
and when the bill received the royal affent, fhe 
affured them, that one hundred thoufand pounds 
of this revenue, fhould be appropriated to the 
public fervice of the prefent year: an inftance 
of liberality, which contributed greatly to en- 
dear her to her fubjeéts. On the twenty-fourth 
of March, the oath of abjuration was taken by 
the fpeaker and members, none of the Tories 
refufing compliance; though with what fincerity 
they fe upon this occation, was but too evi- 
dent by their fubfequent proceedings. ‘The 
queen had always entertained a ftrong attach- 
ment to this party, and an averfion to the 
Whigs, She had been inftru&ted to regard the 
former as the true friends of the church and 
monarchy, and the latter as Prefbyterians and 
republicans. In the choice of her minifters, the 
queen chi. fly favoured the Tories, (or the high- 
church party as the zealots for the church and 
mionatchy were ftyled)*. 

The prince of Denmark was declared gene- 
raliflimo of all the queen’s forces, both by fea 
and land; and afterwards created lord high 
admiral: the earl of Pembroke being difmiffed 
with the offer of a penfion, which, though his 
circumftances feemed to require it, he gene- 
roufly refufed. ‘The prince, as admiral, was 


* The earl of Rochefter was continued lord lieutenant 
of Tieland, and enjoyed a considerable fhare of her maelty’s 
confidence: the privy feal was committed to the marquis 
of N ormandy +: the eail of Nottingham and fir Charles 

edges weie appointed fccrctaries of ftate: the earl of 
Jerfey was made chamberlain of the houfchold; the 
earl of Biadford treafurers Peregrine Bertie, vice-cham- 
berlain; fir Edward Seymour, comptro'ler of the houfe- 
hold; and fir John evi Gower, chancellor of the duchy 
of Lancafier, The eailof Abingdon, viftount Weymouth, 
lord Dartmonth, Mafgrave, Gieenvil, Howe, Harcourt, 
and others, who durmg the late reign, Had difcoy ered the 
moft violent and implacable averfion to the government, 
were now fworn of the privy council; ivhile the names of 
Jord Somers, Hallifax, and others attached to 1evolution- 


+ Je was thes nobleman, when earl of Mulgrave, who made 
his addejes to the queen, thea princess Anne; and though they 
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affifted by a eouncil, confifting of fir George 
Rooke, fir David Mitchell, George Churchill, 
and Richard Hill. As this court was new, it 
could not properly be conftituted without the 
confent of parliament: but, from refpe& to the 
queen, no objection was ftarted againft it, and 
it was permitted to a€t without interruption. 

Though the Tories had promifed to gratify 
the inclinations of the people, by adhering to 
the treaties which had been lately concluded, it 
foon appeared that the more violent among 
them could not fo eafily overcome their pre- 
judices. A motion having been made in coun- 
cil to declare war againft France and Spain, the 
earl of Rochefter alledged, that fuch a ftep would 
probably be attended with the moft dangerous 
confequences: the earl of Marlborough main- 
tained, that the honour of the nation was con- 
cerned to fulfil the late king’s engagements ; 
and that France could never be reduced within 
due bounds, unlefs the Englith fhould enter, as 
principals, into the quarrel. This opinion was 
fupported by the dukes of Somerfet and Devon- 
fhire, the earl of Pembroke and others ; and the 
Tories, perceiving that nothing lefs would fatisfy 
the nation, -were, at laft, obliged to adopt the 
fame fentiments. The queenaccordingly refolved 
to declare war, and communicated her intention 
to the houfe of commons, by whom it was ap- 
proved, and on the fourth ot May, the declara- 
tion was folemnly publifhed. 

The French king was equally enraged and 


‘aftonifhed at the declarations of the Emperor, 


England, and the States General, which were 
iffued on the fame day. When his minifter, 


principles, wcre excluded from the lift. The ea:] of Marl- 
borough, how ever, and lord Godolphin, were allo a imitted 
into her maefty’s confidence; butit may not be improper 
to intimate, that both thefe noblemen wei dupputed to be 
of the Tory party; friends of their country. Godo'phin, 
however, declined accepting the office of treaf rer, tll he 
was overcome by the importunities of Marlborough, to 
whofe eldeft daughter his fon had been matiicd. This 
nobleman refufed te command the armies abroad, unlefs 
the treafury fhould be placed under the command of Go- 
dolphin, on whofe punctuality in point of remittance, he 
knew he could depend; and the nation was, at that time, 
fo eager tor a war with France, that, had the Tories pre. 
fumed to oppofe that meafure, the queen, with all her au. 
thority, would nothave been able tocontinuethemin power, 


were chiched the moment thy were dijcovered, jhe always roe 
tained a regaad for hun, 
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de Torcy, read them in His hearing, he faid 
Rotning againft the emperor; fenfible, per- 
haps, that his condué to the Auftrian family 
had deferved it. He reflefted feverely on the 
a of England for refenting his conduét re- 
pe€ting the pretended prince of Wales: but 
what gave him the higheft indignation was the 
declaration of the States General. Having taken 
it in his hand, and glanced it over, he threw it 
on the table in a tranfport of rage; and with a 
vanity truly charaCteriftical of himfelf and his 
ation declared, “that meffieurs the Dutch 
“ merchants fhould one day repent of their in- 
“ folence and prefumption, in declaring war 
“ againft fo great a monarch.” 

The queen having recommended an union be- 
tween England and Scotland, a bill was now 
introduced, empowering her majefty to name 
commiflioners to treat with the Scots upon that 
fubje&t. The Tories tmmediately took the alarm. 
They knew, that, fhould ever their defigns in 
favour of the pretended prince of Wales fuc- 
ceed, the firft attempt muft be made in Scot- 
and; and thev were fenfible, that, by the union 
of the two kingdoms; all their hopes would be 
annihilated. They confequently exerted their 
utmoft endeavours to defeat it. The bill, how- 


ever, pafled the two houfes, and afterwards 4 


received the royal affent. The Jacobites en- 
deavoured to vilify the charaéter of the late king, 
whofe memory they treated with the moft in- 
decent fcurrility *. : 
The bufinefs of the feflion being finifhed on 
the twenty-fifth of May, the queen went to the 
houfe of peers, and after giving her affent to fe- 


* Asa fpecimen of the complexion of their wit, it may 
1 ot be improper to remark, thal they drank to the health of 
Sorrel, macaning the heifs that fell with his mayefty; and 
under the ap; ellation of the little gentleman tn velvet, toafted 
the mole tuat raifed the hill, over which the horfe had 
fumbled, As the beaft hid formerly belonged to fir John 
Fenwick, they intiiuated, that William's fate was a judg- 
ment u on him tor hiv cruelts to that gentleman; and a 
Latin epiyram was wrticn on the occafwn. 

+ Among tLe ftatutes paffed in this feffion, one is an a& 
to oblige the Jews to maintam and provide ‘or their Pro. 
teftant children. By this regula‘ion, if anv Jewifh parent, 
with a view to compel Lis Proteftant child to change his 
religion, thould retufe fuch a child a maintenance, fuitable 

_to the ability of the parent, and the age and education of 
the child, the lord chancellor was empowered to make 
fuch en order for the maintenance of the child, as to him 
f.ould feu moft proper and convenient, 
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parliament to the feventh of Puy f. 

Soon after the i in confequence ef thr 
power invefted in her by ads of parliament Of 
both kingdoms, appointed commiffionerst for 
treating of an unton between England and Scot- 
land. On the twenty-fecond of Oéober, the 
commiffioners met for the firft time, at the Cock- 
pit, where, after both commiffions had been 
read, the lord keeper Wright delivered a fhort 
harangue on the fubjeét of their meeting, which 
was replied to by the duke of Queentberry: 
and on the twentieth of the following month, 
they adjufted the preliminaries, 

About this time the campaign had been open- 
ed in Germany, and proved very favourable to 
the allies, The old duke of Zell, and his ne- 
phew, the ele&or of Brunfwick, had furprifed 
the dukes of Wolfenbuttle and Saxe Gotha, 
whom they compelled to renounce their engage- 
ments with France. Keyferfwaert had been re- 
duced after a defperate refiftance, by the prince 
of Naffau Saarbrugh, marefchal du camp to the 
emperor. The earl of Athlone,’who commanded 
the Dutch troops, had defeated the defign, 
which the French had formed, of furprifing 
Nimeguen. General Coehorn, at the head of 
a {trong detachment, had entered Flanders, de- 
molifhed the French lines between the forts of 
Donat and Habella, and laid the Chatellanie of 
Bruges under contribution. And the prince of 
Badennith had invefted Landau, and taken it 
by affault. 

Such was the fituation affairs when the earl 
of Marlborough arrived in Holland, to afflume 


t The Englifh commiffioners were, the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, the lord keeper Wright, the dukes of Somer. 
fet and Devonthire, the marquis of Normandy, the earls of 
Pembroke, Jerfey, Burlington, Nottingham, Rochefter, 
Marlborough, and Scarborough, the pee of London, fir 
Charles Hedger, chief juftice Holt, chief juftice Trevor, 
fir John Levifon Gower, fir Chriftopher Mufgrave, fir 
John Cook, Robert Baie Charles Godolphin, Samuel. 
Clarke, and Stephen Waller, 

‘The Scotch commiffioners were, the dukes of Queenf- 
berry and Argyle, the marquiffes of Annandale and Lo- 
thian, the earls of Seafield, Hyndford, and Leven, the vif- 
counts Tarbat and Stair, the lords Galloway and bt ig 
fir James Stuart, fir George Maxwell, fir James Smoilet, 
fir Alexandes Douglas, fir David Dalrymple, fir Patrick 
Johniton, Mr Montgomery, Mr Scrimger, and the pro- 
voh of Aberdeen, 
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the command of the allied troops; and when he 
was declared generaliffimo of all their forces. 
Early in the month of July, he repaired to,the 
army, which was now encamped under the 
walls of Nimeguen; and which, aftér calling in 
the detached parties, amounted to about fixty 
thoufand men. 

The French, who were inferior in number, 
were commanded by the duke of Burgundy, 
and under him, by the marefchal de Boufflers. 
On she fixteenth of the month, the earl paffed 
the Maefe, and made feveral attempts to bring 
the enemy to an engagement; but rather than 
expofe themfelves to the hazard of a battle, 
they chofe to abandon the Spanifh Guelderland, 
and leave it entirely to the difcretion of the 
allies, 

The eat! did not fail to improve this advant- 
age. He detached general Schultz with a body 
of troops to attack the town and caftle of Wertz, 
which were both furrendered after a flight re- 
fiftance. In the beginning of September, he 
undertook the fiege of Venlo, which capitulated 
on the twenty-fifth of the month, after one of 
the forts had been ftormed and taken by the 
Englifh volunteers under lord Cutts. In this 
attion the young earl of Huntington gave many 
ftriking {pecimens.of a martial difpofition *. 

In the month of Oftober the general invefted 
Ruremonde, which he took after a very obfti 
nate defence, together with Stevenfwaert, both 
fituated on the Maefe. On his arrival at Liege, 
he found the fuburbs of St. Walbrugh had been 
fet on fire by the French garrifon, who had re- 
tired into the citadel and the Chatreux. The 
allies immediately entered the city; and in a 
few days opened their batteries againft their cita- 
del, which was taken by affault. On this occa- 
fion the nereditary prince of Heffe Caffel be- 
haved with rematkahle bravery. He charged 
at the head of the Englith grenadiers, was the 
firft perfon wh® mounted the breach, and with 
his own hands took the colours from a French 
officer. Violaine, the governor, and the duke 


, Afraid of being left behind by the foldiers, who were 
rufhing on to the charge, he earneffly befought them to affift 
him in gelting over the pallifadoes, and he would cheerfully 
give them ailthe money he had in his poctet. The foldiers 
complied with his requeft: the earl performed his promife; 


andledthemontotheattack with equal bravery and fuccefs. 
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of Charoft, were made priferiers. Three*hun- 
dred thoufand florins in gcld and filver “ere 
found in the citadel, befides ‘notes fo rabout 
twelve hundred thoufand more, drawnajupon 
fubftantial merchants in Liege, who paidyyhe 
morey. The whole booty was fo confid: sale, 
that an Englifh grenadier is faid to have got a 
thoufand louis d’ors for his own fhare. Thus 
ended the campaign, equally to the advantage 
of the allies and the honour of the general, who 
had now eftablifhed his military chara&ter beyond 
all contioverfv, and perfeétly tecured the appro- 
bation midhtpa fidence of the ftates. The earl, 
however, in his return to the Hague, had nearly 
met with a misfortune, which would not have 
been more difagreeable to himfelf, than injurious 
to the allies. He propofed, for the fake of ex- 
pedition, to take his paffage by water; and ac- 
cordingly embarked on the Maefe in a fmall 
boat with twenty-five foldic-s, under the com- 
mand of a lieutenant. He uv: joined the next 
morning at Ruremonde by Coon, in a large 
veffel with fixty men, and they were alfo efcorted 
by fifty troopers, who rowed along the margin of 
the river. The large boat our-failed the other, 
and the horfemen miftook the road in the dark. 
The French were {till in poffeflion of Guelders, 
the only place which they now retained in that 
province. A party of the garrifon, confifting 
of thirty-five men, had concealed themfelves 
among th rufhes on the banks of the river, in 
expe€tation of prey; and obferving the boat, 
they feized the ropet by which it was drawn, 
hauled it afhore, difcharged their {mall arms and 
hand-grenades, and then rufhing into it, fecured 
the foldiers before they could affume a pofture 
of defence. 

" The earl was accompanied by general Opdam, 
and mynheer Gueldermalfen, one of the deputies 
of the States. The enemy knew thefe two gen- 
tlemen, who were furnifhed with paffports, ac- 
cording to a civility ufually praQifed by the ge- 
neral on both fides; but they were totally igno- 
rant of the quality of the earl, who had unfor- 


+ For the gratification of the lefs intelligent reader, it 
may not be improper to remark, that in moft of the canals 
and rivers in the Low Countries, boats are drawn by 
Age faftened to horfes, that are driven along the fide of 
the river, 
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tunaly forgot to praftice this neceffary pre- 
caution. Recolleéting, however, that he had 
an old paffport for his brother, general Churchill, 
lie PF*duced it with great prefence of mind; and 
the’rench were in fuch confufion, that they 
ned#e&ted to examine the date. But they rifled 
"he Baggage, carried off the guaid as prifoners, 
and then permitted the boat to sroreed: 

The allies were almoft as fuccefsful on the 
Rhine as in Flanders. “The ele&tor of Bavaria, 
indeed, who had hitherto -profeffed a neutrality, 
feized the city ot Ulm in Swabia, bya ftratagem, 
and then openly declared for Fratice:. an in- 
ftance of treachery which fo irritated the empire, 
that the diet aflembled at Ratifbon, and de- 
clared war againft the French king, and the duke 
of Anjou, tor having invaded feveral fiefs of the 
empire in Italy, the archbifhopric of Cologne, 
and diocefe of Liege. ‘The French likewife 
made themfelves mafters of the little town of 
Newburgh, in the circle of Swabia; and prince 
Lewis of Badi..’ was fo much weakened by 
fending off detachments, that he had not above 
eight thoufand men remaining. With this 
{mall army, hewever, he conducted himfelf 
in fuch a manner as might reafonably have 
been exnefted from a general of his abi- 
lities, The French army formed themfelves 
Into two bodies. commanded by the marquis 
de Villars, and count de Guifcard, who endea- 
vcured to enclofe the prince, in his camp near 
Fridlingen; but he cluded the danger with won- 
dertul dexterity. 

He repaffed the Rhine without oppofition. 
and Viilars immediately followed him, intend- 
ing to fall on his rear. An obftinate engagement 
enfued, in which the prince was fo difeuncerted, 
that his horfe was put to flight; but the foot, in 
obedience to his orders, though almoft contrary 
to his expcétations, attacked the enemy with 
fuch impetu ‘tity, that he obliged them to retire 
with great lofs. The French, however, claimed 
the vitorv, and even Ze Deum was fung at Paris, 
on the cccation; but the prince,-to undeceive 
the world, called in his eachaenik and of- 
fered to encounter the enemy, which, however, 
they thought proper to decline. 

Prince Eugene commanded the Imperialifts 
in Italy; but he was fo totally negle&ted by the 
court of Vienna, that his army, which was the 
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beft the emperor had, was fuffered to moulder 
away for want of reinforcements. The prince, 
thus abandoned, could not prevent the duke 
of Vendome from relieving Mantua, and was 
obliged to relinquifh fome other places he had 
taken. 

se king of Spain, being defirous of finifh- 
ing the Italian war in perfon, fet fail for Naples; 
and, on his arrival there, was vifited by the car- 
dinal legate, with a compliment from the Pope, 
though he could not obtain the inveftiture of the 
the kingdom from his holinefs. The emperor, 
however, was fo offended at the embafly, which 
the Pope had fent to Phillip, that he ordered his 
ambaffador at Rome, immediately to withdraw. 

Prince Eugene, fuppofing the French, who 
were forty thoufand ftrong, intended to attack 
Luzzara and Guaftalla, paffed the Pe, with an 
army of about half that number, and pofted 
himfelf behind the dyke of Zero, in fuch a man- 
ner, that the enemy were ignorant of his fitua- 
tion. He conceived, that on their arrival at the 
ground they had chofen, the horfe would march 
out to forage, while the foot would be employed 
in pitching tents, and providing for their re- 
frefhment. His intention was to attack them 
unawares, while they fhould be unprepared for 
refiltance: but mere accident rendered his 
fcheme abortive. An adjutant, with an ad- 
vanced guard, had the curiofity to afcend the 
dyke, in order to view the country, when he 
difcovered the Imperial infantry lying on their 
faces and their horfes in the rear, ranged in order 
of battle. 

Notwithftanding this difcovery, the prince ad- 
vanced to the charge with refolution ; and, after 
an obftinate and bloody engagement, obliged 
the enemy to retire with the lofs of eight thou- 
fand men. But as he was fo much inferior in 
point of number, he was unable to maintain his 

ound: and the French afterwards reduced 

uzzara and Guatftalla; which-furnifhed them 
with a pretence of claiming the honour of the 
victory. Prince Eugene, however, preferved 
all his pofts; and Philip returned to Spain with- 
out having obtained either honour or advan- 


tage. 

The fuccefs of the combined fquadrons had 
not fully anfwered the expe€tations of the pub- 
lic. The late king, a little before his se, 

a 
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had formed a defign to reduce Cadiz; and this 
{cheme it was now propofed te refume. 

The operatjons at fea were even more favour- 
able to the allies, than thofe by land; though 
not perfectly equal to their hopes or expecta- 
tions. The confederate fleet under fir George 
Rooke, aflifted by the admirals Hopfon, Fair- 
borne, and Graydon, confifting of fifty Englifh 
and Dutch thips of the line, with twelve thou- 
{and troops on board, commanded by the duke 
of Ormond, appeared before Cadiz, and fum- 
moned that city to furrender to the houfe of 
Auftria, or expeét an attack from fuch a formi- 
dable. armament. But the governor paid little 
attention to this menace. The place being much 
{tronger than the befiegers expected, the duke of 
Ormond found it neceffary to re-embark his 
troops after they had taken fort St. Catharine, 
made an unfuccefsful attempt on fort Mata- 
gorda, and pillaged port St. Mary, contrary to 
his exprefs orders. His next attempt was more 
fortunate. After leaving Cadiz, the confede- 
rates failed for Vigo, where the galleons, under 
convoy of twenty-three French fhips of war, 
commanded by the count de Chateau-Renaud, 
were juft arrived from America. The wealth 
on board thefe galleons being confidered as the 
principal refource of the Spanifh monarchy, 
and even of the whole houfe of Bourbon, 
(Lewis XIV. expe€ting a great fhare in it) great 

recaution had been taken to fecure them. 

hey were conduéted into a bafon through a 
barrow entrance, defended on one fide by a fort, 


and on the other by platforms mounted with | 


cannon. A boom was thrown acrofs the 
mouth of the bafon, within which the French 
fquadron was drawn up. But all thefe obftacles 
were infufficient to difcourage the confederates, 
when animated by the hopes of fo rich a booty. 
The duke of Ormond having landed part of his 
troops, took the caftle: the boom was broken 
by the fleet ; and the French admiral, convinced 
that all farther refiftance would be vain, fet fire 
to his thips. The galleons followed the def- 
perate example; but the Englifh and Dutch 


#* Lewis XIV. who combined with the moft infatiable 
and bloody ambition, a ftrange mixture of piety and refig- 
nation, in 2 confolatory letter to the queen of Spain, then 
at the head of the government, thus endeavours to confole 
her :—‘‘ Events are in the hands of God, who often draws 
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were prefent to extinguifh the ames. Six thips 
of war were taken, feven funk, and nine con- 
fumed by fire. Of thirteen galleons, nine be- 
came the property of the conquerors, and four 
were deftroyed; and though the greater part of 
the treafure had been landed, and conveyed to 
Lagos, the booty was ftill immenfe, and the con- 
fternation of the houfe of Bourbon exceffive*. 

In a few days after this exploit, fir George 
Rooke was joined by fir Cloudefley Shovel, who 
had been difpatched with a fquadron to in- 
tercept the galleons. This officer was left to 
bring home the prizes, and deftroy the fortifica- 
tions, while Rooke returned to England, where 
he was received amidft the acclamations of the 
people, his fuccefs at Vigo having filenced 
the clamours refpeCting the mifcarriage before 
Cadiz. 

The Englith were lefs fuccefsful in America 
than in Europe. Admiral Benbow had been de- 
tached to the Weft Indies with a fquadron of 
ten fail, in purfuit of Du Caffe, who, with a fleet 
of an equal number, was convoying the Spanith 
duke of Albuquerque to his government of 
Mexico. On the nineteenth of Auguft, he came 
up with the enemy near St. Martha, and an en- 
gagement inftantly enfued, in which he was 
bafely deferted by feveral of his captains. The 
battle, however, continued till night, and he re- 
folved to renew it the following morning, when 
he perceived all his fhips were at the diftance of 
three or four miles aftern, except the Ruby, 
commanded by captain George Walton, who 
joined him in plying the enemy with his chace- 

uns. 
. For the fpace of four days he maintained 
the fight againft the whole French fquadron, 
though affifted only by the Ruby and the Fal- 
mouth. Four of his captains, indeed, obfery- 
ing a feventy-gun fhip of the enemy lying 
like a wreck on the water, to which condition 
fhe had been reduced by the admiral, came up 
with her, gave her their broadfides, and then ran 
to leeward, without regarding the fignal for 
battle. On the moming of the fourth day, the 


“ good out of what we confider as our greateft misfortunes. 
« If it is pofible to prevent the bad effettsof that difafter 
** which has happened, your majefty has prevented them.” 
Adem, de Noailles,tom, 1, Burnet, a Hib. . 
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adiniral’s leg* was fhattered by a chain-fhot; 
but, notwithftanding this accident, he remained 
on the quarter-deck, in a cradle, and continued 
the fight til darknefs terminated the combat.—— 
On the fifth, he called a council of his captains, 
ard expoftulated with them on their conduét. 
‘They alledged, that the French were extremely 
frong, and advifed him not to perfevere. He 
now perceived he was betrayed, and, with the 
utmott relu€lance, returned to Jamaica, after 
having loft a leg, received a large wound in his 
face, and another in his arm, in the a& of board- 
ing the French admiral. 

Enraged at the treachery of his captains, he 
iffued a commiffion to rear-admiral Whetftone, 
and other officers, to hold a court-martial, and 
bring them to trial for their cowardice. Hudfon, 
of the Pendennis, died before his trial. Kirkby, 
of the Defiance, and Wade, of the Greenwich, 
were convidied and fentenced to be fhot. Con- 
ftable, of the Windfor, was cafhiered and impri- 
fxned. Vincent, of the Falmouth, and Fogg, 
the admiral’s own captain, were convicted of 
having figned an engagement not to fight upon 
the prefent occafion; but, as they had behaved 
gallantly in the a€tion, the court infli@ed upon 
themno other punifhment than that ofa fufpention. 
Wade and Kirkby, being fent home in the Brif- 
tol, were, on their arrival at Plymouth, thot on 
board the fhip, purfuant to a warrant for their 
immediate execution, which had remained there 
for fome time. Benbow himfelf was fo ex- 
tremely affected by this mifcarriage, that he be- 
came melancholy, and his grief co-operating 
with the fever occafioned by his wounds, put a 
period to his life. 

Thus, by the treachery of a few defpicable indi- 
viduals, who, probably, owed their advancement 
to intereft without any perfonal merit, was Eng- 
land deprived of one of the braveft fea-officers that 


* When one of the lieutenants expreffed his concern for 
the lof- of the admiral’s leg, ‘* 1 am forry for it too,” re- 
plied the goliant Benbow; “but 1 would rather have loft 
#* them butn, than have feen this difonour brought on the 
 Englith nativp, But, if another fhot fhould take me of, 
¢ behave uke b'ave men, and fight it out.” When Du 
Cafle arr.veo at Carthagena, he wrote a letter to Benbow 
i6 the following eed: . 

*- Sir, Thad i tthe hope on Monday laft but to have fu 
* ned sn yourcabin; but it pleafed God to order it other- 
wife. Jamthanklulforit. As for thofe cowardly cap- 
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ever fhe produced. Ina letter to his wife, after 
the engagement, he affured her, “ that- the lofs 
“ of his leg gave him infinitely lefs concern than 
the villainous treachery of his captains, which 
‘* had hindered him from totally deftroying the 
© French. fquadron.” 

During thefe tranfaftions, the queen was em- 
ployed in fecuring the affettions of her fubje€ts. 
She made a progrefs to Oxford, Bath, and Brif- 
tol, where fhe was received with every token of 
efteem and regard. Though the parliament 
ought regularly to have fat fix months after the: 
king’s demife, the queen diffolved it by procla- 
mation; and iffued writs for ele€ting another; 
which was appointed to meet on the twentieth 
of Auguft. The parliament meeting at the 
time appointed, chofe Mr. Robert Harley their 
{peaker, and it was then prorogued to the twen- 
tieth of Odiober. Re-affembling at that time, 
the queen, in her fpeech to both houfes, ob- 
ferved, that fhe had called them together to affift 
her in carrying on the juft and neceflary war in 
which the nation was engaged. Among other 
particulars, fhe obferved, that the funds efta- 
blifhed in the Jaft parliament, had not produced 
the fums propofed, and that the deficiency was 
notfupplied, even by the additional hundred thou- 
fand pounds which fhe advanced from her own 
revenue, for the public fervice: that fhe was fully 
convinced, that the affection of her fubjects was 
the fureft pledge of their duty and obedience: 
that fhe was refolved to maintain the church as 
by law eftablifhed, and proteét her fubjeéts tn the 
full enjoyment of their rights and privileges. 

The ftrength of the Tories was very confpr- 
cuous in determining the controverted eleétions ; 
which was decided in favour of their own party, 
with fuch a glaring partiality, that, had they not 
been loft to all fenfe of fhame, they muft cer- 
tainly have bluthed for their fuccelst. 

While 


“ tains who deferted you, hang them up; for, by God, 
* they deferve it. Your’s, * Du Casse.” 

+ The borough of Hindon had received a contiderable 
fura from the gentleman they had chofen. , Q£ this they 
were now accufed in the houfe of commons; and the 
proofs were fo full and fatisfaGiory, that abill was introduced 
for disfranchifing the town. The perfon, however, who 
adminiftered the corruption wasa Tory; and that circum- 
ftance rendered him innocent. ‘Thus a borough was voted 
to lofe its right of election for receiving a bribe; while the 
perfon who gave that bribe, was not unily fuffered to ef-ape 

of 
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While the Tories affumed great liberties to 
themfelves, they would not permit among their 
enemies, the moft innocent freedoms. The bi- 
fhop of Worcefter and his fon, Mr. Lloyd, fuf- 

icious of the principles of fir John Packington, 
fad endeavoured, merely by {peaking their fenti- 
ments without malice or prejudice, to prevent his 
ele€tion-in that county. Complaint of this being 
made to the houfe, they immediately refolved, 


that the proceedings of William, lord bithop of 


‘Worcefter and his fon, had been malicious, un- 
chriftian and arbitrary, in high violation of the 
liberties and privileges of the commons of Eng- 
Jand., They even voted an addrefs to the queen, 
defiring her to remove that prelate from the of- 
fice of Jord almoner; and they ordered the attor- 
ney-general to profecute the fon, after his privilege 
as member.of the convocation fhould be expired, 

The lords, alarmed at thefe furious proceed- 
ings of the commons, prefented a counter ad- 
drefs to her majefty, befeeching her not to re- 
move the bifhop of Worcefter from his place of 
lord almoner, till he fhould be found guilty of 
fome offence by due courfe of law. The queen’s 
anfwer plainly difcovered her attachment to the 
Tories. She declared, that fhe had not yet re- 
ceived any complaint againft the bifhop of Wor- 
cefter; but that fhe thought fhe was perfectly 
competent to continue or difmifs any fervant at- 
tending upon her perfon, whenever fhe fhould 
think proper. The lords, difpleafed at this reply, 
unanimoufly refolved, that no lord of their houfe 
ought to fuffer any fort of punifhment by any 
proceeding of the houfe of commons, otherwife 
than according to the known and ancient rules 
and methods of parliament. 

Regardlefs of this refolution, the queen was 
determined to gratify her favourite partv. When 
the commons, preceded by fir Edward Seymour, 
prefented their addrefs for the removal of the 
bifhop, fhe faid, fhe was forry there was any oc- 
cafion for that addrefs againft the bifhop of Wor- 
cefter; .and that he fhould no longer continue to 


with impunity, but was.even honoured with a feat in the 
{upreme council of the nufion. i 

* Ormond, however, though in fome meafure pacified 
by this appointment, continued to complain to the houfeof 
peers; and a committee was appointed to enquire into the 
matter. Rooke himfelf,.with the other admiral. and land 
officers, was fummoned before the commitjec, and examm- 
edonthe fubject. Thecommittee, however, were fo little 
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fupply the place of her almoner. After fuch un- 
ufual marks of indulgence from the throne, the 
commons could not be fo ungrateful as to refufe 
the demands of the miniftry, with which they 
now readily complied. they voted forty thou- 


| fand feamen, and the fame number of land forces, 


to aét in conjunétion with thofe of the allies; and 
fifty one thoufand eight hundred and forty-three 
pounds for fubfidies to the allies. 

Lord Shannon arriving with official intelli- 
gence of the fuccefs at Vigo, the queen ap- 
pointed a day of public thankfgiving for the 
fignal fuccefs of her arms under the earl of Marl- 
borough, the duke of Ormond, and fir George 
Rooke; and on that day, which was the twelfth 
of November, fhe went in ftate to St. Paul’s 
church, attended by both houfes of parliament. 
On the following day the peers prefented the 
thanks of their houfe to the duke of Ormond, 
for his fervices at Vigo; and at the fame time 
prepared an addrefs to the queen, defiring the 
would caufe the duke of Ormond and fir George 
Rooke to lay before them an account of their 
proceedings: a requeft with which her majefty 
complied. Thefe two officers aJfo receive the 
thanks of the houfe of commons; and vice admiral 
Hopfon was not only knighted, but gratified 
with an annual penfion of five hundred pounds, 
together with areverfion of three hundred-a-year 
for his wife. 

The duke of Ormond, on his return from the 
expedition, complained of Rooke’s conduét,’ 
and expreffed a refolution of fubjecting him to a 
public trial, but that officer was fo great a fa- 
vourite with the commons, and confequently 
with are court, that means were contrived to 
ward off an impeachment. To appeafe the 
duke of Ormond, he was honoured with the 
lord lieutenancy of Ireland; and Rooke, to fig- 
nify an approbation af his conduct, was ad- 
mitted into the privy council*. 

The next affair which came under their con- 
fideration, was ofa nature {till more delicate, and 


fatisfied with Rooke’s defence, that they drew up:an unfa- 
vourable report, and laid it before the houfe: but 1t was 
rejected by a confiderable majority; and a vote pailed, in 
Rooke’s favour importing, that he had done his duty, pure 
fuant to the councils of war, like a brave officer tu the ho- 
nour of the Britifh nation. It was obferved by fome, that 
if Rooke had erred in the mifcarriage hi fore Cadiz, he had 
{ufficiently atoned for that fault, by his fuccefs at Vigo. 


attended 
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attended with more animated debates. The 
prince of Denmark was confiderably older 
than the queen, and fo much affiéted with an 
afthma, that it was generally imagined he could 
not furvive her: but her majefty thought it her 
duty, as an affeCtionate wite, to provide againft 
all contingencies; fhe therefore fent a meffage 
to the lower houfe, recommending fome further 
provifion for her hufband, if he fhould happen 
to furvive her. 

This meffage being confidered, Mr. How 
moved, that the annual fum of one hundred 
thoufand pounds fhould be fettled on the prince, 
in cafe of that event. No oppofition was made 
to the propofal; but warm debates arofe upon a 
claufe in the bill, exempting the prince from 
that part of the att of fucceffion, by which 
ftrangers, though naturalized, were declared in- 
capable of -holding employments. But, as the 
queen interefted herfelf in the bufinefs with fome 
warmth, the bill, with the additional claufe, 
from which the commons refufed to recede, was 
at laft carried through both houfes, though not 
without a formal proteft by thirty-four. 

The earl of Marlborough returning to Eng- 
land on the twenty-eighth of November, receiv- 
ed the thanks of the commons for the fignal fer- 
vices which he had performed to the nation.— 
The queen was fo well pleafed with his condu&, 
that the created him a duke, indulged him with 
a penfion of five thoufand pounds upes the re- 
venue of the poft office, during his life; and dif- 
patched a me‘lage to the commons, requefting 
they would adopt fome method of fettling it upon 

- the heirs male of his body. m 

This meffage occafioned a warm debate, in the 
courfe of which fir Chriftopher Mufgrave ob- 
ferved, that he would not derogate from the 
duke’s eminent fervices, but that, in his opinion, 
his grace was very amply paid for them by the 
profitable employments which he and his duchefs 
enjoyed. The duke, hearing that the commons 
were averfe to the propofal, entreated her ma- 
jefly rather to forego her gracious meffage on his 
behalf, than create aiiiohties which might em- 
barrafs her affairs, or be difadvantageous to the 
public. The queen, therefore, difpatched an- 
other meffage to the houfe, importing, that the 
a of Marlborough had declined her interpo- 
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The Tories, not fatisfied with the various 
triumphs which they had obtained over the 
Whigs, were refolved to render their vittory 
more manifeft; and, under the pretence of reli- 
gion, they thought proper to conceal a political 
project. They knew that a confiderable part of 
the Whig intereft was poffeffed by the diffenters, 
and they fuppofed that if they could once ex- 
clude the latter from offices of truft and magi- 
ftracies of corporations, they fhould for ever fe- 
cure to their own party the ele¢tions of all fu- 
ture parliaments, and .confequently the whole 
management of the civil adminiftration. 

After long debates in both houfes, and free 
conferences between the lords and commons, in 
which the lords adhered to fome amendmenis 
which they had propofed; and the commons 
perfifted in rejeGting them ; the bill .mifcarried, 
and both parties publifhed their proceedings, as 
a vindication of their conduét. : 

The Tories, under the pretence of public {pi- 
rit, harboured a moft rancorous averfion to the 
memory of the late king, and greedily embraced 
every opportunity of vilifying and difgracing it. 
They had invidioufly circulated a report, that, dur- 
ing the whole courfe of his reign, the publicmoney 
had been grofsly mifmanaged and embezzled ; 
that large fums had been lavifhed on undeferving 
favourites, and in corrupting members of parlia- 
ment; and that feveral millions had even been 
tranfported to Holland for his majefty’s private 
ufe. The better to fupport the clamour they 
had raifed, they appointed 2 committee to en- 
quire into the particulars; but great was their 
mortification when they difcovered that the 
charge was groundlefs. In order, however, to 
give their inveftigation fome countenance, they 
expelled from the houfe lord Ranelagh, pay- 
mafter-general to the army, on pretence of his 
having mifapplied the public money: though 
they could not fix upon a fingle article in which 
he had been fraudulent or negligent. They alfo 

refented an addrefs to her majefty, in which 
they attributed the national debt to the mifma- 
nagement of the funds; complained that the 
eftablifhed methods of the exchequer had been 
altered; and that many atts of partiality and in- 
juttice had been committed by the commiffioners 
of the prizes,, At the fame time, they refolved, 
that Chasles Jord Hallifax, auditor otis receipe 
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of the exchequer, had neglected his duty, and | 


committed a breach of truft; and they even en- 
treated the queen to order the attorney-general 
to profecute him for thefe offences; a requeft 
with which fhe promifed to comply. 

The lords, alarmed at the proceedings of the 
commons, which were equally unjuft and ungene- 
rous, direéted a ftri€&t examination to be made in- 
to the public accounts; and from a careful {cru- 
tiny it appeared, that every allegation advanced 
by the lower houfe, was erroneous; that the na- 
tional debt was not imputable to the mifma- 
nagement of the minifters, but to the deficiencv 
of the funds which the commons had eftablithed, 
and to the large fums which they had voted 
without creating any fund: that the late king, 
fo far trom mifapplying any of the public mo- 
ney, had aétually advanced three millions of his 
own property in the fervice of the nation: and 
that any alterations which had been made in the 
methods of conduéting bufinefs in the exche- 
quer, had been attended with no ill confe- 
quences, they reprefented thefe fa€ts in an ad- 
drefs to her majefty, and caufed them to be pub- 
lithed for the fatisfaétion of the public; and they 
farther refolved, that Charles lord Halifax had 
faithfully executed the duty of his office, and 
had not been guilty of any negle€t or breach of 
truft. 

The commons, detetted in their perfidious 
defigns, expreffed the utmoft indignation. They 
exclaimed againft the condut of the lords with 
all the virulence of difappointed malice. They 
affirmed, that no cognizance, which the peers 
could take of public accounts, would enable 
them to fupply any deficiency, or appropriate 
any furplufage of the public money: that they 
could neither acquit or condemn any perfon, 
upon an enquiry arifing originally in their own 
bhoufe; and that their attempt to acquit Charles 
lord Hallifax was unprecedented and unparlia- 
mentary. 

The lords replied, that they were poffeffed of 
an abfolute tight, which they would never re- 
fign, to take cognizance originally of all public 
accounts, and to enquire into the mifapplication 
or mifmanagement of any public money: that, 
in the affair of lord Hallifax, they had proceeded 
according to the rules of juttice: that their re- 
folutior with regard to that nobleman did not 
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amount to any judgment or acquittal; but, that 
finding a vote of the commons reflecting upon a 
member of their houfe, they thoug|.t proper to 
give their opinion in their legiflative authority. 
The commons, however, would liften to no ar- 
guments: they denied every affertion of the lords 
with equal violence and injuftice; and the dif- 
pute between the two houfes was advancing to 
a dangerous height, when the queen interrupted 
the quarrel by putting an end to the feffion on 
the twenty-feventh of February *. 

Though the lords had been able to defeat the 
pernicious defigns of the commons, yet the par- 
ties in the upper houfe were fo nearly equal, that 
moft of the points had been carricd by only a 
fingle voice. In order, therefore, to procure a 
majority in both houfes, the queen elevated four 
of the moft violent Tories to the peerage. Thefe 
were John Granville, created baron Granville ; 
Heneage Finch, baron Guernfey ; fir John Le- 
vifon Gower, baron Gower; and Francis Sey- 
mour Conway, younger fon of fir Edward Sey- 
mour, baron of Ragley. To fave appearances, 
however, John Harvey, of the oppofite party, 
was created baron of Ickworth; though this fa- 
vour was obtained by the powerful interceffion of 
the duchefs of Marlborough. At the fame time 
the marquis of Normanby was created duke of 
Normanby, and afterwards honoured with an ad- 
ditional title of duke of Buckingham hire. 

During thefe tranfactions the attention of the 
miniftry was principally engaged by the affairs 
of the continent. The emperor agreed with the 
allies, that his fon the archduke Charles, fhould 
afflume the title of King of Spain, demand 
the infanta of Portugal in matriage, and under- 
take fome enterprize of importance, in conjunc- 
tion with the maritime powers. He had alfo 
promifed to fend fuch an army into the field, as 
would fpeedily be able to expel the elector of 
Bavaria from his dominions. But he was fo di- 
latory in his preparations that the French king 
difconcerted his meafures, by fending powerful 
reinforcements to the ele€tor in whofe ability 
and attachment he repofed the moft perfeét con- 
fidence. 

Marefchal Villars paffed the Rhine withan army 
of thirty thoufand men, and attacked fort Kehl. 
the garrifon of which was oliged to furrender. 
The emperor, alarmed at this event, ordered 

XY count 
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count Schlick to enter Bavaria, on the fide of 
Saltzburgh, with one army, and count Stirum, 
on the fide of Newmark, with another. Both 
thefe generals were for fome time fuccefsful. 
Schlick defeated a body of militia which guard- 
ed the lines of Saltzburgh, and made himfelf 
mafter of Riedt, and feveral other places, Sti- 
rum reduced Newmark, and foon after Amberg. 
The ele&tor, affembling his forces near Brenau, 
diffufed a report, that he intended to befiege 
Paffau; and Schlick, fenfible of the importance 
of that place, advanced to its relief. The ele&or 
having, by this feint, divided the Imperialifts, 
pafled the bridge of Scardigen, with twelve 
thoufand men, and after an obftinate engage- 
ment, compelled the Imperialifts to abandon the 
field of battle: he then marched againft the ca- 
valry, which guarded the artillery, and attacked 
them fo furioufly, that they were foon defeated, 
Some time after he took Newburg on the Inn, the 
garrifon of which was conducted to Paflau. He 
obtained another advantage over an advanced 
pott of the Imperialifts, commanded by the 
young prince of’ Brandenburgh-Anfpach, who 
was mortally wounded in the aétion. 
Encouraged by thefe rapid fucceffes, he ad- 
vanced to Ratifbon, where the diet of the em- 
pire was allembled, and demanded immediate 
poffeffion of the bridge, and one of the gates of 
the city. The burghers thought proper to ca- 
pitulate, and agree to his demands. He entered 
the town on the eighth of April, and figned an 
inftrument, obliging himfelf to withdraw his 
forces, as foon as the emperor fhould ratify the 
diet’s refolution for the neutrality of Ratifbon. 
Marefchal Villars, having received orders to 
join the ele€tor at all events, and being rein- 
forced by a body of troops under count Tallard, 
refolved to break through the lines which the 
prince of Baden had formed at Stolhoffen. The 
rince had, by this time, been joined by eight 
utch regiments, and received the enemy, 
though double his number, with fuch aftonith- 
ing bravery, that Villars was obliged to retreat 
with much Jofs, and dire€ted his march towards 
Offingen. But he proceeded through the Black 
Foreft, which was deemed impaffable, and ef- 
feted a junétion with the eleCor. 
The allies fucceeded better on the Lower 
Rhine, and in Flanders. The duke of Mazl- 


borough’s departure had been delayed for fome 
time, by the lofs of his only fon, the marquis of 
Blandford, who died of the fmall-pox in the be- 

inning of the year. That nobleman croffed the 
ea about the middle of April; and, affembling 
the allied army, refolved to open the campaign 
with the fiege of Bonne, which was accordingly 
invefted on the twenty-fourth of the fame month, 

The place was attacked in three different 
quarters. The garrifon made a brave and vigo- 
rous defence, and continued to hold out till the 
fourteenth of May, when the fort, having been 
taken by affault, and the breaches pra€ticable, 
the marquis d’Alegre, the governor, ordered a 
parley to be beat; hoftages were immediately 
exchanged ; on the fixteenth the capitulation was 
figned; and in three days the garrifon marched 
out, and were immediately conduéted to Lux- 
emburgh. Immediately after the furrender of 
Bonne, the duke of Marlborough, who had 
been prefent at the fiege, returned to the allied 
army in the Netherlands, now amounting to one 
hundred and thirty {quadrons, and fifty-ninebat- 
talions. He inftantly began his march towards 
Liege, as well to cover that place, as to force 
the enemy from their camp at Tongeren. On 
the twenty-fifth of May he paffed the Jecker, 
meaning to attack them in their intrenchments; 
but, inftead of waiting his approach, they a- 
bandoned Tongeren, and retreated to Boek- 
wern. 

The duke continued to purfue them to Thys, 
where he encamped, while they withdrew to 
Hannuye, retiring as he advanced. Finding it 
impoffible to bring them to an engagement, he 
refolved to force their lines; and this fervice was 
effectually performed by Cochorn, at the point of 
Catlo, and by baron Spaar in the county of 
Waes, near Steken. General Opdam, who was 
to have made an attempt on the fide of Ant- 
werp, was not equally fuccefsful. He was fur- 

rized at the village of Eckeren by marefchal 
Bouter with a fuperior army, and fled preci- 
pitately to Breda. But the troops rallying un- 
der general Slangenburg, maintained their ground 
with incredible valour, and the enemy were 
obliged to retire with the lofs of three thoufand 
men. Lewis, however, with his ufual policy or 
vanity, caufed Te Deum to be fung for the vic- 
tory, but, as a more convincing proof of his real 
fentiments, 
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fentiments, he difmiffed Boufflers from his fer- 
vice. 

Opdam prefented an apology for his conduét 
to the ftates-general; but, by this overfight, he 
forfeited the fruits of a long fervice, during 
which he had given repeated proofs of courage, 
conduét, and fidelity. The States honoured 
Slangenburg with a letter of thanks for his valour 
and conduct in this engagement; but, a mifunder- 
ftanding having arifen between him and the 
duke of Marlborough, he was foon after de- 
prived of his employment. 

Villeroy, who now lay encamped near St. 
Job, declared he would wait for the duke of 
Marlborough, who immediately advanced to 
Hoogftrant, in order to give him battle; but, at 
his approach, the French general fet fire to his 
camp, and retired within his lines. The duke, 
difappointed in this quarter, invefted Huy, the 

arrifon of which furrendered themfelves pri- 
tah of war, after a fiege of three days. He 
then recommenced the fiege of Limburg, which 
was according]: invefted; when in two days the 
place fubmitted, and the garrifon, containing one 
thoufand four hundred men, were made pri- 
foners of war. By this conqueft, the allies {e- 
cuted the country of Liege, and the eleétorate of 
Cologne from the incurfions of the enemy; and, 
before the end of the year, they made themfelves 
matters of the whole Spanifh Guelderland; by 
the reduction of Guelders, which furrendered 
on the feventeenth of September. 

Nothing of importance was attempted in Italy. 
The Imperialifts were fo ill fupplied by the 
court of Vienna, that they could only pretend 
to act on the defenfive. 

The eleétor of Bavaria, having rejoined Villars, 
refolved to attack count Stirum, whom prince 
Lewis of Baden had detached from his army. 
The better to execute this purpofe, they dif- 
patched intelligence to the marquis d’Uffon, 
whom they had left in the camp at Lavingen, to 
om his intrenchments at a certain fignal, and 
all upon the Imperialifts in the rear, while they 
fhould charge them in front and flank. This 
precaution béing taken, they paffed the Danube 


* An eminent military critic attributes the fuccefs of 
Tallard in this battle, toa miftake, That general, being 
near-fighted, trufted to the eyes of M. de Vaillac, who, 
mifconitruing a motion made by one of the wings of the 


at Donawert, and difcharged fix guns, which 
were anfwered by two from the marquis, Sti- 
rum no fooner perceived the fignal, than he 
gueffed the intention of the enemy, and inftantly 
refolved to attack D’Uffon, before the ele€tor 
and the marefchal fhould advance. He accord- 
ingly charged him at the head of fome feleét 
fquadrons, with fuch fury, that the French ca- 
valry was totally routed; and all their infantry 
would have been killed or taken, had not the 
eleCtor and Villars arrived in time to give a turn 
to the fate of the day. The battle, however, 
was maintained from fix in the morning till four 
in the afternoon, when Stirum being over- 
powered by numbers, was compelled to retreat 
to Norlingen, with the lofs of twelve thoufand 
men, and all his baggage and artillery. 

In the mean time, the duke of Burgundy, af- 
fifted by Tallard, undertook the fiege of Old Brifac, 
with a formidable train of artillery. In fourteen 
days the governor furrendered, and was fentenc- 
ed to lofe his head for having made fo feeble a 
defence. The duke of Burgundy returned to 
Verfailles, and Tallard was erdered to inveft 
Tandau. The allies, fenfible of the great im- 
portance of that place, detached the hereditary 
prince of Heffe Caffel, to attempt the raifing af 
the fiege. The prince, having joined the count 
of Naffau Weilburg, general of the Palatine 
forces near Spires, refolved to attack the French 
in their lines. Butat this critical moment, Tal- 
lard had been reinforced by a body of ten thou- 
fand men, under monfieur Pracontal, which en- 
abled him to defeat the defigns of the confede- 
rates. He fuddenly quitted his lines, and fur- 
prifed them at Spireback, where he obtained a 
complete victory, after a very fanguinary and 
obftinate engagement, in which the prince of 
Heffe behaved with wonderful intrepidity. Three 
horfes were fucceffively killed under him, and 
he flew a French officer with his own hand.— 
After incredible efforts, he was obliged to re- 
treat, with the lofs of fome thoufands. The 
French paid extravagantly for their victory, Pra- 
contal, and feveral other officers of diftinGtion, 
being flain in the attion*. Neverthelefs they 


enemy, as it indicated a defire of avoiding a conflid, ad- 
vifed the marefchal to order an inftantaneous attack of that 
divifion; an affault which is faid to have decided the fortune 
ofthe day. Mémoires du Marquis de Penquieres, ch. 31, 
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refumed the fiege of Landau, which at laft ca- 
pitulated upon the fame terms that had former- 
Iv been granted to the French governor. The 
campaign in Germany was finifhed with the re- 
duction of Augfburgh, by the elector of Bavaria, 


who permitted the garrifon to march out with | 
the honours of war, and conducted them fafe to | 


Norlingen. 

The naval operations of this fummer were ill 
concerted, and worfe executed. Sir George 
Rooke was appointed to cruize in the channel, 
to alarm the coait of France, and to proteét the 
trade of England. He remained a long time in 
port, on pretence of dlnefs; but Churchill being 
jent to take the command in his ficad. he 
thought proper to put to fea: though, from the 
choice of his ftations, he feemed rather to have 
intended to avoid the enemy, than to engage 
them. 

In the month of March, vice-admiral Gray- 
Cun, a man of a favage difpolition, and difloyal 
principles, was fent to the Weft Indies with a 
confiderable {quadron to attack the ifland of 
Piacentia, and expel the French from the New- 
foundland fifhery. In his paffage he fell in with 
monfieur Du Caffe, who was returning from 
Cathagena, with four fhips extremely foul, and 
having treafure on board amounting to four 
millions of pieces of eight. Captain Cleland, of 
the Montague, engaged the fternmoft: but he 
was Called off by a fignal from the admiral, who 
declared, that he had orders to proceed dire€tly 
in his voyage, and not to lofe any time by chaf- 
ing or {peaking with any fhips that fhould ap- 
pear. The nation vociferated thcir complaints 
againft {uch a compiicatior of treachery and mif- 
condu€t. The admir: its. indced, acknowledged, 
that they had given fuch orders to the admiral: 
but Graydon couid by no means be juftified. 
The orders, to call them no worfe, were ce1- 
tainly extremely imprudent: but admirals had 


* Graydon did not behave with more prudence or fide- 
lity when he came to the Weft Indies. He acted as if he 
had bec: fent to terrif y, rather than proteét the inhabitants, 
Having at length aflembled the forces that were in the 
plantatryn, he proceeded to the attack of Placentia; but 
the miniltry had Leen {o unwary in their conduct, that the 
defign wa. univerfally known before the departure of the 
fleet; and the enemy had found time to put themfelvesin a 
poflure of defence. The attempt was, therciore, judged ime 
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never thought themfelves fo ftrifily limited by 
their private inftrutions, but they might affume 
a difcretionary power, when any unforefeen op- 
portunity prefented itfelf of gaining a confider- 
able advantage *, 

The next enterprize was entrufted to the care 
of a man of unqueftionable courage and fidelity ; 
but, through the treachery, ignorance, or inca- 
pacity of the minifters, proved equally unfuc- 
celsful, After Rooke’s ineffe€tual cruize, a re- 
folution was formed to fend a flrong fquadron 
into the Mediteranean; but the fcheme was 
fo ill planned, that no advantage could reafon- 
ably be expected from it. The fleet was not 
ready to fail till the beginning of July, and was 
ordered to leave the Streights by the end of Sep- 
tember. Sir Cloudefley Shovel, who was ap- 
pointed to the command, on the perufal of his 
inftructions, repiefented the impothibility of per- 
forming anv fervice to the public by fuch an ex- 
pedition. Ile was commanded, however, to 
purfue his orders; and he thought proper to 
comply. 

On the firft of July, the admiral failed from 
St. Helen’s, with the combined fquadrons of 
England and Holland, amounting to fittv-two 
fhips of war, a force abundantly fufficient to 
have accomplifhed an enterprize of the utmott 
importance, had any regular plan becn fornied, 
Nothing of this nature however appears to 
have been intended. The admiral, indeed, 
landed on the coaft of Spain, though he feems 
only to have been led thither to procure a fupply 
of water. Neverthelefs he took this opportunity 
to publifh a manifi (to, importing, that he was 
not come to annoy, but to pruteét the good fub- 
jects of Spain, vho fhould fwear allegiance to 
their lawtul fovercign the archduke Charle : and 
endeavour to fhake off the yoke of Trance — 
What etfe&t this declaration produced, the ad- 
miral could not wait to be informed of, having 


practicable; and Gray don returned to Lngland; where the 
queen, to proteét her miniftry, and fatisty the nation, was 
obliged to difmifs him from her fervice. The houle of lords 
vufled a vote of cenfure upon vice admiral Graydon, for 
waving difhonoured the nation by fuftcring Du Calle to cf- 
cape without an engagement, for hi illegal and oppreflive 
condudt at Jamaica, for his general mifbehavivar m his ex- 
pedition, and for his neghgence and delinquency, ‘they 
requefted her majefty nv longer to employ him. 


' too 
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too little time to execute the principal, or rather 
the only purpofe of the expedition. 

Some abortive expeditions followed; foon af- 
ter which the navy fuftained an incalculable in- 
jury from the dreadful tempeft which began to 
blow on the twenty-feventh of November, at- 
tended with fuch flafhes of kehtning and peals 
of thunder, as to alarm the whole kingdom. 
The houfes in London fhook from their founda- 
tions, and fome of them falling, buricd the in- 
habitants in their ruins. The water inundated 
feveral flreets, and rofe to a confiderable height 
in Weftminfter-hall. London-bridge was almoft 
choaked up by the wrecks of veffels that perifhed 
in the river. 

The lofs fuftained by the capital alone, was efti- 
mated at about a million; and the city of Briftol 
fuffered to the amount of two hundred thoufand 
pounds: but the principal damage fell on the 
navy. Fourteen fhips of war were loft, toge- 
ther with fifteen hundred feamen, including rear- 
admiral Beaumont, who kad juft returned from 
obferving the Dunkirk fquadron, and was then 
riding at anchor in the Downs, where his fhip 
foundered *. 

In compliance with the treaty concluded at 
Lifbon, the new king of Spain fet out from 
Vienna for Holland, and at Duffeldorp was 
vilited by the duke of Marlborough, who, in 
the name of his mifirefs, congratulated him on 
his acceflion to the crown of Spain. Charles 
received him courteoufly and refpedtfully— 
Hearing of his approach, he decorated himfelf 
with an elegant new {word, and, in the courfe 
of their converfation, taking it from his fide, he 
gracioufly prefented it to the duke, faying, in the 
French language, “ 1 am not afhamed to own 
“ myfelfa poor prince: I poffefs nothing but 
“ my cloak and fword: the latter may be of 
“ fervice to your grace: and I hope you will 
“ not think it the worfe for my having worn it 
* one day.” “On the contrary,” replied the 
duke, “it will always remind me of your ma- 
“ jefty’s juft right and title, and of the obliga- 


* But it was obferved, that the force of the tempeft did 
not extend beyond the Trent to the northward, or the 
Loire (in France) to the fouthward. Few lives were lott 
by land; but among the number, the public particularly 
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“ tions I Jie under to hazard my life in making 
“ you the greateft prince in Chriftendom.” 

The duke, having finithed the campaign in 
Flanders, returned to England on the thirtieth 
of O&tober; and king Charles embarking for 
the fame kingdom, under convoy of an Englith 
and Dutch fquadron, arrived at Portfmouth on 
the twenty-fifth of December. There he was 
received by the dukes of Somerfet and Marl- 
borough, who had been difpatched to conduét 
him to Windfor; and on the road thither, he 
was met by prince George of Denmark. The 
queen’s deportment towards him was equally 
noble and obliging; and he expreffed the moft 
profound refpeét and veneration for her maiefty, 
He fpoke but little; but his converfation was 
judicious; and though fo remarkably grave 
that he never once fmiled, he difplayed fuch af- 
fability and politenefs as to render himfelf per- 
fe@tly agreeable to the Englifh nobility. After 
having been funptuoufly entertained for three 
days, he returned to Portfmouth, from whence, 
on the fourth of January, he fet fail for Portu- 
gal, 

Tie fleet was commanded by fir George 
Rooke, and had on board a body of land forces 
under the duke of Schomberg. 

Such was the ftate of affairs in Europe, when 
the parliament met in the month of October. 
The queen, in her fpeech to both houfes, faid, 
that fhe hoped fhe had juftified the confidence 
repofed in her, to the fatisfaction of her people, 
and the benefit of her allies, as well by the treaty 
concluded with Portugal, as by the declaration of 
the duke of Savoy; and that fhe trufted the com- 
mons would cheerfully enable her to make good 
her engagements with both thefe powers.— 
Among other particulars, her majefty exprefied 
a defire that they would contrive fome effectual 
means for lowering the price of coals, which, 
notwithftanding the care fhe had taken to ap- 
point convoys for the fervice, had rifen to fuch 
an immoderate height, as to become a deplora- 
ble grievance to the lower ranks of focicty; und 


deplored the fate of bifhop Kidder, who washitk J, wal 
his lady, at his palace in Well,, by the fall ofa flak oF 
chimnies, 
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gave juft reafon to /u/ped, that a combination 
vas formed by one fet of men to enrich them- 
felves bv the oppreffion of others*. 

A confpiracy was about this time difcovered f, 
which was far from being regularly matured or 
adjulted. Simon Frafer, a profligate Scot, hav- 
ing applied to the Irench court, m the name of 
his malcontent countrymen, and folicited fuc- 
cours for enabling them to rife in arms againft 
the government, had been difmiffed with affu- 
rances of aid, and defired to procure complete 
intelligence of the number and the preparations 
of the Scottith Jacobites. After his return to 
his native country, he had difclofed the refult 
of the intrigues to the duke of Queenfborough, 
who had encouraged him to endeavour to make 
freth difcoveries. Having vilited many of the 
CifafleCted Scots, he again repaired to France, in 
the profecution of his fcheme; and, in his ab- 
fence, Maclean, and fome other Jacobites who 
had been feized, made a confefficn of the in- 
tentions of the party. Fergufon, who had 
been concerned in feveral plots, and was now a 
friend to the exiled prince, denied that there 
was any confplfacv againft the queen; declaring 
that the adherents of that prince did not wifh 
to hinder her from reigning during her life. 

When the peers had fully enquired into the 
contrivances of the queen’s enemies, they voted 
that a dangerous confpiracy had been carried on 
for raifing a rebellion in Scotland, and invading 
that kingdom with a French force. That no- 
thing had given fo much encouragement to this 
plot, as the non-appointment of the princefs 
Sophia to the eventual poffeffion of the crown 
of that realm; that it was therefore expedient 
to provide for that fettlement, to enable them 
to promote a perfect union between the two 
kingdoms. The commons were fo little in- 
clined to concur with the lords in their opinion 
of the importance of the plot, that thev ex- 

refled a defire that it might fink into oblivion. 
hough the difcoveries of fir John Maclean pro- 


* Hence i' uppears that in the beginning of the eighteenth 
century the coa-dealers were ftrongly ju(pected of unfair 
dealings; but, now we are entered upon the nineteenth 
century, thole nefarious praGtice, r{pecting this black mi- 
nefal, which were onls fu/pected by queen Anne, are made 
manifeft by circumitances as “ firung as proofs of holy 
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cured him a pardon and a penfion, they did not 
produce fufficient grounds for fanguinary feve- 
rity againft any of the aise accufed. Boucher 
and Lindfey, (two of the prifoners on this ot- 
cafion) were, indeed, tried and condemned to 
death, on the general in of correfponding 
with the queen’s enemies; but they were both 
reprieved. The former died in confinement, 
and the latter was exiled after feveral years im- 
prifonment. 

The eleftion of members had long been a 
fubjeét of contention in parliament, and of cla- 
mour and complaint throughout the nation. The 
Whigs andthe Tories had mutually accufed 
each other of the groffeft partiality in this par- 
ticular; and both of them, perhaps, were equally 
guilty. The partiality, however, had rifen to 
a much greater height m this parliament, than 
had ever been obferved at any former period. 
Perfons had been admitted toa feat in the houfe 
of commons, who were not entitled to that dig- 
nity; and others had been excluded, who were 
duly and regularly elected. 

A check, at laft, was given to this growing 
evil by the fpirit and refolution of one man. 
Matthew Athby had always enjoyed the privi- 
lege of voting in the town of Aylefbury; but, 
in the laft ele€tion, he had been deprived of 
that privilege by the conftables, who made the 
return. Provoked at this injuftice, he brought 
an attion againft the corporation of that town, 
at the affizes, and obtained a’verdi&t. But, on 
a review of the cafe in the queen’s-bench, three 
of the judges annulled the decifion. 

The lord chief eae Holt was of a very dif. 
ferent opinion. But his opinion had no effect 
againft that of the three other judges; and the 
order of the queen’s bench was accordingly 
given in favour of the corporation. 

Athby, difappointed in this quarter, availed 
himfelf of a writ of error, and moved the matter 
into the houfe of lords, who gave judgment in‘ 
his favour, The commons, declaring they had 


« writ.” Hardly a term paffes whercin a jury dues not 
folemnly affefs heavy penalties upon feveral defrauders in 
the coal trade; to fay nothing of the ftings of confcienca, 
or the blemifhes which reputation receives upon thote 
humiliating occafinns, : 

+ A. D. 1708. 
the 
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the fole right of determining the legality of an 
eleCtion, and the qualification of an eleétor, 
pronounced Athby guilty of a breach of pri- 
vilege, for having applied to thofe courts which 
had no jurifdi€tion in his cafe. But the peers 
condemned thefe votes as arbitrary and unjuftifi- 
able, deftruétive of the freedom of ele€tions, and 
derogatory to the legal judicature of the realm. 

About this time, her majefty abolifhed the 
tenths and firft fruits, which tended much to 
endear her to her fubje&ts, as this impofition 
diftrefled the poorer clergy. They had been 
firft levied by the Popes, in the time of the holy 
wars; and were allotted asa fund for the fupport 
of the crufades. 

Her majefty, taking this matter into confide- 
ration, fent a meflage to the commons, (on the 
anniverfary of her birth day) importing, that fhe 
had remitted the arrears of the tenths to the 
poor clergy; that fhe would grant her whole 
revenue arifing out of the firft fruits and tenths, 
as far as it fhould become free from incum- 
brances, towards an augmentation of their main- 
tenance: and that if the houfe of commons 
could find any method, by which her falutary 
intentions to the inferior clergy could be ren- 
dered more effeétual, it would be very accep- 
table to her majefty. 

The commons immediately brought in a bill, 
enabling her to alienate this branch of the re- 
venue, and create a corporation by charter, to 
apply it to the ufe for which it was intended. 
After fome debate, the bill was carried by a 
great majority, and was immediately paffed into 
alaw. The queen was pleafed to declare, that 
this meafure was firlt fuggefted to her by bifhop 
Burnet. Such an a€tion in a Tory would have 
entitled him to the character of one of the 
warmeft friends of the church. But Burnet 
was a Whig; he had a confiderable fhare in 
the Revolution; and his principles in church 
government were extremely moderate: thefe 
vices, as the-Tories pronounced them, were fuf- 
ficient to diminifh, if not to cancel, the merit 
of his good-works, As no thanks, therefore, 
were fuppofed to be due, none were voted to 
him. Addreffes of acknowledgment, however, 
were prefented to the queen by all the clergy of 
England for this inftance of her gracious bene- 
ficence. 
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The Tories thought they had fo completely 
engroffed the confidence of their fovereign, that 
they would not fuffer any of the oppofite party’ 
to fhare with them in that diftin@ion. The earl 
of Nottingham had long folicited the queen to 
difmifs the dukes of Somerfet and Devonthire 
from the cabinet-council; or at leaft to defift 
from inviting them any more to that private 
meeting. The queen, though not without {trong 
prejudices, pofleffed a confiderable fhare of com- 
mon fenfe; and, attached as fhe was to the 
Tories, fhe began to perceive, that fhe could not 
exclude the Whigs from her councils, and, at 
the fame time, preferve the affeCtions of her fub- 
jeCts. She therefore deprived the earl of Jerfey 
of the office of lord chamberlain, and fir Edward 
Seymour of that of comptroller, though both 
thefe perfons were of the Tory fa€tion. Not- 
tingham, chagrined at thefe tranfa€tions, carried 
the feals to her majeftv, and refigned them in 
difguft. His office of fecretary of ftate was 
conferred upon Mr. Harley, fpeaker of the houfe 
of commons: the earl of Kent was appointed 
chamberlain, and Henry St. John, fecretary at 
war. The new minittets, fo fat from being more 
zealous than their predeceffors, feem to have 
been lefs diligent and attentive. They entirely 
negle€ted one captain Lacan, and a young Trith 
gentleman, both of whom had made confider- 
able difeoveries: and they even ordered them 
out of the kingdom, perhaps with a view of 
preventing their expofure of the little regard 
which had been fhewn them by the miniftry, 
The queen herfelf did not efcape fufpicion on 
this occafion. 

The emperor’s affairs were now in a moft de- 
plorable fituation. The eleétor of Bavaria was 
mafter of the Danube as far.as Paffau: the mal- 
contents in Hungary had rendered themfelves 
formidable by their fuccefs: Vienna was threat- 
ened with a fiege on both ftdes; and, had the 
Hungarians and Bavarians a€ted in concert, it 
muft infallibly have been taken. In this la- 
mentable fituation, the emperor implored the 
afliftance of her Britannic majetty; and the duke 
of Marlborough teprefented the neceflity of 
effecting his relief. This nobleman, about 
the middle of January, had vifited Hol- 
land, and concerted with the deputies of the 
States Generu!, the operations of the enfuing 

4 campaign, 
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campairn. They refolved, that, inftead of in- 
effeftual attempts in the Netherlands, general 
Overkirk fhould lie upon the defenfive with a 
fmall body of troops in that quarter, while the 
main army fhould act upon the Rhine under 
the command of the duke of Marlborough. 

Such was the pretence under which this ac- 
complifhed general concealed the defign of 
marching into the heart of the empire, and de- 
livering the houfe of Auftria from impending 
ruin; a fchemc, which he imparted to a few 
only, in whofe difcretion he could perfeétly con- 
fide. It was epproved by the penfionary and 
deputy Geldermallen, who fecured its recep- 
tion with the States General, when it became 
neceffarv to communicate the fecret to that af- 
fembly. In the mean time the preparations 
were made for the avowed pretence of carrying 
the war to the banks of the Mofelle. 

On the nineteenth of April, the duke, ac- 
companied by his brother, general Churchill, 
lieutenant-general Lumiev, the earl of Orkney, 
and ather officers of diitin€ion, embarked for 
Hulhasd; and, on his arrival at the Hague, had 
a long confererfce with a deputation of the 
States, re{pe€ting a propofal of fending a large 
army towarcs the Mofelle. This meafure was 
warmly cppofed by the deputies of Zealand, 
who reprefented the danger of fending their 
troops to fuch a confiderable diflance; but the 
duke, to prevent all farther objections, affured 
them, in decifive terms, that he had orders to 
proceed thither with the Britifh forces. He ac- 
cordingly afflembled his army at Maeftricht; 
and, on the eighteenth of May, began his march 
into Germany. The French, though alarmed at 
this motion, were totally ignorant of his real 
intention. They fuppofed he meant to open the 
campaign with the fiege of Traerbach, and pe- 
netrate into France alurg the Mofelle. In con- 
fequence cf which, they fent a detachment of 
feven thoufand men to that river; and intimated 
that they intended to attack Huy: a pretence, 
fo which the duke paid no attention. He con- 
tinued his march by Bedburgh, Kerpenord, Kal- 
fecken, and vifited the fortifications of Bonne, 
where he received advice, that the recruits and 
reinforcements for the French army in Bavaria, 
had joined the eleftor at Villingen. 

Regardlefs of this junétion, he was convinced, 

# June 2, 
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from other circumftances, that the enemy were 
ftill unacquainted with his defign. He there- 
fore advanced with rapidity, pafled the Neckar 
on the third of June, and halted at Landenburg, 
whence he wrote a letter to the States General, 
informing them, that he had the queen’s orders 
to march to the relief of the empire; and ex- 
prefling his hope, that they would approve of 
the defign, and permit their troops to fhare in 
the honour of the expedition. The return of 
the courier conveyed to him their approbation 
of the projeét, and full power to take their forces 
with him. He then proceeded to Mildenheim, 
where on the following day he was vifited by 
prince Lewis of Baden. 

The refult of the conference between thefe 
‘great generals, was a junétion of the allied army 
under Marlborough, with the Imperialifts, com- 
manded by the prince of Baden*, That junc- 
tion being effefted, Marlborough forced, though 
with the lofs of five thoufand men, the elector 
of Bavaria’s entrenchments, near Donawert, and 
obliged him to quit the field. In confequence 
of this vi€tory, the allies got poffeffion of Do- 
nawert, and obtained a free paflage over the 
Danube. But as they were incapable, for want 
of magazines, either to continue long on the 
banks of that river, or to penetrate into Bavaria, 
their fituation was become extremely preca- 
rious, and they eagerly wifhed to give battle; 
when the enemy being reinforced with thirty 
thoufand men, under matefchal Tallard, refolved 
to afford them the opportunity they defired. 
Before the engagement, the duke of Marlbo- 
rough was alfo joined by prince Eugene, with 
twenty thoufand men, from the Upper Rhine; 
and, withing to avoid the timid or treacherous 
counfels of the prince of Baden, he prevailed 
on him to befiege Ingolftadt. The oppofing 
armies were now nearly equal, each connie 
of about eighty thoufand men. But the Frenc 
generals Tallard and Marfin, though men of 
experience and abilities, were confiderably in- 
ferior to thofe of the allies; and the eleétor of 
Bavaria, though a brave prince, could not be 
confidered as a commander. 

The rary and Bavarians ac aap 

u ed on a hill, having the an 
fhe a Ava of Blenheim on their right: on their 
left an extenfive wood, from which a rivulet 

ran 
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rah along their front, into the Danube. This 
ftream, in its coutfe through the plain, formed 
.akind of ‘morafs, the paflage of which might 
have been rendered very difficult, had it been 
properly guarded. Twenty-eight battalions, and 
twelve fquadrons of dragoons, were thrown 
into the village of Blenheim: eight battalions 
were alfo placed in another village towards the 
centre; m order to fall, in conjun@tion with 
thofe at Blenheim, upon the rear of the enemy, 
when they fhould pafs the rivulet. Their line, 
which confifted chiefly of cavalry, was weak- 
ened by thefe detachments; and, by moft un- 
accountable inattention, the allies were per- 
mitted not only to pafs the brook, but to form 
without oppofition. 

Marlborough, who commanded the left wing 
of the allies, having firft pafled the brook *, ordered 
the villages to be attacked by the infantry, while 
he himfelf led his cavalry againft thofe of Tallard. 


The attack on the villages proved unfuccefsful; 


the Englifh and Heflians being repulfed, after 
three fucceffive attempts. The French horfe, 
however, in {pite of their utmoft efforts, were 
obliged to give ground. They retired behind 
the fire of: ten batallions, which Tallard had 
ordered to advance to their relief. But thefe 
alfo were broken by the Englifh foot. Marl- 
borough charged honie with his horfe; and 
drove the French cavalry fo precipitately from 
the field, that moft of thofe who efcaped the 
{word were drowned in the Danube. The ten 
advanced battalions of the enemy’s foot were, 
at the fame time, charged on all fides, and cut 
in pieces. Tallard himfelf was taken prifoner, 
with many other officers of diftinétion. In the 
mean time, prince Eugene, who commanded 
the right wing of the confederates, after having 
been thrice repulfed, had broken the French 
and Bavarians, under the eleCtor and Marfin; 
and though they were not abfolutely routed, as 
foon as they heard of Tallard’s defeat, they 
quitted the field, with every mark of hurry and 


. Auguft 13, 


+ This is one of the completeft vidories that ever was 
obtained in any war or hy any general. Ten thoufand 
French and Bavarian: were killed upon the fpot: the 
, haan part cf thirty {quadrons of horfe and dragoons were 

rowned in the Danube: thigteen thoufand were made 
prifoners, including twelve hundred officers: one hundred 
pieces of cannon were taken, with twenty-four mortars, 
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difgrace. The twenty-eight battalions of foot, 
and twelve fquadrons of dragoons, in the village 
of Blenheim, all veterans, and the beft troops 
in France, were now abandoned to their fate. 
After a vigorous, but ineffectual fally, they fourid 
themfelves obliged to furrender at difcretion. 
—Such was the famous battle of Blenheim, in 
which the French and Bavarians, including 
killed and taken, loft near forty thoufand men. 
Their camp-equipage, baggage, artillery, add 
every trophy that can ss a complete 
victory, fell into the hands of the conquerofs. 
Thefe trophies, however, were not acquiréd 
without confiderable lofs of blood. The allies 
had five thoufand men killed, and about eight 
thoufand wounded. sf 

The confederates being now mafters of the 
field of battle, furrounded the village of Bleh- 
heim, in which, as before related, twenty-¢ight 
battalions and twelve fquadrons were pofted. 
Thefe troops, finding themfelves cut off from all 
communication with the reft of their army, and 
defpairing of being able to force their way 
through the allies, thought proper to capitulate; 
ang accordingly, about eight im the evening, 
furrendered themfelves prifoners df, war, on con- 
dition the officers fhould not be rifted +t. 

The emperor was no fooner informed of this 
fignal victory, which had preferved his family 
from impending ruin, than he congratulated the 
duke on his fplendid triumph, complimented 
him as the liberator, not only of Germany, but 
of Europe in general; and intimated to him 
that he had given dire€tions for his being en- 
rolled among the princes of the empire, in con- 
fideration of his-pre-eminent worth and fignal 
fervices. In England, the intelligence of the 
victory was received with great fatisfaCtion ; and 
the queen appointed a folemn thank(giving for 
the glorious fuccefs of her arms. 

The vitorious generals, having, by this de- 
cifive ftroke, changed the face of affairs in Get- 
many, refolved to improve the advantage they 


one hundred and twenty-nine colours, one hundred and 
feventy-one ftandards, feventeen pair of kettle-drums, 
three thoufand fix hundred tents, thirt y-four coaches, three 
hundred laden mules, two bridges of boats, fifteen pontoons, 
twenty-four bariels and eight cath, of filver. The lofs af 
the allies amounted to four thoufand five hundred men 
killed, and about eight thoufand wounded or taken. * 


Aa had 


94 


had gained. ‘The duke of Marlborough {ent a 
meflage to prince Lewis, importing that it 
would be for the intereft of the common caufe, 
to unite ali their forces, and drive the French 
out of Germany, rather than lofe time at the 
fiege of Ingoldftadt, which, as well as the other 
fortrefles of Bavaria, would furrender of courfe. 

This opinion was juftified by the condu& of 
the French garrifon at Augfburg, who aban- 
doned that place on the fixteenth of Auguft. 
The magiftrates, aflembling, fent a deputation 
to the duke of Marlborough, and implored his 
proteftion. That nobleman replied, that they 
had nothing to fear from the troops of her Bri- 
tannic majefty and the States General, who had 
some into Germany, with no other view than 
to defeat the defigns of the enemies of the em- 
pire. He accordingly detached a body of troops, 
and ordered them to take poffeffion of that im- 
portant city. 

No modern victory, among difciplined armies, 
was ever more decilive than that of Blenheim; 
none could be followed by more fudden or im- 
portant confequences. The emperor was re- 
lieved from his "fears; the Hungarian malcon- 
tents were over-awed; and the dominions of 
the elector of Bavaria fell, at once, into the 
hands of Leopold, who revenged on the fubjeéts 
of that prince, the excefles which had been com- 
mitted on his own. An extent of feventy 
leagues of country became expofed to all the 
ravages of war. Broken, ruined, and difperfed, 
, the forces of Lewis XIV. left a free and unin- 
ferrupted march to the confederates from the 
Danube to the Rhine; and the wretched re- 
mains of that army, which at the commence- 
ment of the feafon had fpread terror to the gates 


* Notwithftanding thefeimportant fervices, the duke of 
Berwick was recalled. Of this matter, he gives the fol- 
lowing curious account: “‘ The duke of Gramont, the 
* French miuifter at Madrid, had taken it intochis head 
* that he was to govern there as defpotically as the care 
* dinals Richheu and Mazarine had formerly done in 
« France. 1 had no obyedtion to this with refpe& to the 
« givil department; but in the military, I was refulved 
“ that he thould not have the fame fway; thinking it rea- 
* fonsble that I thould be confulted in every thing, and 
“ @ven that my plans fhould be adopted, as muft be an- 
* furerable for the fuccef- of the whole. From thefe con- 
© trary insmours it followed, that Gramont took upon him 
* toorderevery thing, without confulting or communicat- 
~ Jing wite me; and [, un the other hand, fteady to my 


HISTORY, OF ENGLAND. 


of Vienna, were aa ae to repair for fhelter 
within the frontiers- of France. The vi€tors 
crofied the Rhine: they entered Alface; and 
the ae oboe fortreffes of Landau and Trierbach 
furren ered to them before the clofe of the cam- 
aign. 

: But the fuccefs which attended the arms of 
the confederates in Germany, did not extend to 
every {Cene of operations. In Flanders, during 
this fummer, the war was wholly defenfive, and 
produced no event either brilliant or important. 
The fuccefs of affairs in Portugal did not an- 
fwer the expé€tation of the allies. On the Por- 
tuguefe fide of Spain, the archduke, who had 
aflumed the title of Charles ILI. could make no 
progrefs. On the contrary, Philip V. affifted 
by the duke of Berwick, carried the war into 
Portugal, took feveral places, and defeated the 
attempts of the allies to invade Caftile*, In 
Italy, the campaign proved favourable to the 
houfe of Bourbon. The caftle of Suza, the city 
of Pignerol, Vercelli, Yvrea, and Saufano, were 
reduced by Vendome. 

The operations at fea, during this memorable 
year, were hardly lefs important than thofe by 
land. The combined fleet of England and 
Holland, which conveyed the archduke to Lif- 
bon, having failed in an attempt upon Barce- 
Jona, where a party was fuppofed to have been 
formed for the houfe of Auftria, appeared before 
Gibraltar; and that {trong fortrele was taken at 
the firft affault. Aftonifhed at the intrepidity of 
the Englith failors, who afcended the mole fword 
in hand, the governor immediately furrendered 
the place; which was committed to the care of 
the prince of Heffe Darmftadt, for the queen of 
England t. 


principle, refufed to execute any enterprize of which I 
«« did not approve.” The duke’s recal was the confe- 
nce of this commendable pride. 

+ It is faid, that after.the admiral had bombasded the 
town to very little a and with final expeftations of 
fuccefa, fome h ailors ventured to land in a place 
where it was deemed impoffib'e to climb up the rocks, 
which, however, they afcended; and, when they had 

the fummit, they obferved a number of women, 
who had come out of the town, toa chapel in the neighbour- 
hood, fo implore the proteGion of the Virgin: the tars 
immediately feized the women; and the inhabitants, 
choofing rather to lofe the town than their wives, impore 
tuned the governor to furrender, 
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Nor was the acquifition of Gibraltar the only 
advantage refulting from the enterprife. . Part 
of the Spanifh army employed in Portugal being 
withdrawn, for the purpofe of retaking Gi- 
braltar, impeded the progrefs of Philip V. who 
might otherwife have advanced to the gates of 
Lifbon; and the French fleet, confifting of fifty- 
two fhips of the line, under the count de Thou- 
loufe, coming to the aid of the befiegers, was 
defeated off Malaga, by the combined fleet, 
commanded by fir George Rooke and Calem- 
berg, the Dutch admiral. The force on both 
fides was nearly equal, and the battle was ob- 
ftinate and bloody, though not a fingle fhip was 
either funk or taken, 

The aftion began about ten in the morning, 
when the rear and the van, commanded by 
Shovel and the Dutch admiral Callemburg, im- 
mediately preffed forward to a clofe engagement, 
and foon compelled the enemy to give way: 
but the center of the French being remarkably 
ftrong, bore extremely hard upon Rooke’s di- 
vifion, feveral of whofe (hips, having expended 
their thot, were obliged to leave the line as to- 
tally ufelefs, The conteft, however, was main- 
tained till night, when the French bore away to 
leeward. On the following morning, the Eng- 
lith attempted to renew the engagement which 
the count de Thouloufe thought proper to de- 
cline. It appears, indeed, that the Englifh were 
as little defirous of a fecond battle as the French; 
for exclufive of the deficiency of powder, moft 
of the fhips were fo fhattered, that they were 
wholly unable to fuftain a frefh fhock. The 
lofs on both fides was nearly equal; not a 
fingle fhip was taken or deftroyed: but the ho- 
nour of the day feemed to remain with the Eng- 
lith. Lewis XIV. however affefted to claim 
the victory. But it was obvious to all Europe, 
that the combined fleet kept the fea; and that 
the French took refuge in their awn ports, in- 
fiead of affording any afliftance to the Spaniards 
before Gibraltar*. Thefe fortunate‘events, but 
more efpecially the memorable vi€tory obtained 


* Philip, king of Spain, was no fooner informed of the 
lof, of Gibraltar, than he fent to the marquis de Villadraias 
with an aroty to retake it. The fiege lafted four months, 
during which time the prince of Helle diiplayed many 
brilliant proofs of courage, condud, and cap icity. 

The garrifon was fapplied with mei and prosihions by 
convoys from Litbon, till moaheur de Pontis put a ftop 


at Blenheim, diffufed a general joy throughout 
the nation. And this general exultation com- 
municated itfelf to the reprefentatives of the 
pone who readily granted very liberal fupplies 
or profecuting the war. The whole bufinefs of 
parliament was not only conducted with har- 
mony, But carried forward with zeal and expe- 
dition. Pleafed with the humiliation of the 
houfe of Bourbon, the Whigs inftead of op 
pofing the miniftry, flrove to engage the duke 
of Marlborough in their caufe; and Godolphin, 
either from policy or principle, threw himfelf en- 
tirely into their hands. 

The queen diffolved the parliament; and the 
Whigs, whofe principles recommended them to 
ihe independent part of the kingdom f, being 
countenaoced by government, and fupported by 
the monied intereft, obtained a decided majority 
in the new houfe of commons. The eleétions 
went generally in their favour, in fpite of the 
clamour raifed by the Tories of the danger of 
the church, and the growth of Prefbyterianifm. 
Both houfes paffed a vote, that the church was 
in a fafe and flourifhing condition, and that 
whoever fhould fuggeft that the eftablithed reli- 
gion was in danger, was an enemy to the queen, 
the church, and the kingdom. They alfo to 
the farther difappointment of the Tories, re- 
pealed two rigid laws againft the commerce and 
people of Scotland, in order to induce the par- 
liament of that kingdom to fettle the crown on 
the houfe of LTanover, as well as to hearken to 
propofals for a treaty of union with England. 

While the Igngjifh parliament was purfuing 
thefe falutary meafures for fecuring the peace of 
the kingdom, as well as for profecuting the 
war with vigour, France was deprefled by ex- 
ternal misfortunes, and diftrafted by internal 
commotions. Though the Hugonots were chiefly 
éxterminated, of induced from motives of fear 
or intereft, to conform to the eftabhthed reli- 
gion, yet many of thein had taken refuge in the 
Cevennes, a mountainous country in the fouth 
of France, where they led a favage lite among 


to that communication, by entering the bay with a ftrong 
fquadron: but he was obliged to retire on the approach 
of fir John Leake and admiral Vanderdaffon with a {upe- 
rior fquadron; and the maiquis de Villadarias finding 
it impothble to make an impreffion on the place, thought 
proper to abandon the enterprize. 
t A.D. 1705, 
2 the 
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the rude and unevittivated natives, under the 
name of Camifards, and enjoyed their religion in 
a ftate of barbarity. Like all zealots, when 
ignorant and perfected, they fuppofed them- 
felves the peculiar favourites of heaven, and 
claimed the higheft gitts of infpiration. They 
had their prophets and propheteffes, wKo affum- 
ed abfolute authority over them, and are faid 
to have excited them to the moft atrocious cru- 
elties, not only againft the Catholics, but alfo 
againtt the refractory part of their own fett*, 

At length, encouraged by thefe vifionaries, and 
by their encreafing numbers, the Camifards, on 
the commencement of the war, in 1701, began 
to mingle politics with religion. ‘They de- 
manded “ liberty of confcience, and an exemp- 
tion from taxes!” They even took arms in fup- 
port of their pretenfions. Several generals were 
difpatched againft them with various fuccefs, 
and among others the celebrated marefchal Vil- 
lars; who, after convincing them of his power, 
entered into treaty with them, in 1704. But, 
fufpecting the fincerity of the court, they broke 
off the negociation, when it was in an advanced 
ftate, and Villars’ being recalled, to enter on a 
more important fcene of a€tion, the duke of 
Berwick was fent againft them, on his return 
from Spain. Severity being now become necef- 
fary, the duke exercifed it without referve, 
and fpeedily reduced the Camifards to obedi- 
ence $. 

Lewis XIV. though deftitute of that fuperior 
magnanimity which Is never vainly elated, and 
which can calmly look down on the moft ex- 
alted fuccefs, poffeffed in an eminent degree 
that Chriftian fortitude which enables the foul to 
bear misfortunes with compofure and refigna- 


* Voltaire, in has Stele of Lous A/V, fays, “TL have heard 
marial: Villars relate, that, athing Cavalier, the mof 
conliderab'e of thei: chieh, how, ik years, being little 
abuic twen'y, he could acquire fo much authority over 
aheadfiru: ¢ and undifciplined rabble 7” he replied, that 
whenever they refufed to obey, his prophetefs (known 
am. ng them by the name of the Great Afary) was in- 
* fiantly ferzed with a fit of infpiration, and condemned 
* the refract «ry to the punithment of death, without any 
* form of atrial. Audhavir g myielt,” adds the hiflorian, 
put the fame qu: titon to Cavahter, he returned the fame 
“ anfwer.” Seek, chip, xox. 
+ For this feverity,the duke of Berwick thus apologifes, 
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tion. Though adcuftemed to ¥itory, he re. 
ceived the intelligence of the deftruftion of his 
army at Blenheim, without any nvarks of con- 
fufion, and took the moft vigorous pe to free 
pair his lofs, and check the progrefs of his vic- 
torious enemy. At the end of the campaign, 
however, he found he had been ftripped of a 
confiderable part of his former ‘conquefts. But 
France, and even Flanders was {till entire ; 
and as he fuppofed the duke of Marlborough 
intended, next campaign, to carry the war, by 
the Mofelle, into the heart of his dominions, he 
aflembled, on that fide, an’ army of feventy 
thoufand men, under marefchal Villars.’ The 
Englifh general having croffed the Mofelle and 
the Saar, in the month of May, paffed the defile 
of Taveren, and advanced to Delft. But not 
being joined by the prince of Baden, as he ex- 
petted, he found it neceffary to retreat: and fo 
mafterly was the conduét of Villars, his anta- 
gonift, that he was not able to accomplifh any 
enterprize of confequcnce during the campaign. 

So violent was the animolity between the 
Whigs and Tories, that they eagerly feized every 
opportunity of difplaying their different fenti- 
ments to the world. The duke of Marlborough, 
at his firft appearance in the houfe after his return 
to England, was honoured with the thanks of the 
peers, in an elegant {peech pronounced by the 
lord keeper. And even the commons now began 
to be afhamed of their inveteracy to this noble- 
man, and prefented him with a compliment of 
a fimilar nature, though they had before affetted 
to confider the affair at Blenheim, as a drawn 
battle or a matter of no importance. 

But what they were afhamed to avow them- 
felves, the Univerfity of Oxford declared for 


« my bufinefs to prevent every thing that might tend to 
“ excite commotions; and declared, that | came ncither 
# as a perfecutor nor a mifGonary, but with a refolution to 
ie 40 equal juflice to every one, to protedt all who thoul 

« behave themfelvesas faithful fubjeéts of the king, and to 
* punifh with the utmoft rigour thofe who fhould dare to 
«¢ oppofe his authority.—I know” adds he, “* that attempts 
* have been made in many countries, to blachen our pro» 
“ ceedings againft thefe people; but J can proteft ava 
« man of honour, that there 1s no fort of crime of which 
« the Camifards had not been guilty, To rebellion, faci- 
« lege, murder, theft, and licentioufnefs, ie) joined the 
“¢ moft unheard of cruelties; fo far even as to have priefts 


 aflied by the underftanding and advice of M. de Baf- +“ broiled, to rip out the bow: 1. of pregnant women, and tu 


“ vidi, one of the molt funfible men in France, L made it } “ roaft their children!” J/cm, vol. 
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them. Dr Delaune, vice-chancellor, accom. 
panied by the principal members of the uni- 
verfity, attended the queen with an addrefs of 
cot c::tulation, in which, in imitation of the 
commans, they mentioned the fignal vittory of 
Blenheim, and the drawn battle in the Medt- 
terianean, as evetits equally glorious and ad- 
vantageous to the nation, The queen, how- 
evcr, though ftrongly attached to the Tories, 
began at length to be difgufted with their pre- 
judices. She returned a civil but not a re- 
fpe€tful anfwer to the addrefs, and added, that 
fhe hoped the univerfity would inculcate thofe 
principles, which alone could promote the wel- 
fare of tle nation, and render her and all her 
fub,eéts happy. 
The commons perceiving they could not in- 
dulge their fpleen againft the duke of Muarl- 
borough, and at the fame time enjoy the favour 
of their fovereign, refolved to alter their mode 
of behaviour towards that nobleman. Accord- 
ingly, having taken into confideration the great 
fervices performed by the duke, they prefented 
an addrefs to the queen, intreating her to con- 
fidey uf fome proper expedient to perpetuate 
the memory of fuch noble a€tions. In a few 
days, the queen returned a gracious anfwer, im- 
porting, that fhe was inclined to grant the intereft 
of the crown in the manor of Woodftock, to the 
duke of Marlborough and his heirs; and that, 
as the lieutenancy and rangeyhip of the parks, 
with the rents and profits, were already granted 
for two lives, fhe thought it proper to remove 
that incumbrance. In confequence of this inti- 
mation, a bill was prepared, enabling the queen 
to beftow thefe manors on the duke of Marl- 


borough and his heirs, and defiring her to ad-. 


vance the money for clearing the incumbrances, 
She not only gracioufly complied“with this ad- 
drefs, but ordered the comptroller of her works 
to erett, in Woodftock-park, a magnificent pe- 
lace for the duke, diftinguithed by the name of 
Blenheim Houfe, The of this ftruéture 
was formed by fir John Vanbrugh, who feems 
to have been more ftudious of grandeur and fta- 
bility, than propriety and elegance*. 


_* Sir John Vanbrugh’s ftyle of building induced fome of 
hiscontemporary artifts to recommend the following 
epitaph for his tomb:-— 
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Sir aie Rooke was faid afide, and the 
command ef the fleet beftowed upou fir Cloude- 
fley Shovel, nowdeclaredrearadmi | of England, 

The remaining part of the {cffion was con- 
fumed in difputes and altercations about, the 
Aylefbury-election. The judgment which the 
lords gave in favour of Afhby, had been carried 
into execution: and this had encourag-d five 
others of the inhabitants to commence ations 
againft the returning officers, for re‘vSng their 
votes. The commons confidered thefe px -2 4- 
ings as a high contempt of their votes, and 
breach of their privileges, and immediately or- 
dered the five profecutors to be committed to 
Newgate. When term-time arrived, the pri- 
foners petitioned for a Habeas Corpus in the 
queen’s bench. The petition of the prifoners 
was, however, reje€ted, and they were ordered 
to rem#in in Newgate. 

After long debates on this bufinefs, at different 
times, the lower houfe demanded a conference 
with the upper houfe; in which they infiftcd 
upon the fole right of determining eleftions, 
The upper houfe, in their turn, demanded a free 
conference, which proved ineffeftual. The queen 
was appealed to, but fhe affured them, that it 
was neceflary to put a period to the feffion; 
knowing there could then be no farther pro- 
ceedings in that matter. On that very day, 
the repaired to the houfe of peers, and paffed 
the bills that were ready for the royal affent. 
She thanked the parliament for having granted 
her fuch ample fupplies; exhorted them to 
avoid the dangerous effects of animofity and 
diffenfion; and ordered the Jord-keeper to pro- 
rogue them fo the firft of May: bat, in the be- 
ginning of April, they were diffolved, and writs 
iffued for convoking a new parliament. 

Soon after the queen, accompanied by the 
prince of Denmark, made an excurfion to New- 
market, and dined by invitation with the uni- 
verlity of Cambridge, where the conferred the 
honour of knighthood upon Dr. Ellis, the vicé- 
chancellor, John Montague counfel for the uni- 
verfity, and the celebrated Ifaac Newton, ma- 
thematical profeffor. 


Lie heavy on him earth, for he 
Laid many a heavy load on thee. 
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The Tory intereft was now much on the de- 
cline. The duke of Buckingham was deprived 
of the privy feal, and that office was conferred 
on the duke of Newcaftle, a nobleman of con- 
fiderable influence with the Whigs. The earl 
of Montague was created marquis of Mount- 
hermer and duke of Montague: the ear! of Pe- 
terborough and lord Cholmondeley were {worn 
of the privy-council; and lord Cutts was ap- 
pvinted to command the torces in Ireland, under 
the duke of O:nond. 

The duke of Marlhorough received a letter 
from the ftates general, reprefenting the necef- 
fity of making a powerful diverfion on the Mo- 
felle, or of returning immediately ta the defence 
of their frontier. His grace, after mature de- 
liberation on the confequences that might enfue, 
refulved to abandon his defign on the Mofelle, 
and return to the Netherlands. 

Accordingly he decamped on the feventeenth 
of June, and advanced with fuch expedition, 
that he paffed the Maefe on the fecond of 
July. The enemy informed of his approach, 
relinquifhed the attempt upon Liege, and retired 
to Tongeren, from whence they retreated within 
their lines. Marlborough, having joined Over- 
kirk, fent general Scholten with a detachment 
to befege Huy; and in three days the garrifon 
fubmittec at difcretion. Not fatisfied with this 
fuccefs, the duke refolved to undertake fome 
more important ation; and as nothing ap- 

eared to be of greater confequence than the 
forcing the enemy’s lines, he determined to exert 
his utmoft endeavours to execute that enterprize. 
He fent general Hompfeck to propofe the {cheme 
to the States; and received their permiffion to 
do whatever he fhould judge proper for the good 
of the common caufe. He then explained it in 
two fucceffive councils of war, by which it was 
approved and refolved upon. 

The enemy were pofted along their lines, to 
the number of one hundred battalions, and one 
hundred and forty-fix fquadruns; a force almoft 
eqval to that of the allies. To divide them, 
Overkirk made a deceptive motion, and paffed 
the Mehaigne, feigning an intention, to attack 
the lines about Meffelen; and :he ftratagem was 
attended with the defired fuccefs. ‘Ihe French 
weakened the uther parts by ftrengthening that 
en which they apprehended the greateft danger. 
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The duke having made the neceffary difpofi- 
tions, the army began te march in the night 
between the feventeenth and eighteenth of July, 
in crder to force the French lines at Wagen, 
Elixheim, the caftle of Wangh, and the villages 
of Wangh, Overhefpen, Neerhefpen, and Ooft- 
mallen. Thefe pofts were taken without much 
diff.ulty; but before the infantry could arrive, 
the enemy advanced with fifty fquadrons and 
twenty battalions, and began to difcharge a 
dreadful fire from eight pieces of cannon with 
triple barrels. Marlborough perceiving that they 
were continually reinforced from the other parts 
of the lines, commanded the horfe to attack 
their cavalry, which were foon broken and 
routed; but having rallied behind their infantry, 
and being interlined with foot, and joined by 
frefh {quadrons, they advanced again towards 
the allies who were now fupported by their 
infantry, and moved forward to receive them 
after a fhort, but obftinate difpute, the enemy’s 
horfe were put to flight and purfued to a con- 
fiderable diftance. *The infantry, feeing them- 
fefves abandoned in the plain, precipitately re- 
treated between the villages of Helifheim and 
Gerfhoven, where being joined by the reft of 
their army, they formed again in order of battle. 
In the mean time, the duke of Marlborough 
caufed all his troops to enter the lines: and ex- 
tended his right towards the great Gcete before 
Tirlemont, where the enemy had left the batta- 
lion of Montluc, which upon the fir {ummons 
furrendered at difcretion, 

In this aGtion the confederates took the mar- 
quis d’Alegre and the count de Horne, lieute- 
nant-generals, one major-general, two brigadier- 
generals, with many other officers, and a great 
number of common foldiers, a large quantity of 
ftandards, fodr colours, one pair ot kettle-drums, 
and eight pieces of cannon. The duke of Marl- 
borough behaved, during the whole engage- 
ment, with that courage and prefence of mind 
which were fo peculiar to his charatter; being 
frequently expofed to the moft imminent danger. 
While he was advancing to the charge, at the 
head of feveral {quadrons, a Bavarian officer 
rode up to attack him fwourd in band; but, in 
raifing himfelf on his ftirrups, to enable him to 
firike with the greater advantage, he fell from 
his horfe, and was immediately flain. 
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The troops commanded by monfieur d’Alegre 
being thus driven from the lines, the elector of 
Bavaria and marefchal de Villeroy paffed the 
great Geete and the Deule with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, and poflefled themfelves of the ftrong 
camp of Park, their left extending to Roofeluer, 
and their right to Winelelen, againft the height 
of Louvain. 

The little town of Sant-Leuve, fituated in 
the middle of a morafs, and conftituting the 
chief defence of the enemy’s line, being taken 
by lieutenant-general Dedem, the duke of Marl- 
borough caufed the lines from this place to Waf- 
feigne to be levelled, and the town of Tirlemont 
to be difmantled; and then, pafling the Demer, 
encamped at Arfchot on the nineteenth of Sep- 
tember. About the latter end of the month he 
marched to Herentals, and from thence repaired 
to the Hague, where he had feveral conferences 
with the penfionary. In a few days he returned 
to the army, which decamping from Herentals, 
proceeded to Brecht. 

The emperor Leopold dying at Vienna on the 
fifth of May, was fucceeded in the Imperial 
dignity by his eldeft fon Jofeph, king of the Ro- 
mans, a prince who refembled his father in mild- 
nef, of temper, mediocrity of intelle&t, and at- 
tachment to the Romifh fuperftition. In con. 
fequence of an invitation from his imperial ma- 
jefty, the duke of Marlborough fet out for Vi- 
enna, where he was treated with great refpet, 
and concerted with the emperor the operations 
of the enfuing campaign. After vifting the 
courts of Berlin and Hanover, he returned to 
the Hague, and perfuaded the ftates-general to 
furnith an additional number of ten thoufand 
men, as a reinforcement to the army of prince 
Eugene in Italy. Ina few daye he fet {ail for 
England, and arrived at St. James’s on the thir- 
teenth of December. 

The campaign upon the Rhine did not pro- 
duce any important event. The Imperialifts 
were commanded by prince Eugene; the 
French, by the duke de Vendome. The former 


* The duke of Savoy was now deprived of all the confi- 
derable places in his & minions, except Coni and Turin, 
and bis army was reduced to twelve thonfand men, wom 
he found it difficult to fu; port. His duchefs, hisclergy. and 
bis fubyvéts in general, preded him to fubmut to the 1 vceflity 
of the tumes; but he refifted ther importumties, and ad- 
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reduced Drufenheim and Hagenau, and forced 
the enemy's lines at the place Jaft mentioned. 
The duke de Feuillade, wno commanded a {e- 
arate arny near Lurin, reduced Chivas, and 
invefted Nice, which, aft r an obfimate defence 
furrendered in December* . 
The campaign in Portugal began with a very 
promifing appearance; but did not faristy the 
general expedtation. The affairs of Hungary 
were ftill involved in the utmoft confufion. In 
Poland the old cardinal primate acknowledged 
Staniflaus, but died before his coronation, 
which was performed by the bifhop of Cujavia. 
But the moft remarkable achievement of this 
fummer was the reduétion of Barcel na by the 
celebrated earl of Peterborough and fir Cloudef- 
ley Shovel, who, in the later end of May, failed 
from St. Helens with the Englith fleet, having on 
hoard a body ot five thoufand land forces 3; and, 
on the twentieth of June, landed at Lifbon, 
where thev were reinforced by fir John Leake 
and the Dutch admiral, Allemonde. King 
Charles, having received affurances that the 
province of Catalonia and the kingdom of Valen- 
cia were attached to his intereft, refolved to re- 
pair into thofe quarters, and undertake fome ac- 
tion of importance. Accompanied by the earl of 
Peterborough, and other officers of diftin€tion, he 
embarked on board the Ranelagh; and the fleet 
failed on the twenty-eighth of July, the earl of 
Galway having fupplied them with «:,0 regi- 
ments of Englifh dragoons, At Giuraltar they 
took on board the Englifh guards, and three old 
regiments, in lieu of which they left two new- 
raifed battalions. On the eleventh of Augutft 
they put into the bay of Altea, when the earl 
of Peterborough publifhed a manifefto, import- 
ing, that he was not come to take | offeffion of 
any place, in the name ot her Britaanic majefty, 
or of the ftates-general, but to maintain the juft 
right of the Auftrian family to the crown of 
Spain, to defend the loyal fubjeéts of the Spa- 
nith monarchy, and to exonera‘e them from the 
infupporrable government of fureigners. En- 


hered to the alliance with incre uble fortitude. He en- 
joined hiv mmifters not totalk onthe fubject: he excluded 
all the bifhops and clergy from '?,couneils: anc hon he 
had xcafion tor a confetlor, he cho ea prieft indidcrently 
either from the Dominicans or Francifcans, 
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couraged bv this declaration, the inhabitants 
flocked from all quarters, acknowledging king 
Charles as their lawful f .vereign. 

Surprifed at the appearance of fuch a formid- 
able pice the Spariards, in general, declared 
for the houfe of Auftria. The fortrefles of Le- 
rida and Tortofa were yielded without a blow: 
Barcelona, though containing a garrifon of five 
thoufand men, under the duke de Popoli, was 
obliged to furrender, and almoft the whole king- 
dom of Valencia, as well as the province of Ca- 
talonia, fubmitted to Charles III*, 

The earl having, by an ingenious artifice, re- 
lieved San Matheo, poffeffed himfelf of Nules; 
and purchafing about eight hundred horfes at 
Caftillon de la Plana, began to form a body of 
cavalry. Having affembled his little army, con- 
fifting of ten fquadrons of horfe and dragoons, 
four battalions of regular troops, and about three 
thoufand militia, he advanced to Molviedro, the 
ancient Sanguntum, which was furrendered to 
him by the governor, brigadier Mahoni. At 
the fame time he excited fuch jealoufies and fuf- 
picions between this officer and the Spanifh ge- 
neral, that the latter was more anxious to guard 
againft the fuppofed treachery of the former, 
than to interrupt the earl’s march to Valencia, 
where he was received by the priefts and friars 
in their refpeQive habits, and by the in- 
rage in general, with every demonftration 
of joy. 

About this time a moft obflinate battle took 
place at St. Iftevan de Litera, where the cheva- 
lier d’Asfeldt, with nine {quadrons of horfe and 


* The particulars of the fiege of Barcelona, are thus 
related by Voltaire. The earl of Peterborough, a man 
in every refpeét refembling thofe imeginary heroes which 
the Spaniards have reprelented in their romances, pro- 

eh ta the prince of Heile Darmftadt to force, {word in 

nd, the entrenchments that covered fort Mountjouy 
andthe tuwn. The enterprize was accordingly executed 
with fuccefs; but with the lofs of the gallant prince of 
Heffe, who was killed in the attack. The garrifon, how- 
ever, ftill held out; when a bomb directed at Mountjuoy, 
happemng to enter the powder magazine, it blew up 
with a terrible expiofion, and the fort inftantly furrender- 
ed. The town toon after propofed to capitulate; and 
the duke de Popoli, the governor came to the gate, in 
order to advuft the articles with Peterborough. But be- 
fore they were figned, ‘tumultuous fhouts were heard. 
** You betray us!” exclaimed Popoli, “ Whilft we, with 
* honour and fincerity, are here treatmg with you, your 
‘* troops have entered the town by the ramparts, and are 
* murdering, plundering, and comnutung every fpe¢cies 
** of violence.’ 
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dragoons, and as many battalions, all of them 
French, attacked colonel Willes at the head of 
a {mall party; but the latter being fupported by 
lieutenant General Cunningham, who was mor- 
tally wounded in the aétion, repulfed the enemy, 
though eight times his number, with the lofs of 
four hundred men killed upon the fpot. 

The attention of the Englith was now wholly 
engroffed by the eleftion of members for the 
new parliament. The Tories, fenfible of their 
own unpopularity, exerted themfelves with 
great vigour on the occafiin. They raifed the 
cry of the church’s being in danger: the high- 
churchmen founded the fame alarn:: the’ Jaco- 
bites joined in the general lamentation: even the 
Papifts in the abundance of their philanthrophy, 
were affected witl. the general panic. Hut the 
difigns of the Tories were become f» notorious, 
and the falfity of their pretences was fo univer- 
fally known, that all their endeavours proved in- 
effe€tual; and the Whigs obtained a confider- 
able majority. 

The earl of Godolphin had hitherto maintain- 
ed a neutrality between the parties; but now, 
obferving the Whigs to predominate, he refo- 
lutely declared in their favour. By his intereft, 
joined to that of the duke of Marlborough, the 
great feal was taken from fir Nathan Wright, 
who by his weak and avaricious conduét, had 
incurred the general contempt of the nation; 
and the office was conferred upon fir William 
Cowper, with the title of lord-keeper. This 
was a lawyer of reputable extraétion, diftin- 
guifhed abilities, engaging manners, and emi- 

*¢ You are miftaken,” replied Peterborough:—‘* Thefe 
* muft be the troops of the Prince of Darmftadt. There 
‘* is but one expedient left to fave your ‘own; allov me 
** freely to enter it with my Englifhmen. [ wil foon 
‘¢ make all quiet, and come back to conclude the capitu- 
“ lation.” Thefe words were utlered with an air of dignity 
andtruth, which joined toa fenfe of prefent danger, in- 
duced the epee to comply. Attended by fome of 
his officers, he haftened into the Rreets, where the licen- 
tious foldiery, but more efpecially the Germans and Ca- 
talans, were pillaging the houfes of the principal inhabit- 
ants, He drove them from their plunder: he obliged them 
to reftore the booty they had feized; and he happily ref- 
cued from their hands the duchefs de Popoli, when on 
the point of being difhonoured, and reftored her to her 
hufband. After having quelled every appearance of dif- 
order in the town, he returned to the gate, and finithed 
the capitulation with the governor, to the utter aftonith- 
ment of the Spaniards, at finding fo much honour and ge- 
nerofity ina people, whom they had hitherto been ac- 
cuftomed to confider only as mercilefs heretics. 
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etice in his profeflion. Mr. John Smith was 
elefted fpeaker of the houfe of commons by a 
very confiderable majority. 

The queen in her fpeeeh to both houfes, faid, 
fhe hoped they were met with a determined re- 
folution to profecute, with vigour, the neceffury 
war in which they were engaged; and fhe flat- 
tered herfelf that the houfe of commons would 
grant her the neceffary fupplies for profecuting 
it with fuccefs; fhe next adverted to the treaty 
in agitation for effeQing an union between the 
two kingdoms. 

This fpeech, which was fuppofed to be com- 

fed by the new lord-keeper, was received 
with applaufe by the whole nation. ‘The two 
houfes prefented addreffes in the warmeft terms 
of duty and affe€tion. 

The Tories, convinced that they had now for- 
feited the favour of their fovereign as well as the 
efteem of the people, fought every opportunity 
of gratifying their malice, to difturb the govern- 
ment, to effe€t the ruin of the oppofite party. 
On the fifteenth of November, while the queen 
was in the upper houfe, lord Haverfham at the 
conclufion op a long fpeech, in which he re- 
fieed on the conduét of the duke of Marl- 
borough and the behaviour of the Dutch, moved, 
that an addrefs fhould be prefented to her ma- 
jefty, defiring her to invite the prefumptive heir 
to the crown of England, to come and refide in 
the kingdom. 

This motion was ftrongly fupported by the 
duke of Buckingham, the earls of Rochefter, 
Nottingham, and Anglefey. They alledged, no 
method could be more effe€tual for fecuring the 
fucceffion, than that of the fucceffor’s refiding 
upon the fpot, ready to aflume and fupport his 
right againft any pretender. The propofal was 
warmly oppofed by the Whigs, who knew it 
was difagreeable to the queen. The queftion 
being then propofed to approve of the original 
motion, it was carried in the negative by a great 
majority. In the courfe of the debate the queen 
heard herfelf treated very illiberally by feveral 
of the Tories, who had formerly profeffed the 
moft inviolablé attachment to her facred perfon. 
The duke of Buckingham, in particular to fhew 


* In this fefion the lords prefented a remonfirance on 
the fubyeé of the navi in which department great mif- 
management prevailed ; but the queen paid little regard to 
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the neceffity of inviting over the fucceffor, ob- 
ferved that the queen might live till fhe was 
twice a child, and be as much enfeebled in her 
mind, as fhe now was in her body. 

The intention of the Tories in making the 
motion was to ruin the Whigs either with the 
queen or with the people. Had they approved 
of the motion, they would have given offence to 
their fovereign; and, by oppofing it, they were 
in danger of incurring the public odium, as ene- 
mies to the Proteftant fucceflion: but the pre- 
tence of the Tories was fo fuperficial, that the 
nation faw through it; and the only effect which 
the motion produced was to expofe that party 
to the refentment of the queen and the averfion 
of the people *. 

The Scottifh parltament had lately tranfmitted 
an addrefs to her majefty, protefting againft any 
further progrefs in the treaty of union, till the 
aét by which they were declared aliens, fhould 
be finally repealed. ‘To remove this obftruction, 
the two houfes now concurrec in repealing that 
act, as well as in taking off the feveral prohibi- 
tions and reftrictions, which had greatly mjured 
and embarraffed the reciprocal trade between 
the two nations. 

An account arriving about this time of the 
fuccefs of the allies in Catalonia, the queen come 
municated the agreeable intelligence in a {peech 
to the parliament, eaprefling her hope, that they 
would enable her to improve the advantage 
which her arms had acquired. The commons 
were fo highly pleafed with the intelligence, that 
they immediately granted two hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds for her majefty’s proportion of 
the expence in profecuting the fucceffes already 
gained by Charles the Third, for recovering the 
monarchy of Spain to the houfe of Auftria. 
On the fifteenth of November the queen gave 
the royal affent to an a€t for exhibiting a bill to 
naturalize the princefs Sophia, elettrel s and 
duchefs dowager of Hanover, and the ifluc of 
her body. 

The Tories had always, when excluded from 
power, raifed a violent clamour, that the church 
was expofed to the moft imminent danger; bur 
never had they infifted upon that tepic with 


thi, addrefs, becaufe it not only affeed admual Churchill, 
the brother of her favourite duke, but a'fo her hufband, 


the lord high admiral. Boyer. Ciaudis » Didates. 
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more earneftnefs, than during their prefent dif- 
grace. It was therefore refolved, that an en- 
quiry fhould be made into the real foundation 
of this clamoyr; and the fixth of December was 
appointed for the purpofe. On that day the 
queen repaired to the houfe of peers, to hear the 
reafonings on this important fubjyect. 

The debate was carried on with intemperate 
warmth in both houfes. In the upper houfe it 
was clofed by a divifion, in which the Whigs 
prevailed by a majority of thirty-one voices ; and 
it was voted (with a proteft for the Tory peers) 
that the church of England, which William IIT. 
had refcued from extreme danger, was at prefent 
in a fafe and flourifhing condition, and that 
whoever afferted to the contrary, was an enemy 
to the queen, the church, and the kingdom. 

The commons, being folicited by the lords to 
concur in this vote, debated the fubjeét with 
warmth. Bromley took the lead in behalf of 
the Tories; but he and his brethren were ably 
anfwered; and, after a long debate, it was re- 
folved, (by a majority of fifty) that the declara- 
tion of the peers fhould be adopted. A joint 
addrefs being afterwards prefented, defiring the 
queen to promulgate the decifion of the two 
houfes on this fubje€t, and threaten al} thofe 
with due punifhment. who fhould reprefent the 
church as infecure, the iffued a proclamation to 
the defired effect *. 

At their next meeting f, a committee of the 
houfe prefented the thanks of the commons to 
the duke of Marlborough, for his eminent fer- 
vices to her majefty and the nation, and for his 
judicious negociation with her allies. To this 
compliment the duke replied, that he entertained 
the moft grateful fenfe of the diftinguifhed ho- 
nour conferred on him by this meffage, and that, 
while he had the fatisfaélion to find his faithful 
endeavours to ferve the queen and the nation, 
fo favourably accepted by the houfe of commons, 
he fhouid difregard the refle€tions of.envy, or of 
private malice. 

So much in favour was this nobleman with 


™* Exclufive of the general purport of this preclama- 


tion, particular nouce wa» taken, near the clofe of it, of 
a violent pamplct publificd by tbe Tories, entitled, 
« The Memortal of the C Lurch of England,” (which had 
slready been burned a» a libel), and orders were given to 
apprehend the printer (David Ldwards), who, being 
esamined by fecretary Harley, declared that the manu- 
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the nation, that, when he. prapofed a loan of five 
hundred thoufand pounds to: the emperor, upon 
a branch of his revenus io Silefa, the money 
was inftantly advanced by the merchants of the 
metropolis. ‘The kingdom enjoyed plenty: the 
people were fatisfied with the government, and 
eager for the profecution of the war: the forces 
were regularly paid: the treafury was pun@tual; 
and, though vaft quantities of coin were export- 
ed for the maintenance of the war, the paper- 
currency fo perfectly fupplied the deficiency, that 
no murmurs were heard, and the public credit 
flourifhed more than in any former period. The 
Jacobites, indeed, attempted to depreciate the 
credit of the paper-money; but ali their endea- 
vours proved ineffectual, and redounded only to 
their own confufion. 

All the funds being eftablifhed, and all the 
bills having received the royal affent, the queen 
repaired to the houfe of peers on the nineteenth of 
March, where, having made a fpeech to both 
houfes, expreffing her perfect approbation of the 
unanimity and difpatch, with which they had con- 
duéted the public bufinefs, and the zeal and 
affe&tion they had manifefted for her fervice, fhe 

rorogued the parliament to the twenty-firft of 

a 


y. 

But the attention of the public was now di- 
reCted to an objeft of infinitely greater impost- 
ance, a treaty for eftablifhing an union between 
England and Scotland. After many ineffe€tual 
endeavours of feveral of our princes, this great 
and important work of effecting an union be- 
tween the two kingdoms was referved for the 
reign of Anne; and the queen having lately, in 
confequence of the power which had been 
granted her by parliament, appointed the com- 
miflioners on both fides, they met at the council- 
chamber of the Cockpit, near Whitehall, on the 
fixteenth of April. 

During thefe tranfattions in Great Britain, the 
allies on the Continent were remarkably fuccefs- 
ful. The French king had determined to exert 
his utmoft efforts in the courfe of this campaign; 


fcript had been brought to him by two female frrangers, 
and that he had delivered the printed copies to four porters 
but that, notwithflanding this fecrec y, hehad reafon to con- 
fider fir Humphrey Mackwortn, and two other members 
of parliament, as the authors of the work, It appears, 
however, that it was principally, if not entirely, written 
by Dr. James Drake. + A, D. 1706, 3 
an 
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and, indeed, at the begianiag of it his armies 
were extremely formidable. He expetted he 
fhould terminate the war in Italy and Catatonia. 
He knew that his forces on the Khine were fu- 
perior to any aumber of troops which the prince 
of Baden could affemble; and he refolved to rein- 
force his army in Flanders, to enable it to act 
effenfively againft the duke of Marlborough. 

That nobleman repaired to Holland in the 
latter end of April; and had feveral conferences 
with the ftates-general. On the twenty-firft of 
May he affembled the army between Borchloen 
and Groes-Waren; and found it amounted to 
feventy-four battalions of foot, and one hundred 
and twenty-three fquadrons of horfe and dra- 
goons, provided with an hundred pieces of can- 
non, twenty hawbitzers, and forty-two pontoons. 
The court of France, underftanding that the 
confederates were not yet joined by the Danifh 
and Pruffian troops; difpatched orders to the 
ele€tor of Bavaria and the marefchal Villeroy to 
attack them, before they could be ftrengthened 
by thefe reinforcements. In confequence of 
which, they paffed the Deule on the nineteenth 
of May, and encamped at Tirlemont, behind the 
Gheet, being confiderably fuperior to the allies 
in number. There they were joined by the 
horfe of the army, commanded by marefchal de 
Marfin, and took poft between Tirlemont and 
Judoigne. 

Elated with this acceffion of ftrength, they 
had, in imagination, already obtained a vi€tary, 
and were only afraid that the duke of Marl- 
borough fhould decline an engagement. Their 
fears, however, were entirely groundlefs. 

On Whitfunday, in the morning, he advanced 
with his army in eight columns towards the vil- 
lage of Ramullies, being by this time ioined by 
the Danes: and here he was furprifed with the 
agreeable news, that the enemy were in march 
to give him hattle. No fooner, however, did 
they perceive the approach of the confederate 
army, than their ardour began to cool; and, re- 
membering what they had fuffered on former 
occafions, refolved to avail themfelves of every 
advantage which the nature of the ground afford- 
ed. They accordingly took poffefiion of a ftrong 
camp, their right extending to the tomb of Hau- 
temont, on the fide of the Mehaigne; their left 
to Anderkuk; while a confiderable number of 
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battalions were pofted in Offuz and Ramillies, 
which laft was near their centre. If this pre- 
caution fecured the enemy, it added freth {pirits 
to the confederate forces; as it was generally 
confidered as an indication of fear. Though It 
rendered the attack more difficult and danger- 
ous, it alfo gave refolution to the affailants. 

The allied army was drawn up in order of 
battle, with the right wing near Foltz, on the 
brook of Yaufe, and the left by the village of 
Franquenies, which the enemy had occupied. 
The duke ordered lieutenant-general Schultz, 
with twelve battalions, twenty pieces of cannon, 
and fome hawhitzers, to begin the aétion, by af- 
faulting the village of Ramillies, which was 
ftrongly fortified with artillery. At the fame 
time, veldt-marefchal Overkirk, on the left, com- 
manded colonel Wermuller, with four battalions 
and two pieces of cannon, to diflodge the ene- 
my’s infantry, pofted among the hedges of Fran- 
quenies ; and both thefe attempts were courage+ 
oufly and fuccefsfully achieved. 

The Dutch and Danith horfe of the left wing 
charged with great valour and intrepidity; but 
were fo warmly received by the troops of the 
French king’s houfehold, that they began to fall 
into confufion, when the duke of Marlborough, 
ordered them to be fupported with the body of 
referve, and twenty fquadrons drawn from the 
right wing, where a morafs prevented them 
from engaging the enemy. .In the mean time, 
he perfonally rallied fome of the broken fqua- 
drons, in order to renew the charge; and here 
he was expofed to the moft imminent danger. 
Having the misfortune while he was leaping a 
ditch, to fall from his horfe, he was inftantly 
furrounded by the enemy, and muft either have 
been killed or taken prifoner, had not a body of 
infantry come feafonably to his affiftance. In 
the a€t of remounting his horfe, the head of 
colonel Brienfield, his gentlemari of the horfe, 
was carried off by a cannon ball, while he held 
the duke’s ftirrup. The reinforcement which 
the duke had ordered, had little occafton to dif- 
play their bravery. Before their arrival the 
Dutch and Danes had returned to the charge, 
and the greater part of the French mufquetaires 
were cut in pieces, 

All the forces pofted in Ramillies were either 
killed or taken, ‘The reft of the saci fre 
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fantry began to retreat in fome order, under co- 
ver of the cavalry on their left wing, which 
formed themfelves in three lines, between Offuz 
and Anderkirk; but the Englifh cavalry, by 
croffing a rivulet, which divided them from the 
enemy, attacked them with fuch impetuofity, 
that they abandoned their infantry, which were 
terribly flaughtered in the vallev of Anderkirk. 
They now retreated on ail fides. The horfe fled 
three different wavs; but were fo clofely pur- 
fued, that moft of them were killed or taken 
prifoners. 

The ele&or of Bavaria and the marefchal de 
Villeroy efcaped with the utmoft dithcultv. Se- 
veral waggons cf the enemv’s vanguard falling 
down ina narrow pais, obitruéted the road in 
fuch a manner, that the baggage and artillery were 
unable to proceed; nor could their troops defile 
in good order. The vi€torious horfe perceiving 
this accident, purfued them fo fiercely, that 
great numbers threw down their arms, and fur- 
reidered themfelves prifoners. The purfuit was 
continued throuch Judoigne, till two in the 
morning, five leagues from the field of battle, 
and within two of Louvaine. 

In a word, never was a victory more com- 
plete. The confederates took all the enemy’s 
baggage and artillery, about one hundred and 
twenty colours and fiandards, feveral pairs of 
kettle drums, fix hundred officers, fix thoufand 
private fuldiers; and about eight thoufand were 
left dead upon the fpor. Prince Maximilian, the 
prince of Monbafon, and many other perfons 
of diltinclion were killed. The lofs of the con- 
federates did not exceed three thoufand men, in- 
cluding prince Lewis of Heffe, and Mr. Ben- 
tinck, who were flain in the aétion. ° 

After this difcomfture of the French army, 
the allies met with no further interruption in 
their conquelts. Thev made themfelves mafters 
of Louvaine, Mechlin, Bruffels, Antwerp, 
Ghent, Oudenarde, Bruges, and other places. 
Oftend, though fecured by a ftrong garrifon, 
was furrendered, after a fiege of ten days. Me- 
nin, fortified according to the moft perfe& rules 
of art, and defended by a garrifon of fix thou- 
fand men, furrendered in three weeks. The 

arrifon of Dendermonde furrendered them- 

Ives prifoners of war; and Acth fubmitted on 
the fame terme. 4 
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The French troops were ruined and difmayed; 
Paris was thrown into the utmoft confternation. 
Lewis affeGted to bear his misfortunes with 
calmnefs and compofure; but the conftraint had 
fuch an effeé&t upon his conftitution, that his phy- 
ficians thought it neceffary to prefcribe frequent 
bleeding, to prevent more fatal confequences, 
At his court no mention was made of military 
tranfattions: all was fulemn, filent, and refery- 
ed; and fuch extreme care was taken to conceal 
the national difgrace, that the duchefs dowager 
of Orleans was obliged to write to her aunt, the 
electrefs of Hanover, to get fatisfaétory intelli- 
gence of the event. 

The Englith fleet continued the whole fum- 
mer in the Mediterranean, and confined the 
French navy inthe harbour of Toulon, They 
fecured Carthagena, which had declared for the 
archduke Charles, now proclaimed king of Spain, 
under the name of Charles 111: they took Ali- 
cant by affault, and the caftle by capitulation: 
and then failing out of the ftreights, one fqua- 
dron was difpat.hed to the Weft Indies, another 
erdered to lie at Lifbon, and the reft returned 
to England. 

The alties were no lefs fuccefsful in Italy than 
in Flanders. The duke of Vendome having 
been called to command in Flanders after the 
battle of Ramillies, the duke of Orleans was 
placed at the head of the army in Piedmont, 
under the dire€tion of the marefchal de Marfin, 
They were ordered to befiege Turin, which they 
accordingly invefted on the thirtieth of May; 
and the operations continued to the feventh of 
September. 

The duke de Fuillade, (a man of courage, 
but without much military knowledge) con- 
ducted the fiege, and having finifhed the lines of 
circumvallation and contravallation, fent his 
quarter-mafter-general with a trumpet, to offer 
paffports and a guard for the removal of the 
duchefs and her children. The duke of Savoy 
replied, that he did not intend to remove his 
family; and the marefchal might begin to exe- 
cute his majelty’s orders when he fhould think 
proper: but, when. the fiege began with vio- 
lence, and the French fired red-hot balls which 
fell near the.palace, the two duchefles, with the 
young prince and princeffes, quitted Turin, and 
withdrew to Quirafco, from whence they were 

conducted 


ANNE, 


condutted inte the territories of Genoa. The 
duke of Vendome, before he left Italy, had fe- 
cured all the fords of the Adige, the Mintio, 
and the Oglio, and drawn fuch lines and in- 
trenchments, as, he fuppofed, would effectually 
prevent the Imperial general from arriving in 
fime to the relief of Turin. But the prince 
broke through all thefe obftruétions, paffed four 
great rivers in {pite of the enemy, and reached 
the neighbourhood of Turin on the thirteenth 
of Augutt. ; 

When prince Eugene approached Turin, the 
duke of Orleans propofed to leave the intrench- 
ments, and give him battle; and the prepofal 
was approved by all the general officers, except 
Marfin, who finding it difficult to eftablifh his 
opinion, produced an order from the French 
king, ftriétly prohibiting fuch a refolution.. 

On the feventh of September, the confede- 
sates advanced towards the intrenchments of the 
French, in eight columns, through a terrible 
fire from forty pieces of artillery, and were drawn 
up in order of battle within half-cannon thot of 
the enemy. They marched forward to the 
charge with furprifing refolution, and met with 
fuch 4 warm reception, as feemed greatly to 
impede their progrefs. Prince Eugene, obferv- 
ing this check, drew his fword, and putting 
himfelf at the head of the battalions on the left, 
attacked the intrenchments, which he forced at 
the firft affault. The duke of Savoy performed 
the fame fervice in the center, and on the right 
near Lufcingo, The horfe advanced through 
the intervals of the foot, left for that, purpofe; 
end rufhing in with impetuofity, completed the 
confufion of the enemy, who were routed on 
all fides, and fled with the utmoft precipitation 
to the other fide of the Po, while the duke of 
Savoy entered his capital m triumph. 

The duke of Orleans behaved with great 
gallantry and courage; and received feveral 
wounds in the aAliqn. Marefchal de Marfn 
was taken prifoner, his thigh being fhattered 
with a ball, and died in a few hours after the 
amputation. Of the French army about feven 


* The lofs of the confederates did not amount to three 
thoufand men killed or difabled ig the action, befides 
sbout two thoufand of the garrifon of Turin, who hd 
falien during the courfe of the fiege. This was fo tere 
sible a blow to the intereft of Lewiq that madame ce 
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thoufand were killed upon the fpot: three hun 
dred officers and about eight thoufand private 
men were taken, together with two hundred 
and fifty pieces of cannon, a hundred and eight 
mortars, five thoufand beafts of burden, ten thou- 
fand horfes belonging to thirteen regiments of 
dragoons, and the mules of the commiffary- 
general fo richly laden, that this part of the 
booty alone was eftinrated at three millions of 
livres *. 

But the fpirits of the French were a little ele- 
vated in confequence of an advantage gained, 
about this time, by the count de Medavi, who 
commanded a body of their troops in the Man- 
tuan territories. He furprized the prince of 
Heffe in the neighbourhood of Caftiglione, and 
obliged him to retreat to the Adige, with the 
lofs of two thoufand men. 

The court of Verfailles magnified this incon- 
fiderable victory to fuch an excefs, as to declare 
it fufficient to balance their fignal retreat before 
Turin. But the folly of thefe pretences was foort 
apparent: the duke of Orleans retired into Dau~ 
phiné, while the French garrifons were f{peedily 
expelled from all the places they poffeffed in 
Piedmont and Italy, except Cremona, Valenza, 
and the caftle of Milan, which were blocked up 
by the confederates. 

On the Rhine, the military tranfaétions of the 
year were of little importance. Though the 
French had affembled a numerous hott for the 
invafion of Germany, the neceflity of recalling 
a confiderable part of it, for the augmentation 
of their diminifhed force in the Netherlands, fo 
weakened Villars, that, after he had retaken 
Druffenheim and Haquenau, he remained in- 
active. The prince of Baden, at the fame time, 
was too weak to take advantage of the reduc- 
tion of the marefchal’s army. e prince did 
not long furvive the termination ol the Calite 
paign; dying in the fifty-fecond year of his age, 
with the charater of an able general; though 
his reputation had not only been eclipfed by 
the fame of Marlborough and Eugene, but had 
been injured by the occafional languor of his 


Maintenen would not fuffer him to be fully informed of 
the ftate of his affairs. It was only intimated to hom that 
the duke of Orleans had raifed the tiege of Turin at the 
approach of prince on ay but he knew that his owp 
army had been defeated and deftroy ed, 
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operations. which his enemies malicioufly im- 
puted to treachery. 

Lewis, now become wearv of the war, conde- 
fcended tu apply for a ceffation of hoftilities. 
He requefted the elector of Bavaria to write 
letters in his name to the duke of Marlborough, 
and the deputies of the States General, containing 
propofals for opening a congrefs, He had al- 
readv tampered with the Dutch in a formal me- 
matial prefented by the marquis d’Allegre. He 
alfo folicited the Pope to interpofe in his favour. 
He offered to cede either Spain and the Weft 
Indies, or Milan, Naples, and Sicily to king 
Charles: to give up a barrier to the Dutch in 
the Netherlands, and to indemnify the duke of 
Savoy for the ravages, which had been com- 
mitted in his country. 

In thefe propofals, however, his fincerity was 
fufpetted; befides the confederates could not 
be fuppofed to be fatisfied with only half of 
what was confidered as the original obje&t of 
the war; the recovery of the whole Spanifh mo- 
narchy to the houfe of Auftria. The propofals, 
therefore, were rejected; and the allies refolved 
to exert themfelves with redoubled vigour in 
the enfuing campaign. The duke of Marlbo- 
rough, having had feveral conferences with the 
States Gereral, and fettled a plan for continu- 
ing the Heflian troops in Italy, in purfuance of 
the requeft of the duke of Savoy, embarked for 
Engiand, and a:rived at London on the eigh- 
tecnth of November. 

The Engtith parliament affembled on the third 
of Decemuer, the queen, in her addrefs to both 
houfes, cxpreffed her hopes that the#were met 
with Leatts imprefled witn a grateful fenfe of the 
gluricus fucceties, with which it had pleafed 
the Almighty to blefs her arms, and thofe of her 
allies in the courfe of this campaign; and with 
ferious and fteadv refolutions to improve the ad- 
vantages thev had gained, till they fhould reap 
the cefied fruit of them in an honourable and 
perman:t.t peace: and that fhe hoped they 
would giant her fuch fupplies as would enable 
her to profecute the enfuing campaign with as 
much vig uras the former. b 

This fpeech was received with applaufe by 
both huufis, who, in two days after, prefented 
to her majefty addrefles of thanks, They next 
proceeded to the coufideration of the fupply, 
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and, having examined their eftimiites, in lefs than 
a week, voted near fix millions for the fervice 
of theenfuing year. In reviewing the accounts, 
however, fome difficulties arofe. It appeared 
that the extraordinary fupplies for the fupport 
of king Charles of Spain, exceeded the fums 
granted by parliament, by upwards of eight 
hundred thoufand pounds. It was alledged, 
that it might be attended with dangerous cpn- 
fequences, if a miniftry could thus contraét a 
national debt, and expett the parliament to dif- 
charge it. 

To this it was anfwered, that if any thing had 
been raifed without neceflity, or mifapplied, on 
pretence of ferving the public, it was certainly 
reafonable to inveftigate the matter, and pu- 
nith thofe who fhould appear to be guilty; bur, 
as this exper:ce was incurred to improve ad- 
vantages, at a time when the caufes could not 
be communicated to parliament, the miniitry 
ought rather to be applauded for their zeal, than 
reprimanded for their liberality. The queftion 
being called for, the majority voted, that thofe 
fums had been expended for the prefervation of 
the duke of Savoy, for the fupport of king 
Charles againft the common enemy, and for the 
fafety and honour of the nation. 

When the {peaker prefented the money-bills, 
he informed her majefly, that, as the glorious 
vilory obtained by the duke of Marlborough, 
was fo furprifing, that the battle occurred be- 
fore the armies could be fuppofed to be in the 
field; fo was‘it equally furprifing, that the com- 
mons had granted fupplies to her majefty, be- 
fore the enemy could well know that the par- 
liament was fitting. This nobleman was again 
honoured with the thanks of both houfes. The 
lords prefented an addrefs to the queen, be- 
feeching her to entail his honours on his pofte- 
rity. An a€t was paffed for this purpofe: and, 
in confequence of another addrefs from the 
commons, a penfion of five thoufand pounds to 
be paid out of the poft-office, was fettled upon 
him and his defcendants, 

The lords and commons, having adjourned to 
the feventh of January, the queen clofed the 
year with triumphal proceffions. As the ftand- 
ards and enfigns*taken at Blenheim bad been 
aia in Weftminfter Hall, thofe which had 

en brought from the field of Ramillies, were 
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difplayed in Guildhall as trophies of that vic- 
tory. On the laft day of December, which had 
been appointed for a general thank{giving, the 
queen, attended bv the two houfes of parlia- 
ment, the great officers, of ftate, the judges and 
ether public officers, paffed in proceffion to St. 
Paul’s cathederal, where fhe heard a fermon, 
preached by the bifhop of Salifbury, who after- 
wards received the thanks of the commons, for 
his appropriate difcourfe. 

The union of England and Scotland, under 
one lepiflature, which had been fo often at- 
tempted in vain, was at lalt accomplifhed, atter 
Jong and intemperate debates between the com- 
miffioners of the two kingdoms; and, in con- 
fequence of it, all difputes concerning the S.ottith 
crown were fortunately prevented, 

The principal articles in that celebrated treaty 
are to the following purport: ‘* that the Two 
“ kingdoms of ENGL anpD and ScoTLanp fhall 
“< be united into onE, by the name of GREAT 
« BRITAIN; = 

“ That the succession to the united king- 
“dom, fhall on the death of her majefty, be 
“ vefted in the princefs Sopnia, duchefs dow- 
“ ager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body, 
“ being Protefants—And that all Papifis, and 
« perfons marrying Papifis, thall be excluded 
“ trom, and tor ever rendered incapable of inhe- 
 riti.gtheCrownofGreat Britarn,orany 
« part of the dominions thereunto belonging; 

That the whole people of Great Britain 
“ thall be reprefented by onz and the fame 
“ parliament, in which /-r/een peers, and forty- 
«“ five commoners, chofen for ScorL AnD, fhall 
“ be empowered to /it and vote. 

“ That the /ubjecis of the united kingdom 
fhall enjoy an entire freedom and intercourfe 
of trade and navigation, and reciprocal com- 
munication of all other rights, privileges, and 
advantages, belonging to the {ubjetts of either 
‘* kingdom; and be under the fame prohibi- 


€ 


ry 


Cf?) 


nw 


* Theugh this treaty, all circumftances confidered, was 
neither didionourable not difadvantageous to Scouland, yet 
it was zealoufly oppofed, not onl by the adhe: ents of the 
excluded far ily, whufe particular intereit it was to ob- 
ftrnét fuch « meafure but alfo by many independent mem- 
bers of the Scottith parliament, on principle. of mere pa- 
triolifm. Ofthofe, the moft tirm and retolute was Andrew 
Fletcher of Saltoun; a man of a cultivated genius, of a 
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* tions, reftriftions, and regulations, with re- 
 fpe& to commerce and cuftoms. 

“ That the laws refpeCting public right, po- 
licy, and civil government, fhall be the fame 
throughout the whole united kingdum; but 
that no alteration fhall be made in the laws 
refpefting private rights, unlefs for the evi-- 
dent utility of the subjects refiding in Scot- 
land ; 

“ That the righfs and privileges of the Roy AL 
BOROUGHS In ScoTLanD thall not be af- 
fe€ted by the unION; 

“ That the court of SESSION, of COL- 
LEGE Of JusTIcE, with all the other courts 
of judicature in SCOTLAND, fhall remain as 
“ conflituled by the laws of that kingdom, and 
with the fame au/hority and privileges as be- 
“fore the uN1oN; fubjeét, however, to fuch 
“ reoulations as fhould be made by the partia- 
«© ment ot GreA1 Britain.” 

Befides thefe general and permanent articles, 
it was particularly ftipulated, that the fum of: 
three hundred nine'y-eight thoufand and eighty- 
five pounds ten fhillings, granted by the Englifh 
parliament, fhould be paid to &cotland, as an 
equivalent for that augmentation of the cuftoms 
and excife, which was become neceflary “ for 
“ preferving an equality of trade throughout the 
* united kingdom,” and which would be appli- 
cable towards the payment of the public debt of 
England, contraéted before the union; this. 
fum to be applied, partly towards the extixc- 
tion of the national debt of ScorLann, partly 
towards the indemnification of the adventurers 
mn the African, and Ixpran, or Darien 
Company; and the refidue, after the reim- 
burfement of fuch individuals as might fuffer by 
the reduction (or rather elevation) of the coin of 
SCOTLAND to the fandard and value of the 
Englith coin, in encouraging fifheries and ma- 
nufactures in that kingdom *. 

The firft of May was appointed as a day of 
public 
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warm temper, courage, eloquence, and incorruptible in- 
tegri'y. Finding all his effort. inefeCtual, to prevent the 
pafling of the AG of Union, and fuppofing it impofhble 
that a majority of his countrymen could ever have been 
induced to confcnt to the annihilation of their ancient 
monarchy without the influence of Englith gold, he re- 
foxed to quit the kiigdim, that he might not thare in 
their reproach, by condefcending fo far as to live among: 

. them, 
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public thank{giving, and it was ftriétly ob“erved, 
with a decent folemnity, all over the kingdom, 
Congratulatory addreffes were prefented by the 
different counties and corporations of England ; 
but the univerfity of Oxtord faid nothing upon 
the occahion; and the Scots were equally fient. 
This omifhon induced the inhabitants of Brack- 
ley in Northamptonthire, to obferve, in their 
addrefs, that they would willingly have refrained 
from difturbing her majefly amidft her weighty 
concerns for the liberties of Europe, had they 
not been afraid, that the malice of the world 
might have unjuftly confounded them with fome 
of fer miftaken fubje&ts; who, though enjoying 
an equal, if not a fuperior fhare of the benefits 
of the union, had, by their total filence, fufh- 
ciently difcovered their difapprobation of what 
her majeftv had declared to be the greateft glory 
of her reign *, 

The Whigs imagined, that after the fervices 
they had rendered to their country, and the af- 
furances of fupport they had received from her 


majeity, they might reafonably expe& that one” 


of the fecretaries, at Jeaft, fhould be a man in 
whom they couH confide. They therefore in- 
fitted that either Mr. Harley or fir Charles 
Hedges, the two prefent fecretaries, fhould be 
difmified, and that his department fhould be 
occupied by the earl of Sunderland. Hedges 
accordingly was deprived of his office, and t 
earl of Sunderland fubftituted in his place. 


then. On the day of his departure. his friends intreat- 
ed him to ftay, exclaiming, “ Will you forlake your 
“ country?” He farcaftically replied, ‘with a look of in- 
dignant contempt, * It is me fit for the flaves who fold 
« at!” then leaped into his faddle, and put fpurs to his 
horfe; leaving the whole y ftruck with a mo- 
mentary humiliation, and (blind to the extravagance of 
his conduct) at a lofs which moft to admire, the pride of 
his virtue or the elevation of his fpirit. 

That fome of the evils, prognofticated by the Scottith 
patriots at the union, have fince overtaken their coun- 
trymen, cannot be degied: particularly the acceumula- 
t:on of taxes, in confequence of the growth of the Enghth 
national debt, and the multiplication of the herd of in- 
folent revenue officers. Yet have the Scots, from that 
@ra, enjoyed more inels, as a people, and rifen to 
more wealth and confequence, as individuals, than they 
could poffibly have attained in their difunited Rate. 

Nor has England reafon to complsin of the union. 
Inftead of turbulent neighbours, the has gained, by com- 
soupigating her privileges to the Scots, hardy foldiers to 
‘—! er; battles, and induftsious workmen im every 
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* Among other means adopted by the Tories to pre- 
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The allies had gamed fuck a thanifeft fie. 
riority in the former campaign, that they had’ 
fanguine hopes from the operations of the pre- 
fent: but, from a variety of difaftrous circume 
flances, the event did not anfwer their expeéta- 
tion. Though the Englifh and Dutch had re- 
jeGted the offers which had been tendered them 
by the enemy, the emperor was fo apprehenfive 
that they would engage in a feparate treaty, 
that he refolved to attend to his own intereft; 
and abfotutely concluded a capitulation with 
Lewis, by which the Milanefe was evacuated, 
and that monarch was left at hberty to employ 
the forces, which guarded that Duchy, in op- 
pofing the allies in Spain and the Netherlands. 

In the early past of the year the confederate 
generals in Catalonia, held a confultation, to con- 
cert the operations of the enfuing campaign. 
The earl of Peterborough, who had retired to 
Italy, tranfmitted his opinion in writing, ir 
which he advifed them to continue on the de- 
fenfive, and fecure the territories which they 
had already acquired. But it was the general 
Opinion, that they fhould undertake an offenfve 
war, purfue the enemy, and offer them battle 
whenever they fhould appear. 

Accordingly, the army was affembied at Cau- 
dela, to the number of about fifteen thoufand 
men, under the command ef the uis das 
Minas, affifted by the earl of Galway and other 
general officers. A few days afterwards they 


vent the union, was that of employing a fet of infamma~ 
tory writers to alarm the nation with apprehentions of 
the church’s danger, and to traduce the condu@ of the 
minifters; and this licentioufnefs had been exercifed to 
fo great a degree, that it became neceflary to reftrain it 
by fome proper feverities. Dr. Jofeph Brown was thrice 
pilloried for fome verfes entitled, “ The Country Par- 
© fon’s Advice to the Lord Keeper,” and a letter which 
he addreffed to Mr. fecretary Horley. Wilkam Stephens, 
re@or of Sutton in Surry, was fentenced to the fame pussi(he 
ment, as author of a pamphict, called, ‘‘ A Letter to the 
« Author of the Memorial of the Church of England;” 
but, in confideration of his being in holy orders, the ex- 
ecution of the fentence was remitted. Edward Ward 
was exhibited in the pillory for having written a bur- 
lefqae poem on the a and the government, under 
the title of * Hudibras Redivivus,” and the fame punith- 
ment wae isfliGed on William Pitts, author of a | aol 
formance, entitled, “ The Cafe of the Church of Enge 
land's Mamerial fakly flated.” George Sawbsidge 
too, the publither of the fatter, was slfufined (ix hundred 
peunde, and ordered to be brought by the maziha! of the 
een’s bench prifon "to afl the courts in Weftminiters 

Pal, with a paper on his breaft denoting his offence. 
began 
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began their march towards Yecla, and laid fiege 
to the caftle of Villena; but receiving intelli- 
gence that the duke of Berwick was in the 
neighbourhood, they advanced in four columns 
towards the town of Almanza, where the enemy 
were drawn up in order of battle, their number 
being greatly fapeies to that of the allies, 

The battle commenced about two in the af- 
fernoon, and the whole front of each army was 
earneftly engaged: ‘The Englifh and Dutch 
{quadrons on the left, commanded by the earl 
of Galway, and fupported by the Portuguefe 
of the fecond line, were overpowered after a 
very gallant and obftinate refiftance. The center 
commanded by general Erle, and compofed 
chiefly of battalions from Great Britain and Hol- 
land, compelled the enemy to give way, and 
drove the firft upon the fecond line; but the 
Portuguefe cavalry on the right, conducted by 
the marquis das Minas, being broke at the firft 
charge, their infantry fled with precipitation: 
the Englifh and Dutch troops being left naked 
in the flanks, were inftantly furrounded, and at- 
tacked on every fide. In this dreadful fitua- 
tion they threw themfelves into a hollow fquare, 
and retired from the field of battle. Had they 
been able to make good their retreat, the enemy 
would have had little reafon to boaft of the vic- 
tory; for the lofs on both fides was nearly equal. 
But their men were now exhaufted with fatigue, 
and all their ammunition was expended; they 
were ignorant of the country, abandoned by their 
horfe, deftitute of provifions, and cut off from 
all profpeéts of fupply. Influenced by thefe 
difcouraging confiderations, they capitulated and 
furrendered themfelves prifoners of war, to the 
amount of thirteen battalions. The Portuguefe, 
and part of the Englifh horfe, with the infantry 
that guarded the bazgege, retreated to Alcira, 
where they were foon after joined by the earl of 
Galway, with fome f{quadrons of dragoons, 
which he had brought from the field of battle*. 

The enemy however did not improve the vic- 
tory they had obtained. The duke of Berwick 


* Above two thoufand of the allied army were killed 
upon the fpol; and among thefe brigadier Killigrew, the 
colonels Koper, Laurence, Dormer, Deloches, Green, Au- 
ftin, Mac-Neal, Woolet, Withers, Ramfey, and Erfkine. 
Theearl of Galway, who charged in perfon at the head 
ef Guifcard’s dragoons, received a deep cut in his face, 
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was fuperfeded in command by the duke of Or- 
leang, who arrived in the camp a few days after 
the engagement. This prince feemed to en- 
tertain fome private views, and inftead of ha- 
raffing the difpirited allies, began a fecret nego- 
ciation with the earl of Galway, during which 
the two armies lay ina¢tive on the banks of the 
Cinea. He concluded the campaign with the 
fiege of Lerida, which capitulated after a very 
brave refiftance. In the beginning of November 
the troops on both fides were ordered into winter 

quarters. j 

The allies, ' though lefs unfortunate, were 
equally unfuccefsful in other quarters. A plan 
had been formed in the courfe of the winter, for 
the conqueft of Toulon, by the troops of the 
emperor and the duke of Savoy, fupplied with 
a large fum of meney by queen Anne, and af- 
fifted by the combined fleets of England and 
Holland, under the command of fir Cloudefley 
Shovel. The fcheme was concerted with great 
fagacity, and might probably have fucceeded, 
had not the emperor, regardlefs of the repeated 
remonftrances of the maritime powers, divided 
his forces in Italy, by detaching a confiderable 
body through the ecclefiaftical ftate towards 
Naples, of which he made himfelf mafter with- 
out difficulty. A confiderable number of re- 
cruits which had been raifed for the Imperial 
forces in Italy, were aifo detained in Germany, 
from an apprehenfion of the king of Sweden, 
who ftill continued in Saxony, and feemed in- 
duftrioufly to feck a pretence for coming to a 
rupture with the emperor. 

Notwithftanding thefe difcouragements, the 
duke of Savoy and prince Eugene paffed the 
Var on the eleventh of July, at the head of an 
army of thirty thoufand men, and advanced di- 
re€tly towards Toulon, whither the artillery and 
ammunition were tranfported on board the com- 
bined fquadrons. ‘They foon became matters of 
the eminences which commanded the city, and, 
the ordnance being landed, ereéted their bat- 
teries. From thefe they began to cannonade 


having before loft his right hand with which he might 
otherw ife have parried the blow. The marquis das Minas 
was run House the arm, and faw his favourite lady, 
who fought in the habit of an Amazon flain by his fide: 
lord Mark Ker, Mr, O’Hara, fon of lord Tyrawley, and 
the colonels Clayton and Pierce were wounded, 
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and bombard, while the fleet attacked and re- 
duced two forts at the entrance of the Mole; 
and co-operated in the fiege with their great 
guns and bomb-ketches. The garrifon was 
numerous, and defended the place with great 
bravery. Having funk fhips in the entrance to 
the Mole, they continued a moft furious fire 
from the ramparts, and made frequent and def- 
perate fallies: they even drove the befiegers from 
one of their pofts with confiderable lofs: and in 
this laft attack, a prince of Saxe-Gotha, who 
commanded the poft, was unfortunately killed. 
The French king, alarmed at the progrefs of 
his enemies, made aftonithing efforts to raife 
the fiege. He caufed troops to advance to- 
wards Toulon, from every part of his dominions. 
He countermanded the forces that were on their 
march to improve the victory of Almanza: he 
recalled a confiderable number of battalions 
from the army commanded by Villars on the 
Rhine; and he declared the duke of Burgundy 


fhould be fent at the head of a powerful army 


to the relief of Toulon. The duke of Savoy 
hearing of thefe preparations, and fearing his 
paffage fhould be intereepted, refolved at laft to 
abandon the enterprize. He therefore retreated 
to his own country without moleftation. Soon 
after he undertook the fiege of Suza, the gar- 
rifon of which fubmitted at difcretion. By this 
conqueft he not only fecured the avenue into 
his own dominions, but alfo opened to himfelf 
a free paffage into Dauphiné. 

The attempt upon Toulon, though unfuc- 
cefsful, contributed much to diftrefs the enemy. 
Eight of their fhips of the line were bumed in 
the harbour: twenty were funk in the entrance 
to the Mole, few of which could ever be re- 
covered: feveral magazines, and upwards of 
one hundred and fixty houfes were demolifhed 
in the city: and the devaftations committed in 
Provence were eftimated at thirty millions of 
livres: the French in general were feized with 
greater terror than they had ever experienced 
fince the commencement of the prefént reign. 

The expedition, however, was attended with 
@ moft lamentable difafter to great Britain, as 


* The death of the admical was particularly lamente1. 
His visiues as a man, were equal to his proleihona! m -. 
sits. The queen tcitified ter regret for nis catattrophe, 
nad her defire of flimulating otheis to an umutation of has 
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well in the lofs of feveral fhips of war, as in the 
unhappy fate of fir Cloudefley Shovel, who was 
drowned in his return. That gentleman having 
left a fquadron with fir Thomas Dilkes for the 
Mediteranean fervice, fet fail for England with 
the reft of the fleet, and was in foundings on 
the twenty fecond of O&ober. 

About eight o’clock at night, his own hip, 
the Affociation, ftruck upon the rocks of Scilly, 
called The Bifhop and his Clerks, and perifhed 
with every perfon on board. This was alfo the 
fate of the Eagle and the Romney: the Fire- 
brand” was dafhed in pieces on the rocks; but 
the captain and twenty-four men faved them- 
felves in the boat: the Phoenix was driven afhore, 
and happily all the crew preferved: the Royal 
Anne was faved by the prefence of mind and 
uncommon dexterity of fir George Byng and his 
men, who fet their top-fails, when they were 
almoft within a fhip’s length of the rocks; the 
St. George, commanded by lord Durfley, was 
driven on the fame rock which had proved fo 
fatal to the admiral: and the fame wave which 
beat out the Affociation’s lights, fet the St, 
George afloat. 

The admiral’s body being caft afhore, was 
ftripped by the country people, and buried in 
the fand; but was afterwards difcovered and 
conveyed to Plymouth, when it was conveyed 
to London, and interred in Weftminfter Abbey ; 
where a noble monument was ere€ted to the 
memory of this gallant officer, as a mark of gra- 
titude for the fignal fervices which he had ren- 
dered to his country. Though of humble origin 
in the county of Suffolk, by the force of his per- 
fonal merit alone, without any particular patron, 
he raifed himfelf to the higheft ftation in the 
navy *, 

On the Upper Rhine the allies were unfuccefs- 
ful. The prince of Baden was dead, and the 
German army fo inconfiderable, that it could 
not defend the lines of Buhl againft the maref- 
chal de Villars, who at the head of forty {qua- 
drons and ten battalions, broke through a work 
which was efteemed the rampart of Germany, 
defeated a body of horfe, reduced Raftadt, raifed 


example, by orderitig a monument to bs ereRed over 
his remains, wisch, having been found on the coak, 
were conveyed to the metropolis, and interred in the 
abowy of Weftminiter ‘ 
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the city of Etlingen to the amount of three 
millions and nine Pundred thoufand livres, took 
Stutgard and Schorndorf, and routed three thou- 
fand Germans, intrenched at Lorch, under the 
command of general Janus, who was taken pri- 
foner in the aétion. The Imperial army retired 
to Hailbron, and the command of it, at the 
preffing inftances of the allies, was aflumed by 
the eleCtor of Hanover. 

The king of Sweden ftill coftinued in Ger- 
many; and his intentions were fo fuccefsfully 
concealed, that the allies began to be alarmed at 
his prefence. It was therefore thought necef- 
fary to fend fome perfon of penetration, to dive 
into his real intentions; and the duke of Marl- 
borough was fixed upon for that purpofe. Ac- 
cordingly, in the montli of April, the duke fet 
out from the Hague for Leipfick, with a letter 
from the queen to Charles; and, being admitted 
to an audience*, is faid to have addrefled him 
in the following terms: “ Sire, I prefent to your 
“ majefty a letter, not from the chancery, but 
© the heart of the queen, my miftrefs, and writ- 
“ ten with her own hand. Had not her fex 
prevented her from taking fo long a journey, 
* fhe would have crofled the fea, to behold a 
« prince admired by the whole univerfe. I 
“ efteem myfelf happy in having the honour of 
“ affuring your majefty of my regard; and I 
“ fhould rejoice, if my affairs would permit me 
“ to learn, under fo great a general as your ma- 
“ jefty, what I am yet a ftranger to, of the art 
of wart.” 

To this ftudied compliment, the king is faid to 
have anfwered, that the queen of Great Bri- 
tain’s letter and the perfon of her ambaffador 
were both very acceptable to him: that he 
fhould always have the utmoft regard for the in- 
terpofition of her Britannic majefty, and the in- 
terefts of the grand alliance: that it was with 
extreme relu€tance he had been obliged to give 
the leaft offence to any of the powers engaged 
in the confederacy; but that his excellency 


* Monfieur de la Motraye mentions the following re- 
markable incident, relating to this affair. The duke hav- 
ing demanded an audience of count Piper, and arriving at 
the quarters of that nobleman pracifely at the time ap- 
pointed, was informed, that the count was bufy, and was 


therefore obliged to wait half an hour before the Swedith : 
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muft be fenfible, that he had juft reafon for 
bringing his troops into that country: that, never- 
thelefs, his grace might affure the queen, that he 
intended to depart from it as foon as he had ob- 
tained the fatisfa€tion he demanded: and that, 
in the mean-time, he fhould carefully avoid every 
thing that might tend to the prejudice of the 
common caufe in general, or the Proteftant re- 
ligion in particular, of which he fhould always 
glory to be a zealous proteétor. The fincenity, 
however, of this declaration has been called in 
qgueftion. The French court is faid to have 
gained over his minifter, count Piper, to their 
intereft. It is certain, that he induftrioufly fought 
for a ground of quarrel with the emperor, and 
treated him with great haughtinefs, till he had 
compelled him to comply with the whole of his 
demand. The duke of Marlborough repaired 
to Frankfort, where he had a conference with 
the ele€tors of Hanover, Mentz, and Palatine, 
refpe€ting the operations of the enfuing cam- 
aign: he then returned to the Hague, and, 
having fettled the neceflary meafures with the 
deputies of the States General,efet fail for Eng- 
land, where he arrived on the fecond of No- 
vember. 

The attention of the public was now en- 
grofled by domeftic tranfaftions. The Whigs 
had, for fome time, engroffed much of the fa- 
vour and confidence of the queen, and poffeffed 
the principal fhare of the adminiftration ; and 
indeed, the fervices they had rendered to their 
country were fo great, and the attachment they 
had difcovered to the government was fo fincere, 
that they well merited this honourable diftinc- 
tion. The Tories, however, were chagrined at 
being thus eclipfed by their political rivals, aud 
exerted all their efforts to undermine them. The 
perfon under whofe aufpices they principally 
ated, was Mr. Harley, fecretary of ftate, who 
had been exalted to that important dignity by 
the intereft of the duke of Marlborough and 
lord Godolphin, who, being defcended of a 
Prefbyterian family, fuppofed him to be a fteady 


minifter came down to receive him: that, when he ap- 
ee at laft, the duke alighted from his coach, put on 
is hat, paffed the count without faluting him, and went 
afide to the wall, where, having cohtinued fome time, he 
returned, and accofted him with the moft polite adurefs. 
+ Lamberti, vol. iv, 
Whig, 
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Whig, and were not corivinced ofthe fatal mif- 
take till after long experience. This man was 
afifted ir! his infidious defigns by one Mrs. Ma- 
fham, a bed:chamber-woman to the queen, and 
a near relation of the duchefs of Marlborough, 
who had refcued her from indigence and ob{cu- 
rity, f{upported her for fome time in her own 
family, recommended her to the fervice of her 
majefty; and who now met with the return, 
which the gencrous too frequently receive from 
the ungrateful, to be undermined and fupplant- 
ed by the perfon, whom fhe had thus raifed 
from indigence. 

Thefe fycophants were perpetually endea- 
vouring to perfuade her majefty, that fhe was 
held in a flavith fubjection by the Whigs, and 
was, in effect, but a cvpher in the government: 
that the Tories were her only fincere friends: 
that they were all attached to her perfon and 
government: that there was not a jecahie in 
the nation; and that fhe could never reign with 
comfort and independence till fhe delivered her- 
felt from the hands of the Whigs, nd entrufted 
her important affairs to the management of the 
Tories. 

The Tories, though they thought themfelves 
fecure of the queen’s regard, were notwith- 
ftanding afraid of a powertul oppvtition from 
the prefent parliament, which was principally 
compofed of Whigs; and theretore refulved to 
bring it to a period with all poflible expeditiun. 
The parliament had alreaay fat two years; and, 
accordiny to the tiennial inftituticn, it had only 
another year to fit. But as it had been revived, 
on account of its being the firft parliament ot 
Great Britain, it was generally fuppoied to be 
anew parliament. The Tories maintained the 
former affertion, the Whigs the latter. The 
Whigs poffetling fuperior intereft, were able to 
accomplith their po.nt. 

On the twenty-third of O€obcr, the firft par- 
Jiament of Great Britain afflembled at We ftmin- 
fler, when the queen particularly mentioned the 
prefent fiate of affairs, and enumerated our fuc- 
ceffes and difappointments: and that the hoped 
a faithful application of the fums granted her 
by former parliameits, the apparent neceflity 
of continuing the war, the reatonable profpcat 
of bringing it to a {peedv and happy conc.uhon, 
and the honour of the parliament of Great Bri- 
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tain, would be fully fufficient to induce thens 
to grant the fupplies neceffary for the enfuing 
campaign. 

The commons cheerfully granted the fupplies 
for the fervice of the enfuing year, amounting 
to about fix millions. They alfo introduced a 
bill for repealing the Scottifh a& of fecurity, and 
that refpeGting peace and war, which had ex- 
cited much jealoufy in the Englith nation. They 
likewife refolved, that there fhould be but one 
privy council in the kingdom of Great Britain: 
and that the militia of Scotland fhould be put 
upon the fame footing with that of England. 

The Tories were now become jealous of the 
duke of Mailborough, whom they confidered 
as one of the {trong pillars of the Whig minifiry; 
they refolsed theretore to prevent him, if poffible, 
from acquiring any addition to his fame. The earl 
of Rochefter faid, he remembered a maxim of 
the old duke of Schomberg, “ that attacking 
“ France in the Netherlands, was like taking a 
“ bull by the horns.” Ile therefore propated 
that the allics fhould ftand on the defenfive in 
Flanders, and detach fiom thence fifteen or 
twenty thoufand men into Catalonia. 

In anfwer to this infidious propofal, the duke 
of Marlborough obferved, that moft of the forts 
in the Spanifh dominions might be eafity de- 
tended by a fingle battalion; but the great 
towns in Brabant, which he had conquered, 
could not be preferved without twenty times 
the force: and that, if the French, trom their 
fuperiority in point of numbers, fhould gain any 
advantage in Fianders, the diftontented party 
in Holland, which was very confiderable, and 
already complained of the war, would not fail 
to cry aloud for peace. The lords, fully fatis- 
fied with tie conduét of the duke, terminated 
the debate. 

About this time a difcovery was made of fome 
inflances of treachery, which reficéted feverely 
on the chara€ter of Mr, Harley. William Gregg, 
an inferior clerk in the fecretary’s office, was 
deteéied in a correfpondence with monfieur de 
Chamillard, the French king’s minifter. He 
was immediately commilted to Newgate; to- 
gether with Jobn Bara and Alexander Valicre, 
who had been emploved by Harley to bring in- 
telligence from France; but, inftead of per- 
forming that fervice to their country, had be- 

trayed 
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trayed the intentions of the Englifh to the 
enemy. Soon after Claude: Baude, fecretary to 
the duke of Savoy’s minideer} was, at the requeft 
of‘his mafter, taken ito cuftody, for traiterous 
practices againtt ber mnajefty and her government*. 

A committee ef feven lords being appointed 
to examine thefe delinquents, made a report to 
the houfe, which was prefented to the queen in 
an addrefs, importing that Gregg had difco- 
vered fecrets of ftate to the French minifter: 
that Valiere and Bara were in the intereft of 
France, and ought not to be relied on or em- 
ployed by any pertons in her majefty’s fervice: 
that, notwithftanding the great importance, and 
even indifpenfible necethty, of keeping the in- 
tentions of the government a profound fecret, 
all the papers in Mr. fecretary Harley’s office, 
had, for a long time, been expofed to the view 
of the meaneft clerks; and the perufal of all the 
letters to and from the French prifoners chiefly 
entrufied to William Gregg, a perfon of a very 
fufpicious character, and known to be extremely 
indigent: and that they were confident her ma- 
jefty, being now fully informed of the faés, 
would take effeCtual meafures for preventing any 
dangers of a fimilar nature for the future. 

Gregg was foon after tried, convitted, and 
executed, and, with his dying breath, acquitted 
Mr. Harley of any knowledge or concern in his 
treafonable practices; though it was ftrongly 
fufpected, that he was induced to make this 
declaration, by the alluring hopes of a pardon, 
with which, it is alledged, he was flattered to 
the very laft moment of his exiftence. On the 
other hand the Tories did not fcruple to infi- 
nuate, that the committee of lords had endea- 
voured to engage the criminal in an accufa- 
tion of the fecretary; and had even affured him, 
that he fhould obtain forgivenefs, as the reward 
of his compliance. 

The fhock, which Harley’s credit had fuf- 
tained from the execution of Gregg, and the 
examination of Valiere and Bara, was fo far 
from humiliating that minifter, that it only in- 
duced him to redouble his efforts, in conjunc- 
tion with Mrs. Matham, to eftablith his intereft 
upgn a more permanent foundation, The duke 
of Marlborough and the earl of Godolphin being 
informed of his fecret praétices with that de- 
fpicable favourite, wrote a letter to the queen 
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importing that they could no longer ferve her, 
if Mr. Harley fhould continue fecretary. Bein 
fummoned to the cabinet council, they attended 
her in perfon, and repeated their former refo- 
lutions. She endeavoured to footh their refent- 
ment by gentle means; but they remained firm 
to their purpefe; and immediately retired from 
court to the aftonifhment of all who were pre- 
fent. The queen however repaired to the 
council, where Mr. Harley ftated the caufe of 
their meeting, which was fome circumflance 
relating to foreign affairs. 

Symptoms of difguft appeared through the 
whole board. The duke of Somerfet declared 
with fome warmth, that he did not fee how 
they could deliberate on fuch matters, while 
the general was abfent; the other members ob- 
ferved a fullen filence: the council therefdre 
broke up, and the queen faw herfelf in danger 
of being abandoned by all her minifters. To 
prevent this calamity, fhe fent the next day for 
the duke of Marlborough, and informed him 
that Harley fhould immediately refign his office; 
which was beftowed on Mr. Henry Boyle, 
chancellor of the exchequer: but fhe feemed 
ftrongly to refent the behaviour of the duke and 
the earl of Godolphin, from whom fhe entirely 
withdrew her confidence. Harley was accom- 
panied in his difgrace by fir Simon Harcourt, at- 
torney-general, fir Thomas Manfel, comptroller 
of the houfehold, and Mr. St. John, fecretary at 
war, all of whom relinquifhed their offices. 

The nation was at this time alarmed with the 
news of an invafion from France. Lewis 
adopted the refolution of exciting a rebellion 
in Britain; hoping to prevent the Englith from 
contributing their peo towards the profe- 
cution of the war. With this view he began 
to make preparations at Dunkirk, where a fleet 
was aflembled under the command of the che- 
valier de Fourbin; and a body of land forces 
were embarked with Monfieur de Gace, after- 
wards known by the appellation of marefchal de 
Matignon. The pretender, who had affumed 
the name of chevalier de St. George, was 
furnithed with fervices of gold and filver plate, 
fumptuous tents, {plendid apparg] for his life 
guards, pompous liveries for his fervants, and 
all other neceffaries and fuperfluities jn great 
abundance. 

; Ff Lewis 
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Lewis, at parting, prefented him wits fword 
fet with diamonds of confiderablé Walue, and 
defired him always to remember'that it was a 
French fword. The chevalier affufed him, that, 
if it fhould be his good fortune to get poffeffion 
of the throne 'of his anceftors, he would not 
only return him thanks by letters and ambaf- 
fadors, but would come in perfon to acknow- 
ledge his majefty’s proteétion and afliftance. 
Lewis wifhed him all manner of fuccefs, and 
jocularly exprefled his hope that he fhould 
never behold him again. The Pope contributed 
Jargely towards the expence of this expedition, 
and accommodated him with religious mottos, 
which were interwoven in his colours and ftand- 
ards. 

The Dutch were do fooner informed of thefe 
preparations at Dunkirk, then they tranfmitted 
an account of them to the Britith court. The 
queen communicated the intelligence to the par- 
liament; and both houfes declared they would 
aflift her with their lives and fortunes againft 
the pretended prince of Wales, and ail her 
other enemies. 

The admiralty exerted itfelf with incredible 
diligence, and a fleet of twenty-fix fhips of the 
line, was in a few days equipped and failed from 
Dea] towards Dunkirk, under the conduct of fir 
George Byng, and lord Durfley. 

The- Britith fleet being forced from their fta- 
tion by fevere weather, on the twelfth of March, 
the French took advantage of that circumftance, 
and, on the feventeenth, failed from the road of 
Dunkirk: but the wind fhifting, they anchored 
in Newport Pits, till the nineteenth in the even- 
ing, when they again fet fail with a fair breeze, 
dire€ting their courfe towards Scotland. Sir 
George Byng, informed of their departure by 
an Oftend veffel fent out for that purpofe by 
major-general Cadogan, and, being now reio- 
forced to the number of forty thips of the line, 
detached. a fquadron under admiral Baker, to 


convoy the troops from Oftend to England, and, 
with the reft of the fleet, began to give chace 
to the enemy. 


On the tenth of March, the queen came to 
the houfe of peers, where, in a fpeech to both 


© What might have been the confequence of this inva- 
fen, had it y taken efle&, cau only be a matte: @: 
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houfes, fhe informed thent, that the French fleet 
had failed from Dunkirk: that fir George Byng 
was in purfuit of them: that ten battalions of 
her troops were embarked at Offend, and were 
daily expe&ted in England: and that nothing 
fhould be wanting on her past, to render the 
defigns of the enemy ineffe€tual. 

Both houfes prefented warm addteffes to the 
queen, which the received with great cordiality; 
and, in her prefent fituation, fhe feemed to 
carefs the Whigs with fuch a devoted attach- 
ment, that it is furprifing fhe could ever after- 
wards withdraw her confidence from them. 

In the mean time, fhe exerted herfelf with un- 
common diligence, in defeating the defigns of 
her enemies. Several regiments of foot, with 
fome fquadrons of cavalry, were detached into 
Scotland; while the earl of Leven, commander 
in chief of the forces in that country, and go- 
vernor of the. caftle of Edinburgh, haftened 
thither to put that fortrefs in a pofture of de- 
fence, and to make difpofitions for oppofing the 
pretender, at his landing. 

But all thefe precautions were rendered une 
neceflary, by the vigilance and fuccefs of fir 
George Byng. That officer failed direétly to the 
frith of Edinburgh, where he arrived but one 
day later than the enemy, who were fo much 
alarmed at his fudden appearance, that they hoifted 
fail, and ftood off to fea. The Englifh admiral 
gave chace: and the Salifbury, one of their fhips, 
was boarded and taken. At night monfieur 
Fourbin altered his courfe; and the next day, 
they were at a confiderable diftance from the 
Englith fquadron. The pretender propofed that 
they fhould proceed northwards, and attempt to 
land in the neighbourhood of Invernefs, and 
Fourbin feemed willing to adopt that meafure; 
but the wind changing, and blowing in their 
teeth with great violence, he reprefented the 
danger of profecuting the voyage, and, with the 
confent of the pretender, and his general, re- 
turned to Dunkirk, after having been toffed 
about for upwards of a month, in very tempef- 
tuous weather: and thus were deftroyed all the 
hopes of the pretender and his adherents, both 
in France and Great Britain®. The French, 

Dutch, 
conjeQure ; but, as it was happily fupprefled in embryo, 
fy only inconvenience it sradancl. was, that it oor, 
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Dutch, and Jewith merchants. exerted them- 
felves with great vigour, fgr, the {upport of the 
bank; and the direétors @aving called in twenty 
per cent. upon sheir,cgpitgl ftock, were enabled 
to anfwer the dgmands of the timid, envious, 
and difaffe€ted. tug. 

All the noblemen and perfons of diflin@ion 


in Scotland, fufpeéted of difaffe€tion to the go- 


vernment, were apprehended, and either impri- 
foned in the cattle of Edinburgh, or condutted 
to London, to be confined in the ‘ower, or in 
Newgate. Among thefe was the duke of Ha- 
milton, who found means to make his peace 
with the miniftry; and, ina little time, moft of 
the other prifoners were admitted to bail. 

On the firft of April, the queen came to the 
houfe of lords, where, after having thanked the 
parliament for the zeal and attachment they had 
fhewn to her government, fhe prorogued them 
to the thirteenth. 

After the diffolution of the parliament, lord 
Griffin, two fons of the earl of Middleton, and 
colonel] Wauchop, who had been taken on board 
the Salifbury, were brought to London, and im- 
prifoned in the Tower. Lord Griffin, being at- 
tainted by outlawry- for high treafon committed 
in the reign of king William, was brought to 
the bar of the queen’s bench, and a rule made 
for his fuffering the penalties of the law: but, 
though the queen was perfuaded to fign a war- 
rant for his execution, fhe granted him a re- 
prieve from month to month, till his life was tere 
minated by a natural death in the Tower. 

The privy council of Scotland, being limited 
to the firft of May, was now diffolved, and the 
firft privy council of Great Britain was appoint- 
ed. The duke of Queenfberry was created 
baron of Rippon, marquis of Beverley, and duke 
of Dover; and the office of fecretary at war, 
vacant by the refignation of Henry St. John, was 
conferred upon Robert Walpole, a man of emi- 
nent talents, great elocution, and one who fhone 
confpicuoully in the two fucceeding reigns. 

No apprehenfions of invafion being now en- 
tertained, the duke of Marlborough, the great 
pillar of the nation, and the principal fupport of 


fioned a confiderable demand upon the bank of Cngland, 
and feemed to have affected the credit ot the nation, To 
prevent this public calamity, the commons refolved, that, 
Whoever intentionally endeavoured to acfroy or leifen 


and the kingdom. 
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the grand alliance, repaired to Flanders, in order 
to command the contederate army, in conjunce 
tion with prince Eugene, who had been fent 
thither by the emperor, after having headed a 
feparate army upon the Rhine. The French 
army, commanded by the duke de Vendome, in 
the name of the duke of Burgundy, though 
more numerous than that. of the confederates, 
feduloufly avoided an a€tion, or any hoftile at- 
tempt; till by treachery, under the a pearance 
of furprife, they got poffeflion of Ghent and 
Bruges. The duke of Marlborough, accufed of 
being privy to this treachery, manifefted, by his 
conduét, the injuftice of the afperfion. though 
not yet joined by prince Eugene’s army, but 
aflifted by his advice, he paffed the Scheldt, by 
a forced march, and came up with the enemy 
near Oudenarde. They could no longer de 
cline a battle; and their fituation and fupe- 
riority in numbers feemed to afford them a 
profpeét of fuccefs. 

The Scheldt, and feveral inclofures, covered 
the left wing of the French army. A morafs 
extended along the hoftile front ; and on a rifing 
ground, on their right, the cavalry were placed, 
interlined with parties of foot. The infantry of 
the allies, advancing acrofs the morafs, were re- 
ceived with great firmnefs by the French in- 
fantry. But the Britith cavalry broke the French 
horfe at the firft fhock, and the foot intermixed 
with the fquadrons were cut in pieces on the 
fpot. In the mean time the French infantry 
behind the morafs had maintained their ground, 
againft all the efforts of the confederates. But 
to avoid being flanked by the Britifh cavalry, 
now triumphant, they fheltered themfelves in the 
inclofuies on the banks of the Scheldt; and, 
though the approach of night prevented a gene- 
ral defeat, the fears of the enemy yielded to the 
allies ali the advantage which a complete vic- 
tory would have given. So great was their ter- 
ror and confufion, that while the confederates 
fully expeéted a renewal of the a€tion the next 
morning, the vanquifbed retreated by five dif- 
ferent routes in the night: and that difgraceful 
and diforderly flight, by breaking the foiit of 
the public eredit, efpecially at a time when the kingdom 
was threatened with an invafion, was guilty of a high 
‘ctime and mi ; and an enemy to her mayelty 
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the foldiers, rendered all the operations of the 
French Janguid and titdid, ‘doring the reft of the 
campaign. Though they preferved their cannon 
and baggage, they toft by this defeat about twen- 
ty thoufand men: they had five thoufand killed, 
nine thoufand taken prifoners, and near fix thou- 
{and deferted. 

In this attack, the ele€toral prince of Hanover 
gave early proofs of his martial difpofition. He 
charged at the head of his father’s dragoons 
with great intrepidity: his horfe was fhot under 
im; and colonel Lufchy was killed by his fide. 
Several French regiments were entirely broken, 
and aconfiderable number of officers and ftand- 
ards fell into the hands of the Hanoverians. 

Immediatelv after the battle of Oudenarde, 
the French were reinforced by a detachment, 
under the duke of Berwick, from the Rhine; 
and the confederates were joined by prince Ev- 
gene’s army, which efcorted a grand convoy. 
The duke of Berwick, whofe troops arrived firft, 
propofed to attack the convoy; but that pro- 
pofal, either from jealoufy or timidity. was re- 
jected by the duke de Vendome*. In confe- 
quence of the fafe arrival of the convoy, and the 
troops that guarded it, the fiege of Lifle, the 
principal city in French Flanders, fortified with 
all the art of Vauban, was undertaken by prince 
Eugene; while Marlborough lay encamped in 
the neighbourhood, to prevent interruptions from 
: the enemy, and to forward the neceffary fupplies 
to the beliegers. 

No town was ever, perhaps, more vigoroufly 
attacked or defended than that of Lifle; into 
which the marefchal de Boufflers, an old expe- 
aienced officer had thrown hinfclf, with fome 
of the bc ft troops of France. ‘The garrifon con- 
filted uf about twelve thoufand men, the be- 
fiegers amounted to near thirty thoufand. None 
of the works were carried without an obftinate 


* Asnesther this, nor any of the propofals were em- 
traced, it is impoffible to fay what fuccefs might have 
atten'ied them; but military men, in general, feem to 
imagine, that moft of the meafures faggefied were highly 
trae of being adopted.—Dake of Berwick's Memoirs, 
vol. i. 

+ The duke of Burwick particularly inveftigates the 
caufes of the capture of Lifle. And it appears, if his 
advice had been al‘ended to, that the convoys of the 
confedcraics vy have — efleGually cut off, and 
perhaps prince Eugene, and even the duke of Maribo- 
suugh, defeated, by the affiftance of troops which might 
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ftruggle; and no fooner were the affailants maf. 
ters of one place, than they were driven from 
another, and in danger of lofing all the advant- 
age they had gained at a prodigious expence ‘of 
blood and valour. Yet ftill they perfevered, and 
by perfeverance advanced their progrefs. In 
the mean time Vendome endeavoured to diftrefs 


‘them by cutting off their convoys. But in that 


fervice he moft unaccountably failed, as well as 
in all his attempts to relieve the place: and 
Boufflers, after a gallant defence of two months, 
was obliged to furrender Lifle. He retired into 
the ciadel which was alfo obliged to capitulate; 


! and Ghent and Bruges were recovered before 


the clofe of the campaign}. 

No event of any importance happened in Ger- 
many during the fummer. The eleGtors of 
Hanover and Bavaria, who were oppofed to 
each other on the Upper Rhine not being in a 
condition to act with cffe€t in the field, employ- 
ed themfelves chiefly in fortifying their lines; a 


| precaution fuggefted by a confcioufnefs of their 
 refpeftive weaknefs. 


n their operations by fea, the confederates 
were attended with a very confiderable fuccefs, 
Sir Juhn Leake having conduéted to Catalonia 
the princefs of Wolfenbuttle, whom Charles IIT. 
had efpoufed, took on board fome troops, and 
direfted his courfe to Cagliari, the capital of Sar- 
dinia. No fooner did the Englith Fleet appear 
than the monks, inftru€ted by cardinal Grimani, 
who was in the intereft of the houfe of Auftria, 
ran in bodies to the ftreets and public places, 
holding the crucifix in their hands, and aflured 
the inhabitants who flocked around them, that 
God had made ufe of heretics to give them a 
better mafter. This made fuch an impreffion 
on the populace, that the viceroy was obliged to 
accept of fuch terms as the invaders thought 
proper to grant; and the whole ifland inftantly 


have been drawn out of the neighbouring garrifons, with- 
out their knowledge, to reinfurce an army already firong, 
by which they were furrounved; and which could, with 
fach reinforcements, bave amu'td the one, while it gave 
battle to the other. It slfo sppeurs, on the fame autho- 
rity, that Marlborough, on onc occafion, would have to- 
tally defeated Vendome, if he had not becn prevented 
from hazarding a battle by the field-deputies of the States, 
See the Dute of Beruick's Mem. vol. i, and the Letters at 
the end of the volume, which contain many curious pare 
ticulars in the military linc, and fully illuftrate the prin. 
cipal events of the campaign in Flandess us 1704. — 

2 fubmitied, 
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fabmitted, without! drawing a fword. The fame 


admiral, affifted by major-general Stanhope, allo ' 
took the ifland of Minorca; a conqueft, in itfelf 
lefs valuable than Sardinia, but of more import~ 


ance to England when at war with Spain, on ac- 
count of the excellent harbour of Mahon, and 
the ftrong caftle of St. Philip, by which it is de- 
fended. 

The reduction of thofe iflands, which, in con- 
jonGtion with the fortrefs of Gibraltar, gave the 
maritime powers the abfolute command of the 
Mediterranean, induced the Italian ftates to fub- 
mit to certain antiquated claims of the emperor 
Jofeph, that they would otherwife have rejected 
with difdain. Even the pope, who had hitherto 
adhered to the interefts of Philip V. and who 
had raifed an army for the defence of the eccle- 
fieftical ftate was no fooner informed of the 
furrender of Bologna to the Imperialifts, and 
that an Englith fleet was ready to bombard Ci- 
vita Vecchia, than he promifed to acknowledge 
Charles ITI. as lawful king of Spain, in order to 
prevent Rome itfelf from being facked by the 
barbarians of the north; for as fuch the Italians 
ftill confidered the Englifh and the Germans. 

In Hungary, the difputes, between the em- 
peror and the malcontents continued to pre- 
vail. Poland was at length relieved from the 

refence of the Swedifh monarch, who advanced 
into the Ukrine againft the czar of Mufcovy, 
notwithftanding the great conceffions, which that 
prince offered in order to footh his refentment. 

On the twenty-eighth of O€tober prince 
George of Denmark departed this life in the 
fifty-fixth year of his age, after a matrimonial 
union which had exceeded the duration of twen- 
ty-five years. He was a prince poffeffed of 
many amiable and engaging qualities, brave, 
generous, modeft, and humane, but deftitute of 
great talents. The queen attended him in his 
illnefs with anxious afliduity, and hatled every 
appearance of hope with all the eagernefs of 
joy, till her withes were fruftrated by the certain 
approaches of death. At the time of his de- 
ceafe he was duke of Cumberland, lord high- 
admiral of Great Britain, generaliffimo of all 


* In this feffion the lower houfe expelled John Afgill 
a profeffor of the law, fora publication in which he had 
rted the poffibility of being tranilated into eternal life, 
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her majefty’s forces by fea and land, and war- 
den of the cinque-ports, 

This event occafioned fome changes in the 
miniftry ;| and both houfes having prefented ad- 
dreffes of condolence on the death of prince 
George, and of congratulation on the fuccefa of 
her majefty’s arms; the commons took cogni- 
zance of controverted eleftions, which were, 
without the leaft apparent neceflity, decided in 
favour of the Whigs, with the moft glaring pars 
tiality. They next proceeded to examine the 
different branches of the fupply; refolved the 
forces fhould be augmented with the additional 
number of ten thoufand men: and voted up- 
ward of feven millions for the fervice of the en- 
fuing year. 

The principal affair that came before.the par- 
liament during this feffion, was a bill for the na- 
turalization of foreign Proteftants, This point 
was debated with great warmth in both houfes, 
and many forcible arguments were advanced on 
both fides the queftion. The Whigs fpoke 
in favour of his bill: the Tories argued againft 
it*, 

The Tories, unable to defeat this meafure en- 
tirely, refolved, in fome degree, to limit its ef- 
feéts, by obliging all foreigners to receive the 
facrament, according to the inftitution of the 
Englifh church. But it was judged proper to 
make the terms as comprehenfive as poffible ; 
and, accordingly, no other condition was re- 
quired, than that thofe who were naturalized, 
fhould take the oaths to the government, and 
receive the facrament in /ome Proteftant church. 
In this form the bill was, after fome oppofition, 
carried through both houfes, and, at laft, received 
the royal affent, though not without a number 
of Proteftations from thofe of the Tory faCtion. 

The lords next proceeded to enquire into the 
intended invafion of Scotland, and the Tories 
exclaimed againft the conduét of the miniftry 
with great virulence, in that critical affair. The 
accufed them of negle&, in not providing a fuf- 
ficient number of troops to defeat the defigns of 
the enemy; and of feverity, in apprehending 
fuch a number of innocent perfons barely on 


without paffing through de&th; an inftance of profanity 
for which the commons of Ireland had punifhed him with ‘ 
eapulfion, 
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fufpicion, ‘But all the argamenté they advanced 
on the fubje&t, were {fo frivolous and abfurd, that 
they were not entitled to the leaft regard. It 
was, therefore, tefolved, by 2 confiderable ma- 
jority, that the miniftry had behaved with all 
the care and fidelity which could reafonably be 
expected from men in their ftation*. 

t, in order to confole them for this difap- 
pointment, the quecn confented to grant an att 
of grace, by whieh all treafons were pardoned, 
except thofe committed on the high feas: an 
exception evidently levelled againft thofe who 
shad embarked with the pretender. 

The next addrefs prefented to her majefty, 
created fome mirth among her fubjeéts. An 
order had paffed the privy-council, in purfuance 
of her majefty’s pleafure, that, in the form of a 

rayer ufed on her acceflion, the following words 
Frould be omitted, “ that thefe bleflings may be 
“continued to afterages, make the queen, we pray 
“thee, a happy mother of children, who being 
* educated in thy faith and fear, may happily fuc- 
ceed in the government of thefe kingdoms,” 
This order implying an intimation that the 
queen intended to te the reft of her days in 
widowhood; Mr. Watfon, fon of lord Rocking- 
ham, moved, that her majefty fhould be humbly 
requefted not to fuffer her juft grief fo far to 
prevail, but that the would, in compliance with 
the earneft wifhes of her fubjefts, entertain 
thoughts of a fecond marriage. This motion 
was ftrongly fupported by all the young mem- 
bess; and an addrefs was accordingly prefented 
to her majefty to that effect. The queen re- 

lied that the provifion fhe had made for the 

roteftant fucceffion, would always be a proof 
of her hearty concern for the happinefs of the 
nation; but that the ful.j & of treir addrefs was 
of fuch a nature, that fhe was perfuaded they 
did not expe& a particular anfwer. 

The extreme reduétion of the French finances, 
and the clamours of a burthened people, had 
operated fo ftrongly onthe mind of Lewis, that he 
had renewed his overtures for a pacification. Full 
of this idea, he difpatched the prefident, Rouilé 
privately to Holland, with general propofals of 

ce to the ftitcs general. ‘The fates, unwik 

ing to take any eps in an affair of this confe- 

quence, without the parti ipation of their allies, 

communicated the propofa's of France to the 
* A,D, 1702, 
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courts.of Vieana and Great Britaid. Levis, Me 
better to carty on the deception, fent the marquis 
de Tatcy, his fecretary, to the with fret 
offers, to which the ftates would give no an- 
{wer, till they fhould know the,fentimente of the 
queen of Great Britain. The duke of Mari 
borough once more repaited to Holland, accom- 
panied by jord Townfend, joint plenipotentiary ; 
and ptince Eugene being tkewi eat the Hague, 
the conferences were immediately opened. 

Torcy now hegan to perform his part in the 
political drama. He declared that his malter 
would confent to the demolition of Dunkirk: 
that he would abandon the pretender, and dif 
mifs him from his dominions: that he would ac- 
knowledge the queeri’s title, and the fucceffion 
in the houfe of Hanover: that he would re- 
nounce all pretenfions to the Spanifh monarchy : 
and yield the places in the Netherlands, which 
the Dutch demanded for their barrier: and that 
witb regard to the empire, he would reftore alk 
things as they were fettled by the treaty of Ryf- 
dia and demolifh the fortifications of Straf- 

urg. 

But thefe terms fo honourable and advantage- 
ous to the allies, and humiliating to the houfe 
of Bourbon, were rejefted by the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the confederates, the duke ut Marl- 
borough, prince Eugene, and the pertionary 
Heinfius. Lewis was not permitted to form 
the moft diftant hopes of peace, without fur- 
rendering the ftrongeft towns in his dominions, 
as pledges for the entire evacuation of the Spa- 
nifh monarchy by his grandfon. The marquis 
de Torcy, who was employed in the negociation, 
exceeded his powers in making concetlions; 
but without effect: in eee as he yielded, 
the plenipotentaries of the confederates grew 
mere exorbitant in their demands. Conference. 
followed conference in vain. At laft the pene, 
fionary Heinfius framed forty preliminaries, as. 
the ultimatum of the aliies; and though every 
one of thefe unreafonable articles was exprefied 
in the moft diCtatorial language, France 
to thirty-five of them. The other five were re- 
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jeGed by Lewis, with difdain, notwithita: ding 


the diftreffed ftate of his kingdom, and the evils. 
ppdigailiggh oe Ag the continuance 
war. He threw himfelf upon |e people 
expiathed his own ample come. gad the 
i £ 
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tnfolont tetms pippdfed by the allies. The pride 
-@f the French aioe was roufed, They retolved 
to make new efforts in fapport of their humbled 
amonarcl; and the very famine, which had beea 
‘produttive of fo mach mifery, proved of advan- 

ge to the ftate in this aeceflity; many young 
men diftrefed for want of bread, choofing to 
become foldiers. 

The conferences for the re-eftablifhment of 
peace being broken off, the army of the allies, 
amounting fo upwards of an hundred thowfand 
men, commanded by prince Eugene and the 
‘duke of Marlborough, was formed on the plains 
of Lifle. Marefchal Villars, efteemed the moft 
fortunate general in France, who had been 
called to the command of the French forces in 
Flanders, as the laft fupport of his finking coun- 
try, occupied a ftrong poft between Couriere 
and the town of.Bethune. Thofe places co- 
vered his two wings, and he was defended in 
front by the villages of la Baffée and Pont Aven- 
din. By this pofition of his army, he covered 
the cities of Douay and Arras, the reduction of 
which would have opened a paffage for the allies 
into the heart of France. After advancing with- 
in two leagues of his camp, and reconnoitring 
his fituation, the generals of the confederates, 
not deeming it prudent to attack him, fuddenly 
drew off their troops, and fat down before 
Tournay, one of the ftrongeft and moft ancient 
cities in Flanders. The citadel, conftru€ted by 
Vauban, was even ftronger than the town. But 
with fo much vigour and addrefs were both at- 
tacked, that the place itfelf was taken in twenty- 
one days; and the citadel, into which the gover- 
nor had retired with the remains of his garrifon, 
was forced to furrender at the end of a month. 

The confederates no fooner found themfelves 
mafters of Tournay, which they had reduced 
without any annoyance from the enemy, formed 
the defign of befieging Mors. They accord- 
ingly purfued the neceffary fteps for that purpofe ; 
while Villars having adopted the refolutian of 
eile or relieving the place, pafled the 

arpe, and encamped between that river and 
the Scheldt. ‘Difappointed in his hapes of ar- 
Jiving at Moné,'before the main army of the 
allies, under prigoe Eugene and the duke of 
‘Marlborough, the French general took poffef- 
ion of a Strong camp within a league of the 


T1o 
invefted city, determined to interrupt the opera- 
tons of the befiegers. His right extended to 
the village of Malplaquet, which lay behind the 
large impenetrable wood of Saart: his left was 


covered by another thick wood; and his centre 
defended by three lines of trenches, driwn along 


a narrow plain; the whole being fecured by a 
fortification of trees, which had been taken from 
the neighbouring woods, furrounded with all, 
their branches. : 
The generals of the confederates, elated with 
paft fuccefs, or fuppofing that Mons could not 
be taken wifhout diflodging the enemy, refolved 
to attack Villars in that {trong pofition, though 
his army was hardly inferior to theirs, each. 
am@unting to about one hundred and twenty 
thoufand combatants. ‘They advanced to the 
charge early in the morning, both armies having 
prepared themfelves for action during the pre- 
ceding night’ The Britith troops were oppofed 
to the left, the Dutch to the right, and the Ger. 
mans to the centre of the French army, Mare. 
fchal Villars. placed himfelf at the head of his. 
left wing, and committed the charge of his. 
right to Boufflers; who though a fenior officer, 
condefcended to aft under him, that he might 
have an ee epi of faving his country Af- 
ter an awful paufe of two hours, the engage- 
ment was begun; and the firing inftantly extend- 
ed from wing to wing. Few battles, in any age, 
have been fo fierce and bloody, and none had. 
been fo lang contefted, fince the improvement 
of the art of war in confequence of the inven 
tion of gunpowder. The Britifh troops, Jed by 
the duke of Argyle, having paffed a dangerous 
morafs, attacked with fuch fury the left of the 
enemy ftationed in the wood, that they were 
obhged to retire into the plain behind it ; where 
they again farmed and renewed their efforts. In 
the mean time the Dutch, under count Tilly 
and the prince of Orange, were engaged with. 
the right af the French army: and advancing in 
three lines to the entrenchments, gave and re- 
ceived a terrible fire for the {pace of an hour.— 
Some French battallions having been thrown into. 
diforder, were rallied and confirmed in their 
ftation, by the vigilance and courage of mare- 
fehal Boufflers; and the Dutch alfo yielding, in 
their turn, were brought back to the charg: vy the 
attivity and perfeverance of the prince of Orange. 
2 Enraged 
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Enragedat ripe sacar of the French 
in both wings, perceiving that Villars had 
weakened his centre, in order to meh gh his left, 
prince Eugene determined to attack in pérfon, 
the entrenchments in front. He accordingly 
Jed on a body of frefh troops; entered the ene- 
my’s line, flanked a regiment of French guards, 
and obliged them to fly. Marefchal Villars, in 
haftening to fupport his centre, was feverel 
wounded and carried off the field. But Bouf- 
flers continued obftinately to maintain the fight; 
and when he could no longer fuftain the pnited 
efforts of prince Eugene, and the duke of Marl- 
borough, who fhewed a difpofition to conquer 
or perifh, he made an excellent retreat. 

he confederates, after all their exertions, 
ained little more than the field of battle; which 
they purchafed with the lives of twenty thoufand 
men. The French did not lofe above half the 
number. But fo fafcinating is the name of victory, 
that the allies were fuffered to inveft Mons, and 
to carry on their operations without the fmalleft 
difturbance. The furrender‘of that important 
lace terminated the bufinefs of the campaign 
in Flanders*. 

The confederates were lefs fuccefsful in other 
quarters. The eleftor of Brunfwick, who com- 
manded the army on the Upper Rhine, formed 
fome important fchemes, but found the Imperial 
troops in no condition to affift him; and the 
count de Merci, whom he had detached witha 
conhderable body of forces into Upper: Alface, 
was defeated by the count de Bourg, and forced 
to repafs the Rhine. Difputes between the em- 
peror and the duke of Savoy, relating to fome 
territories in Milan, rendered the campaign in- 
aftive on the fide of Dauphiny. 

The allies were not fo fuccefsful in Spain 
as in Flanders. On the feventh of May, 
the Englith and Portuguefe were defeated at 
Caya, by the Spaniards under the command of 
the marefchal de Bay. The caftle of Alicant, 
gatrifoned by two Englith regiments, had been 
befieged, and held out during the whole winter. 
At length. the chevalier D’Asfelt, who con- 
duéted the fiege, caufed the rock to be urdder- 
rained, and, having lodged fifteen hundred bar- 
tels of gunpowder, informed the governor, Sy- 

‘burgh, that two of his officers might come out, 

and fee the condition of the works. 
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This offer being accepted, D'Asfeldt in per. 
fon poceapanied theta a the ne declaring 
that he could not bear the thoughts of feeing fo 
many brave fellows perith in the ruinsof a place 
they had fo gallantly defended; and. granted 
them twenty-four hours to confider of the choice 
they fhould embrace. Syburgh continued deaf 
to his remonftrances; and, with an obftinacy 
which furprifed the enemy, and alarmed the 
garrifon, refolved to ftand the explofion. The 
befiegers, finding him immoveable, fet fire to the 
mine, at the time appointed; and, when the 
centinels gave notice of this circumftance, by a 
pre concerted fignal, the governor ordered the 
guard to retire, and walked out to the parade, 
attended by fevcral officers. The mine being 
{prung, the rock opened under their feet, and, 
after receiving them into the chafm, it inftantly 
clofed and crufhed them all to atoms, 

Notwithflanding this dreadful incident, colo. 
nel D’Albon, who fucceeded to the command, 
refulved to hold out to the laft extremity. Sir 
Edward Whitaker failed from Barcelona to the 
relief of the place; but the enemy, informed of 
his intention, had ere€ted fuch works as effec- 
tually hindered the troops from landing. General 
Stanhope, who commanded the forces, at length 
capitulated-with the Spanifh general for the gar- 
rifon, and marched out with all the honours 
of war, and was conveyed to Minorca, where 
the men were put into quarters of refrefhment. 

On the frontiers of Catalonia, gencral Starem- 
berg, who commanded the forces of Charles IIT. 
maintained his ground, and even annoyed the 
enemy. He paffed the Segra without refift- 
ance, reduced Balaguer without oppofition, 
where he took nine hundred prifoners; and, 
having fecured the place with a ftrong garrifon, 
he repaffed the river, and fent his forces into 
winter-quarters. 

At the conclufion of the campaign, the French 
king endeavoured to renew the negociation for a 

3 though he ftill aéted with the fame in- 
neerity as formerly. His minifter, Torcy, 
maintained a correfpondence with Mr. Petkum, 
the refident of the duke of Holftein, at the 
, to whom he propofed, that conferences 

for'a treaty fhould be once more opened. 

A memorial from Verfailles had been brought 
by Petkum, but the ftates-general plainly Lath 

Ceiv 


* The confederates touk fixtcen picces of canagn, twenty colours, and twenty-fix Randards. 
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ceived that the French king was not fincere in 
his profeilions; and that he only intended to 
amufe the confederates with delufive hopes, in 
order, if poffible, to retard their preparations. 
They therefore rejeCted his propofal, and refolved 


to profecute the war with the utmoft vigour. 


e parliament being affembled on the fif- 
teenth of November, the queen in a fpeech to 
both houfes, obferved, that the enemy had en- 
deavoured, by deceitful infinuations of a defire 
for peace to create jealoufies and divifions 
among the allies; but they had been difappoint- 
ed in their expectations; that the Almighty had 
been pleafed to blefs the arms of the confede- 
rates with a moft remarkable victory: that the 
deplorable dearth and fcarcity, which affi€ed 
the other nations of Europe, began, in fome 
meafure to affe€t Great Britain: that this cala- 
mity was ftill farther encreafed by the exporta- 
tion of corn; a traffic to which the merchants 
were tempted by the immenfe profits they acquir- 
ed by that praftice; and that fhe hoped the par- 
liament would adopt fome method to prevent 
this growing evil. 

Both houfes prefented warm addreffes to her 
majefty, and congratulated her on the fuccefs of 
her arms and thofe of her allie. The com- 
mons granted upwards of fix millions for the 
fervices of the enfuing year. And at the fame 
time both houfes thanked the duke of Marlbo- 
rough for the late vitory he had obtained, and 
for the many other eminent fervices which he had 
rendered to the nation. 

The affair which principally engaged the at- 
tention of the parliament, during this feffion, 
was in appearance of a very infignificant na- 
ture, but it was attended with confequences of 
the utmoft importance to the public. It occa- 
fioned a total change in the miniftry; and, in the 
end, had almoft proved fatal to the very liber- 
lies of the nation. A fermon preached by Dr, 
Henry Sacheverel, re€tor of St. E viour’s South- 
wark, excited a general commotion. This paro- 
chial divine, though poffeffed of little learning, 
fenfe, or genius, was rafh, headftrong, ‘furious, 
and bigotted, and had long diftinguifhed him- 
felf by the moft violent declamations againtt 


-low churchmen and diffenters, againft the union 


and toleration, and againft every thing which 
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tended to preferve the peace, or promote the 
welfare of the kingdom. 

He was firft prefented to a fmall living ix 
Staffordfhire, when, like all other enthufiafts, he 
foon drew about him a large croud of admirers. 
Being afterwards preferred by a popular electiom 
to the re€tory of St. Saviour’s, Southwark, the 
number of his followers confiderably increafed ; 
and he was univerfally regarded by the populace, 
as the principal champion and defender of the 
church. In a furious declamation, on the 5th of 
November, he defended the do€trine of paffive 
obedience and non refiftance; exclaimed againft 
the toleration and diffenters; declared the 
church was dangeroufly attacked by her ene- 
mies, and feebly defended by her falfe friends: 
“ he founded,” as he himfelf expreffed it, “ the 
*¢ trumpet for the church, and exhorted the peo- 
“ ple to put on the whole armour of God.”— 
This harangue was countenanced by fir Samuel 
Garrard, the lord mayor, and publifhed under 
his prote€tion: it was extolled by the Tories, as 
a moft excellent performance, and circulated. 
with great induftry all-over the nation. 

On the thirteenth of December, Mr. Dolben, 
(a warm partizan of the miniftry,) fon of the 
late archbifhop of York, and a member of the 
prefent parliament, complained to the houfe of 
this fermon of Sacheverel’s, and of another in 
the fame ftrain, which he had preached at the 
Derby affizes, as containing pofitions contrary 
to the principles of the Revolution, to the pre- 
fent government, to the Proteftant faccestion, 
and confequently tending to cherifh fa€tions and 
excite infurreCtions in the kingdom. This charge 
being fupported by fir Peter King and other 
members, and no perfon attempting to {peak in 
the do€tor’s defence, the moft offentve para- 
graphs were read; and the fermons were voted 
fcandalous and feditious libels, 

Sacheverel being brought to the bar of the 
houfe, acknowledged himfelf author of both, 
and mentioned the encouragement he had re- 
ceived from the lord mayor to print and publith 
that which was entitled, “ The perils of Falfe 
“ Brethren.” Sir Samuel, who was a member, 
denied that he had ever given him fuch encon- 
ragement. Sacheverel offered to prove the con- 
trary; but, though the houfe in general were 


convinced 
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convinced of the mayor’s imprudence, they did 
not wifh to engage him in a conteit with a man 
of the doctor's chara€ter; efpecially as the con- 
fequence could not, ifi the leaft, have affe&ed 
the prefcnt queftion. The doétor being ordered 
to withdraw, the houfe refolved, that he fhould 
be impeached of high crimes and mifdemeanors, 
and Mr. Dolben was dire€ted to impeach him 
at the bar of the houfe of lords in the name of 
all the commons of Great Britain. A commit- 
tee was appointed to prepare the articles, and 
Sacheverel was taken into cuftody. —_ 

At the fame time in order to difcountenance 
thefe do€trines, and encourage the fpirit of liberty, 
they refolved that Mr. Benjamin Hoadly, re€tor 
of St. Peter le Poor, for having been a_ literary 
advocate for the principles on which her majefty 
and the nation proceeded in the late happy Re- 
volution, had juftly merited the favour and re- 
commendation of the houfe: and they prefent- 
ed an addrefs to the queen, befeeching her to 
beftow fome dignity in the church on Mr. 
Hoadly, for his eminent fervices to the church 
and ftate. The queen promifed to comply with 
their requeft; but fuch unhappily was the force 
of her prejudices, that fhe could never be pre- 
vailed on to perform her promife. 

The articles againft Dr. Sacheverel being ex- 
hibited, he was committed to the deputy ufher 
of the black rod; and the lords admitted him to 


bail. Being now at liberty, he confulted fome ; 
' believed to have been manufactured for him, and 


eminent lawyers and divines, and, with their 


* A.D. 1710. 

+ The eyes of the whu'e nation were fixed upon this 
extraordinary trial. It continued three weeks, during 
which time ail other bufinefs was fufpended; and the 
queen herfelf attended every day, though in the charac- 
ter of a private fpectator. [he managers for the com- 
mons were fir John Holland, comptroller of her majefty’s 
houfehold, Mr. fecretary Boyle, Mr, Smith, chancellor of 
the exchequer, fir James Montague, a‘torney-general, 
Mr. Robert Eyre, folicitoregeneral, Mr. Walpole, trea- 
furer of the navy, lieutenant general Stanhope, fw Peter 
King, recorder of the city of London, fir Jofeph Jekyl, 
fir Thomas Parker, fir David Dalrymple, and others.— 
The doctor was defended by fir Simon Harcourt, Mr. 
Dodd, Mr. Phipps, Mr. Dee, and Dr. Henchman. 

1 A vaft multude attended the doétor every day, to 
and from Wefiminiter-hall, endeavouring to approach 
him fo as to kifs his hand, and praying for his deliverance, 
as if he had been a martyr and confeflor. The queen's 
fedan was befet by the rabble, exclaiming, “ God blefs 
yout majefty and the church; We hope your majefty 
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affitance, drew up an snfwer to the charge, in 
which, after denying fome articles, he endea- 
voured to juftify or extenuate others. The com- 
mons haying fent up a replication, declarin 
they were ready to prove the charge, the lords 
appointed the twenty-feventh of February * for 
the trial, in Weftminfter-hall t. 

The invelives contained in the fermons, 
againft the Revolution, the toleration, the union, 
the diffenters and the adminiftration, were fo 
explicit, and the do€tor fo ingenuoufly acknow- 
ledged himfelf to be the author of thefe fermons, 
that no farther evidence was neceflary f. 

The queen iffued a proclamation for fup- 
preffing thefe tumults, and feveral perfons being 
apprehended, were afterwards tried for high trea- 
fon. Two of them were conviéted and con- 
demned ; but neither of them fuffered. 

When the doftor’s counfel had finifhed their 
pleadings in his defence, he himfelf addreffed 
the court. He juftified his intentions towards 
the queen and the government; and fpoke in 
the moft refpe€tful terms of the Revolution, and 
the Proteftant fucceffion. He maintained, in- 
deed, the doftrine of paflive obedience and 
non-refiftance, as a maxim of the church in 
which he was educated; and, by many pathetic 
expreflions endeavoured to work upon the feel- 
ings of the audience. This compofition was fo 
much fuperior, both in diétion and fentiment, to 
the do€tor’s publications, that it was univerfally 


‘is for Dr. Sacheverel.” They obliged all perfons to 
uncover and bow tothe doétor, as he paffed in his coach 
to the Temple, where he refided; and, dea: thefe, fe- 
veral members of parliament, whom they infulted in a 
moft outrageous manty-t. 

Not fatisfied with thefe inftances of violcnce, they pro- 
ceeded to greater enormities, and even to overt acts of 
rebellion. They forced open meeting houfes, demolifh- 
ed the pulpits, pews, and benches, and, carrying them 
into the felds and fquares, committed them to the flames, 
with fi ears huzzas of “ high church and Sacheverel !” 
They plundered the dwelling-houfes of many eminent 
diffenters, and threatened to erafe thofe of the lord chan- 
cellor, the earl of Wharton, and the bifhop of Salifbury. 
They even propofed to attack the bank; in confequence 
of which the direftors were obliged to fend to Whitehall 
for affiftance. The horfe and foot guards were immedi- 
ately ordered to difperfe the mob, who fled at their ap- 
proach. On the following day the guards were doubled 
at Whitehall and the trained bands of Weftminfter were 
kept in arms during the continuance of the trial. 

was 
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was generally fuppofed to have been the joint 
roduction of Dr. Atterbury, Dr. Smalridge, Dr. 
-Friend, fie Simon Harcourt, and Mr. Phipps. 

When the queftion was put, fixty-nine of the 
nobles pronounced Sacheverel guilty, and fifty- 
two declared him innocent. He was prohi- 
bited from preaching for three years, and his 
two fermons were ordered to be burned by the 
hands of the common hangman, in the prefence 
of the lord mayor and the two fheriffs of Lon- 
don*, 

The negociation which had taken place for 
effeCting a peace, did not retard the operations 
of thé campaign. On the fifteenth of April, 
prince Eugene and the duke of Marlborough 
fet out from the Hague for Tournay, in order to 
aflemble the forces, which were quartered on 
the Macfe, in Flanders, and in Brabant. On 
the twentieth, they fuddenly advanced to Pont- 
a-Vendin, in order to attack the lines, which 
the French had been forming during the winter; 
hoping, by thefe, to cover Doway, and other 
frontier towns, which were moft expofed to the 
confederate arms. The troops left for the de 
fence of the lines, retired at the firft appearance 
of the allies, who, having thrown bridges over 
the Scarpe, the duke of Marlborough, with his 
divifion, paffed the river and encamped at Vitri. 
Prince Eugene remained on the other fide, and 
laid fiege to Doway, the enemy retreating to- 
wards Cambray, Marefchal Villars continued 
to command the French forces, which were ex- 
tremely numerous, and in good condition, con- 
fidering the wretched fituation of that kingdom. 
The number, indeed, was increafed by this cir- 
cumftance, that many fled to the army to preferve 
themfelves from the dreadful profpeé of perith- 
ing by famine. The marefchal having affem- 
bled all his forces, croffed the Schelde, and en- 
camped at Bouchain, declaring he would give 
battle to the confederates. The duke of Marl- 
borough altered the difpofition of his traops, 
and took proper precautions to give the enemy a 
powerful reception. 

Villars advanced in order of battle; but, upon 


® The lords alfo ordered, that the executioner fhould 
commit to the fame flames the famous decree of the uni- 
verfity of Oxford, as containing pofitions contrary to the 
conftitution of the kingdom, and deftru@tive of the pro- 
teftant fucceffion. A like fentence was pafled upon a 
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perceiving the fituation of the allies, he returned 
to the heights of St. Laurence, where he efta- 
blifhed his camp. His intention was, by con- 
tinual alarms, to interrupt the fiege of Doway, 
which was refolutely defended by a numerous 
garrifon, under monfieur Albergotti, who made 
a number of defperate fallies, in which the be- 
fiegers loft many lives. ‘They were alfo repulfed 
in feveral affaults; but ftill proceeded with in- 
defatigable perfeverance, till the garrifon, re- 
duced to the laft extremity, were obliged to 
furrender on the twenty-fixth of June. 

The generals, finding the enemy fo ftrongly 
entrenched between Arras and Miramont, that 
they could not be attacked without great danger, 
refolved to befiege Bethune, which was invefted 
on the filteenth of July, and furrendered on the 
twenty-ninth of Augult. Villars quitted his in- 
trenchments, and intended to raife the fieges 
but, upon viewing the fituation of the allies, he 
thought proper to alter his refolution, and again 
returned to hiscamp. Soon after, the confede- 
rates reduced the towns of Aire and St. Vin- 
cent; after which, the armies on both fides re- 
paired into winter quarters. 

The campaign on the Rhine was entirely in- 
active, nor was any thing of moment tranfaéted 
in Piedmont. The duke of Savov being indif- 
pofed, the command of the forces ftill remained 
vefted in count Thaun, who attempted to crofs 
the Alps, and force his way into Dauphiné, but 
the duke of Berwick had taken fuch precautions 
to defend them, that he defeated the defigns of 
the Imperial general. 

Confiderable achievements were performed in 
Spain, where both parties were conquerors and 
conquered by turns; in the courfe of which ge- 
neral Stanhope particularly diftinguifbed himfelf. 

In England, the Tories began to execute the 
fcheme they had formed for effe€ting the ruin 
of the Whig miniftrv. By the intrigues of 
Marley'and Mrs. Maiham they had entirely fe- 
cured the confidence of their fovereign: by the 
trial of Dr. Sacheverel, they bad poffeffed them- 
felves of the favour of the populace. From all 


book, entitled, ‘ A collection of Paflages referred to by 
‘** Dr. Sacheverel, in his Anfwer to the Articles of m- 
“ peachments.” Thefe he had felected from impious 
books, lately publithed, and they were read by his coun- 
cil as proofs that the church was in danger . 
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parts of the kingdom they procured addreffes 
to the queen, afflerting, in the ftrongeft terms, 
her hereditary right, and reprobating all refift- 
ance as a rebellious doftrine, founded upon 
antimonarchial and republican principles. 

The queen began to difplay her partiality to 
this party, by mortifying the duke of Marlbo- 
rough. » On the death of the earl of Effex, fhe 
wrote to the general, requefting that the regi- 
ment commanded by that nobleman fhould be 

iven to Mr. Hill, brother to Mrs. Mafham. 
The duke reprefented to her majefty in perfon, 
the injury which would be fuftained in the fer- 
vice from the promotion of fo young an officer, 
over the heads of fo many experienced men, 
who had given repeated proofs of their courage 
and capacity. He added, that he could not 
avoid confidering this extraordinary mark of re- 
gard to the brother $f Mrs. Matham, as a dif- 
approbation of himfelf and his family, who had 
fo much reafon to complain of that lady’s malice 
and ingratitude. : 

To this remonftrance the queen made no other 
anfwer, than that he would do well to advife 
with his friends. The earl of Godolphin en- 
forced the duke’s arguments, though without 
effe€t; and his grace retired in difguft to Wind- 
for. The queen appeared at council without 
noticing his abfence. The whole miniftry were 
aftonifhed at this alteration in her fentiments. 
Several noblemen ventured to fpeak to her on 
the fubje€t, expreffing their fears of the confe- 

uences of difpbliging a man who had per- 
ormed fuch eminent fervices tothe nation. She 
replied, that his fervices were ftill alive on her 
memory; and that fhe retained all her former 
kindnefs for his perfon. Hearing, however, that 
her conduct was cenfured by the public, and 


* Harley’s talents, if not of the higheft order, were 
refpedtable; and he employed them with desterity. Ob- 
fervant uf the difpofitions of individuals, he exercifed 
with effe@ the arts of infinuation; and, at the fame time, 
he ftudiutly diembled his own views, Though he la- 
sifhed his declarations of attachment, he was little af- 
fc€tel by the feeling. of real friendhhip. While Godol- 
plun was, in general, open and fincere, and declined 
the prom fe of what he could not perform, his adverfary, 
by plaubble profcfions, cherifhed, in the minds of thofe 
who coarted his favour, fuch hopes as he did not mean 
tu gratify. In nis principles he did not entirely coslefce 
with either of the contending parties; bat feemed to 
ebferve a medium between tucm. His ambstion was 
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that the houfe of commons intended to paft 
fome votes which would be difagreeable to her 
and her new counfellors, fhe ordered the eart of 
Godolphin to write to the duke, to defire he 
would difpofe of the regiment as he fhould think 
proper, and return to town immediately. But 
before he received this intimation, he had dif. 
patched a letter to the queen, complaining of 
the intrigues which had been carried on againft ’ 
him, lamenting the lofs of her majefty’s confi- 
dence, and defiring, as the Jaft favour, that fhe 
would permit him to retire from public bufinefs. 
The queen fent him a reply, importing, that his 
fufpicions were entirely groundlefs, and infifted 
on his coming to council. 

It afterwards appeared, however, that his 
apprehenftons were but too well founded, and 
that her majefty’s regard was alienated, not 
only from him, but alfo from the whole Whig 
party. As a proof of tnis, the office of lord- 
chamberlain was transferred from the duke of 
Kent to the duke of Shrewfbury, who had 
Jately fided with the Tories, and maintained an 
intimate correfpondence with Mr. Harley*. 
Even the earl of Sundcrland, though fon-in-law 
to the duke of Marlborough, was deprived of 
the office of fecretary of ftate, in which he 
was fucceeded by lord Dartmouth. The Tories 
exulted in the viétory they had gained. They 
extolled the queen for thus bravely afferting, as 
they expreffed it, her juft prerogative, and fet- 
ting herfelf free from an arbitrary cabal, by 
which fhe had been fo Jong held in abfolute 
dependence. The duke of Beaufort repaired 
to court upon this occafion, and affured her ma- 
jefty, he was extremely happy that he could 
now falute her queen in reality f. 

So fudden and entire a change in the mi- 

niftry 
great; but it was not accompanicd with rapacity. He 
was well acquainted with the hiftory and conftitution of 
his country, and not unihilledin finance. In polite lite- 
rature he was converfusit ; and wasa liberal patron of the 
learned. 

+ On the eighth of Auguft, the earl of Godolphin was 
deprived of his office, and the treafury put in commiflion, 
fubjeGed to the dire@lion of Mr. Harley, appointed chan- 
cellor of the exchequer and under-treafurer®, The carl 
of Rochefter was declared prefident of the council, in- 
ftead of lord Somers: the ftaff of lord fteward being 
taken from the duke of Devonthire was given to the” 
duke of Buckingham: and Mr. i being divefted’ 
of the office of fecretary of ftate, Henry St. John was 

advanced 


* The commiffioners were earl Poulet, Harley, Paget, Manfel, and Benfon. 
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niftry is not to be found in the Englifh hiftory; 
efpecially at a time, when men of diftinguifhed 
abijities and unqueftionable integrity bad per- 
formed fuch eminent fervices to their country. 
The next ftep was to transfer the lieutenancy of 
London into the hands of the Tories, and this 
point was effectually fecured by the intereft of 
the court, though they could not prevent fir 
Gilbert Heathcote, a ftaunch Whig, from being 
chofen lord mayor. The new adminiftration in 
England was introduced with a new parlia- 
ment. 

The attention of the public was engroffed by 
the net eleftions, which generally terminated 
in favour of the Tories; chiefly by means of 
the popular frenzy, raifed by the trial of Sache- 
verel, who was ufed as an inftrument to fluc- 
tuate the paflions of the vulgar*. 

The queen, in her fpeech to both houfes (fup- 
pofed to have been the produ€tion of Mr. Har- 
ley) adopted an expreffion very different from 
what had commonly been ufed on fimilar occa- 
fions, and was not favourably received by the 
public. Inftead of promifing to fupport the to- 
leration, the ufual phrafe, her majefty declared, 
in the language of Sacheverel, that fhe would 
maintain the “indulgence” by law allowed to 
{crupulous confciences. This was confidered 
as a tacit approbation of the conduét of that in- 
cendiary, and of all the effets with which it 
had been attended. 

The lords prefented an addrefs, importing, 
that they would concur in all reafonable mea- 
fures towards procuring an honourable peace. 
The addrefs of the commons difcovered the 
{pirit by which they were aftuated. They ex- 


vanced to that office. The lord chancellor having 
refigned the great feal, it was firft put in commiffion, and 
afterwards given to Simon Harcourt The earl of War- 
ton furrendered his commiflion of lord lieutenant of Ire- 
Jand, which the queen conferred upon the duke of Or- 
mond, The earl of Orford retired from the board of ad- 
miralty: Mr. George Granville was appointed fecretary 
of war in the room of Mr. Walpole: the command of 
the forces in Portugal was conferred on the earl of Poit- 
more: and the duke of Hamilton was declared lord licu- 
tenant of the county Palatine of Lancafter. - There was 
not even one Whig left in any department of ftate, ex- 
cept the duke of Marlborough: and even he would have 
refigned hiy command, had he not been perfuaded by his 
particular friends to decline {uch a ftep, which muft have 
proved: injutious to his country. In order to complete 
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horted her majefly to difcountenance all fuch 
aga and meafures as had lately threatened 

er royal crown and dignity; meafures, they 
faid, which, whenever they might prevail, would 
prove fatal to the conftitution both in church 
and ftate. 

In the houfe of peers, the earl of Scarbo- 
rough having moved, that the thanks of the 
houfe fhould be given to the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, the duke of Argyle ftarted fome objec- 
tions; and the general’s friends, apprehending 
that the queftion might be carried againft them, 
wifhed to defer the confideration of the pro- 
pofal till the duke fhould return to England. 
The earl of Peterborough was appointed am- 
baffador-extraordinary to the Imperial court; 
the earl of Rivers was difpatched in the fame 
chara€ter to Hanover; and Mr. Richard Hill 
nominated envoy-extraordiary to the United 
Provinces, as well as to the council of ftate 
appointed for the government of the Spanifh 
Netherlands, inftead of lieutenant general Ca- 
dogan, who was recalled. The duke cf Mazrl- 
borough arrived in England on the twenty-eighth 
of December. As he was no 'ftranger to the 
late revolution, he thought it prudent to avoid 
the leaft (how of popularity. Inftead of driving, 
as ufual, to St. James’s, he paffed quietly to 
Montague Houfe, whence, ater having refted 
afew hours, he flipped out at a private door, 
and repaired te court. He had a fhort con- 
ference with the queen, who informed him, that 
he muft not expe& the thanks of the parliament 
as formerly; but that fhe hoped he would live 
on good terms with her minifters. The duke, 
with a moderation truly admirable, expreffed 


the triumph of the Tories, the que*n diffo'ved the Whig 
parliament, and iffued writs for calling a new one. 

* At Bridgenorith, Dr. Sacheverel was met by Mr. 
Creffwel, a profeiled Jacobite, and a candidate for the 
enfuing pailiament, at the head of five thoufand horfe 
and three thoufand foot, wearing white knots edged 
with gold, and three leaves of gilt laurel in their hats. 
The hedges were for two miles decorated with gailands 
and flowers; and the fteeples covered with flags, ard 
ftreamers. Nothing was heard but the cry of “ The 
“* church and Dr, Sacheverel!” The clergy were tranf- 
ported with fpirit of enthufiafm; and, by thei: fermons 
and declarations, excited fuch a ferment among the peo- 
eh that few were returned for the new parlrament, but 
uch as diftinguifhed themfclves by ther frantic zeal 
againft the Whig adminiftration, 
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no refentment at her new regulations: but, from 
a fincere regard to the intereft of his country, 
refolved to retain the command of- the army; 
and as a proof of his fubmiffion, he affifted 
the next morning at a committee of the privy 
council. Neverthelefs as the queen’s regard 
was utterly alienated from the duchefs, he de- 
livered in a formal refignation of all his duchefs’s 
appointments; which were thofe of groom of 


the ftole, miftrefs of the robes, and keeper of | 


the privy-purfe. The two firft were given to 


the duchefs of Somerfet; the laft to the new ! 


favourite Mrs Mafham. ~ 
On the third of January *, the queen fent a 
meffage to both houfes, importing, that there 
had been an aétion in Spain to the difadvantage 
of king Charles; that the injury having fallen 
chiefly on the Englifh forces, fhe had given di- 
reétions for fending and procuring troops to re- 
pair the lofs: and that fhe hoped the parliament 
would approve of her conduét. The lords, in 
their anfwer to this meffage, declared, that as 
the misfortune in Spain might have been occa- 
fioned by fome preceding mifmanagement, they 
would ufe their utmoft endeavours to difcover 
It, fo as to prevent a fimilar calamity. They 
ceretey began an enquiry into the affairs of 
ain. 
After proceeding in the enquiry, the lords 


* A.D. 1711. 

+ Guifcard, the French partizan, who had planned 
the projet of invading Provence, thought himfelf but 
i!] rewarded with a precarious penfion of four hundred 
pounds, which he enjoved from the queen’s bounty. He 
had been abandoned by St.John, the former companion 
of his pleafure:; he had in vain endeavoured to obtain 
an audience of the queen, to folicit a more confiderable 
allowance. Harley was his enemy, and all accefs to her 
majefty was denied him. Provoked at thefe difappoint- 
ments, he refolved to make his peace with the court of 
France, and offered his fervices in a letter to one Moreau, 
a banker at Paris. His packet, which he attempted to 
tran{mit by the way of Portugal, wasintercepted, anda 
warrant i!!ued to apprehend him of high-treafon. When 
he wa: apprehended in St. James’s Park, he difcovered 
figns of guity confufion and defpair, and entreated the 
meffenger to deprive him inftantly of lite, Being con- 
ducted to the cockpit in a fort of ire he obferved a 

erknife lying «n the table, and took it up without 
bee notices by the meflengers. A committee of council 
was immediately fumn.oned, and Guifcard brought be- 
fore them to be examined. Findmg his correfpondence 
with Moreau was cifcovered, and defpairing ofa pardon, 
he refolved to make his ruin deftrudtive to his enemies. 
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paffed a vote, intimating, that the late minifter 
had- been negligent in managing the Spanith 
war, to the great prejudice of the nation, To 
this the commons, who were chiefly Tories, 
complied by a finall majority of votes. 

The lords concurred fo entirely with the com- 
mons, that the latter had no occafion to agi- 
tate the affairs of Spain. They therefore pro- 
ceeded to point out the pretended articles of 
mal-adminifiration. They examined into the 
management of the navy; and paffed fome cen- 
ures upon certain perfons concerned in con- 
tra€ts for victualling the feamen. 

A violent party in the lower houfe began to 
confider Harley as a moderate, inftead of violent 
Tory, becaufe he would not precipitately en- 
gage in all their furious meafures; they even 
began to doubt his influence, when his credit 
was confirmed by a very uncommon inci- 
dent f. 

Though the attempt upon the life of Harley 
was merely the effect of private refentment, the 
Torics refolved to convert it into a proof of his 
political principles. The two houfes of parlia- 
ment, in an addrefs to the queen, declared their 
belief, that Mr Harley’s fidelity to her majefty, 
and zeal for her fervicc, had drawn upon him 
the averfion of all the fupporters of Popery and 
fa€tion. They entreated her to take all poflible 


He defired to fpeak in private with fecretary St. John, 
whom he had probably determined to affatiinate. This 
requelt being refufed, he exclaimed, ‘‘ Viola qui ef? dur! pas 
‘©un mot! That’s hard! not one word!” St. John being 
out of his reach, he advanced to Mr. Harley; and cry- 
ing out, ‘‘ J’en veux donc a toi! Have al thee, then!” 
ftabbed him in the breaft with the penknife which he had 
concealed. 

The inftrument broke upon the bone, without penetrat- 
ing into the cavity: but he repeated the blow with fuch 
violence, that Harley immediatcly fell to the ground. 
St. John feeing him fall, exclaimed, ‘ The villain has 
6s killed Mr. Farle »? and drew his fword. His exe 
ample was followed by the duke of Newcaftle and others, 
who wounded Guifcard in fevcral places. Some of the 
members fecured themfelves with clairs againft the rage 
of the affaflin, who {cemed to threaten the whole affembly : 
others ran out to implore affifance. The fervants and 
door-keepers rufhed into the room and attacked the ruf- 
fian, who continued to detend himfclf with grest obiti- 
nacy, till at laft he was overpowered by Wilcox, one of 
the queen’s meflengers. His wounds, though dangerous, 
were not mortal; but he dicd of a gangrene, occafioned 


by the bruifes he had received in the ftruggle. 


care 


ANNE, 


care of her facred perfon; and to caufe all Pa- 
pits to be removed from the cities of London 
and Weftminfter. In compliance with this re- 
queft, a proclamation was publifhed, ordering 
the laws to be ftriftly enforced againft Pa- 
pifts. When Harley came firft to the houfe of 
commons after his recovery, he was congra- 
tulated upon it by the fpeaker in a florid ful- 
fome harangue, fabricated for the occafion*. 

To prevent fuch defperate defigns in future, 
‘an aét paffed, making an attempt upon the life 
of a privy-counfellor felony, without benefit of 
clergy. ‘The death of the earl of Rochefter hap- 
pening about this time, Harley had no compe- 
titor in the royal favour: he foon became fole 
minifter, was created baron of Wigmore, and 
elevated to the rank of earl by the ancient and 
noble titles of Oxford and Mortimer. To com- 
plete the meafure of his greatnefs, he was ap- 
pointed lord-treafurer, and entrufted with the 
{upreme dire€tion of public affairs, 

Happily for the Englifh miniftry, as well as 
for the houfe of Bourbon, an unexpefied event 
gave anew turn to the politics of Europe. This 
was the fudden death of the emperor Jofeph, 
whofe reign had been one continued feries of 
fuccefs. He was fucceeded, not only in all his 
hereditary honours and dominions, but alfo in 
the Imperial throne, by his brother the archduke 
Charles; and as it was contrary to the fpirit of 
the grand alliance, that the fame perfon thould 
poffefs Spain and the empire, Harley and his 
affociates ventured to avow their pacific fenti- 
ments. The fears of mankind were in a mo- 
ment changed; the liberties of Europe feemed 
now to be in greater danger from the power of 
the houfe of Auftria, than that of Bourbon. 

In the mean time hoftilities were carried on 
in every quarter. Difpofitions had been made 
by the allies, for taking the field early in Flan- 
ders; but the rigour of the feafon, and the un- 
expeted delay of fome reinforcements, pre- 
vented the duke of Marlborough from forming 


* Amidft the difputes which agitated the convocation 
about this time, the Anti-Trinitarian notions of Whitton 
came under confideration. The bifhops, being doubtful 
of the power of the affembly to proceed againft a heretic 
in the firft inftance, defired the opinions of the judges, 
of whom the major part afferted the competency of the 
convocation in this refpeét. Having ftill fome doubts, 
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his army before the beginning of May. His 
plan was, to open the campaign with the fiege 
of Arras and Cambray; the taking of which 
two important places would have left Picardy 
naked to the banks of the Somme. And the 
army originally deftined for the fervice of the 
confederates, would, probably, have been fuf- 
ficient to enable him to accomplifh this great 
defign. But the death of the emperor, while it 
opened a profpett of peace, obftruéted the 
operations of war. Prince Eugene being obliged 
to march toward the banks of the Rhine, with 
the greater part of the German troops, to pre- 
vent the French and their partizans from taking 
advantage of that evenf, by difturbing the: de- 
liberations of the ele€tors affembled at Frank- 
fart, the duke of Marlborough faw the neceffity 
of limiting his views. But his vigour and ac- 
tivity were not diminifhed. Though now -in- 
ferior in numbers to the enemy, he earneftly 
fought a battle, hoping to vanquith his political 
adverfaries, or leaft to clofe his military ex- 
ploits with a fplendid victory. But the caution 
of marefchal Villars, who was ftrongly pofted 
near Arleux, deprived the Englifh commander 
of any opportunity of acquiring this fatisfaction. 
By the moft mafterly movements, however, 
Marlborough eluded the vigilance of that able 
general, and got within the French lines, with- 
out the lofs of a man. He fat down before 
Bouchain in the fight of the enemy; and con- 
cluded the campaign, with the taking of that 
important place. 

Nothing memorable in the military line, was 
tranfa€ted in Germany: prince Eugene having 
defeated the hoftile defigns of the French, the 
electors proceeded coolly to the choice of a new 
chief; and the archduke, who had fo long con- 
tended for the crown of Spain, and even at- 
fumed the title of Charles III. was unanimoufly 
raifed to the Imperial dignity, by the name of 
Charles VI. 

On the fide of Piedmont, the duke of Ber- 


the prelates would only cenfure the obnoxious doétrines 
which Whifton had propagated; and the lower houle 
followed their example. 

In the fubfequent fynods, to the death of the queen, 
nothing memorable happened. Want of unanimity ftilk 
prevailed; and a warmth of zeal ftill influenced a great 
proportion of the clerical reprefentatives, Ch, £f. 
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wick, as formerly, fuccefsfully defended France 
againft the forces of the duke of Savoy. In 
Spain, the taking of Gironne, by the duke of 
Noailles, and the raifing of the filge of Cardona, 
by Staremberg, in defiance of a greatly fuperior 
army, under Vendome, were the only events of 
any confequence. No a€tion happened at fea, 
nor any event of importance, except the failure 
of an expedition, from Old and New England, 
againft Quebec, the capital of Canada. This 
enterprife is faid to have mifcarried from the late- 
nefs of the feafen at which it was undertaken, 
as well as from an ignorance of the navigation 
of the river St. Lawrence, where ten tranfports, 
and two thoufand five hundred men were loft. 

The general languor of the campaign, toge- 
ther with the elevation of the archduke Charles 
to the head of the empire, created in the Britith 
minifiry and the houfe of Bourbon, the moft 
fanguine hopes of peace. They had even ne- 
gociated fecretly during the fummer: and pre- 
liminaries were privately figned at London, on 
the twentv-feventh of September, By Menager, 
the French agent, and St. John, the Englith 
fecretaiy. This infidious tranfa@tion being ac- 
cidentwliv made Known, all the other allies were 
alarmed. Thev faw themfelvcs ready to be de- 
ferted by a power, which had been the prin- 
cipal fupport otf the war. And though not 
averfe to peace, they placed, no dependence in 
the negociations of men capable of fuch difin- 
genuous conduct; whofe fole objeé& feemed to 
be the fecuring to themfelves and their adhe- 
rents the emoluments of office, by terminating 
hoftilities, inftead of endeavouring to procure 
for their country and the confederates the fruits 
of fo many glorious victories, acquired at an 
enormous expence of blood and treafure*. 

The preliminaries, when communicated to 
the mintiters of the confederate ftates, ferved 
only to increafe their jealoufies and fears. ‘The 
relignation of Philip V. was no longer infifted 
op. At this omiflion the emperor was _parti- 


* This accufut.on is even, in a great degree, admitted 
by St. Jobn himfel!, who was deeply concerned in thefe 
fecret negocia tons.‘ I sin afraid,” fay. he, “ that the 
* principal {pring of ou: actions was to have the govern. 
“ment of the ftate in our hands; that our principal 
“ views were the cor.fervation of this power, great em- 
«* ploy ments to ourfelves, and great opportunities of re- 
~ warding thufe who had helped to raife us; to break 
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cularly offended: and count de Galas, the Im- 
perial ambaflador at the court of London, hav- 
ing in the height of his zeal for his mafter’s in- 
tereft, publifhed a copy of the artieles in a 
news-paper, as an appeal to the public, all 
england was thrown into a ferment. The peo- 
ple were highly enraged at the new miniftry, for 
negociating fecretly with France; a power, 
whofe ambition had fo long alarmed her neigh- 
bours, and whofe humiliation had been the de- 
clared obje€t of the Grand Alliance. They 
juitly fufpeted the court of finifter defigns; ef- 
pecially as the ftipulations in the preliminaries 
fell infinitely below their expeflations, after fo 
fuccefsful a war. The more moderate Tories, 
aihamed of their leaders, alfo took part with the 
offended allies: and the Whigs, though they ad- 
mitted the feafon for negociation to be arrived, 
cxecrated the mode, and attempted to vilify the 
men by whom the negociation was conducted. 
The Englifh minittry, however, were not 
without their advocates. The pens of the moft 
celebrated writers of the age were engaged in 
vindication of their meafures, and to render def- 
picable their political enemies. Defended by 
fuch powerful advocates, and encouraged by 
the favour of their fovereign, they were refo- 
lutely determined to fupport the preliminaries. 
The queen therefore informed the parliament, 
on its meeting, in a fpeech from the throne, that, 
nolwithfanding the arts of thofe that delight in 
iar, both time and place were appointed for 
pening the treaty of a general peace, that fhe 
was refuiv-d to improve and enlarge the intereft 
of her {ubje€ts in trade and commerce; and 
that fhe would not only endeavour to procure 
ample fatisfa€tion to her allies, but to unite them 
in the ftriGteft engagements, in order to render 
permanent the public tranquillity. She added, 
that the moft effe€tual method of treating for 
peace, was to make an early provifion for pro- 
fecuting the war; fhe therefore demanded the 
ufual fupplies, and recommended unanimity, 


‘ the body of the Whigs,” adds he; ‘ to render their 
* fupports (the Dutch and the other allies) ufelefs to 
* them, and to fill the employments of the kingdom, 
*« down to the meaneft, with Tories.” (Letter to fir 
William Wyndham.) ‘ Peace,” continues he, © had been 
6 judged, with reafon, to be the only folid foundation 
« ‘whereupon we could ere@t a Tory fyftem.” lod. 
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The fupplies were cheerfully granted by the 
commons, who replied to the queen’s fpeech in 
an affeftionate addrefs. The lords were not fo 
courteous. They encumbered their addrefs with 
a claufe, ** That no peace could be fafe or ho- 
“ nourable, if Spain and the Indies fhould be 
“ permitted to remain with any branch of the 
“ houfe of Bourbon:” and this addition was 
carricd, by a majority of the houfe, though the 
miniftry oppofed it with all the influence of 
government. The queen returned an ambi- 
guous anfwer to an addrefs fo fubverfive of her 
meafufes; and as the vote for the obnoxious 
claufe was known to have been in a great mea- 
fure procured by the intrigues of the duke of 
Marlborough, the faw the neceflity of depriving 
him of his employments, or of difmifling her mi- 
nilter, and impeding the progrefs of the treaty 
of peace. Choofing the. former of thofe alter- 
natives, fhe fent the duke a letter, informing 
him that fhe had no more occafion for his fer- 
vice; and in order to fecure a majority in 
the houfe of lords, twelve gentlemen devoted 
to the court, were created peers. The new 
peeis were: lord Compton and lord Bruce, 
fons of the earls of Northampton and Avlef- 


bury: lord Dupplin, of the kingdom of Scot-— 


land, created baron Hay, of Bedwardin, in 
the county of Hereford; lord vifcount Wind- 
for, of Ireland, made baron Mountjoy in the 
Ifle of Wight; Henry Paget, fon of lord Paget, 
created baron Burton in the county of Stafford: 
fir Thomas Manfel, baron Manfel, of Margam, 
in the county of Glamorgan: fir Thomas Wil- 
loughby, baron Middleton, of Middleton, in the 
county of Warwick: fir Thomas Trevor, baron 
Trevor of Bromham in the county of Bedford: 
George Granville, baron Lanfdowne, of Bidde- 
ford in the county of Devon: Samuel Mafham, 
baron Mafham of Oates in the county of Effex: 
Thomas Foley, lord Foley of Kidderminfter in 
the county of Worcefter: Allen Bathurft, baron 
Bathurft of Battlefden in the county of Bed- 
ford*. 

This was. an extraordinary ftretch of prero- 
gative, and excited great alarm in the inde- 
pendent part of the nobility; as it was evident, 


* Sir Miles Wharton was alfo propofed to be added to 
the pecrage; but, when he reflected un the obvious pur- 
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that the fovereign, by fuch an arbitrary exertion 
of royalty, could at any time over-rule their re- 
folutions. But as law was on the fide of the 
crown, they found it neceffary to fubmit to the 
indignity. The Whigs were filled with con- 
fternation at thefe bold meafures; and as their 
leaders now defpaired of being able to reinftate 
themfelves in the adminiftration by more gentle 
means, they are fuppofed to have planned a 
new revolution. It is however certain, that the 
heads of the party held frequent cabals with 
the Dutch and Imperial ambaffadors, and with 
the baron de Bothmar, envoy from the eleCtor of 
Hanover, who prefented, in the name of his 
matter, a ftrong memorial againft the projeCted 
peace: declaring, that the Pits of a glorious 
war would be loft, fhould Spain and the Indies 
be abandoned to the duke of Anjou. And 
every method was taken, particularly by the earl 
of Sunderland and lord Halifax, to imprefs the 
people with a belief, that the chief view of the 
prefent miniftry was the reftoration of the ex- 
cluded family. They therefore affirmed, that 
the Proteflant fucceflion was in danger, and 
urged the neceflity of fending for the eleGtor of 
Hanover or his fon. 

It has already been obferved, that the em- 
peror had refufed to agree to the negociation, 
which had for fome time been carrying on be- 
tween the courts of London and Verfailles-; 
and had employed his utmoft endeavours to 
render it ineffectual. Failing, however, in his 
attempts, he now fent over prince Eugene to 
England with a letter to the queen, and in- 


| ftructions to propofe a new fcheme for profe- 


cuting the war with frefh vigour. The prince 
arrived at London in the beginning of January; 
and was treated by the queen, the minifters, 
the nobility, and the foreign ambafladors, with 
that diftinguifhed refpe€t to which he was en- 
titled by his high quality and eminent talents. 
Her majefty informed him in a private au- 
dience, that fhe was forry her health did not 
permit her to {peak with his highnefs as often 
as fhe could wif; but that the had ordered the 
treafurer and fecretary St. John to receive his 
propofals, and confer with him as frequently as 


pofe of thefe new creations, he declined an offer which he 
configered as difgraceful. t A.D. 1712, 
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he fhould think proper: He expreffed an un- 
common regard fbr the duke of Marlborough, 
notwithftanding his difgrace. The lord trea- 
furer, while he entertained him at dinner, de- 
clared, “ that he Jooked upon that day as the 
“* happieft in the whole courfe of his life, fince 
* he had the honour to fee in his houfe the 
© preateft general of his age.” The prince in- 
ftantly replied, “* If Iam, your lordthip has the 
<« honour of it:” alluding to the earl's intrigues, 
which had deprived the duke of Marlborough 
of all his employments, and thus removed the 
prince from a rival in military fame. 

The Tories feemed at firft to concur with the 
Whigs in manifefting their refpe@ for this illuf- 
trious ftranger; but it foon appeared, that all 
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before the reft of the Englith nobility: the trea. 
furer, fenfible of the popularity of fuch a mea- 
fure, refolved to take the merit of it to himfelf. 
In confequence of which, he introduced a bill 
for giving precedence to the whole eleCtoral fa- 
mity, as children and nephews of the crown; 
and when it had paffed into an a@, he fent it 
over to Hanover by Mr. Thomas Harley, a re- 
lative of the prime minifter. He fuppofed by 
this ftep, to convince the cle¢tor, of the fincere 
attachment of the prefent miniftry to the intereft 
of his family; but that prince was too fagacious 
to be thus amufed, refolving to repofe his con- 
fidence in thofe, on whom he could more firmly 
depend. 

The Tories had fo long been triumphant 


their complaifance proceeded from hypocrify and | over the Whigs, that they were now become 


diflimulation. 


Thev knew the prince was a | impatient of the leaft contradiftion; and as 


friend to the Whig party; and they were fen- | fome members, though they could not form 


fible, that he held private conferences with the 
duke of Marlborough, the earl of Sunderland, 


the lords Somers, Hallifax, and others; and they — 


any confiderable oppolition, ftill took the li- 
betty of expofing their conduét with equal 
{pirit and ability, they refolved to be revenged 


were apprehenfive, that by his influence with | on all thofe who dared to be guilty of this 


thefe noblemen, he might confirm them in a 
more violent oppofition to the treaty of peace 


which wasagitating. They refolved, therefore, | 
for fome time enjosed the office of fecretary at 


to make his refidence in the kingdom as Gifa- 
greeable to him as poffible. With this view 
they excited party-riots in order to infult his 
perfon: they bad even the infolence to infert in 
one of the public papers, fome fcandalous re- 
fieétions on the countefs of Soiffons, his mother. 
The prince received thefe infults with his ufual 
magnanimity: and finding it impoffible to make 
any impreffion on the queen or her minifters, 
retired, to the continent, as much difpleafed 
with the court, as he had reafon to be fatistied 
with the people of England. By this time the 
pee was re-aflembled; and the queen 

eing confined with the gout, difpatched a 
meffage to both houfes, importing, that the ple- 
nipotentiaries were arrived at Utrecht, and were 
employed in concerting meafures for procuring 
fatisfaftion to all her allies: that the terms of 
fhould be communicated to the parliament 

fore they were finally concluded. 

The duke of Devonfhire having, in confe- 
quence of a motion which he had formerly 
made, prepared a bill for giving precedence to 
the elector of Hanover, as duke of Cambridge, 


prefumption. 
The firft torrent of their vengeance was di- 
reted againft Mr. Robert Walpole, who had 


war. This gentleman, finding the contractors 
for the forage in Scotland derived great profits 
from this branch of bufinefs, recommended a 
friend of his own to be admitted as a partner, 
The contra€tors, rather than difcover the fecret 
of their trade, agreed to prefent the perfon re- 
commended, with the fum of five hundred 
pounds. But being ignorant of his addrefs, they 
direSted the bill to Mr. Robert Walpole, who 
indorfed it, and the gentleman received the 
money. Both he and the contractors who re- 
mitted it, folemnly declared, that Mr. Walpole 
had never recetved a fingle farthing of the pre- 
fent. The commons, regardlefs of thefe decla- 
rations, conftrued this tranfaétion into a bribe. 
They voted Mr. Walpole guilty of corruption, 
committed him to the Tower, and expelled him 
the houfe; and when he was afterwards re- 
chofen for Lynn Regis, which he had before 
reprefented, they procured a petition tu be pre- 
ferred againft him, and voted himy incapable to 
be elected a member to ferve in the prefent par- 
liament. 

The 
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The commons were not met merely to exa- 
mine arguments; or even to enquire into facts; 
their fole intention was to blacken and degrade 
the charafters of their enemies: they thesefore 
voted, that the duke of Marlborough’s prac- 
tices were unwarrantable and illegal; and that 
the annual dedu&tion from the pav of the fo- 
reign troops, which he had regularly claimed 
and received for his private ufe, as commander 
in chief, was to be accounted for as public 
money. Thefe refvulutions were Jaid before the 
queen, who ordered the attorney general to 
profecute the duke for the mon.y he had re- 
ceived by virtue of her own warrant. 

By this time the conferences for peace were 
begun at Utrecht*. The Britith plenipoten- 
tiaries were Robinfon bifhop of Briftul, lord 
privy-feal, and the earl of Strafford: the chief 
of the Dutch deputies were Buys and Vander- 
duffen; and the French king granted his powers 
to the marefchal D’Uxelles, the abbot de Po- 
lignac, and monfieur Menager, who had been 
in England. The minifters of the emperor and 
Savov alfo affifted at the congrefs; to which the 
empire and the other allies afterwards fent their 
plenipotentiaries, though not without reluét- 
ance. The only intention, however, of this 
congrefs appears to have been to amufe and 
cajole the confederates, till the fecret treaty 
which had fo long been negociating between 
the courts of London and Verfailles, fhould be 
finally completed. , 

In the beginning of April, the duke of Or- 
mond, who was now invefted with the fupreme 
command of the Britifh forces, repaired to the 
Hague, and affured the States, that he had her 
majefty’s eaprefs orders to a€t vigoroufly in the 
profecution of the war. He was joined by 
prince Eugene at Tournay; and on the twenty- 
firft of May, the allied army, paffing the Schelde, 
encamped at Solemnes and Neufville. The [m- 
perial general propofed that they fhould attack 
the French army under Villars, or inveft the 
town of Quefnoy; but by this time the duke 
had received frefh orders,.by which he was 
re(trained from hazarding either a liege or a 
battle: a circumftance well known to the 
French commander, who thencefo:th continued 
to correfpond with his grace. It could not be 
Jong concealed from priuce Eugene and the de- 
puties, who inftantly difpatched an exprefs to 
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their principals on the fubje&, and afterwards 
delivered a long memorial to the duke, repre. 
fenting the danger which mutt refult to the grand 
alliance, by his obedience to fuch an order. He 
feemed to be extremely diffatisfied with his fitu- 
ation; and, in a letter to fecretary St. John, 
expreffed a defire, that the quecn would permit 
him to return to England. 

Notwithftanding the queen’s order, which 
Ormond had not yet openly declared, prince 
Eugene laid fiege to the town of Quefhoy: and 
the duke furnifhed, towards this enterprize, 
feven battalions and nine fquadrons of the fo- 
reign troops maintained at the jcint expence of 
Great Britain and Ilolland. The Dutch de- 
puties at Utrecht, expoftulating with the bi- 
fhop of Briftol, on the duke’s refufing to co- 
operate with the allies, that prelate informed 
them, that he had lately received an exprefs 
with a letter from her majefty, intimating, that, 
as the States General had not properly anfwered 
her advances, they ought not to be furpiized, 
if fhe now thought herfelf at liberty to enter 
into a feparate negociation, in’order to procure 
a peace for her own convenience. The depu- 
lies remonftrating againft fuch a conduét, as 
contrary to all the alliances between the queen 
and the States General, the bifhop faid, his in- 
ftruétions further imported, that, confidering 
the conduét of the States towards her maiefty, 
fhe thought herfelf difengaged from all alliances 
and engagements with their High Mighti- 
neffes. 

Such a difengenuous proceeding could not 
fail to alarm the States General. ‘They inftantly 
concerted meafures with the ele€lor of Hanover, 
the landgrave of Heffe Caffel, and fome other 
princes of the empire, for maintaining the tronps, 
that were in the joint pay of England and Hol- 
land. They wrote a long letter to the queen, 
and ordered their envoy at London to deliver it 
into her own hand. Count Zinzendorf, the 
emperor’s plenipotentiary, difpatched expreffes 
to his mafter, to prince Kugene, and to the Im- 
perial ambaffador at London. ‘The queen and 
her minifters feemed to be ftartled at the violence * 
of their own meafures. A council was imme- 
diately held at Kentington; and treth orders 
were difpatched to the duke of Ormond, com- 
manding him to concur with the general of the 
allies in a fiege. 


# The firft conference took place on the! 8th of January, according to the old ftyle. 
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The duke’s condno& was no fooner known in 
England, than the whole nation manifefted their 
aftunifhment and indignation. In the houfe of 
peers, lord Hiallifax reprefented the ill confe- 
quences of the duke’s refuling to co-operate 


with prince Eugene; and moved for an addrefs, ° 


entreating her majefty to be pleafed to order 
her general to a€t offeniively, in concert with 
her allies, The trenfurer alledged, that it was 
imprudent to hazard a battle on the eve of a 
peace, efpecially in tranfacting bafinefs with an 
enemy, who was not remarkable for adhering 
to his word. he earl of Wharton replied, that 
he was extremely glad to hear his lordfhip ac- 
knowledge the infincerity of the French king; 
but that, in his opinion, this was a {trong ar- 
gument for keeping no meafures with fuch an 
enemy, but rather for pufhing him to the utmoft 
extremity, till at laft he fhould be compelled to 
at with fincerity and juttice. 

When Oxford declared, that the duke of 
Ormond had received inftructions to join the 
allies in a fiege, the duke of Marlborough ob- 
ferved, that he Could not reconcile to the rules 
of war, orders to join in a fiege, and not to 
hazard a hattle; as a fiege could not be con- 
duted without riiking a battle, if the enemy 
fhould endeavour to retieve the piace. The earl 
of Nottingham faid, be could not comprehend 
the meaning of giving orders to an Englith 
general to avoid an engagement, unlefs fome 
able were apprehenfive of weakening the 

rench to fucha degree, as to render them 
incapable of contributing towards the accomplith- 
ment of defigns, which they were afraid to 
own. 

The duke of Devonthire added, that he was, 
by ptoximity of blood, more nearly concerned 
than any other perfon, in the reputation of the 
duke of Ormond; and therefore could not avoid 
expreffing his furprize, that any one fhould pre- 
fume to make a nobleman of the firft rank, and 
of fo diflinguifhed a chara€ter, the inftrument 
of fuch proceedings. Earl Pawlet replied, that 
no perfon could entertain a doubt of the duke 


* Pawlet’s infulence wa; only exceeded by his timi- 
dity, He was inttant’y {rized with an univerfal trep-da- 
tion; and his lady perceiving his emstion, enquired the 
eaufe of his tremor. Hearing the tremendous intelli- 
gence from her confort, fhe communicated the particulars 
to the earl of Dartmouth, fecretary of fiate. Two cen- 
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of Ormond’s courage; but he was not like a 
certain general, who conducted troops to the 
flaughter, to caufe a great number of officers to 
be fain, that he might enrich himfelf by dif- 
pofirtg of their commiffions. 

This reflection was fo evidently pointed at the 
duke of Marlborough, that his meaning could 
not poflibly be mifunderflood. His grace had 
the temper to diflemble his refentment for the 
prefent; but as foon as the houfe was dif- 
miffed, he fent lord Mohun to the carl with 
a meflage, importing, that he fhould be glad to 
com> to an explanation with his lordfhip about 
fome expretfions which he had ufed in that day’s 
debate: and defiring his company to take the 
air in the country *, 

The minifiry were no lefs powerful in the 
lower, than in the upper houfe. Mr. Pulteney 
moved for an addrefs to her majefty, acquaint- 
ing her, that her faithful commons were alarmed 
at the intelligence they had received from abroad, 
that her general in Flanders, had declined a€ting 
offenfively againit France, in concurrence with 
her allies, and requefling her to difpatch fpeedy 
orders to profecute the war with vigour; but 
the motion was rejeéled by a very confiderable 
majority. 

A certain member, having affirmed, that the 
prefent negociation had been conduéted in a 
clandeftine and treacherous manner, Mr. fecre- 
tary St. John faid, he hoped it would not be 
deemed treachery to a& for the advantage of 
Great Britain: that he gloried in the {mall thare 
he had in the tranfaQion; and whatever cenfure 
he might incur for it, the fatisfaGtion of ating 
in that view, would be a fufficient recompence. 
After fome debate, the houfe refolved, that the 
commons repofed entire confidence in her ma- 
jefty’s promife, to conimunicate to her parlia- 
ment, the terms of peace, before it fhould be 
concluded: and that they would fupport her 
againft all thofe who fhou'd endeavour to ob- 
ftru&t it. The queen thanked them for this re- 
folution, as being dutiful to her majefty, honeft 
to their country, and very feafonable at that 


tinels were immediately placed at his lordthip’s gate: 

the’ queen, by the medium of lord Dartmouth, defired 

the duke of Mailborough to proceed no farther in the 
arrel: and he uflured her that he would punctually 
y her majefty’s commands, 


5 junQure 
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Jun@ure, when fo many artifices were practifed 
to prevent an advantageous peace, or procure 
&n injurious one to Britain. 

On the fifth of June, her majefty came to 
the houfe of peers and communicated the plan 
of peace to the parliament, according to the 
promife fhe had made. She declared, that 
though the making of peace and war was the 
unqueftionable prerogative of the crown, fhe 
had fuch confidence in her faithful parliament, 
that fhe naw thought proper to acquaint them 
with the terms, upon which a folid peace mighit 
be finally concluded. 

Thoefe-terms, however, were fo generally dif- 
approved, that the public funds, which upon 
the profpe&t of a proper peace, had, that very 
morning, rifen about five per cené. immediately 
funk to their former value. A majority, how- 
ever, was already fecured in both houfes of par- 
liament; and this feems to have been the only 
circumftance to which the miniftry were atten- 
tive. An addrefs of thanks and approbation was 
inftantly toted, prepared and prefented by the 
comhmons in a body. AVhen the houfe of lords 
took the {peech into confideration, the duke of 
Marlborough affirmed, that the meafures pur- 

-fued for a -year-paft were in dire&t oppofition 
to her majefty’s engagement with her allies: 
that they. fullied the triumphs and glories of her 
reign,:and would render the Engtifi name odious 

*to all nations. The earl of Stafford declared, 
that fome of the allies would not have fhewn 
fuch backwardnefs to a peace, had they not 
been perluaded and encouraged to profecute the 
war by a member of that illuftrious affembly, 
who maintained a fecret correfpondence with 
them, and fed them with hopes that they would 
be fupported by a ftrong party in England. 

To this infinuation againft the duke of Marl- 
borough, lord Cowper replied, that the noble- 
man who fpoke laft, bad refided fo long abroad, 
that he feemed to have forgot the conftitution of 
his country:- that according to our laws, it 


meaneft fubjé@, much lefs in any member of 
that auguft aflembly, to correfpond with the 
allies of the nation; fuch allies efpecially, whofe 
intereft her majefty had declared to be infepa- 
rable from her own, in ‘her fpeech at the open- 
ing of the feflion: but it would be difficult to 
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reconcile either with our laws, or with the laws 
of honour and juftice, the conduét of fome per- 
fons, in treating clandeftinely with the common 
enemy, without the participation of the allies. . 

The Tories, however were lefs anxious about 
anfwering objections than finifhing the debate, 
as they were certain of a confiderable majurity. 
The houfe accordingly agreed to an addrefs, in 
which they thanked tht queen for her great 
condefcenfion, in communicating the conditions 
of peace to her parliament; and declared them- 
felves perfe€tly fatisfied with her conduct. A 
motion was made for a claufe in the addrefs, 
defiring her majeftv, to take fuch meafures, in 
concert with her allies, as might induce them to 
join with her in a mutual guaranty. Strong ar- 
guments were ufed in favour of this motion, 
but the queftion being put, the claufe was re- 
jetted. 

The commons, to demonftrate their attach- 
ment to the court, refolved to exprefs their dif. 
pleafure againft bifhop Fleetwood, who, in a 


- preface to four fermons, which he had publifhed, 


took occafion to extol the late miniftry, at the 
expence of the prefent adminift:ation. 
Complaint being made of this performance 
in the houfe, the commons voted it fa€tious and 
malicious, tending to create difcord and fedition 
among her majefty’s fubje€ts, and condemned 
it to be burned by the hands of the common 
executioner. At the fame time, they prefented 
an addrefs to the queen, affuring her of the juft 
fenfe they entertained of the indignity offered her 
by printing and publifhing a letter from the ftates- 
eneral; and defiring fhe would fo far refent 
Fach infults as to give no anfwer, for the future, 
to any letters or memorials, that fhould be ufher- 
ed into the world in that irregular manner, 
Notwithftanding the complaifance of the par- 
liament, the nation was violently enraged at the 
terms of the pacification, and were not fcru- 
pulous of avowing their fentiments. The mi- 


' niftry, however, found means to procure ad- 
could hever be fuggefted as a crime in the 


drefles, approving their conduét, from the city 
of London, and From moft of the corporations 
and counties in the kingdom, and thefe they 
very ferioufly interpreted into a certain proof of 

the fatisfa€tion of the public. 
During the altercation and fufpence occafion- 
ed by the inaQiivity of the duke of Ormond, 
Ll prince 
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prince Eugene laid fege to Quefnoy; and; in | was fill able-to purfue -his conquefts, notwith. 


order to encourage the confederates, and aftonith 
the enemy, by a bold enterprife, he privately 
detached major-genera] Groveftein, with fifteen 
-hundred cavalry, to penetrate into the heart of 
France. This officer, haviog entered Cham- 
pagne, Sra fucceflively the Noire, the Maefe, 
the Mofelle, and the Saar; levied contributions 
as far as the gates of- Metz; {psead conftemna- 


tion cven to Verfailles; and after ravaging the - 


country, and carrying off a rich booty, retired lei- 
‘furely towards Trerbach. In the mean time the 
fiege of Quefnoy was conduéted with fuch vi- 
gour, that de ears was taken almoft by affault, 
and the garrifon furrendered prifoners of war. 
Thefe fucceffes greatly elevated the {pirits of 
the Dutch and Imperialifts, which bad been de- 
.preffed by the inaftivity of Ormond; but when, 
inftead of an order to co-operate with them 
againft the common enemy which they daily 
expected, he informed them of a ceffation of 
arms between France and England, their de- 
jection was renewed. They were, however, 
in fome degree confoled on Seed Sees the 
Joreign troops in the pay of Great Britain re- 
JSufed to obey his command. This refufal re- 
duced the duke toa ftate of great perplexity, 
and threw the Britih miniftry into no 
confternation. They had loft the confidence of 
the allies, and had even fallen under the diftraft 
of the court of Verfailles. The king of France 
therefore thought proper to fufpend his mandate 
for the delivery of Dunkirk, ¢ till all the troops 
* in the pay of Great Britain thould quit the 


‘© army of the confederates.” But on pofitive 


orders being difpatched to the duke of Ormend, 
to “ feparate the Britifh forces from thole of 
“* the allies,” and affurances given to the French 


monarch, by the exprefs command of queen . 
hain. Thefe conquefts clofed the apetations in 


Anne, that the confederates thould ‘receive sto 
more of her money, the fcruples of Lewis were 
removed, Ormond complying with his softruc- 
tions, retired towards Ghent with the Britith 
ae and Dunkirk was delivered to brigedier 


‘The Britith forces had eminently diftinguithed 
themfelves in the courfe of this celebrated «war. 
Their example was as effeGual as their efforts, 


though thefe were trantcendently heroic. Prince . 


Eugene, however, to thew the alligs that he 


fanding the withdrawing of fo.galiant a body of 
men, laid fiege to Landrecy.. Villars: received 
orders-to attetapt its relief. The'Freach general 
accordingly ppt his army in motion, 9s if he in- 
tended to give battle to the main body of the 
confederates; but after making a feint of pro- 
ceeding towards their right, he turned {uddenly 
off te the Jeft, and marching all night, attacked 
unexpectedly a detachment of fourteen thoufand 
men, which had been placed at Denain, under 
the earl of Albemarle, in order to favour the 
paflage of the convoys from Marchiennes. This 
detachment was expeditioufly routed, and almoft 
deftroyed. Four thoufand fugitives only efcaped 
to the principal army. Exclufive of the lofs 
fuftained in the ation, fifteen bundred men were 
drowned in the Scheldt, and two thoufand fell 
into the hands of the vi€tors; among whom 
was the earl of Albemarle, with many other 
officers of diftin@tion. Prince Eugene, ‘march- 
ing to the affiftance of Albemarle, in order to 
gkebia this difafter, arrived when bis aid was 

come ufelefs, Ina fit of defpair, he ordered 
the bridges on the Scheldt, near Deaain, fo be 
attacked, and wantonly threw away the lives of 
a thoufand men; -for had the bridges been aban- 


fmall .doned to him, he ,would not liave been.able:to 


crofs the river, in the fave of the Hrench army. He 
failed, however, in the etterppt!, Yet wauld he 
have continued the.fiege of Landrecy, and might 
pethaps have become mafter:of \the. place, not- 
withftanding this check; but the field deputies 
of the States abliged him to relinquith thé en- 
terprife, and retire to. Mons. . Villars in the 
mean time, havigg taken Marchiennes, where'the 


‘principal magagines of the confederates wete 


kad icy ; sor tay now imatter .of the field, 
uced {uecefively Doway, Quefnoy, and Bou- 


Flanders. No’ important enterprife was. under- 
taken, durtmg ‘the campaign, xin any . other 


uarter. cited 
- Tre court of Verfsilles was highly. deli 


- withta {uecefs fo unexpected and.extradrdiasry. 


Nor was the joy of the Brith miniftry, at the 
change of affairs in Flanders, lefs fincere, thoagh 
pik evi - They knew that the body af the 
¢ tes, anlefs lult to.all fenfe! ofprudence 
would no Jonger attempt so continue the war, 
5 a Loe u 
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fhould Great Britain defert the Grand Alliance; 
and confequently the Whigs, their political ene- 
mies, already humbled, would now become lefs 
formidable. In this conjeGture they were’ not 
deceived*. The eyes of the Dutch were firft 
open to their own. perilous fituation, and to 
the neceffity of renewing the conferences at 
Utrecht, which had been .for fome time inter- 
qupted. Inftead of preforibing terms to the 
houfe af Bourbon, they now acceded to the plan 
of pacification fettled between Great Britain and 
France. Their example was followed by the 
duke of Savoy and the king of Portugal. And 
the emperor, though anxious to continue the 
war, being unable to fupport any military ope- 


rations in Spain, agreed to the evacuation of 


Catalonia; by which he indire&tly acknowledged 
the title of Philip V. 

During thefe approaches towards a Seal pa- 
gification, queen Anne was ftrongly folicited by 
the Jacobites, to adopt fome meafure in favour 
of the Pretender. To remove the fears of the 
Englifh nation, excited by his connexion with 
‘France, he had quitted St. Germains the pre- 
ceding fymmer, and now refided at Bar, in the 
territories of the duke of Lorraine And though 
the queen’s timidity, aided by the infinuations 
of Oxford, made her decline all propofals for 
ailing her ‘brother mto the kingdom, or repeal- 
ding the aft of ‘Settlement, the was extremely 
“anxious ito concert with ‘Lewis XIV. fome plan 
dor: his ‘acceflion to the throne, after her de- 
ceafd. ee 
- Qsxford continued to promate the negocia- 
‘tion for peace, as neceflary to the fecurity of 
his ow=wn power, which he hoped to poffefs dur- 
dng the ‘exiftence of this miftrefs; and.as the de- 
rchaing. health of the queen feemed to predié 
Ahat her death could be no very diftant event, the 
lord treafurer perhaps imagined, that in fecrefly 
dupporting the parlianventary ‘ettlement of the 
arown, he imight open to himfelf a profpeQ of 
exteading his adininiftration even into the reign 
of er {aucefior, “Erom thefe, or other motives, 
bé defeated theantrigues of the ‘Jacobites, while 
he haftened the reftaration of tranquillity to 
Europe. And:the tweaties between the different 
powers, fo:long negociated, were at lift hgned 
at Utrecht, on the-thirty-firft of March, in one 
‘thouland Seven bugdred and thirteen, by the 
* A.D. 1718. 
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er eal of France, England, Portugal, 
ruflia, Savoy, and the United Provinces; the 
emperor determining to continue the war, and 
the king of Spain refufing to fign the Wiggs 
till a principality fhould be provided, in the 
Low Countries, for the princefs Orfini, the 
queen’s favourite. 

Thé treaties of peace and commerce hetween 
Great Britain and France being ratified by the 
queen, the parliament was affembled on the 
ninth of April. Her majefty, in her fpeech to 
both houfes, obferved, that the inftrument was 
figned, and the ratifications would in a few days 
be exchanged: that fhe hoped what fhe had 
done for the Proteftant fucceffion, and the per- 
fe&t friendfhip fubfifting between her and the 
houfe of Hanover, would convince thofe who 
wifhed well to both, and defired the quiet and 
fafety of their country, how vain all their at- 
tempts were to divide them: that fhe left it un- 
tirely to the houfe of commons, to determine 
what force might be neceffary for the fecurity of 
trade by fea, and for the purpofe of guards and 
garrifons: that fhe conjured them to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to appeafe the minds of men at 
home, that the arts of peace might be cultivat- 
ed: and that groundlefs jealoufies, contrived by 
a fa€tion, and fomented by a party-rage, might 
not effet that, which their foreign enemies 
were unable to accomplifh. Addrefles of thanks 
and congratulation were immediately prefented 
by both houfes of parliament. The ratifications 
of the treaty being exchanged, the peace was 
proclaimed on the fifth of May with the ufual 
ceremonies; and it was about this time, that 
the pretender tranfmitted a printed remonftrance 
to the plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, folemnly 
protefting againft whatever might be ftipulated 
to his prejudice. The commons had prefented 
4 fecond addrefs, entreating her majelty to 
communicate to the houfe, in due time, the 
treaties of peace and commerce with France; 
and thefe accordingly were now delivered by 
Mr. Benfon, chancellor of the exchequer. 

The treaty being concluded by a Tory mi- 
niftry, the commons were determined to fup- 
port it at all events. Accordingly it was re- 
folved by a great majority, that a bill fh uld be 
brought in to defend the contefted artiues. Phe 
Portuguefe minicer, alarmed at this refolution, 

preiented 
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prefented a memorial declaring that, fhould the 


duties on French wines be reduced to a level . 


with thofe which were impofed on the wines of 
Portugal, his mafter would renew the prohibi- 
tion of the woollen manutatures, and other pro- 
dutis of Great Britain. 


r 


The whole commercial | 


part of the nation exclaimed againft the treaty | 


of commerce, which was generally allowed by 
all who underitood the fubjeét, to be the moft 
ignorant difplay of politics that ever was con- 
certed., ss 

The miniftry, apprehenfive that the eyes of 


the public might begin to be opened, refolved, | 


if poffible, to continue that delufion in which 


they had hitherto held the majority of the peo- 


pres and for this purpofe employed a fet, of | 


ireling fcribblers to vindicate the treaty ina 


periodical paper, entitled, the Mercator; but . 


the attempts of thefe mercenaries were effeCtually 
defeated by a fociety of merchants, ,who, in an- 
other weekly paper, called, The Britifh Mer- 
chant, expofed the futility of their arguments. 
and demonftrated the pernicious tendency of 
the treaty, to the entire convittion of all intelki- 
gent men. ; 

The commons, having granted an aid of two 
fhillings in the ahaa proceeded to renew the 
duty on malt for another year, and extended 
this tax over the whole ifland, regardlefs of the 
earneft remonftrances of the Scottifh members, 
who endeavoured to fecure their own country; 
and reprefented it as a burden which Scotland 
could not bear. It alfo appeared, from the very 
words of the a&, that this duty was to be em- 
ployed in defraying the debts contrafted ams 
the war; from which the Scots, by an exprefs 
article of the union, were totally exempted. 
During the adjournment of- parliament, on ac- 
count of the Whitfuntide holidays, the Scots, 
laying afide all party-diftinQiions, met and deli- 
berated on this important fubje&. They de- 

uted the duke of Argyle, the earlof Mar, Mr. 
cat and Mr. Cockburn, to lay their griev- 
ances before the queen. They reprefented that 
their countrymen were aggrieved by the viola- 
tion of fome articles of the union; aad that the 
impofition of fuch an infupportable burden ae: 
the malt-tax, would probably provoke them te 
fuch'a degree a. to irduce them to congder the 
union as diflolved. ‘To this unexpected remon- 
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firance the queen replied, that the wifhed they 
might not have caufe to repent .of {uch a pre- 
cipitate refolution, but fhe would exjeavour to 
give them perfect fatisfaGtion. 

The Scots, finding they had little to expe& 
from her majelty’s indulgence, refolved to pre- 
fer their complaints to the hoyfe of peers. Ac- 
cordingly on the firft of June, the earl of Find- 
later reprefented to their lord(hips, that the 
Scottifh nation was aggrieved in many inftancess 
that they were deprived of a privy council; 
fubjeéted to the Englith laws in cafes of treafon: 
that their nobles were rendered incapable of 
being created Britifh peers; and that they were 
now oppreffed with the infupportable burden 
of a malt tax, when they had reafon to hope 
they fhould enjoy the benefit of peace. He 
therefore moved, that, fince the union had not 
been found to be attended with thofe happy 
effects, which it was expeéted to produce, leave 
might be given to bring in a bill for diffolving 
that treaty, fecuring the Proteftant fucceflion ia 
the: houfe of Hanover, maintaining the queenis 
prerogative through the whole ifland, and prd- 
ferving an entire amity and good correfpondence 
between the two kingdoms. 

The motion was oppofed.by the lord North 
and Grey, who affirmed, that the complaints 
of the Scots were grotundlefs; and that the:dif- 
folution of the union was imiprafticable: dnd he 
threw out fame farcaftic ‘refleGtions on the -po- 
verty of .that nation. .The eark of Eglingtoh 
acknowledged the Scots were poor. and there- 
fore unable to pay the .malt tax. The earl of 
Hay, among aver fudicions ‘remarks upon ‘the 
union, obferved, that, when the tveaty was en- 
tered into, the Scots coacluded, that the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain would never load them 
with any impofition that they had reafon to think 
intolerable. a ea ma 

The earl of vipa y faid, the had often 
heard the union compared to a marriage ;\and, 
on that ‘principle, fince it waa made, it cauid 
pot be diffolved by any power upori earth ;' thas, 
though England, who muft'be fuppofed:! thé 
hufband; might, in fome inftances, prove unkind 
to the lady, the ought not ininiediately to {it 
for a divorce; efpecially, as fhe “had greatly 
improved ber fortune by the match. « ‘ ¥ 

‘0 thefe ahimadverfons, thedube of Aspyie 
ae aa replied, 
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replied, “ I have been reflected on by fome peo- 
“ ple, as if I was difgufted, and had changed 
“ fides; but I defpife their perfons, as much as 
“ I condemn their judgments.” He acknow- 
ledged that he had a confiderable fhare in bring- 
ing forward the union, with a view to fecure the 
Proteftant fucceffion, but he was fatisfied that 
end might be as effectually anfwered, if the union 
was diffolved; and if this ftep fhould not be 
taken, he did not expect long to have either 
property left in Scotland, or liberty in Eng- 
land. 

The Tories, however, though they had not 
fucceeded in their principal purpofe, had yet 
obtained one part of their proje€t. Though they 
had not been able to provoke the Scots to dif- 
fulve the union by force of arms, yet, by the 
introduétion of the malt-tax into Scotland, they 
had excited fuch a {pirit of difcontent among 
the pecple, as could not readily be allayed; and, 
gira it may be fafely affirmed, that the dif- 
atisfa€tion occafioned by this meafure, which, 
however feemingly reafonable, was certainly 
very fevere, was one chief caufe of all the re- 
bellions which followed in that kingdom. 

The commons befought her majefty not to 
evacuate the towns in Flanders, which were in 
her poffeffion, till thofe who were entitled to 
the fovereignty of the Spanith Netherlands, 
fhould agree to fuch articles for regulating trade, 
as might place the fubje€ts of Great Britain 
upon an equal footing with thofe of other na- 
tions. The queen made a favourable anfwer to 
all their addreffes. Such were the meafures taken 
by the parliament during this feffion, refpefting 
the famous treaty of Utrecht, which has gene- 
rally been confidered as the fource of many of 
the troubles in Europe. 

Onthetwenty-fifth of June, the queendifpatch- 
a meflage to the lower houfe, importing, that 
the civil lift was burdened with fome debts in- 
curred by feveral articles of extraordinary ex- 
pence: and that fhe hoped they would empower 
her to raife fuch a fum on the funds allotted for 
this provifion, as would be fufficient to difcharge 
the incumbrances, amounting to five hundred 


* The magiftracy of Dunkirk prefented a memorial to 
the queen, imploring her to fpare the port and harbour 
of that town, and repreicnting, that they might become 
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thoufand pounds. A bill was immediately pre- 
pared for producing this fum on the civil lift re- 
venue; but it was generally known that the 
funds eftablifhed for that purpofe yielded an- 
nually above eight hundred thoufand pounds, 
and, as the queen prattifed great ceconomy, it 
was generally fuppofed, that fhe had no debts, 
and that the prefent fum was intended for fecur- 
ing to the miniftry the next ele€tions. Strong 
oppofition was therefore made to the bill, which, 
neverthelefs, paffed both houfes by a great ma- 


jority. 


Both lords and commons addreffed the queen, 
refpeCting the chevalier de St. George, who had 
retired into Lorraine. They detired, that fhe 
would earneftly requeft the duke of that territory, 
and all princes and ftates in amity with her, to 
exclude, from their dominions, the pretender to 
the imperial crown of Great Britain. 

On the fixteenth of July, her majefty clofed 
the fefiion with a fpeech, which was deemed ex- 
tremely exceptionable in many particulars. She 
feemed to condemn the condu& of the parlia- 
ment, in not having rendered the treaty of com- 
merce effe€tual. She included all thofe who 
difapproved of the peace, and oppofed the mea- 
fures of the court, under the general denomina- 
tion of malevolent or deluded perfons, She en- 
larged with great afperity on the fpirit of faGtion 
which prevailed in the kingdom: but not a fyl- 
lable efcaped her either of the pretender or the 
Proteftant fucceflion. 

The commons had now an opportunity of 
giving frefh proofs of their principles and pree 


judices. The time of Sacheverel’s fufpenfion 


being expired, they requefted him to preach 
before them, and thanked him heartily for his 
excellent fermon. This however was no more 
than they were bound in common gratitude to 
fubmit to. Moft of them were indebted for 
their feats to the do€tor’s influence; and, to 
hear one of his harangues was the leaft compli- 
ment they could return. The queen gave him 
more fubftantial proof of her vou, fhe pio- 
moted him to the rich benefice of St. Andrew’s, 
Holborn *. 


The 


extremely ufeful, and even abfolutely necefary for the 
execution of her own political views. What tnefe po- 
litical views were, the French memorialifts, and, per- 
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The duke of Shrewfbury, being conftituted 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland, convoked the par- 
liament of that kingdom on the twenty-fifth of 
November. The commons having made choice 
of Allan Broderick, for their {peaker, ordered a 
bill to be brought in to attaint the pretender and 
all his adherents. They profecuted Edward 
Lloyd, for publifhing a book, entitled, Memoirs 
of the chevalier de St. George. They alfo drew 
up an addrefs to the queen, requefting her to 
remove, from the chancellorfhip, fir Conftantine 
Phipps, who had countenanced the Tories of 
that kingdom. The lords, however, refolved, 
that chancellor Phipps had, in his feyeral fta- 
tions, acquitted himfelf with honour and in- 
tegrity. The two houfes of convocation pre- 
fented an addrefs for the fame purpofe. The 
duke of Shrewfbury, perceiving that the com- 
mons would not comply with the meafures of 
the court, thought proper to prorogue the par- 
liament. He then obtained permiffion to return 
to England, leaving the chancellor Phipps, with 
the archbifhops of Armagh and Tuam, juftices 
of the kingdom. 

The parliament of England had been diffoly- 
ed; and the ele€tions were fo managed as to 
return a majority of Tory members: but the 
mecting of the parliament was protracted by re- 
peated prorogations to the tenth of December ; 
partly on account of the queen’s indifpofition, 
and partly on account of contefts which pre- 
vailed among her minifters. 

Oxford and Bolingbroke were competitors 
for power, and rivals in reputation for ability. 
The treafurer’s talents were efteemed the more 
folid; the fecretary’s more brilliant: but both 
the minifters were ative and ambitious. The 
firft was intent upon maintaining the chief place 
in the adminiftration, which he had enjoyed ftnce 
the introduétion of the Tories: the other dif- 
dained to aét in a fubordinate capacity, to a 
snan whom he fuppofed he equalled in influence, 
and excelled in genius. They began to form 
feparate cabals, and efpoufed different interefts. 

Bolingbroke infinuated himfelf into the con- 
fidence of lady Mafham, to whom Oxford had 


haps, the Englifh miniftry, were the beft judges. The 
memorial was publithed, and the arguments it contained 
were anfwered and refuted, by Addifon, Steele, and 
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given fome caufe of difguft. By the intrigues 
of this favourite, he daily gained ground in the 
pce opinion of his fovereign, while the trea- 
urer loft it in the fame proportion. Thus the, 
who had been the worthy author of his advance- 
ment, was now employed as the inftrument of 
his difgrace. The queen was extremely uneafy 
at thefe diffentions among the minifters, and 
endeavoured to effeét a reconciliation ; but their 
fecret animofity continued to rankle under an 
exterior accomodation. Bolingbroke was pow- 
erfully fupported by fir Simon Harcourt the 
chancellor, fir William Wyndham, and Mr. fe- 
cretary Bromley. Oxford perceived the decline 
of his own influence, and began to think of re- 
tirement. The public was apprifed of this ap- 
proaching revolution by the Examiner, a peri- 
odical work, written by Dr. Swift, who, in one 
of his papers publifhed about this time, took 
occafion to lament the inftability of minifterial 
power, efpecially in a government formed like 
that of England. 

The earl of Peterborough was appointed am- 
baffador to the king of Sicily; and fet out on his 
journey for Turin. The queen retired to Wind- 
for, where fhe was feized with a dangerous in- 
flammatory fever. The Jacobites entertained 
the moft fanguine hopes: the public funds were 
confiderably affeéted: a great demand was made 
upon the bank, the dire€tors of which were 
ftruck with conftemation. The alarm was ftill 
further encreafed by the report of an armament 
equipped in the ports of France. They fent 
four of their members to reprefent to the trea- 
furer the danger that threatened the public credit, 
and to defire his affiftance in this critical emer- 
gence. 

The queen, informed of this circumftance, 
figned a letter to fir Samuel Stanier, lord mayor 
af London, importing, that, though an aguifh 
indifpofition, fucceeded by a fit of the gout, had 
detained her longer at Windfor than the in- 
tended; yet, as her health was now almoft re- 
eftablifhed, the would return to the place of 
her ufual refidence, and open the parliament on 
the fixteenth of February. This intimation, to- 


Mayor og: Commiffioners were fent to fee the for- 
tifications of Dunkirk demolithed. They were accord- 
ingly razed to the ground, and the harbour filled up. 


gether 
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gether with certain intelligence that the report of 
the armament was groundlefs, and the pretender 
ftill in Lorraine, contributed to allay the ferment 
of the nation. 

The Jacobites were fo elated on this occafion, 
that they employed one Bedford, a non-juring 
clergyman to publifh a volume, afferting the he- 
reditary rights of the crown of England, in order 
to pave the way for the pretender’s acceffion. 
To prevent the pernicious effects which this 
eflay might produce, Mr Richard Steele iffued 
a performance, entitled the Crifis, in defence of 
the revolution and the Proteftant eftablifhment, 
and enlarging upon the danger of the Popifh fuc- 
ceffor. At the fame time the author of the for- 
mer treatife was apprehended, tried, c-nvicted 
and punifhed; though the moft ignominious 
part of his fentence, that of being condutted to 
the courts of Weftminfter Hall, with a paper 
on his breaft, denoting his offence, was remitted 
by order of the miniftry. 

While Great Britain was diftrafied by thefe 
inteftine commotions, the emperor, r-jeCting the 
propofals of France, refolved to continue the 
war at his own expence; but the enemy having 
reduced the two important fortrefles of Landau 
and Friburg, and threatened to penetrate into 
the heart of the empire, he thought proper to 
hearken to overtures of peace, which were made 
by the ele€tors of Cologne and Palatine. Con- 
ferences were immediately opened at Raftadt, 
between prince Eugene and the marefchal Vil- 
Jars; and all the articles being exneditioufly 
adjufted, the treaty was figned on the fourth of 

arch. By this accommodation, which was 
Jefs favourable to the emperor, than that offered 
at Utrecht, the French king ceded to the em- 
peror Old Brifac, with all its dependencies, Fri- 
burg, the forts in the Brifgau and Biack Foretft, 
together with fort Kehl. He engaged to de- 
molith the fortifications oppofite to Hunningen, 
the fort of Sellingen, and all between that and fort 
Louis. The town and fortrefs of Landau were 
yielde> to the king of France, who acknowledged 
the elector of Hanover, The ele¢tors of Bava- 
ria avd Cologne were fully re-eftablithed in their 
dignities and dominions. The emperor to have 
immediate poffettion of the Spanifh Netherlands; 
and the king of Pruffia to retain the high quar- 
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ter of Gueldres. Inconclufion, the contrating 
parties agreed, that a congrefs fhould be held 
in the month of May at Baden in Switzerland, 
for terminating all differences; and prince Eu- 
gene and marefchal Villars were declared their 
firft plenipotentiaries. The principal articles, with 
refpe&t to Italy and the Low Countries, were 
the fame with thofe fettled at Utrecht. The 
ratifications of the treaty between Great Britain 
and Spain being exchanged, the peace was pro- 
claimed in London on the firft of March*., 

The ‘new parliament had been opened by 
commiffion in February, and fir Thomas Han- 
mer was chofen fpeaker of the houfe of com- 
mons, On the fecond of March, the queen be- 
ing conveyed ina fedan to the houfe of lords 
addreffed the two houfes to the following effeét: 
that fhe had obtained an honourable and advan- 
tageous peace for her own people, and for the 
greateft part of her allies; and fhe hoped her 
ig sare might prove effe€tual to complete 
the fettlement of Europe. 

The earl of Wharton complaiped, in the houfe 
of lords, of a libel, entitled, “* The public Spirit 
“of the Whigs fet forth in their generous En- 
“ couragement of the Author of the Crifis.” 
This pamphlet, which was imputed to lord Bo- 
lingbroke and Swift, was written in the ludi- 
crous ftile of the Tale of a Tub. After fome 
fevere reflections on Mr. Steele, the earl of Not- 
tingham, and the fubfcribers to the Crifis, it at- 
tacked with great poignancy of fatire, the union, 
the Scottifh nation, and the duke of Argyle in 
particular, who had lately abandoned the mi- 
niftry. 

The earl of Wharton’s complaint being fa- 
vourably attended to, the lord treafure: 7:f- 
claimed all knowledge of the author, and :ea- 
dily concurred in an order for taking into cuftody 
John Morphew, the publifher, and John Bar- 
ber, printer of the Gazett:, from whofe houfe 
the copies were taken to Morphew. The earl 
of Whartor declared it materially concerned the 
honour of that auguft affembly to difcover ‘the 
villain, who was the author of fo fcandalous a 
libel, that juftice might be rendered to the 
Scottifh nation. He moved, that Barber and 
his fervants might be examined; but, on the 
following day, the earl of Mar, one of the fecre- 
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taries of ftate, decjared, that, in confequence of 
her majefty’s order, he had dire€ted John Bar- 
ber to be profecuted*. 

Notwithftanding the care and diligence ex- 
erted by the Tories in the late ele€tions, many 
Whigs had been returned as members: among 
whom none was fo obnoxious to the miniftry as 
Mr. Steele, who, in feveral publications, had 
arraigned the late meafures with great force of 
argument and warmth of declamation. It was 
therefore refolved by the court of dependants, to 
rid the houfe of fo troublefome a member. Ac- 
cordingly on the eleventh of March, Mr Hun- 
gerford, a celebrated lawyer, complained ot fe- 
veral fcandalous papers lately publithed under 
the name of Richard Steele, efquire, a member 
of the houfe; particularly two remarkable pam- 
ae one entitled, The Crifis; the other, The 

nglifhman. He was feconded by Mr Foley, 
who alledged, that,-unlefs expedients were :re- 
folved on for reftraining the licentioufnefs of the 
prefs, and prote€ting the fervants of the govern- 
ment from malicious and infamous libels, thofe, 
who by their abilities were beft qualified to 
ferve their queen and country, would be afraid 
to accept of public employments. Sir William 
Wyndham affirmed, that fome of Mr Steele’s 
writings contained iufolent and injurious reflec- 
tions on the queen herfelf, and were dictated 
by the fpirit of fedition. 

Steele was ordered to attend in his place: 
feveral paragraphs of his writings were read; 
and he begged he might be allowed a week's 
time to prepare for hisdetence. Auditor Harley 
excepted to fo long adelay, and moved for 
refuming the affair on the Monday following. 
Steele, in order to ridicule his two principal 
perfecutors, Foley and I larley, who were known 
to be rigid Prefbyterians, though they now 


* Notwithflanding this fameful interpofition, which 
wat intended to proted the offenders, the lords prefented 
an a-drcfs, be{eeching her majefiy to iffuc her reyal pro- 
clamation, proinifing a reward to any perfon who fhould 


, requefted 


dilcover the author of the libel, which they conceived | 


to ke falfe, malicious, and faQuous, highly difhonourable 


and fcandalous to her majefty’s fubyeGs of Scotland, moft 
injurious to her majefty, and tending to the deftruGtion of 
the coniftitution. in ‘onip iance with their requeft, a re- 
ward of three hundred pond, was offered; but Swift, 
the reputed author, remained unmolefted, 
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afforted with the high church party, afflumed 
their fanftified air and manner, faying, he ac- 
knowledged, with forrow and contrition of heart, 
that he was a very great finner; and hoped the 
member, who fpoke laft, and who was juftly 
renowned for his exemplary piety and devotion, 
would not be acceffary to the accumulation of 
the number of his tranfgreflions, by obliging 
him to vivlate the fabbath of the Lord, by 
perufing fuch profane writings as might be ne- 
ceffary tor his juftification f. 

Mr. Walpole obferved, that this extraordi- 
nary and viclent perfecution ftruck at the liberties 
of the peuple in general, and of the members 
of parliament in particular: that, in his opinion, 
every expreilion in Mr. Steele’s writings might 
be rationally juftified: and that he hoped the 
houfe would not facrifice one of their members 
to the rage and refentment of the miniftry, for 
no other crime, than his attempting to expofe 
their grofs mifmanagements, and, like a good 
patriot, warning his countrymen of the imminent 
danger, with which the nation, and even her 
majefty’s facred perfon, were threatened by the 
viible encouragement that was given to the 
friends of the pretender. 

The lords Finch, Lumley, and Hinchinbroke, 
fir Jam s Stuart, Mr. Baillie, and feveral other 
members argued in fupport of Mr. Stecle; 
but the commons were not affembled for the pur- 
pofe of debate, they met only to determine the 
queftion bv the weight of intereft. Accordingly 
it was carried by a confiierable majority that the 
two pamphlets, entitled, The Englifhman, and 
The Critis, avowedly written by Richard Steele, 
éfquire, were fcandalous and {cditious libels; 
and that, for this offence, he fhould ve expelled 
the houfe t. 

The parliament meeting according to ad- 

journment, 


+ This fpeech, delivered in a whining hepocritical 
tone, having put the houfe in a good humour, Huley’s 
motion wa: rejected, and steele A uneu the time he had 
On toe day appointed for bi uial, ne inge- 
nuoufly acknowledged the wnitings, and anfwered the 
obje@ions ftarted ayainft them with equi temper, elo- 
quence, and precifion. He was affifted by Mr. Addifon, 
general Stanhope, Mr, Walpole, ford Finch, and feveral 
others. 

t An oppofite libel, from the pen of owift (who for 
his literary fupport of miniftersal meafures, had obtained 

a deany 
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journment, ford Hallifax propofed an addrefs 
to the queen, that fhe would renew her exer- 
tions for the fpeedy removal of the pretender 
out of Lorraine; and that fhe would, in con- 
junGtion with the States General, and fuch other 
princes as fhe fhould think proper, enter into a 
guaranty of the Proteftant fucceffion in the houfe 
of Hanover. The earl of Wharton moved, that, 
“in the addrefs, her majefty fhould be defired to 
iffue a proclamation, promifing a reward to 
any perfon who fhould apprehend the preten- 


der, dead or alive. He was feconded by the | 
duke of Bolton, who added that the queen _ 


fhould’be requefted to proportion the reward to 
the importance of the fervice. No oppofition 
being made to thefe motions, the houfe agreed 
that an addrefs fhould be prefented. 

When it was reported by the committee, the 

lord North and Grey expatiated upon the bar- 
barity of fetting a price on any perfon’s head. 
_He faid, it was an incitement to murder and 
affaffination; contrary to the precepts of Chrif- 
tianity; repugnant to the law of nature and na- 
tions; inconfiftent with the dignity of fuch an 
auguft aflembly, and with the honour of a na- 
tion celebrated for its lenity and mercy. He 
was fupported by lord Trevor, who moved, that 
the reward fhould be promifed for apprehending 
and bringing the pretender to juftice, in cafe he 
frould land or attempt to land in Great Britain 
or Ireland. 

The lords Cowper and Hallifax obferved, that 
however inconfiftent fuch a proceeding might 
be with the precepts of Chriftianity, it was 
warranted by the practice of the Romans, of 
the moft civilized nations in Europe, and even 
of the Englifh nation: that without recurring 
to remoter times than thofe of James the Second, 
that prince had fet a price upon the head of his 
own nephew, the duke of Monmouth. The 
earl of Anglefey, however, and fome other 
lords, who had abandoned the miniftry, bemg 
now brought back to their former principles, 


a deanry in the church of Ireland) drew a vote of cenfure 
from the lords. The printer and the publither were ap- 
prehended and examined; and a reward was offered for 
the difcovery of the author; but he found means to efcape 
profecuticn; and was careffed by the Tories as the ableft 
of all the writers who had enlifted in their caufe. 

* Whether the eleétor had ever any ferious intention 
of fending hi, fon to England may be queflioned,. though 
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the mitigation was adopted by a majority of ten 
voices, 

To this addrefs, which was prefehted by the 
chancellor and the Whig lords only, the queen 
replied, thaf it would be a real ftrengthening 
to the fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, as 
well as a fupport to her government, if thofe 
groundlefs fears and jealoufies were terminated, 
which had been fo induftrioufly promoted: that 
fhe did not, at that time, fee any occafion for 
fuch a proclamation: that whenever the thought 
it neceffary, fhe would order it to be iffucd: 
and that with regard to the other particulars 
of their addrefs, fhe would give the neceffary 
dire€tions. 

The lords then refumed the enquiry into 
the affair of the treafurer’s remitting money to 
the Highlanders; when he alledged, in ex- 
cufe, that, in fo doing, he had followéd the ex- 
ample of king William, who, after he had re- 
duced that people, thought it neceffary to allow 
yearly penfions to the heads of the clans, in order 
to preferve quietnefs. His conduct was ap- 
proved by the majority; and the lord North 
and Grey moved, that a day might be appointed 
for confidering the treaties of peace and. com- 
merce. The motion was fupported by the earl 
of Clarendon; and the thirteenth. of April was 
fixed for that purpofe. 

In the mean time an accident happened,. 
which threw the miniftry into the utmoft per- 
plexity. Baron Schutz, the Hanoverian envoy, 
demanded of the chancellor a writ for the elec- 
toral prince to fit in the houfe of peers, as duke 
of Cambridge, intimating his intention was to- 
refide in England. The writ was granted with 
reluctance; but the miniftry, convinced that 
fuch‘an event would be attended with the de- 
ftruction of all their proje€ts, and perhaps with 
the immediate lofs of their authority, refolved to 
exert their utmoft endeavours to prevent the 
prince’s arrival*, 

The queen herfelf was fo offended at the 

baron’s 

he reprefented, ina memorial to queen Anne, ‘ That for 
the fecurity of her royal perfon, her kingdems, and the 
“ Proveftant religion, it feemed neceffary to fettle in 
** Britain fome prince of the eleétoral family ;” but it is 
certain that the Jacobites had formed a defign of bringing 
over the pretender, and that he himfelf and his adhercnts 
entertained the moit fanguine expectations of his fpeedy 
exaltation to the throne. Thefe expectations were heigh- 
Na tened 
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baron’s applying to the chancellor, without fig- 
nif ing bis intention to her, that fhe fent him a 
meflage forbidding him the court. Soon after 
which, fhe wrote a letter to the princefs Sophia, 
which we have fubjoined*. 

An other letter was written to the eleCtor him- 
felf, the contents of which were never commu- 
nicated to the public. The treafurer took this 
opportunity to affure his highnefs of his firm at- 


tened by the promicd regulation of the army. The duke 
of Argyle, the carl of Stair, and all other officers of dif- 
tinétion, whom the Jacobites and more violent Tories fuf- 
pected would fuppert the Act of Settlement, were re- 
moved from their military employments; and the com- 
mand of the whole regular troops in the kingdom was 
veited in the hands ot the duke of Ormond and his crea 
dures, who ware known to be well afle@ed to the ex- 
clu ted family. 

* Vadun, Sfer, funt, 

“ Since the mht of fucceffion fo my kingdoms has 
been declared to belong to you and your family, there 
Lave always be. n difatected perfons, who, from par- 
ticular views of their own interett, have entered into 
meafures to fx a prince of your blood in my domi- 
mons, evcn winle L em yet living. I never thought, 
il now, that this proye€t would have gone fo far, as 
to have made the leaft impreffion Sh your mind. But 
zy I have lately perceived, by public rumours, which 
are incuftrioufly {pread, that your electoral highnefs is 
come mt) thas fentement, it is of importance, with 
rfpect to the duccethan of your family, that I fhould 
tail sou, duch a proceeding will infallibly draw along 
with it fome confequences, that might be dangerous to 
the fucceflion itfelf, which is not fecure anv other way 
then ay the prince, who aciually wears the crown, 
marntains her authority and prerogative, There are 
here (fuch is our misfurtune; many perfons, who are fedi- 
* tioufly difpofed. So I leave you to judge, what tumults 
* they may be able to raife, if they thould have a pretext 
“* to begin acommotion. I perluade myfelf, therefore, 
** you will never confent, that the leatt thing fhould be 
“* dune, which may diflurb the repofe of me and my 
“ fubjects. 

““ Open yourfelf to me with the fame freedom I do 
“ to you, and propofe whatever you think may con- 
** tribute to the fecurity of the fucceffion. I will come 
“ into it with zeal, provided 1 do not derogate from my 
“ dignity, which [ am refolved to maintain. 

“ J am, with great affection, &c.” 
Superfcribed, 
* To my Syer and Aunt, the Electrefs Dowager 
“of Brusfurck and Luncaburg.” 


* 
> 


At the fame time, the wrote a letter to the duke of 

Cambridge, in thcfe terms: 
“< Cruhn, 

‘* An accident, which has happened in my lord Paget's 

family, having hudered him from fetting forward fo 

“ foun as he thought to have done, I cannot defer any 
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tachment to the family of Hanover. Perhaps 
the prince was influenced by the reprefentations 
of the queen, or the advice of his friends; or 
perhaps he believed his refidence in England 
would be prejudicial to his intereft, or was un- 
willing to offend her majefty: whatever was his 
motive, it is certain, that though he obtained 
the writ, he never thought proper to take the 
advantage of itt. 


* longer letting you know my thoughts with refped to 

“ the defign you have of coming into my kingdoms, As 

* the opening of the matter ought to heave becn made to 

« me, fo I expected you would not have given car to it, 

without knowing my thoughts about it. However, 

this is swhat I owe to my own dignity, the friendfhip 

[ have for you, and the ele@oral houfe to which you 

belong, that I fhould tell you, that nothing can be 

more dangerous to the tranquillity of my dom nions, 

and the right of fucceffion in your line, and confe- 

quently more difagreeable to me, than fuch a proceed- 
ing atthisjun@ture, Lam, with great friendthip, 

“ Your affectionate coulin, | 

“« Anne, R.” 


+ Such of the Jacobites as were neareft the perfon of 
the queen, urged her perpetually to concert fome plan 
for the reftoration of the pretender. Sincere in her own 
attachment to the church of England, fhe fignified her 
defirc that he fhould abjure Popery, and place himfelf 
in a capacity of being ferced. But finding him obftinate, 
fhe replied, when urged by the duke of Buckingham to 
alter the fucceffion in his favour, “‘ How can I ferve him? 
« He takes not the leaft ftepto oblige me, in what I moft 
‘* defire. You know a Papift cannot enjoy this crown in 
‘‘ peace. But the example of the father has no weight 
* with the fon; he prefers his religious errors to the 

throne of a great kingdom, How, therefore, can I 

undo what I have already done! He may thank hime 
* felf for his exclufion, He knows 1 love my own fas 
© mily better than any other. All would be ~) if he 
* would enter the pale of the church of England. Ad- 
“ vife him to change his religion; as that only can turn 
the opinion of the people in his favour.” The duke 
of Buckingham conveyed this anfwer to the court of St. 
Germains: and, at the fame time, feconded the requeft 
ofthe queen. But his arguments were all loft on the pre- 
tender, who was a zealous Catholic, and made a matter 
of confcience in adhering to his religion, in defiance of 
all prudential confiderations; an irrefragable proof of 
the moft incurable and dangerous weaknef. in a prince, 
however commendable in a private perfon. For, as a 
fenfible writer obferves, if a king is not willing to go te 
heaven in the fame way with his people, they will hardly 
acknowledge the legality of his authority on earth. And 
a man who could relinquifh bis hopes of a great hing. 
dom, for a fpeculative point of faith, difcovered a fpirit 
of bigotry, that would have facrificed all civil engage. 
ments to the propagation of that faith, He was not 
therefore fit to be entrufted with power, 

In 
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In the month of May the princefs Sophia died, 
in the eighty-fourth year of her age. Her death 
Was announced to the queen, by baron Both- 
mar, who arrived in England with the cha- 
racter of envoy-extraordinary from the ele€tor of 

anover. She was the fourth and youngeft 
daughter of Frederic, ele€tor palatine, king of 
Bohemia, and Elizabeth daughter of king 
James the Firft of England. She inherited from 
nature an excellent capacity, which was admi- 
rably improved; and was in every refpe€t, one 
of the moft accomplifhed princeffes of the age in 
which fhe lived. At her death, the court of 
England went into mourning; and the elector 
of Brunfwick was prayed for, by name, in the 
liturgy. 

As the diffenters, notwithftanding their fe- 
paration from the church, had always been con- 
lidered as a principal fupport of the Proteftant 
fucceffion, thofe who were now determined to 
defeat that eftablifhment, refolved, as a previous 
ftep to effect the ruin of thefe fe€taries. With 
this view, fir William Wyndham propofed a bill 
to prevent the growth of fchifm, and for the 
further fecurity of the church of England. The 
defign of it was to prohibit diffenters from 
teaching in {chools or academies. It was ac- 
cordingly prepared, and eagerly oppofed in both 
houfes, as a meafure equally dangerous and 
cruel. General Stanhope, Mr. Hampden, Mr. 
Walpole, and Mr. Lechmere, exerted all their 
eloquence, and abilities in oppofition to this 
bill. The bill was fupported by Mr. fecretary 
Bromley, fir William Wyndham, Mr. Hunger- 
ford, and Mr. Collier*, 

In the upper houfe, the bill met with a ftill 
more violent oppofition. Lord Cowper affirm- 
ed, that, inftead of preventing fchifm, and en- 
larging the pale of the church, it tended to 
produce ignorance, and its infeparable atten- 
dants, fuperftition and irreligion. 

Lord Townfend, among other pertinent re- 
marks on the danger of perfecution, faid, he 
had lived many years in Holland, and had ob- 
ferved, that the wealth and ftrength of that great 


* In order to expofe the diffenters, Mr. Collier begged 
Jeave to read to the houfe, a collection of abfurdities and 
impious expreflions, which he pretended to have ex- 
tracted fiom their writings. After reciting part of this 
impertinent legend, he came to a paflage taken trom the 
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and powerful republic, confifted chiefly in the 
number of its inhabitants; and that he was per- 
fuaded, that, if the flates fhould caufe the 
fchools of any one feét, tolerated in Holland, to 
be fhut up, thofe provinces would foon be as 
thin of inhabitants as Spain or Sweden; though 
they were now extremely populous. 

The miniftry, however, gave themfelves very 
little concern refpeCting the number or weight 
of the arguments that were urged. They knew 
they had a plurality of voices: they therefore 
infifted on the queftion; and the bill paffed, 
though only by a majority of five votes. It 
afterwards received the 1oyal affent; but the 
queen dying before it took place, the a€t was, 
in a great meafure, rendered ineffeCtual. 

By this time the queen’s conftitution was 
greatly impaired: a continued feries of indifpo- 
fition, added to the anxiety of her mind, ariling 
from the difcontents among her fubjefls, and 
the diffentions among her minifters, was now 
become infupportable. The council chamber 
was converted into a fcene of obftinate and vi- 
rulent contention. Even in the queen’s pre- 
fence, the treafurer and fecretary did not ne 
from the exercife of mutual reproach and recti- 
mination. 

Oxford advifed moderate meafures, and is 
faid to have made advances towards an accom- 
modation with the Whig noblemen, who, he 
plainly perceived, would foon gain the pre- 
eminence. Bolingbroke affected to fet the Whigs 
at defiance: he profeffed a flaming zeal for the 
church; and foothed the queen's inclinations 
with the moft abje¢t flattery. He, and his coa- 
jutrix, lady Matham, infinuated, that the trea- 
furer was prejudiced in favour of the Diffenters, 
and that he even aéted as a fpy for the houfe of 
Hanover. 

In the courfe of thefe difputes and commo- 
tions, the Jacobites were not indoles. They 
fuppofed the queen fecretly favoured the intereft 
of the pretender: and they relied upon Bo- 
lingbroke’s attachment to the fame caufe. Thev 
fondly imagined, that the fame fentiments were 


nonfenfical rhapfodies of the late Mr. Hickeringill, mi- 
filfter at Colchefler, in which, the author averred, “tiv 
** our bleffed Saviour was the fon of a w——.” Attn. 
fhoching expreffion he was interrupted by the fj ezker, 
and prevented from proceeding with his harangue. 
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énitertained by a confiderable part of the nation. 
Thev heid frequefit confultations both in Great 
Britain and Ireland: and refolved to improve 
the public diffewhors to the advantage of their 
party. They tad even the prefumption to inlift 
men for the fervice of the pretender. Many of 
thefe pra€tices were difcovered by the earl of 
Wharton, and feveral perfons were arrefted, and 
{ome of them condemned and executed. 

This affair created fo much tumult that the 
miniltry could not avoid attending to it. A 
proclamation was iflued, promifing a reward of 
five thoufand pounds for apprehending the pre- 
tender, whenever he fhould land or attempt to 
land in Great Britain. The commons refolved 
upon an addrefs of thanks for the proclamation, 
and aflured her majefty that they would cheer- 
fully aid and affift her, by granting the fum of 
an hundred thoufand pounds, as a further re- 
ward to any one who fhould perform fo effential 
a fervice to her majefty and her kingdoms. 

The earl of Nottingham moved, that the lords 
fhould prefent a fimilar addrefs. The motion 
was feconded by the earl of Wharton, who, hold- 
ing the queen’s proclamation in his hand, moft 
pathetically lamented her majefty’s acknowledg- 
ing, that her endeavours to remove the pre- 
tender from Lorraine had proved ineffe€tual. 
“© Unhappy princefs!”” faid he, “ how much is 
** her condition altered! will pofterity believe, 
“ that fo great a fovercign, who had reduced 
« the exorbitant power of France, given a king 
“to Spain, and whofe very mintters caufed 
** the eniperor and the ftates-general to tremble, 
 thould be fo divefted of power as to be un- 
“ able to compel fo inconfiderable a prince, as 
the duke of Lorraine, to comply with her juft 
“ requeft, of removing out of his dominions the 
‘* pretender to her crown?” Nottingham’s mo- 
tion being approved by the houfe, the addrefs 
was accotdingly voted and prefented. 

Bo'ingbroke, the better to conceal his real 
intentions, propofed a bill, denouncing the pe- 
nalty of high-treafon againft thofe, who fhould 
Tift or be inlifted in she pretender’s fervice. Lord 
Hallitax obfervedy that fuch a bill was wholly 
unneceffary, as both the pretender and all his 
adherents were already attainted of high-treafon. 
He therefore moved, that it fhould be high- 
treafon for any of her majefty’s fubjetts to inlift 
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or be inlifted in the fervice of any foreign 
prince or ftate, without a licence under the 
fign manual of her majefty, her heirs or fuc- 
ceffors. With this amendment the bill paffed 
and afterwards received the concurrence of the 
commons. 

The minifters, confcious they were equally 
concemed in the late negociations, had hitherto 
been reftrained, by the eat of common danger, 
from coming to an open rupture; but being 
free from that reftraint by the treaty’s receiving 
the approbation of parliament, they gave an un- 
bounded latitude to their mutual animofity. 
Oxford wrote a letter to the queen, enumerat- 
ing the public tranfa€tions during the four laft 
years; in the courfe of which he endeavoured 
to juftify his own condu&, and expofe the tur- 
bulent and ambitious fpirit of his rival. Boling- 
broke, on the other hand, accufed the treafurer 
of having invited the duke of Marlborough to 
return to England; of having held private con- 
ferences with other Whig lords; of having dif- 
covered the queen’s councils to the court of 
Hanover; and even of having advifed them to 
demand a writ for the duke of Cambridge. 
The duke of Shrewfbury alfo complained of his 
having prefumed to fend orders to him in Ire- 
land, without thé privity of her majefty and the 
council. But perhaps, his greateft crime was 
his having offended his favourite lady Mafham, 
by not regularly paying a grant of fifteen hun- 
dred pounds a year, which fhe had lately ob- 
cnee It is certain, that on the twenty-feventh 
of July, a very violent altercation pafled between 
that lady, the chancellor, and Oxford, in the 
prefence of the queen. ‘The treafurer declared 
he had been injured and abufed by falfities and 
mifreprefentations; but he would be revenged, 
and leave fome perfons as low as he had found 
them. 

In the mean time he was divefted of all 
his employments; and Bolingbroke feemed to 
triumph in the vitory he had gained. He ex- 
pefted he fhould fucceed as prime minifter in 
the adminiftration of affairs; and is faid to have 
formed the defign of a coalition with the duke 
of Marlborough, who, at this er time, em- 
barked at Oftend for England. Oxford, it is 
faid, had attempted the fame expedient; but 
met with a repulfe from the duke, who had 

; folemnly 
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folemnly protefled never to be reconciled to 
that minifter. Whatever fchemes might have 
been fermed, the fall.of the treafurer was fo 
fudden, that no meafures were concerted for 
fupplying his place, and filling up the other va- 
cancies which his difgrace muft have occafioned. 
The general confufion which enfued at court, 
and the fatigue of attending a long cabinet-coun- 
cil on the event, had fuch an effect upon the 
queen’s {pirit and conftitution, that fhe declared 
fhe fhould not furvive it, and was immediately 
feized with ftrong lethargic fymptoms. Several 
medicines were prefcribed by the phyficians ; 
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of lord-treafurer, lord-chamberlain, and lord- 
lieutenant of Ireland. 

The advancement of Shrewfbury to the head 
of the treafury, produced a total alteration 
in the face of affairs: it bafied the defigns 
of Bolingbroke, extinguifhed the hopes of the 
Jacobites, and revived the fpitits of all who 
were advocates for the Proteftant fucceflion. 
The dukes of Somerfet and Argyle propofed, 
that all privy-counfellors in London and its en- 
virons fhould be invited to attend, without dif 
tinétion of party. The motion was approved, 
and lord Somers, with many other friends of the 


but notwithftanding all their applications, the 4 family of Hanover, repaired to Kenfington. 


difeafe increafed fo rapidly, that the next day, 
which was the thirtieth of July, her fpeedy diflo- 
lution appeared inevitable. The committee of 
the council, which was affembled at the Cock- 
pit adjourned to Kenfington. 

The dukes of Somerfet and Argyle, informed 
of the defperate condition of her majefty, re- 
paired to the palace; and, without being fum- 
moned, entered the council chamber. The 
members were furprized at their appearance; 
but upon ftating the motives of their attending, 
the duke of Shrewfburv thanked them for their 
readinefs to give their affiftance in fuch a critical 
jun€ture, and defired they would take their 
places. They next propofed that the phyficians 
fhould be examined concerning the ftate of the 
queen’s health, to enable them to provide againft 
all contingencies. 

The medica] doétors having declared that her 
majefty was ftill fenfible, though extremely weak 
and feeble, fume members reprefented the ab- 


The council Leing thus ftrengthened, began 
to provide for the fecurity of the kingdom. Ore 
ders were difpatched to four regiments of horfe 
and dragoons, quartered in remote counties, to 
repair to the neighbourhood of London and 
Weftminfter. Seven of the ten Britifh battalions 
in the Netherlands, were dire&ted to embark at 
Oftend for England, with all poffible difpatch: 
an embargo was laid upon all fhipping: and 
dire€tions were given for equipping all the. 
thips of war that could fpeedily be got ready 
for fervice. A letter was fent to the eleCtor of 
Brunfwick, declaring, that the phyficians had 
defpaired of the queen’s life, acquainting him 
with the meafures which had been taken, and 
defiring he would, with all convenient fpeed, 
repair to Holland, where he fhould be attended 
by a Britifh fquadron to convey him to Eng- 
land, in cafe of her majefty’s deceafe. 

At the fame time inftru€tion were fent to the 
earl of Strafford, to require the States General 


folute neceifity of fupplying the treafurer’s place | to prepare for performing their guaranty of the 
in the event of her death. They accordingly re- | Proteftant fucceflion. Meafures were taken to 
commended the duke of Shrewfbury as the | fecure the fea ports; and overawe the Jacobites 


propereft eae to undertake that important | in Scotland: the command of the fleet was con- 


charge. When this opinion was fignified to the 
queen, fhe faid they could not have recom- 
mended a perfon the {6 much approved as the 
duke of Shrewfbury. She delivered to him the 
white -flaff, defiring him to ufe it for the good 
of her people. He would have returned the 
lord chamberlain’s ftaff: but fhe requefted him 
to keep them both: in confequence of ‘which, 
he was at one time poffeffed-of three of the 
moft exalted fituations # the kingdom; thofe 
Vou. JI. No. 92. 


| throne fhould happen. 


ferred upon the earl of Berkeley; and the heralds 
at arms were kept in readinefs to proclaim the 
new fovereign, as foon as the vacancy of the 
The queen continued 
to dofe in a flate of lethargic infenfibility till the 
firft of Auguft, about feven in the morning, when 
fhe departed this life, in the fiftieth year of her 

age, and the thirteenth of her reign. 
Anne was in her perfon of the middle ftature, 
well proportioned. Her hair was of a dark 
Oo brown 
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brown colour, her complexion fanguine and 
ruddy, her features ftrong and regular, her coun- 
tenance rather round than oval, and her afpeét 
more comely than majeftic. Though not alto- 
gether deflitute of female accomplifhments, the 
had nothing captivating as a woman, either in 
her manner or her perfon: fhe could only be re- 
puted fenfible and agreeable. Her voice was re- 
markably clear and harmonious, which the par- 
ticularly manifefted in the graceful delivery of 
her fpeeches in parliament. She had a tolerable 
ear ia mufic, and made fome proficiency on 
the guittar, at that time a favourite inftrument 
with the ladies. Her failure of duty as adaugh- 
ter excepted, her conduét in private life appears 
to have been highly exemplary. She was an 
affeCtionate wife, a warm friend, an indulgent 
miftrefs, and a munificent patron. Her defer- 
tion of her father, though warmly reprehended 
by many, will be deemed by others a merito- 
rious facrifice of implicit duty to the demands of 
religion and patriotifm. Many virtues adorned 
her private life. In her conjugal capacity, fhe 
was amiable and unblemifhed; as a mother, 
fhe combined indulgence with difcretion ; as a 
miftrefs, fhe was humane and benevolent; asa 
friend and a patronefs, fincere, generous and 
munificent. 

Her charaéter, viewed in a political light, is 
fufficiently apparent from the tranfa€tions of her 
reign. Asa fovereign, notwithftanding the illuf- 
trious events of her reign, fhe is entitled to little 
praife: fhe poffeffed neither vigour of mind, 
fplendid talents, nor a deep penetration into 
human affairs. A prey to the moft enflaving 
timidity, and continually governed by favourites, 
fhe can hardly be faid to have ever thought for 
herfelf, or to have a€ted according to her owa 
inclinations, But as her popularity concealed 


* © Dr. Smollet, an encomiaft of this fovereign, fays, 
« Her capatiy was natura'ly good, but not much culti- 
« vat-d by learning; nor did fhe exhibit any marks of 
eatrandinary or perfonal ambition. She was certainly 
deficient im that vigour of mind by which a prince 
ought tv prelesve his independence, and avoid the 
fuares aud fetter. of fycophants and favousites ; but 
wha'ever her weakncfs in this particular might have 
been, the virtues ot her heart were never called in 
gdeftion. She wasa mild and merciful princef., dur- 
wloe reign no fubjcct’s blood was hhed for treafon, 
dhe was zealoufly attached to the church of Ehgland, 
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the weaknefs of her perfonal authority, the great 
abilities of her principal fervants, to whom (he 
was indebted for that popularity, threw a fplen- 
did veil over the feeble qualities of queen 
Anne. She had been bred up with ftrong pre- 
pofleffions in favour of the Tories, whom, the 
was taught to regard as the only true friends of 
the chusch' and monarchy, and incurable preju- 
dices againft the Whigs, whom the was inftru€ted 
to confider as the determined enemies of both, 
From this fource originated her unhappy con- 
duét in refigning herfelf into the hands of the 
former party, during the laft four years of her 
reign; in confequence of which, one of the 
moft glorious and fuccefsful wars, that had ever 
been engaged in by any Englifh monarch, was 
terminated by a peace which raifed the power 
of the Bourbon besiiy to a very dangerous 
height, and has been produétive of moft of 
the troubles that have fince occurred in Eu- 
rope *, 

That her minifters entertained defigns in favour 
of the pretender can hardly be doubted. Whe- 
ther fhe herfelf had ever adopted the fame fen- 
timents, feems not to be equally clear. It may 
however be affirmed, without incurring the 
charge of partiality, that, however inclinable the 
might have been, from the force of prejudice, 
to advance the pretender to the throne of Great 
Britain, could the have done it in a pacific man- 
ner; the humanity of her heart would always 
have prevented her from attempting fuch an ex- 
periment at the hazard of a civil war, which 
would certainly have followed, and would have 
been attended with the deftru@tion of him and 
his adherents: for whatever they might fondly 
imagine, their numbers were very inadequate to 
thofe who were firmly attached to the Proteftant 
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‘ from convittion rather than from prepoffefiion, unaf- 
« feQedly pious, juft, chaitable, and compaflionate. She 
«* felt a mother’s fondnefs for his people, by whom fhe 
« was univerfully beloved, with a warmth of afleGion, 
“ which even the prejudice of party could not abate. 
‘© Is) a ward, if the was not the greateft, the was certainly 
‘* one of the beft and moft unblemitbed fovereigns that 
ever fat upon the throne of England; and well de- 
© ferved the expreflive, though fimple epithet of THE 

* Goop QUSEN Anne!” , 
+ Anew vault had begs made on the fouth-fide, to. 
wards the eaft end of Henry the Seventh’s Chapel, to 
* po 1 
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AS foon as the queen expired, orders were 
given, agreeable to the A&t of Settlement. 
to proclaim George, eleGtor of Brunfwick, king 
of Great Britain. A regency was appointed 
according to his nomination, his title was ac- 
knowledged by forgign princes and ftates, and 
perfeét tranquillity feetned to exift in England, 
till his arrival *. : 

George I. afcended the throne of Great Bri- 
tain, in the fifty-fifth year of his aget; and 
the fame prudence, which had hitherto diftin- 
guifhed him, in his negociations with the Britith 
court, was confpicuous throughout his reign. 
Defpifing the ungenerous and impolitic maxim, 
too frequently embraced by the princes of the 
houfe of Stuart, of relying on the attachment 
of their friends, without rewarding them, and 
attempting, by favours, to make friends of 
their enemies, he manifefted great attention 
to his friends, and fet his enemies at de- 
fimce. Conformable to this mode of think- 
ing, which he perhaps carried to excefs, he 
placed not only‘the adminiftration, but all the 
principal employments of the kingdom, both 


pofit the remains of Charles II. in which that prince, 
qeeen Mary, king William IIJ. and prince George of 
Denmark, were depofited. The fame place of repofe 
received the remains ef queen Anne: but, no more room 
remuning, the folemn receptacle was clofed up with 
brick-work. By ber hutband, prince George, queen 
Anne had fix children. 1. A daughter ftill-born, May 12, 
1684. 2. Mary, born June 2, 1685, died in February 
1686. 3, Anne Sophia, born May 12, 1636, died the 
February following. 4, William, duke of Gloucetter, 
born July 24, 1689, died July $0, 1700. 5. Mary, born 
In OGtober 1690, died foon after fhe was baptized. 6. 
Gcorge, born A pril 17, 1692, but died as foon as born. 

* Genealogifts trace the Hanoverian family from Ot- 
bert, an Italian nobleman, who retired from Lfte into 
Germany, in the tenth century, aud whofe grandfon 
Azo received the hand of Cunegunda, the davghter of 
Guello or Welff, duke of Bavaria. Welf?, the oflspring 
of this match, fucceeded to the duchy: and his grandfon, 
Henry the Proud, added to it, by marriage, the ter itoues 
of Brunfwick, Zell, Lunenburg, and other Provinces of 
the cucle sf Lower Saxony. Ienry the Lion, fon of this 
prince, being dilpoffeffed of his dominions by his German 
enemies, fled into Normand}, to the court of teary 11. 
king of Eng and, whofe cldeft daughter he had married, 


A, D, 1714. 


civil and military, in the hands of the Whigs 
The treafury and admiralty were put in com- 
miffion; the command of the army was trans- 
ferred from the duke of Ormond to the duke 
of Marlborough; the duke of Argyle was ap- 
pointed commander in chief of the forces in 
Scotland; the great feal was given to lord Cow- 
per, the privy feal to the earl of Wharton, and 
the government of Ireland to the earl of Sun- 
derland. Lord Townfhend and Mr. Stanhope 
were appointed fecretaries of ftate; the duke 
of Somerfet was nominated mafter of the horfe, 
Mr. Pulteney, fecretary at war and Mr. Walpole 
paymafter-general t. A new parliament was 
called, in which the intereft of the Whigs predo- 
minated ; and a fecret committe, chofen by bal- 
lot. was appointed to examine the particulars of 
the negociations relative to the late peace, as well 
as the ceffation of arms, by which it was pre- 
ceded. : 

The lower houfe prepared and paffed a bill, 
granting to his majefty the fame civil lift, which 
the queen had enjoyed ; with additional claufes 
for the payment of arrears, amounting to fixty- 


and by whofe intereft he at length recovered Brunfwick, 
with other ftates between the Elbe and the Wefer, which 
he divided among his three fons, After alternate fepa- 
rations and re-unions, Henry and William, his lineal de- 
fcendants, jointly poffeffed the duchy of Lunenburg, that 
of Zell, and the county of Danneburg. The elder bio- 
ther retaining the county, refigned the two duchies to 
Wiliam, who, at different times, found means to aug- 
ment his territortal portion. While the pofterity of 
Henry became dukes of Brunfwick and Wolfenbuttel, 
the line of William poffefled Lunenburg and its depen- 
dencies inclad ng the duchy of Hanover. Erneft, one 
of his grandfons, obtained the bifhopric of Ofnabruc, in 
1462; and, in 1680, the Hanoverian duchy, which, in 
confequence of his zeal in the fervice of the emperor 
Leopold, was formed into an eleétorate. He was fuc- 
ceeded in the eleGoral dukedom, in 1698; by George 
Lewis, who was his eldeft fon, by the princef. Sophia, 
grand-daughter of James I. of England. George, in 
1705, acquired Lunenburg, Zell, and suxe-Lawenburg, 
by the deaui of his neta and father-in-.aw, and was 
therefore a prince of territorial refpe€tability, before the 
death of Anne advanced him to the Biitifh tluone; at 
which time he was in the fifty-fifth year of his age. 
+ September 17, y A.D, W153, 
5 five 
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five thoufand pounds, due to the Hanoverian 
troops, which had been in the fervice of Great 
Britain; and for a reward of one hundred thou- 
fand pounds to be paid by the treafury, to any 
perfon who fhould apprehend the pretender in 
Janding, Or attempting to land, m any part of 
the Brith dominions *. 

The committee of fecrecy proceeded expe- 
ditioufly in their enguiry ; and, in confequence 
of their report, the commons refolved to im- 
peach lord Bolinzbroke, the eal of Oxford, 
and the duke of Ormond, of high treafon. The 
grounds of thefe impeachments were, the fhare 
which Oxford and Bslingbroke had in the clan- 
deftine negociations with France, and Ormond’s 
ating in concert with Villars, after the fatal 
fufpenfion of arms. More timid, or confcious 
of fuperior guilt, Bolingbroke and Ormond fled 
to the cantinent, while Oxford continued to 
attend his duty in parliament, and was com- 
mitted to the Tower. His behaviour, through- 
out the profecution, was firm and manly. When 
impeached by the commons at the bar of the 
houte of lords, all the arguments of his friends 
being found infufficient to acquit him, he ad- 
drefled them to the following effet: “ The 
“ whole charge againft me mav be reduced to 
© the necociation of the nzace of Utrecht: and 
* that peace, bad as it has been reprefented, was 


* Berure the coronation Le created fome new peers, 
and others were advanced to higher titles§. At the 
faice time the prince royal was declared prince of Wales, 
and took tay place at the council board. In the beginnin 
of Oxtober, the princef_ of Wale, arrived in England w th 
her two cideft daugl ters, the princetfes Anne and Amelia, 


On the twenttetn of the fame month the king was : 


crowned in Weitminier wath the ufual folemnity, at 
whicen the curl of O.t ra and lord Bolingbroke afified, 
The occa ton vos cit: sui hed by popular rcjoicings over 
the whole hingacm «© cept ina tew places, where the 
popu'ace manite ted tren averfion to the Proteflant fuc- 
ceton by tumults and rot. The univerfity of Ox- 
fo.1, a af, ecmmen of tacir principles, the very day on 
which the hing wa. crowned, onanimenfly conterred, in 
fullcon  catton, tne degree of degtor of civel law on fir 
Cenitariine Phipps, with particular marks of honour and 
efleem. 


§ James lird Chandos, was created earl of Caernarvon ; 
Lexis, bord lockingtont, earl of that nawe; Charks, lord 
Offulton, earloy Tuntsrtitl; Charles, lord Hallifax, earl of 
flallifar ; Heneage, lo d Guernjey, carl of Aylesford; Joka 
lord Herrey ca lot Bievol; Thomas, lad Petham, earl of 
Clare; Heury, carl of Lomond, an lictand, vifcourt Tud- 
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ce 


approved by two fucceflive parliaments. As 
J always aéted by the immediate dire€tions 
and commands of the queen, my miftrefs, and 
never in oppofition to any known law, I am 
juftified in my confcience, and indifferent 
about the life of an infignificant old man; 
but I cannot remain unconcerned, without 
the higheft ingratitude, for the reputation of 
the bett of queens. Gratitude compels me to 
vindicate her memory. : 
“ My lords, if minifters pf ftate, a€ling by 
the immediate command of their fovereign, 
are afterwards to become accountable for 
their proceedings, it may, one day or other, 
be the cafe of every member of this auguft 
afflembly. I doubt not, therefore, that, out 
of regard to yourfelves, your lordthips will 
grant me an equitable hearing; and I hope 
that, in the profecution of this enquiry, it will 
appear I have merited not only the éndut- 
gence, but alfo the favour of the prefent 2o- 
vernmentt.” That government at lait ap- 
pears to have been convinced of the truth of 
this affertion: for Oxtord, when brought to his 
trial, after lying almog two years in prifon, was 
difmiffed for want of accufers, the commons not 
chuoling to appear againft him.* 

‘To thefe profecutions whigh have been re- 
prefented as vindictive, the rebellion which dif, 
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+ When Oxford was brought to the bar, he receiveda 
copy of the articles, and was granted a month to pre.’ 
pare his anfwer. He thanked the houfe for their great 
humanity, in not fending him to the ‘ower, on account 

' of his indifpofition (the gravel); and, as he was full af- 
flied with the fame malady, he humbly defied they 
would permit him to continue a few days at his own 
| houfe, under the ufual cufiody. Jn order to fecond this 
petition. Dr. Mead declared, that if he fhould be fent to 
the Tower, his life would be m danger; but it was urged 
in reply, that, as he came to the houfe in his own coach, 
‘he might. with as much eafe has - keen carried to the 
Tower, either by water, or in a fedan; and that there 
, he might have the faa. attendance of bis friends and 
i phyficians, as if he wa, at home. It way thereiore ree 
_ bolved by a great majority, that I.c fliould be conveyed to 
| the Tower on the isxtecnth ef July. 


cater; James, vifiount Cafileton in Ireland, baron Sunder- 
jin; Bennet, lord Sherrard in Ireland, baron of Harbo- 
; argh; Gercafe, lord Pierrepont, in Ireland, baron lierre. 
| pont in the county of Burks; Henry Boyle, baron of Carlion, 
tn the county of York; fir Richard Temple, baron of Cobham, 
| in the county of Kent; Henry, lord Paget, cart of Urbridge, 
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turbed the beginning of this reign has been af- 
cribed; but very improperly. The profecutions 
were neceflary, to free the nation from the im- 
putation of having connived at a fhameful breach 
of public faith: and if George the Firft had not 
thrown himfelf into the hands of the Whigs, 
he muft foon have returned to Hanover. Of ail 
the parties in the kingdom, they dnly were fin- 
cerely attached to his caufe, or could now be 
faid firmly to adhere to the principles of the re- 
volution*., The Tories were in general inclined 
to Jacobitifm. ‘The heads of the party, both 
in England and Scotland, held a fecret corre- 
{pondence with the pretender; and though no 
regular plan had been formed, a tendency to- 
wards an infurreCtion appeared univerfally a- 
mong them, and the moft artful means were 
employed to inflame the mafs of the people, as 
well as to fecure particular adherents. The dif- 
banded officers were gained by money; fedi- 
tious libels were difperfed againft the ele€toral 
family; the pretender’s manifeftoes were every 
where circulated; all the Whigs were claffed 
under the general denomination of Diffenters, 
and the alarm of the danger of the church was 
revived, 

During thefe difcontents and cahals, which 
were principally occafioned by the difappoint- 
ment of the Jacobites and violent ‘Tories, in 
confequence of the premature death of queen 
Anne, the zeal and loyalty of the Whigs alone 
could have fupported George upon the throne 
of Britain; and a {mall body of foreign troops 
was only wanting, to have made the conteft 
doubtful between the houfe of Stuart and that of 
Hanover. Such a body of troops the duke of 
Ormond, and other zealous Jacobites in Eng- 


* A triflirg incident contributed to increafe the po- 
pular ferment. The firft regiment of guards, command- 
ed by the duke of Marlbo:ough, having lately received 
their new cloathing, the fhirt. were obferved to be fo 
remarkably coarfe, that the fuldiers could hardly be per- 
fuaded to wear them. Syme were thrown into the king’s 
and the duke of Mariborough’s gardens. A detachment, 
in marching through the city, to relieve the guard at the 
Tower, exhibited them to the view of the thopkeepers 
and pallengers, exclaiming, ‘ Thefe are the Hanover 
“ thirts!” The court, being informed of this circum- 
lance, and apprehending the confequences, ordered them 
to be burned immediately, and new ones to be provided. 
The Jacobites endeavoured to load the duke of Marlbo- 
rough with the odium of this impofition on the foldiers ; 


Vo7. III. No. 92, 


149 


land, eagerly folicited from the pretender, as 
neceffary to render their defigns in his - favour’ 
fuccefsful. Convinced of the neceility ‘of this 
demand, the duke of Berwick exerted his in- 
fluence, but in vain, to procure a few regiments 
from the court of Verfailles. Lewis XIV. now 
finking under years and infirmities, and ftanding 
on the verge of the grave, was unwilling to en-. 
gage in a.new war, or hazard any meafure 
which might difturb the minority of his great. 
grandfon. He therefore declined taking openly 
any part in the affairs of the pretender: and the 
vigilance of the earl of Stair, the Britifh ambaf- 
fador in France, effectually prevented any fecret 
aids from operating to the difadvantage of his 
matter, 

The pretender, however, {till cherifhed the 
hope 4 being able to afcend the throne of his 
anceftors, by means of his Englifh adherents, 
and the affiftance of the Scottith Jacobites, who 
were armed, and ready to rife at his com- 
mand. His brother, the duke of Berwick, and 
the fugitive lord Bolingbroke, to whom he had 
delivered the feals, as fecretary of flate, were 
lefs fanguine in their expe€tations; yet they 
flattered themfelves, that {ome daring ftep would 
be taken, which might encourage the court of 
France to interpofe in his favour. But the 
mifconduét of the duke of Ormond difappointed 
all thefe hopes. This nobleman, after his im- 
peachment, retired to his houfe at Richmond, 
where he paffed his time in great ftate, and 


-was furrounded by the whole body of the 


Tories, of which he was reputed the head. He 
feemed to have fet up the ftandard againft 
his fovereign. He aflured the pretender, he 
would fupport his ftation as long as he was able; 


but it appeared that the fault was to be afcribed only to 
the contractor for the regiment, 

An intercepted letter from one captain Wright, a re- 
formed officer, contained the following expreffions: 
«¢ The duke of Ormond has got the better of all his ene- 
“ mies, and I hope we fhall be able, in a little time, to, 
fend George home to his own country again.” A ree 
ward of fifty pounds was offered, by the government, to 
any perfon that fhould difcover the captain; and, about 
the {ame time, Mr. George Jcflcries was feized at Dub- 
lin, with a packet die€ed to Dr. Jonathan Swift, dean 
of St. Patrick's. Several treafonable letters being found, 
in this packet, were tranimitted to England: Jetteries 
was obliged to give bail for his appearance; and Swift 
thought proper to abfeond. 
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and when it.was noAonger-tenable, he would 
retire to the north or welt of England, where he 
had many friends, among whom he had diftri- 
buted a number of reduced officers, and in one 
of thofe quarters begin an infurreftion, He 
had even placed a relay of horfes, to proceed 
with more expedition when the dangerous mo- 
ment fhould.artive. But Ormond, though per- 
fonally brave, was deftitute of that vigour of 
{pitit, which fuch an undertaking required, 
When informed that a party of the guards had 
received orders to furround his houfe and {eize 
his perfon, he loft all fortitude of mind, and 
haftily efcaped to France ; without leaving any 
inffructions for his friends, who were anxioufly 
waiting for the fummons to take arms, and 
eager to act under his command. ; 

The unexpeéted flight of Ormond, gave a fatal 
ftab to the caufe of the pretender. It difcon- 
certed the plans of the Englith adherents, and 
confirmed the court of Verfailles in the refolu- 
tion of yieiding him no open affiftance. Ifa 
man on whole credit the higheft hopes of the 
Jacobites were raifed, was obliged to abandon 
his country, without being able to ftrike a fingle 
blow, the French miniftry very reafonably con- 
cluded, that the ce party could not be fo 
powerful, cr fo ripe for an infurreflion as they 
had been reprefented*, 

The duke of Orleans, who was appointed by 
the parliament of Paris, regent during the mi- 
noritv of Lewis XV. in oppofition to the will of 
the deceafed monarch, privately pretended to 
efooufe the interefts of the houfe of Stuart; 
but the exhautied ftate of France, and the diffi- 
culty of fupporting his own authority againft the 


* The death of Tewiy XIV. which happened foon 
after, farther embarraied t ¢ pretender’s afuns. “ No 
“ prince,” fays the duke ct Berwick, was ever fo lilt's 
« known as thi, monaren 1... hay been reprefented as 
‘" aman not only cruel and falfe, but diffies't of arc f.. 
“ T have frequently had tic nenour of audiences from 
‘bim, and have been very famtia ly a !mitted to his 
 prefence; and I can atlum, that bis pride warn 'y 
“an appearance. He wat bora wich an air of map Py 
* wheh firuck every one fo mei t atn body «ould 
* approach him without bong fazed witit awe and ree 
ie Gea; Init as fuon as you fooke to tim he fohened | is 
* countepance and put vou guile at tac. He wa, the 
~ m lite _ an a k ugdom: and his anfweis ware 
 acgompanied with fo tia.) obliging ex: refhons, that af 
“ he granted sour requew, uy suet eas doubled, 
by the manner of conutetsingil; and, if he refufcd, 
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other princes of the blood; rendered it neceflary 
to cultivate a good unde}ftanding with the court 
of Great Britain, and even to purfue, though 
with feeming relu@ance, the meafures pointed 
out by the earl of Stair, for defeating the dcfigns 
of the Jacobites. Of thofe the moft important, 
was the {topping of fome fhips laden with arms 
and ammunition ; an irreparable lofs to the pre- 
tender, as he could neither procure mone}, nor 
permiffion fo purchafe a fupply of fuch articles in 
any other country. Notwithftanding thefe difcou- 
ragements, the indigent reprefentative of the un- 
fortunate family of Stuart did not relinquith his 
hopes of a crown: nor did his partizans, either 
in England or Scotland, abate of their ardour in 
his caufe. But ardour, unlefs regulated by pru- 
dence, ts a wild energy, that often ruins the party 
it was intended to ferve. It required the cool 
experience of the duke of Berwick, and the 
eminent talents of lord Bolingbroke, to mode- 
rate the zeal of the Englifh and Scottith Ja- 
cobites. The Highlanders were impatient to 
take up arms: they had entered into a regular 
training for that purpofe: they knew their force s 
and, confident of fuccefs, they entreated the 
pretender to place himfelf at their head, or at 
Jeaft to permit them to rife in vindication of his 
juft rights ¢. . 

Strongly prepoffefled in favour of the heredi- 
tary defcent of the crown, the highlanders could 
form no conception of a pailiamentary right to 
alter the order of fucceffion from political con- 
fiderations. It contradiéted all their ideas of 
kingthip; and even of clanfhip. They ther. fore 
thought themfelves bound, by a facred and in- 
difpenfable obligation, to re-inftate in his lineal 


“ you cou'd not complain.” It was that as" of majefty, 
mentioned by the duke of Berwick, which fo dif oncerted 
the old officer who came to afk a favour of Lewis XIV. 
that he could only fay, in a faultering wuice, “ hope your 
«© mayefty will believe I do not thu, tremble before your 
** enemies,” 

+ The highlanders are the reputed defcundants of the 
anci: t Caledonmian-, o: original inhabitants of North 
Britain, and value them{clves on having had the rare tur- 
tuse ef never bei, fibjeGled to the law of any con- 
quevor. From the victoriuu, arms of the Romans, they 
togk refuge in their rugged mountains, and there contt- 

»hyed to ero, t.cir nde edency, while tbat ambitious 
people remained mafters of the fouthern parts of this 
fang. Nor has the fwoid os Dene, of Saxon, or of 

' Nanpan, evar seduced them to fubmifien. 
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inheritance the excluded prince, or to perifh in 
the bold attempt. The pretender’s fouthern 
friends were equally liberal in their profeffions 
of zeal in his caufe. They prefled him to land 
jn the weft of England ; where his perfon would 
be as fafe, they affirmed, as in Scotland, and 
where he would find every thing more favour- 
able to his views, although they had yet taken 
no decifive meafures for a general infurreCtion. 

To compoefe the fpirit of the highlanders, who 
feemed to fear nothing fo much, as that the 
bufinefs of reftoring their king would be taken 
out of their hands, and the honour appropriated 
by others, they were informed, that the pre- 
tender was anxious to undertake the rifing of 
his friends in England and Scotland, in fuch a 
manner as to enable them to render affiftance to 
each other; and that it was very much to be 
withed all hoftilities in Scotland could be fuf- 
pended, till the Englifh were ready to take up 
arms. A memorial, framed by the duke of Ber- 
wick, had been already fent, by lord Boling- 
broke, to the Jacobites in England, repre- 
fenting the impropriety of defiring the pre- 
tender to land among them, before they were 
in a condition to fupport him. They were now 
requefted to confider ferioufly, if they were in 
fuch a condition; and were informed, that as 
foon as an intimation to that purpofe fhould be 
given, and the time and place of his landing afcer- 
tained, the pretender was ready to become their 
leader. They named, as a landing place, the 
neighbourhood of Piymouth, and faid they hoped 
the weftern counties were in a proper pofture to 
receive the king; but they omitted to mention, 
or even to hazard a conjeCture refpecting the 
force they could probably bring into the field, 
or the dependence that might be placed In the 
perfons who had engaged to rife. 

A little more precifion was certainly neceflary 
ia di€tating a meflage, which was expected to 
be attended with fuch important confequences. 
The duke of Ormond, however, fet out from 
Paris, and the pretender, from his temporary 
refidence at Bar, on the frontiers of Lorraine, in 
order to join their common friends. Some 
agents were fent to the weft, fome to the north 
ot England, and others to London, to give in- 
telligence that both were on their way, And 
their routes were fo direfted, that Ormond was 


rst 
to fail from the coaft of Normundy'a ‘few days 
before the pretender ariived at St. Malo,’ to 
which place the duke was to convey immediaté 
notice of his landing, ‘and of the profpect of 
fuccefs. ~ 

By this time, the rebellion was actually begun 
in Scotland, under the direction of the earl of 
Mar, who flattered himfelf with the hope of 
being fupported bv a ftrong party in England, 
This nobleman at the death of queen Anne, 
was fecretary of ftate for Scotland, and was one 
of the firft who made profeffions of loyalty and 
affeCtion to his prefent majefty. But not meet- 
ing with the encouragement he expected, he 
retired in difguft to his own country, where, 
prompted by refentment and ambition, he re- 
folved to make an effort in favour of the prey 
tender. 

About this time, a dangerous confpiracy“was 
difcovered and defeated in England. Wieute- 
nant-colone] Paul was imprifoned in tne Gate- 
houfe, for inlifting men in the fervice of the 
pretender. The titular duke of Powis was 
committed to the Tower: the lords Lanfdowne 
and Duplin were taken into guftedy: and a 
warrant was iffued for apprehending the ear] of 
Jerfey. The king through the medium of fe- 
cretary Stanhope, defired the confent of the 
lower houfe, to feize and detain fir William 
Wyndham, Mr. Edward Harvey of Combe, 
Mr. Thomas Forfter Mr. John Anftis, and Mr. 
Corbet Kynafton, who were members of the 
howe, and fufpeéted of favouring the invafion, 
The commons unanimoufly agreed to the pro- 
pofal, and prefented an addrefs, intimatmg their 
approbation. Harvey and Anftis happening 
to be in town, were inftantly fecured: Mr. 
Forfter, with the afliftance of fome Popith lords, 
created an infurreétion in Northumberland: fir 
John Packington was examined before the coun- 
cil: and nothing appearing againft him, was 
honourably difcharged: Mr. Kvnatton abfcon i- 
ed: fir William Wyndham was feized at his 
own houfe in Somerfetfhire, by colonel Hufke, 
and a meflenger, who fecured his papers: he 
found means, however, to efcape, but being 
clofely purfued he thought proper to furrender 
himfelf, and having been examined at the coun- 
ci-board was committed to the Tower. 

The Jacobites were very numerous in the 
weitern 
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weftern counties, and began to make prepara- 
tions for an infurre€tion. They had concealed 
{ome arms and artillery at Bath, and had formed 
a defign to furprize Briftol; but the government, 
being informed of their proceedings, took fuch 
wweafures as effeCtually defeated all their projets. 
The conduét of the univerfity of Oxford was 
extremely exceptionable on this occafion. They 
chofe the earl of Arran their chancellor, inftead 
of his brother the duke of Ormond, who had 
juft been attained. They conferred the degree 
of do€tor of laws on fir John Everard, a noto- 
rious non-juror. They even held confultations 
with feveral half-pay officers, Irith Papifts, and 
other Jacobites, who had taken refuge in the 
city, and who were a¢tually preparing to appear 
in ams: in confequence of which, Handyfide’s 
regiment was afterwards quartered in Oxford, 
to overawe the univerfity. 

By this time the earl of Derwentwater and 
Mr. Fortier had taken the field with a body of 
horfe, and beieg joined bv fome malcontents 
trom the borders ef Scotland, proclaimed the 
pretender in Warkworth, Morpeth and Aln 
wick, under the name of James VIII. of Scot- 
Jand. Their firft intention was to feize the town 
of Newcafile, which they inteuded to have made 
their head quarters: but finding the gates thut 
againft them, they retired to Hexham; while 
lieutenant-general Carpenter, having afiembled 
a body of dragoons, refolved to march from 
Newcaftle, and attack them before they fhould 
be reinforced. 

The infurgents retired nerthward towards 
Wooler,-and were joined by two hundred 
Scottith horfe under lord vifcount Kenmuir, and 
the earls of Carnwath and Winton, who had 
botfted the pretender’s ftandard at Moffat, and 
proclaimed him in different parts of Scotland. 
Strengthened by this acceffion of force, they 
proceeded to Kelfo, having received advice that 
they fhould there be joined by Mackintofh, who 
had croffed the Forth with a body of High- 
danders. 

The earl of Mar was now at the head of ten 
thoufand men, well armed. He had fecured 
the pafs of Tay at Perth, where his head quarters 
were eftablifhed, and made himfelf mafter of 
the fertile province of Fife, and all the fea coaft 
on that fide of the Frith of Edinburgh. He feleét- 
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ed two thoufand five hundred men, commanded 
by brigadier Mackintofh, to make a defcent 
upon the Lothian fide, and join the Jacobites 
who had taken arms in the fouthern counties. 
Boats were collected for this purpofe; and, 
notwithftanding the utmoft vigilance of the 
king’s thips, half of them effeéted their paf- 
fage in the night, and Janded on the coaft of 
Lothian, having croffed an arm of the fea about 
fixteen miles broad, in open boats, which paffed 
through the midft of the king’s cruifers. This 
was certainly a hazardous enterprize, concerted 
with great ability, and executed with equal fpirit. 
They amufed the king’s fhips with marches and 
counter-marches till the approach of night, when 
embarking in an unexpected place, they accom- 
plithed their purpofe without the {malleft oppo- 
fition. ‘Ihe earl of Mar, in the mean time, 
marched from Perth to Dumblain, as if he had 
intended to pafs the Forth at Stirling Bridge; 
but his real plan was to divert the duke of 
Argyle from attacking his detachment, which 
bat landed on Lothian. 

The ftratagem was attended with fuccefs. 
The duke, who had affembled fome troops in 
Lothian, repaired to Stirling with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, after having fecured Edinburgh, and 
compelled Mackintofh to abandon his defign on 
that city. This chieftain had a€tually made 
himfelf mafter of Leith, whence he retired to 
Seaton Houfe, near Prefton Pans, which he fo 
ftrongly fortified, that he could not be forced 
without artillery. Here he continued till he re- 
ceived an order acrofs the Frith, from the earl 
of Mar, to join lord Kenmuir and the Englifh at 
Kelfo, for which place he immediately fet out, 
and reached it on the twenty-fecond of Oftober, 
though, on his way, he was deferted by feveral 
of his men. 

Lord Kenmuir, with the earls of Winton, 
Nithfdale, and Carnwath, and the earl of Der- 
wentwater and Mr. Forfter, with the Englifh 
rebels artiving at the fame time, a council of 
war was immediately held. Winton propofed, 
that they fhould march direétly into the weftern 
parts of Scotland, and join general Gordon, 
who was at thé head of a ftrong body of high- 
landers in Argylefhire. The Englith infifted 
upon pafling the ‘I'weed, and attacking general 

penter, whofe troops were fatigued with a 
tedious 
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tedious march, and hardly amounted to nine 
hundred men. But neither of thefe {chemes 
Was executed. ° 

They purfsed the route to Jedburg, where 
they intended to leave general Carpenter on one 
fide, and enter England by the weftern border. 
The highlanders declared they would not quit 
their own country, but were ready to execute 
the fcheme propofed by the earl of Winton. 
Methods, however, were found to perfuade 
about half of them to advance, while the reft 
retired to the Highlands. At Brampton, Forfter 
produced his commiffion of general, which had 
been fent to him from the earl of Mar, and pro- 
claimed the pretender. 

They proceeded to Penrith, where the fheriff, 
affifted by lord Lanfdale and the bifhop of 
Carlifle, had drawn together the whole pofe 
comitatus of Cumberland, amounting nearly to 
twelye thoufand men, who fhamefully difperfed 
at the approach of the infurgents. From Pen- 
rith, Forfter advanced by the way of Kendal and 
Jancafter to Prefton, from whence Stanhope’s 
regiment of dragoons, and another of militia 
immediately retired; in confequence of which, 
poffeflion of the place was taken without re- 
ftance: 

General Wills marched againft the rebels 
with fix regiments of horfe and dragoons, and 
one battalion of foot, commanded by colonel 
Prefton. They had proceeded as far as the 
bridge of Ribbel before Forfter was informed 
of their approach. He inftantly began to make 
preparations for a vigorous defence. On the 
twelfth of November the town was brifkly at- 
tacked in two different places; but the king’s 
troops met with a very warm reception, and 
were repulfed with confiderable lofs. On the 
following morning general Carpenter arrived 
with a reinforcement of three regiments of dra- 
goons, and the rebels were invefted on all fides. 
The highlanders propofed to make a fally, fword 
in hand, declaring they would either cut their 
way through the king's forces, or perifh in the 
attempt: but they were perfuaded to abandon 
fo defperate a refolution. Forfter fent colonel 
Oxburgh with a trumpet to general Wills, to 
defire a capitulation. ‘The general replied, that 
he would not treat ‘with rebels; they had killed 
feveral of his majefty’s fubje&ts, and they knew 

Vou. III, No. 93. 


15% 


the confequence. The colonel faid, as the ge- 
neral was a man of honour, and an officer, he 
hoped he would fhew mercy to thofe who were 
willing to fubmit. Wills declared, that all he 
could do in their favour, was, that, if they fur- 
rendered’at difcretion, he would prevent his men 
from putting them to the fword, till he fhould 
receive farther orders. He granted them time 
to confider tilt the next morning, upon their 
delivering the earl of Derwentwater and Mack- 
intofh as hoftages, 

When Forfter fent a meffage, offering to ac- 
cept the terms propofed, Mackintofh declared 
he could not promife that the highlanders would 
furrender in that marffer. The general defired 
him to return to his people, and he would in- 
ftantly attack the town, in which cafe every man 
of them fhould be cut in pieces. The Scottith 
chieftain not choofing to rifk fuch an expedient, 
perfuaded the highlanders to yield themfelves 
prifoners. ‘They accordingly laid down their 
arms, and were put under a ftrong guard. All 
the nobleman and principal gentlemen were fe- 
cured. Lord Charles Murray, the duke of 
Athol, major Nairn, captain Lockhart, captain 
Shaftoe, and enfign Erfkine, were tried by a 
court-martial, as deferters, and condemned. 
The firft was refpited: the other four were 
executed, The common men were imprifoned 
at Chefter, and Liverpool: the noblemen and 
confiderable officers were conveyed to London, 
and committed to the Tower, the Marfhalfea, 
Newgate, and the Fleet. 

The king’s forces were as fuccefsful tn the 
northern as in the fouthern parts of the ifland. 
The very day, on which the rebels furrendered at 
Prefton, was remarkable for the battle of Dum- 
blain, between the duke of Argyle, and th 
earl of Mar, commander in chief of the pre- 
tender’s forces. ‘This nobleman had retreated 
to his camp at Perth, when he heard the duke 
was returned from Lothian to Stirling. But, 
being now reinforced by the northern clans, 
under the earl of Seaforth, and thofe of the weft, 
commanded by general Gordon, he refolved im- 
mediately to pafs the Forth, to join his fouthern 
friends that they might march together into 
England. 

With this idea he advanced to Auchterardere, 
where he reviewed his army, and refled on the 

q eleventh 
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eleventh of November. The duke of Argyle, 
informed of his intention, and being reinforced 
by fome regiments of dragoons from Ireland, 
refolved to give him battle in the neighbourhood 
of Dumblain. On the twelfih, he croffed the 
Forth at Stirling, and encamped with his left at 
the village of Dumblain, and his right towards 
Sheriffmuir. The rebels approached within two 
miles of his camp, and continued till day-break 
in order of battle; their army amounting to 
nine thoufand effelive men, including cavalry 
and infantry. In the morning, the duke, hear- 
ing they were in motion, drew up his forces, 
which did not exceed three thoufand five hun- 
dred men, on the height® to the north-eaft of 
that village; but finding himfelf in danger of 
being furrofinded, he was under the neceffity 
of altering his difpofition, by feizing on certain 
heights to the north-eaft of Dumblain. The 
clans, which compofed the center and right 
wing of the enemy, with their chiefs, Clan- 
ronald and Glengary, at their head, charged the 
left wing of the king’s army, fword in hand, 
with fuch impetuofity, that, in a few minutes, 
both horfe and foot were totally routed, with 
great flaughter; and general Witham, their com- 
mander, fied precipitately to Stirling, where he 
declared the royal army was defeated. 

In this, however, he was happily miftaken. 
The duke of Argyle, who commanded in per- 
fon on the right, attacked the left of the enemy, 
at the head of Stair’s and Evans's dragoons, and 
crove them two miles before him, as far as the 
water of Ailan; though in that fpace they 
wueeled about, and endeavoured feveral times 


to rally; he was therefore obliged to prefs them, 


fiercely to prevent their recovering their ranks. 
Brigadier Wightman followed, with three batta- 
lions of infantry, to fupport him; while the nght 
wing of the rebels, having purfued Witham to 
a confiderabie diftance, returned to the field of 
battle, and formed in the rear of Wightman to 
the amount of five thoufand men. 

The duke of Argyle, returning from the 


purfuit, pane Wightman, who had taken pof- 


feffion of fome inclofures and mud walls, in ex- 
peétation of being attached. In this pofition, 
both armies ftood fronting each other, but nei- 


ther of them feemed defirous of renewing the 
engagement; when, night approaching, the 
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duke drew. off towards Dirbbiain, and the in-: 
furgents retired to Ardoch. Qn the following 
day, the duke, marching back ta the field of 
battle, carried off the wounded, with four pieces 
of cannon left by the enemy, and retreated to 
Stirling. Few prifoners were taken on either 
fide: the enemy loft eight hundred men in the 
action, the king’s army about two thirds of that 


number, 


Soon after, the rebels fuftained a more con- 
fiderable blow, in the lofs of Invernefs, from 
which fir John Mackenzie was driven by lord 
Lovat, the chief of the Frafers, who had hither- 
to adhered to the pretender’s intereft, but now 
declared for the eftablithed government. ' By this 
means a free communication was opened with 
the north of Scotland, where the earl of Suther- 
land had raifed a ftrong body of vaffals. The 
Marquis of Huntley and the earb of Seaforth; 
were obliged to abandon the rebel army, in 
order to fecure their own territories, and foon: 
after fubmitted to the king: a confiderable num- 
ber of the Frafers, influenced by the example 
of their chief, lord Lovat, declared againft the 
pretender: the marquis of Tullibardine, alfot 
withdrew from the rebel army 40 defend his own. 
country againft the friends of government: and 
the clans difgufted at their failure of fuccefs, 
began as ufual to return to their habitations. 

The government was now in a condition to 
fend ftrong reinforcements to Scotland. Six 
thoufand men that were claimed of the ftates, 
by virtue of the treaty, arrived in England, and 
began their march to Edinburgh: general Ca- 


| dogan fet out for the fame place, together with: 


brigadier Petit and fix other engineers; and ai 
train of artillery was fhipped off at the ‘Tower,: 
for that country, the duke of Argyle being de- 
termined to drive the earl of Mar owt of Perth, 
in which town he had taken fhelter with the 
remains of his army. 

In the mean time, the pretender, notwith- 
ftanding the defperate fituation of his affairs in: 
Scotland, refolved to try his fortune in that king- 
dom. With this intent, he haftened through 
France in difguife, and embarking in a {mail 
veffel at Dunkirk, landed on the twenty-fecond 
of December at Peterhead, with fix gentlemen 
in his retinue, one of whom was the marquis of 
Tinmouth, fon of the duke of Berwick. He 

. . paffed 
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"paffed through Aberdeen incognito toFetteroffe, : 


where he was met by the earls of Mar and 
Marifchal, and about thirty noblemen and gen- 
tlemen of diftin€tion. - 

Here he was folemnly proclaimed, and affum- 
ing his pretended dignity, pérmitted his fubjects 
to kifs his hand: his declaration, dated at Com+ 
mercy, was printed and difperfed throughout 
that neighbourhood, and here, alfo, he received 
addreffes from the epifcopal clergy, and the laity 
of that communion in the diocefe of Aberdeen. 
On the fifth of January, he made his public 
entry into Dundee, and on the feventh arrived 
at Scoon, where he feemed determined to re- 
main til] the ceremony of his coronation fhould 
be performed. On the ninth of January, ne re- 
paired to Perth, where he reviewed his forces, 
and expreffed much fatisfa@tion at the appear- 
ance of the men, and the form of the highland 
drefs, which he had never feen before*. 

By this time, the duke of Argyle had taken 
poffeffion of Burnt-ifland, and tranfported a de- 
tachment to Fife, to cut off the communication 
of the infurgents with that fertile country. On 
the twenth-ninth of January, he began his march, 
towards Dumblain, and the next evening reach- 
ed Tullibardine, where he received advice, that 
the pretender, and his forces, had, on the pre- 
ceding day, retired towards Dundee. He took 
poffeffion of Perth, and then began his march 
to Aberbrothick, in purfuit of the enemy. 

The pretender, being thus clofely purfued, 
was perfuaded to embark on board a {mall 
French fhip which lay in the harbour of Mon- 
trofe. He was accompanied by the earls of 
Mar and Melfort, Jord Drummond, lieutenant- 
general Bulkeley, and other perfons of diftinc- 
tion, to the number of feventeen. To keep 


* In the evening he returned to Scoon, where he be- 
gan to form a regular council, and to perform many aéts 
of fate. He publifhed f€veral proclamations: one for a 
general thank{yividg on account. of his fate arrival; an- 
other, cnjoining the minifters to pray tor him in churches; 
a third, eftablithing the currency of foreign com; a 
fourth, fummoning the meeting of the convention of 
eftates; a fifth, ordering all fencible men to repair to his 
fiandard; and a fixth, fixing the iweuty third of January 
for his coronation. He made a pathetic fpeech in a grand 
council, at which all the cniets of his party aflifled, They 
feemed, at firft, relolved to make new efforts, and with 
this view began to fortity Perth; but, confide.ing the 
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clear of the Englith cruifers, they fteered theit 
courfe for Norway, and coafting along the Ger- 
man atid Dutch fhotes, arrived in five days at 
Gravelines in France. 

General Gordon, whom the pretender had left 
commander in chief of his forces, with the affif- 
tance of the earl marifchal, proceeded with them 
to Aberdeen, where he procured three veffels to. 
fail northwards, and take on board about two 
hundred perfons, who intended to make their 
efcape to the continent. From Aberdeen they 
continued their march through Strathfpey and 
Strahdown to the hill of Badenoch, where the 
army was quietly difmiffed. 

This retreat was conduéted with fuch exp2- 
dition, that the duke of Argyle, with all his ac- 
tivity, could not overtake their rear-guard, which 
was compofed of a thoufand horfe, commanded 
by the earl marefchal. 

Such was the iffue of a rebellion, which ori- 
ginated in the intrigues in favour of the pre- 
tender, during the latter years of the reign of 
queen Anne, not in the meafures of the new 
government, as reprefented “by the Jacobite 
writers, Its declared objet was the reftoration 
of the family of Stuart to the throne of Great 
Britain; and many intelligent men have fup- 
pofed that fuch a meafure would have been 
attended with fewer inconveniences than the 
acceflion of the houfe of Hanover. But, thofe 
who confider that the pretender was a bigotted 
Papift, and not only obftinately refufed to change 
his religion, but was rendered incapable of le- 
gally fucceeding to the crown; and that he ftudi- 
oufly avoided, in his very manifeftoes, giving any 
open and unequivocal affurance, that he would 
maintain the civil and religious liberties of 
the nation, as by law eftablifhedt, will find 

reafon 
king’s army was reinfotced by the Dutch auuiliaries, 
and that they themfelves were reduced toa {mall number, 
and entirely deftitute of money, arms, ammucition, and 
provifion, they determined, at laft, to abaulen the ene 
terprize, 

+ See Bolingbroke’s Letters to fir William Wyndham, in 
which many curious proofs of the pretender’s du; licity 
and bigotry are given. When the draught of a deciara- 
tion, and other papers, to be difperled in Great Britain, 
were prefented to him by his fecretary, ‘he took excep- 
tion againft feveral patfages, and particularly aga uft 
 thofe wherein a dred promje of fecuring the churches 
“of England and Ireland was made, He was ine 

‘* formed,” 
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reafon to be of another opinion. They will re. itations, but had alfo convinced him, that they 


gard the fuppreflion of this rebellion, which 
defeated the defigns of the Jacobites, and in 
a manner extinguifhed the hopes of the pre 
tender, as an event of the utmoft importance 
to the happinefs of Great Britain, | 

The parliament of Ireland, which met at 
Dublin, on the twelfth of November, feemed 
even more firmly attached, if pofble, than that 
of England to the prefent government. They 
paffed bills for recognizing the king's title; for 
the fecurity of his perfon and government: for 
fetting a price upon the head of the pretender; 
for fuppreiling tumults and riotous affemblies ; 
and for attainting the duke of Ormond. They 
alfo granted the fupplies without oppofition. 

They engaged in an affociation to fupport the 
king and the Proteftant fuccethon, againft the 
pretender and all his open and fecret defenders; 
and thes refolved, that whatever forces his ma- 
jeliv fhould think proper to raife for that pur- 
pofe, they would enabie him to defray the ex- 
pence. 

Thev voted the earl of Anglefcy an enemy to 
the hing and k'ngdom, for having advifed the 
queen to difperfe the army and prorogue the 
parliament, when a bill was depending to at- 
taint the pretender: and they addreffed the king 
to remove him from his council and fervice: a 
regueft which was accordingly granted. The 
lords juftices granted orders for apprehending 
the earls of Antrim and Weftmeath, the lords 
Natterville, Cahir, Dillon, and other perfons 
fufpected df difaffeftion to the government. 
Then they adjourned the parliament to the eighth 
of March. 

The king, in his fpeech to the Britith parlta- 
ment, which affembled on the ninth of January *, 
declared, that the zeal and affe@tion they had 
fhewn to his perfon and government, and the 
care and vigilance they had exerted in their re- 
{peive counties, for the fafety of the nation, 
had not only anfwered his moft fanguine expec- 


*« formed,” he fad, “ that he could not in confcience 
«| make fuch a prnife.” The draughts were accord- 
ingly altered by his pref»; “and the moft material paf- 
“ fages weie turned with a'l the jefurticul eee ication 
“ imaginable.” (/md.) In cenfequence of thefe altera- 
tions, Bolingbroke retufed to counterfign the declaration. 

* ALD. 1716. ; 

4 The countefs of Nithfdale and lady Naim, watche 


were now met with a determined refolution to 
a@t with fuch vigour, as would end in the can- 
fufion of all thofe, who had openly engaged in 


. this rebellion, and in the fhame and reproach of 


fuch, as, by fecret and malicious infinuations, 
had fomented, or by an avowed indifference, 
encouraged this traiterous enterprize. 

Addreffes of thanks to his majefty were feve- 
rally prefented by both houfes. The commons 
declared, they thought themfelves obliged, in 
jultice to their injured country, to profecute, in 
the moft rigorous manner, the authors of* thofe 
deftructive councils, which had drawn dovn 
fuch miferies upon the nation. They began 
by expelling Mr. Forfter from the houfe. They 
impeached the earls of Derwentwater, Nithf- 
dale, Carnwath, and Winton; the lords Wid- 
drington, Kenmuir, and Nairn. Thefe noble- 
men being brought to the bar of the houfe of 
lords, heard the articles of impeachment read, 
on the tenth of January, and were ordered to 
prepare their anfwers by the fixteenth. The 
impeachments being lodged, the lower houfe 
ordered a bill to be brought in to continue the 
fufpenfion of the JZabeas Corpus act fix months 
longer. hey alfo prepared another impeach- 
ment to attaint the marquis of Tullibardine, the 
earls of Mar and Linlithgow, and lord John 
Drummond. 

On the twenty-fourth of January, the king 
gave the royal affent to the bill for continuing 
the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus a€t. And 
on the nineteenth of the fame month, all the 
impeached lords pleaded guilty to the articles 
exhibited againft them, except the earl of Win- 
ton, who petitioned for a longer time to pre- 
pare his deferice. The reft received fentence of 
death on the ninth of February, in a court ere&ted 
in Weftminfter Hall, where the lord chancellor 
pied prefided, as lord hih-fteward on the 
occafion fT. ‘ 

The principal leaders of the Whig party 

Grongly 
ing en opportunity behind a window-curtain, while the 
king pafied through the apartments of the palace, with 
out the ceremony of a formal introdu@tion, threw them 
felves fuddenly at his fect, and, bathed'in tears, implored 
in mouroful accents, his mercy in behalf of their hufbands. 
This‘abrupt and irregular application could not tail to 
furprize his majefty, and thofe who attended him; and 


therefure proved as incffe€lual as fome others se es 
cen 
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flrongly oppofed the ‘teading of the petitions. 
The earl of Nottingham was of opinion this 
indulgence might be granted: his declaration had. 
a confiderable weight, the majority aflented to 
the propofal, and agreed to an addrefs, praying 
his majefty would reprieve fuch of the condemned 
Jords as fhould deferve his mercy. To this pe- 
tition, the king replied that, on this and all other 
occafions, he would do what he thought moft 
confiftent with the dignity of his crown and the 
fafety of his people. The earl of Nottingham, 
prefident of the council; his brother the earl of 
Aylefbury, chancellor of the duchy of Lancafter; 
his fon Jord Finch, orie of the lords of the trea- 
fury; his coufin lord Guernfey, matter of the 
jewel office, were all difmiffed from his ma- 
jelty’s fervice. 

Orders were difpatched for executing the earls 
Derwentwater and Nithfdale, and the vifcount 
of Kenmuir, immediately; the others were re- 
{pited tothe feventh of March, Nithfdale made 
his efcape in women’s app conveyed to him 
by his mother, -who had been permitted to vifit 
him on the twenty-fourth of February. Der- 
wentwater and Kenmuir were beheaded on 
Tower Hill*, .The latter died a member of 


been preferred in a more decent and becoming manner. 
The council refolved, that the fentence fhould be exe- 
cuted, and orders were given for that purpofe to the 
Jieutenant of the Tower, and the fheriffs of London and 
Middlefex. 

The countefs of Derwentwater, with her fifter, accom- 
anied by the ducheffles of Cleveland and Bolton, and 
everal other ladies of the firft diftinétion, was introduced 

by the dukes of Richmond and St, Alban’s, into the 
king’s bed-chamber, where the implored his majefty’s 
clemency for her unfortunate confort. The king was 
doubtlefs extremely affeGed with thefe applications; hut 
he perhaps imagined, that mercy to individuals, is often 
cruelty to the public. What anfwer the countefs re- 
ceived, was never publicly known; it fhould feem, how- 
ever, that it was not favourable. 

She afterwards repaired to the lobby of the houfe of 
vers, accompanied by the ladies of the other convidted 
ords, and above twenty others of the fame quality, and 

begged the interceffion of the houfe: but no attention 
was paid to the petition. On the following day, they 
went to Weftminfter, with a more numerous train than 
ever, and petitioned both houfes of parliament. The 
commons rejected the fuit, though only by a fmall ma- 
jority 

Frém the u per houfe they met with a better reception. 
‘The duke of Richmond delivered a petition from the earl 
of Derwentwater, to whom he was nearly related, de- 
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the church of England; the former, of the 
church of Rome; both of them adhered to their 
political principles. On the fifteenth of March, 
the earl of Winton was brought to his trial, and 
being found guilty received fentence of death. 
On the feventh of April, the commiffioners for 
trying the rebels met in the court of common- 
pleas, when bills of high-treafon were found 
againft Mr. Forfter, brigadier Mackintofh, and 
twenty of their confederates. Forfter efcaped 
from Newgate, and repaired to the continent in 
fafety: the reft pleaded not guilty, and were 
allowed three weeks to prepare for their trials. 
The judges appointed to try the rebels at Li- 
verpool, found a confiderable number guilty of 
high-treafon. Twenty-two were executed at 
Prefton, Wigan, and Manchefter: about a thou- 
fand prifoners fubmitted to the king’s mercy, 
and petitioned for tranfportation-+. The court 
proceeded in the trial of thofe that remained: a 
great number were found guilty, and four or 


ve were hanged, drawn, and quartered at 
Tyburn. 


Though the rebellion was extinguifhed, the 
{pirit of difaffeCtion ftill contihued to prevail. 
e Jacobites and violent Tories ftill harboured 


claring that he himfelf would oppofe his folicitation. The 
earl of Derby expreffed fome compaffion for the numerous 
family of lord Nairn. Petitions from the reft were pre- 
fented by other lords, aétuated by the fame or fimilar 
motives. 

* Derwentwater, though he feemed to be difcompofed 
as he afcended the fcaffold, foon roufed himfelf into firm- 
nefs. He read a paper to the fpzétators, profeffing his 
loyal attachment to James IIT. and his difinterefted in. 
clinations for the fervice of his country; expreffing his 
with, that his death might contribute to the “ re-eftablith- 
‘* ment of the ancient and fundamental conftitution;” 
and declaring, that, if the reigning prince had faved 
his life, he ‘“thould have thought hratelf obliged never 
“‘ more to have taken up arms againft him.” After the 
earl’s decapitation, Kenmuir was fubjeéted to the fame 
fate; and he, as well as his fellow-fufferer, repented of 
having pleaded guilty, as fuch an acknowledgment was 
not confiftent with their loyalty to James, 

t Pitts, the keepér of Newgate, being fufpeGed of 
having connived at Forfter’s efcape, was tried for his 
life at the Old Bailey and acquitted. Notwithftanding 
this profecution, which ought to have doubled the vigi- 
Ince of the governor of the prifon, brigadier Mack. 
intohh, and fon, Charles Wagan, James Talbot, and four 
other prifoners, efcaped from Newgate, after havin 
overcome the keeper and turnkey, and difarmed the 
centinel, 
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an implacable antipathy to the prefent govern- 
ment. Enraged at the difappointment of their 
late enterprize, they continued their exertions 
to inflame the jealoufies of the people ; and they 
flattered themfelves, that, at the approaching 
elestion they thould either be able to procure a 
mujority of their own party, or create fuch a 
ferment in the kingdom, as might form the bafis 
of a new infurrettion, and perhaps pave the 
way for a forcign invafion, But the fpeedy 
fuppreffion of the rebellion, as muft ever be 
the cafe in all free governments, increafed 
the influence of the crown. The Whig miniftry, 
no longer under any apprehenfions from the 
encroachments of arbitrary power, and willing 
utterly to crufh their political enemies, with- 
out forefeeing the ftab they were giving to 
libertv, framed a bill for repealing the triennial 
af (lately thought effential to their own party) 
end tor extending the duration of parliaments 
for the term of feven years. This bill, though 
warmly oppofed by the Tories (who now, in 
contradi@tion to their principles, took the po- 
pular fide of all queftions) and by many inde- 
pendent and wnprejudiced members of both 
houfes, was caried by a great majority: and 
the king by the uniform fupport of the Whigs, 
who in their love of power, forgot their re- 
publican maxims, found himfelf firmly feated 
on the Britifh throne. 

The public tranquillity being re-eftablifhed, 
the king refolved to vifit his German dominions ; 
but as he was reftricted from leaving the king- 
dom by the act for the farther limitatiqn of the 
crown, this claufe was repealed in a new bill, 
which paffed without oppofition. On the twenty- 
fixth of June, his majefly clofed the feflion with 
a f{peech to both houfis, in which he affured 
them, that he was highly fatished with the pro- 
cectirgs of the parliament: that he hoped the 
necc{lary laws they had promulgated, would 
anfwer the great and important ends, which it 


* Aboy the middle of June, general Macartney, who 
Lad lately returned to England, fubinitted to a trial for 
the pretended murder of the duke of Hamilton. Colo- 
nel Hamiltes, wie Lad formerly depofed, that he f@w 
the general give the duke the fatal wound, now evaded 
that declaration, and only averred, that he faw the ge- 
neral reach his {word over the duke’, thoulder. The 
falfity,. however, of this alleveration was {gficiently 


eS AE RE 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


was evident they had in view, thofe of defeatin 
the defigns and fubduing the fpirit of the dit 
affeCted, and encouraging the friends of the pre- 
fent eftablifhment and the Proteftant fucceflion ; 
from all which he thought he might reafonably 
flatter himfelf with the profpe&t of a quiet and 
fettled government: that he was confident his 
condu€t in punifhing the rebels had been fuch, 
as plainly evinced, that he rather defired to 
leffen their number by gentle means, than by 
the rigorous execution of juftice; but he was 
forry to find, that the many inftances of . mercy, 
which he had manifefted, had produced no other 
eficét, than to encourage the Jacobites to re- 
new their infults upon his authority :-and that, 
the better to provide for the fecurity of the laws 
and liberties of their country, he had conftituted 
his beloved fon, the prince of ‘Wales, guardian 
of the realm during his abfence. Such were the 
proceedings of the firlt feffion of this parliament, 
which, by its vigorous and refolute meafures, 
had fruftrated all the hopes of the pretender and 
his adherents. ° 
It was not, however, without fufficient caufe, 
that the king complained of the infolent beha- 
viour of the difaffeéted party. On the tenth of 
June, the anniverfary of the pretender’s birth- 
day, they diftinguifhed themfelves by wearing 
white rofes, The Oxonians could not omit fo 
favograble an opportunity of difplaying their 
principles. They broke all the windows which 
were illuminated in that city on the king’s birth- 
day, as well as thofe which were not illuminated 
on thé anniverfary of the reftoration. They had 
even the infolence to attack fome officers of the 
army, who were peaceably celebrating the king’s 
birth day ; and becaufe they met with a deferred 
epulfe, they drew up a remonftrance, which 
they prefented to parliament * 
The titles of the duke of York and Albany, 
were conferred on the king’s brother, prince 


Emeft, bifhop of Ofuaburg. The carl of Port- 


evinced by the teftimony of two paik-keepers, who 
{wore, that they took up the fwords, when the general 
and colonel] ran to the affiftance of the duke and lord 
Mohun ; and that neither of thofe weapons were ever re- 
turned to either of the parties, The general was there- 
fore acquitted of the murder; and was, {oon after, re- 
ftored to his rank in the army, and evengratifed with the 
command of a regiment, 

land 
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Jand was creared nvarquis of Tichfield and duke 
of Portland; and the duke of Devonthire con- 
ftituted prefident of the council. Thefe pro- 
motions were attended with unexpe€ted difgrace 
toothers, The duke of Argyle, and his brother, 
the earl of Ilay, were deprived of all their em- 
ployments. The removal of thefe noblemen, 
occafioned much furprize, as they had always 
been ftrenuous advocates for the Proteflant fuc- 
ceffion, had been attive in extinguifhing the re- 
bellion in Scotland, and were firmly attached to 
the prefent government, ‘They were not only 
difmiffed from the fervice; but, to fignify that 
there were no hopes of their reftoration, their 

laces were difpofed of; general Carpenter be- 
ing appointed commander in chief of the forces 
in Scotland, and governor of Minorca; and 
the duke of Montrofe lord regifter of Scotland, 
in the room of the earl of Ilay. 

On the feventh of July, the king embarking 
at Gravefend, landed on the ninth in Holland, 
through which he paffed incognito to Hanover; 
and thence proceeded to Pyrmont, to drink the 
waters for the prefervation of his health, His 
chief aim in vifiting the continent, was to fe 
cure his German dominions from the king of 
Sweden, and Great Britain from the defigns of 
the pretender. Charles was highly enraged at 
his Britannic majefty for having Joined in the 
confederacy, which deprived him of Bremen 
and Verden; and for having afterwards pur- 
chafed thefe duchies of the king of Denmark. 
The pretender, feizing this opportunity, pre- 
vailed upon the Swede to efpoufe his intereft, 
and even to form a regular defign for effecting 
his advancement to the throne af Great Britain. 

To guard againft fuch an attempt, his majefty 
refolved to contraét alliances with foreign po- 
tentates. He knew the duke of Orleans che- 
rifhed the ambition of afcending the throne of 
France, if the young king, who was a feeble 
and infirm youth, fhould die without iffue. He 
was fenfible, at the fame time, that Philip of 
Spain would powerfully conteft that fucceffion, 
notwithftanding his renunciation; and he fup- 
pofed the regent would be glad of an oppor- 
tunity to ftrengthen his intereft with the maritime 
powers of England and Holland. 

He accordingly intimated this bufinefs to the 

* A.D. 1717, 
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duke, and found him eager to enpage in fuch 
an aflociation. The treaty was = painted by 
ie Cadogan for England, the abbé de Bois 

r France, and the penfionary Henfius for the 
States General. The regent readily affented to 
all their demands, 

This treaty was no fooner known in France 
than it excited great commotions amone the 
people, who declared, that the regent had fa» 
crificed to his own ambitious views, the honour 
and intereft of the nation. In England alfo, the 
Tories exclaimed againft this alliance. They 
alledged, that the fucceffion was fufficiently fe- 
cured ’by the treaty of Utrecht; nor was there 
occafion for fo many foreign troops, which, on 
pretence of an invafion, might be introduced 
for very different purpofes. 

His majefty was not fo fuccefsful in his endea- 
vours to appeafe the king of Sweden, who re- 
fufed to hearken to any propofals, till Bremen 
and Verden fhould be reftored, Thefe the king 
of England refolved to poffefs as a fair purchafes 
and he adopted fuch meafures as might effectu- 
ally enable him to preferve the poffeifion of his 
new acquilitions. 

In the mean time, the rupture between Swe: 
den and Hanover was extremely prejudicial to 
the trade of England, and had nearly expofed ' 
that kingdom to another invafion, much more 
formidable than that which had fo lately been 
defeated. The Swedifh minifters at London, 
Paris, and the Hague, maintained a corre- 
{pondence with the Facsbites of Great Britain. 
A fcheme was projefted for Charles’s landing 
on this ifland with a body of twelve thoufand 
men, where he was to be joined by the malcon- 
tents of the united kingdom. The Swede ap- 
proved of the proje&t, which flattered his vanity 
and revenge: nor was it difagreeable to the 
Czar of Mufcovy, who was provoked at 
George’s propofal to join Charles againft the 
Ruflians, provided he would f€fiounce all pre- 
tenfions to the duchies of Bremen and Verden, 

His majefty having received intimation of 
thefe intrigues, returned to England about the 
latter end of January*; and ordered colonel 
Blakeney, with a detachment of foot-guards, 
to féeure count Gyllenburg, the Swedith am- 
baffador, with all his papers. Atthe fame time, 

; fir 
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fir Jacob Banks, formerly member for Mine- 
heed, and Charles Cefar, late treafurer of the 
nayv, were taken into cuftody. 

The other foreign minifters, alarmed at the 
feizure of the Swedifh envoy, complained to 
the miniftry of this outrage committed againft 
the law of nations, The two fecretaries, Me- 
thuen and’ Stanhope, wrote circular letters to 
them, importing that, in a fhort time, they fhould 
be informed of the reafons of this extraordinary 
proceeding. 

About the fame time, baron Gortz, the 
Swedith refidentiary in Holland, was feized with 
his papers at Armheim, at the requeft of king 
George, fignified to the ftates general by Mr. 
Leathes, his minifter at the Hague. 

When the parliament of Great Britain met 
on the twentieth of February, the king, in a 
‘ies to both houfes, informed them, that he 

attered himfelf the fuccefs, which it bad pleafed 
God to give him, in defeating the late rebellion, 
woud have effe€tually fecured the tranquillity of 


the kingdom: that during the recefs of parlia- , 


ment, he bad pot been wanting in his endea- 
vours to sales the happy profpeét, by enter- 
ing into fuch alliances, as he thought moft con- 
ducive to that defirable end: that it feemed rea- 
fonable to expe@, that fuch a fituation of affairs 
at home and abroad would have recovered from 
their delufion fuch of his fubje€ts, as had un- 
happily been feduced by the delufion of defpe- 
rate men, and confequently have afforded him 
the opportunity, which he fo eareftly de- 
fired of following the natural bias of his own 
inclinations to lenity, by opening the feffion 
with an act of grace; but fuch was the ob- 
flinate and inveterate rancour of the Jacobite 
faftion, that thcy had again endeavoured to 
animate foreign powers to difturb the peace of 
their native country; they would choofe rather 


* From the letters of the Swedith minifters it appear- 


ed, that a dcfign was formed for dethroning king George, - 


and way conduGed in fuch a manner, as could hardly 
fail of fuccef.. Seditious papers were difperfed to fo 
ment and incresfe the difcoutents of the people: the 
prefent tranquillity, cnjoyed in Britain, was to be uled 
asa pretence tor obtaming a redu@ion of the nationcl 
troops, and the difnaffion of the foreign forces: ‘hips, 
hired m different p rts, were to be affembled at Gotten- 
burgh by the end of March, when the eaftern winds ufu 
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to make Britain a fcene of blood and con- 
fufion, than relinquifh their darling defign of 
impofing ‘a Popifh pretender on the nation; 
that he had given orders for laying before them 
copies of the letters, which had paffed between 
the Swedifli minifters on that fubjeét, and which 
contained a full account of the projeCted inva. 
fion*. 

Loyal addreffes were prefented to his majetty 
by the two houfes of parliament, the convoca- 
tion, the diffenting minifters, and the univerfity 
of Cambridge. That from the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, among other expreflions of loyalty, ac- 
knowledged the king to be their only rightful and 
lawful fovereign. But the Oxonians feemed to 
be of a different opinion. 

From a variety of circumftances it now evi- 
dently appeared, that the miniftry was divided 
within itfelf. Lord Townfend had been de- 

rived of the office of fecretary of ftate, by the 
intrigues of the earl of Sunderland ; and he was 
now difmiffed from the office of lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, which he had obtained upon his 
removal from the former. Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole refigned his fituation of firft commiflioner 
of the treafury, and chancellor of the exchequer; 
and his example was followed by Mr. Methuen, 
fecretary of ftate, and Mr. Pulteney, fecretary 
at war. 

When the affair of the fupply was confidered 
in the houfe of commons, Mr. Stanhope moved, 
the fum of two hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds fhould be granted to his majefty for 
enabling him to make good {uch engagements as 
he might think proper to contract. Mr. Pulte- 
ney obferved, that, if he had not yet faid any 
thing upon this fubje&t, it was becaufe he 
thought it inconfiftent with decency to oppofe a 
motion which came from the court, while he 
had the honour to be his majefty’s immediate 


ally blow: on beard of thefe a body of eight thoufand 

ifh foot and four thoufand horfe were to be em- 
barked with artillery, arms, and ammunition for fifteen 
thoufand more: money was advanced by the Jacobites 
in Britain for defrayit the expence of this armament: 
and the whole party held themfelves in readinefs to rife 
on the’ firft notice. All thefe preparations, however, 
dep rendered ufelcls by the timely difcovery of 


fervant; 
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fervant; but that having refigned his place, he 
might now aét with the freedom becoming an 
Englifhman; that he difapproved of the manner 
of granting the fupply, as unparliamentary and 
unprecedented: that he could not poflibly per- 
fuade himfelf, that any Englifhman advifed his 
majefty to fend fuch a meflage; yet he doubted 
not, but the refolution of a Britith parliament 
would make a German miniftry tremble. He 
was feconded by lord Finch, who alledged, 
that the meafures, which were now purfued, 
would engage the nation in a quarrel with the 
Czar of Mufcovy. 

Mr. Stanhope delivered a fpeech, in which he 
vindicated the king and his minifters, both with 
regard to the Czar and the king of Sweden; 
and what he advanced upon the fubje&t, was 
deemed fatisfa€tory by moft of the members: 
but Mr. Smith thought proper to fay fomething 
in reply. He obferved, that as he did not pre- 
tend to be thoroughly acquainted with the fo- 
reign concerns of the nation, he would not un- 
dertake to refute the allegations of the fecretary ; 
but that if an eftimate of the condu€t of the 
miniftry in relation to affairs abroad, was to be 
made by a comparifon of their condué at home, 
they would not appear fo entirely faultlefs as 
they were reprefented*. 

Thefe objeCtions were anfwered by Mr. Ba- 
rington Shute, who, among other things, ob- 
ferved, that his majefty, indeed, was received 
with the univerfal applaufe of all his fubjeéts; 
but that it was evident, from the fucceeding 
events, that the joy, expreffed by fome of them, 
was by no means fincere: that the rebellion, 
which afterwards arofe, was not occafioned by 
the ill conduct of the miniftry, but the invete- 
rate prejudices of thofe, who, rather than not 
impofe a Popifh pretender on the nation, would 
willingly have facrificed the liberties, civil and re- 


* «© Was it nota miftake,” added he, “ not to pre- 
ferve the peace at home, after the king had afcended 
the throne’ with the univerfal applaufe and joytul accla- 
mations-of all his fubjeGs? Was it not a miftake, upon 
the breaking out of the. rebellion, not to iflue a pio- 
clamation, to offer pardon to fuch as fhould return 
home peaceably, according to the cuftom on former oc- 
cafions of the fame nature? Was it not a miflake, after 
the fuppreffion of the rebellion, and the trial and exe- 
cution of the principal authors of it, to keep up ani- 
mofitics and drive people to defpair, by not paifing 
an aét of indemnity, by keeping fo many perfons in 
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ligious, of their country: and that he was fur- 
prized to fee a gentleman, who condemned that 
rebellion as much as any member of the houfe, 
endeavour to vindicate the rebels by throwing 
the blame upon thofe who were innocent; that his 
majefty, it was acknowledged, immediately after 
his acceffion, had made feveral changes in the mi- 
niftry; but, in all thefe he had followed the dic- 
tates of prudence, gratitude, and juftice. 

Almoft a total revolution now took place in 
the miniftry: the earl of Sunderland and Mr. 
Addifon were appointed fecretaries of ftate; 
Mr. Stanhope became firft commiftioner of the 
treafury, and chancellor of the exchequer; Mr. 
Craggs was declared fecretary at war; the earl 
of Berkeley was conftituted firft commiffioner of 
the admiralty, as fucceffor to the earl of Orford, 
who refigned: the duke of Bolton obtained the 
government of Ireland; and was fucceeded as 
lord-chamberlain by the duke of Newcaftle. 
The duke of Devonfhire refigned his fituation 
as prefident of the council. 

On the fixth of May, the king repaired to 
the houfe of peers, and informed the parliament 
in a fhort fpeech, that the fleet under fir George 
Byng, which had failed to the Baltic to obferve 
the motions of the Swedes, was fafely arrived 
in the Sound; an event, which, he hoped, 
would effeftually fecure the kingdom againft 
any immediate danger of an invafion: that this 
likewife afforded him an opportunity of making 
a confiderable redu€tion in his land forces: that, 
for thefe reafons, he had given orders for the 
fpeedy difmiftion of ten thoufand men; that he 
had alfo given dire€tions to prepare an aét 
of grace: that he hoped they would take pro- 
per meafures for reducing the public debt, with 
a juft regard to parliamentary credit; and pro- 
ceed to finifh the public bufinefs with all poflible 
difpatch and unanimity. 


“ fevere and tedious confinement; and by granting free- 
*‘ doms to fome, without leaving them any means te 
** fubfift? Is it not a miftake, not to truft toa vote of 
‘parliament for making good fuch engagements as his 
“ majefty fhall think proper to enter into; and, inftead 
“* of that, to infift on the granting this fupply in fuch an 
“ extraordinary manner? Js it not a miftake, to take 
“ this opportunity to create divifions, and render fome 
** of the hing’s beft friends fufpe@ed and obnoxious? Is 
€ it not a miltake, in thort, to form parties, and cabals, 
** in order to bring ina bill to repeal the at againit oc- 
¢ ¢afional conformity ?” 
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Some fleps bad already been taken towards a 
reduétion of the national debt, which was com- 
prehended under the two heads of redeemable 
and itredeemable incumbrances. Mr. Robert 
Walpole, when at the head of the treafury, had 
projefted a f{cheme for reducing the intereft 
and paying the capital of thefe national debts. 

His plan was approved; but, when he re- 
figned his places, the new minifters thought 
proper to make fome alterations- in it, with 
which he was by no means fatisfied. In the 
courfe of the debate on this fubje&t, fome in- 
temperate altercation pafled between him and 
Mr. Stanhope, from which it appeared, that 
they had made a practice of felling places, and 
eyen of reverfions. 

Mr. Hungerford ftanding up, declared, he 
was forry to fee two fuch eminent charaCers 
adopt fuch illideral inve€tives on each other; 
that, however, they ought ftill to be confidered 
as patriots; and fince they had, by accident, 
expofed their nakednefs, the other members 
ought to adopt the Eaftern cuftom, and hide 
it by turning their backs upon them. Mr. 
Bofcawen moved, that the houfe fhould enjoin 
them to agree, that no farther notice fhould be 
taken of what had paffed. He was feconded 
bv Mr. Methuen; the houfe approved of the 
moticn; and the fpeaker took their parole of 
honour, that they thould not profecute their re- 
fentment. 

The earl of Oxfcrd had now been confined 
aimuft two years in the Tower, and fuppofing 
the fciiion would terminate, without taking his 
cafe into confideration, he prefented a petition 
to the houfe of lords, praying that his impri- 
fonment might not be indefinite. Some of the 
Tory lords affirmed, that the impeachment was 
determined by the prarogation of parliament; 
which fuperfeded the whole proceeding; but 
the contrary was voted by a great majority. The 
thirteenth of June was fixed for the trial; and 
the houfe of commons made acquainted with 


* Ac the time appointed, the peers repaired to the 
court in Welininfter Hall, where the chancellor, Jord 
Cooper, prefided as Jord high-fieward. The commons 
were prefent asa committee of the whole houfe; the 
hing, the refi of the royal family, and thé foreign mi- 
nifters allifted at the folemnity: the carl of Oxford was 
contu@ed from the Tawer, precedes by the gentleman- 
jailur, whe carried the axe, and Roud with it at the bas 
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this refolution. The commons appointed a 
committee to enquire into the flate of the earl’s 
impeachment; and, in confequence of their re- 
port, fent a meflage to the lords, demanding 
longer time to prepare for the trial. Accord. 
ingly the day was procraftinated to the twenty, 
fourth of June; and the commons appointed a 
committee, with four other members, to be the 
managers for making good the articles of im- 
peachment*. 

- The articles of impeachment being read, with 
the earl’s anfwer, and the replication of the 
commons, Mr. Hampden made an introdu€tory 
fpeech. Sir Jofeph Jekyll then ftood up to 
upport the firft article of the charge, when lord 
Harcourt fignified to their lordfhips, that he 
had a motion to make, and they accordingly 
adjourned to their own houfe. 

There he reprefented, that much time would 
be unneceffarily confumed in going through all 
the articles of the impeachment: that, if the 
commons could eftablith the two articles for high 
treafon, the earl of Oxford would forfeit both 
life and eftate, and the whole bufinefs would 
terminate: but to proceed in the method pro- 
pofed by the commons, would extend the trial 
toan immoderate iength: and, that it would 
be a degree of cruelty upon a pcer, who had 
already fuffered fo long a confinement, to appear 
every dav at their bar, like a traitor, and be, at 
laft, found guilty only of high crimes and mifde- 
meanors. He therefore moved, that the com- 
mons might not be admitted to proceed, till 
judgment fhould be firft given upon the articles 
for high treafon. 

He was fupported by the dukes of Bucking- 
ham and Argyle, the earls of Anglefey, Not- 
tingham, and Ilay, the lords North and Grey, 
and ‘Fownfend, the bifhop of Rochefter, and 
feveral others; and, though oppofed by the earl 
of Sunderland, the lords Parker, Coningfby and 
Cadogan, the motion was carried in the affir- 
mative. 


on the left hand of the prifoner, with the edge turned 
from bim. 

+ This peer was agcufed, during the feflion of havang 
embezzled fome of the public money gramed for mili- 
tary fervices; and Pulteney and Walpue exerted them- 
felves againft him; but the huufe, by a majusity of tem 
voices, put a period to ihe enquiry. 


he 
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. This refolution being intimated to the com- : 


mons, they delivered a paper, importing, that 
they conceived it to be their unqueftionable 
right to impeach a peer, either for high treafon, 
or for high crimes and mifdemearfors; or, fhould 
they fee occafion, to mix both in the fame accu- 
fation: that the impeachment againft the earl of 
Oxford, was one continued accufation, confift- 
ing of high crimes and mifdemeanors: that the 
fatts on which the articles preceding thofe of 
high treafon were grounded, were ftated in the 
order of time, and followed each other fuccef- 
fively, in the fame manner in which they were 
committed: that, as the commons thought this 
the moft natural method of exhibiting the feve- 
ral articles againft the earl, they were of opinion, 
that they ought to proceed in the proof of thefe 
articles in the fame manner. To this remon- 
ftrance, the lords returned an anfwer, implying, 
that they deemed it to be a right inherent in 
every court of juftice, to order and direét fuch 
methods of proceeding, as it fhould think moft 
proper to be obferved in all caufes that fell 
under its cognizance: that the power of judi- 
cature in all impeachments, was aright, which 
inconteftably belonged to their lordfhips, nor 
was it determined, by any pofitive rule, in what 
manner the houfe of commons ought to proceed 
in fuch accufations. The lords further obferved, 
that there was no precedent where the commons, 
in the profecution of any impeachment, at- 
tempted, in the firft place, to make good the ar- 
ticles for high crimes and mifdemeanors, and af- 
terwards thofe for high treafon: that the cir- 
cumftances attending a peer, who was impeach- 
ed of high treafon, were fo very different from, 
and fo much more ignominious than thofe which, 
accompanied one who was only charged with 
high crimes and mifdemeanors, that it would be 
equally cruel and unjuft to fubjeét a nobleman 


* Oxfurd was indebted for his fatety to the difpnte be- 
tween the two houfes, and the late change in the admi- 
niftration; without which he would neve: have number- 
ed among his friends, as he did on this occation, the 
dukes of Desonthire and Argyle, the earls of Notting- 
hem and Ilay, and lord Townfend. The comms were 
enrazed at the efcape of thi, nobleman, whom they ac- 
tually believed to te guilty of having betrayed the in- 
tereit ot his country; and they, at firlt, propofed to 
procced againft him by way of attainder; but a motion, 
which was made for that purpofe, was carried in the ne- 
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to the former indignities, when his profecutors 
were confcious that he could only be found 
guilty of the latter crime: and that, for all thefe 
reafons, the lords were determined to adhere to 
the refolution which they had fignified to the 
commons. 

The lower honfe demanded a free conference, 
which was refufed by the upper. The difpute 
gtew more obftinate. ‘The lords fent a meffage 
to the commons, importing, that they intended 
fpeedily to proceed to the trial of the earl of 
Oxford. The commons paid no regard to this 
intimation, but adjourned to the third of July. 
The lords, repairing to Weftminfter Hall, took 
their places, ordered the earl to be brought to 
the bar, and made proclamation for his ac- 
cufers to appear. Having waited a quarter of 
an hour, they adjourned to their own houfe, 
where, after fome debate, the earl was acquitted, 
upon a divifion: then, returning to the hall, they 
voted, that he fhould be fet at liberty *. 

On the fifteenth of July, the earl of Sunder- 
land delivered, in the houfe of peers, the ad 
of grace, which paffed through both houfes 
without difficulty. From this indemnity were 
excepted, the earl of Oxford, Mr. Prior, Mr. 
Thomas Harley, Mr. Arthur Moore, Crifp, 
Nodes, Obryan, Redmayne the printer, and 
Thomfon, the affaffinators in Newgate confined 
fince the reign of king William, and the clap 
of Mac-gregory in Scotland. By virtue of this 
act, the earl of Carnwath, and the lords Wid- 
drington and Nairn were immediately dif- 
charged; but lord Duffus was continued in pri- 
fon, with an allowance of three pounds per 
week. All the gentlemen under fentence of 
death in Newgate were difmiffed, as were thofe 
who were detained, on account of the rebellion, 
in the Fleet, the Marfhalfea, and other prifons 
of the kingdom f. 


On 


gative. Yet, in oider to exprefs their difapprobation of 
his conduct, they prefented an addrefs to the hing, de- 
firmg he might be excepted out of the intended aét of 
grace. The hing promiled to cumply with their 1:equeit, 
and, in the mean time, forbade the earl to appear at 
conrt. : 

+ The principal objeé, which enguged the attention 
of the convucation, way an enquiry into tyyg performa es 
of Dr. Hoadly, bifhop of Bangor. One was entu'led, 
A Prefervative againft the Principles an | Piactices of 
*‘ the Non-jurors: the other was a fermon preachad 

before 
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On the third of November, the princefs of 
Vales was delivered of a prince, who was 
baptized on the twenty-eighth of the fame 
Month, and died in a fhort time after. This 
baptifm was unhappily produétive of a dif- 
erence between the king and the prince of 
Wales. The cuftom, it appears on fuch an 
occafion, was, that, when the royal infant was 
a male, and the king was fponfor, the place of 
fecond god-father was fupplied by one of the 
principal lords of the court, generally the lord- 
chamberlain. The prince, who was ignorant 
of this cuftom, intended that his uncle, the duke 


of York and bifhop of Ofnaburg, fhould un- | 
he king, who 


dertake the office of fponfor. 
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he had reduced the army to about one half fince 
the beginning of laft feflion. 

Addreffes of thanks having been prefented 
by both houfes, the commons took into confi- 
deration the eftimates and accounts, in order to 
fettle the eftablithment of the army, navy, and 
ordnance. Ten thoufand men were voted for 
the fea fervice; and the fum of two hundred 
and twenty-four thoufand cight hundred and 
fifty-feven pounds fourteen fhillings and eleven 
pence, was granted for defraying the expences 
of the navy. 

When the fupply for the army fell under de- 
liberation, a warm debate enfued refpefting the 
number of troops that ought to be maintained, 


had taken care to obtain information refpefting | Sir William Wyndham, Mr. Shippen, and Mr, 
this bufinefs, appointed the duke of Newcaftle, | Walpole, endeavoured to prove that twelve 


then Jord-chamberlain, to ftand, not as repre- | 
fenting the duke of York, but in his own pro- | 


per name and perfon. The prince, not know- 
ing that the duke a€ted in obedience to his ma- 
jettv’s command, was highly enraged at his 
gtace’s behaviour, and after the ceremony, ex- 
prefled his refentment in very intemperate 
terms*. 

The parliament meeting on the twenty-firlt of 
November, the king in his fpeech te both 
houfes, obferved, among other particulars, that 


before the hing, under the title of, “© The Nature of the 
* Kingdom of Chrift.” An anfwer to this difcourfe was 
publithed by Dr. Snape, mafier of Eaton college, and the 
convocation appomted a committee to examine the 
bifhop’s two performances. The committee drew up a 
reprefemation, in which the Prefervative and the Sermon 
were cenfured, as tending to fubvert all government in 
Chritt’s church; to reduce bis kingdom to a ftate of anar- 
chy and cc ntufion; and to impeach the royal fupremacy 
in caufes ecclefiafical, and the authority of the legifla- 
ture to enforce obe sence in matters of religion, by civil 
fanctions. To this reprefentation the bifhop publifhed an 
aniwer, in which he reprefenfed, that, if his dodrine 
was deried, cerlain other propofitions muft be admitted ; 
and thefe were fu abfurd and contradi@ory, as to a 
his autagorifts in the moft ridiculous point of view. The 
governuert tlught proper to interrupt the conteft by « 
prorogation; which, however, inflamed the controverfy. 
A great number of pens were drawn againft the bifhop; 
but his principal opprnents were Dr. Snape and Dr. Sher- 
lock, whom the king removed from the office of his 
chaplains: and the ry has not been permitted 
to fit and do burnefs fince that time. Cs, Hift. 

About this time an incident occurred, which greatly 
engaged the Sttcntion of the Englith. The pretender, 
avho refided at Urbinc, having received intelligence from 


thoufand men were fully fufficient. They were 
anfwered by Mr. Craggs, fecretarv at war, and 
fir David Dalrymple, who affirmed, that fixteen 
thoufand were abfolutely neceflary. 

Mr. Shippen in the courfe of the debate ob- 
ferved, that one paragraph of the king’s fpeech 


| feemed rather to be calculated for the meridian 


of Germany than of Great Britain; and that it 
was a great misfortune that the king was a 
ftranger to our language and conttitution. This 
indecorous expreflion was highly refented by 


Paris, that a plan was formed againft his life, Pope Cle. 
ment the Eleventh, gave dircétions, that all foreigners 
in that neighbourhood, efpecially Englih, flould be 
ftriGtly examined, and fuch as were fufpected com- 
mitted to cuftedy. The earl of Peterborough arrivin 
at Bologna with a few armed followers, was {cized, wit 
all his papers. Being interrogated, he faid, he came te 

afs fome time in Italy for the benefit of the air, and that 
fis followers were armed for his defence. He was un- 
der confinement for a whole month in fort Urbinv, and 
his attendants were fent to prifen. Nothing rears to 
juftify the fufpicion, he was fet at liberty with a profufion 
of civilities. 

* The king, thinking it neceflary to check fuch an un- 
feafonable guft of rage, ordered the prince to confine 
himfelf within his own apartments; and afterwards fig- 
nified his picafure that he fhould quit the palace of S¢. 
James's. He retired with the princefs to a houfe belong- 
ing to the earl of Grantham; but the children were de- 
tained al dl para Notice was given to all peers and 
peereffes, and all privy counfcllors and their wives, that 
if they vifited the prince and princefs, they frould for- 
bear coming into his majefty’« prefence; and ell who cn- 


joyed and places under both king and prince, were 
he one quit the fervice of one or sth, at their option, 


feveral 
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feveral members, particularly by Mr. Lechmere, 
who urged, that it was a fcandalous invective 
againit the king’s perfon and government; and 
moved that the member who adopted it, fhould 
be fent to the Tower. Mr. Walpole obferved, 
that if the words in queftion were really uttered 
by the perfon to whom they were imputed, the 
Tower was too lenient a punifhment for his 
rafhnefs; but as his meaning might have been 
mifunderftood in the heat of debate, he thought 
he fhould be indulged with the liberty of ex- 
plaining himfelf. Mr. Shippen, refufing to re- 
tract or apologize for what he had advanced, 
was voted to the Tower by a great majority. 
The number of Jand forces was fixed at fixteen 
thoufand three hundred and forty-feven effective 
men; and for the maintenance of thefe, the fum 
of fix hundred and fifty thoufand pounds was 
allotted *. 

The principal affair, which came before the 
parliament during this feffion, was the bill for 
regulating the land forces, and punifhing mutiny 
and defertion. After a violent debate, it was 
carried by a confiderable majority. 

In the upper houfe, however, a much ftronger 
debate enfued; but, at Jaft, the queftion being 
propofed, it was carried in the affirmative; 
though a confiderable number of lords entered 
their proteft. 

A bill was then introduced for vefting in 
truftees the forfeited eftates in Great Britain and 
Ireland, to be fold for the benefit of the public}; 
for affording relief to legal creditors, by deter- 
mining the claims; and for the more effectual 
bringing into the refpe€tive exchequers, the rents 
and protits of the eftates till they were difpofed 
of. The time of claiming was procraftinated: 


* About this time one James Shepherd, a youth of 
eighicen, apprentice to a coach-maker, and an enthufiaft 
in Jacobitifm, fent a letler to one Mr, Leathes a non- 
juring clergyman, propoting a fcheme for afiaffinating 
the king. He was immediately apprehended and brought 
to his trial, Ele faid he had imbibed thete principles at 
the fchool of Salifbury, and had been confirmed in them 
es the writings of feveral of the non-juring clergy. 

e confeffed the defign of which’ he was accufed, de- 


clared he had harboured it for upwards of three years, | 


nor did he think there was any fin in carrying it into ex- 
ecution. He was therefore condemned upon his own 
contuffion, and executed at Ty burn, 

This was likewife the fate of the marquis di Palcotti, 
am) Italian nobleman, brother to the duchefs of Shrewibury. 
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the fum of twenty thoufand pounds was referved 
out of the fale of the eftates in Scotland, for 


| ereéting fchools: and eight thoufand pounds for 


building barracks in that kingdom. 

About this time fome changes were made in 
the miniftry, Lord chancellor Cowper, who 
had been elevated to the dignity of an earl, re- 
figned the great feal, which was for fome time 
held by commiffion; but afterwards given to 
lord Parker, as lord high-chancellor. The earl 
of Sunderland was appointed prefident of the 
council, and firft commiflioner of the treafury. 
‘Lhe earl of Holdernefs was nominated to prefide 
at the board of trade. Lord Stanhope and Mr. 
Craggs were appointed fecretaries of ftate; and 
the lords Stanhope and Cadogan were afterwards 
created earls. 

The conduét of the Spanifh monarch now 
attracted the attention of all Europe. Notwith- 
ftanding the promife he had made to fufpend his 
military operations, and refer the difputes, be- 
tween him and the emperor, to the arbitration 
of England and Holland, he imperioufly re~ 
je&ted the propofals of thefe potentates, and {till 
continued his warlike preparations. By the care 
and diligence of his prime minifter, cardinal 
Albcroni, he equipped a very formidable ar- 
mament, which, in the beginning of June, failed 
from Barcelona, towaids Italy; but the defti- 
nation of it was not known. 

A confiderable fquadron having been fitted 
out in England, the marquis de Monteleone, 
ambaffador from Spain, reprefented, in a me- 
morial to the Britith miniftry, that fo powerful 
an armament, in time of peace, could not fail 
of giving offence to the kit g his mafter, and di- 
minifhing the friendthip which fubfificd between 


He had, in a tranfport of paffion, killed his own fervant; 
and feemed indeed in a flate of infanity. Alter fentence 
of death had been patled upon him, firong applications 
wcre made to the hing for a pardon, as well by his 
fifter the duchefs, as by many other perfons of the fit 
diftinétion: but the common peuple became fo clamorous 
for juftice, that it was thought dangerous ta refcue bim 
from the per alties of tle law, which he acccrdingly fut- 
fered in the moft ignuminious :nanner, 

+ About eighty thoufand pounds conftityted the an- 
pual value of the forfeited real eftates. The perfonal 
property, of winch an account was taken, was Compa 
ratively incorfiderable, trom the endeavours of te 
friends of the iebels to prevent a full difcovery of ik 
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the two crowns, The king replied, that he 
had no intention to conceal the defign of that 
armament; and that he propofed to fend ad- 
miral Byng with a powerful {quadron into 
the Mediterranean, to maintain the neutrality 
of Italy, againft all who fhould endeavour 
to difturb it. In the mean time, the negocia- 
tions of the Englith and French minifters pro- 
duced the quadruple alliance between Great 
Britain, France, the emperor, and the States 
General. 

This alliance, by which George and the duke 
of Orleans expeéted to preferve the tranquillity 
of Europe; proved, contrary to thofe expec- 
tations, the fource of infinite difputes between 
England and Spain. The States General did 
not approve of fuch violent meafures, and, on 
various pretences, withheld their confent; but 
at length they acceded to the treaty, which the 
mediators determined fpeedily to render effeétual., 

The king of England having, in vain, endea- 
voured, bv entreaties and perfuafions, to induce 
the king of Spain to agree to the terms, refolved, 
at laft, to enforce the remonftrance by more 
powertul arguments. Sir George Byng failed 
from Spithead, on the fourth of June, with 
twenty fhips of the line, two fire fhips, two 
bomb veffels, and ample inftru€tions for afting 
on all emergencies. He arrived at Cape St. 
Vincent on the thirtieth of the month, when he 
cifpatched his fecretarv, Mr. Allix, to Cadiz, 
with a letter to colonel Stanhope, the Britith 
minitter at Madrid, defiring him to acquaint 
his moft Catholic majefty with the admiral’s ar- 
rival in thefe parts, and lay before him the fol- 
lowing articles of his inftru€tions 

“ As-a fufpenfion of armsis abfolutely ne- 
“* ceffary for opering conferences and conduét- 
“ing the negociations, you are to make in- 
ftances with both parties to ceafe from ufing 
any further acts of hoftility: but, if the 
Spar:iards ftill infift, with their fhips of war 
and furccs, to attack the kingdom of Naples, 
or the other territories of the emperor in Italy, 
or to land in any part of Italy, which can 
only be with a defign to invade the emperor's 
dominions, againft whom they have declared 
war by aeaine Sardinia; or, if they fhould 
endeavour to make themfelves mafters of the 
“ kingdom of Sicily, which mutt be with an in- 
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“ tention to invade the kingdom of Naples; in 
“ fuch a cafe, you are, with all your power, to 
“ hinder and obftruét the fame. If it thould fo 
“ happen, that, at your arrival, with the fleet 
“ under your command, in the Mediterranean, 
* the Spaniards fhould already have landed any 
“ troops in Italy, in order to invade the em- 
“© peror’s territories, you fhall endeavour ami- 
“ cably to diffuade them from perfevering in 
“ fuch an attempt, and offer them your affiftance 
‘© to help them to withdraw their troops, and 
* put an end to all farther aéts of hoftility. But, 
«in cafe thefe your friendly endeavours fhould 
“ prove ineffeétual, you fhall, by keeping com- 
“* pany with, or intercepting their fhips or con- 
* voy, or, if it be neceflary, by openly oppofing 
“ them, defend the emperor’s territories from 
“ any further attempt.” 

When cardinal Alberoni purfued thefe in- 
ftru€tions, he informed colonel Stanhope, with 
fome warmth, that his mafter would run all 
hazards, and even fuffer himfelf to be driven 
out of Spain, rather than recal his troops, or 
confent to a fufpenfion of arms. He faid, the 
Spaniards were not to be intimidated; and he 
was fo well convinced, that the fleet would do 
their duty, that, in cafe of their being attacked, 
he fhould not doubt of their fuccefs. Mr. Stan- 
hope having fhewn him a hft of the Britifh fqua- 
dron, and defired him to compare its ftrength 
with that of their own fleet, he threw it on the 
ground with great emotion. 

The colone], with much temper, entreated 
him to confider the fincere regard, which the 
king his mafter had always manifefted for the 
honour and intereft of his Catholic majefty, of 
which it was impoffible to give ftronger proofs 
than he had done by his unwearied endeavours, 
through the whole courfe of the prefent nego- 
ciation, to procure for Spain the moft advan- 
tageous conditions; and that in thefe endea- 
vours he had fucceeded beyond the expec- 
tation of any reafonable, unprejudiced perfon. 
He therefore hoped, that his Catholic majefty 
would not, by refufing to recal his troops, or 
to confent toa fufpenfion of arms, put it out 
of his power to give every proof of the fincere 
friendfhip, which he was always anxious to 
cultivate with the crown of Spain. 

All that the cardinal could be induced to 
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promife, was, that he would lay the admiral’s 
letter before the king, and let the envoy know 
his majefty’s refolution, This, however, he 
thought proper to delay for upwards of a week, 
probably with a view of giving the Spanith 
forces time to fecure a firm footing in the ifland 
of Sicily. At laft he returned the admiral’s 
letter to Mr. Stanhope, with a note, importing, 
that the chevalier Byng might execute the orders 
he had received from the king his matter. 

The admiral, in paffing by Gibraltar, was 
joined by vice-admiral Cornwall with the Argyle 
and Charles galley. He proceeded to Minorca, 
where he relieved the garrifon of Port Mahon. 
He then failed for Naples, where he arrived on 
the firft of Auguft, and was received as a de- 
liverer: for the Neapolitans had been under the 
moft terrible apprehenfions of an invafion from 
the Spaniards. Here he had an interview with 
the viceroy, count Daun, by whom he was re- 
ceived with the moft diftinguifhed refpe€t, and 
from whom he received intelligence, that the 
Spanifh army, amounting to thirty thoufand 
men, commanded by the marquis de Lede, had 
Janded in Sicily, reduced Palermo and Meflina, 
and was then engaged in the fiege of the citadel 
of the laft-mentioned city: that the Piedmontefe 
garrifon would foon be obliged to furrender, if 
not relieved, and that an alliance was forming 
between the emperor and the king of Sicily ; the 
latter of whom had defired the affiftance of the 
Imperial troops, and agreed to receive them into 
the citadel of Meffina. 

The admiral immediately refolved to fail 
thither, and took under his convoy a reinforce- 
ment of two thoufand Germans for the citadel, 
under the command of general Wetzel. He 
{peedily departed from Naples, and on the ninth 
of Auguft, came in fight of the Faro of Meffina. 
He difpatched his own captain with a refpectful 
meflage to the marquis de Lede, propofing a 
ceflation of arms in Sicily for two months, that 
the powers of Europe might have time to con- 
cert meafures for reftoring a permanent peace. 
The marquis replied, that as he had no powers 
to treat, he could not agree to a fufpenfion of 
hoftilities, but he fhould obey his orders, which 
dire€ted him to fubdue Sicily for. his mafter, the 
king of Spain. 


e Spanith fleet had failed from the harbour 
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of Meflina, on the day before the Englifh fqua- 
dron appeared. Admiral Byng fuppofing they 
had retired to Malta, diretted his courfe to- 
wards Meffina, to encourage the garrifon in the 
citadel. But, in doubling the Faro, he dif- 
covered two Spanifh fcouts, and learned from 
the people of a felucca from the Calabrian fhore, 
that they had feen from the hills, the Spanith 
fleet lying to in order of battle. 

The admiral immediately detached general 
Wetzel, with the German troops to Regio, un- 
der convoy of two fhips of war. He then ftood 
though the Faro after the Spanifh fcouts that 
led him to their main fleet, which before noon 
he difcerned in line of battle, amounting to 
twenty-feven fail, large and {mall, befides two 
fire-thips, four bomb-veffels and feven gallies, 
They were commanded in chief, by Don Antonio 
de Caftaneta, under whom were the four rear- 
admirals, Chacon, Mari, Guevara, and Cam-’ 
mock. At the fight of the Englith fquadron, 
they ftood away large, but ftill in order of battle; 
and Byng gave chace all the remainder of the 
day and the facceeding night. 

In the morning, which was ‘the eleventh of 
Auguft, rear admiral Mari, with fix fhips of 
war, the gallies, fire fhips, bomb-ketches, and 
ftore fhips, feparated from the main fleet, and 
ftood in for the Sicilian fhore. The Englith 
admiral detached captain Walton, with fix fhips, 
in purfuit of them: and they were fpeedily en- 
gaged. He himfelf continued to chace their 
main fleet; and about ten o'clock, the battle 
began. The Spaniards feemed to be diftratted 
in their councils, and a¢ted in confufion. ‘They 
made a running fight, and the admirals behaved 
with courage and refolution, in fpite of which 
they were all taken, except Cammock, who 
made his efcape to Malta, with three thips of 
war, and as many frigates. 

In this engagement, which happened off cape 
Paffaro, captain Haddock of the Grafton exhi- 
bited repeated proofs of the moft undaunted 
courage. As his fhip was a good failer, he 
always attacked the headmoft of the enemy; 
and, after having progreflively difabled them, 
one by one, continued his courfe in purfuit of 
others, leaving fuch as he had damaged to be 
picked up by thofe who followed. On the 
eighteenth, a letter was brought to the arte 
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from captain Walton, importing, that he had 
tal.en four Spanifh fhips of War, together with 
a bomb-ketch, and a veffel Jaden with arms; 
and that he had burned tour fhips of war, a 
fire-thip and a bomb-veffel*. 

Before king George received an account of 
this engagement from the admiral, he wrote him 
a letter ¢ with his own hand, approving his con- 
duct. When fir George’s eldett fon arrived in 
Enoland, with a circumflantial account of the 
aftion, he was gracioufly received, gratified 
with a handfome prefent, and fent back with 
plenipotentiary powers to his father, to negociate 
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He conferred with the viceroy of Naples, and 
the other Imperial generals, refpeCting the ope 
rations of the enfuing campaign; and count 
Hamilton was difpatched to Vienna, to acquaint 
the emperor with the refult of their delibera- 
tions, 

The parliament meeting on the eleventh of 
November, the king, in his fpeech to both 
houfes, obferved, that during the recefs, he 
had concluded fuch treaties and alliances with 
the two greateft princes in Europe, as would 
probably induce others to follow their example, 
and render any attempts to difturb the public 


with the feveral princes and ftates of Italy, as! tranquillity not only dangerous but impra@ti- 
he fhould fee occafion. He likewife carried the | cable; that thefe engagements, he was con- 


king’s royal grant to the officers and feamen, of 
all the prizes they had taken from the Spaniards. 

Notwithitanding this vittory, the Spanifh 
army profecuted the fiege of Meflina with fuch 
vigour, that the governor furrendered the place 
by capitulation, on the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember; and the garrifon was tranfported to 
S:racufe and Reggio. <A treaty was now con- 
cluded at Vienna, between the emperor and 
the duke of Savov. They agreed to form an 
army for the conqueft of Sardinia, in behalf of 
the duke, who, in the mean time, engaged to 
evacuate Sicily; but till his troops could be 
conveved from that ifland, he confented that 
they thould co-nperate with the Germans againft 
the common enemy. 

Admiral Byng continued to affift the Impe- 
rialifts in Sicily, during the principal part of the 
winter, by clearing the feas-of the Spainards, 
and preferving a free communication between 
the German forces, and the Calabrian fhore, 
from whence they were fupplied with provifions. 


* Captain Walton fecms to have been a perfon whofe 
natural talents were better calculated for achieving a 
gail nt action, than defcribing one. His letter on this 
oceat on, is juftly deemed a curious fpecimen of military 
eluquercc, It was conceived in the tullowing texsms: 

af S.i " 

“* We have taken and deftroyed all the Spanith fhips 

and vet'cl, wich were upon the coaft, the number as 


# per mar.mg. Tam, &c, , 
46 G, WaLrTon. ? 


# Canterbury, off S:racufey 
“ 46 slug. i713,” 


4 The margyn contained a lift of cight men of war, monte 
dng 342 guns, befides snull regels, 


vinced, would be the more agreeable to all his 


good iubjects, as they obliged the contracting 
powers to fupport the fucceffion to thefe king- 
doms in his family, to which fome of them were 
rather averfe, and others not fully obliged by 
any former treaties, 

Motions for an addrefs of thanks and con- 
gratulation to his majetty were made and carried 
in both houfes, after which the commons pro- 
ceeded to confider the fupply. They voted 
thirteen thoufand five hundred failors, and twelve 
thoufand four hundred and thirty-five men for 
the land fervice. The whole eftimate amounted. 
to two millions two hundred and fifty-feven 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-one pounds 
nineteen flriilings. ‘The money was raifed bya 
tax on land and malt, and a lottery for half a 
million, The bills were both prefented and 
paffed in one day; an inftance of difpatch, not 
to be found in any other parliament fince the 
Revolution. 

The king, encouraged by the favourable dif- 


+ The letter wasin French, and may be thus tranflated; 
& Monjeur le checalur Byng, 
* Though I have not Dh heard from you dire€tly, I 
am informed of the viétory which the fleet has gained 
under your command, and I way unwilling to delay 
the fatisfaction which my approbauon of your conduct 
might afford you. I thank you for it, and defire you 
will exprefs ay fatisfation to all the brave people 
who have fignalized themfelves on the eccafion. Se- 
cretary Craggs has orders to inform you more at large 
of my intentions; but I was pleafed to affure you my- 
felf, that I am, 
* Monfieur le chevalier Byng, 
* Jour good triend, 
“« Groace KR.” 
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pofition of both houfes, refolved to attempt the 
execution of a {cheme which had long been 
meditating. It was intended as a relief to the 
diffenters, from fome of thofe difficulics to 
which they had been fubje€ted in the Jate reign. 
As they had been zealous affertors of the Pro- 
teftant fucceffion, it was reafonable that they 
fhould enjoy fome indulgence, now that fuc- 
ceffion was eftablifhed; and in thefe fentiments 
he was further confirmed by his own religious 
principles, which induced him to grant a juft 
toleration to all his Proteftant fubjeéts. 

On the feventeenth of December, his ma- 
jefty fent a meffage to both houfes, ftating, 
that all his endeavours to procure redrefs for 
the injuries his fubjefts had received from the 
king of Spain, having proved ineffectual, he 
had found it neceffary to declare war againft 
that monarch. The meffage being read, a mo- 
tion was made for an addrefs to the king, affuring 
him that they would cheerfully fupport him in 
the profecution of the war, till Spain fhould be 
compelled to accept of reafonable terms of ac- 
commodation. Sir Jofeph Jekyll, however, ob- 
ferved, that the conduét of his majefty and his 
minifters, was perfectly agreeable to the law of 
nations, and the rules of juftice and equity. 
“© Was it juft,” added he, “in the king of Spain, 
“ to attack, without any formal declaration, the 
*¢ dominions of our ally, the emperor, while 
“ engaged in a war with the Turks? Was it 
“ juft, in the fame prince, to invade the domi- 
“ nions of another of our allies, the king of 


* On the laft day of Tebruary, the duke of Sumerfet 
reprefented in the upper houfe, that the number of peers 
being much encreafed, efpccially fince the union of the 
two kingdoms, it feemed abfolutely neceflary to take 
fome ftcps for preferving the dignity of the peerage, and 
to prevent the inconveniences which might attend the 
creation of an unreafonable number of pecis to anfwer 
an immediate purpofe; a meafure which had been aia 
embraced by her late majefty. He therefore moved, 
that a bill might be brought im to limit the peerage in 
fuch a manner, that it fhould not be enlarged Lc yond fix 
above the prefent number, which, upon failure of male 
iffue, might be fupplied by new creations; and that, m- 
ftead of the fixteen ele&tive peers from Scotland, twenty» 
tive fhould be made hereditary, on the part of that king- 
dom, and that this number, upon failure of hens male, 
fhould be fupplied from the other members of the dc ottihh 
pecrage. 

This meafure alarmed the generality of the Scoitith 
peers, as well as many Englifh commoners, who faw 
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Sicily, without the leaft provocation? And 
“ was it not juft in his majefty to vindicate the 
“ faith of his treaties, and to defend and protect 
“ the trade of his fubje€ts, which had been 
“ violently oppreffed?” The opinion of this 
gentleman had a wonderful influence on the 
members in general: the majority agreed to the 
addrefs; and fuch another was carried in the 
upper houfe without a divifion*. 

The king having appointed lords juftices + to 
govern the kingdom in his abfence{, embarked 
on the eleventh of May for Holland, whence 
he proceeded to Hanover, where he concluded 
a peace with Ulrica, the new queen of Sweden. 
By this treaty, Sweden ceded for ever to the 
royal and ele€toral houfe of Hanover, the duchies 
of Bremen and Verden, with all their depen- 
dencies: George engaged to preferve to his new 
fubjeéts, their rights, privileges, property, and 
religion, and to difcharge the incumbrances of 
the Swedifh crown in thofe duchies. He likewife 
obliged himfelf to pay a million of riadollars to 
the queen of Sweden, and to renew, as king of 
Great Britain and eleftor of Hanover, the al- 
liances formerly fubfifting between his prede- 
ceffors and that kingdom, At the fame time he 
mediated a peace betweenSweden and his tormer 
allies, the Danes, the Rutlians, and the Poles, 

The Czar, however, 1ejeEted his mediation, 
and refolved to prof€cute his fchemes ef con- 
qucft. He fent his fleet to the Scheuron or 
Batfes of Sweden, where his troops landed to 
the number of fifteen thoufand men, and com- 


themfilves precluded from the hopes of ever atriving at 
dignity and tle, and exclaimed againft it, asa viulent en- 
croachment upon the conftitution of the kingdom. Pamph- 
lets were publifhed on both fides of the queftion; and a 
national clamour began to arife, when earl Stanhope ob- 
ferved in the houfe, that as the bill had raifed itrange ap- 
prehenfions, he thought it advifeable to delay the farther 
confideration of it till a more proper opportunity, After 
a long debate, the bill was, however, rejected, and the 
parliament prorogued on the cighteenth of April, when 
his majefty made a fpeech to both houfes, in which he 
thanked them for the zeal and affection they had fhewn 
to his perfon and government during the late projeCted 
inv afion. 

+ The lords juftices were, the archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, lord chancellor Parker, the dukes of Kingfton, 
Argyle, (now alfo duke of Greenwich) Newcaftle, Bol- 
ton, Marlborough, and Roxburgh, the earl, of Sunder 
land, Berkeley, and Stanhope, and fecretary Cragg». 

1 A.D, 17/9, 
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mitted dreadful ravagess but fir John Norris, 
who commanded the Britifh fquadron in thofe 
feas, having orders to fupport the negociations, 
and oppofe any hoftilities that might be com- 
mitted, the Czar thought proper to recal his 
ficet. 

The quadruple alliance made no _ alteration 
in the temper of Alberoni*. The article which 
regarded the eventual fucceffion of Don Carlos 
was reje€ted with fcorn by the Spanifh court, 
which had already taken poffeffion of Sardinia, 
under pretence of aflifting the Venetians againft 
the Turks, and of great part of the ifland of 
Sicily. The confequence of this obftinacy, and 
of thefe unprovoked hoftilities, was a declara- 
tion of war againft Spain, by ‘France and Eng- 
land. But, before that meafure was adopted, 
every method had been ineffe€tually employed 
to adjuft matters by negociation: Alberoni fought 
only to gain time, by amufing the minifters of 
the two crowns. He did not, however, fucceed 
in his fcheme. George I. even while he nego- 
ciated, fent a powerful fleet into the Mediter- 
ranean, under fir George Byng, who, being 
vefted with very ample powers, and finding every 
propofal to induce the Spaniards to accede to a 
ceffation of arms treated with difdain, proceed- 
ed to execute his ultimate inftru€tions, He 
accordingly engaged the Spanith fleet near the 
coaft cf Sicily, and took or deftroyed twenty- 
one fhips out of twenty-feven, fourteen of which 
were of the line: yet could he not prevent the 
Spanih troops, commanded by the marquis de 
Leda, from making themfelves mafters of the 
citacel of Meffina, the town having furrendered 
before his arrival. But, by his a€tisity in tranf- 
porting German troops into Sicily, both the 
town and citadel were foun recovered: and the 
Spaniards made overtures for evacuating the 
land The recovery of Sicily was followed by 
the furrender of Sardinia. 

Admiral Byng had fo confiderable a fhare 
in tis war of Sicily, that the fate of the ifland 


depenced entirely on his courage, conduét, and - 


activity; one party acknowledging, that they 
could not have conquered, and the other, that 
they could not have been fubdued without his 
ailftance. When he waited on his majetty at 
Hanover, he was moft gracioufly received. The 
king infurmed him, that be had difcovered the 
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fecret of obliging his enemies as well as his 
friends; for the court of Spain had mentioned 
with the warmeft expreffions of gratitude, his 
candid and friendly deportment in providing 
tranfports and other neceffaries for the embarka. 
tion of their troops, and proteéting them from 
the oppreffions to which they mutt otherwife 
have been expofed. He was appointed trea- 
furer of the navy, and rear-admiral of Great 
Britain: he was foon after ennobled by the title 
of vifcount Torrington: he was declared a 
privy-counfellor; and afterwards created knight 
of the Bath, on the revival of that order. 

During thefe tranfaétions in the Mediterrae 
nean, the duke of Berwick advanced with the 
French army to the frontiers of Spain, where he 
took Fort Paffage, and deftroyed fix Spanifh 
fhips of war that were upon the ftocks, He 
then formed the fiege of Fontarabia, which he 
reduced in June, together with St. Sebaftian’s 
and Fontarabia. In this exploit, the French 
were aflifted by two hundred Englith feamen 
who bummed two fixty gun fhips unfinithed, and 
a great quantity of naval ftores. 

The king of England, with an idea of re- 
venging himfelf for the attempts formed againft 
his crown and dignity, and indemnifying his 
fubje€ts for the expence of the war, projefted 
the conqueft of Corunna in the Bay of Bifcay, 
and of Peru in South America. Four thoufand 
men, commanded by lord Cobham, were em- 
barked at the ifle of Wight, and failed on the 
twenty-firft of September, under the convoy of 
five thips of war, condu€ted by admiral Mighels, 
who was to be joined by captain Johnfon, then 
cruifing off Fontarabia. Inftead of making an 
attempt upon Corunna, they reduced Vigo 
with very little difficulty: Pont-a-Veda fab 
mitted without refiftance: and Redondella was 
abandoned by the inhabitants. Here they found 
a large quantity of brafs artillery, {mall arms, 
and military ftores, which had been intended 
for the invafion of England; and the very troops 
which garrifoned thefe places, were to have 
been pe of the army deftined for the fame 
purpofe. 

In the mean time captain Johnfon, who had 
not had an opportunity of joining the admiral, 
entered the port of Ribadero to the eaftward of 
Cape Ortegas, where he deftroyed two Spanith 

: - — fhips 


® Alberoni was an lalian pricft, the fon of a peafant,-and formerly the curate of a {mall village near Parma, 
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fhips of war. The naval power of Spain was 
now entirely ruined. The expedition to the , 
Weft Indies was long delayed by contrary winds, 
and at laft prevented by the conclufion of the 
peace. 

Spain, oppreffed on all fides, and exhaufted 
by the efforts the had made, now faw the ne- | 
ceflity of a {peedy pacification. Philip was at | 
length cgnvinced of the madnefs of Alberoni’s : 
projects. That minifter had rendered himfelf 
odious to the emperor, the king of England, 
and the regent of France, who unanimoutly de- 
clared they would liften to no propofals, while 
he fhould continue in office. 

The Spanifh monarch, therefore divefted him 
of all his employments, forbade him to appear 
any more in his prefence, ordered him to quit 
Madrid in eight days, and the kingdom in the 
courfe of three months. The marquis de Be- 
retti Landi, the Spanith minifter at the Hague, 
delivered a plan of pacification to the ftates: but 
it was rejeéted by the allies; and Philip was 
at laft obliged to accede to the quadruple al- 
liance. 

By this time an alliance offenfive and defenfive 
was concluded at Stockholm, between George 
and the queen of Sweden, by which his majefty 
ebliged himfelf to fend a fleet into the Baltic, 
to att againft the Czar of Mufcovy, to compel 
him to agree to reafonable terms of peace. The 
Czar complained of this interpofition of king 
George, alledging, that he had failed in his en. 
gagements, both as eleftor of Hanover, and king 
of Great Britain. His refident at London pre- 
fented a memorial on this fubje€t, which was 
anfwered and refuted by the Britifh and Ha- 
noverian miniftry. Thefe recriminations ferved 
only to exafperate the two princes more violently 
againft each other. The Czar continued to 
profecute the war; and at length concluded a 
peace without a mediator. Neverthelefs, at the 
inftances of king George and the regent of 
France, a treaty of peace was figned between 
the queen of Sweden and the king of Pruffa. 

On the other hand, his Pruffian majefty * en- 
gaged to join the king of Great Britain in his 


# A.D. 1720. 
* + To enter into a detail of the proceedings, or explain 
the various ind unwarrantable aris which were practifed 
to enhance the value of the flock, and delude the ignurant 
and unwary, would be inconfiftent with the defizn ot a 
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endeavours to facilitate a peace between Sweden 
and Denmark, and to perfuade the Danith king 
to reftore to queen Ulrica, that part of Pome- 
rania, which he had feized, The treaty be- 


tween Sweden and Denmark was figned at 


Frederickftadt, on the twenty-fecond of June, 
under the mediation of the king of England. 

On the fifteenth of June, king George fet out 
from England for his ele€toral dominions; but 
before his departure from Great Britain, he was 
reconciled to the prince of Wales, chiefly through 
the mediation oe the duke of Devonfhire and 
Mr. Walpole, who, with earl Cowper, lord 
Townfend, Mr. Methuen, and Mr. Pulteney, 


_ were received into favour, and rejoined the 


miniftry. The earls of Dorfet and Bridgewater 
were created dukes; lord vifcount Caftleton was 
advanced to the title of earl; Hugh Bofcawen 
was created vifcount Falmouth; John Wollop, 
vifcount Lymington; Mathew Ducie Morton 
and John Barrington of Becket, were both pro- 
moted to the dignity of barons. 

While the king was employed at Hanover, in 
reconciling the interefts of the different ftates of 
Europe, the South-fea fcheme produced a kind 
of national phrenzy in England. The firft hint 
of the plan feems to have been taken from the 
famous Miffiffippi fcheme formed by Jobn 
Lawt, a Scottifh adventurer, which, in the 
courfe of the preceding year, had raifed fuch a 
ferment in France, and involved many thoufand 
families in that kingdom in utter ruin and de- 
ftruétion. Law’s fcheme was built upon the 
grant of an exclufive trade to Louifiana, and, 
had it been properly condufted, might have 
been attended with fome advantage. The de- 
fign of it was defeated by the eager avidity of 
the people, many of whom were reduced to 
abfolute beggary; though the ftate gained im- 
menfe profits; no lefs than fifteen- hundred mil- 
lions of the public debts having been transferred 
from the government to the fhoulders of the 
people. 

At the peace of Utrecht, the Affiento, or 
contract for fupplying the Spanifh colonies with 
negroes, conveyed to Great Britain by the com- 


general hiftory, and afford little entertainment to the 
reader; 1t is hoped, however, that he is here furnifhed 
with fuch particulars as will give a competent idea of 
that memorable impofition on the public, 
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mercial treaty with Philip V.as well as the 
fingular privilege of fending annually to the fair 
of Porto Bello, a fhip of five hundred tons bur- 
den, laden ‘with European commodities, was 
vefted exclufively in the Sovrn Sea Com- 
pany. By virtue of this contraét, Britith fac- 
tories were eftablifhed at Carthagena, Panama, 
"era Cruz, Buenos Ayres, and other Spanith 
fettlements: and the company was farther per- 
mitted to freight, in the ports of the South Sea, 
veffels of four hundred tons burden, to convey 
its negroes to all the towns on the coafts of 

Iexico and Peru; to equip them as they 
pleafed; to appoint the commanders of them, 
and to bring back the produce of its fales in gold 
or filver, without being fubje& to any duty of 
import or export. 

e agents of the Britifh South Sea company, 
under cover of the importation which they were 
authorifed to make by the fhip fent annually to 
Porto Bello, poured in their commodities on the 
Spanifh colonies, without limitation or referve. 
Inftead of a fhip of five hundred tons burden, 
as ftipulated by ¢he treaty, they ufually employ- 
ed one of a thoufand tons, exclufive of water 
and provifions: fhe was accompanied by three 
or four {maller veffels, which adminiitered to her 
wants, and mooring in fome neighbouring creek, 
furnifhed her clandeftinely with freth bales of 
goods, to replace fuch as had been previoufly 
éifpofed of. 

By thefe advantages, the profits of the South 
Sea company became very confiderable, and the 
public fuppofed them greater than they really 


were. Encouraged by fuch favourable circum, 


ftances, and by the general fpirit of avaricious 
enterprize, fir John Blount, one of the dire€tors, 
who had been bred a fcrivener, was induced to 
project the infamous South Sea fcheme. Under 
pretence of enatiling government to pay off the 
national debt, by lowering the intereft, and re- 
ducing all the funds into one, he propofed, that 
the South Sea company fhould become the fole 
public creditor. 

A fcheme fo plaufible, and fo advantageous 
to the fate, was readily adopted by the miniftry, 


* The nation was fo tranfported with a fpirit of ad- 
yenture, that peaple became a prey to the moft impudent 
impoftors, An oblcure adventurcr, pretending to have 
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and foon'received the fanftion of parliament. 
The purport of the aétavas,, that the South Sea 
company fhould be authorifed to purchafe, from 
the feverat proprietors, all the funded. debts of 
the crown, which then bore an intereft of five 
per cent. and that, after the expiration of fix years, 
the intereft fhould be reduced to four per cent, 
and the capital be redeemable by parliament. 
But as the direftors could not be fuppofed to 
poffefs fufficient ready money for fo great ai un- 
dertaking, they were ‘empowered to raife it as 
therein mentioned; and particularly by opening 
books of fubfcription, and granting annuities to 
fuch public creditors as fhould choofe to ez- 
change the fecurity of the crown for that of the 
South Sea company, with the emoluments which’ 
might arife from their commerce. While this 
affair was agitating, the ftock of the South Ser 
company rofe to almoft four hundred pounds, 
or four times the price paid by the firft fub+ 
fcribers; and in order to raife it ftill higher, 
Blount, the projeftor of the fcheme, circulated 
a report, on the paffing of the bill, that Gibraltar 
and Minorca were intended to be exchanged for 
fome places in Peru, by the ceffation of which 
the Britifh trade to the South Sea would be 
greatly increafed. In confequence of this ru- 
mour, which operated like contagion, by ex- 
citing hopes of aftonifhing dividends, the fub- 
fcription-books were no fooner opened, than 
perfons of all ranks and conditions, as well as 
all ages and fexes, crouded to the South Sea 
houfe, anxious to become proprietors of the 
ftock. The firft purchafes were, in a few weeks, 
fold for double the fum’ which had been paid 
for them; and the delufion, or rather the infa- 
tuation, was carried to fuch an extent, that 
Rock fold, at laft, for ten times its original 
price. New projeGors ftarted up every day, to 
avail themfelvés of the avarice and credulity of 
the nation; and the Welch copper company, 
the York building company, and many others, 
were formed. 
Every projett, however abfurd, which pro- 
mifed great advantages, was fure to meet with 
encouragement, during the public ee 
ut 


formed a very advantageous fcheme, which, however, 
he did not think proper to explain, publithed propofals 
for a fubf{csiption, in which he promifed, that, in oy 

month, 
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ut the South Sea fcheme continued to be the | 
grand obje&t of attraftion. At length, how. | 
ever, to adopt the phrafe of the times, the 
bubble burf. It appeared, that fuch as were 
‘fuppofed to be in the fecret, had difpofed of all 
their ftock, while the tide was at itsheight. An 
univerfal alarm was {pread. Every one was ready 
to fell, and not an individual was willing to buy, 
except at a very reduced price. The South Sea 
ftock fell as rapidly as it had rifen, and to the 
loweft ebb. In a little time, nothing was to be 
feen of this fafcinating {cheme but the direful 
effects of its ravages——the wreck of private for- 
tunes, asd the bankruptcy of merchants and 
trading companies! nor any thing to be heard 
but the ravings of difappointed ambition; the 
execrations of beggared avarice; the pathetic 
lamentations of innocent credulity, the grief of 
unexpeéted poverty, or the frantic howlings of 
defpair!—The timely interpofition and fteady 
wifdom of parliament only could have prevent- 
ed a general bankruptcy. 

A committee of the houfe of commons was 
chofen by ballot, to examine all the papers and 
proceedings relative to the execution of the 
South Sea a&; and this committee difcovered, 
that before any fubfcription could be made, a 
fiGiitious ftock of five hundred and feventy-four 
thoufand pounds had been difpofed of by the 
dire&tors, in order to facilitate the paffing of the 
bill*. Mr. Aiflabie, chancellor of the exche- 
quer, who had been largely concerned in the 
flock, was expelled the houfe of commons, and 
committed to the Tower, for having promoted 
the deftruétive execution of “the South Sea 


month, the particulars of his projed fhould be made 
known. In the mean time he declared, that every per- 
fon paying down two guineas by way of earneft, thould 
be entiiled to the annual fum of an hundred pounds, for 
cvery hundied which he chofe to fubfcribe. In one fore- 
noon, this undertaker received a thoufand of thefe fub- 
{criptions; and in the evening fet out for another king- 
dom, leaving the fubfcribers to carry on the project im the 
beft manner they were able. 

‘The king, before his departure, had publifhed a pro- 
clamation againft thefe unlawful projets, and ordered 
them to be profecuted as common nuifances; but, not- 
withftanding this prohibition, they were ftill carried on 
with uncommon vigour. In order therefore to put an 
effeQual perwd to them, the lords juftices difmiffed alt 
the petitions which had been prefented for patents 
and charters; and the prinee of Wales renounced 
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“ fcheme, with a view to his own exorbitant 
“ profit; and having combined with the di- 
“ re€tors in their pernicious prattices, to the 
‘ ruin of public credit.” Mr. fecretary Craggs, 
and his father, alfo great delinquents, died be- 
fore they experienced the cenfure of the houfes 
but the commons refolved, neverthelefs, that 
Mr. Craggs, fenior, was “a notorious accom- 
“ plice with Robert Knight, treafurer to the 
“ South Sea company, and fome of the direc- 
“ tors, in carrying on their nefarious praCtices: 
“ and, therefore, all the eftaic of which he was 
** poffeffed at the time of his death, fhould be 
“ applied towards the relief of unhappy fufferers 
“ by the South Sea fcheme.” The eftates of 
the dire€tors were alfo confifcated by a€t of par- 
liament, and ordered to be applied to the fame 
purpofe, after a certain allowance was deduéted 
for each. dire€tor, proportioned to his conduct 
and circumftances}. 

The commons having thus punifhed the prin- 
cipal promoters of this iniquitous {cheme, pro- 
ceeded to repair, as far as pofible, the mifchief 
it had occafioned. They prepared a bill for 
that purpofe. On the enquiriés* relative to the 
framing of this bill, it appeared, that the whole 
capital ftock of the South Sea company, at the 
end of the year 1720, amounted to thirty-feven 
millions eight hundred thoufand pounds: that 
the flock allotted to all the proprietors did not 
exceed twenty-four millions five hundred thou- 
fand pounds, that the remaining capital ftock 
belonged to the company in their corporate ca- 
pacity, being the profit arifing from the execu- 
tion of the fraudulent ftock-jobbing {cheme. 


the company, of which he had been ele@ed governor. 

* A.D. 1721, 

{ While this ‘affair was in agitation, petitions from 
counties, cities, and boroughs, in every part of the king- 
dom, were prefented to parliament, crying for juftice 
againft the villainy of the direétors. Pamphlets and 
papers were publithed on the fame fubje& ; and the minds 
of the people were exafperated to the highelt pitch of 
refentment. 

The rapid circulation of money, the fudden elevation 
of perfons of the meaneft rank, and the almoft total dif- 
folution of property, occafioned by this infamous fcheme, 
introduced a furprizing profligacy of life and manners. 
The adventurers, intoxicated by their imaginary wealth, 
gave full {cope to the gratification of their crimmal paf- 
fions, and indulged themfelves, without reitraint, in 
every hind of lawlefs pleafure. 


nn Out 


Vit 
Out of this, 1t was enafted, that feven millions 
fhould be paid to the public fufferers. It was 
alfo enaéted, that feveral additions fhould be 
made to the ftock of the proprietors, out of 
that poffefled by the company in their own 
right; and that, after fuch diftributions, the re- 
maining capital {tock fhould be divided among 
the proprietors. By thefe equitable regulations, 
public eredit was reftored, and the ferment of 
the nation gradually fubfided. 

The difcontents and diforders occafioned by 
the South Sea fcheme, encouraged the Englith 
Jacobites to think of making a new attempt 
to change the line of fucceflion. But the fame 
want of confidence, fecrecy, and fuccefs, at- 
tended this, as every other plan for the refto- 
ration of the unfortunate family of Stuart. 
George ‘I. who had planted fpies in every Po- 
pith court, and who had, by alliances, made 
alnioft‘every European potentate his friend, was 
informed, by the regent of France, of the con- 
fpiracy forming againft his government*. In 
confequence b this information, Chriftopher 
Layer, a youhg gentleman of the Middle Tem- 
ple, was taken into cuftody, condemned, and 
executed, for having enlifted men for the fervice 
of the pretenderf. The duke of Norfolkt, 


* A.D. 1722, 

+ Mr. Layer’s head was exhibited on Temple Bar. 

~ The duke of Norfolk being brought from Bath, was 
examined before the council and committed to the 
Tower, on fufpicion of high treafon. As a further 
proof of the plot, the king fent to the houfe of peers the 
original, and printed copy, of a declaration figned b 
the pretender. It was dated at Lucca, on the twentiet 
of September, 1722; and appeared to be a propofal ad- 
dreffed to the fubje@s of Great Britain and Ireland, as 
well as to all foreign princes and ftates. In this paper 
the pretender, who thought proper to affume the title of 
James Rex, affected to talk of the late wiolations of the 
reedum of elections; confpiracies invented to give a 
colour to new oppreflions; infamous informers; and the 
ftate of profcription, in which he fuppofe.! every honeft 
man to be. He then very gravely propofed, that, if king 
George would refign to him the throne of Great Britain, 
he would in return, confer on him the title of king in his 
native dcninions, and invite all other fiates to confirm it. 
He likewife promifed to leave to king George his fuc- 
ceffion to the Britifh dominions fecure, whenever, in due 
courfe, his natural right thould take place. The lords 
having perufed this Secaqauica, refolved, that it was a 
falfe, fcandalous and traiterous I.bel; and ordered it to 
be burned at the Royal Exchange. The commons con- 
curred in thefe refolutions, Both houfes joined in an 
addrefs, expreffing their aflonifhmes.t and indignation at 
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the earl of Orrery, Dr. Atterbury §, bithop of 
Rochefter, lord North and Grey, with many 
other fufpeéted perfons of inferior note, were 
committed to the Tower. But they were ac- 
quitted, for want of evidence, except the bi- 
me of Rochefter, who was degraded, deprived 
. is benefice, and banithed the kingdom for 
ite}. 

The fupplies in this feffion were voted very 
late; nor were they at la(t granted with the 
ufual cheerfulnefs and alacrity. The king, fen- 
fible of the ill humonr of the nation, which he 
was unwilling to increafe, thought proper to 
omit feveral particulars in his fpeech, which he 
afterwards communicated to the houfe in fepa- 
rate meflages. On the fixteenth of June, he 
informed the commons, that he had agreed to 
pay a fubfidy to the crown of Sweden, and 
hoped they would enable him to accomplith his 
engagements. 

The Jacobites had taken the liberty to infi- 
nuate, that the king was not free from con- 
nexions with the proje€tors of the South Sea 
{cheme; and that he fecretly favoured the di- 
re€tors and their accomplices. It was to refute 
thofe injurious afperfions, as well as from a real 
deteftation of the villainy of the delinquents, 


the infolence of the pretender; and affuring his majefty 
they were determined to fupport his title to the .crown 
with their lives and fortunes. 

§ The duke of Wharton defended the prelate, and 
earneftly contended, that no criminal a& had been proved 
againft him. This nobleman, two years afterwards, de- 
voted himfelfto that caufs which was promoted by the 
prelate whom he now fupported; and, having received 
titular honours from the pretender, he offered his fervice 
to the Spanifh court, which was then at enmity with 
Great Britain. From this ftate of rebellion againft his 
fovereign, he was never reclaiineds; but died in cxile in 
the year 173). 

| As Dr. Atterbury was a man of eminent talents, and 
intimately conne@ed with the heads of the Tory pasty, 
his caufe was warmly pleaded in the houfe of peers. 
Lord Bathurft, addrefling himfelf to the bench of bifbops, 
who had difcovered peculiar animofity againft the pri- 
foner, faid he could not account for the inveterate malice 
and rancour with which fome men purfued the learned 
and ingenious prelate, unle{s they were infatuated with 
the fuperflition of certain favages, who fondly believe 
that they inherit, not only the fpoils, but even the ta- 
lents, of guy great man whom they deftroy. When the 
bifhop of Rochefter arrived at Calais he met lord Bo- 
lingoroke on his return from exile, and with a {mile ob- 
ferved, ‘ thal they were exchanged!” 


‘that 
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that his majefty expreffed himfelf with intem- 
perate warmth upon this occafion. ; 

The lords Townfend and Carteret were now | 
appointed fecretaries of ftate; the earl of Ilay : 
was conftituted keeper of the privy feal of Scot- 
land; and the earl of Bute admitted to the 
honour of a lord of the bed-chamber. On the 
thirteenth of June, the treaty of peace between 
Great Britain and Spain was figned at Madrid. 
The contracting powers engaged to obferve the 
regulations, relating to commerce, which had 
been fixed and fettled by former treaties; and 
to reftore mutually all the effe€ts feized and con- 
fifcated- in the courfe of the prefent war. In 
particular, the at of England promifed to re- 
ftore all the fhips of the Spanifh fleet, which had 
been taken in the Mediterranean, or the value 
of them, if they were fold. He likewife pro- 
mifed, in a fecret article, that he would no 
longer interfere in the affairs of Ilay; and the 
king of Spain made an abfolute ceffion of Gi- 
braltar and Port Mahon*. 

The congrefs at Cambray was opened; but 
the demands on both fides were fo unreafonable, 
that no accommodation could be effeéted. In 
the mean time, the peace between Ruffia and 
Sweden was concluded under the mediation of 
France. The Czar was permitted to retain Li- 
vonia, Ingria, Eftonia, part of Carelia, and of 
the territory of Wyburg, Rigay@iRevel, and 
Narva, in confideration of his reftoring part of 
Finland, and paying two millions of rixdollars 
to the king of Sweden. In this treaty the Czar 
confented, that the differences between him 
and the king of Great Britain fhould be adjufted 
in an amicable mannert. 

In the courfe of this year, pope Clement the 
Eleventh, died; and was fucceeded by Inno- 
cent the Thirteenth, of the family of Conti. On_ 
the fifteenth of April, the princefs of Wales ' 
was delivered of a prince, baptized by: the | 
ai of William Auguftus, duke of Cumber- 
and. 

The parliament affembling on the nineteenth 
of O&tober, the king in his fpeech to both 


* On the very fame day, a defenfive alliance was con- 
cluded between Great Britain, France, and Spain, All 
remaining ditlicullies were referred to a congrefs at 
Cambray. : 

t Fe this prince was ftill on difcordant terms with 
the king of Great Britain; and his refident in London had 
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houfes, obferved, that the peace of the North 
was now re-eftablifhed by the conclufion of the 
treaty between Ruffia and Sweden: and they af 
fured him they would proceed, with unanimity 
and difpatch, in confidering the feveral matters 
recommended from the throne. 

One of the firft objets that engaged the at- 
tention of the upper houfe was Law, the fa- 
mous proje€tor. On the mifcarriage of his 
Miffiffippi fcheme, he had been obliged to leave 
France, to avoid the refentment of the people, 
who had, more than once, made an attempt 
upon his life. He retired to Italy; where he is 
faid to have vifited the pretender at Rome, from 
whence he repaired to Hanover; and returned 
to England from the Baltic, in the fleet com- 
manded by fir John Norris. The king admitted 
him to a private audience: he kept open houfe ; 
and was vifited by confiderable numbers of 
perfons of quality and diftinGtion. 

The Quakers prefented a petition to the 
houfe of commons, praying, that a bill might 
be brought in, for omitting, in their folemn af- 
firmation, the words, “In the prefence of Al- 
“ mighty God;” the houfe complied with their 
requeft: but the bill occafioned a warm debate 
among the peers. Dr. Atterbury, bifhop of 
Rochefter, faid, he did not fee why fuch a dif- 
tinguifhing mark of indulgence fhould be fhewn 
to a fet of people, who were hardly Chrif- 
tians. 

He was fupported by the earl of Strafford, 
the lord North and Grey, and the archbifhop of 
York ; the latter of whom, delivered a petition 
from the London Clergy, reprefenting, that, as 
the bill might, in its confequences, nearly affect 
the property of the fubje&t in general, fo would 
it, in an efpecial manner, endanger the main- 
tenance of the clergy by tithes, inafmuch as the 
people, called Quakers, pretend to deny the 
payment of this tax, upon a principle of con- 
fcience; and, therefore, might be under ftrong 
temptations to eafe their confciences in that re- 
fpett, by violating them in another, when their 
fimple affirmation, in behalf of friends of the 


lately been commanded to retire from the realm, for fome- 
offenfive expreflions contained in a memorial; this dif- 
agreement did not occafion any interruption of the com- 
oy connections between the Britifh and Ruffian (ub-. 
je 
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fame perfuafion, fhould pafs in all courts of ju- 
dicature, as legal evidence. 

_The parliament was then prorogued to the 
fifteenth of March: but, before that period, it 
was diffolved by proclamation, and writs were 
ilued for convoking another. In the new elec- 
tions, the two parties exerted themfelves with 
uncommon diligence; but the Whigs, by their 
{uperior intercft, gained an inconteftible ma- 
jority *, . 

About this time, an att paffed, forthe more 
effe€tual execution of juftice in that part of 
Southwark called the Mint, where great num- 
ber of debtors had taken fanétuary, on pretence 
of its being a privileged place. 

His mayjefty having advanced the fon of Mr. 
Robert Walpole to the peerage, in confideration 
of his father’s fervices; he alfo made a confi- 
derable number of church promotions; admitted 
the imprifoned lords and gentlemen to bail; 
granted a pardon to lord Belingbroke, and or- 
dered the bifhop of Rochefter to be conveyed 
to the Continent: he fet out for Hanover on the 
third of June, leaving the government in the 
hands of a regency, from which the prince of 
Wales was ftill excluded, though lord Harcourt, 
a warm friend of the late miniftry, was one of 
the number. 

The king was attended by the two fecretaries 
of ftate, the lords ‘Townfend and Carteret, who 
were reputed able politicians. The affairs of 
the Continent had begun to take a new turn. 
The different princes, whofe interefts were to 
have been adjufted at the congrefs of Cambray, 
offended at the fruitlefs iffue of that negociation, 
refolved to enter into feparate engagements in 
arder to accomplith their refpettive purpofes. 


* The earl of Sunderland paid the debt of nature on 
the nineteenth of Apmil, atter having incurred much po- 
pular odium, from his fuppofed connections with the di- 
rector of the South Sea company. He was a minitter of 
abjlitie., but rath, obftinate, and impetuous. He was 
furvived but a tew weeks by his father-ir-law, the duke 
of Marlbcrough, who died on the fixteenth of June, and 
was interred wil great fun‘ral pomp in Weftminfter 
Abbey. The ciaraéier ot this nobleman may be beft 
hnown trom the biftery of his a@tioas, which make too 
corfiderable a figu-« in the Lighth hifiory, either to re- 
gure or admit of pa .ce!>r recapitulation, 

+ The atiair was ret -.¢1 to tie lords of the privy- 
council of England, who ceclared, that, from the report 
of <x Lfaac Newton and others of the Mint, who had 
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En this critical dilemma, his majefty conduéted 
himfelf with uncommon ability; and though he 
could ‘not fully reconcile the contending powers, 
he prevented them from coming to an imme- 
diate rupture. He endeavoured to perfuade the 
emperor to compromife his differences with the 
king of Spain, and to defift from the profecution 
of the affair at Oftend. In this laft particular, 
however, he failed of fuccefs, The Imperial 
court gave a general promife to obferve the 
treaties which had been concluded; but de- 
clined entering into any particular difcuffion. 

Great Britain now enjoyed profound tran- 
quillity. Ireland was a little difturbed’ by an 
incident, which feems to have been mifunder- 
flood by the people of that kingdom. William 
Wood had obtained a patent for furnifhing Ire- 
land with copper coin, in which it was defi- 
cient. When this money came into circulation, 
a violent clamour was raifed againft it. The 


_parliament of that kingdom, which met on the 


fifth of September, refolved, that the importing 
and uttering of copper half-pence and farthings 
by virtue of Wood’s patent, would be prejudi- 
cial to the revenue, injurious to trade, and of 
dangerous confequence to the rights of the fub- 
jet: that the ftate of the nation had been mif- 
reprefented, in order to obtain the patent: that 
the half-pence were deficient in weight: that, 
even if the 1 wae had been complied with, 
there would have been a lofs to the nation of 
a hundred and fifty per cent: and that granting 
the power of coinage to a private individual, 
had ever been highly prejudicial to the kingdom ; 
and would, at all times, be of dangerous con- 
fequence. Addreffes from both houfes were 
prefented to the king on this fubje& + = 
e 


made the aflay and trial of the bal pence the condu& of 
the patentee was perfectly blamelefs; and that the terms, 
of the patent had been exactly complied with: that 
Wood's currency, in point of exccution, finenefs, and 
value of metal, excceded all the copper money which 
had been coined for Ireland, in the reigns of Charles 
the Second, James the Second, king William and quecn 
Mary: that his majefty’s predeceffor had always ex- 
erciled the unqueftionable prerogative of granting pa- 
tents for copper coinage in Ireland to private perfons: 
that none of thofe patents had been fo generally beneficial 
to the kingdom as this granted to William W » who 
had not obtained it clandeftinely, nor-in an unprecedented 
manner; but after a rclerence to the attorney and foli- 
citor-gencral, and after fir aac Newton sas 
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The king arrived in London on the nineteenth 
of December; and on the ninth of January* 
the parliament affembled. His majefty, in his 
fpeech, congratulated them on the fuccefs of 
their endeavours during the laft feifion to pro- 
mote the fafety, intereft, and honour of the king- 
dom. 

The nation having long complained of the 
injuftice of proteftions granted by foreign mi- 
nifters, peers, and members of parliament, the 
commons refolved, that all prote€tions granted 
by members of that houfe fhould be declared 
void, and be immediately withdrawn; that none 
fhould be granted for the future; and that if 
any member fhould prefume to contravene this 
order, he {hould make fatisfaftion to the party 
injured, and be liable to the cenfure of the 
houfe. The lords made a declaration to a fimilar 
purport, with the exception of menial fervants, 
and thofe neceffarily employed about the eftates 
of peers. The public bufinefs being finithed, 
the king clofed the feffion with a fpeech on the 
twenty-fourth of April. 

About this time he made fome alterations in 
the miniftry. The duke of Newcaftle was ap- 
pointed fecretary of ftate; the duke of Grafton, 
Jord chamberlain; lord Carteret, lord lieutenant 
of Ircland; and Mr. Horatio Walpole was fent 
ambaflador extraordinary to the court of France. 
In the month of May, his majefty inftituted a 
profefforthip for the modern languages in each 
univerfity; Mr. Gregory being nominated for 
Oxford, and Mr. Harris for Cambridge. On 


fulted in every particular; and finally, that it appeared 
by a great number of witnefles, that there was a real 
want of fuch currency in Ireland, which manifefted the 
neceffity of gianting a patent. : 

Notwithftanding this decifion, the clamour of the Jrifh 
nation was induftrioufly fupported by papers, pamphlets, 
and fatirical effufions from the pen of dean Swift§ and 
others; but Wood having vountarily reduced his coimage 
from one hundred thoufand to foity theufand pounds, 
the vociferation, in a great meafure, fubfided. The 
pacliament of Ireland paffed an aét for accepting the af- 
hirmation of Quakers inftead of an oath: and granted 
three hundred and forty thoufand pounds towards dif- 
charging the national debt, which amounted to fix hun- 
dred and fixty thoufand pounds. 

* A.D. 172k, Z 

+ The practice of inoculation for the {mall-pox, was 


§ Among other effufians, Swift is fanpofed to be the au.hor 
of one which began with the following lines 
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the twenty-firft of the farne month, died Robert 
Harley, earl of Oxford and earl Mu.imer, a 
man of great talents, but greater artifice, by the 
exertion of which he had thrown the nation into 
much confufion, and been the caufe of much 
injury to his country f. 

No affair of importance, in which Great Bri- 
tain was concerned, occurred in the courfe of 
this fummer; nor was George induced, by the 
tranquil ftate of the kingdom, to repair to Ha- 
nover, in the courfe of the prefent year. 

In the early part of it, Philip, king of Spain 
retiring with his queen to the monaftery of 
St. Iidefonfo, difpatched the marquis de Gri- 
maldi, his principal fecretary of ftate, to his fon, 
the prince of Afturias, with a folemn renunciation 
of the crown, and a letter of advice, in which he 
exhorted him to worfhip the bleffed Virgin with 
the genuine warmth of devotion; and place him- 
felf and his kingdoms under her proteétion. 
The renunciation was publifhed throughout the 
Spanifh monarchy; and the council of Caftile 
tefolved, that Lewis, as acknowledged prince of 


‘Spain, might aflume the reins of government 


without affembling the Cortez, The Englifh 
minifter at Paris was ordered to interpofe in 
behalf of the French Proteftants, againft whom 
a fevere edi@t had lately been publifhed; but 
his remonftrance was ineffe€tual. 

The parliament re-affembling on the twelfth 
of November, their attention, during the feflion, 
was principally engaged by the trial of the earl 
of Macclesfield, lord chancellor of England. 


about this time introduced into England from Turkey. 
Prince Frederick, the two princeffes, Amelia and Caro- 
lina, the duke of Bedford and his fons, with many other 
perfons of diftinction, fubmitted to this operation with 
fuccefs. 

On the fifteenth of June died Dr. Henry Sacheverel, 
that famous incendiary, who had been the chief inftru- 
ment, in the hands of the Tories, of effeéing the dif 
grace of the duke of Marlborough, aud accomplithing an 
entire change in the miniftry. 

t This ediét ordained, that if any man performed any 
exercife of the reformed religion, he thould be fent to 
the gallic.; and if any woman fhould be convicted of a 
fimilar offence, the fhould be fhaved, and committed to 
prifon: that the Proteftant preachers fhould be put to 
death; and all who held communication, directly or ine 
lire@tly with them, be condemned to the gallcs. 


Now although to draw water i not tery good, 
Yet we all fhould repoice te be heweis of Wood. 


Yy This 


78 
This nobleman, by conniving at certain venal 
practices refpefting the fale of places, and the- 
money of fuitors depofited with the mafters of 
Chancery, had incurred fo much cenfure, that 
he found it neceffary to refign the great feal in 
the beginning of January *. 

Qn the ninth of the following month, the king 
difpatched a meffage to the commons, inform- 
ing them, that his majefty having reafon to ap- 
prehend, that the fuitors in the court of Chancery 
were in danger of lofing a confiderable fum of 
money, from the infufficiency of fome of the 
‘matters, thought himfelf obliged to take the 
moft fpeedy and effeftual methods the law 
would permit, for enquiring into the ftate of 
the mafters’ accounts, and fecuring their effects 
for the benefit of the fuitors; and his majefty 
having had feveral reports laid before him, in 
purfuance of the dire€tions he had given, had 
ordered thofe reports to be communicated to 
the houfe, that they might have as full and as 
perfect a view of this important affair, as the 
thortnefs of the time, and the circumftances 
and nature of tke proceedings would admit. 

Thefe papers being examined by the houfe, 
fir George Oxenden obferved, that it evidently 
appeared, from the reports, which his majefty 
fubmitted to their infpe€tion, and which had 
been ftated by perfons of unqueftionable abilities, 
and undoubted integrity, that enormous abufes 
had crept into the high court of Chancery, 
chiefly through the improper conduét of the 
magittrate, who had prefided in that court, and 
whofe duty it confequently was to prevent fuch 
mifmanagement: that the mifdemeanors of the 
Jate lord chancellor was numerous and various, 
but might be reduced to the following heads: 
that he had embezzled, or fuffered his officers to 
embezzle, the eftates and effe€is of many wi- 
dows, orphans, and lunatics: that he had raifed 


* A.D. 1725. 

+ The earl fhortened the time of his imprifonment bya 
{peed) payment of the fine, by which he wa. not abfo- 
lucely impoveriibed J hat fum was afigned by the de 
fire of the peers, tothe relief of thofe fuitors who had 
been in; ofeu on by the mafters in Chancery. 

t f..e pet tion beng read, Mr. Wa:pole faid, he wa: 
fully convinced, that the petit: ner had fuffidiently aroned 
for his pefi erences, and deferved the favour of that houfe, 
fq sar as to enable jum to en,oy the family mheritance, 
which was fetiled on him; and which, according to the 


ete one 
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the offices of mafters in‘Chancery to ah exor- 
bitant price; depofiting in their hands, large 
fums of money belonging to fuitors, that they 
might be enabled to comply with his extrava- 
gant demands: and that, in feveral cafes, he 
had made very irregular orders. He therefore 
moved, that Thomas earl of Macclesfield, fhould 
be impeached of high crimes and’ mifdemeae 
nors. 

He was fupforted by Mr. Strickland, and 
Mr. Doddington, one of the Jords of the trea- 
fury; and, though oppofed by Mr. Pulteney, 
the queftion was carried for the impeachment, 
by a confiderable majority. 

The earl was accordingly impeached at the 
bar of the upper houfe: a committee was ap- 
pointed to prepare the articles: and a bill was 
brought in to indemnify the mafters of Chancery 
from the penalties of the law, againft buying 
and felling of offices; on their difcovering what 
confideration they had paid for their admiffion 
to their refpettive places. The trial continued 
twenty-days: the earl was convited of fraudu- 
lent pra€tices; condemned in a fine of thirty 
thoufand pounds, and ordered to be imprifoned 
till the payment of that fum. He was imme- 
diately committed to the Tower, where he con- 
tinued about fix weeks; but upon his producing 
the money, he was difcharged; and fir Peter 
King, created baron of Oakham, fucceeded him 
in the office of chancellor. 

On the twentieth of April, a petition was pre- 
fented to the commons, by lord Finch, in be- 
half of Henry St. John, lord vifcount Boling- 
broke, praying that he might be allowed, not- 
withitanding his attainder, to enjoy an eftate 
fettled upon him, to hold any perfonal property, 
and to inveft it in the purchafe of any eftate 
whatever f. 

A very confiderable alteration had now taken 
. place 
opinion of the beft lawyers, he could not do by virtue of 
his mayefty’s pardon, without an a@ of parliament 


He was feconded by the attorney an i folicitoi-general, 
but oppofed by Mr. Methuen comptroller of the houfe- 
hold, who obferved, that, as he had the honour to be one 
of the king’s immediat« fetvants, it might perhaps be 
thought unbecoming his {tation to appear againit a peti- 
tion, to the prefenting ot which his majefty had been gra- 
civufly pleafed to give his confent; but beirg at liberty to 
follow the diétates of his coufcicnce in this matter, he 
wouldefreely declare his opinion, that the crimes, for 
: j which 
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place on the continent. Lewis, the young king 
of Spain, dying foon after his advancement to the 
throne, his father Philip refumed the reins of 
overnment, which he had quitted; and re- 
igned himfelf entirely into the hands of the 
queen, who was a princefs of profound intrigue 
and unlimited ambition. The infanta, who had 
been married to Lewis the Fifteenth of France, 
was fo difagreéable to her hufband, that he could 
not be prevailed on to conftimmate his nup- 
tials; and as the whole French nation was 
alarmed with the apprehenfion of a civil war, in 
cafe of his dying without male iffue, he re- 
folyed, with the advice of his council, to fend 
her back to Madrid, whither fhe was accord- 
ingly attended by the marquis de Monteleone, 
and Patrick Lawlefs, the pretender’s agent. 

The queen of Spain was fo highly enraged at 
this infult offered to her daughter, that the dif- 
miffed mademoifelle de Beaujollois, one of the 
regent’s daughters, who had been contraéted to 
her fon, Don Carlos, Not fatisfied with giving 
this proof of her difpleafure, fhe formed a re- 
folution, that the French fhould have no farther 
concern with the affairs of Spain; and as the 
congrefs of Cambray had proved ineffeCtual, 
fhe offered to compromife her differences with 
the emperor under the fole mediation of Great 
Britain. This was an honour, which king 
George declined. He was unwilling to take 
any ftep which might interrupt the harmony 
fubfifting between him and the court of Ver- 
failles: he was defirous of difuniting for ever 
the two branches of the Bourbon family: and 
he plainly perceived, that the emperor was, by 
no means, inclined to refer the difputes to his 
arbitration. 

The queen of Spain, difappointed in this at- 
tempt, poe a private negociation to the 
court of Vienna, which readily accepted the 
offer, The conferences were immediately open- 
ed, and conduéted under the direCtion of the 


which the petitioner flood attainted, were fo heinous, fo 
flagrant, and of fodeep adye, as not to admit of any ex- 
pralion or a onement; anu whatever he might have done 
to: eferve his majefty’s private grace and pardon, he was 
wholly unworthy of any national fav: ur. 

§ Tojtuve sis affertion, he :ecapitula ed every part of 
hiv mal- uminftration during the late re gn: his clandef- 
tins negociation of peace ; his infolent bebaviour to the 
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baron de Ripperda, a native of Holland, who 
had renounced the Proteftant religion, and en- 
gaged in the fervice of his Catholic majefty. 

By the treaty of peace which was figned at 
Vienna on the thirtieth of April, the emperor 
acknowledged Philip as king of Spain and the 
Indies, and promifed not to moleft him in the 
poffeffion of thofe dominions which were fe- 
cured to him by the treaty of Utrecht. Philip 
renounced all pretenfions to the dominions in 
Italy and the Netherlands. Charles granted the 
inveftiture of the dukedoms of Tufcany, Parma, 
and Placentia, to the eldeft fon of the queen. 
of Spain, on the failure of heirs, in the prefent 
poffeffors, as mafculine fiefs of the empire, and 
Spain guarantied the Auftrian fucceffion, ac- 
cording to the pragmatic fanétion.* 

In this treaty there was nothing that could 
give offence to any of the powers of Europe. 
But with refpect to the treaty of commerce, the 
cafe was very different. By this agreement the 
Auftrian fubje€ts were entitled to advantages in 
trade with Spain, which were not granted to 
any other nation. Philip propofed to guaranty 
the Oftend Eaft India company, and to pay an- 
annual fubfidy of four millions of pieces of 
eight to the emperor. Large fums were re- 
mitted to Vienna, amounting nearly to one mil- 
lion fterling: the Imperial forces were aug- 
mented with an additional body of fixty thou- 
fand men: and other powers were {folicited to 
engage in this alliance, to which the court of 
Ruflia a€tually acceded. Befides thefe public 
engagements which of themfelves, were fuffi- 
cient to alarm the jealoufy of the king of Eng- 
land, there were other articles of a private, and 
of a ftill more dangerous nature. To coun- 
teract the defigns of thefe new allies, king 
George proje€ted a defenfive treaty between 
England, France, and Pruffia. This alliance, to 
continue for the term of fifteen years, was ne- 
gociated and concluded at Hanover in the 


members of the grand all‘ance; his facrificing the intereft 
of the whole confederacy; and finally his intention to de- 
feat the Proteflant fuceetiion, and advance the pretender to 
the throne of thefe kingdoms. He was fupported by lord 
William Powlet and Mr. Onflow; but, notwithftan..ing 
all their obje€tions, a bill was prepared agreeable to the 
petition, paffed both houfes, and foon after received the 
royal aflent. 


month 
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month of September*, ‘It contained a mutual 
guaranty of the dominions poffefled by the con- 
tracting parties, their rights and privileges, 
thofe of commerce in particular, with an en- 
gagement to procure fatisfa€tion to the Protef- 
tants of Thorn, who had been oppreffed by the 
Papifts, contrary to the treaty of Oliva, 

e king having taken thefe neceffary pre- 
cautions at Hanover, fet out on his return for 
England; embarked at Helvoetfluys on the firft 
of Januaryt; and after having encountered a 
moft furious and terrible ftorm, landed with 

at difficulty at Rye, whence he proceeded by 
and to London. The parliament being affem- 
bled on the twentieth of the fame month, the 


king, in his fpeech to both houfes, informed : 
belonging to the crown of great Britain. The 


them that the diftreffed condition of fome of 
their Proteftant brethren abroad, and the nego- 
ciations and engagements entered into by fome 
foreign ftates, which feemed to have laid the 
foundations of new troubles and difturbances in 


* About this time was ereGled Guy’s hofpital, at the 
fole expence of Mt Thomas Guy, formerly a bookfeller 
in London, afterwards member of parliament for Tam- 
worth, who left two hundred thoufand pounds for the 
fupport of that charitable eftablifhment. 

On the futh of December, the princefs of Wales was 
delivered of a princefs, baptifed by the name of Louifa, 
and afterwards married to the king of Denmark. 

About the fame periou the king revived the order of 
the knights of the Bath. confifting of thirty aght in num- 
ber§, and fir Robert Walpole, who had been one ot the 
revived knights of the Bath, was foon afterwards honour- 
ed with the order of the Garter. 

The duke of Wha:ton having ruined his fortune by riot 
and diflipation, repaired to the court of Vienna, whence 
he proceedcd te Rone, and offered his fervice to the pre- 
tender, where he received the order of the garter, and 
the title of duke of Northumberland, He was difpatch- 

-ed by the pretender, with credentials to the court of 
Madrid, where king George was no fuoner informed of 
his arrival, than he fent a meflenger with a letter under 
the privy-feal commanding him, upon his allegiance, to 
return immediately to England. This letter being de- 
livered to him,.as he rede through the ffreets in a coach, 
he violently exclaimed againft the infolence of a Britith 
officer in executing a fiummons upon him within fight 
of his Catholic majefty’s e. He even threatened 
to prefent a memurial on the fubje@ to the court of Spain, 


§ This order of knighthood was founded by Richard 11. 
From the cugom of bathing, ufed as an initiatory ceremony, 
the denomination of the bath wgs applicd to the inpitution. 

The death of the duke rf Oricans wus digingui~hed by « 

fegelat coreumflance. Hating negleéied’ his yjual time 
of Weeding, he was ftized aith an apoplexy, in the arms of 
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Europe had obliged him to concert, with other 
powers, fuch meafures as might tend to check 
the ambitious views of thofe, who were endea« 
vouring to render themfelves formidable; and 
impede the further progrefs of {uch dangerous 
defigns: that, witli this view, he had entered 
into a defenfive alliance with the kings of France 
and Praffia, to which feveral other powers, and 
particularly the States General, had been invited 
to accede; and he doubted not of their readinefs 
to give their concurrence. 

oratio Walpole moved for an addrefs to his 
wae approving the alliance he had conclud- 
ed at Hanover; and promifing to fupport him 
againft all infults and attacks which might be 
made upon any of his territories, though not 


addrefs was accordingly voted and prefented; 
and another of fimilar import, was delivered by” 
the houfe of lords in a body f. 
Fortunately for the happinefs of mankind, fir 
Robert 
and demand juftice againft the Englith meflenger; but 
Philip having received private information of the affair, 
abfolutcly refufed to mterpofe his authority. The duke 


afterwards abjured the Proteftant religion, married a lady 


of the queen of Spain’s bed-chamber, and obtained the 
rank and appointment of a heutenant-colonel in the 
Spanih fervice. 

+ A. D. 1726. 

t A bill was brought in, impowering the commiffioners 
of the treafury to compound with Mr. Richard Hampden 
late treafurer of the navy, for a debt duc from him to the 
crown, amounting to forty-eight thoufand pounds. This 
deficiency was occafioned by his engaging in the South 
Sea fcheme. The king recommended his petition; and 
the houfe con plied with his requeft, in confideration of 
his great area the celebrated John Hampden, 
who made fuch a noble ftand againft the arbitrary impo- 
fit‘on of fhip-money in the commencement of the civil 
war, and fell the firft vi@tim mn the glorious caule of lis 
berty. 
About this time died Philip duke of Orleans, regent 
of France|], one of the molt elegant, accomplifhed, ana 
difiprted men of his time. As a prince, he poffefed 
great talents for government, which he did not fail to 
exert during his adminiftration. Noiwithfanaing his 
precarious ion, he governed France with a more 
abfolste contro! than any minifter fince cardinal Riche- 
liew, and took feveral important fteps for the benefit of 


the duchefs de Talarais, and inftantly expired. Auguftus II, 

king of Poland, when informed of this circumpunce, pro- 

and wantonly exclaimed, in the words f riptare, 

 O may | die the death of this juft men?” alluding to his 

poylng at once the debt of nature and the debt of love. Mew. 
de Brandenburgh, tom. ii, Ruffell’s Mod, Eur. v, 17. 
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after ACT, poffe 
polition equally [ecipst with that-of Fleury, 
confequence of tht eingidibg mildnels of tem- 
» the repofe of was continued, with 
Title interruption, fac .almott twenty years: dur- 
ing which time, feveralitreaties were negociated 
hetwetn its different kiagdogis and flates, for 
fecuring more effeftually, as was pretended, the 
objeGts of the quadruple alliance, and the ba- 
lance of r, One. of thefe naar con- 
cluded privately at Vienna, between the em- 
naa and the Spanifh ieignaigata yap the jea- 
oufy of e I. who. was apprehen- 
fions for the fafety pf-fis, German dominions, 
as well as of fome fécret article in favour of 
the pretender, many of whofe adherents were 
then entertained at the court of Madrid. It 
alfo gave offence to the French and Dutch, asit 
indulged the fubjeGte-of the houfe of Auftria with 
greater advantages in their trade with Spain, 
than thofe enjoyed by any other nation*: and 
it guaranteed a new Eaft India company, lately 
eftablifhed at Oftend, which France, England, and 
Holland, were equally defirous of fuppreffing. 
To countera& the treaty of Vienna, another 
was concluded at Hanover +, between the three 
offended powers, and the kings of Pruffia, Den- 


the kingdom; but his own libertine example, and the 
neceffity of inducing the oppreffed people to forget their 
miferies in a perpetual round of amufements, introduced 
an univerfal corruption of manners, which fpread itfelf 
even to foreign nations. He was fucceeded in the ad- 
miniftration by the’ duke of Bourbon; but the king 
being now of age, no longer required a regent, This 
minifter was foon fupplanted by cardinal Fleury, a man 
of a pacific difpofition, who had been preceptor to 
Lewis XV. and who at the advanced age of feventy- 
three, took upon him the cares of government. 

* Count Konigfeck, the Imperial ambaffador at the 
court of Madrid, had procured thefe advantageous con- 
ditions for his mafter Charles VI, by flattering the queen 
of Spain with a profpe& af a match between her fon 
Don Carlos, and the arch-duchefs Maria Therefa, heirefs 
to all the extenfive dominions of the houfe of Autftria. 
Mem. de Brantenburgh, tom. ii. 
> + George, to fortify himfelf againft the impending 
fiorm rey peer ae oprrenens wet the 

° prevéiled an n en to 
accede to’the treaty of Hlanaver ; to furnith, asa member 
of that alliance, a body af five thoufand men; and to 
hold in readinefs ee belly of ten thoufand 
troops, in confider @ Gibfidy of fifty thoufand 

Vou. Ill, No. 94, - 


181 


mark, and. Sweden, Overawed by this formi- 
dable confederacy, the emperor and the king of 
Spain remained quiet. The king of Great Bri- 
tain, however, fitted out three confiderable {qua- 
drons, one of which he difpatched to the Weft 
Indies, under admiral Hofier, who had orders 
to block up the Spanifh galleons in the harbour 
of Porto Bello, and to feize them, if they at- 
tempted to come out. In cruizing off that 
inhofpitable coaft, where he was reftrained from 
obeying the diGtates of his courage, the greater 
part of his officers and men fell vitims to the 
difeafes of the climate §; his thips received great 
injury from the worms, and he himfelf is fup- 
pofed to have died of a broken heart. 
The-Spaniards, to refent this infult, laid fiege 
to Gibraltar, but without fuccefs; and a recon- 
ciliation was foon after brought about, through 
the mediation of France. It was agreed that the 
charter of the Oftend Eaft India company fhould 
he fufpended for feven years; that the ftipula- 
tions in the quadruple alliance, but particularly 
thofe which related to the fucceffion of Don 
Carlos to the duchies of Parma, Placenza, and 
Tufcany fhould be fulfilled; and that all the 


differences thoulihe adjufted by a congrefs. 
This congrefs, h was held at Soiffons, pio- 
duced the treaty of Seville, by which all caufes 
of difpute were removed]. 


As 


pounds for three years, to be rem’tted in half yearly pay- 
ments. He concluded a frefh treaty with the hing of 
Denmark, who undertook to provide twenty-four thou- 
fand auxiharies, on account of a fubfidy of three hundred 
and fifty thoufand rix-dollars for four years, to be paid by 
the king of France. 

‘The proportions of troops to be fent into the field, im 
cafe of a rupture, were afcertained and determined, 
His Britannic majefty engaged for twenty-four thoufand 
men, and a ftrong fleet to be fent into the Baltic. He 
made a convention with, prince of Hefle Caffel, who 
promifed to furnith cig Rratand infantry and four thou. 
fand cavalry, in confideration of feventy-five thoufand 

ounds to be paid by Great Britain immediately towards 
evying and equipping thefe forces, and fifty thoufand 
pounds more in cafe they fhould be required; befides their 
pay and fubfiftence. 

} He arrived at the baflimentos, in the beginning of 
June; but before he reached Porto Bello, the treafure, 
amounting to twenty-fix millions of poe of eight, had 
been carried back to Pandma, in confequence of an order 
fent by an advice boat, which had got the ftart of Hoficr. 

§ A. D. 1727, 

‘ | At length all parties ed to twelve preliminary 
articles, which were figned in May, at Paris, by the mi- 
; Zz nifless 
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As his majefty had not vifited his German 
dominions for upwards of two years, he re- 
folved to embrace the prefent opportunity of 
enjoying that pleafure, and performing what he 
conceived to be his indifpenfible duty. Having 
appointed a regency, he embarked at Green- 
wich on the third of June, and Janding in Hol- 
land on the feventh proceeded on his journey 
to Hanover. On the ninth he arrived at Delden 
between ten and eleven at night, and apparently 
in perfeét health. 

After eating a hearty fupper, and enjoying a 
night’s repofe, he refumed his journey about 
four in the morning. Between eight and nine 
he ordered the coach to ftop, and perceiving one 
of his hands to hang motionlefs, faid, in a kind 

of furprife, “ I cannot move this hand!” Mr. 
Fabrice, who attended him in the coach, rubbed 
it carefully, but without producing any falutary 
effect. He therefore called the furgeon, who 
followed on horfeback, and who began to rub 
it with fpirits. In the mean time, the king’s 
eyes began to flare, his mouth to be diftorted, 
and his tongue to fwell to fuch a degree, that be 
was deprived of the faculty of fpeech. A fit 
of the palfy at that inftantyfeized him; and 
though he recovered a liftle by opening a 
vein, he foon after became lethargic, and was 
conveyed in a ftate of infenfibility to Ofnaburgh, 
where he expired on Sunday the eleventh of 
June, in the fixty-eighth vear of his age, and in 
the thirteenth of his reign *. 

Such was the fudden difolution of George 
the Firft, who, in the principal circumttances 
of his lite, may be juftly contidered as thé moft 
fortunate prince either of the Jatt or the then 
exifting century. This happy career, which is 
frequently the reward of virtue, and as fre- 


nifters of the allies, and afterwards at Vienna, by the 
Imp ‘rial and Spanith ambafladors, They imported, tuat 
holtiatues fhould immediately ceafe: that the feveral 
powers ‘hould continue in the full enjoyment of all ght. 
and postions fecured to them by former treaties: and 
that a cougrefs thould be opened in four months at Ais. 
la-Chayall:, for adjufting all differences, and eftablithing 
the asa of Europe. This congrefs was afterwards 
trank reed to S:1 Tons ter the « nveniency of the French 
uinufters, whofe prefenc - was neceffary at court. 

The fiege of Gibraltar was raifed after it had conti- 
nued four months, Carng which, about half the Spanith 
urmy was deftroycd by ilaugnter or difeafe; while the 
sci. of the gurrifea did not anuunt to tour buadsed men. 
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quently the effect of prudence, attended him as 
well before, as after his acceffion fo the crown of 
Great Britain. The eftablifhment of the elec- 
toral dignity in his family, was a work, which, 
though begun by his father, was finally accom- 
plifaed by himfelf. A large accéffion of terri- 
tory attached to him, by his fucceeding to the 
duchy of Zell, by which he became one of the 
gteateft princes in Germany. The duchies of 
Bremen and Verden, and the bifhopric of Of- 
naburg confiderably ftrengthened his intereft in 
the empire, and gave’ an additional weight te 
the Proteftant caufe. 

That he-was a favourite of fortune, appeared 
in nothing more remarkable, than in the removal 
of thofe feemingly invincible obftacles, which 
impeded his acccflion to the throne of thefe 
kingdoms, and alfo threatened him with the de- 
privation of that dignity, after he had obtained 
it. 

He had given a proof of his talents for go- 
vernment before he exercifed them in this king- 
dom. Naturally inclined to juftice and equity, 
thorgh abfolute and defpotic in his hereditary 
dominions, he ruled with all the Jenity and mo- 
deration of a limited monarch. He confidered 
civil and religious liberty as the unalienable right 
of mankind, and therefore imparted ‘it to a peo- 
ple, who pleaded no other claim to it than his 
known benignity and humanity. Poffeffed of 
thefe generous and noble fentiments, though 
his acceflion to the Britith throne enlarged his 
{phere of a€tion, it occafioned no alteration in his 
plan of conduét. It was invariably the fame, 
both before and after his advancement to that 
dignity. Lefs tenacious of his own prerogative, 
than of the rights and privileges of his fubjeéts, 
as he never made any attacks upon the latter, 


The court of Madrid, however, flaited fome new diffi- 
culties, and for fuine time refufed to confent to the retti-« 
tution of the Prince Frederic, the Englifiy South Sea 
thip, which had been detained at La Vera Cruz, im the 
Wet Indies; fir Charles ‘Wager, therefore, continued 
tu cruize on the coaft of Spa.n, alter raifing dhe fiege 
of Gibraltar. But thefe obfirudtions were removed in 
the fequel. : 

He died in the palace of Erneft Auguftus, bifhop of 
Ofnaburg, his only furviving brother; a prince of an 
amiable charaQer, whofe lamented death happened in the 
following year. The royal remains were conveyed to 
Hanover, and depofited among thofe of his family. 


no 
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no encroachments were ever attempted upon 
the former. 

The affeGtion of bis people he confidered as 
the firmeft fupport and fecurity of his throne. 
Confcious, that, under an arbitrary and tyran- 
nical government, the ty of the fubject is. 
not in more danger than the life of the fove- 
reign, he wifely rejeéted the infiquous advice of 
thofe, who endeavoured to obtain his favour, 
by the profeffion of an obedience which they 
could never practice, and which has always 
proved fatal to fuch princes as have adopted it. 
Thofe he regarded as his bef and mood fleady 


he 
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friends, who freely and impartially acquainted 
him with the genuine principles of the Britith 
conftitution, and advifed him to regulate his 
conduét according to thefe maxims. To their 
counfel he prudently attended, and invariably 
adhered through the whole courfe of his happy 
reign*. It may, without adulation, be affirmed, 
that no prince was ever better qualified to fway 
the fceptre over a free and a Proteftant people; 
nor ever exercifed the virtues of a great and vir- 
tuous governor with mote diftinguifhed ability, 
or more uninterrupted fuccefs tf. 


GEORGE IL A.D. 1727. 


Ce T. was fucceeded by his fon 
George II. whofe acceflion made no al- 
teration in the fyftem of Britifh politics, The 
adminiftration was wifely continued in the hands 
of the Whigs, the only true friends to the Pro- 
teftant fucceflion, orto the principles of the 
Revolution. On the fourteenth of June, his 
majefty declared in council, that he was firmly 
refolved to maintain the religion, Jaws, and li- 
berties of the kingdom, and to adhere to the 
alliances, which his father had contra¢ted, and 
which had contributed in a great meafure, to 
reftore the tranquillity of Europe. On the fol- 
lowing day the parliament met, in purfuance 
of the aét of the fourth of queen Anne; but 
was prorogued, by commiflion, to the twenty- 
feventh of the month. lis majefty’s fpeech, at 
the opening of the feflion, gave an early fpe- 
cimen of that paternal care, which he.ever after 
exerted for the happinefs and welfare of his 
people, and of his tender regard for their rights, 
privileges, and pofleffions. It appeared, how- 


* He is thus laconically charaéterized by Mr. Ruffel. 
-—“ He wasa prudent and virtuous prince, whofe at- 
*‘ tachment to bis German dominions, which hay been 
“ much magnified, was made ufe of by the Tories to 
“ render him odious to the Englith nation.” AZod, Eur. 


v. 19, 
t Gcorge the Firft married Sophia Dorothy, daughter 
4 


ever, that his plan of internal government would 
be fimilar to that of his father, and that he was 
determined to purfue fimilar fteps with regard 
to foreign alliances. 

Addrefles of condolence and congratulation 
having been prefented, the commons, in a 
committee of the whole houfe, took into con- 
fideration a motion for the eftablifhment of the 
civil lift. Sir Robert Walpole obferved, that 
the annual fum of feven hundred thoufand 
pounds, whick had been fettled on the late 
king, had annually fallen fhort; that the houfe 
had been obliged to fupply the deficiencies; 
and that his prefent majefty’s expences would 
unavoidably increafe, on account of the accu- 
mulation of his family. He therefore moved, 
that the entire revenues of the civil lift, which: 
produced about eight hundred and thirty thou- 
fand pounds, fhould be fettled on the king 
during his life. 

This motion, was violently oppofed by all the 
anti-courtiers, particularly by Mr. Shippen, who 


and heirefs of the duke of Zell, oH whom he had his fon 
and fucceffor George the Second, and a daughter who 
became queen of Pruffia. She died on the fecond of No- 
vember of the preceding year, at the caftle of Ahlen, in 
the eletorate of Brunfwick, where fhe had been contined 
for feveral years. The king's body was conveyed to Ha- 
nover, and repofited among his anccfiois, had 
a 


184 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


had made it an invariable maxim, for feveral | charged-upon the revenues of the civil litt, te. 


years, to {peak indifcriminately againft all mi- 
nifterial meafures., He launched out into high 
encomiums on the frugality and integrity of 
queen Anne’s adminifiration, and drew a pa- 
rallel between that and the prefent government, 


which was, by no means, in favour -of the - 


latter*, 

His arguments would, at any other time, 
have been both anfwered and refuted; but, as 
the miniftry, were defirous rather of healing than 
extending divifions, the houfe came to an una- 
nimous refolution to grant his majefty the fame 
civil lift, which his father had enjoyed. A bill 
Was prepared for this purpofe; and at its {e- 
cond reading, a meffage was delivered from the 
king, deliring the houfe would make further 
provition for the queen, his confort, in cafe of 
‘his majefty’sdemife. The fuccefs of this meffage 
was confidered as the touchftone of the minifter’s 
power; nor did it remain long in fufpence: the 
commons, having taken the requeft into confi- 
deration, refolved, that, if the fhould furvive his 
majefty, the annual fum of one hundred thou- 
fand pounds fhould be fettled upon her for life, 


* The fame Tory faction, which had fu frequently at 
tempted to thwart the meafures, and overturn thethrone, 
of tie Firft George, continued their violent oppofition 
in parhament, during the more earls part of the reign of 
George I]. The heads of this faction were, fir William 
Wy ndham, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hungerford, andothers, who 
being men of great talénts, were foon joined by certain 
cifyutted courtiers, of equal, if not fuperior talents, who 
expected, by fuck coalition, to humble their fuccefsful 
rivals, and get into their own hands the higheft employ- 
ments of the fiate. Mr. Pulteney, reputed the fineft 
fpeaker of the houfe of commons, and lately a member 
of aiminifiration, already made one of their namber. 
Lord Carteret, and the earl of Chefterfield, the moft dif- 
tinguifhed orators in the houfe of peers, afterwards 
joined the phalanx. This powerful body, by continually 
oppofing the meafures of government, and paflionately 
railing againft continental connexions, foon acquired 
pleat pepularity, and at laft becaine formidable to the 
throne. ‘The patriotic, or country patty, a» the members 
in cppofition affected to call themfelves, were always 
predicting beggary and ruin in the midft of the mof 
protuund peace, and the higheft national profperity; and 
a fmall ftanding army, which it was thought prudent to 
kvep up, was reprefented as an engine of defpotifm. 
The liberties of the a le were believed by many to be 
in danger. ~ But thofe tke cles or at leaft the freedom of 
the conftituttun, has fuffered more from a pernicious 
{sftem of domeftic policy, which that violent oppofition 
at firft made neceflary, than from the fo-mach-dreaded 
miitary eftablifhment. 


ether with his majefty’s palace of Somerfet 

oufe, and the lodge and lands of Richmond 
Old Park. A bill was framed, agreeable to this 
refulutien, which, as well as the other, paffed 
both houfes, and received the royal affent, on the 
feyenteenth of July; when-the king, in a fhort 
fpeech to both houfes, expreffed his fatisfaftion 
with their conduct; thanked them for the pro- 
vifion they had made for the fupport of his fa- 
mily and houfehold; and congratulated them 
upon the wealth and glory of the nation, by - 
which it had acquired fuch weight in holding the 
balance of Europe. The lord chancellor then 
prorogued the parliament to the twenty-ninth of 
Augutt: but, on-the feventh of that month, it 
was diffolved by proclamation, and writs were 
iffued for convoking another. 

In the mean time, his majefty proceeded to 
fettle his minoiftry, his council, and Bis houfe- 
hold; and his manner of filling up the feveral 
vacancies in thefe feveral departments, plainly 
evinced that he was refolved to give the pre- 
ference to the triends of his family, and of public 
liberty. ‘The duke of Newcaftle, and lord 


When the wheels of government are clogged, and the 
machine rendered almoft ftationary, by the arts of an am- 
bitious faction, the whole influence of the crown mult 
be employed to accclerate their motion. The force of 
oppofition muft be broken: its ableft members mutt be 
drawn over to the fide of royalty, by the emoluments of 
office or the {plendor of titles; by the highcft honours 
and employments of the ftate. If thiscannot be effected ; 
if the heads of oppofition cannot be taught filence, or in- 
duced to change fides, without a total change of admini- 
ftration, the king muft either refign his minifter, or that 
minifter muft fecure & majority in the national affembly 
by other means. No minifter ever underftood thefe means 
better than fir Robert Walpole. Poffefled of great abi- 
lities, and utterly deftitute of principle, he made no 
fcruple of employing the money voted by parliament, 
to corrupt its members. Having difcovered that almoft 
every man had his price, he bought many; and,.to gain 
more, he let loofe the wealth of the treafury at elections. 
The fountain of liberty was poifoned in its fource. 

Some men of patriotic principles have fondly imagin- 
ed, that a good minifter muft always be able to command 
fuch a majority, merely by the rectitude of his meafures ; 
but experience has evinced, that in faétious times, all 
the weight of government is often neceflary to carry 
even the beft meafures. 

To deftroy Britith liberty,” fays lord Bolingbroke, 
‘«‘ with an army of Britons, is not a meafure fo fure of 
** fuccefs as fome people may believe, To corrupt the 
“ parliament is a flower but a more effeCtual method.” 
Differt, on Parties, \ctter x, 

Townfend 
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Townfend, were declared fecretaries of ftate: 
Mt. Pelham, the duke’s brother, was nominated 
fecretary at war. The duke of Rutland was 
conftituted chancellor of the duchy of Lancatter. 
Sir Robert Walpole retained the offices of chan- 
eellor of the exchequer, and firft lord of the 
treafury; and, by the coalition of thefe two im- 
portant appointments in his perfon, was confi- 
dered as prime-minifter of ftate. The other 
lords of the treafury were, fir Charles Turner, fir 
George Oxenden, Mr. Doddington, and Mr. 
Clayton, Lord Torrington was placed at the 
head of the board of admiralty, the other mem- 
bers of which were, lord Malpas, fir John 
Norris, fir Charles Wager, fir Thomas Littleton, 
Mr. Cockburn, and Mr. Molyneux. The earl 
of Chefterfield was fele€ted as ambaffacor to 
the States General, and lord Carteret obtained 
the place of lord lieutenant of Ireland. On 
the eleventh of O&tober, the coronation of the 
king and queen was performed at Weftminfter, 
with the ufual folemnity. 

In the mean time, the eleQions for the new 
parliament, were proceeding on, throughout the 
whole kingdom, with great vigour and dif- 
patch, and every where fucceeded in favour of 
the miniftry. The two houfes meeting on the 
twenty-third of January*, the commons chofe 
for their {peaker, Arthur Onflow, efquire, knight 
of the fhire for Surry, a gentleman of diftin- 
guifhed abilities, and unblemithed is a ; 
grave, eloquent, venerable, and in all refpeéts 
qualified for the difcharge of that important 
office, to which he was now advanced. The 
king, in his fpeech to the parliament, obferved, 
that he was very fenfible of the difagreeable 
fituation in which their affairs were at prefent 
placed, and fincerely regretted the inconve- 
niences of a war attending his fubjects, without 
having an opportunity of refenting the injuries 
they had fuftained; or gaining, in return, any 
of thofe advantages, which the vigorous profe- 
cution of fo juft a caufe, and the ficcel of his 


* A.D. 1728. 


+ The king amufed himfelf, during the feffion, with a. 


tour to Newmarket, which produced a vifit tu the uni- 

verfity of Cambridge. Befo.e the prorogation, he aug- 

mented the number of peers, by enobling four knights of 

‘the bath, Hobart, Monfon, Coke, and Wentworth, the 

two laft of whom received the titles of Lovel and Malton, 
Vou, III. No. 95, : 
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arms, might probably have fecured to them: 

that many difficulties had occurred to impede 

the execution of the preliminaries; and, though 

there was reafon to believe that the congrefs 

would foon be opened, and all obftruétions re- 

moved, it was abfolutely neceffary to continue 

their warlike preparations. That he was ex- 

tremely defirous of reducing the national ex- 

pences, and would iy in fo neceffary and 

important a work, as foon as the intereft of his 

people would permit: that he begged leave to 

recommend to their confideration, the increafe 

and encouragement of feamen in general, that 

they might be invited, rather than compelled, 
to enter 4nto the fervice of their country: that 
he -hoped they would make an addition to- 
the fund of Greenwich hofpital; and proceed 
in all their deliberations, with unanimity, zeal, 
and difpatch. 

Loyal and affe€tionate addreffes having beer 
prefented by both houfes, the commons took 
into confideration the eftimates for the enfuing 
year, and granted the {Wpplies, but not till after 
a violent altercation had taken place, 

On the fourth of May, fir Paul Methuen, 
treafurer of the houfehold, delivered a meffage 
from his majefty to parliament, defiring they 
would advance him a fum of money, to enable 
him to fulfil the engagements he had contraéted, 
with the advice and concurrence of the laft par- 
liament. This meflage was produtive of a long 
and intemperate debate, but, notwithftandine 
all the efforts of the oppofition, it was carried 
by a majority of two hundred and thirty-feven 
againft one hundred and one, that his majefty’s 
requeft fhould be granted, and a vote of credit 
was accordingly paffed for that purpofe. f. 

About this time, the Proteftant intereft in 
Germany fuftained a confiderable lofs, by the 
death of his royal highnefs, Erneft Auguftus, 
bifhop of Ofnatturgh, duke of York and Al- 
bany, and only furviving brother of George the 


Firftf. 
The 


t He wasa prince of a moft amiable difpofition, and, 
though reigning over a country inhabited almoft equally 
by Papifls and Proteftants, he approved himfelf, during 
the whole courfe of bis adminiftration, the common father 
of all his people. It is remarkable, that, notw ithftanding 
his inconfiderable revenue, and the {plendor ot his court, 
which was always fuitable to his rank and quality, he 

3A was 
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The congrefs opened at Soiffons for adjufting 
the differences among the powers of Europe, 
proved ineffe€tual. Such obftacles and objec- 
tions were ftarted by the feveral plenipoten- 
tiaries, particularly by thofe of Spain, that the 
contrating parties in the alliance of Tanover, 

_ propofed a provifional treaty, concerning which 
no definitive anfwer was yet given by the courts 
of Vienna and Madrid. The fate of Europe, 
therefore, continued in fufpenfe: the Englith 
fleet Jay inactive in the Weft Indies: the failors 
perifhed in great numbers, without daring to re- 
‘venge their country’s wrongs; the miniltry be- 
ing averfe to engaging ina war: and, in the 
mean time, the Spanifh guarda coftas Committed 
the meft wanton and daring depredations on the 
commerce of Great Britain. 

The queen of Spain, defirous of recovering 
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kindle a war in Europe. and plunge the nation 
into greater difficulties. 

A pamphlet had lately been circulated in fa- 
your of the minifter, and under his immediate 
countenance and infpeétion. It was fuppofed 
to bé the work of a prelate who had diftinguith- 
ed himfelf by his political tra€ts againft the Tory 
miniftry towards the conclufion of the reign of 
Anne. This pamphlet, though written with 
claffical elegance, contained fome egregious in- 
accuracies,’ which the minifter, who in matters 
of that kind was inexcufably carelefs, had fuffercd 
to pafs uncorrected. 

It was known however to be a work of au- 
thority; Mr. Thomfon and fome others of the 
court party, ventured to quote it in defence of 
the adminiftration: in particular they mentioned 
fome paflages, tending to vindicate the miniftry 


Gibraltar and Port Mahon, and procuring a fet- in the unpopular part of their conduét, in keep- 
tlement for her fon in Italy, feemed perfeétly | ing admiral Hofier’s fleet fo long ina€tive on the 


indifferent with regard to a pacification with | 


England: the had cultivated a good underttand- 
ing with France, and ftrengthened her intereft 
by a double marriage with the royal family of 
Portugal. The infanta of this houfe was betroth- ! 
ed to the prince of Afturias, while the Spanifh | 
intanta, formerly affanced to the French king, 
was now beftowed upon the prince of Brazil, 
eldeft fon of his Portuguefe majefty. 

The parliament of Great Britain meeting on 
the twenty-firft of January, the king, in his 
fpeech, acquainted both houfes, that the plan 
of a provitional treaty, had already been ap- 
proved by him and his allies; but that no fatis- 


faftory anfwer had yet been returned by the | 


courts of Vienna and Madrid: that this circum- | 
ftance created a flate of uncertainty, which gave 
him great uneafinefs; but he hoped they would 
believe, that nothing, but a regard for the in- 
tereft of his people, could have prevailed upon 
him, rather to fuffer fome temporary inconve- 
niences with the daily profpett of obtaining a 
faie and honourable peace, than precipitately to 


was fo guod an ceconomift, as to leave behind him, at 
his deatn, one hundred thoufand pounds in fpecie. He 
was fucceeded in the bili pric by the ele€tor of Cologn, 
according to the pactum by which Ofpaburgh is alter- 
nately polleffed by the houfe of Brunfwick, and that 
eletior. 

{n the beginning of December, Lis majefty’s eldcft fon, 
prince Frederick, {and father of George II.) arrived in 


coafts of America. 

Nothing could be more impolitic than this 
proceeding; for, it was not only unparliamen- 
tary, but alfo gave the oppofition great ad- 
vantages. Mr. Pulteney, by expofing one pal- 
pable inconfiftency in this performance, that of 
confounding the Spanifh flotilla with the galleons, 
converted the whole of the minifterial writings 
into ridicule; and confequently weakened the 
influence, which they might otherwife have had 
upon the public. The extracts contained in 
the pamphlet, from admiral Hofier's inftruc- 
tions, and thofe of other fea officers, were decm- 
ed unfair, as the whole of their orders had not 
been exhibited. Captain, afterwards admiral 
Vernon, diftinguifhed himfelf in this debate. As 
he was thoroughly acquainted with the nature 
of the fervice, and few in the houfe being able 
to contradi& him from their own experience, he 
endeavoured to prove, that the extraéts from 
Hofier’s inftru&tions were {purious, or, if not 
seater that the inftru€tions themfelves were 
abfolutely impratticable. The oppofition were 


England from Hanover, where he had hitherto refided : 
he was introduced into the privy council, and created 
prince of Wales. Signior Como, refident from the duke 
of Parma, was ordered to quit the kingdom, his mafter 
having invited the pretender into his dominions, and 
granted bim the honours and diflinGions due to the king 
of Great Britain. : 
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@lfo affifted in this difpute by fir Jofeph Jekyll, 
mafter of the Rolls, of whofe acceflion to their 
party they were not a little vain. He was 
efteemed an upright judge, and an impartial 
fenator, His affettion for the Proteftant fuc- 
Ceffion, and the intereft of his country, was 
never called in queftion; and his profetfional 
knowledge both in law and equity was acknow- 
ledged to be great. With all thefe qualities, he 
was but a weak politician, and a very indifferent 
fpeaker, He was, however, fo much efteemed 
for his integrity and patriotifmn, that the oppofition 
thought they had gained a confiderable point in 
bringing him over to their fide. His prepoffef- 
fions in favour of the old Whig principles were 
fo ftrong, that he could not endure the thoughts 
of England’s detaching herfelf from the houfe of 
Auftria, and joining her intereft with that of 
Bourbon. This was a revolution in politics, 
which he could not comprehend, and which, in 
his opinion, endangered the conftitution of the 
kingdom, the fecurity of which, he faid, ought 
to be dearer to them than the fecurity of com- 
merce. In a word, the ableft {peakers on both 
fides, exerted their utmoft abilities in this trivial 
debate; but the queftion being at laft propofed, 
whether the addrefs fhould ftand in its original 
form, it was carried in the affirmative by a 
majority of two hundred and ninety four againft 
“eighty-feven. 

The next obje& of their attention, was the 
maintenance of twelve thoufand Heffian troops 
engaged in the fervice of great Britain. This 
meafure, however, was violently oppofed, even 
by fome of the old Whig members, who thought 
it both difgraceful and grievous to the nation. 
But notwithftanding all their objeftions, the 
houfe refolved, by a great majority, to continue 
the pay of the twelve thoufand Heffians, as 
well as the fubfidies to Sweden and Wolfen- 
buttel. 

The depredations of the Spaniards continu. 
ing, and even increafing, the anti-courtiers la- 
boured to perfuade the people, that thefe out- 


* The attention of the commons was now diverted to 
an object of a more private nature. Mr. Oglethorpe, 
having been informed of hocking cruelties and oppref- 
fions exercifed by gaolers upon their prifoners, moved 
for an examination into thefe pra@tices; and was chofen 
_ chairman of a committee appointed to enquire into the 
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rages were entirely owing to the timid and pu- 
fillanimous condu€t of the Britith miniftry, who 
were afraid of coming to a rupture with Spain. 
The truth is, the miniftry had been rather too 
backward in adopting hoftile meafures. They 
believed, indeed, and not without reafon, that- 
moft of the captures were of fuch fhips as had 
been concerned in an illicit trade; and therefore 
they thought it impolitic, on account of thefe 
veflels only, to plunge the nation into an ex- 
penfive war. It happening, however, that the 
Spaniards had taken a few fhips engaged ina 
lawful trade, the oppofition eagerly feized this 
circumftance, and improved it fo much to their 
own advantage, and the prejudice of the mi- 
nifters, that the people in general were rouzed 
with indignation. Petitions were prefented to 
the houfe of commons by the merchants of 
London, Liverpool, and Briftol, complaining of 
the interruption they had fuffered in their trade, 
for feveral years, by the depredations of the 
Spaniards in the Weft Indies. Thefe being con- 
fidered, the houfe ordered the lords of the ad- 
miralty to produce the other memorials of the 
fame kind, which they had received, that they 
might be laid before the congrefs at Soiffons ; 
and addreffed his majefty for copies of all the 
letters and inftructions which had been dif- 
patched to admiral Hofier, and thofe who fuc- 
ceeded him in the command of the Weft India 
{quadron. 

This neceffary information being obtained, 
they enquired into particulars, examined evi- 
dence, and drew up an addrefs to his majefty, 
requefting he would be gracioufly pleafed to 
exert his utmoft endeavours for preventing fuch 
depredations; for procuring juft and reafonable 
fatisfa€tion; and for fecuring to his fubjetcts the 
free exercife of commerce and navigation to and 
from the Britifh colonies in America. The king 
affured them of his readinefs to anfwer the de- 
fires and expe€tations of his people, in an affair 
of fo much importance; and they, in reply, 
thanked him for his gracious anfwer*, a 
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flatc of the gaols of the kingdom. They began with the 
Fleet Prifon, which they vifited in a body: there they 
found fir William Rich, baronet, loaded with irons, by 
order of Bambridge, the warden, to whom he had given 
fome trivial caufe of offence. They made a difcovery 
of many inhuman barbaritics practifed by that oe 
ao 
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The bufinefs of the feffion being finifhed, the 
king came to the houfe of peers on the feven- 
teenth of May, when, after a concife {peech, 
in which he fignified his intention of vifiting his 
German dominions, he ordered the chancellor to 
prorogue the parliament. 

His majefty having appointed the queen re- 
gent of the realm, fet out for Hanover on the 
twentieth of the fame month, to remove a trivial 
diffention, which had occurred between that 
electorate and the court of Berlin. Some Ha- 
noverian fubje€ts had been preffed or decoyed 
into the fervice of Pruffia; and the regency of 
Hanover had feized fome Pruffian officers by 
way of reprifal, The affair was immediately 
adjufted, under the arbitration of the dukes of 
Brunfwick and Saxe-Gotha. 

Though the congrefs at Soiffons proved inef- 
fe€tual, conferences were begun at Seville, be- 
tween the plenipotentiaries of England, France, 
and Spain; and a treaty was concluded on the 
ninth of November, importing, among other 
particulars, that all former conventions between 
Great Britain and Spain, fhould be as amply 
confirmed, as if they had been exprefsly re- 
peated. 

Such were the principal contents of the treaty 
of Seville, which, aided by other events that 


and deteéted the moft iniquitous fcenes of traud, villainy, 
and extortion. 

When the report was made by the committce, the 
houfe unanimoufly refolved, that Thomas Bambridge, 
acting Warden of the Ficet, had willully permitted fe. 
veral perfons to efcape; had been guilty af the moft no- 
torious breaches of truft, great extortions, and the higheft 
crimes and mifcemeanors in the execution of his office: 
that he had arbitrarily and unlawtully loaded with trons, 
put into dungeons, and deftroyed prifoners for debt, 
under his charge, treating them in the moft barbarous 
manner in dired’ violation of the laws of the kingdom, 

A rcfolution of the fame nature was palled aguintt 
Jchn Huggens, late Warden of the Ficet Prifon; ato 
againft James Barnes, William Pindar, John Everett, 
and Thoinas King, who had been their accomplices in 
thefe crucitics, The houfe prefented an aldrefs to the 
king defiring he would order his attorney-general to 

rofecute thefe delinquents, who were committed to 

ewgate. A bill was prepared, difabling Bambridge 
to execute the office of warden: another for the better 
regulating the Fleet Prifon; and for more effcetually pre- 
venting and punifhing arbitrary and illegal praétices of 
the warden of the faid prifon. 

A laudable attempt was made to refirain the practice 
of corruption in parliamentary clectivns, by the intro- 
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foon after happened, produced a confiderable 
change in the ftate of affairs in Europe. The 
Britith parliament meeting on the thirteenth of 
January*, the king, in his fpeech to both 
houfes, informed them, that he had concluded 
an abfolute peace with Spain, and fo far pre- 
vented the miferies and calamities infeparable 
from a war. He affured them, that the peace 
was conformable to the intention of former 
treaties, and calculated to render effectual the 
{tipulations of the quadruple alliance: and that 
fufficient provifion had been made for the in- 
demnification and future fecurity of the trading 
intereft.: 

The commons having returned to their houfe, 
the treaty of Seville+ was laid before them; 
and the court party moved for a very particular 
and joyal addrefs of thanks. This motion was 
violently oppofed by the country party, who 
propofed in general terms, to affure his majefty 
of the fleady and zealous attachment of the 
houfe to his roval perfon, government, and fa- 
mily; and of their readinefs to fupport him in 
all -meafures which fhould be neceffary for the 
honour and dignity of his crown, and for the 
intereft and weltare of his people. 

In fupport of this alteration, they threw out 
many fevere inve€tives on the fubftance of the 


duétion of a penal hill againft the givers and receivers 
of any reward whatever for a vote, or thofe who fhould 
only make an agreement for fuch recompence. ‘The 
lords augmented, to the fum of five hundred pounds, the 
fmall forfeiture impofed by the commons on thefe delin- 
quents, and improved, in other particulars, the probable 
efficacy of the bill. But this and other pi ecautions againit 
the fame evil, have been grofsly eluded by the mercenary 
fpirit of ele€tors. 

* A.D. 1730, 

¢ In confequence of the treaty of Seville, confirmed 
by another at Vienna, Don Carlos took quiet poffetfion 
of the duchies of Parma and Placenza, on the fucceffion 
becoming vacant, the emperor withdrawing his troops. 
By the treaty of Vienna, the emperor alfo agreed, that 
the Oftend company, which had given fo much offence 
to France, Eng ad and Holland, thould be totally dif- 
folved, on condition that the contra@ing powers,.in the 
treaty of Seville, fiould guaran'ee the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion, or domeflic law, by which the fucceflion to the 
hereditary dominions of the houfe of Auftria were fecured 
to the heirs female of the emperor Charles VI. if he thould 
die without male iffue, The propofal was acceded to; 
and the peace of Enrope continued undifturbed, till the 
death of Auguftus 1L king of Poland, 
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treaty, which had for fome time been fubmitted 
to the candour of the public. Sir John Hind 
Cotton, a farcaftic, though a fuperficial {peaker, 
was generally confidered as one of the chief 
Tories in the houfe, and was always eager to 
join in any oppofition to the government. He 
declared, that the miniftry had impofed upon 
his majefty in calling the peace an ab/olute cne ; 
when the moft important interefts of Great Bri- 
tain were left to a future difcuffion. The mi- 
nifter contended that the peace was abfolute; 
and that no difficulties could happen in the ex- 
ecution of it, unlefs the Spaniards and other 
powers were encouraged. to raife them, by the 
diffenfions which might occur in Great Britain. 
The queftion being at laft propounded, whether 
the addrefs fhould be drawn up in the original 
form, it was carried in the affirmative by a ma- 
jority of two hundred and fixty-two, againft one 
hundred and twenty-nine. 

When the houfe of lords took the treaty of 
Seville into confideration, a violent debate 
enfued; in which the anti-courtiers, foiled 
in point of reafoning, had recourfe to the 
ufual expedient, that of making motions. The 


ultimate refult of which was carried in favour- 


ofthe minittry. It was refolved, that the treaty 
of peace, union, and friendfhip, concluded at 
Seville, contained all the neceffary ftipulations 
for maintaining and fecuring the honour, dig- 
nity, rights and poffeffions of the crown; and 
that all due care was taken therein for the fup- 
port of the trade of the kingdom, and for re- 
pairing the loffes fuftained by the Britifh mer- 
chants. 

By this time Vandermeer, the Dutch ambaf- 
fador in Spain, had acceded to the treaty; and 
the ratification of this a&t was laid before the par- 
liament on the twenty-third of January. This 
acceffion, however, was not obtained, till their 
Britannic and moft Chriftian majefties had pre- 
vailed upon the king of Spain to join them in 
their endeavours to procure for the republic, the 
moft perfe€t fatisfaction with regard to the trade 
and navigation of the Eaft India Oftend com- 

any, and the fettlement of the affairs of Eatt 
rifeland. 

Thefe negociations gave the anti-courtiers in 
the lower houfe, a pretext for faying, the mi- 
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niftry were playing a myfterious game; in con, 
fequence of which, they moved for an addrefs 
to his majefty, entreating him to communicate 
to the houfes any engagements he might have 
contra€ted for the payment of fubfidies to foreign 
princes, or the hire of foreign troops, which had 
not already been fubmitted to their infpeétion. 
This motion, being confidered as highly in- 
decent, and implying a mean fufpicion of his 
majefty, was thrown out upon a previous quef- 
tion by a majority of two hundred, againft one 
hundred and feven. 

The commons having examined the eftimates 
for the enfuing year, voted feventcen thoufand 
feven hundred and nine men for the land fer- 
vice. They continued the fubfidies to the 
landgrave of Heffe-Caffel and the duke of Brunf- 
wic Wolfenbuttel; and to defray thefe and other 
neceffary expences, they granted the fum of 
two millions two hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds. The members of oppofition oppofed 
thefe meafures with immodcrate vehemeuce and 
warmth; but not being willing to make any 
divifion which would have expofed the weak- 
nefs of their party, they were obliged to content 
themfelves with feveral invidious motions, which 
were uniformly rejected. 

The miniftry, though perhaps juftifiable in 
conduéting the more important affairs of go- 
vernment, were extremely remifs with regard 
to the interior police of thekingdom. This neg- 
le€t was attended with a wonderful profligacy 
of life and manners among the inferior claffes 
of the people. The roads were infefted with 
robbers and affaffins, who frequently feized the 
property, and maimed or murdered, the innocent 
and inoffenfive travellers. 

A new fpecies of villains alfo, unknown to 
former times, ftarted up about this period. They 
made it a praétice to circulate letters, demand- 
ing fums of money from certain individuals, on 
pain of reducing their houfes to afhes; and 
fometimes, when their demands were not com- 
plied with, they aCtually carried their threats into 
execution. A more exalted fraternity of ruffians 
were employed in libelling the moft laudable 
meafures of government; and, what is more 
aftonifhing, they were encouraged by men, who 
confidering their charaGter in other refpects, 

8B could 
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could hardly be fufpe&ted of any defigns againtt 
the peace of their country *. 

The month of November was rendered re- 
markable by the death of pope Benediét the 
Thirteenth, who was fuccecded in the papal 
chair by Laurence Corfini, under the name of 
Clement the Twelfth. About this period the in- 
habitants of Corfica, fmarting under the yoke of 
their mercilefs fovereigns, the Genoefe, rofe in 
arms, and publifhed a mani‘cfto, importing, that 
their fule intention was to affert the liberties and 
privileges of their country+. 

In England, the power of the minifter was fo 
far from being diminifhed by the clamour raifed 
againft his adminittration, that his influence and 
authority feemed continually on the increafe; 
and his friends regularly fucceeded to every va- 
cancy that happened in the government. lis 
brother Horatio Walpole was made cofferer of 
the houfehold, in the room of the late earl of 
Clinton: Mr, Pelham was appointed paymafter 
of the forces, in the room of Spencer Compton, 
now lord Wilmington, who was honoured with 
the cuftody of the great feal; lord Trevor was 
nominated prefident cf the council. The earl 
of Chefterfield was conftituted fteward, lord 
Hervey vice-chamberlain, and fir Conyers D’Arcy 
comptroller of the houfehold. The duke of 
Dorfet fucceeded lord Carteret as lord lieutenant 


® This year was diftinguifhed by fome foreign impor- 
tant events, which had a confiderable effect upon the po- 
liucal {yftem of Europe. In the month of September, 
Vidor Amadzus, king of Sardinia, refigned his crown 
to his fon Ciarles Emanuel, prince of Piedmont. This 
fiep was occafioned by his becoming enamcured, in the 
fixty-teurth year cf his age, with the counicfs Dowager 
of St. Sebaftian, wlom he married in her retirement. 

In Odtuber, Peter the second, Czar of Mufcovy, and 
grancfc n of Peter the Ferft, died at Mufcow; and was 
fucceecs d on the throne by the princefs Anne Jvanowna, 
fecond duughter of Jol n Alesiowitz, elder brother of the 
firit Pet r, and widow of Frederick Wilham, duke of 
Couriar |. 

+ Tne ear! of Kir neu! had been fent ambaflador to the 
ccurtof Cor ftantinopie, where he met with a diftinguifhed 
reception .rom the Grund Signior and the Vizier; but 
during has abede in that city, a moft furprizing revolu- 
tion was eit ctedin the pesermment, without bloodfhed-or 
confutien, A tew infentor Javiflanes difplayed a fiag in 
the fireets, exclaiming, U.uta'l trac Mutfelmen ought to 
foliow them, ard athit :ircZormirg the flate. They foon 
mereafed to the nunber of one hundsed thoufand; 
marched to the ee de aid demanded the heads of the 
Grand Vizer, the Kiaja, and the Captain Bafla, Thiefe 
wLbappy manifters were immediately Qrangled, Their 
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of Ireland. The celebrated lord Torrington 
prefided at the admiralty, and the earl’ of 
Weftmoreland was declared firft commiffioner 
of trade and plantations. 

So great a profufion of favours, lavifhed upon 
the friends of one man, ‘could not fail to difguft 
fome of the old fervants of the crown, who 
thought their importance eclipfed, or their me- 
tits under-rated. Of this number was Charles 
lord Townfend, a nobleman of diftinguifhed 
abilities and unimpeached integrity, who re- 
figned the feals as fecretary of ftate, together 
with the lieutenancy of the county of Norfolk. 
The laft of thefe was beftowed upon his fon, 
who, at the fame time, was conftituted mafter 
of the jewel office. He was fucceeded in the 
office of fecretary, by colonel Stanhope, now 
created earl of Harrington, whofe knowledge 
in foreign affairs, and approved ability in con- 
duéting negociations, rendered the refignation 
of lord Townfend the lefs alarming to the public. 

Such was the pofition of the affairs of Eu- 
rope, and fuch the ftate of the government of 
England, when the parliament affembled on the 
twenty-firit of January. The emperor’s obfti- 
nacy feemed daily on the increafe, and to me- 
nace the continent with anew war. He ffilt 
continued his exclamations againft the allies; 
and had ordered a large body of troops to. 


bodies were afterwards delivered to the infurgents, 
dragged through the ftreets, and afterwards thrown ae 
mong the dogs to be devoured. Not fati.ficl with this 
outrage, the revolters depofed the Grand Signior, Achmet, 
who was confined to the fame prifon, trom whence they 
brought his nephew, Mahomet, and raifed him to the 
throne, after he had remained a prifoner upwards of tix 
ears. 
d France was at this time fo diftraed with religious dif- 
fenfions, that nothing but the profound veneration, which 
the people of that country had for the perfon of their 
fovereign, could have poflibly prevented the flames of a 
civil war. Cardinal Fleury, who was himfclf a mere 
inftrument of the Pope and the Jefuits, had prevailed on 
Lewis the Fifteenth to compel his fubje€ts to accept of 
the conftitution Unigenitus. This divided the whole 
kingdom into conftitutionifts and anticenflitutionifts. The 
former confifted of the king, the cardinal, fome bigottced 
prietts, and venal courtiers; the latter of all the parlia- 
ments and men of underflanding im the kingdom. The 
regal power, however, bore down all oppolition; and 
the birth of the duke of Anjou, fecond fon of the king of 
Franee, happening at the height of the difpute, the peo- 
ple loft their refentment in their congratulations, 
t A. D. 1731, 
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march into Italy in order to oppofe the intro- 
duétion of the Spanifh garrifons ftipulated by 
the treaty of Seville. ‘The king at the opening 
of the feffion, mentioned thefe circumftances in 


his fpeech, in which he particularly exhorted 


the parliament to enable him to execute the 
treaty by force, if gentle meafures fhould not 
prove effectual. _ 

The two parties were at this time exafperated 
againft each other to the higheft degree of ani- 
mofity and refentmee. ‘The court writers ac- 
cufed the minority of fedition and defamation, 
and adopted every att which could alienate 
the attention of his majefty’s fubjefts from his 
perfon and government, ‘They challenged them 
to thew a fingle inftance of any violation of the 
laws, of any encroachment upon the liberties 
of the people, of any infringement of the a&t 
of fettlement; or any deviation from the true 
intereft of Great Britain. 

The minority, inftead of making a reply, re- 
folved to reiterate their attacks. ‘They retained 
in their pay one Amherft, a man of profligate 
principles, needy, bold and, fcurrilous, poffeffed 
of fome academical learning, a fmall portion of 
wit, and a very inconfiderable fhare of political 
kfowledge. Such was the perfon, who was 
feleGted to be the oftenfible author of the Craftf- 


* About thistime, his majefty expunged the name of 
Pultency from the lift of privy-counfellors, and ordered 
that he flould be excluded from all commifiions of the 
peace. It was not only the parliamentary oppofition of 
that fenator to the sreafurse of the court, which occa- 
ficned thefe maiks of royal difj leafure; but his concern 
in various publications, which feverely fatiifed tne mi- 
niftry, ey was productive of feveral duels, 

Among the reft, a performance iffued under the title 
of A proper Reply to a late fcurrilous Libel, called, 
‘* Sedition and Detamation difplayed?” This laft was 
fuppoled to have been the production of lord Hervey, 
who taxed Mr. Pulteney with being the author of the 
Reply, The latter feeming to acknowledge the charge, 
fome rectiminations paifed between the gen‘lemen, and 
the animofity, fiom a political, was {oon converted into 
a perfonal quarrel. Lord Hervey chalenged Mr. Pulte- 
ncy to meet him in the Green Paik: the challenge was 
accepted: Mr. Fox, member for Shaftefbury, was fecond 
to lord Hervey; fir John Rufhout to Mr. Pulteney. 
Fortune declared againft the noble combatant; he 1¢- 
ceived two flight wounds, and narrowly efcaped a de- 
cifive ftab through the body, but the antagoniits being 
patted, no farther injury enfued to their perfons. 

About this time, the people of England began to feek 
redicls for a grievance, unde: which they had long la- 


* houred. They thought it abfurd and oppreflive, that, 
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man; an antiminifterial paper, which appeared 
about this pcriod. But the defetts of the re- 
gular author were amply fupplied by occafional 
writers, who furnifhcd him with their effufions; 
they were indeed the leaders of the oppofition 
themfelves. 

A fingle periodical paper, however well con- 
du€ted, was found infufficient for difcharging 
all the arrows which the minority aimed at the 
government: a great number of occafional 
pamphlets were therefore iffued; which were 
anfwered with equal acrimony, but with lefs 
humour, wit, and fatire, and lefs knowledge of 
politics and hiftory, than appeared in the writ- 
ings of the other party *. 

The depredations of the Spaniards in Ame- 
rica, and their tardinefs in executing the treaty 
of Seville, had fo far provoked the Englifh mi 


_hiftry, that they made propofals to the court of 


Vienna for a private negociation, which was 
foon after brought to maturity. 

In the mean time, the emperor continued to 
exclaim againft that treaty, which he reprefented: 
as an infult upon him, as head of the empire. 
He alledged that Don Carlos ought to have been 
eftablifhed in Italy, and the fucceffion of his do- 
minions fecured to him, by his receiving the 
inveftiture of them from the emperor, and by the 


after having ma great degree extirpated a religion which. 
had been taught them in an unknown tongue, they fhould 
ftill be harraffed with law proceedings in the fame lan- 

uage, or, what was worfe, an unintelligible jargon of 
it. The firft petitions on thiy head came from Yorkfhire ; 
and the committee to whom they were referred, reported. 
to the houfe, that the proceedings in the law being in 
law Latin, abbreviated and wrote jin court hands and 
charaéters, unintelligible and even not legible to moft of 
the perfons concerned, efpecially in criminal cafes, were 
a great delay to juftice, and occafioned many dangerous 
frauds: that {pecial pleadings were very expenfive, in- 
tricate, and dilatory; and highly prejudicial to the pro~ 
perty of the fubjed : that the number of attornies ad- 
mitted into the court ofking’s bench, amounted to eleven 
hundred and fifty-feven; and the number of thofe in the 
court of common pleas exceeded three thoufand. 

To a fet of refolutions, founded, ke thefe, upon the 
plaineft and moft obvious principles of common fenfe, it 
feems almoft impoflible to advance any folid, or even plau« 
fible objeGion. Yet were there not wanting fome in the 
houfe of commons, who argued ftrenuoufly againft the 
propofed alteration, and maintained the neceflity of re= 
taining the old Latin jargon, a bill, however, was tramed 
and enacted, ordaining that all proceifes and proceedings. 
in law, fhould be entered in the Englith language. 
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confent of the empire; both which were ready 
when demanded: and he afferted, what was 
afterwards juftified by the event, that the accef- 
fion of Don Carlos to the duchies of Tufcany, 
Parma, and Placentia, was not the ultimate 
view of the court of Madrid. 

In the beginning of the year, the duke of 
Parma died, after having made a will, in which 
he declared, that his duchefs was three months 
advanced in her pregnancy; entreating the 
powers of Europe to have compaffion on his 

eople, and defer the execution of their pro- 
jes, till his confort thould be delivered. If 
the child fhould be ftill-born, prove a female, or, 
if a male die foon after the birth, he bequeathed 
bis dominions and allodial eftates to the infant 
Don Carlos of Spain; and appointed five re- 
gents to govern the duchy. 

The Englith miniftry now challenged the moft 
daring of their enemies to mention a fingle cir- 
cumftance neceffary for the peace of Europe, 
or the profperity of Great Britain, that had been 
negicéted. His majefty expreffed the fame fen- 
timents in his fpeech at the opening of the par- 
liament which met on the thirteenth of Ja- 
nuary*. He faid the general tranquillity of 
Eurupe was now reftored and eftablifhed, and 
all his expectations on that head fully anfwered: 
that from the time of concluding the quadruple 
alliance, the feveral courts of Europe had been 
engaged in finding means to execute the mea- 
fures, which the contraéting powers had con- 
certed for; fecuring the fucceffion of Tufcany 
and Parma in favour of the infant of Spain; but 
the various contending interefts, the ambitious 
hopes of obtaining on every fide farther advan- 
tages; together with the natural jealoufies and 
fufpicions arifing among the feveral powers con- 
cemed, had occafioned fuch troubles and diftur- 
bances as had embarraffed the affairs of Europe 
for many years, and particularly affected the in- 
tereft of this nation: that the prefent happy fitu- 
ation of aflairs, would, he promifed himfeif, in. 
{pire them with fuch temper and unanimity, and 
fuch ardent z al fur the public welfare as be- 
came a parliaacnt fenfible of the valuable 
bleflings they enjoved: that the duty and affec- 
tion of his fubje€is was all the return he defired 
fSr his parental care and concern for them: 
that his government had no fecurity but what 
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was equally conducive ‘to the hapbinefs and te 
the welfare of his poeple; and their inefs 
had no foundation but in the defence and fuppost 
ot his government: * Our faféty,” faid he, « is 
‘* mutual: our interefts infeparable.” 

From the general tenor of this parental ad- 
drefs, it is ewident, that his majefty and his mi- 
nifters fuppofed, the wifdom and fuccefs of their 
conduct muft have filenced the tongue of op- 
pofition; and have given perfeét fatisfaCtion to 
the nation. The oppotim, it is certain, durin 
the recefs of patliament, had repeatedly affirmed, 
both in their writings and converfation, that 
Don Carlos could never be quietly fettled in 
Italy: that the nation was on the eve of a war 
with France; and the negociations mutt prove 
abortive, or injurious to Great Britain. Hap- 





_pily for the public, they were difappointed in 


mee ee 


all their conje€tures, Notwithftanding this cir- 
cumftance, their oppofition till continued with 
unabated violence; nor did they feem difcou- 
raged by the lofs. 

The commons had no fooner returned to their 
houfe, than a motion was made for an addrefs 
of thanks, congratulating his majefty on the 
wifdom and fuccefs of his meafures in effecting, 
without bloodfhed, the fettlement of Don Car- 
los in Italy, and procuring a permanent peace to 
Great Britain. The minority were fomewhat 
at a lofs how to oppofe thefe plain propofitions, 
or deny the merit that was dae to the miniftry, 
after having fo frequently prediéted the impofii- 
bility of their fucceeding. ‘hey thought pro- 

t, therefore, to recur to other topics. ‘They 
inhfted upon the continuance of the Spanith 
depredations, and upon their ignorance of the 
nature of the treaties, which had not yet been 
laid before the houfe; and they thence inferred 
the impropriety of the motion. 

Mr. William Pulteney thought the guaranty 
of the Pragmatic SanGtion had been delayed too 
long; and exprefled his apprehenfions, that the 
court of Verlailles would accufe the Englith mi- 
niftry of a breach of good faith, in concluding 
the treaty of Vienna, without their participation. 
Sir William Wyndham affetted to ridicule the 
miniftry for the inconfiftency of their negocia- 
tions, as he termed it; and complimented the 
ce ie court, which, by its wifdom and firm- 
nefs, had accomplithed its own ends. 

The 
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‘The motion was defended by Mr. Pelham, 
and Mr. Horace Walpole. The former ob- 
ferved, that decency required them to return his 
majefty thanks for the affurances he had given 
them: that it was their duty to believe thefe 
affurances to be true, till they fhould be con- 
vinced of the contrary: that, fhould ever that 
be the cafe, they would then be at liberty to 
difapprove, notwithftanding any refolution they 
might now embrace. Mr. Walpole, in a long 
elaborate fpeech, juftified the miniftry in every 
ftep they had taken. After much altercation, 
the motion for an addrefs was carried without a 
divifion; and the fame example was followed 
by the lords*. 

The next fubje&t of importance which came 
before the commons, was the number of Jand.- 
forces. When the fupply fell undcr confidera- 
tign, fir William Strickland, fecretary at war, 
moved, that the fame number of troops which 
had been maintained in the preceding year, 
fhould be continued in the prefent. The motion 
was fupported by fir William Young and lord 
Hervey, who endeavoured to fhew, that ever 
fince the Revolution, the government had never 
reduced its forces, without having caufe to re- 
pent it, by the encouragement which fuch re- 
duftions afforded to their foreign and domeftic 
enemies. They expatiated on the wifdom of 
his majefty, and his terdernefs for the liberties 
of his people, together with the jealoufy of the 
parliament, which would never fuffer anv par- 
liamentary army to fubvert either the freedom or 
the property of the fubjeét. 

The motion was oppofed by fir William 
Wyndham, who, after a tedious recapitulation 
of what had happened u.der king William, de- 


* A very remaikable incident diflinguifhed this year 
in Ergland, in an affair of furcide; an act of defpair fo 
frequent among the Englith, that in other nations it is 
confidered asa national reproach: though it may gene- 
rally be termed the effeéts of lunacy, proceeding from na- 
tural caufes opergting on the human body. In fome few 
inftances it feems to have been the 1efult of cool deli- 
heration. Richard Smith, a book-binder, and prifoner 
for debt, within the liberties of the king’s bench, per- 


fuaded his wife to follow his example in terminating her | 


exiftence, after they had murdered their little infant. 
This wretched pair were in the month of April found 
hanging in their bed-chamber, about a yard’s diftance 
from each other; and in a feparate apartment the child 
lay dead in a cradle. ‘They left two papers inclofed in a 
fhort letter to their landlord, whofe kindnefs they im- 
plored in favour of their dog and cat, They even left 
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nied that the reduion of the army induced him 
to agree to the partition treaty, which fir Wil- 
liam Young affirmed to be the cafe. He ex- 
tolled the native bravery of the Britith nation, 
which was able to defend itfelf againft all in- 
vafions, without having recourfe to a ftanding 
army. 

He denied that a parliamentary army was 
lefs dangerous to the conflitution than any other; 
for, if it continued to be kept from year to 
year, it became, to all intents and purpofes, a 
ftanding army, and was fraught with all the 
evils which were to be dreaded from fuch an 
army. He alledged, that the people might, 
in the end, be driven into the defperate refource 
of fighting for their liberties, even againft the 
parliament; but, added he, in conclufion, “ woe 
“ to thofe men, who advife fuch meafures as 
“« may produce fuch fatal effeéts! I with that 
* neither God nor man may ever pardon the 
* authors of fo much mifery.” 

Mr. Pelham, ftruck with this expreffion, ex- 
claimed, “ And I join moft fincerely with the 
* honourable member in wifhing that neither 
“ God nor man may forgive thofe, who have 
“ been, or fhall be the authors of our being 
obliged to fight for our liberties. The cafe 
“ has happened. We have been, and that 
“ within thefe twenty years, obliged to fight- 
* for our liberties, and all that can or ought to 
“ be dear to us: and notwithftanding that cir- 
“ cumfiance, manv uf thofe, who had been the 
* chief authors of that calamity, have been for- 
“ given; I mean, fir, by man at leaft.” The 
Tories exclaimed againft the feverity of this 
{peech, which thev termed fcurrility; but thofe, 
who remembered fir William’s condu& in the 


‘money to pay the porter who fhould carry the enclofed 
papers to the perfon to whom they were addrefled. In 
one of thefe the huiband thanked that perfon for the 
marks of fiiencfhip he had received at his hands, and 
complained ot the ill treatment he had experienced from 
a diferent quarter, The other paper, fubfcribed by the 
hufband and waite, contained the reafons which induced 
them to act fuch a tragedy on themfelves and their off 
fpring. They declared that they withdrew themfelves 
trom poveity and rags; evils that, through a train of 
unlucky acci ents, were now become inevatable, They 
juftified the muider of their child, by faying, it was 1 -is 
cruelty to take her with them, than to leave her friend- 
lefs in the world, expofed to ignorance and mifcerv, 
Thefe unfortunate fuicides had been alwass induitrious 
and frugal, invincibly honeft, and remarkable for cons 
jugal aticction. 
“3€ 
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different periods of his life, thought the chaftife. ibility of the Auftrian dominions, the great ob- 


ment not improperly inflicted. 
All the arguments againft a ftanding army, 


ject of the Pragmatic SanQion, was fecured, with- 
out fubjeCting Europe to any apprehenfions of 


which have been mentioned in the courfe of danger from het becoming the confort-of a more 


this hiftory, were repeated on the prefent occa- 
fion. Hiftory, ancient and modern, was ran- 
facked for invidious parallels. The Roman 
armies, who had fubverted the liberties of their 


country, were alfo oicntioned, with farcaltical , 


applications. 

The courtiers replied, that there was no fimila- 
rity between te cafes, alledging that the prefent 
army was kept ca foot by the parliament, where- 
as the armies which had formerly fubverted the 
conftitution of England, had been tolerated 
againit the confent of parliament. The minority 
infitted, that the very army, which deitroyed 
the conftitution under Oliver Cromwell, was 
more a parliamentary army than the prefent, as 
it was raifed at firft to defend the parliament 
againit the king; but that it turned againft the 
parliament, as much as againft the king, when 


Its leaders perceived that the parliament intended , may 
duties upon beer, ale, cyder, perry, and other 


to force then) info its meafures and then difband 
the army. After fir Robert Walpole, Mr. Plum- 
mer, fir William Strickland, and Mr. Pelham, 
hia feverallv fpoken in the debate, the houfe re- 
folved to continue the army without any reduc- 
tion, notwithftanding the utmoft efforts of the 
mind. itv, 

On the firit cf June, the king clofed the fef- 
fion with a {peech, in which, among others, 
were the tollowi.z exprefions: “ It is unne- 
«Cc 
“ and fituaicn of public affairs both at home 
and «uread: sou muft all be fenfible of what 
is univerfaily fen and felt in the full enjoy- 
ment of agencral peace.” Before he con- 
cluded, he acquainted them with bis intention 
of vifiing 11s German domin:ons, and took the 
earlieit opportunity of gratifying his inclination. 

The fitustion of affairs on the continent, 
feemed perfectly to correfpond with his majefty’s 
declaration. The States General had fucceeded 
in accelerating the proje€t of a marriage be- 
tween the eldcit archduchefs of Auftria and the 
duke of Lorraine: by which means the indivi- 
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* Vidor Amadaus, the ablicated king of Sardizsa, 
having, at the infiigation of liv wite, engaged in fome 
intrigues, in order to re-afeeud the throne, his fon, tue 
reigning hing, ordercd hus pe.fon to be feizcd at Mont- 
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powerful prince. ‘They had obtained a full and 
perpetual abolition of the Oftend company; and 
all their difputes with the emperor in Eaft Frief- 
land, were adjufted to their entire fatisfa€tion. 
The court of Vienna feemed cordially to re- 
turn to its ancient fyftem of harmony and friend- 


' fhip with Great Britain; but carried its perfe- 


’ 
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cutions againft its Proteftants fubjects to fuch a 
height of cruelty, that the king of England was 
obliged to interpofe in their behalf. France, 
by the bigotry of cardinal de Fleury, and the im- 


' plicit deference of the fovereign to that minifter, 


ceffarv for me, to reprefint to you the ftate ; 


flill continued to be diftrated with religious dif- 
fenfions, which, while they deftroyed her own 
internal tranquillity, rendered her incapable of 
difturbing that of her neighbours*. 

To give the reader a diftin€t and perfect view 
of the tranfactions of the enfuing parliament, it 
mav be neceffary to remind him, that the firft 


liquors, made and vended in this country, were 
impofed in the reign of Charles the Second, and 
were confidered as an equivalent to his majefty for 
the court of wards, the purvevances, and other 
rights of the crown, which he refigned, and which 
had hitherto rendered the prerogative too power- 
ful for the liberty of the fubjeét. As the crown 
had hitherto reje&ted every propofal of a com- 
mutation of this kind, and as the king could 
have no other fecurity for the performance of 
the contract, than the faith and honour of par- 


_liament, the two houfes were fo anxious to per- 


form their engagements to the utmoft extent, 
that the laws they enatted for collecting the ex- 
cife, feemed, in many inftances, to encroach on 
the property and liberty of the people. ‘Thofe, 
who had fuffered by thefe laws, conceived 
themfelyes much injured, and the number of 
complainants ‘multiplied fo extremely, that the 
clamour againft that mode of taxation was be- 
come almoft univerfal. 

Such were the difpofitions of the public with 
regard to this important article, when the pare 


calier, and conveyed to Rivoli, under a firong guard. 
His wife, the countels of Sebaftian, was cunlined ta 
Ceva. 
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Kament met on the fixteenth of January, The 
king’s fpeech was fhort and general. He recom- 
mended the raifing of the fupplies in the moft 
eafy and popular manner; exhorted the mem- 
bers to avoid altercations and animofities; and 
earneftly advifed them not to fuffer any fpecious 
pretences to divert them from purfuing the true 
and genuine intereft and welfare of their country. 

This fpeech, though mild and inoffenfive, 
ofcafioned a debate in the houfe of commons. 
A motion having been made for an addrefs of 
thanks, affuring his majefty they would comply 
with his requeft, fir John Barnard propofed an 
amendment, importing, that the manner of 
raifing the fupplies fhould alfo be fuch as might 
be confiftent with the trade, intereft, and liberty 
of the fubjeGt. He was fupported by Mr. 
Sandys and Mr. Shippen, who added, that it 
fhould alfo be fuch as might be confiftent with 
the honour and juftice of parliament. 

Sir Robert Walpole manifefted his contempt 
for thefe two motions, by rifing up to fecond 
them; and after having difclaimed all know- 
ledge of any intention to injure the trade of the 
nation, he intimated that very unfair methods 
had been taken to induce the people to com- 
plain without the leaft fhadow of reafon. This 
charge was highly refented by fir Thomas Alfton, 
who affirmed, that the people had too much 
reafon to complain: that the French were em- 
ployed in fortifying and repairing the harbour of 
Dunkirk, contrary to the faith of the moft folemn 
treaties; and that the Biitifh merchants had re- 
ceived no redrefs for the depredations committed 
by the Spaniards. He added, that the pailia- 
ment could not con{cientioufly inform his ma- 
jefty, that they were fatisfied with the fituation 
of affairs at home: for lis own part, he was far 
from being fatisfied with the prefent fituation of 
affairs either at home or abroad: and therefure 
he moved, that no fuch affurance fhould be gis en 
to his majefty. This motion, however, being 
declined as informal, the addrefs with the two 
amendments was drawn up, prefented, and re- 
celved a moft gracious an{fwer. 

The minifter, fenfible of the popularity he had 
acquired with the landed-gentlemen by the re- 
vival of the falt duty, refolved to increafe his 
intereft with that part of the nation by giving 
fome farther eafe in another particular. With 
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this idea he moved, that towards raifing the fup- 
_ ply granted to his majetty, the fum of five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds fhould be iffued out of the 

finking fund, beyond what had been applied to 
the payment of ore million for difcharging the 
national debt, purfuant to an aft of the laft 
feflion of parliament. He added, that, if the 
houfe flould not approve of this motion, he or 
fome other member would deem it neceffary to 
move fora land-tax of two fhillings in the pound; 
as there was no other expedient of providing for 
the current fervice of the year. 

Thofe who gloried in the chara€ter of country 
gentlemen, were highly offended at the indignity 
offered them by this motion; which feemed to 
infinuate, that they would rather encroach upon 
the facred depofit ot the finking fund, than be 
obliged to pay a land tax of two fhillings in the 
pound. “ The honourable gentleman,” faid 
Mr Pulteney, “ has often been termed, and he 
once had the vanity to affume the title himfelf, 

—the father of the finking fund; but, if 
Solomon’s judgment be right, he, who is thus 
for dividing the child, can ngver be deemed 
the real father. He may claim, and I will 
allow him, the honour of being the father of 
two other children lately brought forth in this 
nation, a ftanding army and an excife; but, 
with refpeét to the finking fund, he feems now 
to renounce all pretenfions of being its real 
arent.” 

What Mr. Pulteney gained in brilliancy, he 
loft in argument by this farcafm. ‘Lhe excife 
and the army, it was well known, continued 
upon the fame footing as they had been before 
the minifter came into parliament. With regard 
to the finking fund, fir Robert Walpole obferved, 
that he remembered the time, when the eftablifh- 
ment of that fcheme was declared a ridiculous 
projeét, and then he was obliged to adopt it; 
but no fooner was it tound to bea meafure 
which tended to the intereft of the nation, than 
other gentlemen endeavoured to rob the real 
father, whoever he was, of the honour of pro- 
ducing fuch a child. 

The motion was oppofed by fir William 
Wyndham, who faid, that, though five hundred 
thoufand pourtds feemed at prefent to be re- 
tained in the pockets of the landed gentlemen, 
that fum muit, fome time or other, be paid by 
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the nation. If it was net paid the enfuing year, 
they muft then advance twenty thoufand pounds 
more for it: if not till two years after, they muft 
pay forty thoufand pounds more for it: and 
if it was not paid till the expiration of fifteen or 
fixtcen years after, they muft then, according to 
the rate of eompound intereft which in fome 
cafes muft take place, pay upwards of a million 
for the five hundred thoufand pounds, of which 
the landed gentlemen were now pretended to 
be eafed. 

Thefe objetions were anfwered by -Mr. 
Scroop, fecretary to the treaty; and, after a long 
and intemperate debate, the motion was ap- 
proved, and the fum granted*. 

The people were at this time much alarmed 
with the apprehenfions of the EXCISE SCHEME, 
which the minifter had openly declared he in- 
tended to bring furward; and their difpleafure 
was increafed by a variety of other circumftances. 
The Spanith depredations in America were ftill 
continued: the penfion bill had been feveral 
times reje€ted in the houfe of lords: a bill for 
fecuring the freedom of parliaments, by limit- 
ing the number of officers in the houfe of com- 
mons, had met with a fimilar fate: fuch alfo had 
been the iffue of a motion to bring in a bill to 
repeal the aét for feptennial parliaments, and 
limit their continuance to the term of three years 
according to an att of the fixth of king William 
and queen Marv. 

The truth is, the anti-courtiers neither defired 
nor expected that thefe popular motions fhould 
be approved. Their only intention in making 
them was to injure the credit of the minifter, by 
py pti g their mifcarriage as the confequence 
of his influence; and in this attempt they had all 
the fuccefs which they could poffibly have withed. 
The minifter was by thefe methods reridered fo 
unpopular, that every fcheme he concerted was 
inftantly condemned, even before it had been 
prefented to the public. 


* This bi'l alfo contained a provifion for the grant of | 
the portion of Anne, the . 


eighty th:ufand pounds, as 
king’s eldcit daughter, to whom propofals of marriage 

been made by the prince of Oranges but the union 
did not take place till the {pring of the year 1734, By 


the fame bill, ten thoufand pounds were appropriated to , 


the exigencies of the infant colony of Georgia. 
+ On the day of the expe&ted motion, multitudes re- 


“by the € 


| juniion of the 
paired to the environs of the houfe, eager to influence the : 
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Such were the difpofitions of the people, 
when, on the fourteenth of March, in a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe, fir Robert Walpole 
opened the proje&t, which he had fo long been 
meditating. He began by affuring the houfe, 
that the {cheme he intended to lay before them, 
according to the beft of his knowledge, would be 
an annual improvement of the revenue of twenty 
or thirty thoufand pounds, 

After fully ftating the particulars of his pla 
and the abufes in the tobacco trade, and other 
excifable articles, concerning which a long and 
interefting debate enfued, a motion was made 
and carried, for a bill to be brought in for the 
purpofes expreffed in the ftatement }. 

Againft this bill a petition was prefented by 
the lord mayor, aldermen. and common council 
of the city of London, who faid, that they pre- 
fumed in all humility to exprefs to the houfe, as 
they had already done in fome meafure, by their 
inftructions to their members, the univerfal fenfe 
of the city, concerning any farther extenfion of 
the laws of excife: that the burden of taxes.al- 
ready impofed on every branch of trade, how- 
ever cheerfully fubmitted to, was feverely felt; 
but the petitioners apprehended, that this bur- 
then would become too heavy to be borne, if it 
was incrcafed by fuch vexatious and oppreflive 
methods of levying and collecting the duties, as, 
they were affured by melancholy experience, the 
nature of all excifes muft neceffarily produce: 
that the merchants, tradefmen, and manufac- 
turers of the kingdom, had fupported themfelves 
under the preffure of the excife-laws now in force, 
by the comfortable and reafonable expectation, 
that laws, which nothing but public neceffity 
could be a motive to enact, would be repealed 
in tavour of the trade of the kingdom and of the 
liberty of the fubje&, whenever that motive 
fhould be removed, as the petitioners prefumed 
it effectually was, by the undifturbed tranquil- 
lity which the nation enjoyed at home, and the 


manbers againg the, {cheme. Thefe were reprefented 
peréted minifter, as coming under the deno- 
mination of f iy beggars; an expreffion which drew 
on him the ‘ceniure of fir John Bernard. Having enu- 


-merated ‘the frauds which were adopted for the evafion of 


duty, and urged the neceflity of preventive endeavours, 
he ftated the pak of his plan, recommending a 
aws of excise and custome, » 
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eneral peace which was fo permanently efta- 


lithed abroad: that if this expectation fhould 
be difappointed; if the excife laws, inftead of 
being repealed, were extended to other fpecies 
of merchandize not yet excifed, and a door open- 
ed for extending them to all, the petitioners 
could not, in juftice to themfelves, to the mer- 
chants, tradefmen, and manufaéturers of the 
whole kingdom, and to the general intereft of 
their country, conceal their apprehenfions, that 
the moft fatal blow, which ever was given, would 
be infli€ed on this occafion, to the trade and 
navigation of Great Britain: that by fuch means 
the great {pring, from which the wealth and pro- 
perty of individuals flowed, would be obftrutted, 
the mercantile part of the nation would be ren- 
dered lefs able to trade advantageoufly, and 
be deterred even from engaging in any kind of 
trade; fince no perfon, who could enjoy the 
privileges of a Britith fubje&t without commerce, 
even with a fmall fortune, would voluntarily re- 
fign fome of the moft valuable of thofe privileges, 
by fubjetting himfelf to the laws of excife: that 
the petitioners were able to fhew, that thefe ap- 
prehenfions were founded both in experience and 
reafon; and therefore they hoped, that the houfe 
would hear them by their counfel againft the bill. 
‘This laft requeft was refufed by a majority of two 
hundred and fourteen, againft one hundred and 
ninety-feven. 

The fuperiority of the court, however, in this 
important queftion, was fo trivial, and the hopes 
of increafing it-were fo inconfiderable, the peti- 
tion itfelf being inforced by others of fimilar 
import from Briftol, Nottingham, Coventry, and 
moft of the trading towns and corporations in 
the kingdom, had produced fuch vehement cla- 
mours againft the conduét of the adminiftration ; 
the minds of the people had, by various arts and 
contrivances, been incited to fuch a pitch of fury 
and refentment; that the miniftry thought proper, 


* The behaviour of the populace during the whole pro- 
grefs of this affair, had been {0 intolerable, that the houfe 
could not avoid exprefling their indignation againft it. 
They refolved, therefore, that the affaulting, infulting, or 
menacing any member of the houfe, in coming to, or going 
from it, on account of his behaviour in parliament, was a 
high infringement of the privilege of the houfe, a moft 
outrageous and dangerous violation of the rights of par- 
liament, and a high crime and mifdemeanor. The fame 
cenfure was paffed againft the affembling or collecting of 
any number of perfons, in a riotous, tumultuous, and dif- 


Vor. III. No. 95. 


197 


for the prefent, to lay afide the further profecu- 
tion of the fcheme. Accordingly, on the eleventh 
of April, when a motion was made for reading 
the bill a fecond time, fir Robert Walpole pio- 
pofed, that it fhould be poftponed till the twelfth 
of June, in canfequence of which it was never 
after refumed. ‘he mifcarriage of the {cheme 
was celebrated with public rejoicings in London 
and Weftminfter; the Monument was illumi- 
nated; the minifter burned in effigy; and np 
fpecies of infult was omitted againit the friends 
and abettors of the meafure*. 

On the eighth of May, his majefty tranfmitted 
a meflage to the commons, importing, that 
having received from the prince of Orange, 
propofals for a marriage between the princefs 
royal and that prince; and having been pleafed 
to lend a favourable ear to thofe propofals; he 
had thought proper to communicate the affair 
to his faithful commons; and as he hoped fuch a 
marriage would be approved by all his good 
fubje€ts, he promifed himfelf the affiftance and 
concurrence of the houfe, in enabling him to 
give fuch a portion to his eldeft daughter, as 
fhould be fuitable to the prefent occafion; and 
might contribute towards fupporting, with ho- 
nour and dignity, an alliance that would tend fo 
materially to the farther fecurity of the Protef- 
tant fucceffion on the throne of thefe realms, and 
the farther firengthening the Proteftant intereft on 
the continent of Europe. 

A new war was about this time excited in 
Europe by a vacancy on the throne of Poland. 
Auguftus the Second dying at Warfaw in the 
beginning of February, the neighbouring powers 
interefted themfelves ftrongly in the choice of a 
new fovereign. The eleftar of Saxony, fon of 
the late king, and Staniflaus, whofe daughter 
was married to the French monarch, declared 
themfelves candidates. 

Staniflaus, being highly popular among his 


otderly manner, cither to hinder or promote the pafling 
of any bill or other matter, depending before the houfe. 
Such was the conclufion of a project, which all candid 
and impartial reafoners believed would have contributed 
greatly to the intereft of the fair trader, and to the increafe 
ef the revenue; an opinion, indeed, which was fo well 
founded, that thc moft exceptionable parts of the {cheme 
have, in another fhape, been enated in fubfequent fta- 
tutes, even at the rcqueft, and upon the application of 
.thofe very perfons who weie then moft forward in ope 


pofing the meafure, 
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countiymen, was chofen to the vacant fove- 
scignty; but the partifans of his competitor pro- 
tefied againft the ele&tion; and the interference 
of a Ruffian army obtained the crown, by an 
irregular appointment, for Auguftus, the new 
elector of Saxony. Though the king of France, 
who was fon-in-law of Staniflaus, had efpoufed 
the caufe of this prince, he found himfelf unable 
to maintain his elegtion. This conteft gave oc- 
cafion to a war, in which the French monarch 
was otherwife inclined to engage. Confiding in 
the aid of Spain, he wifhed to humble the em- 
peror; and, while this potentate aflembled his 
orces for the fupport of Auguftus, a Gallic army 
appeared on the Rhine. 
uring thefe tranfaftions, the French king 
concluded a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, by 
which thefe powers engaged to declare war 
againft the emperor. Manifeftoes were recipro- 
cally publifhed by all the parties. The duke of 
Berwick paffed the Rhine in O€tober, and laid 
fieze to Fort Kehl, which he foon reduced: 
then repafiing the river, he seturned to Verfailles. 
The king of Sardinia, having declared war againft 
the emperor, arfd being joined by a body of 
French troops, fubdued Pavia,_ Pizzighitone, 
Cremona, Frezza, Secco, the fort of Fuentez, 
and made himfelf mafter of the whole duchy of 
Milan. 
His imperial majefty, dreading the effeés of 
a powerful confederacy againft him, offered to 
accommodate all differences with the crown of 
Spain, under the mediation of the king of Eng- 
land; and Mr. Keene, the Britith minifter at 
Madrid, was direéted to make propofals for that 
purpofe. But fuccefs did not attend the me- 
diatory endeavours of George, who prudently 
forbore, however, to take part in this war, not- 


* The prince of Orange had arrived in England towards 
the clofe of the preceding yest, in order to e the 
princef--royal; and the marriage, which was for fome 
time delayed on account of his indifpofition, was at laf 
celebrated on the fourteenth of March with great pomp 
and magsificence, 

About thi. time the earl of Chefterfield refi his 
pleco of ford-fleward of his maefty’s honfeh The 
dukeof Bolton and lord Cobham were deprived of their 
ftustions in the army. The duke of Montrofe relinguithed 
his office of lord privy-feal of Scuthand; and his example 
was followed by lord Clinton, who gave up his places as 
ene of the gentlemen of his majefty’s , and 
locd-Hieuténant of the county of Devon. 
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withftanding his ftudious attention to the fup- 
pofed balance of Europe®. 

The parliament meeting on the feventh of 
January t, the king, in his fpeech to both houfes, 
informed them, that, though he was not con- 
cerned in the war which had arifen in Europe, 
except by the good offices he had employed 
among the contending powers, he could not te- 
main an idle {pettator of the prefent events, or 
be indifferent refpeGting the confequences of a 
war undertaken and fupported by fach a power- 
ful confederacy. He declared that he would 
concert with his allies, more particularly with 
the States-General of the United Provinces, fuch 
meafures as fhould be thought moft advifeable 
for their common fafety, and for reftoring the 
peace of oe 

The ftate of parties in both houfes continuing 
nearly the fame as in the former feflion, addreffes 
of thanks were prefented, in anfwer to his ma- 
jefty’s {peech, after a few trivial objeftions ad- 
vanced by the oppofition. On the twenty-third 
of January, the commons agreed to addrefs his 
majefty for a copy of the treaty of Vienna. Sir 
John Rufhout moved for another, defiring that 
the letters and inftru&tions relating to the ex- 
ecution of the in of Seville, fhould be fub- 
mitted to the infpeétion of the houfe. 

This motion was followed by a long and in- 
temperate debate. But the queflion was at laft 
carried by a majority of one hundred and ninety- 
five, againft one hundred and four. 

The oppofition, not difcouraged by this de- 
feat, refolved to renew their attacks apainit the 
adminiftration. On the twenty-fifth of January, 
Mr. Sandy’s moved, than an addrefs fhould be 
prefented to his majefty, entreating him to com- 
municate, for the perufal of the houfe, the feve- 


+ Though thefe removals and refignations were far from 
bein; i that inconvenience was amply campen- 
fated by fome promotions in the law, which gave perfedt 
fatisfaGtion to the public. Mr. Talbot, folicitor-general, 
one of the moft accomplified and impartial judyes in the 
kingdom, was conftituted lord-chancellor of Great-Bri- 
tain, and created a peer of England. Sir Philip Yorke, 

or 


ark Siege was elevated to the office of ford chie 
juftice of the king's Beach, and honoured with a peer- 


age. The former was fucceeded by Mr. Rider, after- 
wards fir Dudley Rider; the latter by Mr. (afterwards 
fr John) Willes, 

+ A.D, 1734, 
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ral inftru&tions fent to Mr. Woodward, his 
majefty’s minifter in Poland, in 1729. 

Mr Sandys was feconded by fir William 
Wyndham*, and a debate of fome length en- 
fued; in the courfe of which Mr. Pulteney re- 
fie&ted on the f{candalous decifions, as he pro- 
nounced them, of majorities in parliament. 

The nation was at that time deluged with 
papers and pamphlets, which daringly afferted, 
that every member who voted for the miniftry 
was a mercenary hireling, and bartered his vote 
for fome place which he either enjoyed or ex- 
pe&ted. Lifts shad been publifhed, and circu- 
lated throughout the kingdom, of all thofe who 
voted for the excife {cheme, with catalogues of 
the appointments which they poffeffed under 
government. This expedient had produced a 
wonderful effe€t upon the minds of the people, 
who were induced to believe, that every mem- 
ber who had not a place, and yet voted for the 
miniftry, received a penfion, or fome other gra- 
tuity or compenfation. After feveral other 
{peeches, the queftion was carried in favour of 
the court by a majority of eighty-eight voices. 

When the commons deliberated on the fupply, 
Mr. Andrews deputy-paymafter to the army, 
moved for an addition of eighteen hundred men 
to the number of land forces, which had been 
continued fince the preceding war. This aug- 
mentation, however inconfiderable, and indeed 
inadequate to the occafion, was violently con- 
tefted by the members in the oppofition; but all 
their arguments appeared fo frivolous, that the 
houfe agreed to the motion by a great majority. 

As this was fuppofed to be the laft feffion of 
the prefent parliament, the oppofition endea- 
voured to render the miniftry as unpopular as 
pollible, hoping, by that expedient, to increafe 
their numbers at the next eleCtion. The removal 
of the duke of Bolton and lord Cobham from 
their regiments, was reprefented as an arbitrary 
a€t of the minifter, who was determined, they 
faid, to garble the army to his own fordid pur- 
pofes, and to fuffer no officer to continue in it, 
who fhould prefunte to vote againft him in either 
houfe of parhament. To remedy this pretended 


* Sir William Wyndham, towards the conclufion of his 
fpeech on thie occafion, exhibited in ftrong terms of im- 
plication, an opprobrious charaéter of ‘Walpole; illibe- 
rally reflecting on the obfcurity of his family, and the 
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evil, lord Morpeth moved, that leave fhould be 
given to bring in a bill to prevent any com- 
miffion-officer, not above the rank of colonel, 
ftom being removed, unlefs by a court martial, 
or by addrefs of either houfe of parliament. To 
fupport this abfurd and extravagant motion, his 
lordfhip had recourfe to the government of fo- 
reign countries, and particularly mentioned the 
example of Holland and Sweden. In the former 
country, he faid, no officer could be broken 
without the fentence of a court-martial; and 
in the latter, none could be removed from his 
commiffion, without the confent of the fenate. 
He was feconded by fir John Rufhout, who 
faid, there were then upwards of forty officers 
of the army members of that houfe, and it was 
fecuring their independency upon the minifter, 
by the houfe agreeing to the motion. 

Thefe objeftions were anfwertd by Mr. Clut- 
terbuck, colonel Bladen, fir Thomas Robinfon, 
Mr. Winnington, and fir Robert Walpole. 

The arguments advanced by thefe members 
were thought fo fatisfaftory, that the queftion 
being put, was carried in the negative without 
a divifion. The truth is, the minority neither 
expected nor defired, that the motion fhould 
fucceed. They introduced it for no other reafon 
than to have an opportunity of inveighing againft 
the minifter, and of introducing another motion, 
which was more pointedly levelled at his authority. 
The debate was no fooner finifhed, than Mr. 
Sandys moved for an addrefs to the king, defiring 
to know who advifed his majefty to remove the 
duke of Bolton and lord Cobham from their 
refpective regiments ; and of what crimes they 
were accufed. 

Though this motion was as unficcefsful as the 
the former, it was regular and conftitutional. 
Motions of a fimilar nature had been frequently 
made in parliament, upon fimilar occafions. The 
king, it was well known, could do no wrong; 
and therefore, when any crime was committed 
by government, the blame was imputable to 
the minifter, who alone was refponfible. 

The minority were fenfible of this advantage, 
and availed themfelves of it with great dexterity 


mediocrity of his fortune; and charging him with being 
lavifh of the public money among his unprincip'ed ta- 
vourites, for the accomplifiment of the moff pernicsous 


alms, 
and 
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and addrefs. Many invidious refle&tions were 
thrown out on the conduét of the adminiftration. 
Sir William Wyndham declared, that, fhould 
any minifter fo far engrofs the royal ear, as to 
be able to perfuade his mafter to difmifs a faith- 
ful and approved fervant, merely for oppofing 
his pernicious fchemes, the king, inftead of be- 
ing the firft man, would only be the firft flave 
in the nation. But neither this nor feveral other 
fevere inve€tives, which were copioufly poured 
forth againit the miniftry, could provoke them 
into areply. They knew, that fuch a ftep would 
have introduced a tedious and uninterefting dif- 
pute. They therefore called for the queftion, 
and the motion was reje€ted by a majority of 
one hundred and one. 

But the fubjeét, which of all others, in the 
courfe of this feilion, produced the moft violent 
debate between the two parties, was a motion 
made by Mr. Bromley, for repealing the a€ for 
feptennial parliaments. But this motion was 
negatived by a majority of two hundred and 
’ forty-feven againft one hundred and eighty-four. 

On the twenty-eighth of March, fir Robert 
Walpole delivered a meffage to the houfe, im- 
porting, that, as the war, which had lately, com- 
menced in Europe, {till continued to rage, his 
majefty hoped! he might be enabled to augment 
his forces, if fuch an augmentation fhould be 
found neceflary, between the diffolution of this 
parkament and the ele€tion of another. Though 
this meffage occafioned a violent difpute, the 
majority complied with it; and in confequence 
of another meffage, they paffed a bill, empow- 
ering his majefty to fettle an annuity of five 
thoufand pounds for life on the princefs royal, 
as a mark of his paternal favour and affe&tion. 

A motion was made in the houfe of peers by 
lord Carteret, for an addrefs to the king, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to acquaint the 


* The duke of Berwick was jufily reputed one of the 
greateft of modern commanders, No general ever had 
the coup d’c:l quicker or more accurate; whether, in 
battle, to difcover the blunders of an enemy, and mark 
thofe decifive moments that casry vitory with them; or, 
“na campaign, to obferve and take advantage of pofi- 
tions, on which the fucecfs of the whole depends. His 
charaGes in private life, though no lefs worthy admira- 
tion is Rds known. “ It was impoffible.” fays Montef- 
quiea, “ to behold him, and not to be in love with vir- 
* tae, fo evident was tranquillity and happinefs in his 
* foul, Ne man ever kuew beticr how to avord ex- 
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houfe, who advifed his majefty to remove the 
duke of Bolton and lord Cobham from their 
regiments; and of what crimes they were. ac- 
cufed, This propofal was alfo rejeéted. 

The public bufinefs being now difpatched, the 
king repaired to the houfe of lords on the fix- 
teenth of April, and having given his affent to 
fuch bills as were ready, made a fhort fpeech, 
to both houfes, in which, among other things, he 
declared, that he had nothing to with, but that 
his people might not be feduced or mifguided. 
The parliament was prorogued, diffolved, and 
another convoked by the fame proclamation. 

The war on the continent continued to rage 
with great violence. The Ruffian and Saxon 
army |aid fiege to Dantzic, hoping to fecure the 
perfon of king Staniflaus. The inhabitants at 
firft attempted to make fome refiftance, but find- 
ing all their efforts ineffeCtual, they were at laft 
ubliged to furrender. Staniflaus efcaped into 
the Pruffian territories: the Popith lords, who 
had followed his fortune; fubmitted to Auguftus; 
and that prince having thus overcome his rival, 
and eftablifhed his authority, returned triumph- 
antly to Drefden. 

In Germany, the French met with uninter- 
rupted fuccefs, gut fuftained an irreparable lofs 
in the death of the duke of Berwick*, who 
was killed by a cannon-ball, in vifiting the 
trenches, which he had opened before Phi- 
lipfburg on the twenty-fixth of April. The ce- 
lebrated Prince Eugene arrived on the Rhine, 
to afflume the command of the Imperial army 
in that quarter; but he found himfelf fo much 
inferior to the enemy, that he was compelled 
during the whole campaign, to remain upon the 
defentve. Marthal D’ Asteldt, who feconded the 
duke of Berwick in the command of the French 
army, continued to profecute the fiege of Phi- 
lipfburg with unrenntted vigour; and the gar- 


ecfles; os, if I may fo cxprefs myfelf, ta keep clear of 
the {nares of virtue. He had a great fund of religion, 
and was fond of the clergy, but could not bear to be 
governed by them. No man ever followed mort 
firiftly thofe precepts of the gofpel which are molt 
troublefome to men ‘of the world; no man, in a word, 
ever praGifed dir pe fo much, and talked of it folittle. 
He never fpoke sil of any one, nor beRowed any praife 
upon thofe whom he did not think deferving of it. In. 
the works of Plutarch I have fven, ata diftance, what 
great mien were, in him [ behold, at & nearer vicw, 
what they are.” Sketch of an Higorical Pancgyric. r 
nuion 
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rifon of that place, after having made a brave 
and vigorous defence, was at laft obliged to 
agree to a capitulation. 

The French and their allies were no lefs fuc- 
cefsful in Italy than in Germany. The French, 
having reduced the caftle of Milan, and feveral 
other fortreffes, advanced into the Modeneze: 
while Don Carlos, at the head of his own and 
his father’s-forces, took poffeffion of Naples, and 
invefted the towns of Gata and Capua. The 
Imperialifts in thofe quarters, were commanded 
by count Merci: the Spaniards by the count de 
Montimar; afd thefe two generals having come 
to an engagement im the neighbourhood of Bi- 
tonto, the latter obtained a complete victory 
over the former. 

On the twenty-ninth of June, the battle of 
Parma took place, in which the German army 
fuftained a total defeat from the French, who 
killed the Imperial general, a great number of 
principal officers, and upwards of five thoufand 
men. In confequence of this event, the whole 
kingdom of Naples fubmitted to Don Carlos, 
who began to make preparations for attacking 
Sicily, where fome Spanifh troops had already 
been landed. 

During thefe tranfactions, the Britifh miniftry 
exerted themfelves with great vigour in putting 
the nation in a pofture of defence; a meafure, 
confidering the difpofition of fome of the pow- 
ers at war, which was both prudent and necef- 
fary. Of all the allies, the king of Sardinia was 
the only prince who was fincere in his profeffions 
of arog to this country. Though the prime 
minifter of Spain, who was lately dead, had, 
upon his death-bed, recommended to his matter 
the prefervation of peace with Great Britain as 
the moft valuable legacy he could bequeath him ; 
yet that bigotted prince paid very little regard 
to his falutary advice. The eldeft fon of the 
aa was permitted to ferve in the army of 

n Carlos, who had even the imprudence to 
infinuate, that, whenever his affairs would per- 
mit, he would fupport the intereft of the abdi- 
cated family. Nor were the French more re- 
ferved in difcovering their unfriendly fentiments 
towards England. They iffued about this time 
a fevere editt, compelling all Britifh fubjects 
either to quit that kingdom, or to enlifl in their 
armies, 
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The earl of Waldgrave, the Britith minifter at 
Paris, prefented a fevere memorial on that fub- 
je&t; and the French miniftry excufed them- 
felves, by alledging that they only meant to ex- 
ecute their edi€t againft Bnitith and Irith vaga~ 
bonds, and fuch as had no vifible means of fub- 
fiftence, or fettled place of abode. 

Great Britain continued to enjoy profound 
tranquillity, with no other interruption, than 
what arofe from the new elections, which were 
carried on with great zeal, induftry and animo- 
fity, by the two parties; but, notwithftanding 
the utmoft efforts of the oppofition, the miniftry 
obtained a conffferable majority. 

The new parliament meeting on the twenty 
feventh of January*, the king, in his fpeech to 
both houfes, informed them, that having under- 
taken, in concert with the States-General, to 
mediate between the powers at war, he had 
been fo fuccefsful, that a plan would fpeedily 
be offered to the confideration of all parties en- 
gaged in the war, as a bafis fora general negocia-, 
tion of peace: that he had concluded a treaty 
with the crown of Denmark, amatter, he con- 
ceived of great importance in the prefent con- 
jun&ure, and which, being attended with fome 
expence, he would order it to be fubmitted to 
the confideration of the commons: that he hoped 
they would approve of the fteps he had taken 
for the fecurity of the kingdom: and that, while 
a war continued to rage in Europe, it would be 
proper for Great Britain to keep herfelf in a pof- 
ture of defence. 

When the commons returned to their houfe, 
a motion was made for an addrefs to his ma- 
jefty, thankfully acknowledging his wifdom and 
goodnefs in purfuing fuch meafures as tended 
towards peace and tranquillity, rather than to in- 
volve Great Britain, and all Europe, too preci- 
pitately, in a general and bloody war. This 
motion, as ufual, was attended with a warm 
debate: after which the addrefs was voted by a 
Majority of two hundred and fixty-five, againft 
one hundred and eighty-five. 

When the new treaty with Denmark came 
under the confideration of the houfe, Mr. Ho- 
race Walpole moved, that the fum of filty-fix 
thoufand pounds fhould be granted to his ma- 
jefty, as a fubfidy to the Dane, purfuant to the 
faid treaty. This motion was not carried with- 

3 E out 


ba A. D. 1735. 


202 


out a violent oppofition. It was however ap- 
proved by a very great majority. 

In the courfe of this feffion, the mutiny bill 
received a material alteration. By this a€t, any 
juftice of the peace was formerly enabled to 
confine a poor fellow in a dungeon, if, after re- 
ceiving the enlifting money, while perhaps he 
was intoxicated, he refufed to take the oaths, 
even sou he offered to return the money, 
and to difcharge any expences that might have 
occurred in confequence of his having enlifted. 
To remove this grievance, fo iaconfiftent with 
the principles of a free gov t, fe Walter 
Bagot moved, for a claufe, importing, that every 
officer, who fhould hereafter enlift any men to 
ferve in anv regiment, fhould, within a certain 
number of days, conduét the perfon enlifted 
before one of the next juftices of the peace, 
where the man fhould be at full hberty to declare 
his diffent to fuch an a€t, and his having re- 
pented of the ftep he had taken; and on his 
fo doing, and returning the officer the enlifting 
money, and the expences incurred in the pro- 
grefs of the affair, fuch juftice fhould inftantly 
difcharge him: and that an officer, guilty of any 
failure or neglect in this particular, fhould be 
liable to the fame penalties, which were infli@ed 
on thofe, who were chargeable with falfe mufters. 
A claufe was alfo propofed to be added, or- 
damning, that if any perfon fhould receive the 
enlifting-money, set: it to be fuch, and 
fhould abfcond, or refufe to be taken before a 
magiftrate, in order to declare his affent or dif- 
fent to the enlifting, fuch perfon fhould be 
deemed to be enlifted, to all intents and pur- 
pofes. Thefe claufes met with no oppofition 
from the miniftry; and they were accordingly 
approved without a divifion. 

next affair which came before the houfe, 
wasa matter more curious than interefting. The 
minority to increafe the popular clamour againft 
the minifter, had propagated a report, that their 
letters were opeémail: at the poft-office; and a 
motion was made fora copy of his majefty’s 
warrant, permitting the letters of all members 
to pafs free from poftage. The warrant was 
accordingly fubmitted to the infpe€tion of the 


* The privilege of letters com'‘ng free of poftage to 
and from members uf parliament, was regulated and con- 
firmed by flatute 4G, III, c, 2+; and the ftatutes 24 
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commons; and front this it appeared, that tlie 
privilege of franking was granted by the crown 
to the great officers of ftate, and to both houfes, 
of parliament. 

Sir Robert Walpole declared, that he was far 
from vindicating the practice of opening the 
letters of members; but he begged leave to. 
obferve, that, if the miniftry had not a difcre- 
tionary power, in times of public danger, of” 
ordering letters to be opened at the poft-houfe,. 
there would be no poffibility of diftovering any 
confpizacies againft the government: and that, 
for the truth of this affertion, he might fafely 

eal to the experience of the nation and of 
that houfe, in the cafe of the bifhop of Rochefter, 
and of almoft all the confpiracies, which had 
been entered into againft the ftate, ever fince 
the inftitution of the poft-office. At length it 
was moved, that a committee fhould be ap- 
pointed to enquire into a matter of fuch im- 
portance; and this motion was readily approv- 
ed, to the great difappointment of the minority, 
who made it, and who ridiculoufly imagined it 
would be ftrenuoufly oppofed by all the friends 
of the adminiftration. 

This enquiry led to the difcovery of a remark- 
able fcene. It appeared, that when the com-- 
mons paffed the bill, granting the poft revenue 
to Charles the Second, they annexed to it a 
claufe, referving to themfelves the privilege of 
franking. When this bill was prefented to the 
upper houfe, the lords finding in it no fuch pro- 
vifion for them, and thinking it a money-bill, 
to which they never permitted any claufes to 
be annexed, paffed it without the addition, 
This omiffion would certainly have occafioned 
its mifcarriage in the lower houfe, to which it 
was fent back, had not the miniftry affured the 
members, that their letters fhould be permitted 
to pafs free of poftage. Thus by the jealoufy, 
not of the crown, but of the two houfes, the 
members of both were obliged to depend, for 
the privilege of franking, which they meant to 
have referved to themfelves by an expres law, 
opon the fole will and pleafure of the fove- 


reign *, 
ge of the nobility endeavoured to reftrain 
G, HI. and 35 C. III. and many regulations, rendered 


neceflary by the great abufes ee are the practice of 
franking. he 
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the influence of the court in the choice of the 
fixteen Scottifh peers. With that view, the mar- 
quis of Tweedale moved, that the ele€tion 
fhould be managed by, ballot: but the duke of 
Areyle alledged, that this would be a breach of 
the aét of union; and, when the houfe divided, 
the motion failed. The duke of Bedford pro- 
pofed a: refolution, intimating, that “it was a 
“ great infult on the juftice of the crown, an 
“ encroachment on the freedom of eleCtions, 
“ and highly injurious to the honour of the 
“ peerage,” for any perfon to influence the 
voters of the eleftors of the fixteen peers, either 
by threats or promifes. The earls of Stair and 
Chefterfield, and lord Carteret, declared, that 
the houfe could not teftify too ftrong an ab- 
horrence of the dangerous practices of artful 
minifters. The dukes of Argyle and Newcaftle, 
and Talbot (a man of great merit, who had 
lately been promoted to the dignity of chancellor) 
eppofed the motion with fuccefs, as unnecef- 
fary and ill-founded. Soon after this debate, the 
earl of Stair, who had already loft fome of his 
pofts, received a difcharge from the command 
of a regiment of dragoons, for his obnoxious 
conduct in parliament. 

At this period the affairs of Europe were in 
a very critical-fituation. ‘The emperor expreffed 
the utmoft furprize at the moderation of his 
Britannic majefty, who, he had long flattered 
himfelf, would {peedily efpoufe his quarrel. The 
king, indeed, would probably have taken fuch 
a ftep, could he have been convinced, that the 
court of Vienna deferved fuch a favour at his 
hands, or that fuch a meafure could be fafely 
embraced, when the Dutch were fo ftrongly 
attached to the French intereft. His majefty, 
bowever, never loft fight of the common caufe, 
but continued to fupport it with his accuftomed 
fpirit; and it was folely owing to his conduét, 
that the balance of power was not, at this 
time, irretrievably ruined. 

The French had formed fo powerful a party 
at the Ottoman court, that fome divans had 
been actually held to deliberate on a war with 
the emperor. The Britith and Dutch ambaf- 
fadors were no fooner informed of this circum- 
ftance, than they tranfmitted an account of it 
to their refpeGtive mafters, who fent them ex- 
prefs orders to counteract the defigns of the 

* A. D, 1736, 
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French agents; and thefe minifters were fo fuc- 
cefsful in their endeavours, that the Grand Sig- 
nior declined his hoftile intentions, and his Bri- 
tannic majefty received the thanks of the em- 
peror for this friendly interpofition. Nor were 
the meafures of the Britith miniftry lefs effe€tual 
in preventing the flames of war from {preading 
into other parts of Europe. A mifunderftand- 
ing having taken place between the courts of 
Madrid and Lifbon, the king of Spain began 
to make fuch preparations for war, that his Por- 
tuguefe majefty had recourfe to the affiftance of 
the Englifh nation. The miniftry lent a favour- 
able ear to his application, and refolved to 
afford him that relief which he feemed fo much 
to require. Towards the latter end of May, fir 
John Norris fet fail with a feet of twenty-eight 
fhips of war, and, in a few days, arrived at 
Lifbon, where he was received by the inhabi- 
tants as their guardian and deliverer. The 
court of Spain affe€ted to be greatly enraged at 
this meafure of the Englifh miniftry, and threat- 
ened immediately to invade Portugal with a 
numerous army; but, notwith@anding all their 
menaces, they thought proper to iffue orders 
for countermanding their military preparations. 

In the mean time, the powers at variance 
upon the Continent’ were equally weary 
of the war; but none of them would con- 
defcend to make the firft advances towards 
a peace. At length, by the good offices of 
the Britith miniftry and the States General, 
a ceffation of arms was procured, and con- 
ferences were opened for a general pacifica- 
tion, which was foon followed by certain pre- 
liminary articles. 

The king of Great Britain returned from Ha- 
nover in November; and on the fifteenth of Ja- 
nuary *, opened the parliament with a fpeech; 
in which he informed them, that the plan of pa- 
cification formed by the French and Imperialifts, 
was in fubftance, the fame with that, which 
had been concerted bet ; the States- 
General. His majefty had no fooner retired, 
than a motion was made, in the upper houfe, 
for an addrefs. An addrefs, after ftrong contefts, 
was accordingly voted, prefented, and gracioufly 
received. ‘The example of the lords was follow- 
ed by the commons, and was alfo favourably 
received, 

$ The 
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The lower houfe, having determined ‘fome 
controverted eleétions, proceeded to confider 
the fupply, and fir Charles Wager moving, that 
fifteen thoufand men fhould be emploved for the 
fervice of the enfuing vear, the propofal was 
approved without a divifion. 

On the eleventh of February, a petition was 
delivered to the houfe by the juftices of the 
county of Middlefex, reprefenting, that the 
drinking of geneva, and other pernicious dif- 
tilled {pirituous liquors, had, for feveral years 
paft, increafed to a furprifing degree, efpecially 
among the people of inferior rank: that the ex- 
ceffive ufe of thefe liquors had already deftroyed 
thoufands of his majefty’s fubjetts; rendered 
great numbers incapable of ufeful labour and 
ervice; corrupted thcir morals; and plunged 
them into every fpecies of vice and immorality: 
that thefe deftrutive liquors were now fold, not 
only by diftillers, and the keepers of geneva- 
fhops, but by many other perfons of inferior 
trades; by which means, journeymen, appren- 
tices, and fervants, were induced to intoxicate 
themfelves witlt this bewitching drug: that the 


petitioners apprehended, that the public welfare | 


and fafety, as well as the trade of the nation, 
would be greatly affe&ted by this praétice, which 
was fo dangerous to the health, ftrength, peace, 
and morals, and tended fo much to dimintth the 


labour and induftry of his majefty’s fubjets; and | 


therefore they prayed, that the houfe would take 
the matter into their ferious confideration, 
apply fuch remedy, 
fhould feem moft proper.. 
This affair being exasmned 
motion was made for refolving, 
twenty fhillings per gallon fhould be impofed 
upon all {pirituous liquors; and that fifty thillings 
fhould be paid to his majefty fora licence, to be 
taken out annually by every perfon, who fhould 
vend, barter, or utter any fuch fpirituous liquors. 
Many plaufible objeftions were advanced againft 
thefe heavy 1 sons. 
amounted to a prohibition; and, as this ex- 
tended to rum, it might prove injurious to the 
Britith fugar iflands, which were already in a 
declining condition: that many thoufands of his 
majefty’s fubjeAs depended upon the Britith dif- 
tillery for their fupport: and that it was abfurd 


and ! 


as to them, in their wifdom, ! 
i would tend to preferve the morals of the peo- 


by the houfe, a | ple; the fang intereft of which was always 
that a duty of | 





It was faid, that they’ 
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to argue. againft the ufe of any thing from the 
abufe of it. 

It was urged on the other hand, that nothing 
but the extreme danger of the public, from the 
abufe of {pirituous liquors of -all denominations, 
could have prevailed on gentlemen to move for 
the refolutions which had now. been mentioned: 
that they were fully fenfible of the difficulties to 
which great numbers of his majefty’s fubjects 
would be reduced, by the duties propofed to 
be laid on fuch liquors; but the intereft of indi- 
viduals muft give way to the general intereft; 
and, where the prefervation of the community 
was fo effentially concerned, the inconveniences . 
which fome few particular perfons might fuffer, 
were not to be regarded: that, neverthelefs, 
all peffible care would be taken of thofe, who 
ee be affe€ted by the duties intended to be - 
laid on the retailing of {pirituous liquors, fo as 
they be enabled to engage in fome other 
kind of bufinefs: that, with refpeé to rum and 
brandy, it was likewife very certain, that they 
had been often drank to a very great excefs, 
notwithftanding the high duties impofed upon 
them, and were as pernicious both to the health 
and morals of the people, as any home-made 
{pirit: that it would be ridiculous to impofe a 
higher duty upon fpirits, which were the manu- 
facture of the fubjects of Great Britain, than upon 
rum and brandy, efpecially the latter; and that, 
if the Britith fugar iflands fhould fuffer a little by 
leflening the confumption of rum, they could 
not complain, when they confidered, that it 


to be preferred to the particular intereft of any 
particular colony. ; 

“The refolutions were accordingly approved, 
and a bill was ordered to be brought in for im 
pofing the duty. Againft this bill petitions were 
prefented by the traders to the fugar colonies, 
and by the merchants of Briftol and Liverpoo}, 
reprefenting the injuries they muft fuffer by a 
law, which amounted to a prohibition of rum 
and fpirits diftilled from molailes. In confe- 
quence of thefe remonftrances, a mitigating 
claufe was inferted in favour of the compofition 
known by the name of punch; and diftdlers were’ 
permitted to exercife any other employment. 

The 
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vmpably tapers inate ch HR by tha 
an fs “ail, 
Pier at lengih-pafled, dou hot without a 
funk: we th tt P 
In tho month.of Rebraary, tie oy ae féent 
tra seasibomel ste privy covscit to the printe 
rales, pi -mefiage ng a marrage 
fewest gh princefs of 
Saxecfothe: . propofal being agreeable to 
the prince, ior} Delaware was diffatched to the 
court «of Sane-Gottw ta demand the princels, 
who arrived ih d on the twenty-fifth of 
April; two days which the nuptials were 
The fpit of bequenthing tand and 
irit : § to pious 
charitable ules, dently 0 the prejudice of 
worthy heirs and i relatives, had become 
fo prevalent, end beén ¢arried to fuch 4 dan- 
gerous height, that it was thought neceflary to 
check this growing evil, by fome falutary regu- 
lations. For this , & bil was brought mn 
by fir Jofeph Jekyll, matter of the Rolls, to re- 
ftrain the ipl of land in Mortniain, 
whereby they becaine unalienable. 

The principle, upon which the bill was found- 
ed, that of preventing lands from going into 
Mortavain of dead handst+, had been long a 
favourite maxim with the Englith commohs; 
and indeed, nothing could be r fuited to 
the genius of a free and trading nation. The 
two univerfities, however, took the alarm. 'Fhat 
of Cambtidge, delivered a petition, reprefent- 
ing, that, the univerfity and colleges in it were 
founded fer maintaining proper pérfons in the 
ftudy of, ufeful kaowledge, and the education 
of youth in learning, virtue, and religion: that 
in general, the intentions of the founders bad 


*U this oceafion Mr. Pulteney moved for ah ad- 
drefs of congratulation to his mayefty, and wis feconded 
by Mr. George np gett and Mr. ilhara Pitt, who tonk 

1% Opportunity of profieuncing ele nts on 
the prince of Waled arid his jeconrt * = 

+ William the Corquéror Semanding the catfe why 
he himfelf comquéced Gre reatm by one battle, which the 
Danes cowkhnut do' ty wahy; Frederic, the abbot of Si. 
Albae’s afwered, that the resfen was, becaufe now the 
pelle piped ce grrerapra ddr ry OE 
given. ebony ts, and for the 
insintenince of hely wtledlent te hoch the Conqueror 
replied, that it the cletgy are % Rrong, that the realm 
: Vat. Ill, No. 96, 
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béeh anfwered; but the petitioners apprehend- 
ett; that, if the bill depending paffed without 
tundndmeént, it would fe attended both in the 
prefent and in futurity, with very prejudicial 
tonfeqtentes; as it would deprive them of do- 
nations, to fipply prefent or future deficiencies, 
of for any othér wife or great purpofes, haw- 
ufefal foever dr neceffary they might be thought: 
that a contidetdble part of their revenues arofe 
front dimitliti¢s and certain other payments, iffuing 
out of lands dod other eftatess; and that many 
of thofe payments, having been fixed in the 
teigh of quéen Elizabeth, and ffill continuing 
invariably the fame, were naw, by the great 
depreciation of money fince thet period, funk 
fo far below’their original value, as to be infuf- 
ficient to anfwer the purpofes, for which the 

were imténded: that many poor ftudents had 
neither {cholarfhip nor exhibition to affift to- 
wards their maintenance: that the number of 
advowfons, in moft colleges, was very {mall, in 
proportion to the number of fellows; and there- 
fore, hoped the houfe would exempt that uni- 
verfity, and the feveral colleges therein, out of 
the bill now before the houfe. « 

The petitioh from Oxford was nearly to the 
fame effet: in confequence of which an ex- 
eniptitg claufe was inferted, in favour of the 
two univerfities, and the colleges of Eaton, 
Wirthefter, and Weltminfter: ai with thig 
provifo, that no colleges hall be at Jiberty to 
purchafe more advowfons than are equal in 
umber to one moiety of the fellows or ftudents 
upon the refpe€tive foundations {. Several other 
amendments were made in the bill, which at 
length paffed through both houfes, amd received 
the royat affent§. 

By this time all the belligerent powers in 

Italy 
is enfeebled of men for the war, and fubje@ by it te for 
reign invafions, he would aid it. And therefore he tack 


away many of the revenues of the faid abbot, aad of 
others allo. Speed, 418. d. 

t See Rat. 9.6, Il. c. $6. called the Ratute of Morts 
main. 

§ In the courfe of this year, a remarkable riot happens 
ed at Edinburgh, which greatly engaged the gttenuon of 
the public. One Wilfon, s Gougglar a fellow of a re- 
folute {pirit, had been tried and convidted by the lord. of 

effion, for robbing one of the officers of the revenue; 

and having afterwards been guilty of one of the moft dar- 

ing actions that éver was rr that of refcuing or 
0 


206 


Italy had agreed to the -preliminaries of peace 
concluded between the emperor and France. 
The duke of Lorraine had married the emperor's 
eldeft daughter, the archduchefs Maria Therefa, 
and ceded Lorraine to France, even before he 
fucceeded to Tufcany. Don Carlos was crown- 
ed king of Sicily: Staniflaus abdicated the crown 
of Poland: and Auguftus was univerfally ac- 
knowledged fovereign of that kingdom. The 
preliminaries were approved and ratified by the 
diet of the empire; the king of Spain difpatch- 
ed orders for his troops to evacuate Tufcany, 
and the provinces in Healy yielded to the houfe 
of Auftria. 

Prince Eugene, who had a€ted as the Impe- 
rial plenipotentiary on this occafion, did not live 
to behold the happy ffuits of his negociation. 
He died at Vienna, in April, at the age of {e- 
venty-three, leaving behind him the charafter 
of an invincible hero, an accomplifhed general, 
and a confummate politician. 

About this time Great Britain fuffered a na- 
tional lofs in the death of lord chancellor Talbot, 
who had executed that high office with equal 
ability and integrity. He died, univerfally la- 
mented, at the age of fifty-two; and was fuc- 
ceeded as chancellor by lord Hardwicke ft. 

A difpute happened in the Jower houfe, in the 
courfe of this feflion, concerning a bill feat down 
from the lords, fur punifhing the magiftrates and 
city of Edinburgh, on account of the murder of 
John Porteus. In the beginning of the feffion, 
lord Carteret obferved, that notwithftanding 


of the hands of juflice, his Lrother convict in the time 
of divine fervice, and in the midft of his guatds, the 
magiftrates of Edinburgh were particularly a€tive in fee- 
ing the law enforced in the execution of the fentunce 
againft this defperate criminal. When the executioner 
was cutting hits down from the gallows, ftones and dirt, 
picked from the ftrect by the boys and rabble, were 
thrown at him, as ufual. is circumftance fu provoked 
Porteus, captain of the trained bands, a man of a brutal 
difpofition and abandoned morals, who attended the ex- 
ecution, that he ordered his men to fire among the peo- 
ple; by which rome order, feveral innocent per- 
tons were billed, and many others wounded. 

Porteus, who had no warrant for this barbarous deed, 
was committed tu prifon, tried for murder, convicted up- 
on ample evidence, and condemned to be hanged: but 
as the fmugglers were, at this time, remarkably nume- 
rous, and feemed to fet the civil and military power at 
defiance; and as fone favourable circumflances appear- 
ed on the trial of Porteus, the queen (the king wae then 
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the powers, with which the civil magiftrate was 
armed, the military force had been employed in 
{upprefling the late difturbances, none of which, 
he faid, had proceeded from any fpirit of difaffec- 
tion to the government,. but very different caufes: 
that the murder which had been‘committed by 
the populaceof Edinburgh, was of the moft atro- 
cious nature, and that the confpiracy which had 
effe€ted it was the more to be dreaded, as ‘it 
was attended with no other diforder than the 
pave ae of the crime, and feemed to have 

een formed by fome perfons of rank and con- 
fequence: that, in his opinion, their lordfhips 
ought to make the moft diligent and fevere en- 
quiry into this affair; to bring the delinquents 
to condign punifhment; and even to punith:the 
city of Edinburgh, if it fhould appear that the 
inhabitants and magiftrates had not exeried 
their utmoft endeavours to fupprefs the infurrec- 
tion. 

He was anfwered by the duke of Newcafile 
and lord Hardwicke, who affirmed, that there 
was an abfolute neceflity for employing the mi- 
litary force in quelling the late commotions. 
The earl of Ilay undertook to prove, from the 
nature of the union, and the government in 
general, that the city of Edinburgh, in its cor- 
porate capacity, could not be disfranchifed for 
any crime of its magiftrates, even fuppofin 
them to be guilty. He agreed, however, with 
the minifterial peers in thinking that the late 
difturbances had proceeded from a {pirit of dif- 
affe€tion in thc populace; and inveighed, with 


at Hanoter) thought proper to indulge him with a re- 
prieve. 

The common people of Edinburgh refented this lenity 
extended to a criminal, who was the obje@ of their de- 
teftation, ‘hey formed a confpiracy with the mot 
amazing fecrecy: and they refolved to terminate the life 
of Porteus on the very day which the judges had fixed 
for his execution, They aflembled in ditlerest bodies 
about ten, o’clock in the evening, and blocked up the 
gates of the city, to prevent the admiffion of the troops, 
which were quartered in the fuburbs, They furprized 
and rn sae the town guard: they brake open the prie- 
fon doBis; dra ged Portcous from theneg to the place of 
executions and Jeaving him hao ing by the neck on a 
dyer’s pole, quictly difperfed to their relpe@iye habites 
lions. This exploit was performed with fuch regularity. 
and circumf{peftion, as feemed to be the refuls af-a plan 
concerted by perfons of conf ; .it sthegefore 
became the objeft of a very fevere and ferious: {oratiny. 

Z ; . A. D. 1737, . 
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great fevetity, agairift the infidious arts which 
‘had been practifed to alienate the minds of the 
people from his majefty’s perfon and govern- 
ment. 

At length, the houfe having procured all the 
intelligence that could pofbly be obtained, a 
bill was brought in to difable Alexander Wil- 
fon, efquire, lord-provoft of Edinburgh, from 
enjoying any office of magiftracy in the city of 
Edinburgh, or elfewhere im Great Britain; for 
imprifoning the faid Alexander Wilfon; for abo- 
lifhing the guard of that city, and for taking 
away the gates of the Nether-bow Port, fo as to 
open a,communication between the city and the 
fuburbs in which the king’s troops were quar- 
tered. 

This bill was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the duke 
of Argyle, and others; but notwithftanding the 
objetions ftated by his grace and other Scottith 
lords, the bill paffed, and was fent down to the 
commons, where it produced a long and ob- 
{tinate conteft. At length, after vehement dif- 
putes and violent altercations, the whole was re- 
duced to a fimple aét, difabling Alexander Wil- 
fon, the lord provoft, from enjoying any office 
or place of magiftracy in the city of Edinburgh, 
or elfewhere in Great Britain, and for impofing 
a fine of two thoufand pounds upon the cor- 

otation for the benefit of Porteous’s widow. 

ven the bill, though thus mitigated, was fo 
{trenuoufly oppofed by the Scottifh members, 
and by all who favoured their caufe, that it 
paffed by a majority only of twenty-feven voices. 
It was then tranfmitted to the lords, by whom 
it was approved, and foon after confirmed by 
the royal fanttion*. 

The’ attention of the public was now engroffed 
by an affair of a very delicate and interefting 
nature. The princefs of Wales had advanced 
to the very Jaft month of her pregnancy, before 
the king and queen had received any .intelli- 


* The minifter and his friends were about this time 
fo provoked at the torrents of abufe whiclt ‘had been 
hate forth againft them on the ftage, that they re- 
olved to difcourage or fupprefs it, For this purpofe a 
bill was brought in for limiting the number of play- 
houfes, and for fubjeGting all dramatic performances, ¢x- 
hibited on the flage, to the infpedion of the lord-cham- 
berlain of his mt houfehold, without a licence from 
whom they thould not be fuffered to be performet. In 
fupport of fhis bill, fir Robert Walpole produced a co- 
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gence of her having conceived. She was twice 
conveyed from Hampton Court to the palace 
of St. James's, when her labour-pains were 
fuppofed to be approaching; and at length was 
delivered of a daughter, the princefs Augufta, 
about two hours after her arrival. 
The king, apprifed of this event, fent a mef- 
fage by the earl of Effex to the prince, congra- 
tulating him on the birth of the bards but at 
the fame time expretfing his ditpleafure at the 
condu& of his royal highnefs, as an indignity 
offered to himfelf and the queen. The prince 
deprecated his majefty’s anger in feveral fub- 
' miffive letters, and implored the queen’s medi- 
‘ation. The princefs joined her intreaties to 
thofe of his royal highnefs; but all their fup- 
plications proved ineffectual. ‘The king, in an- 
other meffage tranfmitted by the duke of Graf- 
ton, obferved, that the whole of the prince’s 
conduét had long been fo entirely deftitute of 
duty to him, that he muft reafonably fuppofe 
him to be highly offended at his deportment: 
that till he fhould withdraw his regard and con- 
fidence from ‘thofe, by whofe inftigation and 
advice he was dire€ted and eacouraged in his 
unwarrantable behaviour to him and the queen, 
and till he returned to his duty, he fhould not 
refide in his palace; which he would not fuffer 
to be made the refort of thofe, who, under the {pe- 
cious appearance of an attachment to the prince, 
fomented the divifion which had arifen in his 
family, and weakened the common intereft of 
the whole: that in this fituation, be would ad- 
mit of no reply; but when his a€tions fhould 
manifeft a proper fenfe of his duty and fubmif- 
fion, that circumftance might induce him to 
pardon what, at prefent, he fo juftly refented : 
that, in the mean time, it was his pleafure, that 
the prince fhould quit St. James’s with all his 
family, as foon as it could be done without pre- 
jadice or inconvenience to the princefs: and 


medy, abounding with treafon and fedition, which had 
been put in his hands, and which had been offered to 
the theatre in order to be exhibited, The meafure, how- 
ever, was ftrongly oppofed by all the anti-courtiers, who 
reprcfented it as a direé eolation of the liberty of the 
prefs: but notwithfanding their utmoft efforts, the bill 
was enacted into a law: nor has it been productive of 
any of thofe dreadful confequences, which the minority,, 
at that time, pretended to forefce, : 
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that he fhould, for the prefent, leave to the prin 
cefs the care of -his grand-daughter, till a pros 
per time called upon- him to contider of her edu- 
Cation, 

_ In obedience to this meflage, the prince re- 
tired to Kew, and made farther efforts to be re- 
admitted into his majefty’s favour, which, how- 
ever he could not regain. Neverthelefs, he fent 
lord Baltimore, one of his domeftics, to lord 
Grantham, the queen's chamberlain, entreating 
to know whether /ke would receive a letter 
from him, in extenuation of his conduét. Her 
majefty declined the expedient; that princefs 
wrote a humble and fubmiffive letter to the 
king, who returned an anfwer full of affe@tion 
and civility to her highnefs; though it plainly 
appeared, that his difpleafure at the conduét of 
the prince was rather increafed than abated. 
The princefs alfo wrote a fubmiffive letter to 
the queen, who anfwered it in a very affectionate 
manner; but, at the fame time intimated, that 
the king had more reafon to be difpleafed with 
the prince, than either fhe or the public appre- 
hended *, 

However unjgftifiable the prince’s condutt 
might have been, the punifhment appears to 
have been too fevere, if not rigorous and cruel; 
for he was not even admitted into the prefence 
of the queen his mother, who had been feized 
with her laft indifpofition, to implore her forgive- 
nefs, and receive her final bleflingt. She died 
on the twentieth of November, in the fifty-fifth 
year of her age, regretted as a princefs of dif- 
tinguifhed merit, great penetration, extenfive 
generofity, anda pattern of conjugal affeCion 
and fidelity. ; 

In the courfe of this year a rupture happened 
between the Turks and Ruffians, the laft of 
whom were affifted by the emperor, who alfo 
declared war againft the Grand Signior. The 
Ruffian army was commanded by count Mu- 
nich, who conduéted the campaign with equal 
{pint and fuccefs, He took Afoph on the Black 
Sea, and reduced Oczakow, one of the ftrongeft 


® Such was the conclusion of a correfpondence, which 
wa, foon after publified by . uthority, and made various 
imprefiions on the minds of the public. The candid and 
‘ nmpartial part of the nation believed, and openly de- 
celared, that both the hing and the prince were impofed 
on by thofe, who were mtcrefted in creauing a difference 
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places id the Turkith dominions, and defended 
by a garrifon of twenty thoufand men. Thefe 
conquefts, however, which were, in a great 
meaiure, to be attributed to the valour of geé 
neral Keith, brothet to the éarl mérifchal of 
Scotland, coft the Ruflian army fo dear, that 
Munich was unable to improve the advantages 
he had gained. But another body of Mutco- 
vites, under the command of general Lafci, pet 
netrated into Crim Tartaty, and overcame the 
greateft part of it with amazing rapidity. 

The Imperialifts, who attacked the Turks in 
another quarter, were far from being equally 
fuccefsful, The duke of Lorraine had the no- 
minal command of the army; but the opera- 
tions were direfled by count Seckendorf, an old 
officer and a Protettant. The emperor had in- 
vefted him with this fituation, in compliment 
to the diet of the empire, by whom he was 
aflifted in sae: the war. His firft at 
tempt was againft Widin upon the Danube; 
but finding it too advantageoufly fituated to be 
reduced without a fleet, he fuddenly attacked 
Niffa, which he foon compelled to furrender. 
This, however, was the extremity of his good for. 
tune. A confiderable part of his army was de« 
ftroyed by the exceffive heats; and, in confe- 
quence of the intrigues of the Roman Catho 
lics, he was deprived of the neceffary fupplies. 
This obliged him to divide his army. With one 
part of which, he formed the blockade of Widin, 
which, after a few ineffectual attempts, he was 
obliged to abandon, with fome lofs. 

The baron de Raunach, another Imperial ge- 
neral, having penetrated into Croatia, at the 
head of fix thoufand men, was totally routed; 
and the prince of Saxhilburghaufen, who had 
undertaken the fiege of Bagnalac, was defeated 
by a fuperior body of Turks, who flew the 
greater part of his army. 

Thefe fudden and repeated loffes threw the 
court of Vienna into the utmoft confternation. 
Seckendorf was recalled to account for his 
condu@i and the chief command of the 


between them. 
t She had fo far yielded to the paternal refentment of 
his majefty, that dechned an interview with the 
ince, whe was particularly fhocked at the t ts of 
losing bis mother before he had recovered her forgivenefa 
and regard, 
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amy was conferred uporr velt-marefchal Phil- 
lippi. The Turks, however, notwithftinding 
their great fucceffes, were extremely defirous 
of a peace; conferences were opencd on the 
fubject at Niemeren; but, as the Ruffians 
infifted on keeping poffeffion of Afoph and 
Oczakow, no aceommodation could be effetted; 
and the troops of the feveral belligerent pow- 
ers were confequently diftributed in winter- 
quarters. 

Such was the fituation of affairs in Europe, 
when the king of Great Britain opened the par- 
liament, on the twenty-fourth of January*, with 
a fhort {peech, recommending the difpatch of the 

yblic bufinefs with prudence and unanimity. 

ach houfe prefented a warm addrefs of con- 
dolence to his majefty on the queen’s death, with 
which he appeared to be extremely affeCted. The 
firft, and indeed the principal bufinefs that came 
before them in the courfe of this feffion, was an 
enquiry into the Spanith depredations. 

His majefty had referred this fubjeét to a com- 
mittee of the privy council, where the merchants 
endeavoured to make good their allegations. 
Their caufe was {pecious and popular: the pub- 
lic readily efpoufed their quarrel: they were 
defended by the oppofition in both houfes, who 
wanted to force the miniftry into a war with 
Spain: and, encouraged by all thefe favourable 
circumftances, they delivered a very fpirited pe- 
tition to the lower houfe, reprefenting that the 
Spaniards had fhewn fo little regard to his ma- 
jefty’s moft gracious endeavours to obtain Aerwes 
to his fubje€ts, that they had continuéd their 
depredations, almoft ever fince the treaty of Se- 
ville: and that, therefore, as the meafures hi- 
therto purfued had proved ineffectual, they 
humbly hoped the houfe would take the matter 
into their moft ferious confideration, and provide 
fuch means, as to them fhould feem moft pro- 

er, for procuring relief to the unhappy fuf- 
erers, and for preventing infults and depreda- 
tions on the Britith fubjetts for the future. 

This petition, reinforced by others of a fimi- 
Jar nature from moft of the trading towns in 
the kingdom, had fuch influence upon the houfe, 
that a motion was made to addrefs his majefty 
for copies of all the reprefentations, fent by the 
miniftry of England to that of Spain, fince the 
firft of November laft, and of fuch anfwers 
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as had been returned to thefe remonftrancés. 
Sir Robert Walpole expreffed his fentiments wv 
on this fubje€t, and the houfe were fo well é. 
tisfied with the franknefs and candour of his 
fpeech, that he carried his point by a majotity 
of one hundred and fixty four, againft ninety 
nine voices. 

Regardlefs of this repulfe, the minority re 
folved to renew their attacks in another fhape. 
With this idea, Mr. Pulteney moved, that leave 
fhould be given to bring in a bill for the more 
effectual fecuring and encouraging the trade of 
his majefty’s fubje&ts in America. The inten- 
tion of this a€&t was to give the property of all 
prizes, taken from the Spaniards after the de- 
claration of war, to the officers and failors pre- 
fent in the aftion; to allow to the failors five 
pounds, by way of head money, for every Spa- 
niard taken at fea; and to veft in the captors, 
by his majefty’s patent, the property of all the 
places conquered from the Spaniards. 

Little oppofition was made to this bill at its 
firft reading; but when a motion was made for 
reading it a fecond time, fir Robert Walpole 
alledged, that with regard to the firft article, if 
hoftilities were immediately to commence againft 
Spain, and a fquadron of Englith thips of war 
was to take the whole plate fleet of the Spaniards, 
with all their regifter thips, every fhilling of the 
money mouft become the property of the Englith 
feamen, though it was notorious, that not a 
fifth part of that treafure belonged to the Spa- 
niards, but was the property of the French, the 
Dutch, and other trading nations of Europe; 
and as it was not to be fuppofed, that the failors 
would willingly part with what was once de- 
clared to be their due, the government muft 
either violate the prefent a€t in order to make 
them refund the effeéts of the neutral nations ; 
or the parliament muft load the people with new 
taxes, to make that money; or, fhould 
none of thefe expedients be adopted, Great 
Britain muft ex to involve herfelf in a war 
with all the different nations whofe property fhe 
had thus invaded: that with refpeé to the grant- 
ing head-money, as it was called, for every 
Spaniard taken at fea, he thought it a pro- 
per meafure, and therefore he would readily 
agree to it as foon as war fhould be declared: 
that with regard to the au article he thought 
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it of a moft dangerous nature; and that, if it 
paffed into an af, it mutt effeftually cut off al) 
poffibility of concluding any fafe and honourable 
peace; becaufe, in all negociations, fome places 
on both fides were ufually given up, in order to 
facilitate the treaty; amethod, which could not 
be purfued, if his majefty, by letters patent, 
fhould beftow the property on others. 

Thefe, and many other arguments, advanced 
by the minifter and his friends, were deemed 
fo ftrong and forcible, that the bill was rejeCted 
by a confiderable majority. A fet of refolutions, 
however, propofed by Mr. Pulteney, and amend- 
ed by fir Robert Walpole, were unanimoufly ap- 
proved, and prefented to his majetty*. 

On the twentieth of May, his majefty con- 
cluded the feffion with a fpeech, in which he 
obferved, that agreeable to what had appeared 
to be the concurrent opinion of both houfes of 
parliament, he had given orders to repeat, in the 
ftrongeft and moft impreflive manner, his inftances 
at the court of Spain for obtaining fatisfa€tion 
for the many injuries and loffes fuftained by his 
trading fubje€ta,in America, and for effeCtually 
fecuring their rights for the future; and he 
hoped, from the juftice and equity of the Ca- 
tholic king, to procure and eftablith a free and 
uninterrupted exercife of trade and navigation 


* An a@ paffed at this time, for building a bridge 
acrofs the river Thames, from the Woolltaple Weftmin- 
fier, to the oppofite thore in Surry, now denominated 
Weftminfter Bridge; and fome farther regulations were 
made for preventing the abufe of {pirituous liquors: 

+ The aé to difcourage the retail confumption of fpi- 
rituous liquors had enraged the populace to fuch a degree 
as to occafion perpetual tumults in the cities of London 
and Weftminiter. They were fo addicted to the ufc of 
that pernicious compound, fo well known by the familiar 
appellation of gin, rat they ran all ritks rather than fuller 


the mortitication of being deprived of it; and fo little | 


retard was paid to the law, by which it was pruhibited, 
that, in Jefs than two years, twelve thoufand perfons 
were, within the bills of mortality, convited of having 
fold it illegally. Near half that number was caft in the 
penalty of one hundred pounds; and three thoufand per- 
fons advanced ten poonds each, to avoid the difzrace of 
being committed to the houfe of corre@ion. 

A dangerous fpirit appeared, at the fame time, in the 
weftern counties of England, where a number of jour- 
neymen and fervants, who fuppofing they had received 
ill treatpent from their mafters, sofe in a tumultuous man- 
ner, and committed the moft terrible outrages againft 
the perfons and properties of thefe who incurred 
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between the fubjefts of the two crowns, agree 
able to treaties and the law of nations. ~ -. 

omer after the conclufion of the feffion, 
the princefs of Wales was delivered of a fon, 
who was baptized by the name of George, and 
who now fo worthily adorns the throne. His 
birth was celebrated with uncammon rejoicings ; 
congratulatory addreffes were prefented to the 
king by the two univerfities, and moft of the cities 
and corporations in the kingdom. The prince 
of Wales, however unfortunately continued un- 
der the difpleafure of his majefty, who had ex- 
prefsly ordered the lord chamberlain to fignify 
in the Gazette, that no perfon who vifited the 
prince, fhould be admitted into his majefty’s 
prefence at any of the royal palacest. 

In the mean time, the vigorous refolutions of 
the laft parliament had alarmed the court of 
Madrid to fuch a degree,, that advances were 
made by his Catholic majefty for compromifing 
all differences between the crown of Great Bri- 
tain and Spain. ‘Thefe propofals, being favour- 
ably received by the Britith miniftry, tho pro. 
duced the convention which afterwards excited 
fo much rumour, and which was confidered as 
a previous ftep towards a general accomoda- 
tion. This convention was concluded at Pardo 
on the fourteenth of January}. Though the 


their refentment. To quell thefe difturbances, and pre- 
vent the flames of {edition fiom fpreading into other 
counties, a body of troops was quartered at Bradford, 
Trowbridge, Melkhham, Chippenham, Wetfbury and 
Yarmouth. 

About the fame period a moft alarming infult was 
committed upon juftice, by a party of failors, at Wapping, 
who cut duwn trom the gibbet, and reftored to lile, one 
Buchanan, who had been fentenced to fuifer death for 
murder; and notwithftanding the atrocity of the crime 
and the danger of the example, fo much were the offen- 
ders favoured by the public, that not one of them could 
ever be «difcovercd. 

~ A.D. 1739. In the houfe of lords, about this time 
complaint was made by lord Delaware, of a fatire, en- 
titled, Magners, written by Mr. Whitehead; in which 
fome chereGers of diftinction were feverely lathed, in the 
true Spirit of poetry. It was voted a libel; a motion 
was made to take the author into cuftody, but, he hav- 
ing withdrawn himfelf, the refentment of the’ houle fell 
upon R, Dodfley, the publifher of the work, who was 
committed tothe uther of the black rod, though the earl 
of Abingdon, lord Carteret, and lord Talbot, tpoke in his 
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terms of this treaty were heither fo honourable 
nor fo advantageous to Great Britain as might 
have been expeéted, they were the beft that 
could be obtained, without involving the king- 
dom in a war with Spain, and eventually with 
France, as was forefeen by that minifter. 

The chief article of the convention provided, 
that his catholic majefty fhould pay to the fub- 
jeéts of Great-Britain the fum of ninety-five 
thoufand pounds fterling, within four months, 
as an indemnification for their loffes, in confe- 
quence of the feizures made by the guarda- 
coftas. This was, in reality, acknowledging the 
injuftice of thofe feizures; but no provifion 
being made againft future violences, the grand 
queftion, “ Whether Britifh veffels, navigating 
*¢ the American feas, fhould be any where, or 
“‘ under any circumftances fubje&t to Search?” 
being left to be difcuffed by a congrefs, the inte- 
wefts of the country were therefore fuppofed to be 
betrayed, and the whole nation was thrown into 
a ferment*. Petitions againft the convention 
was fent from all the principal trading towns 
in the kingdom, and the univerfal outcry was, 
“A free fea or a war!” Sir Robert Walpole 
found himfelf under the neceffity of refigning, 
or of yielding to the voice of the multitude: 
and the king of Spain by neglefting to pay the 
ftipulated fum on the day appointed, furnifhed 
him:with a decent pretext for declaring war, 
without abandoning his pacific principles. On 
the contrary, he affirmed, that the convention- 
treaty would have been attended with all the 
advantages which could be procured by the 
moft fuccefsful wart; and that future ages 
would do juftice to the counfels that produced it. 


* A moft violent altercation took place in the houfe, 
and petitions were prefented againft the treaty by the 
merchants trading to America, ‘by the city of London, 
and by almoft all the towns and corporations in the king- 
dom. That of the merchants particularly aflerted, that 
the Spaniards were fo far from abandoning their unjufti- 
fiable pratice of vifiting and fearching Britith dhips fail- 
ing to and from the Britith plantations, that they appeared 
to have claimed the power of doing it as a right, by 
having itfifted, that the differences which had arifen 
concerning it fhould be referred to the difcuflion of ple- 
nipotentiaries, without having even agreed to decline 
fuch vifitation and fearch, during the continuance of this 
difcuffion. 

+ It would at leaft have been produétive of more ad- 
vantages than the war ‘which enfued. And if it fhould 
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But though the pacific difpofition of fir Ro- 
bert Walpole, and his perfe€t knowledge of the 
effential interefts of his country, made him 
averfe to war, he no fooner refolved upon holti- 
lities than the vigour of his meafures was as re 
markable as his former moderation. A power- 
ful fleet, under admiral Haddock was fent to 
cruize off the coaft of Spain; and admiral 
Vernon, an officer who ftood high in the public 
favour, was appointed to the command of a 
{quadron in the Weft-Indies. This gentleman 
had rendered himfelf confpicuous in the houfe 
of commons, by exclaiming againft the mea- 
fures of the minifter, and bluntly and boifter- 
oufly declaring his fentiments on every occafion. 
As he had once commanded a f{quadron in the 
Weft-Indies, he was well acquainted in thofe 
feas; and ina debate upon the Spanifh depre- 
dations, he declared that he would undertake 
to reduce Porto Bello with fix fhips. That offer 
was echoed from the mouths of all the members: 
in oppofition, and reverberated from every 
corner of the kingdom. Vernon became the 
idol of the people: and the minifter, to gain 
their confidence, fent him to fulfil his boatt; 
not perhaps without hopes that he might fail in 
the attempt, and incur difgrace on himfelf, and 
on his party. 

The minority did not fail to avail themfelves 
of the opportunity. ‘They extolled Vernon as 
another Drake or Raleigh. The event, how- 
ever, juftified the admiral’s aflertion. He failed 
from Jamaica with no more than fix fhips, and 
two hundred and forty foldiers on board}. Yet 
fuch was the conduét of the Spaniards, and the 
romantic bravery of the Britifh tars, who mount-_ 


be faid, that it was impoflible to forefee the fubfequent 
misfortunes, wlich arole from a variety of caufes, it may 
be added in reply, That the intereft of a few merchants 
concerned in a lucrative contraband trade was not a fuffi- 
cient obje@ to engage the two great nations in a war, the 
fuccefs of which muft be doubtful, and which mutt be 
profecuted at a vaft expence of blood and treafure. It 
was the unfubmitting pride of the two nations that in- 
volved them in hoftilities: and that pride, on the part of 
England, was inflamed by a fet of ambitious men in both 
houfes of parliament, who affumed the deluding name of 
patriots; but who, fince time has elucidated their cha- 
raters, appear to have been only a defperate faction, 
ftruggling for the emoluments of office. 
¢ A.D. 1740, 
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ed the walls of the fortiGcations in a manner 
thouzht impraGticable, that Porto Bello was 
taken almoft without bloodfhed *. 

The town of Porto Bello, on the ifthmus of 
Darien, is difpofed in the form of a crefcent, on 
the declivity of a mountain. The harbour was 
well de by forts, all which were taken 
and blown up by admiral Vernon, who imme- 
diately abandoned his conqueft. It could only 
be important to the mafters of Peru, as its opu- 
lence depended only on its fituation; and even 
that opulence could not induce many inhabitants 
conftantly to refide on the fpot; it is, indeed, fo 
unhealthy, that it has been denominated the grave 
of the Spaniards. But during the annual fair, 
which continued forty days, Porto Bello was a 
theatre of the richeft commerce that was ever 
tranfafted on the face of the earth. Seated on 
the northern fide of the ifthmus which divides 
the two feas, thither were conveyed from Pa- 
nama, on the Pacific Ocean, the gold, filver, 
and other valuable produttions of Chili and 
Peru, to be exchanged for the manufaCtures of 
Europe; and there arrived the galleons from Old 
Spain, laden with every article of neceffity, ac- 
commodation and luxury. The inhofpitable and | 
almoft deferted town, was then | 
filled with peoples its port was crowded with 
fhips; and the neighbouring fields were covered 
with droves of mules, almoft finking under the 
weight of precious metals. Inftead of filence 
and folitade, nothing was to be feen but buft- 

* The prafiice of impreffing feamen to man the navy 
had long been a fisbje& of complaint in England. Man 
expedients had been propofed for extirpating this evil; 
bat as all of them had been found to be attended with con- 
fequences more dangerous than the pratice itfelf, none 
of them had ever been adopted by government. The 
minority, however, who never failed to feize every plau- 
Gble, pretext of condemning the meafures of the court, 
raifed at this time a moft violent outcry againf the mi- 
niftry on account of this arbitrary cuftom, which admits 
of no palliation but from its neceflity. To filence their 
clamours, a bill was introduced by fr Charles Wager, for 
regiftering all feamen, watermen, fifhermen, lightermen, 
keelmen, bargemen, and fea-faring men, capable of fer- 
vice at fea, throughout his majefty’s dominions, The 
minority exclaimed againft this pra@ice as of French 
origin, and tending to enflave the moft ufcful body of 
meu inthe kingdom. Sir Charles Wager jekuomideed 
that the fcheme was borrowed from the French govern- 
ment, jw declared, at the fame time, that it was the beft 
expedient he could or perhaps the only one that 
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ling multitudes, bales of goods, arid chefts yes 
plete with treafuref. = -- 

But that rich commerte, as well as the.con- 
traband trade, has fince been ruined by the 
abolition of the galleons, and {ubfituting in 
their place regifter-thips; which failing round 
Cape Hom, pals immediately to the ports of 
Chit and Peru, with a fupply ef European 
goods, and return to Europe with the treafure 
by the fame courfe f. 

The joy of the Englifh nation on the taking of 
Porto-Bello was exceffive. The two houfes of 
parliament congratulated his majefty on the fuc- 
cefs of his arms: the people were confirmed in 
their opinion of Vernon; and his good fortune 
induced the minifter to continue him in the 
command of the Britihh fleet in the Weft- 
Indies, ; 

This compliance with the withes of the people, 
caufed the popular members of the houfe of com- 
mons to be more clamorous, ‘They confidered it 
as a partial victory, and refulved to puth their ad- 
vantage: they attempted the entire removal of 
the minifter; anda motion was even made to that 
purpofe. Picqued at this a cant return, as 
he confidered it, fir Robert Walpole concluded 
a mafterly {peech (in which he refuted every 
charge gr againft him) with the following 
keen expreffions, which ftrongly mark the cha- 
rafter of thofe contentious and venal times, 
“ Gentlemen,” faid he, “have talked a great 
“ deal of patriotifm; a venerable word, fir! 


could be devifec, tor remedying the evil of imprefiing 
feamen, The: .cafure, however, was rendered fo odious 
by the violent declamations of the anti-minifterial party, 

at it was judged moft prudent to decline it for the 
prefent. 

The hing having, by meflage, communicated to the 
houfe his intention of difpofing of his daughter the pria- 
cefs Mary in marriage to prince Frederic of Heffe; and 
expreffed his hope, that the commons would enable hin 
to give a fuitable portion with her; they unanimouly 
agreed to grent forty thoufand pounds for that purpofe. 

+ Ulioa’s Voyage, Vol. I. 

t In confequence of anew regulation adopted in 1748, 
the trade of Panama and Porto-Bello has been almoft re- 
duced to nothing; and thefe two towns, formerly called 
the heys of communication between the North and South 
Seu, between Spain and her moft valuable colonies, now 
ferve only asa paffage for the negroes who aga carricd to 
Peru, and fome other inconfiderable branches of decay- 
ing trafic, Robert/on's Arp, of America, book viii. 
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4‘ when rightly underftood! But I am forry to 
“ obferve, that of late it has been fo much 
hackneyed, that it is in danger of falling into 
 difgrace ; the very idea of true patriotifm is 
“ loft, and the term has been proftituted to the 
“ very worft of purpofes. <A patriot! why pa- 
* triots fpring up like mufhrooms: I could raife 
“fifty of them within the four-and-twenty 
“hours. Ihave raifed many of them in a night. 
“It is but refufing to giatify an unreafonable 
“ or an infolent demand, and up ftarts a patriot. 
“I have sever been afraid of making patriots, 
“fir; but I difdain and defpife all they can do. 
‘“—-No man, I believe, who ever had the ho- 
“ nour of ferving the crown, ever had fuch an 
“ attack made upon him as the prefent motion; 
‘a motion, which gentlemen have been fo long 
“ meditating, fo long threatening, and which 
“ they had fo much defire to fupport: but, fir, 
‘has it heen fupported, has it been attempted 
“to be fupported, with even the fhadow of 
“ evidence?—Yes, fir, I have long heard of 
“‘ this motion, and let gentlemen contradict me 
“it they can, when I fay, 1 could have pre- 
“‘ vented it. By what means, I leave the houfe 
“to judge. But I chofe, fir, they fhould do 
“ their utmoft ; and I rejoice in this debate, let 
“ the iffue of it be what it will, more than I 
“ever did in any one thing, that has happened 
“‘ to me in the courfe of my life*.” 

The reduction of Porto Belio was only a pre- 
Jude to greate: aterprifes. Nothing Jefs was 
refolved upon wan the utter deftruction of the 
Spanifh fettlements in the New World. With 
this view, an Enghifh fquadron was difpatched 
to the South Sea, under commodore Anfon, to 
ravage the coafts of Peru and Chili; while a 
fleet of twenty-feven fail of the line, commanded 
by fir Chaloner Ogle, befides trigates, fire-fhips, 
borhb-ketches, ftore-fhips, vi€tuallers, and tranf- 
ports, with ten thoufand Jand forces on board, 
was difpatched to the Weft Indies, to reinforce 
admiral Vernon, and co operate with Anfon, by 
means of intelligence to be conveyed acrofs the 
ifthmus of Darien. ‘The land forces were com- 
manded by lord Cathcart, a nobleman of ap- 
proved honour, and experience in military affairs: 
and the ardour of the foldiers and failors to pro- 
ceed to ation was exceffive. This evidently 
a ina letter from lord Cathcart to admiral 
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Vernon, from thefe words. “ In the troops I 
“ bring you, there is fpirit, there is good will; 
“ which, when properly condudted, will ae 
“ duce, I hope, what the nation expe& from 
“ us—will make us the glorious inflruments of 
* finifhing the war, with all the advantages to 
“ the public that its happy beginning promifes ; 
“ and with this diftinguifhing circumftance, that 
* thofe happy effects have been owing to a pet. 
“felt harmony between the fea and lund- 
“ forces.” 

The want of that harmony unfortunately 
proved the ruin of the armament. As lord Cath- 
cart died foon after his arrival in the Weft In- 
dies, the command of the land forces devolved 
upon brigadier-general Wentworth, an officer 
without experience, refolution, or authority. He 
poffeffed aJl the obftinacy of Vernon, and had 
as great a contempt for the fea, as the admiral 
had for the land fervice+. Thefe two il-affo- 
ciated commanders, whofe powers were difcre- 
tionary, after being reinforced with troops from 
the Englifh colonies in America, determined to 
attack Carthagena. 

The city of Carthagena is feated on a penine 
fula, or fandy ifland, which is joined to the con- 
tinent by two artificial necks of land, the broadeft 
of which is about feventy yards wide. Its for- 
tifications are regular, and ereGted in the modern 
ftile. The houfes are principally compofed of 
ftone, and the ftreets are broad, ftrait, and well 
paved. The inhabitants are fuppofed to amount 
to about twenty-five thoufand. Ata little dif 
tance a hill of a middling height prefents itfelf, 
on which is built the citadel of St, Lazarus. 
This fort commands the town, and, part of the 
harbour, which is the fafeft in the American 
dominions of Spain. It is two leagues in ex- 
tent, and has a fafe and excellent bottom. 
Though its trade has lately declined, the ex- 
cellence of its harbour, and its vicinity to the 
rich provinces of Santa Fé, Popayan, and Choco, 
muft ever render it a place of great importance, 

In confcquence of the refolution of the Eng- 
Jifh commanders to attack this ftrong and opu- 
lent city, a defcent was made on the ifland of 
Tierra Bomba, near the entrance of the har- 
baur, which is known by the name of Bocca 
Chica, or Little Mouth, from its narrownefs, 
and which was fortified with ecaftles, batteries, 

3H booms, 
+ A.D. 1741. 
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“booms, chains, cables, and thips of war. Se- 
veral of the fmaller caftles were {pcedily reduced 
by fir Chaloner Ogle, to whom that fervice was 
committed ; and batteries being ereCted againft 
the principal fortifications, the Boradcra battery 
and Fort St. Jofeph were fucceflively taken by 
Storm. A breach was made in Caftillo Grande, 
and the Britith troops, fupported by the feamen, 
advanced to the alfaulr. Contrary to expeéta- 
tion, they found the works abandoned. The 
Spanith fhips, which lay acrofs the mouth of the 
harbour, were either taken or deflroyed; the 
paffage was opened ; the fleet entered without 
farther oppofition, and the troops were difem- 
barked within a mile of the city. 

Afier thus eafily fdrtanunting fo many diff- 
culties, the beliegers thought they had only to 
take poffetlion of Carthagena. A thip was in- 
ftantly difpatched to London with the agreeable 
intelligence, and public.rejoicings took place at 
Jamaica, and over all the Englith iflands in the 
Weft Indies. But the animofities which broke out 
between Vernon and Wentworth, difappointed 
the hopes of the nation, as well as the fanguine 
expe€tations of thofe concerned in the expedi- 
tion. Each feemed more eager for the difgrace 
of his rival, than zealous for the honour of his 
country. The admiral was continually remind- 
ing the general of the neceflity of cutting off 
the communication between the town and the 
country, and of attacking the citadel of St. La- 
zarus, by which it was defended. Refolutions, 
ina council of war, were formed for that pur- 
pofe, but nothing was ever undertaken in con- 
fequence of thofe refolutions. A fhameful in- 
activity, which partly proceeded from the cli- 


* The heat is intolerable and perpetual at Carthagena: 
and the torrents of water that are inceilantly pouring 
down, from May to Nevember, have this Pocear eb 
that they never cool the air which is fometimes a little 
modera'ed during the dry feafon, by the northecaft winds. 
The nights are equally fu'try. Hence the inhabitants, 
‘wafted by profufe perfpiration, appeag fick and ema- 
ciated ; all their motions are languid, ard fluggith ; ee 
fpeech foft and flaw, and their words are generally ‘broken 
and interrupted. Every thing relative to them indicates 
a relaxed habit of body. Ulloa Voy. lib.i.cap.v. 

+ Afier fhe re-embarkation of the troops, the difeafes 
peculiar to the «imate and feafon began to rage with in- 
ciwefed fury. Nothing was heard from fhip to thip, but 
complaints and execrations ; the groans of the dying, and 
‘the fervice for the dead! Nothing was feen, but objects 
of woe os images of dcjeCtion, and the commanders, 
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mate, feems to have poffeffed the troops*, The 
general, by way of recrimination, threw the 
blame of the delay upon the admiral; and the 
admiral retorted upon the general t. 

The expedition under Anfon was difaftrous 
in the beginning ; and accident only prevented 
its terminating in equal difgrace. Being at- 
tacked by a furious ftorm in paffing Cape Horn, 
two of his fhips were obliged to return in dif- 
trefs; one was loft; another received fo much 
injury, as to be abandoned foon after; and 
the greater part of his people were fwépt away 
by the fea-fcurvy, before he reached the ifland 
of Juan Fernandez, a place appointed for their 
rendezvous. In this delightful abode the re- 
mainder of his crew recovered their health and 
fpirits; and the Centurion, his own fhip, being 
ftill in tolerable repair, he foon put to fea, 
took feveral prizes off the coaft Ei Chili, and 
plundered the town of Paita, on the coaft of 
Peru, where he obtained a booty of filver, 
amounting to thirty thoufand pounds. From his 
prifoners he received information, that, not- 
withftanding his reduced force, he had nothin 
to fear in thofe latitudes; as Don Jofeph Pe- 
zarro, who commanded a Spanifh fquadron def- 
tined to oppofe him, had been obliged to return 
to Rio de la Plata, after having luit two thips 
and two thoufand men, in attempting to double 
Cape Horn. 

But that confolatory intelligence was balanced 
by information of a lefs plealing nature. An- 
fon alfo difcovered, from fome papers on board 
his prizes, that the Englifh expedition againft 
Carthagena had mifcarried, - Difcouraged by 
this intelligence, he declined attempting to pur- 


who had agrecd in nothing elfe, were unanimous in plead. 


! ing the aoe of a retreat from this fcene of mifery 


and difgrace. The fortifications of the harbour of Car- 
thagena were accordingly demolified, and the Englifh 
fleet failed:for Jamaica, -to the aftonifhment and confufion 
of the mother country, as well a$ of the cvlonies. The 
eople were deprefied in poronion to that expberant 
joy with which they had been elevated; nor was any 
thing afterwards dohe by the conduétors of this unfor- 
tunate enterprife, to retrieve the honour of the Britifh 
arms. Though Vernop was reinforced, with feveral thips 
of the linc, and Wentworth with three thoufand foldiers 
from England; and although they fucceffively threatened 
St. Jago de Cuba, and Panama, ‘(he returned home, 
without effeQing any thing -of confequence, notwith- 
ftlanding the lofs of near twenty thoufand men. Ausell’s 
Hift, Mod. Eur, v.55. ee ok % 
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fue his inftru€tions refpefting Panama, and bore 
away for Acapulca, in hopes of intercepting 
the Manilla galleon, which he underftood was 
ther at fea*. 

The archduchefs Maria Therefa had taken 
quiet poffeilion of that vaft inheritance, which 
was fecured to her by the Pragmatic Sanétion f. 
She received the homage of the ftates of Auftria 
at Vienna; and the kingdoms of Hungary and 
Bohemia {wore allegiance to her by their depu- 
ties, as did the Italian provinces, Poffeffed of 
a popular affability, which her predeceffuis had 
feldom praétifed, the gained the hearts of her 
fubjeéts,, without diminifhing her dignity. But 
above all, fhe ingratiated herfelf with the Hun- 
garians, in voluntarily accepting the ancient oath 
of their fovereigns; by which the fubjeGs, 
fhould their privileges be invaded, are permitted 
to defend themfelves, without being treated as 
rebels. 

The anceftors of this princefs having ever been 
backward in complying with fuch engagements, 
the early taking of that prudent ftep was at- 
tended with wonderful popularity. The Hun- 
ee who, after two hundred years paffed in 
editidus broils and civil wars, ftill fuffered with 
impatience the Auftrian yoke, fubmitted with 
pleafure to the government of Maria Therefa, 
whom they almoft adored, and who was worthy 
of their efteem. Her firft care, after conciliating 
the affections of her people, was to procure tor 
her hufband a fhare in all her crowns, under the 
title of co-tegent: and fhe flattered herfelf, that 


* Happily for the Spaniards, fhe had reached that port 
before his arrival,, He endvavoyied to intercept her in 
her return, but without effect. At laft, finding himfelf 
deftitute of every neceilary, he failed for the river Can- 
ton, in China, ware he atrived, atter along and diftreff- 
ing voyage, in 1743. Having refitted lus (hip, and pro- 
cured a fupply of provifions, he again launched into the 
Pacific Ocean; and after_cruifing there {ome time, he 
fortunately met with and took the annual hip from Aca- 
pulco, on the-coaft of Mexico, to Manilla, im the iftand 
of Luconia, laden with tresfure,.to the amount of about 
three hundred thoufand pounds fterling, befides other va- 
luable comnfodities, 

Anfon repaired 4 fecond time to Canton, wicre he af- 
feried the honduf! of the Britifh flag ina very fpirited 
manner, and returned to England by the Cape of Good 
Hope, in 1744, to the great jo of his countrymen, who 
had been informed of his tatters, and concluded that 
be and his crew had perithed. The Spanith treafure was 
earried to the Tower with-much parade; ‘and an expedi- 
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the confequence, thus conferred upon the Grand 
Duke, would foon’advance him to the Imperial 
thronet. But fhe did not confider that fhe was 
deftitute of money ; that a number of pretenders, 
for the whole or a part of the Auftrian fucceffion, 
were preparing to affert their claims; and that 
her troops, though far from inconfiderable, were 
difperfed over her extenfive dominions. 

The firft alarm was given by a formidable, but 
unexpeCted pretender. Frederic III. king of 
Pruffia, had lately fucceeded his father, Frederic 
William, a politic prince, who had, by rigid 
ceconomy, amaffed immenfe treafure, though 
he maintained, for his own fecurity, an army 
of fixty thoufand men, which he pi ‘ently lett 
hisfontoemploy. “ If we may be faid to owe 
the fhade of the oak,” obferves the royal hif- 
torian, “ to the acorn from which it {prung, in 
“ like manner we may difcern, in the fagacious 
© conduct of Frederic William, the fource of 
“ the future greatnefs of his fucccffor§.” This 
ambitious, enlightened, and enterprifing mo- 
narch jj, revived certain antiquated claims of his 
family to four duchies in Silefia; and, inftead of 
having recourfe to prelimiiarygmaniteftzes, he 
began his march at the head of thirty thuufand 
troops, to enforce his right. When he found 
himfelf in the heart of that rich province, and 
11 poffeffion of Breflaw, its capital, he mani- 
fefted a difpotition to negociate. He offered to 
fupply Maria Therefa, then generally known 
by the name of the queen of Hungary, with 
money and troops; to protect, to the utmoft of 


tion, which had once fo difcouraging an afpeét, was mag- 
nified beyond meafure. Anfon’s perfeverance, how- 
ever, delurved praifc, and the fuccefs of a fingle thip 
feemed to pomt out what might be performed by a ftrong 
fquadron on the coafts of the South Sea; but the failure 
of the tormidable enterprife againft Carthagena was ftill 
fo fre in the memory of the nation, that no farthcr ate 
tempts were made to diftrefs the Spanihh fettlements in 
America, during the :emainder of the war. 

+ By virwe of the Pragmatic Sanétion, as well as the 
right of blood, the fucceffion to the whole Auftrian do- 
minions, belonged to the archduchefs Maita Therefa, the 
late emperor’seldeft daughter, confort of Francis of Lor- 
raine, grand-duke of Tufcany. The kingdoms of Hun- 
gary and Yohemia, the province of Silefia, Upper and 
Lower Auftria, Stiria, Carinthia, Carinola, the Low 
Countries, Friuli, Tirol, the duchy of Milan, and the 
duchies of Parma and Placenza, formed that immenfe ine 
ritance. { Voltaire, Millet. 

§ Mem. de Brandenburg. 4 A.D. 1741, 
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his power, the reft of her dominions in Germany, 
and to exert his intereft to place her hufband 
on the Imperial throne, if the would cede to him 
the Lower Silefia. Though this would have 
been a {mall facrifice for peace and fecurity, the 
queen of Hungary was fenfible, that, by yield- 
ing to the claims of one pretender, fhe encou- 
raged thofe of others. She therefore reje€ted 
the offers of the king of Pruflia, and fent count 
Neuperg, one of her beft generals, to affume 
the command of her troops in Silefia, and to 
expel the invaders. The two armies, nearly 
equal in numbers (each amounting to about 
twenty-five thoufand) met at Molwitz, a village 
to the north of Neifs, and within a league of the 
river of the fame name. There a defperate 
battle enfued. The aétion lafted from two in 
the afternoon, till half an hour after {ix in the 
evening; when the Auftrians, in fpite of the 
moft vigorous efforts, found it neceflary to retire 
under the cannon of Neifs, after lofing upwards 
of four thoufand men. 

This victory, which was foon after followed 
with the reduction of Glatz and Neifs, and the 
fubmiflion of the whole province of Silefia, was 
acquired folely by the firmnefs of the Pruffian in- 
fantrv,and their celerity in firing; in confequence 
of a new exercife which had been taught them 
by their vuung fovereign. The cavalry was to- 
tally routed, by the fuperiority of the Auftrians 
in horfe; the royal baggage was pillaged, and 
the king himfelf narrowly efcaped being made 
prifoner, having been carried off the field, in the 
more early part of the engagement. But the 
fecond line of infantry ftood immoveable; and 
by the admirable disipline of that body the 
battle was reftored *. 

The battle of Molwitz, though by no means 
decifive, was extremely favourable to his Pruf 
fian majefty, His fuccefs aftonifhed all Europe ; 
and the refufal of Maria Therefa to comply 
with his demands, which had lately been dig- 
nified with the name of greatnefs of foul, was 
now branded with the appellation of imprudent 
obftinacy and hereditary haughtinefs:—fo apt 
are we to judge of meafures by events, and to 
conneft wifdom with good fortune, and folly 
with difafter! 

The councils of France had long been di- 
re€ted by the old cardinal de Fleusy, who was 

* Voltaire, Siccle de LowisXV. chap. v. 
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now in the eighty-ffth year of his age. He 
was rather cautious, than cunning, and pofleffed 
the art, above all other men, o engaging the 
affe€tions of thofe he converfed with. That air 
of candour and fincetity, which in moft ftatef- 
men is affe€ted, and then never fails to create 
difguft, was, in this worthy prelate perfectly na- 
tural, and produced the effcét, which might rea- 
fonably be* expefted. Diftinguithed neither by 
the genius of Richlieu, nor the abilities of 
Mazarine, he was yet, if permitted to pur- 
fue his own plans, a more uleful minifter than 
either to his country. But no fooner was it 
known at Verfailles, that the king of Pruffia 
had mvaded Silefia, than the cardinal found him- 
felf unable to withftand the ardour for war in the 
French councils. ‘This ardour was increafed by 
the battle of Molwitz, and the difappointment 


.of the Englith in their attempt upon Spanith 


America, Affured of the affiftance of Spain, 
which glanced at the Italian poffeffions of the 
queen of Hungary with a longing eye, the young 
nobility and princes of the blood, eager for an 
opportunity of diftinguifhing themfelves in arms, 
reprefented to the king, that the period was 
now arrived of finally crufhing the power of the 
houfe of Auftria, and exalting that of Bourbon 
on its ruins; by difmembering the dominions of 
Maria Therefa, and placing on the Imperial 
throne Charles Albert, ele€&tor of Bavaria, a fti- 
pendary of his moft Chriftian majetty. 

Lewis XV. yielded to arguments fo alluring 
to his pride ; and to the count, afterwards ma- 
refchal and duke de Belleifle, and his brother, 
the chief infpirers of thefe violent councils, the 
execution of that ambitious project was com- 
mitted. They propofed that fifty thoufand 
French troops, of which twenty thoufand were 
to be cavalry, fhould pafs the Rhine, and ad- 
vance towards the Danube, before the begin- 
ning of June; that another army, of forty thou- 
fand men, fhould be ftationed on the fide of Weft- 
phalia, to keep in awe the eleCtorate of Hanover, 
and that proper application fhould be made to 
the moft confiderable princcs of the empire, to 
concur in the annihilation of the houfe of Austria, 
and te partake of its {poils. ‘This meafure was 
immediately carried into execution. 

_In the mean time, the count de Belleifle, being 
difpatched into Germany, in the double capa 

city 
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city of ambaffador and general, had concluded 
a treaty with the ele€tor of Bavaria at Nym- 
phenbarg ; by which the king of France engaged 
to affift that prince with his whole force, to 
exalt him to the Imperial throne; and he en- 
gaged, that, after his elevation, he would never 
attempt to recover any part of. the empire which 
the French fhould have conquered; that he 
would, in his imperial capacity, renounce the 
barrier treaty, and confent that France might 
retain irrevocably whatever places fhould be fub- 
dued by her arms in the Auftrian Netherlands*. 

Thefe treaties being concluded, the French 
forces were put in motion; and Lewis XV. 
appointed the eleCtor of Bavaria his lieutenant- 
general, with the marefchals Belleifle and Brog- 
lio to a&t under him. He alfo iffued a declara- 
tion, importing, that the troops of the eleétor 
of Hanover being in a menacing pofture, he, as 

uarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia, was re- 
ived to march fome troops towards the Rhine, 
to guard the approaching election of an em- 
peror, and to be ready to affift thofe princes who 
might demand the execution of his engagements. 
Though the fallacy of this declaration was ob- 
vious to all Europe, it did not fail of its intended 
effet. The king of Great Britain, alarmed for 
the fafety of his German dominions, and finding 
that he could not depend upon the fupport of 
the Dutch, who were timid and tardy, concluded 
a treaty of neutrality for Hanover; in confe- 
quence of which, the troops of that ele€torate, 
as well as the auxiliary Danes and Feffians, in 
Britifh pay, who had been commanded to march 
to the affiftance of Maria Therefa, were ordered 
to remain in their refpeétive countries; and the 
embarkation of a body of Britith troops, col- 
le€ted for the fame purpofe, was countermanded. 
A fubfidy of three hundred thoufand pounds, 
granted by the Britifh parliament, was however 
tran{mitted to the queen of Hungary, and proved 
a feafonable fupply, in the midft of her multi- 
plied neceffities +. 

The ele€tor of Bavaria being now joined by 
the French forces under marefchal Broglio, fur- 


* The count de Belleifte alfo negociated a treaty be 
tween Lewis XV. and the king of Pruffia; m_ which it 
was ftipulated, that the eleGtor of Bavaria, with the In- 
perial crown, thould poffefs Bohemia, Upper Auftiia, and 
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rifed the Imperial city of Paffau, upon the 
Danube, and the key from Bavaria to Upper 
Auftria. He took poffeffion of Lintz, the capital 
of that duchy, where he received the homage 
of the ftates. From Lintz, feveral detachments 
of his troops advanced within a few leagues of 
Vienna; which, being ill fortified, was not fup- 
pofed capable of making much refiftance againft 
the vi€torious enemy. Many of thofe who were 
well acquainted with Germany, and with mili- 
tary operations, confidered that city as already 
loft. The inhabitants, eet: the alarm, re- 
moved to places of greater fafety their moft va- 
luable effets. The Danube was daily feen co~ 
vered with boats, and for this purpofe, great 
part of the fuburbs was pulled down; anda 
{ummons was fent to Kevenhuller, the governor, 
to furrender the place. 

In this extremity of her fortune, the arch- 
duchefs, committing her defperate affairs to the 
management of her hufband and her brave ge- 
nerals, left Vienna, and retired to Prefburg in 
Hungary; where having affembled the ftates of 
that kingdom, fhe appeared before them with 
her eldeft fon, ftill an infant in her arms, with all 
that elegance of form, and that dignity of diftrefs, 
which never fail to infpire the beholders with 
pity, love, and admiration. In no country in 
Europe is the Latin tongue fo generally under- 
ftood as in Hungary; and her majefty, who 
{poke it corre€tly and gracefully, thus addrefled 
the Palatines in that language.—* The perplexed. , 
“ fituation to which, by the permiffion of divine 
* Providence, I find myfelf reduced, is attended 
** with fuch dangerous circumftances, that I 
** have no hopes of extricating myfelf from it, 
“ without fpeedy and powerful fuccours. Aban- 
“ doned by my friends, perfecuted by my ene- 
“ mies, and attacked by my neareft relations, I 
“ have no other refource left than your fidelity 
“ and valour. On you alone I depend for re- 
“ lief; and into your hands I commit, with con- 
“ fidence, my crown, the fon of your foyereign, 
“ and my juft canfe.” A@uated by rage and 
compaflion at thefe affeCting declarations of con- 


the county of Tirol; that Auguftus ITE. king of Poland, 
fhould be gratified with Moravia and Upper Silciia; and 
that his Pruffian majefty fhould retain Lower Silefia, the 
town of Neifs, and the county of Glatz. + Smollet. 
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fidence, by fo flattering an Appeal to thein lop 
alty, and by the, fafcinating appearance of a, 
young, beautiful, and heroic princefs, in diftrefs,, 
the Palatines drew their fabres, and exxlaimed,, 
in atone of enthufiafm, “ We will dia for our. 
“ King*, Maria Therefa!” Nor was .this a 
momentary ftart of paflion. While with, tears. 
they {wore to defend her, they publifhed a ma- 
nifefto againft the eleCtor of. Bavaria; and by, a 
folemn at of ftate, proclaimed a perpetual ex- 
clufion of him and his poftéiity from the throne 
of Hungary. | 

The Hungarian nobility were inftantly in. 
arms; and old count Palfy, whom the queen | 
honoured with the appellation of Father, march- ! 
ed to the relief of Vienna with thirty thoufand.: 
men. Kevenhuller, the governor, had raifed.a. ' 
body of twelve thoufand men: count Nuperg ; 
was in Buhemia at the head of about twenty 
thoufand: the grand duke and his brother prince 
Charles. of Lorraine, who was the delight of the 
Auftrian armies, commanded another large body ; 
and prince Lobkowitz, count Berenclau, count 
Traun, and mang other officers, exerted them- 
felves in taifing troops for the fervice of their 
beloved fovereign. 

Thefe powerful armies, the dectining feafon, 
and the firength of the garrifon of Vienna, in- 
duced the eleftor of Bavaria to moderate his 
foaring ideas. I.ftead of invefting that capital, 
he marched inte Bohemia: and being there 
joined by twenty thoufand Saxons, he laid fege 
to Prague. The place was fiormed, and taken 
by the galiantry of Count Saxe, natural fon’ 
of Auguftus II. kiog of Poland, who had ak : 
ready entercd into the French fervice, and exhi- 
bited, on, this occafion, a remarkable inftance 
of his generofity and humanity. He not only 
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formed againft-her Hungariap. majefty,- was. 
matter-tog generally known to require any par- 
ticular explanation: that had other powers, who 
were under the, fame obligations as himfif, 
been as:panétuat in fulfilling their engagements, 
the fupport of tle common. caufé would have. 
been. attended with, lefs difficulty; that he had,. 
ouduant, to- the. advice of his parliament, ever. 
inoe the death of the.late emperor, exerted -him- 
felf in fupport.of the houfe of Auftria: that, al- 
though his endeavours had not hitherto had the 
defired effet, he ftill hoped, that a juft fenfe.of., 
the common apd imminent danger would pro- 
duce a more favourable turn in,the councils of- 
other nations: that he hoped the parliament 
would think it expedient to put the nation in 
fuch a condition as might enable it to affift its 
friends, and defeat its enemies; and he flattered 
himfelf they would make it their ftudy to pro- 
ceed with unanimity, vigour, and difpatch, in 
all their deliberations, 

It was not long before the minifter was fen- 
fible of the great advantage his enemies had 
gained over him, The addrefs was moved for 
in very general terms. It gave no affurance to 
his majefty, that they would aflift him in de- 
fending his ele€toral dominions, if they fhould 
happen to be attacked. 

It barely promifed, they would grant fuch 
fupplies, as fhould enable his majefty, not only 
to fupport his friends and allies, at fuch times, 
and in fuch manner, as the cireumftances of 
affairs fhould require, but alfo to oppofe and 
defeat any attempts againft his. majefty, his 
crown and kingdom. 

However exceptionable this addrefs, the mi- 
nWter did not think proper to bring it to a di- 
vifion, He even agreed to omit a paragraph, 


preferved the town from pillage, but the perfons ' which was recommended by one of the mini- 
of the inhabitants from any violence or infylt.! fterial members, appreving of the manner in 
And the ele@or of Bavaria, having been crowned , which the war with Spain had been profecuted. 
king of Bohemia at Praguct, proceeded to} The, minority manifefted great exultation on 
Frankfort, where he was eleQed emperor, un-; the vi€tory they had gained. Mr. Pulteney at- 
dey the name of Charles VII. and invefted with: tributed the minifters condefcenfion toa fenfe 
the Imperial enfigns. of guilt, and a dread of punifbments and, in 
A new parliament met on the fourth of De-| order to convey inftru€tions to the new mem- 
cember, when his majefty, in his fpeech to both | bers, he eatered into a long and fpirited reoa- 
houfes, informed them, he had ordered the chief pitulation of all the charges which had bees 
Operations to be casried on in the Weft Indies: brought againft him, from the time of his: en- 
that the powerful confederacy which had been gaging himlelf in-the fervice of the crown. a 
e 


, The Hungarians beftow the appellation of king on their female fovereign, A. D. 1742, 
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The: minifter-repelled thefe: charges urged: 
againit him, with the utmott fteadinefs and re- 
{qlution. He. obferyed, that it was in every 
man’s power, when an unbounded liberty of 
fpeech , wag, granted, to depreciate In general 
terms, the, maft unexceptionable charatters; 
and that he had as great a right to make ufe of 
a,genera] defence, as his enemies had of a ge- 
neral impeachment: thet of all the atrocious 
charges which had been brought againft him, 
not a fingle faét had been attempfed to be 
proved; But he was willing to come to clofe 

varters; and, if the gentlemen on the other 
ide of the queftion would name a day for con- 
fidering the ftate of the nation, he would readily 
fecond the motion. This chalienge was ac- 
cepted; the addrefs, without any mention of 
the Spanifh war, wa» voted: and the twenty- 
fecond of January was fixed for taking into can- 
fideration the {tate of the nation. 

The coldnefs of the addrefs tended greatly to 
the prejudice of the minifter. His mercenary 
friends, fufpe€ting his power was on the de- 
cline, began gradually to forfake him; and thofe, 
who adhered to him from principle, imagined, 
that fome ftronger affurances were due to his 
majefty, confidering the noble efforts which he 
had lately made, and the danger to which he 
had expofed his ele€toral dominions; efpecially 
as the French had already violated the ftipulated 
neutrality, and were, at that Very time, threat- 
ening to take up their winter quarters in the 
electorate of Hanover, 

_ The enemies of the minifter now formed them- 
felves into regular aflembhes, and held frequent 
meetings, to concert the means of maintaining, 
improving, and purfuing their fuccefs; and the 
minifter began to be fenfible, that matters were 
advancing to extremities*. 

The Weftminfter eleftion was the favourite 
point with the gentlemen in the oppofition; as 
it afforded plaufible philippics againft corrup- 
tion and a ftanding army. Some riots having 


* Had he been guided folely by a regard (o his own 
inferyft, he might not have contmued in a ftate otf fuf- 
pence. fle might inftanily have adopted the fame vr- 
pcdient, which he foan afer embraced. But the tcmon- 
frances of hid friends, wha were deftined to tallow his 
fortune, prevailed on him to continve in the houle, tll a 
few.of the maft important cantroverted eledtions were de- 
cided, Though he kuew his perfon was perfedly fue, 
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happened on this otcafion, the juftices, wh® 
prefided, had been obliged to call in the affift” 
ance of the military power. The caufe of the 
city wag managed by Mr. Murray, atterwards 
earl of Mansfield, and Mr Evans: that of the 
fitting members was defended by Mr. Clarke, | 
and another lawyer. The matter was long and 
learnedly debated: at laft, after a variety of, 
difcuffion and inveftigation, the eleftion was 
declared void by a majority of two vores. ' The 
high-bailiff was taken into cultody; and the 
three juftices, who fent for the foldiers, were 
reprimanded on their knees at the bar of the 
houfe. 

Notwithftanding this defeat, the minifter con- 
tinued to give his attendance: he even carried 
feveral points of no fmall importance againft his 
enemies: and threw out fome fignificant hints, 
that he had it ftill in his power to difappoint their 
ex peCtations. 

Of the truth of this they were but too well 
convinced, The oppofition was compofed of 
very different, and indeed of oppofite ingredients, 
Some of the members were Jecobites ; others 
were Papifts, at leaft in principle: fome were 
violent Tories, who could not be reconciled to 
the court upon any terms, others were ftaunch 
Whigs, of confined views, but upright inten- 
tions, who believed the conduét of the minifter 
was really prejudicial to the nation: and there 
were not a few, who were moderate Whigs, of 
more enlarged fentiments, who would have had 
no obje€tion to tread in the fteps, which the 
minifter had purfued, and who knew that the 
principal conteft was refpeéting the poffiffion 
of power and the enjoyment of places, A cor- 
refpondence was now opened between the Jaf, 
and fome of the leading perfons about.his ma- 
jefty ; and a plan was projected for the’ removal ’ 
of the minifter, and a change in the admiiniftra- 
tion, without producing any civil convulfion. 

The minifter continued to give his attendance 
till the fecond of February +, when the decifion 


he was wil'ing to leave all fecure behind him, and to de- 
feat any fcheme which might have been planned for at- 
tacking him with an impeachment by any violent re for 
lutions. Befides, he wifhed to obtaim for his trends, 
efpecially thofe who had follow ed him trom principle, the 
beft cuniitions that could be obtained. 

t A.D, 1742, 
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of the Chippenham eleftion was carried againft 
him by a majority of only one vote; and having 
been, in the courfe of the debate, treated with 
‘eatreme feverity, he came out of the houfe, and 


in the lobby declared, that he would never enter 


at more, 

This declaration was not fo foon expefted 
either by bis friends or his enemies; but his re- 
folution was founded upon the beft and moft 
liberal principles. He could have divided his 
enemies, and maintained himfelf in a danger- 
ous uneafy poffetlion of power; but he plainly 
forefaw, that fuch a ftep would continue, if not 
extend, the breach in the royal family; a cir- 
cumffance which might be attended with the 
se difagreeable confequences to his royal 

after. 

Doétor Secker, late bifhop of Oxford, and 
now archblihop of Canterbury, had been fent 
to the prince of Wales, with a meffage, de- 
claring, that, if his royal highnefs would write a 
fubmiffive letter to his majefty, fifty thoufand 
pounds fhould he added to his annual income; 
that two hundged thoufand pounds fhould be 
advanced to pay his debts; and that he and 
his friends fhould be re-admitted into favour, 
and have {uitable provifions made for them. 

The prince replied with the ftrongeft protef- 
tations of duty, that he was willing to throw 
him(clf at his majefty’s feet; but that he thought 
fir Robert Walpole fo great a bar between his 
majefty and his people, that he could agree to 
no terms, till he was removed. It was this 
anfwer, which determined the minifter to with- 
draw from power, and to refign his places; which 
he immediately did, after having been created 
baron of Haughton, vifcount Walpole, and earl 
of Orford. 

Mr. Sandys, an induftrious patriot, who had 


* Immediately after the refignation of the minifter, a 
great meeting of all the gentlemen in the late oppofition 
was held at the Fountain Tavern, in the Strand, the ufual 
place of rendezvous upon fuch occafions, The inten- 
tion of this meeting was, to concert the means of bring- 
ing the late minifter to juftice, and of carrying into exe- 
ation the great conftitutional points, for which they had 
fo long contended. 

The minifter, who was now compelled to retire from 
his high flation, poffeffed ftrong natural talents, and proved 
himfelf a dexterous conduétor of parliamentary bufinefs. 
If he wa¥ not a polite orator, he was an able fpeaker, 
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diftinguifhed himfelf by his perfeverance in op. 
pofing the meafures of the late minifter was. 
appointed chancellor of the exchequer, in’ the 
room of his political antagonift; the earl of Wil- 
mington was nominated to prefide at the trea- 
fury; lord Carteret, the Cicero of the houfe of 
lords, was pronounced fecretary of ftate; and 
the eloquent and patriotic Mr. Pulteney, the 
moft popular man in the kingdom, was reftored 
to the dignity of a privy counfellor, and foon 
after created earl of Bath. Lord Harrington 
was dignified with the title of earl; the duke of 
Argyle was conftituted mafter-general of the 
ordnance; the marquis of Tweedale was ap- 
pointed fecretary of ftate for Scotland, and the 
earl of Winchelfea was preferred to the head of 
the admiralty, 

The moft popular meafures were expetted 
from the new miniftry; nothing lefs was relied 
on than a total renovation of the conftitution. 
A great number of motions to this purport was 
accordingly made in both houfes of parliament ; 
but, to the aftonifhment of the nation, they were 
all violently oppofed, difcountenanced, and 
quathed, by thofe very men who had lately main- 
tained the principles on which they were found- 
ed, and whofe former harangues had fuggefted 
them. The moft important of thefe motions 
were, one for appointing a committee “ to en- 
“ quire into the conduét of affairs during the 
“* Jaft twenty years:” one for bringing in a bill 
“* to repeal the att for Septennial Parliaments ;” 
and one for “excluding Penfioners from the 
“ Houfe of Lords,” by an aét of the whole le- 
-jesbtelr In this oppofition, Mr. Pulteney, be- 
ore he had acquired the title of earl of Bath, 
and Mr. Sandys, particularly diftinguifhed them- 
felves in the houfe of commons, and lord Carteret 
in the houfe of peers*. 

The 


ready to apply, and (kilful in the management of a de- 
bate. He underftood the detail of finance; and was 
acquainted with the affairs of commerce, which did not 
languith during his fway. His adminiftration, however, 
was not entirely fortunate to this country. He efta- 
blithed the unconftitutional praétice of maintaining, in 
time of peace, a confiderable ftanding army: he pro- 
moted, though he did not approve, that fyftem of conti. 
nental connexion. and that multiplicity of fubfidiary ene 
gagements, by which the burthens of the people were 
wantonly increafed: he extended by bribery and in- 
trigue, the influence of the crown; and he contributed 
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The people exclaimed with great vehemence, 
that they had been deceived and betrayed; and 
that an infamous compromife had been made 
between the old and the new minifters for pro- 
teCting the earl of Orford. The gentlemen 
who had accepted of places, profeffed them- 
felves ready to enter upon any meafures for doing 
juftice to the nation, and defired their accufers 
in parliament to point out the method, in which 
they fhould proceed. This was a circumftance 
in which the difcontented party themfelves were 
far from being agreed. They refulved, however, 
to begin their attack upon the late adminiftra- 
tion: and they determined to affail them in that 
quarter, where they imagined they were moft 
vulnerable. 

Such was the difpofition of the houfe, that 
the moft trivial circumftances were magnified 
into atrocious charges, and fir Robert Godfchall, 
lord mayor of London, with fir John Barnard, 
were ordered to bring in a bill for the better 
protecting and fecuring the trade of this kingdom 
in the time of war. 

Among the many abfurdities contained in this 
bill, was a claufe ena€ting, that none of his ma- 
jefty’s thips, which fhould be ftationed at any 
of our fettlements abroad, fhould quit their fta- 
tions, under pretence of going to careen or refit, 
or under any pretext whatfoever, without an 
order from the lord high-admiral, or commif- 
fioners for executing the office of lord high- 
admiral, for the time being. Notwithftanding the 
inhumanity of this claufe, and the ridiculous 
nature of every other part of the bill, it pafled 
through the lower houfe, and was prefented to 
the upper. There, however, its defeéts and 
inconfiftencies were fo well expofed by the ear! 
of Winchelfea, who was then at the head of 
the admiralty, that, in {pite of all the efforts that 
were made in its favour, it was rejected by a 
majority of thirty-four voices. 

The reje€tion of this bill gave frefh uneafinefs 
to the anti-minifterial party in both houfes; and 
fome of the greateft enemies of the earl of Or- 


to the degradation of the great national council, by ren- 
dering it, as far as his efforts could prevail, a mere court 
of aids, an engine of financial rapine, and an infirument 
of legiflative 1 oman thus aiming at the fubverfion 
of the {pirit of the conftitution, while, for the purpofe 
of' delutioh, the forms were fuffered to remain. The 
imitation of his example, by his official {ucceflors, cannot 
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ford began foon to with, he had not fo preci- 
pitately quitted his power. It is a circumftance 
which redounds greatly to his honour, that his 
friends in parliament {till oppofed every thing, 
which they would have oppofed, had he conti- 
nued at the head of the adminiftration. 

It was generally fuppofed, that the motion 
for repealing the feptennial a€t would have been 
approved; but when it was made by fir Robert 
Godfchal and feconded by fir John Barnard, it 
was rejetted by a majority of twenty .voices, 
Among thofe, who fpoke againft it, were Mr. 
Pulteney and Mr, Sandys, who having during 
the late oppofition, been always the chief pro- 
moters of it, were thereby expofed to much fe- 
vere abufe. 

Lord Limeric, who hada feat in the lower 
houfe, and was confidered as a man of found judg- 
ment, moved fora fecret committee to examine 
into the conduét of affairs for the laft twenty 
years. This motion had fo much the air of 
eftablifhing a court of inquifition, that it muft 
have deftroyed all manner of credit with foreign 
ftates. Betfides, from the many deaths, altera- 
tions, and removals, which mu naturally have 
happened in fo long a period, the enquiry 
muft have been extremely imperfet and un- 
fatisfa€tory. Notwithftanding thefe and many 
other abfurdities contained in the motion, 
it was rejefted only by a majority of two 
voices. 

On the twenty-third of March, lord Limeric 
made another motion for a committee to enquire 
into the conduét of the earl of Orford, during 
the laft ten years of his being at the head of the 
adminiftration. Though this motion was lefs 
exceptionable than the former, it met with a 
ftrong oppofition, The friends of the late mi- 
nifter delared, they were ready to agree to the 
motion, if any particular charge was brouglit 
againft him, but they were of opinion, that an 
enquiry, formed only up yn popular clamour, 
was inconfiftent with the juflice and dignity of 
the houfe. 


juflify proceedings fo reprehenfible. 

He furvived his expuliion fiom the helm above three 
years; and during a pait of that time, he received an 
annuity of four thoufand pounds from his fovereign, as 
the liberality and convivial gaiety of his difpoftion had 
obftructed his accumulating wealth, 
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The motion was, however, carried, and the 
committee voted. This was to confift of twenty- 
one perfons, to be chofen by ballot, and vefted 
with power to fend for perfons, papers, and re- 
cords; and to examine in the moft folemn 
manner, fuch perfons as they fhould think pro- 
per, for anfwerirg the purpofes of their en- 
quiry. The committee being accordingly eleét- 
ed, proceeded to immediate bufinefs; choofing 
lord Limeric for their chairman; they called for 
the treafury-books and papers, and began their 
{crutiny with great application. Being poffeffed 
of fuch extenfive powers, and enjoying the fulleft 
means of information, it was generally expected, 
that they would make important difcoveries. 
It was long, however, before they could find 
any employment for their zeal. The difcoveries, 
which, after a long examination they had been 
able to make, were extremely inconfiderable, 
when compared to the atrocity of the charges 
that had been urged againft the government; 
and it was therefore contrived that the failure of 
the enquiry fhould be attributed to the arts and 
obftinacy of the late minifter’s friends and de- 
pendents. . 

One Paxton, who had fignalized himfelf by 
his faithful attachment to the party, had been 
.ten years folicitor of the treafury; and, being 
poffeffed of many focial virtues, had been em- 
ploret by fir Robert Walpole, in a great num- 

r of thofe private negociations, which are in- 
feparable from the power of a firft minifter, and 
firit lord of the treafury. 

When Paxton appeared before the committee 
of fecrecy, he was examined about five hundred 
pounds, which he had given to one Boteler, in 
1735, in order to enable him to carry his elec- 
tion at Wendover. Though there could be little 
doubt of Paxton’s having given the money, he 
refufed to acknowledge it; becaufe, as he very 
properly obferved, he might thereby accufe 
himftlf. By his obftinate perfiftance in declin- 
ing to anfwer, he ftopped the courfe of the ex- 
amination. 


The committee were at a lofs how to get the 


better of this difficulty. At laft, Jord Limeric, 
having reported to the houfe the behaviour of 
Paxton, a motion was made for committing him 
to the cuftody of the ferjeant at arms, in order, 
if poffible, to overcome his obftinacy. This 
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motion occafioned fome debate, The friends of 
the late minifter alledged, that the houfe could 
not fubjeét Paxton to any kind of punithment, 
before they knew whether he was criminal; a 
circumftance that could not be difcovered, un- 
Jefs they were made acquainted with the nature 
“i the queftions, which had been propofed to 
im. 

The motion being carried by a majority of 
fixty-one voices, Paxton furrendered himfelf 
Into cuftody, and continued as obftinate as be- 
fore; and a motion was therefore made and 
carried, for committing him clofe prifoner ta 
Newgate; for debarring him the ufe of pen, ink, 
and paper; and for allowing no perfon to {peak 
to him without the permiffion of the houfe. 

The other agents of the late minifter encou- 
raged by this prepoffeffion of the public in their 
favour, refolved to follow the example of Paxton, 
who was now extolled for his fidelity to his 
patron. 

Mr. Vaughan, who had long been the con- 
fident of fir Robert Walpole, alfo refufed to 
anfwer any interrogatories which might perhaps 
imply an accufation of himfelf. But of all thofe 
from whom difcoveries were expeCted, Mr. 
Scrope fecretary to the treafury; was the moft 
confiderable, as well on account of the import- 
ance of his office, as of his own perfonal merit 
and abilities. The fum of one million, fifty-two 
thoufand two hundred and eleven pounds had, 
within the fpace of ten years, been traced into 
his and fir Robert Walpole’s hands; and leave 
being obtained of the houfe, of which Mr. 
Scrope was a member, he appeared before the 
committee. But when he came there, the oath 
of difcovery feemed to him fo ftrong, that he 
declined taking it; not being fatisfied, in his 
confcience, that he could take a general oath, 
while particular queftions might be propofed to 
him, which he was refolved not to anfwer. He 
declared, at the fame time, that he could an- 
{wer to no queftion aes fecret fervice 
money, without permiffion from his maijefty. 
This threw the committee into great perplexity s 
and upon their prefling Mr. Scrope to declare, 
whether or not he would confent to anfwer, he 
defired time to confider of it, and immediately 
withdrew. ’ 

At his next appearance, he acquainted the 

5 committee, 
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committee, that he had confulted the ableft 
lawyers and divines, who had firengthened his 
fcruples: that he had no intention to obftruét 
the proceedings of the committee; but he could 
not confiftent with his former engagements, and 
with a fafe eon{cience, refolve to take the oath: 
that he had laid his cafe before the king, and 
was authorized to declare, that the difpofal of 
money, iffued for fecret fervices, by its very na- 
ture, required the utmoft fecrecy, and was to be 
accounted for only to his majefty; and there- 
fore his majefty would not permit him to dif- 
clofe any thing on that fubje&t; and, finally, 
that he hoped he fhould not, by this conduét, 
incur the difpleafure of the committee; the 
rather as he was willing, if the oath was con- 
fined, to take it without befitation. The com- 
mittee thinking it unfafe, after fuch a declara- 
tion, to prefs him any farther, permitted him to 
depart from the bar. 

Perceiving, however, that they were embaraff- 
ed‘with fuch a number of difficulties, they refolv- 
ed to clear the way by a very extraordinary bill, 
which was introduced into the houfe of com- 
mons. This bill was calculated for indemnify- 
ing fuch perfons, as fhould, upon examination, 
make difcoveries conceming the difpofal of 
public money, the difpofition of offices, or any 
payment or agreement for that purpole, or, even 
concerning any other matters that related to the 
conduct of Robert earl of Orford. 

The bill made a rapid progrefs through the 
lower houfe. The earl of Orford’s friends gave 
it no oppolition, fully convinced, that it would 
be rejected by the lords. Nor were they difap- 
pointed in their expeGtations, When it was 
read a fecond time by their lordfhips, and a 
motion made for.its being committed, lord Car- 
teret declared his diffent*; and, after fome aif- 
cuffion, the bill was rejected by a majcr ty of 
fifty-two voices. 

The rejettion of this bill, notwithftanding the 
Jate clamour againft the earl of Orford, was con- 
fidered as no more than an act ot juftice. The 
fecret committee, withall their induttry, had 


* This nobleman had been long remarkable for his op- 
pofition to the late minifter, and bad even made the mo- 
tion, in the upper houfe, for removing him from his 
majefty’s prefence and councils, Upon this occafion. 


made but few difcoveries, and thofe were of a 
very trivial nature. 

Large fums of money, indeed, had been dif- 
tributed by the minifter among thofe who wrote 
in defence of his adminiftration; but as it was 
univerfally known, that no adminiftration was 
ever more weakly or wretchedly defended, this 
circumftance was treated with ridicule rather 
than deteftation. Neither his friends nor his 
enemies were ignorant, that eafinefs of temper 
was his principal failing; and to this propenfity 
his unfeafonable liberality, in this as well as im 
other refpeéts, was univerfally attributed. 

With regard to the great charge of corruption 
at eleftions, all the pains which had been em- 
ployed could produce but very little againft him; 
and even that was fo ill fupported, that it could 
not by any means amount to a dire€t charge. 
Some doubtful fatts, refpe€ting a contract for 
paying the troops in America, were urged, and 
the names of Burrel, Briftow, and fome other 
members of parliament, were brought in quef- 
tion; but nothing could be fixed either upon 
thefe gentlemen or upon the minifter himfelf, 
that was reprehenfible. 

A motion was made in the courfe of this 
feflion, which yreatly engaged the attention of 
the public. It was for leave to bring in a bill 
for taking, examining, and ftating the public 
accounts of the kingdom. The motion was 
carried, and the bill prepared, importing, among 
other things, that the number of commiffioners 
for carrying the bill into execution, fhould be 
feven: that no perfon fhould be a commiffioner, 
who had any office of profit, or was accountable 
to his majefty: that the commiffioners fhould be 
members of that houfe; and that they fhould be 
chofen by ballot. The friends of the earl of Or- 
ford, alarmed at the nature of this bill, employed 
all their intereft, in conjunétion with the new 
miniftry, to procure on their fide, a majority of 
the commiffioners; and having, in fpite of all 
the endeavours of the oppofite party, fucceeded 
to their wifhes, the patrons of the bill became 
fo indifferent about it, that it was laid afide for 


however, he fhewed himfelf to be more a friend to 
juftice, than an enemy to fir Robert Walpole, His ar- 
guments againft the bill were ftrong and convincing, 
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the prefent. The public bufinefs being now 
finifhed, and the fupplies granted, amounting 
to upwards of five millions and a half, the par- 
liament yas prorogued on the fifteenth of July, 
when the king, in his {peech, acquainted both 
houfes, that he was determined to exert his ut- 
moft endeavours in fupporting the caufe of her 
Hungarian majefty. To manifeft the fincerity of 
his profeflions, a refolution was immediately 
taken in council, to fend a body of Briti(h troops 
to the continent of Europe. The army was to 
becommanded br the earl of Stair, and to confift 
of upwards of fixteen thoufand men; who, im- 
miately upon their arrival on the continent, 
were to be joined by an equal number of Hano- 
verians, and bv fix thoufand Heffians who were 
m the Britifh pav. 

The Englith, in general, were fo much pre- 
poffeffed in tavour of her Hungarian majeity, 
that the refolution of fending an army to her 
affifance, was highly extolled by all ranks of 
fociety. Some, however, feemed to be of opi- 
nion, that, confidering the averfion, which the 
Dutch had difcovered to concur in the common 
caufe, fuch a meafure was rather premature. 
In anfwer to this it was alledged, that the Dutch, 
encouraged by the vigour of the Englifh coun- 
cils, would certainly refolve to fulfil their en- 

gements. It is probable, indeed, that the 
Brith miniftry expe€ted their joint afliftance in 
fupport of the queen of Hungary, and fome 
difpotitions had been actually made for his ma- 
jefty’s going ever if autumn to review the con- 
federate army. But the earl of Stair, who had 
been fent to the Hague, could not, with all his 
addrefs, prevail on the Dutch to embrace a re- 
folution of taking the fied, in conjunction with 
the Englifh. On his return to aflume the com- 
mand of the army, lord Carteret, principal fe- 
cretary cf flate, was difpatched to Holland with 
freth inftru€tions. 

He arrived at the Tague, at a very critical 
coniuncture. The French had declared they 
inter.ded to fend thirty tnoufand men mto the 
Auttrian Netherlands, but withuut the leaft de- 
fign of att_mpting a”) thing to the prejudice of 
their high mightinefles. Notwithftanding this 

acific declaration, the Dutch were fo much 
alarmed, that they refolved immediately to aug- 
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ment their forces, both by fea andland. The. 
Englith imagined, that this incident would de- 
termine the Dutch to renounce their neutrality, 
and declare in favour of her Hungarian’ ma~ 
jelty, In this expettation, however, they were 
greatly difappointed. The French intereit was 
fo prevalent in their councils, that they would 
not even promife to co-operate with the Britith 
troops, upon their arrival in Flanders. 

Such was the ftate of affairs in Holland, wlien 
lord Carteret arrived at the Hague, with the 
following propofitions, which he immeci. ely 
laid before their high mightineffes. The orft 
was, that the republic fhould join with TP . sd 
and her allies, in declaring war againft kn. >, 
the fecond, that they fhould garrifon th itt ng 
places pee! to the queen of EF 14, : 
the third, that Great Britain fhoula -» . .*) 
her pay thirty thoufand of the republ . ‘1 ops, 
who were to be lent to the queen of rat ugarv: 
and the fourth contained an offer of ancw tray 
of commerce between Great Britain ana [ol- 
land. 

According to the account of the Dutch, their 
high mightineffes civilly declined all t' cf pro- 
pofitions. They profeffed an abhorrence of en- 
creafing the effufion of human blood, by be- 
coming parties inthe war. ‘They declared their 
troops were deftined for their own defence, and 
were never intended for hire. They expreffed, 
indeed, their readinefs to enter into a new treaty 
of commerce with Britain; but owned, at the 
fame time, that, however defirable that agree- 
ment, they fhould be unwiling to purchafe it 
at the expence of engaging themfelves in a 
deftru€tive war. This indecifion of the Dutch, 
rendered all the princes of Europe extremely cau- 
tious in their conduft. By the great fuccefs of 
Kevenhuiler, and the Auftiian generals, and by 
the large fupplies of money, thet were conftantly 
remitted from England to Vienna, a furprizing 
change had been effeCted in the face of affairs 
in Germany, greatly to the advantage of her 
Hungarian majefty. 

Kevenhuller had defeated marefchal Thoring 
at Memberg, and opened to himfelf a road into 
the heart of Bavaria; where Mentzel, with his 
detachment, took Munich, the capital of that 
eleGtorate. The queen of Hungary was no 

fooner 
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fooner informed of this event, than the wrote a 


moft affeCting letter to Kevenhuller, and pre- 
fented him with the pi€tures of herfelf and her 
fon. The letter was read, and the pitures 
fhewn to the officers and foldiers, who, tranf- 
ported with an enthufiafm of zeal for their be- 
loved fovereign, {wore they would live and die 
in her fervice. 

About the fame time baron Berenclau en- 
tered Bavaria by another quarter, with an army 
drawn from woods and wilds in the moft remote 
territories of Auftria. Their appearance was 
dreadfyl, and their living at free quarters ren- 
dered them ftill more terrible to the inhabitants. 
They were, however, a very ufeful and indefa- 
tigable body of troops; they drove count Thor- 
ing, with his Bavarians, under the cannon of 
Ingolftadt, and performed many other important 
fervices to their miftrefs. To counterbalance, 
however, in fome meafure, thefe great advan- 
tages, marefchal Broglio fent a body of French 
and Bavarians, under prince Maurice of Saxony, 
who took, by capitulation, the town of Egra; 
while the citadel of Glatz, for want of provi- 
fions, was obliged to furrender to his Pruffian 
majc tty. 

Still, however, the iffue of the campaign was 
in favour of the Auftrians, who, by means of 
the great number of recruits, which they daily 
received, were enabled to form a more regular 
plan of operations. Prince Lobkowitz, at the 
head of eleven thoufand foot and five thoufand 


horfe, was appointed to watch the motions of | 


the French in Bohemia; while prince Charles, 
with an army of thirty thoufand foot and eighteen 
thoufand cavalry, advanced againit the Pruffians 
and Saxons, who retired with great precipita- 
tion from Moravia, and abandoned Olmutz. 
This retreat was confidered as an event of 
great importance to the Auftrians, as it gave 
them an opportunity of uniting their whole 
force againft the French under Broglio and 
Belleifle, who were too ftrong for prince Lobko- 
witz. But the enterprifing king of Pruffia, 
having received a reinforcement of thirty-two 
thoufand men, under the prince of Anhalt 
Deffau, returned to Bohemia, witha view of 
preventing the yunétidn of the Auftrians. 


* The king was fo well pleafed with the conclufion of 
this treaty, that he 1s fatd to have declared he would wil- 
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By the force of generalfhip the king effetted 
his defign, and, at laft, his army and that of 
prince Charles, came to a pitched battle at 
Chazlau, about thirty-five miles to the fouth- 
ward of Prague. The regular troops on both 
fides were nearly equal in number; but the 
Auftrians had the advantage of having a great 
number of irregulars, who were very fervice- 
able in the a€tion. The battle continued four 
hours with the moft invincible obftinacy. The 
Auftrians fought bravely, the Pruffians defpe- 
rately. The former contended for their fove- 
reign, the latter for their fafety. The courage 
of the Auftrians, however, muft have over- 
powered the ar aie of the Pruffians, had 
not the rage of plunder feized the irregulars, 
who had aétually forced themfelves into the 
Pruffiancamp. Their example was followed by 
the regulars of the right wing, who had followed 
them into the intrenchments; and the main 
body of the Auftrians being thus Icft expofed, 
his Pruffian majefty feized the critical moment, 
and renewing the attack with impetuous fury, 
obliged prince Charles to retize with the lofs of 
five thoufand men. 

The king of Pruffia, whofe lofs was little in- 
ferior to that of the Auftrians, difgufted with 
fuch bloody viétories, and fufpe€ting the fin- 
cerity of the court of France, began ferioufly to 
think of peace; and no lefs politic than brave, 


_he concluded at Breflaw, without confulting 


his allies, a feparate and adsantageous treaty 
with the queen of Hungarv. By this treaty 
the archduchefs, Maria-Therefa, ceded to Fred- 
erick III. the Upper and Lower Silefia, with 
the city and caftle of Glatz; and he engaged 
to obferve a ftri€t neutrality during the war, and 
to withdraw his forces from her dominions within 
fixteen days after the figning of the articles, 
A treaty of peace was alfo concluded, nearly 
at the fame time, between the queen of Hungary 
and Auguftus IIT. king of Poland and ele€tor 
of Saxony; by which he vielded to him certain 
places in the circles of Elbogen, Saltzer, 
Leutmeritz, and Buntzlaw in Bohemia. And 
he guaranteed to her the poffeffion of the reft of 
that kingdom *. 

The treaty of Breflaw greatly difconcerted the 


lingly part with one of his hands, could he be certain it 
would never be broken. 
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French court, whofe armies, under Broglio and 
Belleifle, had foon aftef the battle of Chazlau, 
gained fome inconfiderable advantages over the 
Auftrians. So great, however, was their con- 
fternation, that they retired with precipitation 
under the cannon of Prague. The Auttrians 
purfued them with incredible celerity: they even 
obliged them to abandon their baggage and their 
military cheft: and the very peafants deftroyed 
their ftragelers-with clubs and pitchforks, or any 
other inftrument ot annoyance they could procure. 

Being furrounded by fuperior forces, the 
French generals offered to evacuate Prague, 
Egra, and the other places they held in Bohemia, 
if they were permitted to retire with their arms, 
ammunition, and baggage. This propolal was 
haughtily reieGled by the yueen of Hungary, 
who inffted on their furrendering prifoners of 
war. Belleifle, who had aflumed the command 
in Prague, treated the Imperial demand with 
difdain; affuring his court, that he feared no- 
thing from any enemy but famine; and that if 
the enemy fhould prove intolerable, and the 
Auftrians continue to prefs the fiege, he fhould 
be able to make a good retreat. 

To permit the furrender of fo fine an army, 
was thought inconfiftent with the honour of the 
French nation, as well as with its intereft. 
Marefchal Maillebois, who commanded the 


French forces on the Rhine, was thereture or- - 


dered to march to the relief of Prague, at the 
head ot forty-two thoufand men. When he ar- 
rived at Amberg, in Weftphalia, he was joined 
by thirty thoufand French and Imperialifts from 
Bavaria, under Seckendorff and count Saxe. 
Thus reinfurced, he entered Bohemia without 
refiftance. Apprifed of his danger, the prince 
of Lorraine turned the fiege of Prague into a 
blockade, the care of which he committed to 
general Feflitz, with eighteen thoufand men, 
and advanced with the body of the army to- 
wards the frontiers of the kingdom, in order to 
oppofe Maillebois. At Hayd he united with 


* The French were at laft attecked by that enemy 
whom they fo much dreaded. Famine now to ftare 
them in the face; .heir provifions were almoft exhanfted ; 
and, without fome fignal ana immediate relief, they knew 
nothow to fubfiit. Neither the nonour nor the intereff 
of France could futicr her to facriice fo fine an army, 
without making one effort to fave it 
unaccountable condu@, was beginning to 


tleury, by his late | 
forfeit the | clude s peace on any terms. 
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the grand Auftrian army under Kevenhull 
who had followed count "sexe and Seckendorff 
from Bavaria. Meanwhile the marefchals Belle- 
ifle and Broglio had formed a plan of a junétion 
with the French army under Maillebois; and 
Feltitz being too weak to oppofe them, they 
broke out of Prague, and marched to Leutme- 
rite. Maillebois was then in the neighbourhood 
of Egra; a junétion therefore was by no means 
impracticable. But prince Charles, by taking 
poffeflion of the paffes in the interpofing moun- 
tains deteated their purpofe. Maillebois found 
it neceflary to return to the Palatinate, whither 
he was followed, and haraffed on his march by 
the prince of Lorraine; while prince Lobko- 
witz, with a ftrong detachment, obliged Belle- 
ifle and Broglio again to feek refuge in the ca- 
pital of Bohemia. 

Soon after the fiege of this important place 
was refumed, Broglio efcaped in difguife, and 
took upon him the command of the French 
forces in the Palatinate, Maillebois being re- 
called. The fate of Prague, towards which the 
eyes of all Europe were now direéted, refted 
folely on the courage and condu& of Belleifle, 
and the remnant of that gallant army, which had 
given an emperor to Germany. All prefpe& of 
relief was cut off: a retreat feemed impra@tica- 
ble; and famine*, accompanied with difeafe, 
its melancholy attendant, made cruel havock 
among the French troops. The intrepi ! fpirit of 
Belleifle, however, which bore him up aiid all 
his misfortunes, communicated itfelf to both his 
officers and foldiers; and feldom a dav paffed 
without fallies, in which the French had gene- 
tally the advantage. 

Thefe fallies being chiefly occafioned by the 
zeal of the French in attackirig the Auftrian 
magazines in the neighbourhood of Pracue, 
prince Lobkowitz, who condufted the block- 
ade of that city, ordered them to be guarded by 
the flower of his army, imagining that famine 
would foon compel the enemy to furrender at 


efleem of his maffer. Still averfe.to hoftile meafures, 
and cager for the re-eflablithment ot his pacific fyftem, 
he had conunually endeavoured to acculerate the eon. 
clufion of the war. With this view he now thought proper 
to conceal the diftreffes of the French aimy im Urague ; 
hoping they would finally be obliged t. Cursender at dif- 
cretion, and that France would Snd it neceflary tv con- 


difcretion. 
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difcretion, Now it was that Belleifle manifefted | 


the refources of his genius. Having fecretly 
formed the defign of a retreat, he had with 
wonderful diligence remounted his cavalry, and 
daily fent troops of them out to forage. At laft, 
by making a feint in one quarter of the town for 
a general forage, he marched out at another, 
with eleven thoufand foot and three thoufand 
horfe, getting a day’s march of prince Lobko- 
witz. This proje€t he was enabled to execute 
with the greater facility, on account of the vatt 
extent of its walls; and the better to amufe the 
enemy, he left a {mall garrifon in that city, under 
monfieur Chevert. He had ten leagues to march 
before he could reach the defiles. The ground 
was covered with fnow, the cold exceffively in- 
tenfe ; all the inhabitants of the country were his 
enemies, and prince Lobkowitz, with an army 
of twelve thoufand infantry and eight thoufand 
cavalry, hung on his rear. Under all thefe dif- 
advantages, however, he reached the defiles 
with his army before he was overtaken. And 
with fo much judgment had he planned his 
route, that, though the Auftrians had occupied 
all the paffes on the two principal roads which 
Jed to Egra, he was enabled to continue his 
progre(s, by ftriking through frozen marthes, 
which had never perhaps before been trod by 
the foot of man; he himfelf always pointing out 
the way, though confined to his coach or fedan 
by an excruciating rheumatifm. After a fati- 
guing march of twelve days, he reached Egra, 
which was ftill in the hands of the. French, and 
entered Alface, with thirty pieces of cannon, 
without the lofs of a fingle man by the hands of 
the enemy, but upwards of a thoufand in con- 
fequence of the rigour of the feafon. 

One of the greateft misfortunes of the late 
miniftry had been, that, though a great number of 
fhips wereoftenincommiffion, it wasalwaysfound 
extremely difficult to man them with fuch es pedi- 
tion as to anfwer the impatience of the public. 

To this inconvenience, and to the unfavour- 
able winds and tides, it was entirely owing, 
that, in the cou.fe of the laft year, fir John 
Norris loft feveral opportunities of intercepting 
the Spanifh galleons in their paffage from Ame- 
rica. Some of his captains indced performed 
exploits which greatly aftonifhed the enemy, 
and refcéted equal glory on themfelves and their 


country. Captain Harrifon, in the Argyle, cap- 
tured four prizes at Rendonnello, near Vigo. 
The captains Bagnet and Balchen, miftaking, or 
pretending to miftake, fome French men of war 
for Spanifh galleons, attacked them with great 
fury; but the miftake being difcovered, they 
parted good ffiends, though not till the French 
had fuftained confiderable injury. 

On the death of the emperor Charles the Sixth, 
the court of Spain laid claim to the whole Auf- 
trian fucceffion in Italy. To fupport this claim, 
no fooner was the treaty for the neutrality of 
Hanover known, than two hundred tranfports, 
having on board a body of fifteen thoufand land 
forces, failed from Barcelona, while Navarro, 
the Spanifh admiral, departed from Cadiz with 
thirteen fhips of the line and four frigates; and, 
in a fhort time, the whole fleet, favoured by a 
dark night, paffed the Streights. 

Admiral Haddock, who was then repairing 
his fleet at Gibraltar, was fuperior to the 
enemy, both in ftrength and number of fhips; 
and the Spaniards been driven back by a con- 
trary wind, he immediately bore down upon 
them ina line of battl##. But, juft as they were 
on the point of engaging, the Trench Toulon 
{quadron, confifting of twelve fhips of the line, 
ftood in between them, witha flag of truce, and 
fent a meflage to the Englifh admiral, importing, 
that, as the Spanifh and French fleets were en- 
gaged in the fame expedition, the French ad- 
miral muft obey his orders, and could not avoid 
taking the Spanith thips under his proteétion. 

Haddock was enraged at fuch an imperious 
meflage, but finding himfelf unable to encounter 
with the combined fquadrons of France and 
Spain, he was obliged, by the refult of a coun- 
cil of war, to return to Gibraltar, whence he 
proceeded to Port-Mahon; where he was fvon 
after joined by a reinforcement of nine fhips of 
the line from England. In the mean time, the 
tranfports from Barcelona, after weathering a 
vivlent ftorm, landed their troops at Orbitello in 
Italy, while the French and Spanith fquadrons 
put into the harbour of Toulon. 

The queen of Hungary, fenfible of the 
dangers which threatened her, had no other 
refource than the counfel and affiftance of the 
Britifh miniftry. By them the was advifed to 
apply to the king of Sardinia, who was a 
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refted in the prefervation of the prefent fyftem 
of power in Italy, and who, by his fituation, 
was beft able to check the ambitious views of 
their moft Chriftian and Catholic majefties. 

His Sardinian majefty was then in the prime 
of life; and, exclufive of the hereditary virtues 
of his family, he poffeffed a confummate know- 
ledge of the art of war, an unconquerable fpirit 
of bravery and refolution, a profound penetra- 
tion into the interefts and connexions of the 
feveral powcrs of Europe, and a juft fenfe of his 
own dignity andimportance. Bleffed with thefe 
advantages, his frend(hip was eagerly fought 
by all the contending parties; and true policy 
did not fuffer him to remain jong in a ftate of 
indeciion. 

The queen of Spain intimated that it was her 
intention to ere€t Lombardy into a kingdom, in 
favour of her fon, Don Philip; a young prince 
of an engaging afpe€t and of very promifing 
virtues. This was a circumftance which the 
houfe of Savoy, from its almoft hereditary anti- 
pathy to that of Bourbon, dreaded above all 
events. His Sardinian majefty, however, made 
the beit terms for himfelf that could poflibly be 
procured. He ftipulated a fublidy from Eng- 
Jand: he referved, in their full force, all the 
claims of his family upon the Milanefe; and he 
obtained feveral private ceflions of places conve- 
niently fituated for his dominions, 

In confideration of thefe advantages, he con- 
fented to join his forces to thofe of the queen of 
Hungary, in order to check the progrefs of the 
Spanifh and Neapolitan armies, which were 
then meditating a junétion; and to cover the 
ftates of Modena and Mirandola, which were 
the bulwaiks of her Hungarian majeity’s domi- 
nions in Italy. He alfo undertook to prevent 
the Snanith troops which had been landed at 
Orbittello, and which were commanded by the 
duke de Montemar, from effe&ting a jun@ion 
with another bodv, which had lately arrived in 
the port of Spezzia. And in thefe operations 
he was affured of being aflifted by a flrong Eng- 
lith fquadron, to be ftationed in the Meditens. 
nean for that purpofe. 

It happened, however, that in fome of his 
defigns he unfortunately failed. The duke de 
Montemar, having obtained permiffion from the 
pope to march through the ecclefiaftical territo- 
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ries, found means to unite his forces, not only 
to the other body of Spaniards, but to the Nea- 
politans; and the whole combined army amount- 
ed to about forty thoufand men, commanded by 
the duke de Montemar, and under him by the 
duke de Caftropignano, the Neapolitan general, 
The king. of Sardinia, informed of this event, 
publifhed a manifefto, declaring his intentiun to 
fu:p sort the queen of Hungary in her poffeflion 
of the Milaneze; and in the beginning of 
March, he entered that country at the head of 
thirty thoufand men, who were joined by feven- 
teen thoufand Auftrians, under the marefchal 
count Traun. As the duke of Modena, through 
whofe dominions it was neceffary for the king of 
Sardinia to pafs before he could attack the Spa- 
niards, profeffed to obferve a ftrit neutrality, 
this circumftance created at firft fome difficulty 
to the allies; but that obftruétion was foon re- 
moved by the impolitic condu& of the duke 
himfelf. Relying on the proteGtion of the Spa- 
niards, he concluded a private treaty with Mon- 
temar. When the king of Sardinia was informed 
of this incident, he entered the duke’s territories, 
drove him out of his dominions, feized upon his 
duchy, and made himfelf matter of his A 
while the duke, thus ftripped of his poffeffions, 
was obliged to retire to the Spanifh army, of 
which, by his late treaty, he aflumed the no- 
minal command. 
By this time the Englith miniftry had formed 
a refolution to keep no farther meafures with 
France. The condu& of the French admiral, 
in the Mediteranean, fo ftrongly demonftrated 
the intentions of his court, that all their pretexts 
to a neutrality were become ridiculous, Tef- 
tock, now a rear-admiral, commanded the Bri- 
tith {quadron in the neighbourhood of Antibes 
where he watched the motions of the French 
and Spanifh fquadrons in the harbour of Toulon. 
But as it was determined to firike fome bold 
ftroke in the Mediterranean in the courfe of this 
fummer, the {upreme command of the fleet was 
beftowed upon Mr. Matthews, who was pro- 
moted to the rank of a vice-admiral, and ap- 
pointed his majefty’s minifter plenipotentiagy to 
all the princes and ftates of Italy. ; 
Though Matthews had obtained his prefer- 
ment by the intereft of the new miniftry, he had 
never difunguified himfelf greatly = their 
avour, 
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favour. He was, at the time of his promotion, 
confiderably advanced in years, but far from 
being difqualified for a€tion. [is perfon was 
rematkably graceful, and his appearance futhci- 
ently expreflive of his charatter, which was 
compofed of a due mixture of courage, can- 
dour, and fincerity. Thefe great qualities, how- 
ever, were tarnifhed by fome unhappy fail- 
ings. He either was or appeared to be impe- 
rious; and his paflions were fometimes fo vio- 
lent, as entirely to overcome his reafon. Be- 
fides, he had always cherifhed an inveterate anti- 
pathy towards Leftock, who, in every thing 
but courage, was a perfect contraft to the other; 
hence it was judged impolitic in the new mi- 
niftry to place two men in ccmmand, who might 
probably be induced to facrifice the good of their 
country to the gratification of their private aver- 
fions. 

Mathews wasa refolute feaman ; and the firft 
exploit performed under his command fhewed 
that England was determined to feek her ene- 
mies wherever they could be found. He fet 
fail from Spithead with feven fhips of the line on 
the fixteenth of April, and on the fourteenth of 
June arrived at Villa Franca, where he affumed 
the command of the combined Englith fqua- 
drons. Captain Norris, who was on a cruife 
between that harbour and Cape Rous, hearing 
that five Spanifh gallies from Margaretta were 
then lving at St. Tropez, a I’rench port in the 
Mediterranean, thought proper to block them 
up; and the Spaniards beginning, ashe declared, 
to fire upon him, he immediately ordered captain 
Callis, in the duke firefhip, to enter the harbour 
and burn the veffels ; an order which the captain 
executed with equal bravery and fuccefs. 

The burning of an enemy’s fhips in 4 neutral 

ort was a thing which had been long unknown 
in the civilized ftates of Europe ; but the con- 
du& of the French in prote&ting the Spanifh 
fleet had deprived them of all claim to the privi- 
lege.of neutrality ; confequently the intelligence 
of this aétion was received bv the Englifh with 
articular marks of joy; and the miniffers, if 
Piameable in any particular, were thought to 
treat the French with too much lenity and indul- 
ce, The next exploit performed by admiral 
athews was ftill more acceptable tothe people 
of Great-Britain: as the king of Naples had 
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joined his forces to thofe of his father, the 
united army amounted to about twenty thou 
fand : and as the troops of the former were fupe- 
rior to thofe of the latter, it wasa matter of 
great importance to oblige his Neapolitan ma- 
jefty ‘to adhere to the neutrality which he pro- 
fefled to obferve. 

For this purpofe Mathews ordered captain 
Martin, as commodore, with five thips of war, 
and eight tenders and bomb ketches, to fail to 
Naples, and prefent to that court a meffage from 
the king of England, importing, that his Sici- 
lian and Neapolitan majefty, having violated his 
neutrality by joining his forces with the declared 
enemies of Great-Britain, of the queen of Hun- 
gary, and the king of Sardinia, with whom his 
Britannic majefty was in alliance, he (the com- 
modore) was fent to require the king of Sicily, 
not only to withdraw his troops from a€ting in 
conjunétion with thofe of Spain, but to promife, 
In writing, not to give them any farther affift-. 
ance, adding, that if his Sicilian majefty fhould 
omit or delay the propofed fatisfa€tion, he had 
orders to bombard Naples. 

The inhabitants of that city were thrown into 
the utmoft confternation by this inconfiderable 
force. Few places lay more convenient for a bom- 
bardment than Naples. Though one of the fineft 
in Europe, it was intirely defencelefs towards the 
fea; and its gradual afcent of fituation expofed 
almoft every building in it to the bombs and firing 
from the thips. The inhabitants were ftruck 
with the moft uneafy apprehenfions from the 
firft appearance of the Britifh fleet; but their 
alarm became altogether intolerable, when on the 
fourth of Auguft, about four in the afternoon, 
the commodore caft anchor before the city. 

A few hours before, the duke de Monteal- 
legre, his Sicilian majefty’s firft minifter, defired 
Mr. Allen, the Britith conful at Naples, to go 
on board the commodore and learn his inten- 
tions ; and at the fame time to acquaint him, that 
his Sicilian majefty would be glad to receive the 
Englith as friends, being erkebils in amity with 
the king of Great-Britain. The conful accord- 
ingly repaired on board the commodore, who 
delivered the meffage above ftated: and begged 
he would accompany and aflift captain L’ Angle, 
who was charged with a ey er to carry it 


to court. 
§ M The 
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The captain and conful immediately fet out, 
and arriving at the fecretary’s office about five 
in tne evening, delivered the meffage to the duke 
de Monteallegre, who, having perufed it, with 
great emotion, replied, that an anfwer fhould 
he given on his majefty’s return from church. 
The king returned about fix, a grand council 
was immediately fummoned; and, notwith- 
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vifions to the Spanifh fquadron and the coafts of 
Provence. 

To this intimation the republic replied, that, 
as they intended to obferve a ftri€&t neutrality, it 
was not poflible for them to hinder their fubjeéts 
from trading to the coalts of Provence: that it 
was their bufinefs to judge of their rifk by con- 
tinuing fuch a practice, when both the Britith 


ftanding all their refentment at fo imperious a | and Spanifh fquadrons were hovering on their 


meflage, they were obliged to fubmit. | 


It is remarkable, that in the courfe of the ne- 
gociation, which continued only a few hours, the 
duke de Monteallegre having taken the liberty 
to mention fome reciprocal conditions, the com- 
modore replied, that his orders were abfolute, 
and did not authorize him to grant any fuch | 
terms; that he expeéted a compliance in half | 
an hour’s time, or at fartheft in an bour*; or he 
fhould immediately begin to bombard the city. 

This peremptory anfwer had the defired effeét. 
An affurance was given in writing, by the duke 
de Monteallegre, in the name of his Sicilian ma- 
jefty, that he would immediately withdraw his 
troops from the army of Spain, and would not, 
for the future, afford them any affiftance in the 
profecution of the prefent wart. Hiftory affords 
few incidents of fuch decifion and difpatch in 
affairs of eyual importance. 

This promife was inftantly performed. The 
Neapolitan troops were recalled, and the Spanith 
army being thus weakened, was incapable, dur- 
ing the remaining part of the campaign, to per- 
form anv action of importance. 

The Genoefe having fhewn a manifeft par- 
tiality in favour of the French and Spaniards, 
vice-admiral Mathews ordered the Britifh conful 
at Genoa, to declare to the fenate, that as the 
friendfhip ef the king of Great Britain ought 
to be dear to the republic, it was hoped they 
would be careful to preferve it at prefent, by 
prohibiting their fubjetts from carrying any pro- 


* Pulling his watch from his pocket, and fixing it to the 
main-niafi 

+ The | -tter, containing this promife, was in the fol- 
lowing terms: 

“Sir, 

“ The king had already refolved, and given orders, 
** that his troops, which he jomed with thofe of Spain, 
** thould withdraw. in order to defend his own domi- 
* nions. His majefty commands me to acquaint you that 
** he will, forthwith, repcat his orders, that his troops, 


coaft: and that all that the fenate was capable 


| of doing, confiftent with the neutrality, was to 


refrain from affifting either party themfelves, 

In the courfe of this year, admiral Vernon 
and general Wentworth made an attempt againft 
the Spaniards in America, They had received 
in the {pring a reinforcement from England, 
and planned a new expedition, in concert with 
the governor of Jamaica, who accompanied 
them in the voyage. Their intention was to 
land their troops at Porto Bello, and march 
acrofs the ifthmus of Darien to attack the 
wealthy town of Panama. They failed from 
Jamaica in the beginning of March, and about 
the end of the fame month, arrived at Porto 
Bello. 

The admiral obferving the confufton of the in- 
habitants, and that many of them were prepar- 
ing to abandon the place, fent an officer on 
fhore to offer them proteftion. Encouraged by 
this indulgence, a deputation came from the 
magiftrates, thanking him for his humanity, and 
accepting his offer; and a prote€tion was ac- 
cordingly granted them by the unanimous con- 
fent of a council of war. It was alfo refolved, 
that a detachment fhould be fent up the river 
Cafcahal, to cut off the communication between 
Porto Bcllo and Panama, to take poffeffion of 
the cuftom-houfe, and fecure it witha guard. 
This refolution was immediately carried into 
execution. : 

By this time, lieutenant Lowther, the pro- 


withdrawing from the Romagna, where they are at 
prefent, immediately return into this kingdom, and 
that he willnot, in any manner whatfoever, aid or aflift 
thofe of Spain, any more, in this prefent war of Italy. 
“ Signed, 
The marquis of Saras, duke of 


, “ MONTEALLEGRES 
* To captain William Martin, commander 


** of the Englifh fyuadron.” 
jeftor 
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jeCtor of the fcheme, and who had been fent 
before, as a private trader, to procure intelli- 
pence, had rejoined the main fleet, and, in con- 
equence of his opinion, it was refolved, in a 
council of war of the land officers, that the at- 
tempt againft Panama was, for that year, im- 
practicable. This determination was foon com- 
municated to Vernon, who complained out- 
rageoufly of the land officers having a majority 
againft him in all councils of war; and moft 
earneftly, in his letters to the government, de- 
fired to be recalled. 

In fupport of the opinion of the land officers, 
a paper was delivered by Wentworth, alledging, 
that there was nota fufficient number of men 
to carry into effeét the enterprize againft Pa- 
nama; and that this was in confequence of an 
omiflion in one part of the fcheme. The go- 
vernor of Porto Bello, he faid, with three com- 
panies of foldiers, and two of mulattos and ne- 
groes, had retired to Panama; and, on the cut- 
ting off thefe, the fuccefs of the enterprize, in 
a great meafure, depended; efpcecially as the 

overnor was a man of acknowledged courage 
and abilities, and one in whom the Spaniards 
perfeétly confided. He added, that there was 
certain intelligence, that a ftrong reinforcement 
of troops was lately arrived at Panama, from 
Lima, and that confiderable improvements had 
been made in the fortifications of the city. 

In anfwer to thefe allegations, Vernon affirm- 
ed, that if, the very day the fleet appeared be- 
fore Porto Bello, Wentworth had, according to 
the admiral’s advice ina council of war, fent a 
detachment up the river Cafcahal, he might have 
intercepted the governor and his troops, who 
did not quit the place till the following morning. 
The refult of the whole was, that, the plan being 
impratticable, the fleet and tranfports fet fail for 
Jamaica, where they arrived on the fifteenth 
of May *. 

The parliament of Great Britain met on the 
fixteenth of November, when his majefty ac- 


* Such was the inglorious conclufion of the moft im- 
portant, the moft expenfive, and the beft concerted ex- 
pedition, that ever Great Britain had undertaken. It 1s 
till problematical, and perhapy will ever remain fo, be- 
tween the fea and land officers, where the blame ought 
tobe attributed. Vernon’s drift feems to have been to 
avoid all Jegal imputation: and Wentworth fheltered 
fiumfelf behind the opinions of councils of war and points 
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quainted the two houfes, that he had augmented 
the Britihh troops in the Low Countries with 
fixteen thoufand Hanoverians, and the Heffian 
auxiliaries, in order to form fuch a force, in 
conjunétion with the Auftrian armies, as might 
be of fervice to the common caufe; and he at- 
tributed to the councils of Great Britain, the 
magnanimify and firmnefs of the queen of Hun- 
Bay, the refolute conduét of the king of Sardinia, 
and the prevention of the Spanifh invafion of 
Italy, to which the Britifh fleet contributed in fo 
great a degree. 

It is a maxim, agreeable to reafon, and con- 
firmed by experience, that lefs ability is required 
to oppofe, than to conduét, or even defend, an 
adminiftration in England. The diftinguifhed 
talents which had been difplayed by the gentle- 
men of the new miniftry, while they were 
engaged in the late oppofition, were all concealed 
from the eyes of the public, the moment they 
attained to the direction of affairs. 

The truth is, the number of their friends was 
friall, and their intereft ftill {maller ;. for, though 
they were fupported by the remains of the late 
adminiftration, who ftill continued powerful, yet 
that advantage was not derived from any kind- 
nefs, which the others entertained for them, but 
from their common fear or hatred of a third 
party: and what added to the unpopularity of 
the new miniftry, was the difgrace they had in- 
curred by having changed their party and prin- 
ciples, without being poflefled of any real 

ower, 

This, with refpe&t to money, was ftill in the 
hands of the old adminiftration, and with regard 
to meafures, it was engroffed by lord Carteret, 
a minifter of fuperior capacity and influence, and 
independent, in his public condu&, of all party , 
connettions. But even the capacity of that able’ 
minifter, however great, was thought infufficient 
for juftifying to the nation the bold meafures, 
which had lately been adopted. Sixteen thou- 
fand Britifh troops were now in Flanders, idle, 


of generalhip; cautions, which are always difregarded 
hy a great ollicer, and which never fail to prove fatal to 
enterprizes that depend on the rapidity of execution, and 
the happy feizure of an opportunity. In a word, from 
the failure of this expedition, the Englifh received a me- 
lancholy proof, that as diffenfion is the misfurtune of a fiee 
itate, fo it is the ruin of a military projed. ° 


unemployed, 
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unemployed, and quarrelling with the inhabi- 
tants; while the 
engagements in favour of the queen of Hungary, 

a circumftance which created a fufpicion, that 

England was to take upon itfelf the whole fup- 

port of the houfe of Auftria. This fufpicion was 

ftrengthened, when the Heffian troops in Britith 

pay were ordered to join the Englith in Flanders; 

and when it became known, that the fixteen 

thoufand Hanoverians, fent upon the fame def- 

tination, were likewife to be in the pay of Great 

Britain, the matter feemed to be admitted. 

All thefe topics, the latter efpecially, were 
exaggerated to the public, in a feries of the- 
mott flagitious and indecent writings that ever 
appeared in this or any other country. The 
prefs did not now, as formerly, point at the mi- 
pifter alone ; it was directly levelled againtt the 
fovereign himfelf, on account of his double ca- 

city as king and ele€tor : and the people were, 

y thefe means, inflamed to the higheft degree 
of frenzy and diftraction. 

It was eafily forefeen, that if the ppen in 
parliament fhould continue to be as ftrong as it 
had been the preceding feflion, it might be at- 
tended with confequences fatal to the internal 
peace of the kingdom ; and thefe apprehenfions 
were ftill farther increafed by the {pirit of dif- 
content, which began to appear among the 
officers of the army, both at home and abroad, 
refpe@ting the Hanoverian forces. 

e minifter (for fo lord Carteret was now 
termed by way of eminence) exerted himfelf 
with equal fpirit and ability in defending the 
meafures which the government bad embraced. 
He appealed to the refolutions of the parliament, 
and to the late decifions of the people ; both of 
which had concurred in calling upon his majefty 
to undertake the fupport of the houfe of Aultria. 
He infifted that the cheering fituation of affairs 
on the continent, was entirely owing to the vi- 
gour and firmnefs of his majefty’s councils ; and 
he continued, in {pite of all appearances to the 
contrary, to afhirm, that the Dutch would infal- 
libly zake an a€tive part in the war, if they faw 
his majcfty perfevere in his condué. 


* Lord Gower, the mofj persis nobleman in the party, 
was inted lord privy-feal : jord Bathurft, who bad al- 
wa confidered as onc of the moft plaufible fpeakers 
be (uo nuke of gocrs was appointed captain of the band 
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Many of the moft confiftent friends of the late 


utch refufed to fulfil their | oppofition, agreed with the miniffer in thefe fen- 


timents, and fome of them were promoted te 
places of truftand emolument*. Though thefe 
promotions were generally agreeable, and feemed 
to.indicate a majority to the government ; yet, 
they were far fon filencing the clamours of 
the people. The principal preferments had 
been allotted to thafe who were confidered 
as Tories, or, at leaft, of moderate principles 
with regard to any party; and the gentlemen 
in the oppofition were not even without hopes, 
that, when the great points came to be dif- 
cuffed, fome of the new courtiers would, as 
nied actually did, vote in oppofition to the mi- 
niftry. 

An addrefs was propofed, difcuffed, and car- 
ried in both houfes; and each met with a moft 
gracious anfwer from his majefty. Neither party 
thouzht proper to exert his ftrength on fo trivial 
an occafion: that they determined to referve, for 
amore important obje€t; nor was it long be- 
fore a field was prefented for the full difplay of 
their declamatory talents. 

On the fixteenth of December, a motion was 
made in the lower houfe, to refolve, that the 
fum of two hundred and fixty-five thoufand one 
hundred and ninety-one pounds, fhould be 
granted to his majefty for defraying the expence 
of five thoufand five hundred and twelve horfe, 
and ten thoufand feven hundred and fifty-five 
foot, of the troops of Hanover, together with 
the general officers and the train of artillery, in 
the pay of Great Britain, from the thirty-firit of 
Auguft to the twenty-fifth of December in- 
clufive: that the fum of three hundred and 
ninety-two thoufand fix hundred and feven 
pounds, fhould be granted to his majefty, for 
the payment of the faid troops, from the twenty- 
fixth of December 1742, to the twenty-fifth of 
December 1743: and that the fum of one hun- 
dred and fixty-one thoufand fix hundred and 
feven pounds, fhould be granted to his majefty, 
for defraying the expence of one thoufand two 
hundred and fixty horfe, and four thoufand nine 
hundred and eight foot, of the troops of his 


of penfioners; and feveral gentlemen in the houfe of 
commons were, at the fame time, exalted to places under 


government. 
majefty 
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majefty the king ot Sweden, as eleCtor of Heffe kept at home, might, had there been an abfo- 
Caffel, in the pay of Great Britain, from the lute neceflity, have fupplied the place of the ex- 
twenty-fiift of December 1742 to the twenty- penfive mercenaries now taken into pay. 

fifth of December 1743. Such was the fubftance of the principal argu- 

The debates which occurred in both houfes ments againft thefe meafures; which produced 
upon the two firft refolutions, were extremely fuch a ferment in the nation, as almoft to give 
obftinate and violent; and the refleGtions thrown _ birth to civil convulfions. The Whigs in the 
out were more fevere and perfonal than could oppofition, renounced all the maxims of their 
well have been expeéted in affemblies, which party during the reigns of king William and 
acknowledged the ele¢tor of Hanover for their queen Anne: their moft glorious fucc: ffes and 
fovereign. The late clamours of the oppofition victories on the continent were now fliled illuf- 
for compelling the government to efpoufe the trious deviations from the true intereft of Eng- 
caufe of her Hungarian majefty were entirely land; and a new doftrine was promulga'ed, 
forgotten; and a new dodtrine was fuddenly that Great Britain ought not, on any confidera- 
ado'.ted, that the endeavours of Great Britain tion, to engage in a war upon the continent of 
to fave the houfe of Auftria were vain and fruit- Europe, except by employing her good offices; 
le{s, and calculated only to prote&t Hanover, and or, upon very great and interefting emergencies, 
load England with the expence of Hanoverian | by fupplying her allies with monev, and that too 
mercenarics. with a very frugal hand. 

It was ftrongly infinuated in pamphlets and | Finally ‘it was urged, that if the queen of 
papers, which were known to have been written | Hungary was not effectually affifted, and that 
by the heads of the party, though acknowledged with men, as well as money, it would be much 
by minor authors, that the aét of fettlement, better for Great Britain not to affift her at all; 
which provides againft Great Britain ever  fince any atliftance that was not effe€tual, would 
being engaged in a war, on account of the do- be fo much money thrown away, without ren- 
minions belonging to her king on the continent, | dering any fervice either to her or to England. 
had been violated; and broad hints were given, Many other arguments were adduced on both 

| 
| 
| 


———— 


what courfe, in fuch a fituation, the people | fides of this important queftion. At laft, upon 
ought to purfue. It was farther pretended, that | a divifion, the meafure was approved in the 
the whole of the bargain, for the ele€toral troops, | lower houfe by a majority of two hundred and 
was an impofition upon the people of England; | fixty againft one hundred and ninety-three. So 
as thofe troops could not prefume to act againft ' {mall a majority in the houfe of commons, con- 
the head of the empire, without expofing bis ( fidering the number of new placemen in it, was 
majefty to the danger of its ban; and of the | next’ toa minoritv, and was confidered in that 
propriety of this reafoning, the late neutrality for , light throughout the nation. 
the electorate of Hanover, was urged as an, The quelftion, however, received a much fuller 
irrefragable proof. decifion in the houfe of peers On the firft of 
It was afhrmed, among other accufations, that February, earl Stanhope made a motion to re- 
the taking fo great a number of forcign merce- folve, that an humble addrefs fhould be pre- 
narics into pay, without confulting the parlia- fented to his majefty, to befeech and advife 
ment, was highly unconftitutional, and dero- him, that confidering the exceflive and grievous 
gatory to the honour and dignity of that auguft expences incurred by the great number of fo- 
aflembly: that it did not appcar, that the ecc- reign troops, now in the pay of Great Britain; 
torate of Flanover, though more immediately expences, encreafed by the extraordinary man- 
concerned in the event of the war than Great ner, as there was reafon to apprehend, of mak- 
Britain, had contributed any thing to the fup- . ing the eftimates relating to them, and which 
port of the common caufe: and finally, that the ; did not appear to be conducive to the end pro- 
greateft part of the ftanding army, confiliing of | pofed; his majefty would be gracioufly pleafed, 
twenty-three thoufand foldiers, and eleven thou- | in compatlion to his fubje&ts already loaded with 
fand five hundred and fifty marines, who were | fuch numerous and heavy taxes, to exonerat 
Vol. IL, No. 98, | 3N his 
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his fubjeéts of the charge and burden of thofe 
mercenaries, who were taken into the Britifh 
fervice laft year, without the advice or confent 
of parliament. : 

This motion, which was feconded bv the ear! 
of Sandwich, gave occafion to a long and 
obitinate debate. Among thofe who oppofed 
it, was the earl of Bath, formerly Mr. Pulteney, 
and the head of the oppofition in the houfe of 
commons, 

He alledged that the grounds of oppofing 
Were removed with the late minifter, and that 
it became him to fupport the prefent meafures, 
which were thofe he had always recommended, 
while he was in the oppofition. The affording 
aflittance to the queen of Hungary, and reducing 
the power of Irance, had been always his ta- 
vourite topics, and he now employed all the 
powers of his cloquence, which were confeffed 
to be great, in defending and enforcing them. 

The other principal {peakers againtt this mo- 
tion, were, the lord chancellor, the duke of 
Newcaftle, the earl of Cholmondeley, lord Car- 
teret, and lord Bathurft. The chief fpeakers in 
tavour of it, exclulive of the earls by whom it 
Was made and feconded, were the duke of Bed- 
ford, the earl of Chefterfield, vifcount Lonfdale, 
and lord Hervey. At laft, the queftion being 
put, it was reje€ted by a majority of ninety 
againtt thirty-five. 

The commons now procceded to confider the 
eftimates. and fettle the fupplies: when very 
large grants were vuted with little oppofition, in 
comparifon with that which attended the mea- 
fure of the Hanoverian troops. Several bills 
being ready for the roval affent, his majefty came 
to the houfe of peers, where, after pafling them, 
he declared, in a fpeech to both houfes, that 
he was glad of the occafion of expreffing to 
them the great fatisfaction he enjoyed in feein 
fo great a progrefs already made in the bufinets 
of the feffion: that the readinefs and difpatch, 
with which they had thus eafily provided fo con- 
fiderable a part of the fupplies for the public 
fervice, demanded his particular thanks; and he 
doubted not, but the fame zeal for the common 
caufe would induce them to enable him to con- 
cert proper meafures, and to contraét or fulfil 
fuch alliances“ and engagements, with other 
powers, as might be neceffary for the fupport of 
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the queen of Hungary, and for reftoring the 
balance of Europe: and that he confidered this 
happy beginning as a fure pledge of their flea. 
dinefs in purfuing the true intereft of Great 
Britain, which was, and ever fhould be, his 
only view. : 

An addrefs of thanks, was voted by the com- 
mons, and, after fome debate, a refolution taken, 
that five hundred thoufand pounds fhould be 
granted to his majefty, towards enabling him 
to concert fuch meafures, to form fuch alliances, 
or to contract fuch engagements with other 
powers, as his majefty thould judge neceffary 
for the fupport of the houfe of Auftria, and re- 
eftablifhing the balance of power in Europe. 

It was eafier, however, to grant them to raife 
money; and the commons found fome difficulty 
in regulating the funds for that purpofe. The 
land-tax and malt bill had already been patffed; 
but the amount of thefe was expected to be in- 
fufficient for the purpofe. At laft, after various 
confultations, a motion was made to alter the 
duties on fpirituous liquors. 

This, it muft be acknowledged, was a dan- 
gerous expedient; but the truth is, all the reme- 
dies, which had been hitherto propofed and ap- 
plied for preventing the ufe of thofe pernicious 
liquors had been found ineffeétual; and the 
public revenue had fuffered a ee diminution, 
though the health and morals of the people were 
not in the leaft improved. A motion was there- 
fore made to refolve, that the duty of twenty 
fhillings per gallon on fpirituous liquors fhould 
be difcontinued: and that, towards raifing the 
fupplies granted to his majefty, there fhould be 
paid for every gallon of low wines or fpirits of 
the firft extraCtion, drawn from any foreign or 
imported materials, fixpence over and above all 
other duties charged or chargeable on thefe 
liquors. ‘This motion was produttive of a long 
and violent debate. The confcientious part of 
the houfe, who had been zealous in promoting 
the fpirit a&t, confidered the repeal of it to be 
a kind of licence granted to the people for 
poifoning themfelves; in confequence of which 
they oppofed the meafure with great vehemence. 
It was urged on the other hand, that the prohi- 
bition of {pirituous liquors had been found im- 
pratticable, as no method could be devifed to 
prevent the clandeftine fale of them: that a high 
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duty was next to a prohibition: and that the 
duty propofed was fufficiently large at firft, but 
might be afterwards encreafed, if deemed ex- 
pedient. The motion was at laft approved, and 
a bill prepared, paffed, and fent up to the lords 
for their approbation. 

In the upper houfe it met with a more 
vigorous oppofition, than it had experienced in 
the lower. Lord Hervey propofed, that fome 
phyficians fhould be ordered to attend the houfe, 
to explain to their lordfhips the pernicious con- 
fequence of drinking drams; but, as this mo- 
tion had too much the air of ridicule, it was re- 
jeCted by a great majority*. 

The bill was oppofed by the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, the bifhops of London, Exeter, St. 
Afaph, Norwich, Briftol, Gloucefter, Sarum, 
Ox(ord, and Chichefter, by the duke of Bedtord, 
the earls of Aylesford, Sandwich and Chefter- 
field, and the lords Lonfdale, Talbot, and Her- 
vey. It was defended by the duke of New- 
cattle, the earls of Cholmondeley, Ilay, and Bath, 
and the lords Carteret and Bathurtt. 

In a fpeech delivered by the earl of Chefter- 


expreffions: “ For my own part, my lords, 

‘ think the tax now propofed much worfe than 
the tax invented by Vefpafian’s wavs and 
‘ means men: it is not only mean and fordid, 
but it is vicious to the Jaft degree ; becaufe 
it will encourage and promote that vice, 
which is the parent of every vice. If your 
lordfhips, therefore, thould approve of this 
bill, when you come to the preamble, I fhall 
propofe an amendment, which I think a very 
neceflary one, for the fake of truth, as well 
as religion. In that part of the preamble 
where it is faid, “ by and with the advice of 
the lords /piritual and temporal,” I hope 
your lordfhips will leave out the word “ /pi- 
ritual;” for it will bring a fcandal upon the 
religion of the age, to have it recorded in our 
law books, that the reverend bench gave their 
confent to fuch a bill. Befides, it is falfe in 
fa&t ; for fome of them have appeared openly 
and avowedly againft it; and I do not find 
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* Several members of the upper houfe maintaincd, that 
the bill would promote intoxication and profligacy , tend to 
the deftruction of the health of the people, and weaken 
the power and refources of the nation, Lord Hervey 


field, his lordfhip concluded with the a: | 
| 


235 


“ that any one of them will advife or confent to 
sit.” After a warm and obftinate difpute, the 
bill was paffed by a majority of twenty-feven 
voices, 

The public bufinefs being finifhed, his ma- 
jefty, on the twenty-fifth of April, concluded the 
feton with a fpeech, in which he obferved, 
that he had, at the requifition of the queen of 
IJungary, ordered his army, in conjunétion with 
the Auftrian troops, to pafs the Rhine, as auxi- 
liaties to her Hungarian majefty, to oppofe any 
dangerous meafures which might affeét the ba- 
Jance and liberties of Europe, or hinder the re- 
eftablithment of public tranquillity upon juft and 
folid foundations: that he had continued a 
ftrong fquadron in the Mediterranean, and an- 
other in the Weft Indies, to profecute the great 
work of diftrefling his enemies the Spaniards, 
and compelling them to agree to fafe and ho- 
nourable terms of peace. 

The affairs of Europe were now in a very 
perplexed and complicated fituation. The queen 
of Hungary depended, for fupport, on the king 
of England: the emperor upon’ his moft Chrif- 
tian majefty: yet neither Great Britain nor 
France had hitherto aéted as principals in the 
war. The queen of Hungary, who had been 
obliged to have recourfe to arms, could not be 
perfuaded to lay them down: the emperor, who 
had induced her to adopt that meafure, was 
now inclined to fue for peace: but, though he 
offered, in his‘own name, and in that of the 
Trench monarch, to evacuate all the Auftrian 
dominions, his requeft was not complied with. 

Her Hungarian majefty and the king of Sar- 
dinia, though now united againft the efforts of 
the Spaniards, had many latent claims upon each 
other; nor could any thing but their commort 
dread of the houfe of Bourbon, have prevented 
them from coming to an open rupture: while 
Spain, who was a principal in the war againft 
England, hazarded even her poffeffion of the 
Weft Indies, on which the very being of her 
monarchy depended, to procure a fovereignty in 
Italy for the fon of her ambitious queen. 

The princes of the empire beheld with indif- 


expreffed himfelf with fuch an air of jocularity on this 
occafion, that he would have been very much difape 
pointed, had not his motion been rejected, 
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ference, or perhaps with fecret fatisfaGtion, the 
Imperial dignity fevered from the houfe of Auf- 
tria, and vefted ina fuvereign who could not 
render himfelf formidable, and who was daily 
becoming more burthenfome to his allies, and 
more defpicable to his vaffals. 

The king of Pruilia, though furrounded by 
the tumults of war, was cultivating, in his own 
dominions, the arts of peace; but, always vi- 
gilant and attentive, he never ceafed to be pre- 
pared for a@ion: while Great Britain, bleffed 
with domeftic tranquillity, and fearing no attacks 
from anv foreign foe, whom fhe had reafon to 
dread, was pouting all the thunder of her arms 
upon countries, fevered from her by fituation, 
and unc nnected with her by intereft. 

Matters, however, could not long remain in 
fuch a de:icate and critical fituation. The king 
ef Engiand had repeatedly plighted his faith for 
the fupport of the Pragmatic Sandction ; and no 
evil, he fuppofed, could be deemed fo dreadful, 
as the breach of national faith was infamous. 
Urged by this confideration, he refolved, in the 
courfe of the enfuing campaign, to head his 
troops in perfun, Accordingly, having app»int- 
ed aregency to govern the kingdom in his ab- 
fence, avd made a large promction of general 
Officers, he fet out, accompanied by his fecond 
fon the duke of Cu nberland, for Hanover, where 
he arrived on the fixth of May. 

By this time, the campaign had been opened 
between the feveral parties engaged in the war. 
Prince Lobkowitz, having taken poffetlion of 
Prague, proceeded to Egra, which he imme- 
diately insvefted ; but that place had been put 
into fuch a pofure of de‘ence, that, after a few 
ineffectual etforts, he was obliged to abandon 
the enterrtize. 

The emperor had exerted himfelt with great 
aftivity, in recruiting his army; and, having af- 
fembled ahout twenty thoufand men, he p.tched 
his camp at Limbatch, in the neighbourhood 
of Brenau. From thence he fent repeated mef- 


faces to Broglio, entreating him to advance | 


with the troops under his command; but that 
general had been ordered, by late inftruCctions, 
to keep on the defenfive, till he fhould either 


receive a reinforcement, or find an opportunity © 


of joining the duke de Noailles, who had entered 
the Palatinate, with an army of twenty thoufand 
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men, and made himfelf matter of Spires, Worms, 
Oppenheim, and IJeidelburgh, on the Neckar. 

In the mean time, the campaign was equally 
vigorous and attive in other quarters. A refo- 
lution having been taken, that the allied army 
fhould proceed from Flanders to Germany, to 
act as auxiliaries to the queen of Hungary, the 
Britith troops began their march thither in Fe- 
bruary ; and, on the nineteenth of May, they 
paffed by the town of Aix-la Chapelle, where 
they were joined by the Hanoverians in the pay 
of England. ‘They were alfo in expe€tation of 
being foon reinforced by another body of fix 
thoufand troops belonging to that ele€torate, as 
well as by the Hetlians in the fervice of Great 
Britain. 

As Frankfort, where the emperor then refided, 
was a neutral citv, and afforded a peaceable 
retreat to all the officers of the different armies ; 
and, as the fupport of the Pragmatic Sanétion, 
and the deliverance of Germany from the French, 
were the only motives that had induced the Fng- 
lith to march into the empire ; the earl of Stair, 
who commanded the allies in chief, fent a mef- 
fage to the emperor, importing, that nothing more 
was intended by the march of the Britith troops 
into Germany, than to reftore the public peace 
and tranquillity: that his Britannic majefty, upon 
appointing him to the command of them, had 
exprefily charged him to avoid every thing which 
might, in the leaft, injure the dignity of the head 
of the empire: and that, theretore, his Imperial 
majefty might affure himfelt that the march of 
thefe troops fhould be directed in fuch a manner, 
as not to difturb his refidence at Frankfort. The 
emperor, however, not thinking it fafe to re- 
main in a neutral city, retired to Munich, in 
company with the prince royal, his fon. 

In the month of July, in the preceding year, 
the ftates of Holland had prevailed upon their 
high mightineffes, to agree to a propofition of 
providing forty thoufand foot, and four thoufand 
{even hundred horfe, to be in readinefs for march- 
ing on the fhorteft notice. 

The French king, informed of thefe refolu- 
tions, ordered the marefchal de Noailles, one of 
his beft generals, to aflemble an army of eighty 
thoufand men upon the Rhine, and to advance 
againft the Englith and their allies. In the be- 
ginoing of June, the marefchal paffed the Rhine f 
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and after detaching count Segur, with a confi- 
derable body, to reinforce Broglio, he began to 
make difpofitions for attacking the confederates, 
wlio were now encamped in the neighbourhood 
-of Frankfort, above and below the town of 
Hochft, upon the Mayne. 

The army of the allies, making allowance for 
all deduétions, was {uppofed to confift of about 
thirty-feven thoufand men; that of Noailles of 
fifty-eight thoufand. The French pi ae to 
furprife Hailborn, a ftrong town on the Neckar ; 
but were difappointed by the vigilance of the 
garrifon. They then pafled the Rhine, and, by 
a variety of marches and countermarches, re- 
duced the allies to great difficulties for want of 
provifions. They even endeavoured to make 
themfelves mafters of Afchaffenburgh, where 
there was a bridge over the Maine; but the earl 
of Stair prevented their fucceeding in that en- 
terprize. Such was the fituation of the two 
armies, when, on the nineteenth of June, his 
Britannic majefty, attended by the duke of 
Cumberland and Jord Carteret, arrived in the 
camp of the allies. 

The king found his army full of fpirits, and 
eager for ation; but reduced almoft to a ftarv- 
ing condition for want of fubfiftence. The 
French obtained pofieflion of all the upper pofts 
on the Maine; the boats below, obftru&ed by 
the enemy’s huflars, and the rapidity of the 
f{ream, were unable to come up with provifions : 
and thus the allies, by a concurrence of adverfe 
circumftances, were furrounded by a fuperior 
army, commanded by a cautious and vigilant 
. general, who had taken his meafures fo judici- 
oufly, that he thought the confederates muft 
either be obliged to furrender themfelves pri- 
foners of war, or fuffer themfelves to be cut to 
pieces in their retreat. 

A retreat, however, to Hanau, was refolved 
on, as being neceffary to procure fubfiftence, 
and to form a junétion with a reinforcement of 
twelve thoufand Heffians and Hanoverians which 
had reached Hanau, and was in danger of being 
cut off; and, accordingly, on the twenty-fixth 
of June, the troops were ordered to {trike their 
tents, and to begin their march by break of day. 


* The earl of Stair propofed a purfuit; but his mafter, 
George II. happy in having bravely extricated himfelf 
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The road they were to take was bounded on 
one fide by a mountain, on the other by the 
river Maine; over which the French had beer 
unaccountably fuffered to ere€t feveral bridges, 
and to harrafs the allies with the fire of their ar- 
tillery. 

From the motions of the French, it was ge-’ 
nerally imagined, that their intention was to 
pafs the river at Afchaffenburgh, and to attack 
the rear of the confederates in their retreat. Of 
this circumftance his Britannic majefty was fo 
much convinced, that he himfelf took poft in the 
rear; which was brought up by the Englith and 
Lunenburgh guards, and by the Hanoverian 
cavalry, with a {mall train of artillery. 

It appeared, however, by the fequel, that this 
was merely a feint of the French; and that their 
real intention was to crofs the river at another 
place, and to oppofe the allies in front. The 
confederates had not advanced above three 
leagues, when they obferved a body of the 
enemy, amounting to about thirty thoufand, on 
tie more elevated fide of the river, and dtawn 
up in order of battle. Before them lay a narrow 
pafs, the village of Dettingen was on their right, 
a wood on the left, and a morafs in the center. 
Thus fecured, they might have compelled the 
confederates either to fubmit at difcretion, or 
to engage at a very great difadvantage, had not 
the duke de Gramont, who commanded the 
enemy, been prompted by thie natural impetuofity 
of his difpofition, to pafs the defile, and offer the 
allies battle. 

The French horfe charged with great impe- 
tuofity, and fome regiments of Britifh cavalry 
were driven in diforder; but the infantry of the 
allies behaved with fuch matchlefs intrepidity, 
under the eye of their fovereign, as {peedily to 
determine the fate of the day: the French were 
obliged to give way, and repafs the Maine with 

eat precipitation, having loft about fix thou- 
and men killed, wounded, or taken. Terror now 
feized the whole French army, every one crying, 
* Save himfelf who can!” Had the duke de 
Noailles been expeditioufly purfued, the viGory 
of the allies would probably have been complete, 
and the defeat of the French total*. 

; The 


from one imminent danger, did not choofe to run the 
hazard of another. He was afraid of an ambuicadc. 
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The lofs of the allies in this a&tion, amounted 
to two thoufand five hundred men. The gene- 
tals Clayton and Monroy were killed: the duke 
of Cumberland, who exhibited uncomman proofs 
of military prowefs, was {hot through the calf 
of the leg: the earl of Albemarle, general 
Hufke, and feveral other officers of dittin@ion 
were wounded. The king expofed his perfon 
to a fevere fire of cannon as well as mufketry: 
he rode between the firft and fecond lines with 
his fworn drawn, and animated the troops to 
fight for the honour of their country*. 

The two armies continued on different fides 
of the river till the twelfth of July: when the 
French general, receiving intelligence that prince 
Charles of Lorraine was advancing towards the 
Neckar, fuddenly retired, and repaffed the Rhine 
between Worms and Oppenheim. His Bri- 
tannic majefty was vifited by prince Charles and 
count Kevenhuller at Hanau, where the future 
gperations of the campaign were concerted. 

On the twenty-fourth of Auguft, the allied 
army pafled the Rhine at Mentz, and the king 
fixed his head-quarters in the epifcopal palace 
of Worms. Here they encamped till the latter 
end of September, when they advanced to Spires, 
where they were joined by twenty thoufand 
Dutch auziliaries from the Netherlands. Maref- 
chal Noailles having retreated into Upper Al- 
face, the allies took poffetlion of Germerfheim, 
and demolifhed the lines which the enemy had 
formed on the Queich: after which they re- 


turned to Mentz, and, in October, were diftri- 


buted into winter quarters. 


In September, a treaty had been concluded | 


at Worms, between his Britannic majefty, the 
king of Sardinia, and the queen of Hungary. 
By Sis treaty, his Sardinian majefty renounced 
his pretenfions to the Duchy of Milan, and once 
more guaranteed the Pragmatic SanQion. The 

ueen of Hungary, befides relinquishing in his 
‘ai all title to the town and marquifate of 
Final, then poffeffed by the republic of Genoa, 
but on which fhe had fome claims, agreed to 
put him io poffeflion of the Vigevanefco, with 
that part of the duchy of Pavia which lies be- 


His troops had received little fuftenance for feveral 
days: they were come off a fati “5 Saag and had 
been. many hours under aris: Fes , the enemy had 
Gill a Soperier army, and = gest train of artillery, it 
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tween the Po and the Teffin, and to cede to him - 
the towns of Placenza and Bombio, with all 
the territory fram the fource of the Neta to the 
lake of Maggiore, and the frontiers of the Swifs 
Cantons. She farther engaged to maintain thirty 
thoufand men in Italy, as foon as the fituation 
of her affairs in Germany would permit ; and 
the king of Sardinia, on condition of his receiv- 
ing from Great Britain an annual {ubfidy of two 
hundred and eighty thoufand pounds fterling, 
obliged himfelf to keep up an army of forty 
thoufand foot and five thoufand horfe. 

This treaty, which was ratified by the regency 
at London, on the twentieth of September, ex- 

ed the Britifh minifter, who had condufed 
it, to much cenfure. The friends of the queen 
of Hungary alledged, that it ftripped her of too 
cenfiderable a part of her dominions, in favour 
of a fickle and mercenary ally ; and her enemies 
affirmed, that nothing could be more ridiculous 
and unjuft, thei her pretending to cede Final, 
which was the property of another ftate, merely 
becaufe that ftate was unable to defend it. It 
was further obferved, that, by the fourth ar 
ticle of the quadruple alliance, Great Britain had 
guarantied the poffeflion of Final to the Ge- 
noefe ; and, as the terror of the Britifh fleet was 
the only motive which could compel them to 
yield it up, the honour of the nation feemed 
evidently in danger. Belides, it was thought 
impolitic to provoke even fo inconliderable a 
ftate as Genoa; efpecially as the had never been 
deficient in manifefting her refpe€t to Great 
Britain. 

Ik was likewife faid, that the experiment was 
dangerous; and that the king of Sardinia might 
as well have claimed the poffeflions of Genoa it- 
felf, as of Final; as that place, if repaired, for- 
tified, and made a free port, would carry away 
al] the Mediterranean trade from the Genoefe. 

The claims of her Hungarian majefty, to the 
town and marquifate of Final, were found, 
on examijation, to be equally frivolous and a 
furd. Final had formerly belonged to the Ge- 
noefe, and had been wrefted from them by the 
houfe of Auftria; nor was there the leaft refer- 


was {aid, to difpute the pailage of the river. 

* Voltaire afirms, that the lofs on each fide was nearly 
etal ; Bit i this affertion he is not jultified by the mott 
probable Rasements 
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vation in the contra&t by which they re-purchafed 
it from the emperor, It may alfo be added that, 
as the king of Sardinia had already three or four 
ports in the Mediterranean, he was ftrongly fuf- 
pefted of .afpiring to the rank of a maritime 
power; a fcheme in which he ought, by no 
means, to have been affifted by the miniftry of 
Great Britain*. 

By this tine the earl of Stair had refigned his 
command in difguft. He was diffatisfied at the 
peopel which he fuppofed to be fhewn to the 

anoverian, to the prejudice of the Britith of- 
ficers; and the belief of that groundie(s report, 
which he found means to infufe into the minds 
of the Englith, was the only detriment which 
the public received from his refignation. In Oc- 
tober, the king of Great Britain returned to Ha- 
nover, and the army feparated. The troops in 
Britith pay marched back to the Netherlands; 
and the reft repaired to their refpe€tive countries. 

Denmark, prevailed on by French councils, 
began to make preparations of war againft Swe- 
den; but a body of Ruffian auxiliaries arriving 
in that kingdom, under the command of ge- 
neral Keith, and the Czarina declaring fhe would 
affift the Swedes with all her forces, the king of 
Denmark thought proper to difarm. At the 
fame time, a treaty of marriage was concluded 
between the prinee royal of Denmark, and the 
princefa Louifa, youngeft daughter of his Bri- 
tannic majefty, who was condutted to Copen- 
me in the month of December f. 

ince. Broglio retreated out of Germany, the 
French court affe€ted wonderful moderation. 
They alledged, that their troops had acted only 
as auxiliaries, while they continued in the em- 
re; but, being apprehenfive of an irruption 
wito their own dominions, they afferted, that thefe 
troops were no longer to be confidered in that 
Jight, but as fabjeéts really a€ting in the fervice 
France. 
The campaign in Italy wat inaftive and in- 


* While the allies continued at Worms, colonel Men- 
zel, at the head of a latge body of irregulars, belonging 
to the queen of Hungary, made sn irruption into Lor- 
raine, part of which they ravaged without mercy. In 
September, prince Charles, with the Auftrian army, en- 
tered the Brifgaw, and attempted to pafs the Rhine; but 
marefchol Coigal sppiearing on the oppofite banks, witha 
body of fifty i mew, he was obli to abandon 
that enterprise, and, réturning into tre Upper Palatinate, 
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decifive, though its beginning promifed the moft 
vigorous exertions. Count de Gages, who com- 


manded the Spanifh army in the Belognefe, 
atounting to twenty-five thoufand men, paffed 
the Fanaro, in the beginning of February, and 
advanced to Campo Santo, where he attacked 
the Imperial and Piedmontefe forces, confifting 
of twenty thoufand, commanded by count ‘Traun, 
and count Afpremont. 

The battle began about eight in the morning, 
and continued till feven at night. The Spaniards 
loft three thoufand men; the confederates about 
two. Sonie carinon and colours were taken on 
both fides; and each party claimed the vittory. 
Count de Gages repafied the Panaro ; retreated 
fuddenly from Bologna, and marched to Rimini, 
in the ectlefiaftical ftate, where he continued till 
O€tober, when his troops were ordered into 
winter quarters. 

The naval tranfa€tions of the year, fo far as 
they regard the operations of the Britifh fleets, 
tefle&t more honour on the courage, than the 
condu€t of the officers. Admiral Mathews flill 
continued to watch the combined fquadrons of 
France and Spain off the harbour of Toulon, 
and, by turns, to amufe and intimidate the Ge- 
noefe. His cruifers, however, greatly injured 
the coafts of the enemy, and made prize of fome 
of their richeft veffels. The courts of Verfailles 
and Madrid, havitig now fornied a plan for ex- 
tricating their fleets from their confinement, 
Mathews communicated their ptoje& to the 
Englith miniftry, and begged to be fupplied with 
a proper reinforcement. 

In the Weft Indies, fome unfuecefsful efforts 
were made by an Englith fquadron, command- 
ed by commodore Knowles. He attacked La 
Guira, on the coaft of the Carraccas, in the 
month of February; but meeting with a warm 
reception, he was obliged to abandon the en- 
terprize, and rhake the beft of his way for the 
Dutch iflarid Curacoa, wheré He repaired the 


quartered his troops in that country, and in Bevaria. 

+ France was abuut this time deprived of her ableft 
minifter, in the death of cardinal Fleury, who had, fot 
maity yeats, condu@ted the affairs of that kingdom. He 
was conftantly a friend to pacifie meafures; he endea- 
voured to accomplith hie purpufes, by encouraging iné 
trigyes at foreign courts: but he is accufed of having 
tiegleGied the military glory of France, and of having 
petthitted its naval power to be almoft aimihilated. 
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damage he had fuftained. His thips being re- 
fitted, he made another attempt upon Porto 
Cavallo, in April, which proved abortive like 
the former. I'welve hundred marines being 
landed in the neighbourhood of the place, were 
feized with fuch a fudden tremor, that they fired 
upon each other, and fled to their thips with 
the utmoft precipitation. The commodore, find- 
ing it in vain to renew the attack, failed back 
to his ftation at the Leeward Iflands, where he 
continued inaétive, during the remaining part 
of the feafon. ; 

The. parliament nay on the firft of De- 
cember, his majefty, in his {peech to both houfes, 
‘informed them, that the dominions of the queen 
of Hungary had been evacuated by her enemies; 
and that the powerful armies, which had march- 
ed to her affiftance, had quitted the empire: 
that, in this conjuncture, it was with great plea- 
fure he could acquaint them, that he had been 
joined by a body of troops of “his good friends 
and allies, the States General: that, in further 
profecution of thefe meafures, the definitive 
treaty between him, the queen of Hungary, and 
the king of Sardinia, had been happily con- 
cluded: that the advantages, which muft refult 
from this alliance to the common caufe, were 
{ufficiently apparent; and it would be particu- 
larly conducive to the interefts of his kingdoms, 
by difappointng the ambitious views of the 
crown of Spain: that, as he made no doubt 
but they would proceed upon thefe foundations, 
with firmnefs and conftancy, they might reafon- 
ably hope to fee the see tranquillity {peedily 
re-eftablifhed, and a fafe and honourable peace 
obtained : to accomplifh which, he recommend- 
ed vigorous and refolute meafures. 

In the upper houfe, lord Sandwich moved for 
an addrefs, befeeching his majefty to difcon- 
tinue the Hanoverian troops in Britifh pay, asa 
means of removing the popular difcontent, and 
filencing the murmurs of the Englith troops 
abroad. In re i of this motion it was al- 
ledged, that thefe Hanoverians, though in the 
pay, could hardly be faid to be in the fervice of 
the Britith nation: that fome of them refufed 
to ferve in the firft line, at the battle of Det- 

ingen, and retired to the fecond: that others 
fed obedience to the orders of the Britith 
general, to march in purfuit of the enemy after 
* A.D. 17%. 
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the battle; and the greateft number of them, 
awho, together with fome of the Britith guards, 
compofed what was called the rear-guard, under 
the command of an Hanoverian heutenant-ge- 
neral, took a different route from the reft of the 
army in their march from A(chaffenburg. 

Thefe and other charges were attempted to 
be refuted by lord Carteret, who was on the 
field of battle, and who, among other things, 
declared, that from all he had feen, and all he 
could hear from gentlemen, who were prefent 
in the a€tion, the Hanoverians difplayed as 
much true courage, and as much obedience to 
the commands of their fuperior officers, as any 
troops had ever done. Other arguments were 
adduced by his lordthip, which, upon the whole, 
were deemed fo perfeétly fatisfa€tory, that the 
motion was rejefted by aconfiderable majority ; 
but when the term for keeping them in the 
Britith pay was on the point of expiring, and 
the eftimates for their being continued the en- 
fying year, were laid before the houfe, the earl 
of Sandwich renewed his motion. The lord 
chancellor, as fpeaker of the houfe, interpofing, 
declared, that, by their rules, a queftion, once 
reje€ted, could not be revived during the con- 
tinuance of the fame feffion. A debate enfued, 
and the fecond motion was over ruled. The 
Hanoverian troops were voted in the houfe of 
commons, though the motion was ftrongly op- 
pofed by the minority, on which occafion the 
duke of Marlborough, who feconded it, refigned 
his commiffion in difguft, And the eppofition 
in the lower houfe kept pace with that in the 


upper. 

PW hile the Britifh miniftry* were ftrenu- 
oufly exerting themfelves in concerting the 
means of re-eftablifhing the general tranquillity 
of Europe; France, ftung with refentment 
at the difgrace of her arms, the wafte of her 
blood, and the profufion of treafure which 
the had fo ineffeQually confumed, proje&ted an 
expedition that was to have compenfated for 
all her loffes and misfortunes, and to have effaced 
the difhonour that had been fixed uper her cha- 
raQier. 

- This was no other than an invafion of Great 
Britain. All the French miniftry, except car- 
dinal de Tencin, who had fucceeded Fleury as 
firft favourite, were extremely averfe to fuch a 

ure. 
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meafure, They reprefented the great impro- 
bability of France’s ever being able to thake 
the throne of a family, which owed its eleva- 
tion to the voluntary call of a whole people; 
who, however they might be divided by fome 
trifling differences, would, upon the leaft prof- 
pect of real danger, unité as one man in their 
defence. 

At length Tencin carried his point, by urging 
the moft rational argument that could be ad- 
vanced on fuch an occafion. He afferted, that, 
even on the fuppofition of the defign’s mifcar- 
rying, it would materially injure the public cre- 
dit of the Englifh, who were, at that time, en- 
gaged in fuch expenfive undertakings on the 
continent of Europe. Encouraged by this ar- 
gument, by thefe favourable appearances, the 
{mall number of troops in England, and the af- 
furances uf a powerful fupport from the Jaco- 
bites, and even a general revolt in favour of the 
pretender, Lewis XV. entered heartily into the 
views of cardinal de Tencin, who had projected 
the enterprife, and the moft flattering hopes were 
entertained of fuccefs. Tencin was ftrongly at- 
tached to the Stuart family, by whofe intereft 
he had been elevated to the purple; and having 
taken the lead in the French adminiftration, on 
the death of cardinal Fleury, he was ambitious 
of manifefting his gratitude to his friends, and 
of ferving his mafter, by giving a new fovereign 
to Great Britain. Nor did fuch a revolution ap- 
pear improbable with the force which had been 
prepared, to thofe who knew the fituation of 
this kingdom, if France had poffeffed the fove- 
reignty of the fea. An army of fifteen thoufand 
men was afiembled in Picardy, under count 
Saxe, who was appointed to command the ex- 
pedition; and a number of tranfports were 
colle€&ted at Calais, Dunkirk, and Boulogne. 
Charles Edward, eldeft fon of the chevalier de 
St. George, or pretender, to whom that prince 
had delegated fis pretenfions, left Rome, and 
arrived in the French camp, in the character of 
a Spanifh courier. A defcent was intended to 
be made on the coaft of Kent; and M. de 
Roquefeuille, with a fleet of twenty thips of the 
line from Breft and Rochfort, failed exultingly 


® This propofition was nat univerfally acceptable ; it 
was therefore refifted by various fpeakers. The duke of 
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up the Channel, in order to prote& the tranfports 
and cover the landing ae the troops. Seven 
thoufand men were embarked, and the firft di- 
vifion of the tranfports put to fea; but a fudden 
ftorm arifing, they were all driven back upon 
the French coaft. Many of them were fhat- 
tered; fome of the largeft, with all the men, 
were loft; and a hee Englifh fleet, com- 
manded by fir John Norris, obliged M. de Ro- 
soeeule to make. the beft of his way to Breft. 
n confequence of which, the young pretender, 
(who was then in the twenty-third year of his 
age) after having a fight of the promifed land, 
found himfelf under the neceflity of waiting for 
a more favourable opportunity, to attempt the 
recovery of the kingdom of his anceftors. 

The alarm occafioned by this formidable en-~ 
terprize, though it proved abortive, united the 
Whigs in the firm fupport of government. 
They were made fenfible, that their oppofition 
to certain unpopular meafures, and their poli- 
tical jealoufies of each other, had been repre- 
fented by the enemies of Great Britain, as a 
proof of their averfion to the reigning family ; 
and that the chevalier de St. Géorge had found- 
ed his hopes of fuccefs in the projefted inva- 
fon, chiefly on the divifion among the friends of 
the Proteftant fucceffion. 

France having, by attempting an invafion, 
forfeited all claim to the pretence of neutrality 
which fhe had hitherto profeffed, was obliged to 
proceed to open hoftilities ; and, accordingly, a 
declaration of war was iffued at Paris, on the 
twentieth of March: and on the thirty-firft of 
the fame month, a denunciation of war againft 
France, was publifhed at London, amidit the 
acclamations of the people. 

The commons of England, to demonftrate 
their loyalty, brought in a bill, infli€ting the pe- 
nalties of high treafon upon thofe, who fhould 
maintain a correfpondence with the fons of the 
pretender. In the upper houfe, lord Hard- 
wicke, the chancellor, moved, that a claufe 
fhould be inferted, extending the pains of trea- 
fon to the pofterity of the offenders, during the 
lives of the pretender’s fons*, This claufe wasn 
productive of a long and intemperate debate ; 


but, 


Bedford reprobated the injuftice and cruelty of punithing 
the innocent offspring of a i This price: te 
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but, at laft, was approved by a confiderable ma- | {quadron ; the captains Cornwall, Forbes, Of: 


jority in both houfes, and the bill received the 
royal affent *. 
The mifcarriage of the projected invafion was 
a fortunate event for England. The plan had 
been concerted with great fecrecy and art, and 
was intimately connected with another, which, 
had it proved fuccefsful, muft have given the 
French abfolute dominion of the fea. 
The queen of Spain, impatient of the diff- 
culties which furrounded her fon Don Philip, 
and enraged at the detention of the French and 
Spanith fquadrons in the harbour of Toulon, 
had, by engaging to fuftain all lofs that might be 
fuffered in fuch an attempt, prevailed on the 
court of Verfailles to agree, that the combined 
fleet fhould fail out of the harbour, and attack 
that of England ; after which, fhould they gain 
the vidlory, they were to affift in favouring the 
defcent. Accordingly, on the twenty-eighth of 
February, they were perceived ftanding out of 
the road, to the number of twenty-eight fhips 
of the line; fix thips of fifty guns, and four 
frigates: the Englifh admiral immediately weigh- 
ed from Hieres Bay; and on the eleventh, part 
of the fleets were engaged. Mathews attacked 
the Spanifh admiral, Don Navarro, whofe fhip, 
the Real, was a firft rate, mounting one hundred 
and fourteen guns. Rear-admiral Rowley fingled 
out M. de Court, who commanded the French 


faid, was firft introduced for the fupport of unconfti'u- 
tional power, and was incompatuble with the true fpint 
of a legal and jut government, which difdained to rule 
by terror. Severity, he added, was not the moft effec- 
tual method of preventing the attempts ot fedition or 
treafon. Tke threats of rigour would unflaime rather than 
deter bold and enterpriz.ng malcontents; aud, by givin 
an arbitrar. afpect to the views of the court, might ulti 
mately promote the fuccefs of the enemies of the prefent 
eftablifiment. 

* About this time died John duke of Argyle, a noble- 
man equally diftinguithed by his military and political 
talents: a fketch of his charaéter is thus given us by 
Pope : é 

“ Argyle, the ftate’s whole thunder born to wield, 

‘« And fhake alike the fenate and the field.” 


+ The Poder, belonging to the Spanith fquadron, 
ftruck to captain Hawke, who fent a lieutenant to take 
‘poffeficn of ‘ivr; the was afterwards retaken by the 

rench {quacron; but was found fo difabled, that they 
left her deferted, and the was burned the following day, 
hy the orcer of admiral Mathews. Night coming on 
terminated the action; and the admiral found his own 


bore, and Hawke, followed the example of 
their commanders: but vice-admiral Leftock, 
with his whole divifion, remained upwards of 
five miles a-ftern; and feveral captains, who 
were immediately under the eye of Mathews, 
behaved in the moft daftardly and pufillanimous 
manner, 

The whole tranfaCtion was conduted without 
order or method. The French and Spaniards 
wifhed to have avoided an engagement, as the 
Britith f{quadron was f{uperior to them, both in 
ftrength and number of fhips. Vi€ory, how- 
ever, at laft, declared in favour of Mathews. 
‘The combined fleet, after an aftion of fix hours. 
found it neceflary to retreat, with the lofs of 
one fhip of the line, named the Podert. The 
Royal Philip, another difabled fhip, might alfo, 
it is faid, have been taken, had the Englith ad- 
miral continued the chafe; but his orders to 
guard the coaft of Italy being pofitive, he was 
not at liberty to negle€t that important objett, 
for the precarious chance of making a fingle 
prize; all the other thips of the enemy failing 


_ too faft to leave him any hope of coming up 


with them f. 

The lofs of fo favourable an opportunity of 
diminifhing the naval power of the houfe of 
Bourbon, occafioned univerfal complaints in 
England, and the failure of the Britith fleet to 


flip fo much fhattered, that he was obliged to move 
hiv flag on board the Ruillell, commanded by captain 
upg, 

The lofs on this oecafion was very inconfiderable, ex- 
cept in the death of Mr. Cornwall, captain of the Marl. 
borough, who affifled the admiral in attacking the Real, 
and fuftained, for fome time, the whole fire ot that float- 
ing battery; and who, after giving repeated proots of the 
moft heroic courage, had both his oe off by 6 
chain-fhot, which puta period to his life. A noble mo. 
nument was erected to his memory in Weftminfter Abbey, 
by a vote of the Britith parliament, and at the public ex. 
pence; an honour, to which, by his gallant behaviour in 
this, and in feveral other ations, he was moft defervedly 


ent ° 
t Admiral Mathews, on his arrival at Minorca, accufed 
Leftock, of having mifbehaved on the day of adion, fuf- 
ded him from-his office, and fent him prifoner to Eng» 
nd, where Leffock, in his turn, secided the eccalen 
Thefe two gentlemen had long entertained « mofl ithe 
placable averfion to each other; and to this mutual ani- 
mofity may be attributed the efcape of the enemy’s feet, 
and the difgrace which was now fixed upon the Englith 


atms, 
effeét 
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effet the defteuftion of that of the enemy, be- 
came the fubje&t of a parliamentary enquiry. 
From a committee of the houfe of commons, 
the matter was referred to a court-martial. Se- 
veral captains were convicted of mifbehaviour, 
and fentenced to different degrees of punifh- 
ment; but, to the aftonifhment of the pub- 
lic, admiral Leftock was honourably acquitted, 
and Mathews declared incapable of ferv- 
ing for the future in his majefty’s navy !— 
Though it was evident to every unprejudiced 
mind, that Leftock*, by keeping. aloof when 
he might have engaged, was not only the caufe 
of the mifcarriage complained of, but of ex- 
pofing the Britith fleet to the moft imminent 
danger, merely to gratify his own vindictive 
fpirit; while Mathews, rufhing into the hotteft 
of the enemy’s fire, fought like a hero, and dif- 
covered‘a noble zeal for the fervice of his king 


“ Leftock defended himfelf with fome addrefs againft 
the charges adduced by his commander; and founded 
his exculpation on that irregularity of fignal, and negle& 
of rule, which the admiral exhibited. He was unani- 
moufly acquitted by the court, amidft the murmurs of the 
indignant public. Mathews was deemed by his judges, 
guilty of various points of mifconduét, and was incapa- 
citated from ferving in the navy. The king was dif- 
pleafed at thefe decifions, which he thought were not 
perfedtly confonant with fubftantial juftice, however they 
might be fupported by the forms and the minutia of naval 
eivice. 

+ While the condué of Mathews and Leftock divided 
the nation into parties, the return of commodore Anfon, 
from a circumnavigation of the globe, attracted general 
attention, Having been fent out by the government for 
the annoyance of the Spaniards in the Pacific Ocean, 
a fummary of his expedition may be thought neceffary. 
The {quadron which Anfon commanded, confifted of one 
fhip of GO guns, two of 50, two frigates, anda floop; 
and he was accompanied by lieutenant colonel Crache- 
rode, with about 470 invalids and marines. 

Having reached the coaft of Brazil without any re- 
markable occurrence, he proceeded to the fouthward, and 
entered the ftrait of Le Maire, which he bad no fooner 
paffed, than he was affailed with a dreadful frequency of 
ftorms, His protracted departure from England, induced 
him to double Cape Horn at an improper feafon; and 
hence arofe the feparation and damage of his fhips, the 
lofs of the Shira part of his men, and the ruin of his 
{cheme for the feizure of Valdivia and other towns of 
Chili, and af fome important ftations in Peru. From 
the extraordinary mortality produced by the fcurvy, he 
found it difficult to profecute his navigation; but he at 
length arrived at the ifle of Juan Fernandez, where his 
furviving men recovered their health. After a long 
continuance at this ifland, he met with a Spanifh mer- 
cantile fhip; by the capture of which he gained intel- 


245 


and country. Such are too frequently the deci- 
fions of courts-martial in faCtious timest. 
Mutual declarations of war having now been 
iffued by the kings of France and England, they 
were become if fome meafure principals in 
the continental quarrel, the court of Verfailles 
having iffued a declaration of war alfo againtt 
her Hungarian majefty. Lewis XV. accufed 
George If of having violated the neutrality of 
Hanover, of diffuading the queen of Hungary 
from aeceding to the emperor’s terms, and of 
blocking up the ports and interrupting the com- 
merce of France. His Britannic majefty recri- 
minated, by accufing the French king of violat- 
ing the Pragmatic San&tion ; of attempting to 
deftroy the balance of power in Europe, by 
difmembering the Aufttian fucceffion ; of affitt- 
ing the Spaniards, the avowed enemies of Eng- 
land, in contempt of the faith of treaties ; of 


ligence of a {quadron which had been fent out to baffle his 
attempts, and which, bya feries of misfortunes, was unable 
to oppofe them. 

ae other veffels in his way, he proceeded along 
the coaft to the fmall town of Paita, in Peru. Lieu- 
tenant Brett, being detached with an armed party, ob- 
tained poffeffion of this place by a noéturnal furprize ; 
feized a confiderable treafure, and then burned the town, 
the governor refufing to ranfom it. Finding it impoffible 
to fettle a correfpondence with vice-admiral Vernon, as 
the attempt at Cachagens had failed, Anfon failed to- 
wards the coaft of Mexico, hoping to meet the galleons 
which annually pafs between Acapulca and Manilla. 
After crofling the Pacific in his way to Afia, in the courfe 
of which he was reduced to the neceffity of abandoning 
one of his thips; and as two had long before put back, in 
confequence of forcible feparation, befides the wreck of 
one, and the demolition of another, he had only his 
largeft veffel (the Centurion) remaining, which was in- 
firm and ill-manned. The {curvy having renewed its 
horrible vifitation, he apprehended a further lofs of his 
men; but he was relieved from thefe apprehenfions, by 
his arrival at the falubrious ifle of Tinian. i a 
his thip in the port of Macao, he fteered towards the Phi- 
lippine iflands; and having cruifed for a month near 
the ftrait of Manilla, he difeerned the approach of a 
a bound from Acapulca, He engaged her with 
pirit, captured her, and had the fatisfaétion of finding that 
her treafure, and the articles of trafick which fhe carried, 
exceeded the value of three hundred thoufand pounds. 
With this prize he returned to China; and, having dif- 
pofed of the veffel, brought back the Centurion to Eng- 
land, after an abfence of almoft four years. Though the 
grand obje& of this expedition was not accomplifhed, 
the damage to which it fubjeéted the enemy, was efti- 
mated at a million fterling, exclufive of the ruin of the 
fyuadron, which had been equipped for the counteraction 
of his hoftilities, 


harbouring 
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harbouring the Pretender, contrary to the moft 
folemn engagements, furnifhing him with a feet 
and army to invade Great Britain ; and of com- 
mitting aCtual hoftilities on the Britifh fleet in 
the Mediterranean. Both parties had formed 
the _moft fanguine hopes of fuccefS: the king 
of Great Britain on the valour of his troops, the 
hearty co-operation of the Dutch, and the vigo- 
rous exertions of the court of Vienna; the houfe 
of Bourbon depended on the new alliances they 
wére forming in Germany, and the immentfe pre- 

arations they had made for profecuting the war, 
both in Italy and the Low Countries. 

The campaign in Italy was attended with va- 
rious viciflitudes of fortune. It was early be- 
gun on the fide of Piedmont. Don Philip be- 
jng joined by twenty thoufand French troops 
under the prince of Conti (a young hero who 
feemed to emulate all the military virtues of his 
anceftor the great Condé) paffed the river Var, 
which defcends from the Alps, and falls into the 
fea of Genoa, a little below the city of Nice. 
Don Philip had alfo received a ftrong reinforce. 
ment from Spain, and was at the head of above 
fixty thoufand mfen, who were commanded un- 
der him, by ths marquis de las Minas. The 
whole country of Nice fubmitted. But before 
the confederates could advance farther, they 
were obliged to force the Piedmontefe entrench- 
ments at Villa Franca, and afterwards to reduce 
the caftle of Montauban, fituated among rocks, 
which form a chain of almoft inacceflible ram- 
parts. The precipices, the defiles, and the paffes 
which they had to overcome cannot poflibly be 
defcribed: thefe were fortifications of a very 
fingular {pecies ; for here art and nature feemed 
to vie in making each other impregnable. pie 
rock was formed into a fortrefs*, All t 
difficulties, however, were furmounted by the 
valour of the French and Spaniards, eon not 
without confiderable lofs. They intended to 
penetrate into the duchy of Milan, through the 
Genoefe territories; a meafure which would 
have been attended with the moft fatal confe- 
quences to the queen of Hungary and the king 


® They proceeded from rock to rock, and fought a 
battle. on the top of each. The Piedmontefe made a 
noble and gallant refiftance; but abfolute defpair gave 
wiGory to the confederates; fur when once t attack 
was begua amidit thofe Jahyrinths of death, it was much 
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of Sardinia, But fearing té incur the cha eof 
a breach of neutrality, the Genoefe, though fe. 
cretly in the intereft of the houfe of Bourbon, 
prevailed with Don Philip and the prince ‘of 
Conti to choofe another route. They accord- 
ing! defiled off towards Piedmont, by the wav 
of Briancon, and attacked the ftrong poft of 
Chateau Dauphiné, where the king of Sardinia 
commanded in perfon. It was carried after a 
defperate attack, and the lofs of four thoufand 
men, in which the officers and foldiers of the 
two confederate, yet rival nations, performed 
wonders. “ We may behave as well as the 
“ French,” faid the count de Campo Santo to 
the marquis de las Minas, who commanded 
under Don Philip, “but we cannot behave 
* better.”"— This has been,” fays the prince of 
of Conti, in a letter to Lewis XV. * one of the 
“* moft brilliant ations that ever happened; 
“ the troops have fhewn a courage more than 
“ human. The valour and prefence of mind 
“ of M. de Chevert chiefly decided the ad- 
“ vantage. I recommend to you M. de So- 
** Jemi and the chevalier de Modena. La Carte 
* is killed. Your majefty, who knows the value 
“ of friendthip, will feel] how much I am af- 
“ feted by his lofs!” Hiftory records with 
particular pleafure fuch expreffions of generofity 
and iympathy as do honour to the human cha- 
raéter. The appeal of the prince of Conti to 
the Lofom of Louis XV. is equally elegant and 
emphatic. 

Not having fucceeded in the important pafs 
of Chateau Dauphine, or that called the Barri- 
cades, which was carried at the fame time, the 
king of Sardinia thought it imprudent to hazard 
a battle, and drew off his troops from the fron- 
tiers, in order to recover his capital. He took 

ft at Saluzzo, about feventeen miles fouth of 
Turin; while the confederates, having made 
themfelves mafters of the caftle of Demont, 
fituated on a rock in the valley of Stura, and 
deemed impregnable, invefted the ftrong town 
of Coni, the poffeffion of which was neceflary, 
to open them a paffage into the duchy of Milan. 


fafer to puth forward than to retire. 

¢ They had the rcfolution to clamber up rocks of an 
incredible height, mounted with cannon, and to pals 
through the embrafures, when the guns recoiled. 
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Baron Leutrom, the governor, made an obflinate | 
refiftance ; and the fituation of the place was fuch | 
as to render it almoft impregnable. The king of . 


Sardinia being reinforced by a body of ten thou- 
{and Auftrians, refolved to attempt the relief of 
the place, advanced for that purpofe, and at- 
tacked the French and Spaniards in their en- 
trenchments. But, after an obftinate engage- 
ment, in which valour and condu& were equally 
confpicuous on both fides, his majefty found it 
neceflary to retire, with the lofs of five thoufand 


men, to his camp at Muraffo. The lofs of the. 


confederates was alfo confiderable. And his 
Sardinian majefty having found means to furnifh 
the garrifon of Coni with a fupply of men and pro- 
vifions, Don Philip and the prince of Conti were 
obliged to raife the fiege, after it had been con- 
tinued till the end of November, almoft to the 
deftru€tion of their army. But thé Spaniards 
ftill continued in poffeflion of Savoy which they 
fleeced without mercy. 

‘The confederates were no fooner informed of 
this circumftance, than they abandoned the en- 
terprize; -and leaving their fick and wounded to 
the mercy of the Piedmontefe, returned to’ De- 
mont. Having deftroved the fortifications of 
this place, they retreated with great precipita- 
tion to Dauphiny, and were haraffed by the 
Vandois and light troops in the fervice of his 
Sardinian majefty, who once more recovered 
poffeilion of Piedmont. 

The campaign, in the fouth of Italy, was 
‘equally indecifive. His Sicilian majefty having, 
in violdtion of his forced neutrality, joined the 
Spanifh army, under the count de Gages, with 
twenty-five thoufand of his own troops, and 
publifbed a manifefto in vindication of his con- 
duft, prince Lobkowitz, the Auftrian general, 
had orders to invade the kingdom of Naples. 
He accordingly left Monte Rotondo, in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, where he was en- 
camped, and adyanced towards Vilitri, near 
which the confederates were pofted. While the 
two armies lay in fight of each other, prince 
Lobkowitz fent a ftrong detachment into the 
province of Abruzzo, under count Brown, where 
they diftributed a manifefto, in the name of her 
‘Hungarian majefty, exhorting the inhabitants to 
throw off the Spanifh yoke, and return to their 
ws, ae to the houfe of Auftria, That mea- 
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fure, however, was attended with very little 
fuccefs, the Neapolitans fhewing no inclina- 
tion to rebel. Lebkowitz, therefore, colleéted 
his forces, and refolved to make an attack 
upon the head-quarters of the confederates 
at Velitri. This enterprize’ he committed to 
count Brown, an,able and ative general, whom 
we fhall again have occafion to mention ; 
and in order to render the éefign fucce(sful, 
he amufed the enemy with deceptive mo- 
tions, 

In the mean time count Brown, at the head 
of fix thoufand choice troops, furprized Velitri 
in the night; and the duke of Modena and the 
king of the Two Sicilies were in the utmoft 
danger of being made prifoners, They efcaped 
by the poftern with great difficulty, and repaired 
to the quarters of the count de Gages, who 
performed, on this occafion, the charaéter of a 
greatcaptain. He rallied the fugitives, difpelled 
the confufion which had begun to prevail among 
his troops, and made a mafterly difpofition for 
cutting off the retreat of the Auftrians. Count 
Brown, finding himfelf in danger of being fur- 
rounded, and feeing no profpett of affiftance, 
thought proper to attempt a retreat, which he 
effected with great gallantry, taking with him a 
prodigious booty, © 

Three thoufand of the Spaniards and Neapo- 
litans are faid to have fallen in (his nocturnal en- 
counter, and eight hundreq were taken, toge- 
ther with many flandards and military trophies. 
The Auftrians loft about fix hundred men; and 
general Navati, the fecond in command, feil 
into the hands of the enemy: but the faihire of 
the enterprize, and the heats of autumn, proved 
fatal to their hopes. Princé Lobkowitz feeing 
his army daily mouldering away, without a 
ee of being recruited, decamped from 

iola; and palling under the walls of Rome, 
crofled the Tyber, at the bridge called Ponte 
Mole, anciently known by the name of Pons 
Milvius, which he had juft time to break down 
behind him when the enemy’s van-guard ap- 
peated: he croffed the mountains of Gubio, and . 
arrived, by the way of Viterbo, in the Bolog- 
nefe territory, where he went into winter 
quarters, 

The queen of Hungary and her alles were 
not more fuccefsful in Germany and the Low ° 

$Q Countries; 
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Countries: but they had fo reafon to complain nervous, and was afterwards printed in the Lon- 
of fortune, confidering the unexpeéted confe- don Gazette. 
deracy that was formed againft them, andthein- In this manifefto, the king of Pruffia declared, 
feriority of their generals. The negociations at that he could no longer remain an idle and un- 
Frankfort being brought to an fue, a treaty concerned fpe€tator of the troubles of Germany, 
was concluded between the emperor and the but found himfelf under the difagreeable necef- 
king of Pruffia, the king of Sweden, as land-  fity of employing force to reftore the power of 
ve of Heffe Caffel, and the eleCtor Palatine. the laws, and the authority of the emperor; that 
Fhe declared object of this treaty was to reftore he defired nothing for himfelf, nor had he any 
the Imperial dignity, according to the treaty of poteaat quarrel with the queen of Hungary, 
Weftphalia, and the tranquillity of Germany; having only entered into the war as an auxiliary, 
the contraCting powers engaging, either by per- | to affert the liberties of the Germanic body; 
fuafion or force, that the queen of Hungary | that the emperor had offered to relinquith his 
fhould acknowledge the title of the emperor ; claims on the Auftrian fucceffion, on condition 
Charles VII. give up the archives of the empire, ; that his hcreditary dominions were reftored to 
then in her poffeflion, and evacuate Bavaria. | him; and that the queen of Hungary had re- 
The emperor's claims on the Auftrian fucceffion | jeéted this and all other equitable propofals. 
were to be fettled by a friendly compromife, or _ Before the arrival of prince Charles, his Pruf- 
juridical decifion. So far the confederacy ap- _ fian majefly proceeded with amazing rapidity 
peared laudable. But, by a feparate article, in the reduction of Bohemia, and had now made 
which was foon after publifhed by the court of himfelf mafter of Tabor, Budweis, Frauenberg, 
Vienna, the king of Pruffia engaged to put the and almoft the whole kingdom, to the eaft of 
emperor in pofleffion of Bohemia, and to gua- the Moldaw. But thefe conquefts he could not 
rantee to him Upper Auftria, when conquered, , long preferve. By this time Auguftus III. king 
on condition that he thould yield to his Pruffian , of Poland and eleétor of Saxony, had declared 
majefty the town and-circle of Koningfgratz, in in favour of her Hungarian majefty, and ani- 
its whole extent, and that the courfe of the ' mated by a Britifl, fubfidy, ordered fixteen thou- 
Elbe thould be the barrier of the two ftates. fand men to,join the prince of Lorraine. He 
The king of Pruffia, however, by previous agree- : was alfo joined by a large body of Hungarians, 
ment, and a feparate treaty with the court of zealous in the caufe of their fovereign, Maria 
Verfailles, was not requited to have recourfe ' Lhetefa, who had acquired by her popular man- 
to arms, till he fhould fee France aft with | ner*, as well as her indulgences both civil and 
vigour. | religious, an extraordinary intereft in their af 
Though this article was equivocally denied by | fe€tions: in confequence of which, the king of 
the Imperial court, yet all Europe was fully | Pruffia, unable to withftand fo great a force, 
convinced that it was real and genume; and | was obliged to evacuate Bohemia, and retire 
the fubfequent conduét of his Pruffian majetty ‘ haftily into Silefa. He was purfued thither by 
thewed their opinion to be well founded. ‘The prince Charles; and the rigour of the feafon 
great object of tbat prince feems to have becn to only is ge oes to have prevented the recovery 
reconcile nis behaviour with the goodenderftand- , of that valuable province. The Pruffians, in 
ing which he withed to maintain with his Bri- , their retreat, loft upwards of thirty thoufand 
tannic majefiy. With this view he publithed a j men, with all their heavy agers artillery, and 
manifefic, which was eatremely concife and  waggons, loaded with provifions and plunder. 





* To old count Palfy, ehief Palatine of Hungary, who “ Father Paify! 
had uow cacfed the red fiandard of the kingdom to be I fend you this horfe, biped of being mounted only 
difplayed, asa fignal for every man who could bear arms “* by the moft zealous of my faithful fubjects, Receive 
te repair to his duty, the wro ¢ the following letter, ac- “ at the fame time, this {word, to defend me againft mine 
companied with s prefent of her own horfe, richly capa. ‘¢ enemies; and accept of this ring, as a mack of my af- 
qioeed, 8 guid hilted {word ornamented with dismond:,  fe@ion for you, 
“ Manta Turxgsa,” 
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While Frederick III. was experiencing this 
fudden reverfe bf fortune, the dejected fugitive, 
Charles VII. got once more poffeffion of his 
capital, Seckendorf, the Imperial-general, hav- 
ing been joined by a body of French troops, had 
driven the Auftrians out of Bavaria. But the 
retreat of the Pruffians, and the rapid progrefs 
of the prince of Lorraine, filled the emperor 
with new apprehenfions*: and he was in dan- 
ger of being chafed from his dominions, when 
death came to his relief, and freed him from a 
complication of bodily ills, aggravated by the 
angui(th of a wounded fpirit. His fon, Maxi- 
milian Jofeph, ele€tor of Bavaria, being only 
feventeen years of age, could not become a 
candidate for the Imperial throne. He, therefore, 
very wifely concluded, through the mediation 
of his Britannic majefty, a treaty of peace with 
-the queen of Hungary, who had again invaded 
Bavaria, and was ready to ftrip him of his whole 
ele€torate. By this treaty, Maria Therefa agreed 
to recognize the Imperial dignity, as having been 
vefted in the perfon of Charles VII. and to put 
his fon in poffeflion of all his hereditary domi- 
nions. On the other hand, the young ele¢tor 
renounced all claim to any part of the Auftrian 
fucceilion; confented to guarantee the Prag- 
matic Sanétion, engaged to give his yote for 
the Grand Duke at the enfuing election of an 
emperor, and to difmifs the auxiliary troops in 
his fervice. 


* A D. 1745. 

+ About this time, dicd Robert earl of Orford, for- 
merly fir Robert Walpole, and prime minificr. Thougl: 
he had had the management of the public treafure for a 
longer time than, perhaps, any other man; bis circum- 
flances were far from bemg alflucnt. He was liberal in 
his difpofition; and fo agreeable and engaging were his 
manners, that, notwithtlanding the refignation of his 
places, he never loft a triend. Thefe adhered to him 
with fo much fidelity, that, had he been fond of returning 
into power, he might estily, in the late divided tate of 

rties have recovered his former influence. 

¢ On the ninth of December, the marefchal duke de 
Belleifle, and his brother, happened, in their paffage to 
the Imperial court, to halt at the viilage of Elbingrade, 
dependent on the cleCtorate ot Hanover, Ther they 
were arrefted by the bailiff of that place, and conducted 
as prifuners to Oreftode; from whence they were re- 
moved to Stade on the klbe, and afterward. hb, ought over 
to England ‘They refided at Wiudfor, till the eae 

ear, when they were allowed the benefit of the cartel, 
which had .been feted between Great Britain and 
France at Frankfort; and releafed accordingly, after hav- 
wg heen treated by the Englith nobility with that refped 
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Thistreaty, it was confidently expeéted, would 
prove a prelude to a general secitcation. as the 
caufe of the war in Germany no longer exifted ; 
and the treaty of Frankfort, the avowed pur- 
pofe of which was the fupport of the Imperial 
dignity, had now no objed f. 

Sir John Balchen, an admiral of great valour 
and experience, was lefs fortunate than com- 
modore Anfon; he failed from Plymouth with 
a ftrong fquadron of Britifh and Dutch hips, 
to attack the French fleet at Breft, under the 
command of M.de Rochambaukt. In the Bay 
of Bifcay, he was overtaken by a violent ftorm 
which difperfed his thips, and drove them up 
the Englifh channel. Admiral Stewart, with 
the greater part of them, returned to Spithead; 
but fir John Balchen’s own thip, the Victory, 
mounting one hundred and ten guns, and ef- 
teemed the fineft firft rate in Europe, foundered 
at fea; and this brave commander perifhed on 
the rocks near Alderney, with all his officers, 
volunteers. and crew, amounting to eleven hun- 
dred fele€ted feamen t. 

The people of England however, were not 
unwilling to try the event of another campaign. 
His majefty’s engagements with the queen of 
Hungarv were as ftrong, if not ftronger, tha 
ever. The nation had been confiderable gainers 
by the war at fea, and but very inconfiderable 
lofers by land. 


A 
What had the principal weight in fixing their 


and hofpitality, which was due to their dignity and merit. 

A fimilar incident happened about the fame time to the 
ear] of Holdernefs, who had been lately fent ambaflador 
to the republic of Venice, in order to perfuade them to 

erfif in the neutralitv, which they had prudently em- 
braced: and to wl.ich they sontialed: faithfully to adhere. 
When he was within two poits of Nuremburg, he was 
ftopped by a party of Imperialifts, who defired him to. 
accompany them to their commanding officer, the count 
de St. Germain. His lordthip refufed to comply with 
their requell; thinking it fufficient to fend a letter to the 
count, complaining of the infult that had been offered to 
his character, by a power with whom his mafter was not 
at war. 

The French general replied, that he was at full li- 
berty to proceed on his journey, if he would give a letter 
of reverfal, promifing to return and fubmit to his arreft, 
in cafe the Imperial court fhould adjudge him to be a 
prifoner of war. The earl complied with this propofal ; 
and the aifair being communicated to the Imperial court, 
the emperor difapproving of the whole tranfaction, or- 
dered the letter of reverfal to be returned to his excel- 
lency, and commanded the officer, who had ftopped him 
to wait on his lordfhip, and aik his pardon, 


determination, 
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determination, was, that fhotld a peace be con- 
cluded at prefent, the reduétion of the French 
power, which had been the principal motive 
for England’s commencing hottilities, muft be 
Jeft unaccomplithed ; and that ambitious people 
would not fail to embrace the earlieft opportu- 
nitiy of renewing the war, with greater advan- 
tages than thefe of which they were at prefen 
poffefied. 
Influenced by thefe confiderations, the allies 
refolved to exert their utmeft efforts in oppofing 
the French in the .\uftrian Netherlands, of 
which the latter had determined to make an 
entire conqueit. The French army amounted 
to feventv-fix thoufand men, attended by a for- 
midable train of artillery: that of the allies did 
not exceed fifty-three thoufand. The duke of 
Cumberland, a brave but inexperienced young 
rince, as commander in chief, arrived at the 
ague, on the fewenth of April; and, after 
holding a conference with the States, he pro- 
ceeded to Bruffels, where he found prince Wal- 
dec, commander of the Dutch troops, and the 
marefchal count Konigfegg, an Auftnan general. 
The French king feemed determined to hazard 
his crown on the fate of the campaign, and he 
accordingly repaired to the camp in perfon. The 
Dauphin, though very lately married to the 
fecond infanta of Spain, could not be diffuaded 
from accompanying his father. The nobility, 
who attended them, feemed to have no other 
ambition than that of manifefling their profound 
refignation to the will of their fovereign ; and 
the marefchal duke de Noailles, notwithftending 
his dignity and feniority, was proud to com- 
mand under count Saxe, who was both a Pro- 
teftant and a foreigner. 
It was chicfly upon the opinion, which the 


world entertained of the abilities of this great | 


eneral, that the French founded their hopes of 
Prccets He continued, for fome time, to amufe 
the allies with feints, marches, and counter- 
marches; but, at Jaft, on the twenty-feventh of 
April, he fat down before ‘Vournay, on the river 
Schelde, which was defended by a garrifon of 
eight thoufand men, and fuppofed to be one of 
the Rrongeft places of the Dutch barrier. 

The duke of Cumberland was no fooner in- 
‘formed of this incident, than he refolved to 
march to the relief of the place. With this 
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view he advanced to Soignies, his right exténd- 
ing to Bougnies, and his left to Moubray, within 
mufket-fhot of the enemy. Marefchal Saxe, 
who had a natural fondnefs for, and a profound 
knowledge of, the military art, had perceived the 
intention of the confederates, and received in- 
formation, that the duke of Cumberland was 
determined to ufe his utmoft endeavours to re- 
trieve the glory of the Britifh arms, which had 
been tarnifhed by the inaétivity of the laft cam- 
paign. By fome delays, which are frequently 
unavoidable in the councils of confederate 
armies, Saxe had found time to make the moft 
mafterly difpofition, by intrenchments and bat- 
teries, in which he was aflifted by the nature of 
the ground. 

The two armies were feparated by a rivulet, 
which lay on the left of the allies and the right 
of the French ; the latter being poffeffed of An- 
toine, where a moft dreadful battery was erected, 
In their center another battery of the fame kind 
prefented itfelf; and before them lay.the villa 
of Fontenoy, intrenched, and moft formidably 
fortified. The intermediate fpace between the 
two armies, was a gently rifing ground, which 
the allies were to afcend, and which the French 
had interfeled with lines, that were filled with 
troops; while Barri Wood, which fay on their 
left, was fecured by fimilar fortifications. , 

The ftation of the French king was at the 
bridge of Callonne, which, in cafe of a defeat, 
he could eafily repafs, and which was defended 
with entrenchments, well mounted with cannon, 
and fupported with the flower of his nobility and 
army; and to this diftrefs he muft have been 
driven, had the Britifh troops been properly fup- 
ported, and the duke of Cumberland's orders 
pundtually obeyed. 

On the 30th of April, the allies were in mo- 
tion by two in the morning, and the cannonad- 
ing began at the dawn of day. By nine, both 
armies were engaged, and the action continaed 
till three in the afternoon. Never was there a 
more defperate or gallant attack than that of 
the Britis infantry, commanded by the duke 
of Cumberland in perfon, affifted by fir’ John 
Ligonier. Though the fire from the enemy’s 
batteries were fo heavy, that it fwept off whole 
ranks ata fingle difcharge, they continued to 
advance, as if they had been invulnerable, and 

5 drove 
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drove the French infantry beyond their lines. 

French cavalry in vain endeavoured to im- 
pede their progrefs. Forming themfelves into 
acolumn, they bore down every thing before 


into diforder; the village of Antoine was eva- 
cuated; and marefchal Saxe, concluding that 
all was loft, difpatched a meffage to the king, 
defiring him to provide for his fafety, by re- 
paffing the bridge of Colonne. But Lewis XV. 
who did not want perfonal courage, being fen- 
fible that fuch a ftep would give a decided vic- 
tory to the allies, refufed to quit his poft. His 
firmnefs ‘preferved his army from ruin and dif- 


acee 
eYAthamed of deferting their fovereign, the 
French infantry returned to the charge; the ca 
valry renewed their efforts; and other circum- 
ftances contributed to give a wonderful turn to 
the battle. The Dutch, under the prince of 
Waldeck, having failed in an attack upon the 
village of Fontenoy, which valour might have 
rendered fuccefsful, had difgracefully quitted the 
field. An Englifh and Hanoverian detachment, 
under brigadier Ingoldfby, had alfo mifcarried, 
through miftake, in a pra€ticable attempt to 
take poffeffion of a redoubt at the corner of the 
wood of Barri, and immediately oppofite Fon- 
tenoy ; in confequence of which, the Britith ca- 
valry, by the crofs-fire of the enemy’s cannen, 
were prevented from coming up to the fupport 
of the infantry. This vi€torious body, now af- 
failed on all fides, fatigued with inceffant firing, 
and terribly galled by fome field-pieces unex- 
e€tedly pointed in front, was obliged to retire, 
with the lofs of feven thoufand men, including 
a great number of officers, after having fuccefs- 
fully routed almoft every regiment in the French 
army*. Among the flain were lieutenant-gene- 
ral fir James Campbell, major-general Ponionby, 
colonels Carpenter and Douglas, and lieutenant- 
colonel Gee. The lofs of the Hanoverians, 
who behaved gallantly, was alfo very great, in 


* We are informed by Voltaire, that all the regiments 
refented themfelves, onc after another ; and the Eng- 
fh column, facing them on all fides, repulfed every re- 

giment that advanced. From the moment the French 
and Swifs. guards were routed, aftonifiment and con- 
fusion reigned throughout the French army. Marefchal 
Saxe ordered the cavalry to fall upon the Englih co- 
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poe to their numbers, but that of the 
tch and Auftrians inconfiderable. 


The French had about ten thoufand men 


| killed, and, among thefe, many perfons of dif- 
them, and baffled every effort to throw them | 


tinftion. The duke de Gramont, and three 
other lieutenant-generals were flain, as were 
four major-generals, and three brigadiers. Their 
joy, however, at their good fortune, was extra- 
vagantly great. Their exultation in the hour of 
triumph, feemed to bear 4 proportion to the 
danger of their expefted defeat. The princes 
of the blood embraced each other on the field 
of battle, diffolved in tears of mutual congra- 
tulation. They had abundant reafon to be 
fatisfied with their vitory, which was followed 
by the moft important confequences. For though 
theduke of Cumberland had led off his troops 
in good order, and without lofing either colours 
or ftandards, the allies were afterwards unable, 
during the campaign, to face the enemy; but 
entrenched between Antwerp and Bruffels, 
while marefchal Saxe and count Lowendahl re- 
duced Tournay, Oudenard, Aeth, Dendermond, 
Ghent, Oftend, Newport, and every other for- 
tified place in Auftrian Flanders. But though 
the king of France was fo highly favoured by 
fortune, he was not able to deprive the queen of 
Hungary of the great object of her withes, in 
the elevation of her hufband to the Imperial 
throne. The French army on the Maine, under 
the prince of Conti, who had fuperfeded Mail- 
lebois in the command, being unable to oppofe 
the Auftrians under Bathiani, the ele€tor aflem- 
bled at Frankfort, and elevated to the head of 
the empire the grand duke of Tufcany, under 
the name of Francis I. In the mean time, the 
king of Prufha gained two fanguinary viCtories 
over the Auftrians, under the prince of Lor- 
raine ; one at Fridburg, on the confines of Silefia, 
the other at Slannentz, in Bohemia. Not fatis- 
fied with thefe advantages, though he had al- 
ready entered into a pacific convention with 
his Britannic majefty at Hanover, he invaded 


lumn; bot their efforts had little effe& againit a body of 
infantry fo united, fo difciplined, and fo intrepid. If 
the Duich had paffed the redoubts between Fontenoy 
and Antoine; if they had given proper afliftance to the 
Englifh, no refource had been lett of the French; not 
even a retreat perhaps for the king and the dauphin. 
Sidcle Lows AM. 
$R 
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Saxony, and made hisafelf mafter of: Dref- 


den. 

The king of Poland was now convinced of 
the neceflity of fuing for peace, and the king 
of Pruflia was heartily weary of the war. A treaty 
was therefore concluded at Drefden, between 
Auguftus III, as eleGtor of Saxony, and Fre- 
denck LIT. of Proffia, by which Auguftus agreed 
to pay to his Pruifian majefty, for the evacuation 
of bis hereditary dominions, one million of Get- 
man crowns, at the approaching Leipfic fair. 
Another treaty, confirming that of Breflaw, 
was alfo concluded between the king of Pruffie 
and the queen of Hungary. This treaty fecared 
to Frederick III. the pofleffion cf Silefia, on his 
acknowledging the validity of the emperor's 
eleftion. The ele€tor Palatine, who was in- 
cluded in the latter treaty, alfo confented to 
make the fame acknowledgment. By thefe 
treaties, tranquillity was reftored to Ger- 


many. 

‘The Englith navy, during this time, performed 
feveral fervices of the utmoft importance to the 
common caufe, as well as to Great Britain in 

articular. In the Mediterranean, admiral 

wies had fucceeded Mathews in the com- 
mand. He had bombarded Savona, Genoa, 
Final, St. Remo, with Baftia, the capital of 
Corfica, and made prize of feveral Spanith fhips; 
but he coukd not hinder the arrival of the rich 
Havannah {quadron at Corunna. 

Commodore Barnet, in the Eaft Indies, took 
feveral French fhips, richly laden ; and commo- 
dore Townfend, in the neighbourhood of Mar- 
tinico, found means to intercept thirty fhips be- 
longing to the enemy, under convoy of four fhips 
of war, two of which were defiroyed. 

The Englith privateers were alfo remarkably 
fuccefsful. But the moft important achieve- 
ment was the redu@ion of Louifbourgh, the ca- 
pital of Cape Breton in North America, a place 
vf great confequence, which the French had for- 
tified at an immenfe expence. The plan of re- 
ducing this ifland is faid to have been firft fug- 
gefted by Mr. Auchmuty, jadge-advocate of 
the court of admiralty in New England. It was 
recommended by their affembly' to the Britith 
minifiry, and approved by his majefty, who fent 

to commodore Warren, ftationed off the 
Leewasd-iflands, to fail for the northem parts of 


with ten thips of war; and the tr 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


America, ‘and to co-operate with the forces 6 
New Eagiand in this expedition. : 
A bady of fix thoufand men was raifed under the 
oondutt of Mr. Pepperel, a trader of Pifcataway, 
whofe éntereft in that country was very confider- 
able, and whofe ignorance of the military art was 
abundently compenfated, by his courage and re- 
folution. In April Mr. Warren arrived at Canfo,. 
of New 
d being ¢mbarked in tranfports, failed im- 
mediately for the ifle of Cape Breton, and land- 
ed in five days in Gabaron bay, about four miles. 
diftant frem the fort. On the approach of the 
forces, the enemy abandoned their.grand bat- 
tery, which was detached from the town; and 
the immediate feizure of it greatly facilitated 
the progrefs of the enterprize. While the Ame- 
rican troops, reinforced by eight handred ma- 
rines, conducted the attatk by land, the fleet 
blocked up the place by fea, in fuch a manner 
as to prevent the introduCtion of any fupplies. 

A French fhip of the line, with fome fmaller 
veffels deftined for the relief of the garrifon, 
were intercepted and taken by the Britith 
cruifers; and indeed ‘the redu€tion of Louif- 
burgh was principally owing to the vigilance of 
commodore Warren, one of the braveft and moft 
experienced officers in the Britith fervice. The 
operations of the fiege were chiefly direfted by 
the engineers and officers, who commanded the 
marines; and the Americans, wholly ignorant, 
of the art of war, cheerfully fubmitted to the 
orders that were given them. 

The town having received confiderable injury 
from the bombs and bullets of the befieyers, 
and the governor defpairing of relief, capitulated 
on the fifreenth of June, when the city of Louif- 
burgh and the ifle of Cape Breton were delivered 
up to his Britannic majefty. The garrifon and 
inhabitants d not to bear arms for twelve 
months again t Britain or her allies; and 
being embarked in fourteen cartel fhips, were 
tranfported to Rochfort. 

hat immediately follows, is the hiftory of a 
rebelliog, the moft unprovoked, the moft dar- 
ing, and, confidering how little it was encour 
raged, the moft alarming of any that appears ig 
the Eoglith annals: a rebellion, which was ae fated 
in its conclufion, as it was profperoys in its com- 
mencement; and which, notwithftanding the few 

’ calamities 
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calamities it oceaftenei, confirmed in the hand 
of the fovereign the {ceptre which it was in- 
tended to.thake. 

Ever fiance the rebellion in 1715, the-utmoft 
lenity had been fhewn by the government to 
ruany of the Scots, who were extremely aGtive 
in that infurre@tion. The articles of the union, 
which exempted them from the heavy taxes im- 
pofed upon the Englith, bad been moft punétu- 
ally obferved. Ewen the atfainted noblemen 
had been liberally provided for by their rela- 
tions, who had Lae the preference in pur- 
chafing the confifcated eftates ata very reduced 
prite The commiffioners of enquiry, who had 
been difpatched from England to regulate the 
claims upon the forfeited eftates, had been fo 
far from being rigid, that they admitted almoft 
every claim which was preferred in favour of 
the friends and families of the attainted perfons; 
and many of the papers, upen which thofe 
claims were founded, had been antedated to give 
them validity. 

Few of the attainted noblemen, except the 
earl of Winton, who, though one of the nobleft 
and moft opulent of the party, had no family, 
and hardly any relatives, had been left totally 
deftitute. 

From thefe circumftances it may be naturally 
inferred, that the fpirit of Jacobitifm had not 
been greatly diminifhed by the fuppreffion of the 
rebellion in 1715. The government, however, 
had always a watchful eye on the iflands of 
Scotland, and the plaufible fchemes prefented 
by general Wade, for civilizing them, and ren- 
dering them docile and obedient, had procured 
him the grant of that particular province. But 
his manner, which was not of the conciliating 
kind, and his great ignorance of the country, 
as well as of all the branches of civil policy, 
rendered him incapable of fuch a tafk. ill 
he could do was, to preferve in their alle- 
giance thofe chieftains, for whofe fons and rela- 
tions he provided places in the army; but his 
referved aufterity of behaviour was fo difagree- 
able to the reft, that a fcheme of an infurreCtion 
was formed in £735, and communicated to the 
pretender, who thought proper to difapprove 
of it. The defign, therefore, was then aban- 
doned ; nor woyld it na have been fo foon 
revived, had not the hopes of the party been en- 
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cotraged by the clamour raifed againft the Ha- 
noverian forces. 

We have already mentioned the mifcarriage 
of the invafion projefted in 1744. The unani- 
mity difcovered upon that occafion, not only 
by the parliament, but even by the whole 
nation, in defending his majefty’s perfon and 
government, had {o greatly checked the ex- 
pe@ations of the pretender, that he ordered. 
his fon Charles to abandon all idea of refum- 
ing fuch an enterprize. Charles, however, en- 
tertained a different opinion. Fired by am- 
bition, and the extravagant reprefentations of 
fome needy fugitives, he refolved once more 
to renew the attempt; efpecially as the French 
court feemed perfetily difpofed to favour his 
undertaking. That court had conceived a 
mof violent refentment againft his Britannic 
majefty, whom they juftly confidered as their 
moft formidable enemy; and Tencin, who had 
confiderable influence with the French king, 
affured him, that while the throne of Eng- 
land was poffefled by a Proteftant elector of 
Germany, the French could never be the dic- 
tators of Europe. ; 

Lewis was fully convinced of the truth of 
this obfervation ; and though he had been taught 
to fhew a kind of indifference or contempt 
for the Stuart family, he thought it might not 
be impolitic to give them fome degree of coun- 
tenance. Tencin found it almoft as difficult to 
perfuade the old pretender, as the French king ; 
at laft, however, he prevailed upon both; but 
he could never induce the reft of the miniftry to 
adopt the fame opinion. It was, however, de- 
termined in council, that a fhip of war fhould 
convoy Charles, in cafe he fhould chooefe to un- 
dertake the enterprize. 

It was not only from the French miniftry 
that Charles met with oppofition to his projet. 
The moft rational part a his friends in Scotland 
were extremely averfe to the attempting an in- 
furre€tion at that juncture ; efpecially, as fome 
of the principal Jacobites had now deferted the 
interefts of his family. The chiefs of the clans, 
who in 1715 had warmly efpoufed the caufe of 
the pretender, were now reconciled to the go- 
vernment; and two of their heads, Macleod and 
Mackenzie, were members of the houfe of 
commons. 

The 


25% 
The head of the Macdonalds, the moft nu- 
merous of the clans in the Stuart intereft, had 


altered his principles; the family of Gordon, 
which, in 1715, ftrenuoufly fup the 
fame caufe, was now become a Pro t; and, 


upon a calculation of their ftrength, the Ja- 
cobites were of opinion, that, without foreign 
aid, % was impoffible for them to form any party 
that could fuccefsfully oppofe the government. 
One of them, however, was earneft for the at- 
tempt, and, with that view, had continued a 
correfpondence for feveral years with the exiled 
family. This was Drummond, the titular duke 
of Perth. His family, which was more noble 
than powerful, had long diftinguifhed themfelves 
in fupport of the Stuart line; and when James 
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atid a peculiar delicacy of form and conftitutin, 
he was, with the moft indefatigable application, 
condufting the plan of a moft defperate rebellion. 
But, though he had been able by his addrefs, 
to conceal his defigns from the obfervation of his 
companions, the governmerit had received re- 
peated intimations of his proceedings. A war- 
rant was therefore iffued to apprehend him ; and 
the execution of this warrant was committed 
to Mr. Campbell, who was both a military and 
a civil officer. 

Campbell repaired to his houfe, which he in- 
ftantly furrounded with a fmall body of forces. 
He arrefted Perth, and a€tually took him into 

| cuftody, but he found means to make his efcape, 
: and retire to the Highlands, where he afterwards 


the Second retired to France, he was attended | joined the ftandard of Charles. 


by the principal of it, and his brother the earl of 


By the reiterated importunities of Perth, 


Melford, both of whom were, by James, created ; Charles was induced to haften his departure from 


dukes. 

Perth, though a Roman Catholic, was a mo- 
derate and a prudent man: Melford, who was 
the reverfe, was confided in; and, by his rath 
and violent councils, became a diftinguifhed fa- 
vourite of the court of St. Germains, and one of | 
the chief caufes of its ruin. The candour and 
moderation of Perth had gained him many friends 
in Great Britain; and, by an extraordinary con- 
currence of circumftances, his eftate had de- 
{cended to the nobleman above-mentioned. 

This nobleman had, till the age of eighteen, 
by the bigotry of his mother, and the avarice of 
her relations, been educated in a religious houfe 


France. Being furnifhed with a fum of money, 
and a fupply of men, by the court of Verfailles, 
he embarked on board a fmall frigate, at Port 
St. Lazare, accompanied by only feven perfons ; 
and, fetting fail on the fourteenth of July, was, 
off Belleifle, joined by the Elizabeth, a French 
fhipof war, mounting fixty-fix guns, as his con- 
voy. Their intention was to fail round Ireland, 
and land on the weftern part of Scotland; but 
falling in with the Lyon, an Englith thip of 
war, commanded by captain Brett, an obftinate 
battle enfued. About five in the afternoon, the 
Lyon, which had only fifty-eight guns, ran alonp- 
fide the Elizabeth, and began to engage her 


in France ; and ftri& charge had been given to! within piftol thot, and continued in that fituation 


his inftru€tors, to keep him ignorant of his, 


quality. 
Accident, however, at length fumifhed him 
with that pleafing intelligence ; in confequence 


of which, he liberated himfelf from his ftate of 
pupilage. Naturally gay and {prightly in his| 


difpofition, he gave in to all the fathionable 
amufements of the age; and, when he came 
over into Britain, he purfued his pleafures with 
fo much ardour and feeming diflipation, as to 
impofe upon the moft fagacious of his ob- 
fervers. 

Notwithftanding his apparent thoughtlefinefs, 

* Captain Brett, on the other hand, had 2 coward 
mamed Rafane, for his captain of marines; but his place 
was galianti, fupphed by Mr. Leach, the chaplain, who 
was fein in encouraging the men, Of the French, the 


, nual fire at each other. 


till ten, during which they fupported a conti- 
At laft, the Lyon’s 
rigging being demolifhed, and her matts fhot 
away, the Ehzabeth efcaped. 

In this a€tion, the courage and honour of the 
French commander, and his crew, were remark- 
able. They knew the importance of their charges 
and when the {mall frigate came to their afisft- 
ance, they made a fignal for her continuing her 
voyage, which fhe did, while they maintained a 
clofer and more obftinate fight, than the French 
had been ever known to do on any former oce 
cafion*, 
captain and fixty-four men werc killed, and one h 
and forty-fix sroainlea Captain Beck was cette 


were all his lieutenants: forty-five of his men were killed, 
and one hundred and feven wounded, 


| 


In 
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In the mean time the frigate continued her 
cotrfe to the weftern ifles of Scotland; and, on 
the twenty-third of July, was feen cruifing be- 
tween the ifles of Bara and South Vift, in hopes 
of being rejoined by the Elizabeth. Difap- 
pointed in that expe€tation, Charles touched at 
South Vift, with a view of engaging in his 
caufe the head of the Clanronalds, who were 
zealous partizans of the Stuart family. In this, 
however, he fucceeded but in part, as the old 
chieftain was from home. From thence he 
failed to Ardnamurchan, and Janded near the 
houfe of Kinloch Moidart, a gentleman de- 
voted to his intereft; and ‘here he and his fol- 
lowers were entertained for feveral days, while 
couriers were difpatched to all quarters, to fum- 
mon his friends to affift him. 

Among thefe, the chief, in that neighbour- 
hood, was Cameron of Lochiel, whofe father 
and grandfather were ftill alive, and had been 
deeply engaged in all the rebellions that had 
happened fince the Revolution. 

Young Cameron inherited his father’s cou- 
rage, judgment, principles, and military genius. 
He was one of thofe, who, in 1743, had figned 
an invitation for Charles to come over, but that 
opportunity failing, he had fince altered his opi- 
nion, and, in conjunction with other chiefs, had 
fent him a letter, diffuading him from attempt- 
ing the eoterprize at this juncture. He now 
repeated to Charles in perfon, the fame argu- 
ments, which he had formerly advanced; but 
Charles reprefented the inevitable ruin which 
muft attend him, if, after proceeding fo far, he 
fhould attempt to retreat; together with the utter 
impofiibility of efcaping his declared enemies. 
Lochiel faw the propriety of thefe obfervations: 
he therefore devoted himfeif, his friends, and fol- 
lowers, to the intereft of the pretender; though 
at the fame time, he predifted the calamities 
which enfued. He next affembled his depen- 
dents, who, though.not numerous, were refolute 
and determined, and, by the care of their chief, 
who had been much abroad, were more civi- 
lized than many of their neighbours. He ac- 

uainted them with his engagements, and they, 
with fome degree of reluctance, promifed to 
follow him; a promife which they afterwards 
performed with unparalleled fidelity. 

Lochiel’s refolution was no fooner known, 
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than it produced a furprizing effe€t in favour of 
the.pretender. His ftandard was now ereéted ; 
and fo great was the public opinion of Lochiel’s 
courage and abilities, that numbers flocked to it 
from alk quarters. 

Sir He€tor Maclean, and other agents of the 
pretender, had been feized in their paflage 
from France to Britain: but though the miniftry 
had received information of Charles’s having 
embarked, they could not learn the particular 
place of his deftination. Some of the chieftains 
had tranfmitted to the government of Scotland, 
letters which they had received from the young 
pretender, inviting them to join him; but the 
lord-admiral, and the reft of the Scottith mi- 
niftry, feemed to make a jeft of the affair; nor 
could they be induced, by any means, to believe 
it, till the duke of Argyle produced a letter from 
Campbell of Lochiel, which afcertained the 
matter beyond difpute. His intelligence, how- 
ever, gained but flow credit, either at Edin 
burgh or at London; and no farther ftep was 
taken, than to order fir John Cope, who com- 
manded the forces in Scotland, to advance into 
the North, and crufh the infurse€tion, before it 
fhould become formidable. 

Cope immediately began his march. His or- 
ders were to proceed, direttly, to what is termed 
the Chain, the road between Invernefs and Fort 
William, Fort Auguftus being fituated between 
both; and to attack the rebels, who were fup- 
pofed to be lying on the weftward of the Chain, 
in the neighbourhood of Glenfinnan, where their 
ftandard was ere€ted. On his arrival at Dal- 
whinny, he received intelligence, that the rebels 
had taken poffeffion of a very ftrong pafs, called 
Carrieroch, on the eaft fide of the Chain, and 
commanded the road that led to Fort Auguftus. 
Cope called a council of war, who agreed in 
opinion, that, as the rebels amounted to about 
fixteen hundred, and the pafs was fo remark- 
ably ftrong, it could not be attacked, with any 
probability of fuccefs. It was then debated, 
whether the troops fhould return to Stirling; but 
it appeared, that the enemy had it in their power 
to deftroy the bridge of Kinnachin, by which 
means their retreat would be entirely cut off, 
and the men be expofed to the mercy of the 
rebels. It was therefore refolyed that the army 
fhould march to. a thence to poses 

3 an 


254 


and theré take fhipping for the fouthern parts 
of Scotland, to which the rebels’ had declared 
they intended to proceed. 

On the fourth of September, Charles entered 
Perth, one of the principal towns of Scotland, 
and confidered as the key of the Highlands. In 
his march thither, his army was confiderably in- 
creafed. The marquis of Tullibardine'had fent 
him feveral reinforcements, which he had raifed 
among the tenants of the Athole eftate; and lord 
Nairn, and lord George Murray, with many 
ether gentlemen of the county, now joined his 
flandard. Charles, while he continued at Perth, 
exercifed his men, and found them to amount 
to about three thoufand; but moft of them were 
maiferably armed and accoutered. The Clan- 
ronalds, however, made themfelves mafters of 
Dundee, a place of importance, and lying ina 
wealthy country. 

Charles’s reception in the Lowlands was not 
fo cordial as he expetted; for, though his fol- 
lowers met with no oppofition in the counties 
of Fife and Angus, there was a vifible reluc- 
tance in the common people to join him, except 
where they were,influenced by their mafters or 
fuperiors. This relu€tance was occafioned by 
the firmnefs and refolution of the eftablifhed 
clergy, who, though furrounded by the rebels, 
continued to harangue in defence of govern- 
ment. 

On his departure from Perth, ‘Charles di- 
re€ted his march towards Dunblane. On the 
fourteenth of September, he paffed the Forth, 
at a place called Frew, in fight of Gardiner’s 
dragoons; and, after making a feint, as if he in- 
tended to proceed to Glafgow, fuddenly wheel- 
ed about, and advanced towards Edinburgh. 

Many of the moft fubftantial inhabitants were 
then Epifcopalians, and difaffefted to the go- 
vernment; but the friends and dependants of 
the prefent eitablifhment, and the principal 
‘Prefbyterians, had fufficient intereft to make a 
-ftrong appearance of refiftance. Two regiments 
of dragoons, Gardiner’s and Hamilton’s, lay in 
the neighbourhood, between the city and the 
‘rebels, A number of volunteers had enlifted 
themfelves in the fervice of government; and 
aregiment of a thoufand foot, which the lord 
provofi intended to have commanded, was or- 
alered to be raifed by fubfcription. The trained 
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bandsand the city guard were in excellent order: 

the magittrates feemed determined to defend fhe 

place to the laft extremity; and Mr. Maclaurin, ’ 
the celebrated mathematician, a@ted ‘as chief 
engineer, in mounting the walls of the town 
with cannon, and in rendering it defenfible 
againft an enemy, who were but half armed, 
and entirely deftitute of artillery. 

In the mean time, an agent of the pretender 
had the effrontery to prefent to the lord provoft, 
in the face of a meeting of the citizens which 
he had fummoned, a letter from Charles; and, 
though it was not publicly read, a deputation 
was fent to treat about the terms of delivering 
up the place. 

General Gueft, who commanded in the cattle, 
alarmed at their proceedings, took care to recover 
poffeffion of all the fmall arms, which he had 
lent to the inhabitants. The money of the two 
banks was removed into the caftle; as well as 
the moft valuable effe€ts of fuch noblemen and 
gentlemen, as were diftinguifhed for their attach- 
ment to the government; while they themfelves 
withdrew from the city, fome towards England, 
and others to their eftates in the country. 

The particulars of the conference between 
the deputies and the rebels were beft known 
by the effects. On the return of the former, 
which happened before day-break, the coach, 
which had carried them, was fent to Cannon- 
a This created a neceflity of opening the 
Nether: bow Gate; which was no fooner effected, 
than a party of the Camerons, who had been 
pofted in the neighbourhood, rufhed in, took 
poffefion of the gate, advanced towards the 
main guard, and feized fuch as they found in 
arms. Before five in the morning, the ftreets 
and chief fquare of the city were lined with 
rebels, who thus, without blood-fhed, or the 
leaft oppofition, had made themfelves mafters of 
the capital of the kingdom. 

Charles, to avoid the batteries of the cattle, 
had taken a large circuit to the eaftward, and en- 
tered the palace of Holyrood Houfe, the ancient 
refidence of the Scottifh kings. Here he was 
joined by the vifcount Strathallan, who had lon 
been his declared partizan, by lord Elcho, elde 
fon of the earl of Wemyfs, and by Mr. Murray, 
a sagen of fortune in the fouth of Scotland, 
who afterwards a€ted as his fecretary of ftate. 

Charles, 
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Charles, being now in the royal palace, iffued a 

ate with‘all the formality of lawful autho- 
tity, for proclaiming his father at the crofs of 
Edinburgh; a ceremony which immediately 
took place, in the ufual form: at the fame time, 
three manifeftos were read by the purfuivants, 
who conddéted the folemn pageantry. 

‘The firft was in the name of the old pre- 
tender, declaring his right to the crown of Scot- 
Jand, exclaiming againft the Union, Jamentin 
the grievances which the fubjefts had fuffered 
in confequence of that meafure, and complain- 
ing of the treatment which his faithful High- 
landers had received from the government. He 
then moft gracioufly remitted all treafons that 
had been committed againft his father or him- 
felf, and extended his pardon to all thofe, who 
fhould not oppofe his arms*. 

The fecond manifefto, read upon this occafion, 
was alfo in the name of the old pretender, con- 
ftituting his fon Charles fole regent of the king- 
doms of Scotland, England, and Ireland, and 
all their dependent dominions, during his ab- 
fence. The third manifefto was in the name of 
Charles, ftiling himfelf prince regent. 

Thefe three manifeftos were inftantly printed, 
and difperfed throughout the kingdom; but the 
effe€t they produced was inconfiderable. The 
rebels, however, had now the fword in their 
hands againft a defencelefs people; and Charles 
fent a paper to the magiftrates of Edinburgh, 


* He promifed to calla free parliament; to abolith the 
malt-tax, and all other impofitions and taxes which had 
been impofed fince the Union; to reftore the nation to its 
ancient liberty and independency ; to protect and main- 
tain all his Proteftant fubjects in the free exercile of their 
religion, and in the full enjoyment of all their rights, 
privileges, and immunities, and in the quiet poffeffion of 
all churches, univerfities, colleges, and {chuols, conform- 
able to the laws of the land. 

He prowifed to reward thofe, who thould be the moft 
forward in joining him; to pay to all foldiers, who fhould 
leave the government’s fervice, and enter into his, their 
whole arrears, and an additional year's pav; and to give 
to all officers the fame, or fuperior, commiflions to thofe 
which they held under government. 

He menaced all thofe who fhould refift him, encouraged 
others to join him, and commanded all, from the age of 
fixteen to fixty, tojoin his ftandard. He ordered the 
arms and horfes-of all fufpeéted perfons to be feized; and 
finally directed, that the public money (hould be paid 
into the hands of his receivers; ana that this his de- 
claration fhould be read, and himfelf proclaimed, in all 
the towns and boroughs of the kingdom, 
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figned by himfelf, demanding, on pain of mili- 
tary execution, a thoufand tents, two thoufand 
targets, fix thoufand pair of thoes, and a pro- 
portionable quantity of tin decanters for the ufe 
of his army; a demand, which was immediately 
complied with, as far as circumftances would 
admit. 

Confident of fuccefs, he began his march to- 
wards the capital, with a confiderable army; but 
underftandiug that the forces of government were 
advancing to give him battle, he pitched his camp 
near Preftonpans, a place between Seaton and 
Prefton, having the village of Tranent in his 
front, and the a inhisrear. It was fecured on 
the eaft by a ftone-wall; on the fouth by a ditch 
and morafs; on the weft by Seaton houfe and 
fome inclofures; and on the weft by Prefton- 
pans, Cockney, and the fea. His troops, con- 
fifting of between four and five thoufand men, 
lay all night on their arms; and early the next 
morning the young pretender advanced in hoftile 
array, at the head of about three thoufand un- 
difciplined and half-armed Highlanders, whofe 
furious geftures and rapid movements, feen 
dimly through the retiring darknefs, excited un- 
ufual emotions of terror in the hearts of the 
Englith foldiers. ‘Thefe emotions were not per- 
mitted to fubfide. Charles himfelf, ftanding in 
the firft line, gave the word of commandf; and 
drawing his fword, threw away the fcab- 
bardt, The Highlanders ruthed on to the attack 


+ Charles’s right wing was commanded by Perth, and 
his left by lord George Murray, who both behaved with 
an intrepidity that would have done honour to the moft 
experienced generals, The men addreffed themfelves 
to prayer betore the attack; and it was undoubtedly 
owing to their rufhing, with fueh undaunted refolution, 
on the mouths of the cannon, that the hing’s army con- 
fidered them as fo many invulnerable furtes, whom no 
human force could refift. The targets too, with which 
the rebels were armed, contributed, it is probable, to add 
to their intrepidity; and their whole lofs amounted only 
to two captains, one licutcnant, one eufign, and forty 
private men killed, and eighty wounded. 

t The young pretender feemed much difconcerted, 
though he exerted his utmoft endeavours to conceal it. 
He aéted, however, with a degree of fpirit at the head 
of his party; where, drawing his {word, he faid,—" He 
‘¢ had thrown away his {cabbard, and that, if they wouid 
‘* follow him, he would make them a free and a happy 
“ people!” But, notwithftanding this apparent alacrity, 
he was eafily perfuaied to retire, with a {mall party, to 
a rifing ground, where he was placed beyond the reach 
of danger. 
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like fo many fturdy favages, regardlefs of the 
fire of the artillery. The king’s troops were 
thrown into difurder, and totally routed. The 
dragoons inftantly left the field, and could never 
after be rallied. Five hundred of the foot were 
killed, and fifteen hundred made prifoners. 
Among the former was the gallant colonel Gar- 
diner, who fell covered with wounds; a man 
equally diftinguifhea by his courage, capacity, 
and integrity. Never was any vittory more 
complete; the military cheft, contaming about 
fix thoufand pounds, the rae bere 
camp-equipage, and baggage of the royal army, 
fell iaibe hands of the rebels. 

Had the pretender marched into England im- 
mediately after this vi€tory, before the Britith 
froops were recalled from Flanders, or any fo- 
reign fuccours could be procured, he would 
probably have accomplifhed the objeft of his 
enterprife. But, inftead of taking advantage of 
the confternation occafioned by the defeat of the 
king’s forces in Scotland, he returned to the 
palace of Holyrood Houfe, to enjoy the vain 
parade of royalty. Edinburgh became the Ca- 
pua of Charles. There, confoled and intoxi- 
cated with the ‘flatteries of needy expectants, 
and teduced by the blandifhments of the Jacobite 
ladies, withing for his princely benediétion, he 
wantonly watted his time, till the critical moment 
had elapfed; while his hungry followers were 
deferted by their ferocity to be gratified by fo- 
cial indulgences, or had broken the nerve of their 
courage in fruitlefs efforts to reduce the caftle, 
and get poffeilion of the public treafure. In 
the mean time, Charles was joined by the earl 
of Kilmamock, and by the lords Balmerino, Pit- 
fligo, Elcho, and Ogilvie. And, as his num- 
bers now confifted of about fix thoufand, the 
pretender refolved to march into England. 

As a prelude to this meafure, he publifhed a 
new manifefto, on the 10th of O€tober, faid to 
be written by himfelf, in which he promifed, 
in his father’s name, all manner of fecurity to 
the Prote {tant religion and the eftablithed church, 
and declared that he would pafs any law the 
parliament thould judge neceflary for that pur- 
pofe. ‘“ That the public debt,” fays he, “ has 
“‘ been contra€ted under an unlawful govern- 
«“ gent, nobody can difuwn, any more than 
* that it is now a moft Acavy load upon the 
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nation: yet, as it ig due to thofe very fub, 
* jefts whom our royal father promis tt 
* te&t, cherifh, and defend, he is refolved to 
“* take the advice of his parliament concerning 
“ it; in which he thinks be acts the part of a 
a ince, who makes the good of his peo. 
** ple the fole rule of his a€tions. Fubthermore, 
* we have im bis name to declare, that the fame 
** rule laid down for the funds, fhaH be obferved 
“ with re{peé to every law or act of parliament 
“ fince the Revolutiog&; and fo far as, in a free 
“* and legal parliament, they fhall be approved, 
“© he will confirm them.” He next affirmed, 
that his expedition was undertaken without 
afliftance either from France or Spain ; ‘and that 
it was with his own money he had hired the 
veffel which brought him to Scotland; “ But,” 
continues he, “ when I hear of Dutch, Danes, 
“ Heffians, and Swifs, the eleCtar of Hanover’s 
* allies, being called over to prateét his govern- 
‘* ment, is it not high time for the king m 
“ father to accept alfo of the afliftance of tho 
** who are able, and who have engaged to fup«° 
* port him?” 
his declaration was far from producing the 
defired effe&t. It did not perfeétly remove the 
fears of the monied men with refpe& to the fe. 
curity of the funds, while it created among the 
body of the people, apprehenfions of a French 
invafion. Every one, from various motives, 
feemed attached to the eftablifhed government. 
Loyal addreffes, from all quarters, were pre- 
fented to George Hl. on his return from his 
German dominions, congratulating him on the 
redu€tion of Cape Breton, and expreffing de- 
teftation at the unnatural rebellion: promifing 
alfo to exert their utmoft endeavours in defend- 
ing his majefty’s perfon and government, aod 
in fupporting the public credit of the nation, 
Nor were thefe addreffes merely complimen- 
tary. Upwards of a thoufand of the moft emi- 
nent merchants, shoot and manufacturers 
ia the kingdom, anxious to fupport public credit, 
figned an agreement, that they would take the 
notes of the bank of England in payment of any 
fum due to them, and ufe their utmoft endea- 
veurs to make all their payments in that me- 
diom. Tins was an important flep, as it not 
only prevented the danger of large demands for 
fpecie upon the bank, but i a 
¢ 
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the, defence of the’ houfe’ of “Hanover, whofe 
hearts were with the pretender, or whofe minds 
were fluftuating*. 

Other meafures confpired to fix the unfteady, 
and to warm into zeal timid or prudential loy- 
alty. The, Habeas Corpus aét was fufpended, 
and many perfons were arrefted on fufpicion of 
treafonable praQiices. Six thoufand Dutch aux:- 
liaries arrived in England; and three battalions 
of guards, with feven regiments of infantry. 
They were recalled from Flanders, with the 
duke of Cumberland at their head. LExclufive 
of the new regiments, voluntarily raifed by the 
nobility and gentry, the militia of every county 
were affembled ; arms were liberally diftributed 
to the people, and the whole fouthern part of 
the kingdom affumed a formidable pofture of 
defence. : 

Notwithftanding this hoftile appearance, the 
young adventurer quitted Edinburgh, and en- 
tered England, by the weftern border, with 
only fix thoufand foot, and two hundred and 
fixty horfe; the duke of Perth commanded as 
general in chief, and lord George Marray as 
lieutenant-general. Lord Elcho was appointed 
colonel of what they called the life-guards; and 
the lords Pitfligo and Balmerino, afted as co- 
lonels of horfe. They immediately invefted 
Carlifle ; and both the town and caftle, though 
defended by the militia of Cumberland and 
Weftmoreland, fupported by the inhabitants and 
fome companies of regular troops, furrendered 
within three davs. 

The whole kingdom was filled with confter- 
nation at the progrefs of the rebels. Terror 
took poffeffion of every mind; and the moft alarm- 
ing apprehenfions were, at the fame time, en- 
tertained of an invafion from France, where 

reat preparations were making for a defcent in 
Eva of the pretender. The militia of the 
maritime counties were ordered towards the 
coaft, and fignals fixed for a general alarm. But 


* Many of the principal nobility and gentry offered 
their fervices in a military copay. The duke of Mon- 
tague received acommiffion for raifing a oy ey of light 
horfe in Northamptonhhire: the duke of Kingflon raifed 
another in Nottinghamfhire and Yorkfhire: the dukes of 
Bedfoid, Bolton, Ancafter, the marquis of Granby, the 
eatis of Hallifax, Berkeley, and Cholmondeley, the vif- 
counts Falmouth and Harcourt, the lords Edgecombe, 
Gower, and Herbert, raifed, each of them, regiments, 
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the vigilance of admiral Vernon, who was fta- 
tioned with a fleet in the Channel, and effec- 


_ tually blocked up the French ports, prevented 


the threatened invafion. The embarkation was 
to have been made at Boulogne, Calais, and 
Dunkirk, in large boats, and a landing at- 
tempted in the neighbourhood of Dover, under 
the cover of night. The troops were o have 
been gommanded by the attainted ea-l marefchal 
of Scotland, who, regardlefs himfelf of danger 
in what he himfelf efteemed fo good a caufe, 
threw up his commiffion in difguft, on finding 
the French naval officers afraid to venture out. 

In the mean time, the rebels having left a 
fmall garrifon in Carlifle, under the command 
of one Hamilton, who had been a kind of agent, 
advanced to Penrith; and continuing their route 
through Lancafter and Prefton, took poffeffion 
of Manchefter, fuppofed to be the moft dif- 
affe€ted town in the kingdom, where the pre- 
tender had eftablifhed his head-quarters. Think- 
ing himfelf now in the heart of his Englith in- 
tereft, he promifed himfelf a wonderful acceffion 
of force ; but, though the inhabitants of Man- 
chefter received him with marks ef affe€tion, 
and celebrated his arrival with illuminations, 
they manifeited little inclination to join him, and 
the people of the country were {till more in- 
different. With the utmoft of his endeavours, he 
could only raife about two hundred men, who 
were formed into a‘corps, under the pompous 
appellation of the Manchefter regiment, in hopes 
it would foon be completed, under colonel 
Townly, a Roman Catholic gentleman of fome 
eminence in that neighbourhood, and who had 
been an officer in the French army. 

Charles, who had been induced to believe, 
that as foon as he fhould enter Lancafhire, the 
majority of the people would flock to his ftan- 
dard, was much chagrined at this backward- 
nefs in his reputed friends. He endeavoured, 
however, to cenceal his mortification; and his 


in the feveral gounties where their interefts lay. The 
county of York engaged in an affociation, fubfcribed the 
fum of forty thouland pounds, and raifed a body of vo- 
lunteers. The arrival of the duke of-Cumberland, who 
returned, about this time, from Holland, tended to pro- 
mote the general fpirit of loyalty; and all ranks of men 
feemed unanimoufly to concur in expreffing their zeal for 
the prefent eftablifhment. 
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followers in general affamed a countenance of 
fatisfa€tion, though they had been informed, 
that general Wade, who had afflembled an army 
of fourteen thoufand men at Newcaftle, was 
advancing through York{hire ; and that the duke 
af Cumberland, affifted by fir John Ligonier, 
had taken poft near Litchfield with thirteen 
thoufand veteran troops. A council of war was 
called ; and it was unanimoufly agreed, that they 
fhould ftrike off to the left, and proceed by the 
way of Chefter and Liverpool into Wales, where 
the pretender expected a number of adherents. 
But finding afterwards, that thofe towns were 
fecyred, and determined to hold out to the laft 
extremity, and that the bridges leading into 
Wales, over the Merfey, had been broken down 
by order of the duke of Cumberland, Charles 
tuok the route of Stockport and Warrington; 
and pafling through Macclesfield and Congle- 
ton, tumed fuddenly off by Leeke and Afh- 
bourne, and unexpettedly entered Derby, where 
his father was proclaimed with great folemoity. 
The pretender had no fooner arrived at this 
place, than he called a council of war, to de- 
liberate refpefting their future operations. The 
jncipal pomt in debate was, whether they 
seat gee by the fame route in which they 
had advanced, or march forwards to London. 
‘The pretender himfelf was of the latter opinion, 
in which he was feconded by Perth, Lochiel, 
and Jord George Murray; but as thefe could 
not engage for the compliance of their men, 
the other chieftains were almoft unanimous 
for returning to Scotland. So refolute, how- 
ever, Was the pretender in his opinion, that 
difputes were carried to an intemperate de- 
gree of warmth. He faid he had receiveg au- 
thentic intelligence from France, that a defcent 
would be made upon England, an event Which 
could not fail to divide the royal forces, apie 
afford him an eafy admiflion into the eppital, 
re he hoped to be joined by 9 great number 
‘ef adherents. io. 

“" When the citizens of London wee informed, 
that, notwithftanding the vigilance and attivity 


of the duke, the rebels had st io their power to 


advance to the metropolis, many of them were 
feized with the moft terrible apprehenfons. 
Even the minifiry feemed to be alarmed. A 
council was held at St. James’s, and a refolu- 
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tion taken, that the ftandard of Eapland thovid 
be ereted on Finchley Common, for affembling 
an army, to be commanded by the king in per- 
fon, and, under him, by field-maretcte Stair: 
that all the regular troops in the environs of 
London, with the affociated regiments, the train- 
ed bands, and the militia, fhould repair to that 
camp; and that a numerous train of artillery 
fhould be drawn out of the tower for the ufe of 
the forces. Thefe vigorous refolutions induced 
the pretender to alter his opinion, and, inftead 
of advancing to London, he refolved to return 
into Scotland, where he heard his affairs had 
taken a very favourable turn. " 

Accordingly, after ftaying one night at Derby, 
he began his match early in the morning ; and 
though Wade with his army had for fome time 
heen at Doncafter, and confequently nearer 
Manchefter than the rebels, yet the latter re- 
treated, with fuch amazing rapidity, through 
Afhburne, Leeke, Manchefter, Leigh, and Wig- 
ton, that they had almoft reached Prefton, before 
Wade had proceeded to Wakefield. 

The duke, who then lay in the neighbour- 
hood of Coventry, hearing of their retreat, 
placed himfelf at the head of all the horfe and 
dragoons, and immediately fet out in purfuit of 
the enemy: while his foot was ordered to follow 
with all poflible expedition. Wade alfo detached 
general Oglethorpe, with a thoufand horfe for 
that pufpote. 

On the twelfth of December, the rebels reach- 
ed Prefton; and, after refting a whole day, re- 
fumed their march yal celerity. The 
duke, having been jomed by general Ogle 
feospe, entered the place about four hours after; 
bat, though he proceeded with the utmoft dif- 
patch, he could not overtake them till they had 
advanced to the village of Clifton. At that 
place ke,came up with their rear-guard, which 
fed of the Macpherfons, who, ob- 
royal forces, threw themfelves into 
illage, as if they intended to defend it; 
their main body, imagining the whole 
7 was with the duke, continued their retreat 
¥ 


*, * 





slifle, 

Lerd George Murray, who commanded the 
a . perceiving, on a clofler i , 
that the duke was attended only with cavalry, 
fent a meflage to the main body of the rebels, 

defiting 
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defiring them to return and venture an ehgage- 
ment; but noattention was paid to his requeft. 
He was determined, however, to defend the 
pafs: and, with that view, took poffeflion of 
a ditch and fome hedges. 

His royal highnefs ordered the dragoons to 
difmount and attack the rebels on foot; a tafk 
which they engaged in with alacrity. After a few 
vollies on both fides, the dragoons retired to re- 
charge. The rebels conftruing this into a flight, 
abandoned their defenfible fituation; and ruth- 
ing upon the king’s forces, maintained a moft 
defperate engagement for the {pace of an hour; 
after which, they retired behind their ditch ; and 
being favoured by the darknefs of the night, 
continued their march to their main body, 
which had now arrived at Penrith. In this 
fkirmifh, few of the rebels were killed; but 
about feventy of them were taken prifoners. Of 
the king’s forces forty were killed, or wounded ; 
and among the latter four officers, colonel Ho- 
neywood, captain Eaft, and the cornets Owen 
and Hamilton. 

At Penrith, the rebels held a confultation, 
whether it would be prudent to return with 
their whole force, and furprize the duke’s ca- 
valry. This meafure was warmly recommended 
by fome of the moft violent chieftains; but Jord 
George Murray, and the more moderate leaders, 
oppofed it. They reprefented the favourable 
turn, which their affairs had lately taken in 
Scotland, as a motive for {paring the lives of 
their men; and they urged the ftrong proba. 
bility of the duke’s being joined by his infantry, 
before they could attack him. Influenced by 
thefe contiderations, they reinforced the garrifon 
of Carlifle, and crofling the rivers Eden and 
Solway, returned into Scotland. 

The duke of Cumberland invefted Carlifle 
with his whole army on the twenty-firft of De- 
cember, and, on the thirtieth, the garrifon fur- 
rendered at difcretion. The prifoners, amount- 
jing to about four hundred, were diftributed in 
different gaols in England, and the duke im- 
mediately returned to London. By this time 
Wade had fent a detachment to protect the city 
of Edinburgh, to which all the people of rank 
and confequence, in the intereft of government, 
had once more returned. Theecourts of juttice 
and public fchools, which had, for fomc time, 
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been fhut, were again opened: a regiment of 
volunteers was raifed and difciplined; and a 
greater fpirit of loyalty appeared, than had pre- 
vatled even before the commencement of the 
rebellion. 

A fimilar fpirit difplayed itfelf at Glafgow, 
where the inhabitants manifefted, ina moft con- 
fpicuous manner, their attachment to govern- 
ment. They raifed a regiment at their own 
expence, and conferred the command of it upon 
the earl of Hume, who had diftinguifhed him- 
felf greatly in oppofing the rebels. The ex- 
ample of Edinburgh and Glafgow was followed 
by many other towns and counties in the king- 
dom; a condu&t which expofed them to the re- 
fentment of the Highlanders. 

The town of Dumfries was fined, on account 
of its loyalty, to the extent of four thoufand 
pounds ; and the pretender, having made a hafty 
but oppreffive tour through the whole of that 
populous country, diref&ted his courfe towards. 
Stirling, the caftle of which he determined to 
befiege. 

This meafure he was the rather inclined to 
adopt, as his affairs in the norti were in a very 
promifing condition. The ear] of Loudon, who 
commanded for the government in that quarter, 
had been extremely a€tive in raifing a little 
army, with which he performed fome important 
fervices to government, and, in this laudable 
work, he was well fupported by Mr. Forbes, 
prefident of the feffion, by lord Fortrofe, and 
fir Alexander Macdonald. 

The moft troublefome rebel at that time in the 
north, was lord Lewis Gordon, brother to the 
duke of that name, and who had once been a 
midfhipman on board the royal navy. As the 
family of Gordon had many dependents in the 
fhire of Aberdeen, and the adjacent counties, 
who were either attached to the pretender’s 
intereft, or perfettly indifferent with regard to 
matters of government, he had been able, by 
threats and promifes, to raife fuch a force, as 
rendered him not a little formidable. 

The’ moft dangerous, however, as well as the 
moft powerful chieftain engaged in the rebel- 
lion, was Simon Frafer lord Lovat, whofe cha- 
rafter was a ftrange compound of abfurdities 
and abilities. In his earlier part of life, he had 
committed a rape spon a woman of ou and 

rtune ; 


! 


260 


fortune; a crime for which he was capitally 
convicted and profcribed. Efcaping into France, 
he became a Roman Catholic; and had the ad- 
drefs to gain the confidence of the cburts of St. 
Germains and Verfailles, to oblige which, about 
the latter end of king William’s reign, he under- 
toak to raife a rebellion in Scotland. 

No longer reftrained by motives of intereft, 
and hurried by the violence of his difpofition, 
Lovat* gave a loofe to the gratification of his 

rinciples, which from views of prudence, he 

ad hitherto concealed. He inftantly employed 
Bob Roy, a colonel in the prefent rebellion, 
to make his peace with the old pretender ; and 
he promifed, that, provided he would fend him 
acommitlicn to aét as his lieutenant-general in 
the Highlands, and a patent fora dukedom, he 
would employ his whole intereft in fupport of 
his caufe. 

The propofal was readily complied with ; and 
an additional commiffion was given, conftituting 
him lord-lieutenant of all the countries north of 
Spey. lated with thefe imaginary honours, 
Lovat no longer diffembled his fentiments, but 


td 

* Simon Frafer, Jord Lovat, was poffeffed of infinuat- 
ing talents, and exerted his whole force upon mankind 
through the charnel of their vanity. Utterly deflitute of 

meipte, and defpifing veracity as an unneceflary qua- 
fity, he accommodated all bis actions to his immediate 
intereft, aud all is expreffions to the deceitful purpofe | 
of impoling on the credulous. And though his natural | 
addrefs was ungracefu', his perfonal appearance remark. ' 
ab'v forbidding, and bis flattery too glaring to efcape 
the «bfervation even of the weak and the vain; Ht was 
not always to be retified by men of fome penetration, | 
Though his projeGt. were generally formed with hittle 
judgment, he was beld and fearlefs im the execution of | 
them. In 1°97, he entered, with an armed band, the 
heufe of a women of qua ity, {rized her perfon, and or- 
dered the marriage ceremony to bé performed, while he 
endeas oured, with the found of a bagpipe, to drown her 
cies; and having finpped her naked, by cutting off her 
fiays with bis dirk or dagger, he forced her to bed, and 
cunfummated the pretendes marriage, amid the noife and 
rit-t of his barbarous attendants. 

Compelled to fly the kingdom, and declared a rebel 
and an outlaw for this and other violences, Frafer found 
mean, to obtain a pardon from king William; and to in- 
gratiate himfelf with the court of St. Germains, by be- 


_ coming a Catholic. He was employed by the coort of 


France in attempting to create an infurseAion in Scot- 
jand in 1703. Fos that purpofe, he was furnithed with 
proper credentials by the pretender; but inftead of em- 
ploying them for the refloration of the exiled family, he 

trayed the whole plot to the Engifh government, and 
gelurned to France, to procure more isrefragable proofs 
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openly avowed his attachment to the prefender, 
He abandoned that frugality and aconomy, for 
which he had before been extremely remark- 
able: his houfe and table were always pen to 
every adherent of the Stuart family; and his 
whole converfation favoured ftrongly of high 
treafon. 

This change of conduét in a man, fo parfi- 
monious in his difpofition, fo enflaved by in- 
tereft, and fo anxious for the prefervation of his 
eftate, his chieftainfhip, and his family power, 
muft have originated partly from dotage, aperat- 
ing with his concealed principles, partly to a 
notion he had conceived, that the pretender 
would be fupported by a foreign force, which, 
joined to the Highlanders, would finally render 
his attempt fuccefsful. 

This opinion feems to be juftified by Lovat's 
behaviour on the pretender’s arrival. When 
Charles landed, defencelefs and unattended, 
Lovat appeared ftartled and refufed to join him. 
Confcious, however, that he had been guilty 
of many overt aéts of treafon, he began, foon 
after the ere€tion of the pretender’s ftandard, 


of the guilt of the eel confpirators. His treachery 
being difcovered, he wa, thrown into the Baftile, where 
he remained fume months, and only avoided the punith- 
ment due to his crimes, by bis confummate diffimulation, 
He had the addrefs to make it believed, that what ho 
had done, was for the intereft of the pretender ; and on 
his return to Greet Britain, his {ufferings in France re- 
commended him to the prote€ion, and even the favour 
of government. Jn 1715, Lovat was effentially fervicc. 
able to the houfe of Hanover, by affifting in the fuppiet- 
fion of the rebellion; and becoming afterwards a per- 
fonal favourite of George I, he was hberally rewarded 
for his loyalty. He even formed the fcheme of ervdting 
himfelf tnto a kind of viceroy in the Highlands; pre- 
tending, that if he had the diftribution of twenty-five 
thoufand pounds annually among the heads of the clans, 
he could effeQlually prevent all their future infurreRions, 
and draw them progrefiively into the interefts of the reign- 
ing family. Difappointed, however, in his ambitious 
hopes, and otherwife difgufted with the eftablithed go- 
vernment, he again relapfed into Jacobitifm ; and con- 
cluding that the young pretender would be fup by 
a powerful foreign force, he made no fecret of his prine 
ciples. But when Charles landed without fuch force, 
Lovat refufed to join him, though he had accepted the 
offce of lord-fieutenant of all the counties north of the 
Sper. Yet wav he affiduous in arming his clan; in order, 
perhaps, to procure a pardon for his treafonabie fj 
and praGices, by throwing his intereft into the {vale of 
oe if the unexpected fuccef. of the pretender 
not induced hifi to take part in the rebellion. See 
Stuart's Papers, Lochait’s Mem, 


to 
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to arm his clan. The battle of Prefton fixed his 
refolution ; and confidering that event as a happy 
omen of the pretender’s fuccefs, he-ordered his 
fon, a youth about nineteen years of age, to 
‘march to Perth, the general rendezvous of fuch 
of the rebels as had been.left in Scotland. 

Of all the Highland chieftains, Lovat was the 
moft arbitrary and defpotic; yet he found not fo 
ready a compliance in his clan as he expected: 
he therefore ordered the fiery cro/s, as it is 
called, to be fent through his eftate, in order to 
compel them to obedience. This is a general 
denunciation, made by the chieftains, of plunder, 
fire, and {word, againft all who thall refufe to 
Join them ; and by this expedient, Lovat obliged 
the greater part of his clan to take up arms. 

At firft, however, he was greatly puzzled to 
know what courfe to purfue. He faw that lord 
Loudon was at the head of a body of men, equal, 
if not fuperior, in numbers, to his own; and 
that the lord prefident, by his intereft and autho- 
rity, was daily adding ftrength to Loudon’s force. 
He knew they were acquainted with his diffi- 
mulation ; and he was afraid, that if he were left 
defencelefs, he might become their prifoner. 
Alarmed with thefe apprehenfions, he recalled 
his fon, who was advancing towards Perth with 
a party of about feven hundred men. he alfo 
difpatched a meffenger to the earl of Loudon 
and the prefident, to afure them, that the march 
of his fon was contrary to his inclination, and 
proceeded from the young man’s obftinacy and 
difobedience. They could eafily perceive the 
meaning of this pretence; and the lord pre- 


fident returned a very {pirited Jetter to Lovat, 


containing a mixture of reproof and advice. 
While Lovat was confidering the contents of 
this epiftle, and deliberating on the conduét 
which he ought to purfue, he received intel- 
ligence, that lord John Drummond was jutft 
landed with a body of feven hundred French 
forces, as a reinforcement to the pretender, and 
with certain affurances of his being {peedily 
fupported in a more effe€tual manner*, En- 
couraged by this confideration, he inftantly re- 


* Lord Lovat did not, at firit, openly engage in the 
rebellion, though he endeavoured, By his intereft and 
connexions, (o promote the caufe of the pretender. He 
was the fame perfon with Simon Frater, who has been 
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folved to avow his intentions, and accordingly 
ordered his fon to march to Perth, at the head 
of his clan, ‘ 

The earl of Loudon was now placed in a very 
Critica] fituation. He knew that lord Lovat had 
ftill a confiderable body of his tenants in referve; 
that almoft the whole country and fca-coaft, from 
the Forth to the Spey, was in theshands of the 
rebels; and that lord Lewis Gordon, and their 
other leaders, were opprerine and plundering 
all the loyal fubjeéts in thofe countries. He 
was alfo afraid that Fort Auguftus would fall 
into the hands of the enemy. 

His firft care was to relieve this place, with 
fix hundred of the Macleods; he advanced 
during a very fevere froft, through Stratharick, 
a part of Lovat's eftate, the inhabitants-of which 
had not joined the rebels; and upon his march 
informed them, what they muft expeét, ifthey 
rofe in arms. Having fupplied Port Auguftus 
with all kinds of neceffaries, he detached Mr. 
Macleod, the head of the clan, with five hun- 
dred men, towards Bamff and Aberdeenshire, 
to prevent the enemy from recruiting in thofe 
quarters; and he promifed to follow them with 
as many troops as could be fpared from the town 
of Invernefs. 

In the mean time, by the advice of the lord 
ptefident, he feized lord Lovat, who was then 
without his guard. This arch hypocrite, how- 
ever, foon recovered his liberty. He fwore that 
it was without his knowledge or confent, that 
his clan had joined the rebels: he even curled 
his fon for having forced them into that unhappy 
meafure ; and offered to deliver up to lord Lou- 
don, the arms of all his tenants, who had not 
yet united with the rebels. This expedient had 
the detired effet: Lovat was permitted to be 
more at liberty; and he artfully embraced the 
earlieft opportunity of effe€ting his efcape. 

Macleod, in his march towards Bamff, had 
been joined by two hundred Monros under their 
own chieftain; and now thinking himfelf able 
to oppofe the rebels under lord Lewis Gordon, 
who had retired to Aberdeen, he refolved to 


already mentioned, asa betrayer of the machinations of 
the malcontent Scots to the miniftry, in the earlier part of 
the reign of queen Anne. 
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attack that town, Which was open and unfor- 
tified. He had alfo been reinforced, in his 


route, by a ftrong party of Grants; but thefe 
foon returned to their own country: and lord 
Lewis, having received a ftrong reinforcement 
from the fouth, attacked the loyalifts fo unex- 
pectedly, that they were obliged to fly. 

The affairs of the government had not a more 
promifing afpe& in the fouthern than in the 
morthern parts of Scotland. A tranfport, indeed, 
with about two hundred French officers and fol- 
diers had been taken, and the men conduéted 


to Edinburzh as prifoners; but the arrival of. 
John Drummond, with the money, ammu- , 


mition, and arms, which he had brought from 


France, together with repeated affurances of | 
farther affiftance, had infpired the rebels with the | 


moft fanguine hopes of fuccefs. 

About this time, the Fox man of war, which 
had been ftationed in the road of Leith, and 
been highly ferviceable to government, was loft 
in a ftorm, and all her crew perifhed. Soon 
after the Hazard floop, which had been equally 
ufeful in the northern parts, was taken by the 
tebels, and her guns mounted to fortify the har- 
bour of Montrofe. 

The pretender, who was now joined by she 
Frafers under the mafter of Lovat, and the 
French troops under lord John Drummond, had 
laid fiege to the ‘town of Stirling, which, after 
a feeble refiftance, fubmitted to the enemy ; but 
the caftle, commanded by general Blakeney, ftill 
held out and continued to baffle all the attempts 
of the rebels. The miniftry, however, were no 
fooner informed of the fort’s being invefted, 
than they ordered general Hapley, to afflume 
the command of a new army, and march to its 
relief. In the beginning of January, Hawley 
arrived with the forces, amounting to about ten 
thoufand, at Falkirk in the neighbourhood of 
Stirling: the rebels confifted of about eight 
thoufand, and lay at Torwood, in the center, 
between thefe two places. 

On the feventeenth of the month, while 
Hawley was at dinner, an alarm was brought 
him, that the rebels were in motion to take pof- 
feffion of fome rifing grounds in the neigh- 
bourhuod of Falkirk, where the king’s forces 
were polic’’ As the poffeffion of this eminence 
wasan imper.aut concern, Hawley immediately 
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formed his men {fp two lines, afxt in the front 
of the camp. On their left was a morafs; and 
the Glafgow militia, with part of Hamilton’s 
dragoons, compofed a corps de referve. The 
rebels were likewife drawn in two lines; the 
tight commanded by lord George Murray, the 
left by lord John Drummond ; and the pretender 
with his cavalry, and one of his beft battalions, 
took poft in the center. 

Hawley, having made his difpofition, was not 
in a hurry to begin the charge ; but, after finifhing 
his dinner, he ordered his dragoons to march to 
the rifing grounds, and cut the rebels in pieces 
with their fwords. The drageons accordingly 
advanced with great alacrity, and began the 
attack with much courage and fome fuccefs; 
but, perceiving that the eminence was occupied 
by the rebels, and that they themfelves were 
utterly unfupported by the infantry, they fud- 
denly wheeled off, after having fuftained an ir- 
regular fire from the enemy. 

he officers exerted their utmoft endeavours 
to make them rally; but, inftead of following 
their advice, they fell back upon the foot, who 
were thereby thrown into diforder; and this 
was {till further increafed by the violence of the 
wind and rain. The rebels, obferving the con- 
fufion of the royalifts, threw afide their guns, 
and rufhed in, {word in hand, with t im- 
petuolity ; but they were fpeedily checked by 
a fevere fire, and obliged to return to their for- 
mer ftation. Night advancing, terminated the 
a€tion. The king’s army retired to Falkirk: 
but, the rebels proceeding to that place in the 
dead of night, they were obliged to fet fire to 
their tents, and retreat to Linlithgow. On the 
following day they returned to Edinburgh, 
where they found the officers, who had been 
taken prifoners at the battle of Preftonpans, and 
who had been reftored to their liberty by the 
agg of the country where they wete con- 
ned. 
In this a€tion, the royalifts left upon the field 
of battle about five hundred flain, among whom 
were an unufual number of officers. ree 
bels loft about half that number; but they 
took feven pieces of cannon, feveral colours, 
fix hundred mutkets, four thoufand weight of 
powder, twenty-eight waggons laden with mi- 
litary ftores, and all the tents and baggage aa 
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had efcaped the flames. General Hawley, who 
had boaited that with tevo regiments of dra- 
goons, he would drive the rebels from one end 
of the kingdom to the other, incurred much 
cenfure upon this occafion. 

The king was no fooner informed of the de- 
feat at Falkirk, than he ordered the duke of 
Cumberland® to affume the command of the 
forcesin Scotland. In the mean time the French 
minifter at the Hague, having reprefented to 
the States General, that the auxiliaries, which 
they had fent into Great Britain, were part of 
the garrifon of Tournay, and reftri€ted, by the 
capitulation, from bearing arms againft France, 
for a certain term; they thought proper to recal 
them, rather than come to an open rupture 
with his moft Chriftian majefty ; and, in their 
room, fix thoufand Heflians were tranfported 
from Flanders to Leith, where they arrived in 
the beginning of February, under the command 
of their prince, Frederic of Heffe, fon-in-law to 
his Britannic thajefty. 

By this time the duke of Cumberland had 

ut himfelf at the head of the troops at Edin- 
bargb, confifting of thirteen regiments of in- 
fantry, five regiments of dragoons, one regiment 
of light horfe, and fifteen hundred Highlanders 
from Argylefhire, under the command of colonel 
Campbell. On the thirty-firft of January, his 
royal highnefs began his march to Linlithgow ; 
and the enemy, who had renewed the fiege of 
Stirling Caftle, not only abandoned that enter- 
prize, but, after blowing up the magazines, 
croffed the Frith with great precipitation. On 
their arrival at Crief, they divided into two 
bodies, one of which marched towards Perth; 


a 

* Had Charles, during the confternation occafioned 
by this fecond blow, again boldly entered England, he 
might pevee lave taken up his winter-quarters in the 
capital; or he marched with the main body of his 
lg Aad alee Inverne(s, he might have crufhed the earl 
of Loudon, difarmed the loyal clans, increafed the num- 
ber of his adherents, and made himfelf abfolute matter 
of all the north of Scotland. But his heart being fet on 
the redu€tion of Stirling Caftle, he loft fight of every 
other obje@. He therelore returned to the fiege of that 
fortrefs; and after having in vain attempted to carry it 
effault, he obftinately perfifted in ereéting batteries, in 
epening. and making regular epproaches, in the 

pth of winter, to the great difapprebation of the High- 
landers, many of whom retired in difguf to their native 


anouniains, 
While the pretender was thus wafting dis time in thefe 
Stuitle(s, impolitic, and ill-conduéted operations, the na- 
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the other by Dunkeld. The. young pretender 
was ir! the latter party, and continued five days 
at the duke of Athol’s houfe at Blair. He then 

eded to Invemefs, which was appointed 
or their general rendezvous. In his way thither, 
he took the fmall fort of Ruthven, which he 
demolifhed. Thence he proceeded to Moy, the 
head of the Mackintofhes, a confiderable clan, 
feveral of whom had joined him, though their 
chieftain was then in the fervice of the govern- 
ment. 

Lord Loudon was then at Invernefs, with 
fifteen hundred or two thoufand loyal High- 
Janders. This nobleman had been extremely 
aCtive in furprifing and difperfing fmall parties 
of rebels in the moft difaffe&ted parts of the 
country ; and it was through his efforts and thofe 
of the lord prefident, that the numbers of in- 
furgents were not at leaft doubled. As he had 
the beft intelligence, he was regularly informed 
of all the enemy’s motions. * 

Hearing that Charles was at Moy, he march- 
ed thither with a chofen party, under the dark- 
nefs of night, with a view of furprifing him; 
and this he had nearly effected, when an unlucky 
fhot being difcharged alarmed the rébels, and 
Charles, who was juft retiring to bed, made his 
efcape. Loudon, thus difappointed, was obliged 
to return to Invernefs, where the rebels, who 
had expeditioufly collected “their forces, and 
were greatly fuperior to him in numbers, in their 
turn almoft furprized him. He efcaped, how- 
ever, by the ferry, into the northern parts of 
the kingdom. 

Meanwhile the duke of Cumberland, havin 
fecured the important pofts of Sterling and Perth 


tion recovered from that panic into which it had been 
thrown by the rout at Falkirk. The royal army in 
Scotland was reinforced with a body of freth troops. 
William duke of Cumberland was appointed to command 
it: and the affairs of government foon began to wear a 
new face. Though unfuccefsful in Flanders, and not con- 
fidered as an adept in the niilitary art, the duke of Cum- 
berland was adored by the foldiery. And the appearance 
of a prince of the blood, it was fuppofed, would inti- 
midate the rebels, and encourage the king’s troops. 
Experience proved this conje€ture to be well founded. 
On the arrival of the duke of Cumberland at Edinburgh, 
he was received with the warmeft expreffions of joy, 
and welcomed as a deliverer by the loyal party. Firm. 
nefs and confidence every where took place of irrefolution 
and defpondency; and fuch of the Jacobites as had not 
yet taken up arms, forefeeing the ruin of their prince’s 
caufe, refolved to remain quiet. 


with 
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with the Heffian battalions, advanced with the 
army to Aberdeen, where he was joined by the 
duke of Gordon, the earls of Aberdeen and 
Yindlater, the laird of Grant, and other perfons 
of diftin€tion. While he continued in this place, 
refrething his troops, and preparing magazines, 
a party of rebels furprized a detachment of 
Kingfton’s horfe, and about twenty of them 
were cut in pieces. Several advanced parties of 
militia partook of the fame fate. Lorge George 
Murray invefted the caftle of Blair, which was 
defended by fir Andrew Agnew, while a body 
of Heffians marched to its relief, and compelled 
the enemy tu retire. 

They alfo undertook the fiege of Fort Wil- 
liam, under the dire€tion of brigadier Stapleton, 
an engineer in the French fervice ; but captain 
Scot, the governor, made fuch a vigorous re- 
fftance, that, in the beginning of April, they 
thought proper to relinquifh the enterprize. The 
earl of Loudon had retired into Sutherland, and 
taken poft at Dornock, where he was fuddenly 
attacked by a ftrong detachment of the rebels 
under the duke of Perth: a major and fixty men 
were taken prifoners, and the earl was obliged 
to take thelter in the He of Sky. 

Thefe inconfiderable loffes were compenfated 
by fume advantages, which the royalifts ob- 
tained. The floop of war, which the rebels had 
furprized at Montrofe, was retaken on the coat 
of Sutherland, witha confiderable fum of mo- 
nes, and a great quantity of arms on board, 
which fhe had brought from France for the ufe 
of the pretender. In the fame county the earl 
of Cromartie fell into an ambufcade, and was 
taken by the militia of Sutherland, who, likewife, 
routed a body of rebels at Gold{pie. 

In the beginning of April, the duke of Cum- 
berland began his march from Aberdeen; and, 
Contrary to expectation, he was permitted to 
pafs the deep and rapid river Spey, without op- 
polition from the rebels, though about three 
thuufand Highlanders appeared, and the banks 
were fiecp and difficult of afcent on the oppofite 


* Though tnis incitentsvas not mentioned in the ac- 
count publiihed by government, of the battle of Cul- 
loden, the tats urdueftionable; and the fatigue which 
the rebels had experser.ced, contributed greatly to the 
fuccefs uf the day. On the fixieenti: of April, early in 
the mosning, the whole royal army marched from Nairn, 
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fide, It was not timidity, however, but the 
prefumption of their leaders, that reftrained the 
rebels from difputing the paffage of the royal 
army, arefolution having been taken in a coun- 
cil of war to leave the fords of the Spey open, 
and for this ftrange reafon, “that the greater 
“ number of the king’s troops that fhould pafs 
“ the river, the fewer would efcape; as they 
“* entertained no doubt of being able to cut off 
“ the whole.” 

It was even propofed, that, as a battle now 
feemed inevitable, a party fhould be difpatched, 
to get between the Spey and the king's troops, 
in order to preclude thtir retreat. ‘Che king’s 
army, however, had an eafy and undifturbed 
paffage over the Spey. 

On the fixtecnth of April, the duke’s birth- 
day, the royalifts halted at Nairn. A’council 
of war was now held by the rebels; and they 
embraced the defperate refolution of marching 
by night to Nairn, and attacking the king’s army, 
whom they fuppofed to be enjoymg undifturbed 
repofe, after ceebratng the anniverfary of the 
duke’s nativity. 

The rebels then lay at Culloden; and, being 
obliged to take a circuit, they had a march of 
ten miles to perform, before they could arrive 
at Nairn. They proceeded, however, with ad- 
mirable fecrecy, till they came within three 
milgs of the royal army, when, through the 
darknefs of the night, one of their divifions loft 
its way. The other, however, continued to ad- 
vance within a mile of the king’s troops, when 
lord George Murray apprehending, ion the 
neighing of a horfe, that their march was dif- 
covered, and perceiving that one of their di- 
vifions had fallen back, or emiflaken its way, 
ordered aretreat. The pretender was no fooner 
informed of this circumftance, than he ecx- 
claimed in a violent rage, that he was betrayed ; 
but, regardiefs of his remonftrances, the men 
wheeled about, and, by eight in the morning, 
the whole of them returned to their camp at 

The 
in four columns; three of them formed by the fout, of 
five battalions each; and one of horfe on the leit; the 
artillery and baggage being on the right of the trl co- 
luma, After proceeding about eight mites, the advanced 

vards obferved the rebels at fome diflance,. making a 


motion towards them. In conlequence of which, the 
king’ 
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The duke of Sumberland quitted Nairn early 
in the morning, and came in fight of the re- 
bels about noon*. They were drawn up in 
thirteen divifions under their refpeftive lead- 
ers, near Culloden Houfe, to the number of 
feven thoufand five hundred men, with four 
pieces of cannon before their center, where 
the pretender was ftationed, and the fame num- 
ber on each wing. Tle duke of Cumberland 
drew up his army in three lines, difpofed in 
excellent order for refifting the fierce attack of 
the rebels; feveral pieces of cannon being placed 
between the lines, and every fecond rank inftruét- 
ed to referve its fire: in confequence of which, 
when the Highlanders, having thrown away their 
mufkets, according to cuftom, advanced ‘with 
their broad-fwords, they were not only received 
on the point of the bayonet, but galled by an 
unexpected fire of mufketry, and blown into 
the air by a concealed artillery. The event was 
fuch as William had promifed himfelf. The 
rebel army, after an ineffeCtual ftruggle of thirty 
minutes, was totally routed, and chafed off the 
field with great flaughter. The king’s troops, 
but efpecially the dragoons, exafperated by their 
former loffes, difgraces, and the fatigues of a 
winter campaign, gave no quarter. Near two 
thoufand of the rebels were killed in the battle 
and purfuit, and only three hundred and ten 
of the royal army. Among the former was 


king’s army immediately formed, and marched within a 

mile of the rebels, whom they perceived to be pofted be- 

ia old walls and huts, in a line with Culloden 
oufe. 

The earl of Kilmarnoek was taken in the field of 
battle; lord Balmerino furrendered himfelf a few days 
after. The marquis of Tullibardine followed his ex- 
ample. Among the prifoners were four ladies, who 
had been very inftrumental in procuring friends to the 
pretender; and one of them, in particular, lady Mackin- 
tufh, though her hufband was at that time an officer in the 
king’s army, had prevailed ona great many of her clan to 
join in the rebellion. 

* April 16. 

¢ A poor gentleman, who had no concern in the re- 
bellion, but whofe humanity had induced him to admi- 
nifter to the neceffities of Charles, being apprehended 
and condued before a court of juftice, was afked, how 
he dared to affift the king’s greateft enemy; and why, 
having always appeared to bea loyal fubjeét, he did not 
deliver up the pretender, and claim the reward of thirty 
thoufand pounds offered by government for his perfon? 
“ Tonly gave him,” replied the prifoner, “« what nature 
‘t feemed to require, a night’s lodging, and a humble 
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a Robert Kerr, fon of the marquis of Lo- 
thian. 

No viétory was ever more complete than that 
gained by the duke of Cumberland at Culloden, 
nor any more important in its confequences. 
All the pretender’s hopes, and even his courage, 
abandoned him with his good fortune. 

The duke of Cumberland, immediately after 
the attion, proceeded to Invernefs, of which he 
took poffefion. He then advanced to Fort 
Auguftus, and having received the fubmiffion 
of almoft all the clans and chieftains, returned 
to London, which he entered amidft the accla- 
mations of the people. 

The pretender, upotr his retreat from the field 
of battle, held a conference with fome of his 
principal adherents; but finding his affairs def 
perate, he defired each of them to confult his 
own fafety, while be himfelf, affuming various 
difguifes, the better to elude the fagacity of his 
purfuers, continued to wander about, a wretch- 
ed fugitive, for the {pace of five months, during: 
which time, he was deftitute of the neceffaries 
of life, and fuffered greater hardfhips and 
calamities than perhaps any other perfon ever 
furvived. At laft, on the tenth of Auguft, 
he embarked on board a French frigate, called 

| the Bellona of Nantz; and, after having been 

, chafed by two Englifl men of war, arrived in 

' fafety at Rofcau near Morlaix in Bretagne ie ‘ 
rit 


“ repaft. And, who, among mv judges, thongh poor as 
“Tam, would have fought to acquire affluence, by vio- 
“ lating the rights of hofpitality, to earn the price of 
“ blood” The court was confufed at the fimple elo- 
quence of this untulored orator: the fuit was difmiffed, 
and the prifoner fet at liberty.—So much fironger an im- 
preffion does fellow-feeling and the fen‘e of natural equity 
make on the human breaft, than the dictates of political 
law, though enforced by the greateft rewards or the fe- 
vereft punifhments! 

The heroic attachment of a gallant youth, of the name 
of Mackenzie, greatly facilitated the efcape of the pre» 
tender. About the twentieth of July, When Charles had 
fled for fafety to the top of the mountain of Mammyn- 
callum in Lochaber, the royal troops furprifed a party of 
his followers in a hut, on the fide of the mountain, and 
obliged them to furrender, after an obftinate refiftance. 
One young man, however, found a method of making his 
efcape. The prifoners affured the commanding officer 
that the perfon who had thus er was the preten- 
der, Animated by the profpeé of an immenfe reward, 
‘the foldiers eagerly purfucd, and at length overtook the 
fugitive. They defired him to fubmit, as refiftance 

| would be incBeCtual: and nels that they Gua 
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and therefore are beft known by the titles of the 
a@ts which were paffed. By one of thefe, the 
fum of twenty-five thoufand pounds per annum, 
was added to the revenue of the duke of Cum- 
berland, for his gallant behaviour in fuppreffing 
rebellion, and the thanks of both houfes were 
voted him on his obtaining the viétory at Cul- 
Joden. 

By another, the government was impowered 
to fummon all fufpeéted perfons in Scotland to 
appear at Edinburgh, or wherever it fhould be 
judged expedient, and oblige them to procure 
fureties for their peaceable deportment. By a 
third, the earl of Kellie, the vifcount Strathallan, 
lord Pitfligo, and feveral other Scottifh noblemen 
and gentlemen, were declared attainted, unlefs 
they furrendered themfelves before the twelfth 
of July 1746. By a fourth, the exercife of the 
epifcopal religion was prohibited in Scotland, 
except by fuch minifters as qualified themfelves, 
by taking the ogths to the government; an aét, 
which was deemed the more neceffary, as moft 
of the Epifcopalians in that kingdom, were pro- 
fefled Jacobites. 

A fifth a& was paffed for effe€tuallv difarming 
the Highlands of Scotland, and preferving the 

ace of that part of the country; for reftrain- 
ing the ufe of the Highland drefi*, which was 
fuppofed to keep up party diftin€tions; and for 
indemnifying fuch perfons as had a€ted in de- 
fence of his maje(ty’s perfon and government, 
during the continuance of the unnatural rcbel- 
lion. 

Notwithftanding the facility with which the 
rebellion had been fuppreffed, the attempt was 
produttive of fatal confequences to the intereft 
of the common caufe, by occafioning fo large 
a draught of Bnitith troops from the Nether- 
lands. The French did not fail to avail them- 
felves of fo favourable an opportunity; and the 
advantages they gained were fo confiderable as 


who he was. He feemed to acquicice in their miftake, 
but refufed quarter, and died with his {word in his hand, 
exclaiming as he fell, “ You have killed your prince!” 
—Independent of thefe generous expreffions, the perfon 
fain refembled fo much, in all refpeds, the defcription 
of the pretendcr given to the army, that an end was im- 
mediately put to farther purfuit: and though govern- 
ment preteaded to difcredit the report, a gencsal belief 
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With regard to the proceedings of this fefiion , 


in parliament, the members were now fo una ; 
nimous, that they hardly produced a debate, © 


to encourage thens to form one of the moft ab- 
furd and ridiculous fchemes, that can well be 
imagined. This projeét was to prevail with 
Van Hoey, the Dutch minifter at Paris, to tranf- 
mit to the Englifh miniftry a letter, intended to 
deter them from punifhing the rebel prifoners, 

The French king, it muft be acknowledged, 
had no great inclination to countenance fuch a 
meafure; but being ftipulated, and even re- 
proached, by Tencin and his clergy, he was at 
laft induced to order his minifter, d’Argencon, 
to write a letter to Van Hoey, in favour of the 
Britith rebels. 

Had Van Hoey a€ted with that caution and 
circumfpe&tion, which his chara€ter and ftation 
required, he would have entirely fuppreffed this 
letter; but his vanity aud weaknefs, and, above 
all, his declared attachment to the French court, 
would not permit him to purfue fo rational a 
ftep. He immediately tranfmitted it to the duke 
of Newcaftle, together with a letter of his own, 
in which he prefumed to enfgrce the fame 
topics. The duke laid the Ictter before his ma- 
jeftv, who, pica it to be contrary to the 
honour and dignity of his crown, forbade any 
anfwer to be returned to d'Argencon; and dis 
reGted Mr. Trevor, the Britihh minifter at the 
Hague, to prefent a very fevere remonftrance 
again Van Hoey’s conduét, which he affirmed 
to be equally unjuftifiable and unprecedented. 
At the fame time, he informed their High 
Mightineffes, that his majefty had commanded 
him to demand of them fuch a public and diftin- 
guithed fatisfa€tion, as might, in fome meafureg 
be proportionable to the fcandal, which this pro- 
ceeding had attached to every friend to the ho- 
nour, liberty, and religion of the two powers, 
In confequence of this reprefentation, Van 
Hoey was feverely reprimanded by his mafters, 
and ordered to prefent a fubmitive letter to the 
duke of Newcaftle, foliciting pardon for his be- 
haviour; an injunction with which that gentle. 
man found it neceflary to comply. 

The Britith mingters were too magnanimous 
ef the pretender’s death prevailed, and little fearch was 
afterwards made to difcover him. 

* This a& has been fince repealed, from a conviGtion 
of its inexpediency. Tt feems extraordinary that it thould 
ever have been fuppofed, that men would become more 
loyal or fubmiffive becaufc they were compelled to wear 
ores now with peculiar delicacy denominated /mait 
¢ ° 
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to punifh the rebels for Van Hoey’s impru- 
dence; but there was an abfolute neceflity for 
fome examples of juftice. Bills of indiétment 
for high treafon were found by the county of 
Surry againft the earls of Kilmarnock and Cro- 
martie, and lord Balmerino. Thefe noblemen 
were tried by their peers in Weftminfter Hall, 
the lord chancellor prefiding as lord high fteward 
on the occafion. 

The two earls confeffed their crime, and, in 
pathetic fpeeches, folicited his majefty’s mercy. 
Lord Balmerino pleaded not guilty: he denied 
his having been at Carlifle at the time mention- 
ed in the indi€tment; but this exception was 
over-ruled; he then moved a point of law in 
arreft of judgment, and was permitted to be 
heard by his council. Being informed, how- 
ever, that this plea was frivolous, he thought 
proper to acquiefce; aud fentence of death was 
pafled upon him and his two affociates. Cro- 
martie’s lite, at the interceffion of his lady, was 
fpared ; but the other two were beheaded on 
Tower Hill. 

Kilmarnock was a nobleman of elegant oc- 
complifhments; he had been educated in re- 
volution principles, and engaged in the rebellion, 
partly from the defperate fituation of his fortune, 
partly from refentment to the government, on 
account of his being deprived of a penfion, 
which he had for fome time enjoyed. He was 
attended to the fcaffold bv Dr. Fofter, the cele- 
brated diffenting preacher, and by a clergyman 
of the church of England, to whom he was 
nearly related. Fofler’s enemies pretended, that 
he had flattered his lordfhip with the hopes of 
a pardon, on condition that he manitefted a 
fhew of penitence to the laft. This calumny, 
for it was probably no other, seceived fome 
countenance by Kilmarnock’s raifing his head 
after it was laid upon the block, and’ looking 
earneftly round among the fpe€tators. He died. 
however, with decency and compofure, and 
fhewed {trong marks of penitence. 

Balmerino’s behaviour, on this folemn occa- 
fion, though very different from that of hil- 
mamneck, was far from fuch as his enemies re- 

rted. He had been bred a foldier, and obey- 
ing the dittates of his heart, behaved in a more 
refolute manner. He would, could he have ob- 
tained it, have accepted of a pardon from the 
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crown; but finding all his applications ineffec- 
tual, he prepared himfelf for death with great 
fortitude and refolution. The moft accurate ob- 
fervers could not difcover in his eye or gefture, 
the fmaHeft fymptom of concern, much lefs of 
fear: but he was fo far from being infenfible, 
that he was obferved to check his natural bold- 
nefs, feft the fpe€tators fhould accufe him of in- 
decency. He maintained his political principles 
to the laft. 

By this time lord Lovat had, by the indefa- 
tigable zeal of his purfuers, been taken, and, 
together with Murray of Broughton, condutted 
to London, where they were imprifoned in the 
Tower. To the fame place had lately been 
committed the earl of Traquair, who was 
ftrongly fufpeéted of having maintained a cor- 
tefpondence with the pretender, and of having 
taken an a€tive part in fomenting the rebellion. 
He was one of the feven affociators, who had 
figned a writing, engaging themfelves to venture 
their lives and fortunes, in reftoring the Stuart 
family to the throne of Great Britain. The other 
fix were lord Lovat, fir Jatnes Campbell of 
Auchinbreck, Cameron, the younger, of Lochiel, 
John Stuart, brother to the earl of Traquair, 
the earl of Perth, and John Drummond, Perth’s 
brother. 

Traquair, it appeared, had been ftationed at 
London, as an agent of the party, to procure 
them the neceflary intelligence, and found the 
difpofition of their Englith friends; but, in this 
ftation, it appeared that he had not aéted to the 
fatisfa€tion of the other confpirators, who ac- 
cufed him of negligence, and even of infidelity. 

As Lovat was now in cuftody, a refolution 
was formed to profecute him to the utmoft extent 
of the law: it was at the fame time determined, 
that, in the courfe of his trial, the whole plan 
of the rebellion fhould be laid open to the pub- 
lic; and this could not be effeftually done, 
without making fecretary Murray, who was now 
alfo a prifoner, an evidence for the crown. 
Murray, who had been born a gentleman, and 
had fentiments of honour, would willingly have 
excufed himfelf from the difagreeable talk of 
appearing in the charaéter of an informer: but, 
as he had very little regard for Lovat himfelf, 
to whofe dilatory and wavering conduét he im- 
puted, in a great meafure, the ruin of their 
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canfe; and as he had few difcoveries to make 
but what had already been made by the earl of 
Traquair, he agreed to ferve the crown on this 
important occafion. 

s great however had been Lovat’s artifice, 
that government found it difficult to proceed 
againit him, as they had done againft the other 
lords, by way of indictment; and the commons 
were therefore obliged to impeach him before 
his peers. When he was placed at the bar of 
the upper houfe, he appeared to be very aged 
and infirm. He had all the indulgence that 
could pofliblv be expeéted: counfel and foli- 
citors were readily afligned him. 


In the courfe of his trial, which was Jong and » 


folemn, the evidence againft him was clear and 
convincing, and all the particulars of his cha- 
rater and conduét, which have already been 
mentioned, were fully detailed. Some ob- 
jeGtions, indeed, were made to the compe- 
tency of fecretary Murray’s evidence: but it 
was afterwards allowed to be admiffible*. 

On his being remanded to the Tower, he 
made fome attempts to procure a pardon; but, 
finding his applications were wholly ineffectual, 
he at once difcovered his natural difpofition, and 
avowed himfelf a Jacobite and a Papift. His 
behaviour on the fcaffold was remarkably cheer- 
ful and even facetious. [le died, not only with 
compofure, but with dignity, after having fur- 
veyed the croud with attention, examined the 
axe, and jefted with the executioner, exclaimed 
in feeming triumph, 


Dulce et decorum eft pro patria mori! 


 *Tis great, ’tis noble, thrones ufurp’d to fhake, 
“«« And {weet to die for oar dear couniry’s fake +.” 


Courts of judicature were opened in South- 
wark and in the north of England, for the trial 
of the rebel officers of inferior note. Out of 
forty-three, who were condemned at London, 
no more than feventeen were executed on Ken- 
nington Common, and in that neighbourhood. 


* The prifoner delivered along fpeech in extenuation 
of the crime, of which he was accufed. He faid, that 
he had once been in a condition to do fome fervice to 
the government: that, thould his life he fpared, he 
might fiill have it ia his power to promote the intereft of 
the fame caufe: that mercy as well as juftice pelonged 
to fovereigns: and that, if his majcfly would extend his 
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Nine were executed at Carlifle, fix at Brumpton, 
feven at Penrith, and eleven at York. The com: 
mon men were tranfported to the plantations. 
Equal lenity was fhewn in other parts of thé 
kingdom ; nor were any put to death, except 
thofe, whofe conduct had been attended with 
fome circumftances of a very aggravating na- 
ture. 

In November following, Mr. Ratcliff, the ti- 
tular earl of Derwentwater, who had been 
taken in a fhip bound to Scotland, was arraign- 
ed on a former fentence paffed againft him in 
1716. He refufed to scknewledge the autho- 
rity of the court, and pleaded, that he wasa 
fubject of France, honoured with a commiffion 
in the fervice of his moft Chriftian majefty. The 
identity of his perfon being proved, a rule was 
made for his execution: and on the eighth of 
December he fuffered decapitation with great 
ferenity and compofure. 

The French, taking advantage of the rebel- 
lion in England, had made confiderable progrefs 
in their conquefts on the continent. In the be- 
ginning of February, marfhal Saxe, to the afto- 
nifhment of all Europe, and the terror of the 
confederates, took Bruffels, the capital of Bra. 
bant; though it was defended by a garrifon of 
ten thoufand men. 

In the month of April, Lewis XV. joined his 
vi€torious troops, put himfelf at the head of his 
army, amounting to one hundred and twenty 
thoufand men, and advanced towards Antwerp, 
which immediately fubmitted. Encouraged by 
this fuccefs, he ordered the prince of Conti to 
inveft Mons with a ftrong detachment, an hun- 
dred and forty pieces of cannon, and eighty 
mortars. Though the garrifon did not exceed 
four thoufand men, they continued, for fome 
time, to make a refolute defence; but, on the 
twenty-feventh of July, they were obliged to 
furrender themfelves prifoners of war. The re- 
du@tion of Mons was followed by that of St. 
Guiflain and Charleroy; and the French king, 


mercy to him, he would thew his loyalty, and deferve 
more than twenty fuch heads as his were worth. 

+ A fentiment fo fublime from the mouth of a man 
who had lived in the habitual violation of every moral 
duty, and whofe fole obje& was felf-intereft, forms a 
fevere cenfure on the common patriotic pretenfions. 


having 
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having now made himfelf matter of Flanders, 
Brabant, and Hainault, iffued an edit, re-an- 
nexing to his crown all the places which had 
formerly belonging to it, and had been given up 
by the treaty of Utrecht. 

Meanwhile the allied army, confifting of 
forty-four thoufand men, lay in their entrench- 
ments behind the Demer; and, as they were fo 
much inferior to the French in number, they had 
never attempted to interrupt them in their con- 
aa but being now reinforced by the Hef- 
ian troops from Scotland, and a frefh body of 
Auftrians under count Palfy, fo as to amount, 
in the whole, to about eighty-feven thoufand, 
including the Dutch forces commanded by the 
prince of Waldeck, they refolved to take the 
field, and give a check to the enemy. 

Prince Charles of Lorraine, whe commanded 
them, imagined, that the next ftorm would fall 
upon Namur: he, therefore, directed his march 
towards that place, and took poft in an advan- 
tageous fituation on the eighteenth of July, in 
fight of the French army, which was encamped 
at Gemblours. Here he continued till the eighth 
of Auguft, when a detachment of the enemy, 
commanded by count Lowendahl, took poffef- 
fion of Huy, a town and caftle of great im- 
portance, where they found a large magazine 
belonging to the confederates, whofe commu- 
nication with Maeftricht was thus cut off, 

Marefchal Saxe, on the other hand, took his 
meafures fo judicioufly, that they were entirely 
deprived of all fupplies of provifion. Prince 
Charles therefore re-paffing the Maefe, aban- 
doned Namur to the efforts of the enemy, by 
whom it was immediately invefted. The trenches 
were opened on the thirteenth of September ; 
and the garrifon, confifting of nine thoufand 
Dutch and Auftrians, defended the place with 
equal fkill and refolution; but the cannonading 
and bombardment were fo terrible, that, ina 
few days, the place was converted into a heap 
of rubbifh ; and on the twenty-ninth of the fame 
month, the French monarch took poffeffion of 
this ftrong fortrefs, which had formerly withitood 
fuch wonderful affaults. 

In the mean time the confederate army, which 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Maeftricht, 
was joined by fome Dutch and Bavarian bat- 
talions, under fir John Ligonier; and prince 

Vol. ILI. No. 100. 


269 


Charles refolved to give the enemy battle. With 
this view he croffed the Maefe, and advanced « 
towards the French, whom he found fo advan- 
tageoufly pofted at Tongres, that he thought 
proper to return to Maeftricht, 

On the feventh of O&tober, he paffed the 
Jaar in his retreat; and his rear was attacked 
by the enemy, who were repulfed with confi- 
derable lofs. But the enterprifing Saxe, being 
reinforced by a body of troops under the count de 
Clermont, determined to bring the confederates 
to an engagement. On the tenth of the month, 
he paffed the Jaar, while the alfies took poffe(tion 
of the villages of Liers, Warem, and Roucoux, 
and drew up their forces in order of battle. 

At break of day the enemy advanced in three 
columns, each of which was preceded by thirty 
pieces of artillery ; and about noon a terrible 
cannonading began. At two o'clock, prince 
Waldec on the left was charged with great fury, 
and after an obftinate rcliftance was obliged to 
rete. The three villages were attacked in co- 
lumns by brigades ; and as cne brigade was re- 
pulfed, another fucceeded; in confequence of 
which, the allies were forced to abandon thefe 
pofis, and retreat towards Macftricht with the 
lofs of five thoufand men. The viftory, how- 
ever, coft the French general about double that 
number of ives ; though it was attended with no 
material advantage to them. In this battle, fir 
John Ligonier, the earls of Crawford and Rothes, 
brigadier Douglafs, major-general Zaftrow, and 
almoft all the officers of the allies, diftinguifhed 
themfelves greatly by their gallantry and good 
conduct. With this battle, in which the Auf- 
trians had little fare, and which was attended 
with no {mall confequences, the operations of 
the campaign in the Low Countries ended. Both 
armies, diffatisfied with the iffue of the ation, 
and apparently afhamed of fuch an idle wafte of 
blood, went foon after into winter quarters. 

Happily for the allies, the houfe of Bourbon 
was not fo fuccefsful this fummer in Italy, though 
artful meafures had been adopted during the 
winter, to acquire an abfolute fuperiority over 
the houfe of Auftria in that country ; where Don 
Philip and Maillebois, who had been remark: 
ably fuccefsful the preceding campaign, were 
ftill at the head of powerful armies. Lewis XV. 
being informed of the defeétion of the king of 

8 ¥ Prutia, 


270 
Pruffia, without confulting the court of Madrid, 
‘made advantageous propofals to the king of Sar- 
dinia; which were readily accepted, and a cef- 
fation of hoftilities figned*. But Lewis had 
foon reafon to repent of his precipitation. The 
king of Spain who was ftill at the head of the 
adminiftration, provoked at any difmemberment 
of the poffeffions intended for the infant Don 
Philip, accufed the king of France with a breach 
of the treaty of Fontainbleau; and though mat- 
ters were afterwards adjufted between the two 
courts, and the treaty with the king of Sardinia 
broken off, their interefts fuffered feverely by 
this mifund ‘ritanding, which created a tempo- 
rary jealoufv between the French and Spanith 
armies. An almoft total inaftion was the confe- 
quenca; and that ina€tion produced new jea- 
loufies, and mutual accufations, which led to the 
greateft misfortunes. 

In the mean time the king of Sardinia, the 
molt politic prince of his time, having in vain 
folicited the figning of the definitive treaty with 
France, made himfelf mafter of Afti, one of the 
ftrongett places in Italy, which was garrifoned 
with five thoufand Trench troops. ‘The pre- 
tence alledged for this violation of his engage- 
ments was, the danger of the citadel of Milan 
fai.ing into the hands of the Spaniards, who 
were preparing to befiege it; but his real mo- 
tive was, a defire of recovering the confidence 
of his old, or of bringing matters to a crifis with 
his new allies. The fuccefs of the meafure ex- 
ceeded his moft fanguine expectations. The 
confederates were confirmed in their opinion 
of his good faith, and the king of France was 
ftill amufed with affurances of friendfhip. Don 
Philip accufed Maillebois of treachery in not at- 
tempting to recover Aftit. And the Spaniards, 
having no confidence in their allies, immediately 
raifed the fiege of the citadel of Milan, and 
marched to Pavia; while the French general, 
fearing his communication with Genoa and-Pro- 
vence might be cut off by the Auftrians, whofe 
ftrength daily increafed in Italy, evacuated all 


® This treaty, which fecured to Don Philip, befides 
Parma and Placenza, a thare of the duchy of Milan and 
all Cremona, had for its chief obje@, on the part of the 
king of Sardima, the independency of Haly. It there- 
fore provided, that no italian fate thould be gnited to 
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the countries in the neighbourhood of the Tanaro 
and the Po, and retired to Novi. 

The Auftrian army, under prince Lichtenttein, 
now amounted to forty thoufand men, and that 
of the king of Sardinia to thirty-fix thoufand of 
his own troops. Having no formidable enemy 
to oppofe them, on account of the mifunder- 
ftanding between the French and Spaniards, they 
recovered all the Piedmontefe fortreffes; and 
entering the duchy of Milan, drove Maillebois 
from Novi, ravaged the territory of Cremona, 
and took Lodi, Guaftalla, Parma, and other 
places, In the mean time a reconciliation hav- 
ine been effe€ted between the courts of Ver- 
failles and Madrid, Maillebois formed a jun@ion 
with Don Philip at Placenza, and a refolution 
was formed to force the Auftrian camp at St, 
Lazaro, before the arrival of the king of Sar- 
dinia, An attack wag accordingly made and 
ftrongly fupported; but fo matterly was the 
conduét of prince Lichtenftetn, and fo obftinate 
the courage of the Auftrians, that the affailants 
were obliged to retire, after a fanguinary conteft 
of about nine hours, leaving fix thoufand men 
dead upon the ficld, and about an equal number 
wounded. 

Soon after this difafter, Don Philip received 
intelligence of an event which altered the face 
of affairs in Europe, and threw him and his 
affociates into great perplexity; the death of 
Philip V. of Spain, in the fixty-third year of his 
age. ‘The chief ingredients of his charaéter, 
during the laft twenty years of his life, were 
indolence, uxorioufnefs, and bigotry. Weak, 
but virtuous; he was governed fucceflively by 
two ambitious women, who infufed freth {pirit 
into the Spanifh councils, and roufed him, not- 
withftanding his natural indolence, to the moft 
vigorous meafures, and the moft arduous enter- 
prizes. He was the firft prince of the houfe of 
Bourbon, who fat upon the Spanifh throne, 
under whom the flumbering genius of the na- 
tion began to revive, and with it the {plendour 
of the monarchy. He was fucceeded by his 


the crown of France, Spain, or the Imperial crown. Mem. 
de Noalles, tom. iv. 

+ He would have ordered that general to be arrefed, 
had not his rage been moderated by the count de Gages, 
who commanded under hun, Mem, de Noailles, 
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fon Ferdinand VL who at firft embraced with | retired on account of indifpofition now advanced 


ardor the principles of the union between the 
two branches oF the houfe of Bourbon, and re- 
folved fteadily to purfue the objeéts for which 
that union had been formed by Elizabeth Far- 
nefe, the queen-dowager, who ftill direfted the 
councils of Madrid. 

Don Philip and Maillebois, however, igno- 
rant of the fentiments of the new king with 
regard to the Italian war, and. ftrongly preffed by 
the allies, began to think of fecuring his com- 
munication with France. A retreat was there- 
fore agreed upon. This was confidered as a 
very defperate expedient, and as fuch oppofed 
by the count de Gages, as the king of Sardinia 
had now joined the Auftrian army, and affumed 
the chief command. But without the affurance 
of immediate fupport, it was perhaps the beft 
that could be adopted in fuch circumftances, as 
the French and Spaniards were in danger of be- 
ing inclofed between the Po, the Lambro, the 
Tidona, and the Trebbia, by a vaftly fuperior 
and victorious force. 

The retreat was conducted with great ability 
by the count de Maillebois, fon of the marcfchal 
of that name. Fle Jed the van, and his father 
and the count de Gages brought up the rear: 
but they could not prevent the king of Sardinia 
from attacking them to advantage at Rotto 
Fredo, where they behaved with great gallantry, 
but fuffered a fevere lofs. The furrender of 
Piacenza, which was defended by four thoufand 
men, under the marquis de Caftello, was the 
confequence of this vitory. 

The Piecdmontefe and Auftrians, condufted 
by the king of Sardinia, affified by the generals 
Botta and Brown (prince Lichtenflein having 


* The Genoefe, unable to make any refiftance, fent 
deputies to Botta, from whom they had fome reafon to 
expect good treatment; but teat gentleman threw them 
down a paper containing the foliowing articles: that 
one of the gates of the city thould immediately be de- 
livered up: that the fenate fhould order the garrifon of 
Gavi, as well as that of Genoa, to furrender themfelves 
prifoners of war to the Auftrians: that, as long as the 
war fhould continue, the Auftrians and their allies fhould 
have free accefs into all the cities and fortreiles of the re- 
bua that all the harbours and forts of the ftate thould 

e open and free to the Auftrians and their allies, their 
failors and thip-mafters: that the Genocfe fhould commit 
no hoflilities againft the Auftrians or their allies, nor 
fuffer them to be committed by any of their fubjects: that 
they thould immediately deliver up all the arms, artillery, 


to Tortona, which was furrendered.to them, ‘ 
while the French and Spaniards took fhelter 
under the cannon of Genoa. Flere a ftron 
oppofition was expeCted, as that city, by its fitu- 
ation, is very capable of defence. But the mar- 
quis de las Minas, who had fucceeded the count 
de Gages, thought it imprudent to hazard the 
lofs of the remains of the Spanifh army. Mail- 
lebois concurred in his opinion, and the Ge- 
noefe, after repeated affurances of fupport, were 
abandoned to their fate. Don Philip retired to- 
wards Savoy, which was ftill in his pofleffion, 
and Maillebois into Provence. ; 

The retreat of the French and Spaniards was 
immediately followed by the furrender of Genoa. 
That haughty republic was, at this time, an ob- 
je&t of fo much importance to the welfare of 
the common caufe, that all Europe was inte- 
refted in its fate. It was now fubjeéted to the 
moft humiliating conditions, and the proud city 
oppreffed with arbitrary demands. The arro- 
gance and rapacity of Botta, the Auftrian ge- 
neral, to whom the command of the place was 
committed, exceeded all defcription. And be- 
ing encouraged in his tyrannical proceedings 
by the court of Vienna, which feemed deter- 
mined to reduce the Genoefe to the moft abjeét 
{tate of wretchednefs; moft cruel exactions, and 
even thofe of Coteck, the commiffary-general, 
who furpaffed him in rapacity, were thought too 
miid and moderate *. 

The Auftrian and Piedmontefe armies having 
no longer any enemy to encounter, the com- 
manders were employed in deliberating towards 
what quarter they fhould dire&t their arms. 
Botta, knowing the heart of his miftrefs was 


and other warlike ftores, be!onging to the French, Spa- 
niards, and Neapolitans, and difcover all the officers 
and foldicrs of thefe nations iow in Genoa. without the 
leaft exception: that all the Auftrian prifoners and de- 
ferters fhould be inftantly given up: that the Doge, to- 
gether with fix fenators, fhould repair to Vienna, to im- 
plore the queen’s clemency, and afk her pardon: that 
they fhou'd give four fenators as hoftages for the perform. 
ance of thefe articles; and, befides paying immediately 
fifty thoufand fequins to be diftributed among the fuldierss 
they fhould oblige themfelves to pay to count Choteck, 
commiflary-general of the army in Italy, whatever fum 
fhould be agreed on: and finally, that they thould have 
twenty-four hours and no more to deliberate whether of 
not they would furrender upon thefe conditions, 
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fet upon recovering Naples, propofed that the 
Genoefe fhould be compelled to furnifh tran- 
fports for invading that kingdom. And had fuch 
invation been inftantly undertaken, it’could not 
have failed of fuccefs, as the king of Naples had 
few regular troops befides thole in the army of 
Don Philip. 

But the king of Sarpinia had other interefts 
to attend to. He had no defire to fee the houfe 
of Auftria too powerful in Italy. He therefore 
perfuaded the court of London, which held the 
purfe, and conicquently had the principal di- 
re€tion in the courfe of a long and expenfive 
war, that it would be more advantageous to the 
common caufe to invade France; and that by 
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fecond engagement with a French fquadron of 
equal or inferior force ; and la Bourdonnais, the 
French Commander, in confequence of Peyton’s 
timidity, made himfelf mafter of Fort Saint 
David's, and the other Britith faétories in India, 
on the coaft of Coromandel. No event of any 
confequence happened on the coaft of North 
America, though it was afcene which promifed 
much fuccefs to the Britifh arms. 

The Britith miniftry, encouraged by the taking 
of Louifbourgh and Cape Breton, had projeéted 
the reduftion of Quebec, the capital of Canada, 
fituated on the river St. Laurence. Intelligence 


‘ to this effeét was accordingly fent to the go- 
vernors of the Englifh colonies in North Ame- 


the co-operation of the Britith fleet, not only . 


Antibes, but Toulon and Marfeilles, might eafily 
be reduced. The confent of the court of Vi- 
enna was obtained, and count Brown entered 
Provence at the head of fifty thoufand men. 
Advancing as far as Draguignan, he levied con- 
tributions on the whole country; while baron 


~ 


—e ew we 


Roth invefted Antibes, which was at the fame : 


time bombarded by a Britifh fquadron, under 
vice-admiral Mfbedlev, But the marefchal de 
Belleifle, a man fruitiul in refources, ard per- 
fectly acquainted with the whole fcience of war, 
having fuccveded Maillebvis in the cominand of 
the French armiv, fo cfivciually cut off the pro- 
vilions of the invaders, and otherwife harrafi.d 
them, that the Auttrian gencral fourd himfelf 
under the neceility of rpafling the Var; and 
the fiege of Antibes was relinquithed, atter many 
fruitlefs efforts both by fea and land, the place 
being gallantly deicnded by the chevalier de 
Sade*. 

The naval tranfaftions of this year reflect little 
honour on the Byitith flag. Nothing of any 
importance happened in the Weft Indies. In 
the Eait Indies, commod re Peyton, who com- 
manded fix large fhips, icnelolly declined a 


* The failure of this expediti n wasina great degree 
owing to avers fingular cl ange cf fortune in Italy. The 
mmhabitants of Genoa, driven to defpan by the of pref> 
fions of tue Auftians, Lad rifun agat ft their conquerors, 
and expel’e! tha... Though degenerate even toa pro- 
verb, they feer.. 1 infaicd with all their ancient {pire 
of liberty when tis felt the galling fetter. of flavery, 
and refo ved fo attempt the recovery of that fr edom 
which tley bad not valour to uctend. Secretly encou- 
raged in this bold purpofe by fome ot the fenaturs, who 


' dudted. 
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rica, and ten thoufand provincial troops were 
actually raifed to favour the attempt. Six re- 
giments were prepared for embarkation at Portf- 
mouth, and fuccefs was expected to be the 
confequence: but the failing of the fleet and 
tran{fports was poftponed, by unaccountable 
delays, till the feafon of aftion in thofe climates 
was too far advanced. A newsdiredtion was 
therefore given to the enterprize, that the arma- 
ment might not be wholly ufticl to the nation. 
A defcent was made on the coaft of Brittany, 
in hopes of furpriling Port ['Quient, the repo- 
fitory of the ftores and fhips belonging to the 
Trench Eaft India company. But this project 
ilfo failed; though not without alarming the 
enemy, and thewing the poflibility of ftriking 
[rance in her very vitals, by means of fuch an 
armament, if well appointed and vigoroufly con- 
Lefiock, rear-admiral of the bluc, who 
commanded the flect, did not properly fecond 
the efforts of the army; which being befides 
deftitute of heavy cannon, could make no im- 
preffion on the place. 

The French were difappe ‘ated in an enterprize 
of a fimilar nature, and of equal magnitude. A 
formidable armament was prepared at Brett for 


alfo direGed their meafures, they flew to arms, deter. 
mined to perifh to aman, rather than ci lute life any longer 
in fuch a cruel and iguominivus fervitade. And fo firm 
was their perfeverance in this refulution, and fo vigorous 
the impulfe by which they were actuated, that the marquis 
de Botta, after having f. ftained great lofs, in a variety of 
Rruggles, was obliged finally to evacuate the city. Nog 
did the patriotic zeal of the Ginacle flop here: they took 
the moft effectual ftcps fur their future (ecurity, convinced 
that they were ftill furrounded by their oppreffors, 


the 
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the recovery of Cape Breton, and the reduétion 
of the Englith fettlement of Annapolis. It con- 
fifted of forty fhips of war, eleven of which were 
of the line; two artillery fhips, and_fifty-fix 
tranfports, carrying three thoufand five hundred 
land forces, and forty thoufand ftand of fmall 
arms, for the ufe of the Canadians and Indians 
in the French intereft, who were expected to 
co-operate with the troops. The fleet failed in 
June, but did not arrive on the coaft of Nova 
Scotia till the beginning of September. A dread- 
ful mortality prevailed on board the tranfports; 
and the whole fleet was attacked by furious and 
repeated ftorms, and either wrecked or difperfed. 
D’Anville, the admiral, with difficulty proceed- 
ed witha few fhips to Quebec; while de la 
Jonquier, who commanded the land forces, and 
had boafted that he would fubdue all the Englith 
fettlements on the continent of America, finding 
his men reduced to an inconfiderable number, 
returned to France without attempting any 
operation. 

The cruifers on all fides, whether belonging 
to the Englifh, French, or Spaniards, were ex- 
tremely active; and though the Englifh loft the 
greater number of fhips, this difference was 
more than compenfated by the fuperior value of 
the prizes taken from the enemy. In the courfe 
of this year, thirteen Spanifh privateers and 
forty feven merchant veffels, including fix re- 
gifter fhips, fell into the hands of the Britifh 
cruifers: from the French they took three men 
of war, thirty eight privateers, two Guinea, and 
ninety-four Domingo and Martinico fhips, wish 
feveral other veffels, amounting in the whole to 
one hundred and forty-three. 

The parliament meeting on the eighteenth of 
November, his majefty in a fpeech to both 
houfes, acquainted them, among other parti- 
culars, that the ftate of the war abroad had re- 
ceived a confiderable alteration: that though 
France had made fome further progrefs in the 


Netherlands, the United Provinces, whofe in- , been 3 fon, Ww. 
a princefs of the royal family of England; feemed 


terefts were fo materially conneéled with his, 
had been prote€ted froin that danger, which 
threatened them at the beginning of the cam- 
paign; and that a ftrong army remained there 
for their defence: that tt had pleafed Gad to 
blefs the arms of his good allies, the emprefs 
queen and the king of Sardinia, with fignal fuc- 
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‘ambitious court of Verfailles. 
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ceffes in Italy: that he had confented to the 
holding conferences at Breda, to know whether 
his enemies would, in reality, agree to fuch 
terms as might be confiftent with the honour of 
his crown, and the true interefts of his king- 
doms: that he was forry to be obliged, at the 
fame time, to acquaint them, that, from the 
unavoidable accidents and confequences of war, 
the funds, appropriated fer the fupport of his 
civil government, had, for fome years paft, fallen 
confiderably fhort of the revenue intended and 
gtanted by parliament; and, therefore, he relied 
on their known affe@tion to him, to adopt fome 
falutary meafures to furnifh this deficiency. 

Addreffes of thanks being prefented by both 
houfes, the commons proceeded to confider the 
fupply. They voted four hundred and thirty- 
three thoufand pounds to the emprefs queen of 
Hungary, and three hundred thoufand to the 
king of Sardinia: they granted four hundred and 
ten thoufand for eighteen thoufand Hanoverians, 
and one hundred and fixty-one thoufand fix hun- 
dred and feven pounds for fix thoufand Heffians. 
They continued the fubfidies to the eleftors of 

| Cologne, Mentz, and Bavaria, ‘and gave five 
hundred thoufand pounds to his majefty for pro- 
fecuting the war. 

The extinG@ion of the rebellion, the zeal of 
the parliament; and the moderation of the go- 
vernment, produced fuch a fpirit of unanimity 
in the nation, that the miniftry was perfetly at 
lei{ure to turn their attention towards peace. 
Several other circumftances happily concurred 
to promote the fame defirable event. The king 
of Spain, one of the belligerent princes, died 
about this time, and his crown devolved to his 
fon Ferdinand. The moderate difpofition of the 
new fovereign of that country, and his fuppofed 
defire of a peace with Great Britain, gave hopes 
of his renunciation of aclofe union with the 


The king of 


Denmark, having alfo departed this life, and 


been fucceeded by his fon, who was married to 


to prognofticate a {peedy termination to the pre- 
fent hoftilities of Europe. 

His Britannic majefty, to manifeft his inclina- 
tion to diminifh the public expence, confented 
to the reduction of three regiments of he rfe into 
dragoons, and propofed difbanding the third and 
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fourth troops of his own life-guards. This pro- 
pol was laid before the commons, by Mr. 

ox, fecretary at war; declaring at the fame 
time, that this fcheme was entirely of his ma- 
jefty’s own devifing. The court of Verfailles 
having difcovered a feeming defire of peace, a 
congrefs was opened at Breda towards the end 
of the campaign; but the French were fo in- 
folent in their demands, that the conferences 
were foon broken off, and all parties prepared 
for war with an increafe of vigour and ani- 
mofity. 


The propofition was received by the commons , 
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erifis, The French could no longer depend on 
the king of Pruffia, who had declared for a 
neutrality: they were now deftitute of the Im- 
perial name, authority, and troops: the forces 
of the Eleflor Palatine, andthe Landgrave of 
Heffe, no longer afted on the fide of France 
and the king of Naples had been obliged t 
recal his troops into his own dominions. 

The king of France prepared to make greater f 
efforts in the field than he had ever done in any 
former period, and to open the compaign in the 
Netherlands at the head of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand men; while a feparate army of 


with the warmeft fentiments of gratitude, and | Sixty thoufand was appointed to aét in Provence. 
was followed by a moft loyal and affectionate | To give the greater effet to this immenfe force, 


addrefs to his majefty *. 

The arrogance of the French, in this negocia- 
tioned, alarmed the fears of the Dutch, and in- 
flamed the refentment and indignation of the 
Englith. The former were convinced of the ab- 
folute neceility of returning to their ancient plan 
cf confederacy, with the courts of London and 
Vienna; and the latter perceived, that nothing 
could be expeéted from the people of France, 
till their marine fhould be reduced to fuch a 
ftate as might oblige them to hearken to rea- 
fonable terms. 


e renewed, in the perfon of marefchal Saxe, 
the title of marefchal de camp general, which 
had not been poffeffed by any perfon fince the 
time of the great Turenne, and which gave him 
a fuperiority over all the marefchals of France, 
and even the princes of the blood. 

The duke of Cumberland had made excellent 
difpofitions for taking the field early in the fpring; 
and in February+ his troops were a€tually in 
motion. The duke, with the Englifh, Hano- 
verians, and Heflians, fixed his head quarters 
at the village of Tilberg, in Dutch Brabant; 


The earl of Sandwich was difpatched to the , the prince of Waldec was pofted with the Dutch 
Hague, as ambaffador extraordinary, in order, | at Breda; and marefchal Bathiani collefted the 


if poflible, to perfuade the ftates to adopt more 
vigorous and refolute meafures ; and the better 
to fecond the negociations of the minifter, the 
duke of Cumberland repaired to Holland, to 
coneert the operations of the enfuing campaign. 

A convention was immediately fettled, by 
which the Dutch engaged to furnifh forty thou- 
fand men: the king of Great Britain undertook 
to furnifh an equal number: the emprefs pro- 
mifed to provide an army of fixty thoufand 
troops; to effet the junétion of fixty thoufand 
Auftrians and thirty thoufand Piedmontefe, to 
make an irruption into France ; and laffly, to 
employ a feparate body of fifteen thoufand men 
to awe the king of Sicily. An alliance with 
the emprefs of Ruflia was alfo formed at this 


* By thefe retrenchments, about feventy thoufand 
nds were aunually taved: but the zeal of Gallic 
wifreprefentation a‘hrmed, that the hing had been obliged, 
by the impoverihhed fate of the uation, to difband his 
houfcs old troops; but the credit cf this report vanithed, 


| ree and Bavarians in the neighbourhood 
of V 


enlo. 

Saxe, in the mean time, kept his troops in 
their cantonments, between Bruges, Antwerp, 
and Bruffels, where they were furnifhed with 

lenty of provifions, and eafed of all kind of la- 

ur and fatigue; while the confederates, 
through the inexcufable negligence of the Dutch 
and Auftrians, were ill fupplied with even the 
common neceffaries of life, and lay inaCtive for 
about fix weeks. 

This ina€tivity deprived the confederates of 
all the advantages they had promifed themfelves 
from an early campaign; while marefchal Saxe, 
by keeping his troops in good condition, had 
leifure to form a plan of operations, which, if 


and mortification difpelled the rifing joy of the enemies 
of Great Britain, when the unprecedented amount of the 
ae and the rapidity of the fubfcriptions to the loans, 
aflailed their cars, 
t A. D, 1717. 
fteadily 
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fteadily purfued, might add credit to his new 

dignitv. This was no other than to carry the 

aris of France into the very heart of the United 

ce by inftantly attacking Dutch Bra- 
nf. 

A fcheme for this purpofe was tranfmitted 
to the court of Verfailles, in expe€tation of the 
king's approbation. There it met with a violent 
oppofition from fuch of the miniftry, as had 
adopted the proje€t of peace and commerce. 
They reprefented, that a dire€t attack upon the 
Dutch territories would certainly be attended 
with a revolution in their government, and, per- 
haps, with an alteration in the fyftem of Europe, 
which might be produftive of the moft fatal 
confequences to the French nation. The fcheme, 
however, was ftrongly fupported by Tencin and 
his party; and, the king being of the fame gpi- 
nion, orders were fent to the marefchal to begin 
his operations without delay. As a previous 
ftep to this invafion, a declaration was drawn 
up in the name of the French monarch, and 
communicated to the ftates by the Abbé de la 
Ville, his minifter at the Hague. 

In the mean time, marefchal Saxe, having 
fettled with the French miniftry the plan of 
operations, began his military career, taking the 
field at the head of a prodigious army; and im- 
mediately detached his friend and relative count 
Lowendhal, with twenty-feven thoufand men 
to invade Dutch Brabant. At the fame time, 
the French minifter at the Hague, prefented a 
memorial to the States, in the name of his 
matter, ftating, that his moft Chriftian majefty, 
in thus entering the territories of the republic, 
had no idea of coming to a rupture with their 
high mightineflgs. He only wifhed to obviate 
the dangerous effetts of the proteftion they af- 
forded to the troops of the queen of Hungary 
and the king of England; that he had therefore, 
ordered the commander of his troops to ob- 
ferve the ftri€teft difcipline, and enjoined them 
not to offer any diflurbance to the religion, go- 
vernment, or commerce of the republic. And 
he concluded with declaring, that he would 
confider the places and countries of which he 
fhould be obliged to take poffeffion, for his own 
fecurity, merely asa ledge, which he promifed 
to reflore, as foon as the United Provinces fhould 
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| give fufficieut affurance that they would no 
longer affift the enemies of his crown. 

Marefchal Saxe had entrufted the execution 


_ of his military operations to count Lowendahl, 
' who, with the marquis de Contades, march- 


ed from Ghent, and approaching the weftern 
extremity of Brabant, with twenty-feven thou- 
fand men, laid fiege to Sluys, which furrendered 
in afew days. Such was the fate of Sas-Van- 
Ghent, and of feveral other places of lefs im- 
portance. 

The enemy then fat down before Hulft, to 
the relief of which a detachment of three Eng- 
lith battalions was fent under general Fuller. 
Part of thefe battalions, being placed in the 
fort of Sanburgh, which covered Hulft, con- 
tinued, for fome time, to make a vigorous de- 
fence, and even fallied out, with fuccefs, upon 
the enemy. 

The royal Scotch diftinguifhed themfelves 
particularly on this occafion. Their major, fir 
Charles Erfkine, was killed; lieutenant colonel 
Abercrombie was wounded; and many of the 
fubalterns and private men cut in pieces. At 
laft, being over-powered by numbers, they were 
obliged to retreat under the conduét of lord 
John Murray, their colonel. 

Hulft, it has been faid, might have made a 
good defence, and La Rocque, the governor, 
amufed the allies with pompous accounts of the 
ftrength of the place, and with repeated af- 
furances of his being able to hold out for a con- 
fiderable time. The duke of Cumberland ex- 
erted himfelf with great a@livity to fave fo im- 
portant a fortrefs; but juft as he arrived in fight 
of the town with a ftrong body of forces, it 
was infamoufly furrendered by the governor, 
who happened to be in the French intereft ;_ nor 
had he any other intimation of this event than 
a general difcharge of the artillery from the for- 
tifications, by which a great many of his men 
were killed, and even his own perfon was in 
imminent danger. 

While Lowendahl was proceeding thus in the 
conqueft of Brabant, marefchal Saxe, with an 
army of one hundred and twenty thoufand men, 
was covering the French conquefts in the Low 
Countries, and obferving the motions of the 
main body of the confederates, who were pofted 

in 
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and, who, though ately reinforced by feveral 
thou‘and men from England, found it impoffible 
ty make any progrefs againft the enemy. 

The memorial of the French court had not 
been anfwered by the States General; becaule, 
as they afterwards properly obferved, it left them 
no other choice than that of defending them- 
felves by force of arms, F.ven the common 
people feemed fenfible of its infolence ; and af- 
fiimed, that it meant to deprive them of the 
moft effential right ot a fovereign power, that 
of fulfilling their folemn engagements with their 
natural and ancient allies. 

Count Lowendahl, on his irruption into the 
Dutch territories, received a fpirited remon- 
france from two officers of the army, againft 
fuch an unjuft and unprovoked attack. He ad- 
dreffed the officers with great politenefs, and 
affured them, that the invafion was fecretly con- 
nived at by the Dutch government itfelf; and 
that they muft not be furprized if the French 
met with very little refiftance in their progsefs. 

The manner in which the Dutch detended 
their towns, aflorded fuffcient reafon for be- 
lieving the affertion. The friends of the re- 
public, however, who were defirous of choofing 
a ftadtholder, made an excellent ufe of this de- 
claration, which they printed and difperfed with 
the greateft induftry. ‘This expedient had the 


delired effeGt. The people were inflamed to a , 
‘dignity of ftadtholder*, captain general, and 
‘admiral of the United Provinces f. 


degree of enthufiafm. ‘They exclaimed, that 
they were now ina worfe fituation, than when 
they were invaded by Lewis the Fourteenth in 
1672; and that fince they had been betrayed by 
their governors, it femed highly expedient for 
them to take the adminrftration out of their hands, 
It naturally occurred to them, that they had no 
other refource than that which they had then 
adopted; the ele€tion of a ftadtholder ; and that 
that ftadtholder fhould be at the head of the 
boufe of Orange. 

The name of this prince was William Henry 


# The dignity of fladtholder had been laid afide Gnce 
the death of Walham HE. 

¢ On this uccafun count Bentinck, who introduced 
the new fladthulder, addrrffed the states General in the 
following words-—''1 doubt not, but the Prince I have 
“ the bumows to prelent to you, will tread in the fleps of 
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Frizo, fon of John William Frizo, prince of 
Naffau Diets, who had been left by William 
the Third of England, fucceffor to the heredi- 
tary dominions of the houfe of Orange. 

e was hereditary ftadtholder of [riefland, 
and he had lately been elected to the fame dig- 
nity by the provinces of Groningen and Guel- 
derland; but the reft of Holland thewed very 
little regard to his diftinguifhed merit, and even 
his alliance with the royal family of England 
was fo far from recommending him to their fa- 
vour, that it feemed rather to render him the 
object of their jealoufy: for they had. a€tually 
tetufed him that common rank in their armies, 
which they had made no fcruple of conferring 
upon foreigners. 

On the firft intelligence of the French invafion, 
he fent a letter to the ftates of Zealand, inform- 
ing them, that the imminent danger, to which 
the country was expofed, had induced him to 
make them a tender of his fervice; and that, 
on the firft intimation of their pleafure, he was 
ready to repair to fuch places as they fhould 
mention, in order to exert his utmoft abilities 
for the advantage of the common caufe. 

The ftates of Zealand, had no fooner received 
the letter, than they appointed him their captaia- 
general and admiral. Their example was fol- 
lowed by Rotterdam and the whole province of 


, Holland; and, on the fecond of May, the prince 


of Orange was invefted with the power and 


The prince afterwards addrefled the States in 
an appropriate {peech, which he concluded in 
a ftrain fo nervous, pathetic, and affetting, that 
the whole affembly, from that» moment, con- 
ceived an exalted idea of his wifdom, patriotifm, 
and eloquence. 

The good effeéts of this alteration in the 
Dutch government were immediately perceived. 
All commerce and contra€ts with the French 
were prtobibited: the peafants were armed 


‘¢ his glorious anceftors: will heartily concur with at in 
“ delivering from danger the republic now invaded, 
and prelerve us from the yoke cf a treacherous and 
* deceitful neighbour, who makes a jeft of good faith, 
‘« honour, and the moff fulemn treaties.” 


and 
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and exercifed; arefolution paffed for making 
a confiderable augmentation of the army: a 
council of war was eftablifhed for enquiring 
into the conduét of the governors, who had fur- 
rendered the frontier towns: and orders were 
iffued for commencing hoftilities againft the 
French, both by fea and land. 

In the mean time, the duke of Cumberland, 
with his whole army, took poft between the two 
Nethes, to cover Bergen-op-Zoom and Mae- 
firicht ; and marefchal Saxe called in his detach- 
ments, refolving ona gencral engagement. On 
the twenty-fecond of May, the French king 
arrived at Bruffels, and his general determined 
to undertake the fiege of Maeftricht. With this 
view, he advanced towards Louvain; and the 
confederates, perceiving his aim, began their 
march to take their ftation between that town 
and the enemy. On the firft of July, they took 
poffeffion of their ground, and were drawn up 
in order of battle, with their right at Bilfen, and 


their left at WirJe, having in the front of the left | 
wing, the village of Val, in which they pofted | 


five battalions of Britifh and Hanoverian in- 
fantry. 

The French had taken poffeffion of the heights 
of Herdecren, immediately above the allies ; and 
both armies cannonaded each other till the even- 
ing. In the morning, the enemy’s infantry 
marched down the hill, in a vaft column of ten 
battalions in front, and as many in depth, and 
attacked the village of Vals which was fortified 
and defended with incredible refolution. 

The affailants fuffered greatly in their ap- 
proach, from the cannon of the confederates, 
which was ferved with admirable fkill and dex- 
terity; and they met with fo warm a reception 
from the Britifh mufketry, that they were un- 
able to keep their ground: but, when they were 
broken and difperfed, frefh brigades fucceeded, 
with invincible perfeverance, The confederates 
being thus overpowered by numbers, were 
obliged to abandon the village; yet, being fuf- 


charge, and repulfed the enemy with great 

flaughter. Count Saxe, however, continued 

pouring in frefh battalions; and the French re- 

covered and maintained their ground in the vil- 

lage, after it had been loft and carried four fe- 

yeral times. The a€tion was chiefly confined 
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to this poft, which was covered with the bodies 
of the dead and dying. 

At noon the duke of Cumberland ordered the 
whole left wing to advance againit the enemy, 
whofe infantry began to recoil. Prince Waldec 
led on the Dutch, and marefchal Bathiani 
brought up the Auftrians; but neither of them 
exerted themfelves with their ufual intrepidity, 
Vittory, however, feemed for fame time to incline 
to the fide of the allies ; when the fortune of the 
day turned fuddenly againff them. Several {qua- 
drons of Dutch horfe, pofied in the center, gave 
way, and fiving in full fpeed, overthrew five 


| battalions of infantry, that were advancing from 


the body of referve. 

The French cavalry, taking advantage of this 
confufion, rufhed in upon them with grcat im- 
petuofity, and penetrated through the lines of 
the allied army, which was thus divided about 
the center. The duke of Cumberland, who con- 
du€ed himfelf with great courage and aftivity, 
in endeavouring to rally his broken forces, was 
in danger of being taken; ard the coufederates 
would probably have been routed, had not fir 
Joln Ligonier taken the refoluticn of facrificing 
himfelf and a part of the troops to the fafety of 
the army. At the head of fome Britifh regi- 
ments of dragoons, and a few fquadrons of Im- 
perial horfe, he charged the whole line of the 
French cavalry with fuch impetuofity, that he 
gave a check to their purfuit, and enabled the 
duke of Cumberland to effe&t an orderly retreat 
to Maeftricht. Sir John was taken prifoner in 
this gallant attack; but the regiment he com- 
manded retired with deliberation. 

Such was the battle of Val, in which it may 
be truly faid, that the Britifh troops, affifted by 
a few Hanoverians and Heffians, oppofed the 
whole French army; and had not the Dutch, 
by their notorious cowardice, fuffered the flank 
of the left wing of the confederates to be ex- 
pofed, the vi€tory would doublefs have been 


| obtained by them. 
tained by four regiments, they returned to the | 


In this a€tion, much lofs was fuftained by 
both parties, Of the French upwards of ten 


. thoufand are fuppofed to have been killed or 


wounded; and about feven hundred became 
prifoners. Of the allies, about fix thoufand 
were flain, wounded, or captured. The chief 
honour of the day refted with the Britifh and 
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fubfidiary troops. The allies, however, brought 
off all their artillery, except a few field-pieces : 
they even took feven ftandards, and eight pair 
of colours. Befides fir Jobn Ligonier, major-ge- 
neral count D’Yffemburg; major-genera] Bland, 
colonel Conway and lieutenant-colonel Robert 
Sutton, were wounded and made prifoners. 

The behavicur cf the Dutch in this battle 
created many fufpicions of their fidelity; and 
the pride of marefchal Bathiani, which had been 
piqued in the beginning of the a€tion, was 
thought to be the real reafon why he did not 
exert himfeif with greater fpirit and alacrity *. 

Many were inclined to put very unfavourable 
- conftrudtions upon the conduét both of the Dutch 
and the Auftrians. They alledged, that the French 
and they were in concert to facrifice the left wing 
of the allies; and this infinuation was rendered 
the more probable by the daftardly behaviour 
of the Dutch, and by the fmall number of troops 
which the enemy drew up to oppofe the Auf- 
trians. Whatever may have been the motive, 
certain it is, that marefchal Saxe acknowledged 
he was feveral times repulfed by the valour of 
the Britith troops; hence the bon-mot of Lewis 
XV. “that he thought the Englifh not only paid 
* all, but fought all.” 

After the battle, the confederates paffed the 
Maefe, and encamped in the duchy of Limberg, 
fo as to cover Maeftricht: while the French 
king remained with his army in the neighbour- 
hood of Tongres. Marefchal Saxe, having, for 
fome time, amufed the allies with marches and 
counter-marches, at length fuddenly detached 
count Lowendahl with thirty-fix thoufand men 
to inveft Bergen-op-Zoom, the ftrongeft fortif- 
cation of Dutch Brabant, the mafter-piece of the 
eminent engineer Cuchorn, never conquered, and 
generally deemed impregnable. 

It was defended by a garrifon of three thou- 
fand men, under the command of the prince of 
Heffe Philiphal; and was well provided with 
artillery, ammunition, and neceflaries. The 
enemy appeared before it on the fifteenth of 


* The ina€tion of Bithiani, the Auftrian general, is faid 
to have been occaficned by the following circumftance. 
On the eve of the battle, when a French detachment 
only was fuppofed to have ppl yes the heights of Her- 
deeren, marefchal Bathiani atked permiffion of the duke 
of Cumberland, to attack the enemy before they were 
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July, and fummoned the governor to furrender, 
The prince of Saxe-Hilburghaufen was fent to 
its relief, with twenty battalions, and fourteen 
{quadrons of the troops which could be moft 
conveniently aflembled: he entered the lines of 
the town, where he remained in expe@ation of a 
flrong reinforcement from the confederate army ; 
and the old baron Cronftrom, whom the ftadt- 
holder had appointed governor of Dutch Bra- 
bant, afflumed the command of the garrifon. 
The befiegers carried on their attacks with 
great activity; and the troops in the town de- 
fended themfelves with equal fpirit and refolu- 
tion. The attention of all Europe was occu- 
pied upon this fiege, the moft important that 
had happened in the whole courfe of the war: 


| count Lowendahl received feveral reinforce- 


ments; and a confiderable body of troops was 
detached from the allied army, under the com- 
mand of baron Schwartzemburg, to co-operate 
with the troops that were already in the lines. 
From the fixteenth of Jely to -the fifteenth of 
September, the fiege exhibited an uninterrupted 
fcene of horror and deftruction: defperate fallies 
were made by the garrifon, and mines fprung 
with the moft dreadful effe€ts : the works began 
to give way, the town was reduced to afhes, and 
the trenches were filled with carnage: nothing 
was to be feen but fire and fmoke; nothing 
heard but one continued roar of bombs and 
cannon. Still, however, the befiegers were the 
principal fufferers, and their flain appeared in 
heaps; while the garrifon fuffered very little, and 
could be occafionally relieved or reinforced from 
the lines. . 

It was indeed generally believed, that Low- 
endahl would be obliged to abandon the en- 
terprize; and by this idea, the governor of Ber- 

en-op-Zoom feems to have been lulled into a 
fatal fecurity. For, in the morning of the fix- 
teenth, the French general having thrown a pro- 
digious quantity of bombs into the ravelin, his 
troops threw themfelves into the foff¢, mounted 
the breaches, forced open a fally-port, and en- 


reinforced, declaring he would anfwer for the fuccefs of 
the enterprize. The duke, inftead of acceding to that 
propolal, afked him, by way of reply, where he fhould be 
found in cafe he was wanted: “ I thall always be found,” 
faid Bathiani, “ at the head of my troops!” and retired 
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tered the place almoft without oppofition. “So 
great had been the negligence of the governor, 
that the enemy had time to extend themfelves 
along the curtains, and form in order of battle, 
before the garrifon could be aflembled. Cron- 
ftrom was fleeping in fuppofed fecurity, and the 
foldiers on duty had been furprized by the fud- 
dennefs and impetuofity of the attack. Though 
the Brench had taken poffeffion of the ramparts, 
they did not obtain the town without a ftre- 
nuous difpute. Two battalions of the Scotch 
troops, in the pay of the States General, were 
aflembled in the market-place, and fought like 
furies, till two-thirds of them were cut in pieces. 
The forces that were encamped in the lines, re- 
treating in the utmoft precipitation, all the forts 
in the neighbourhood immediately furrendered 
to the vidtors, who now became matters of the 
whole navigation of the Schelde *. 

Intelligence of this event, occafioned great 
furprize in London, and threw the United Pro- 
vinces into the utmoft confternation. The 
French king was no fooner informed of Low- 
endahl’s fuccefs, than he promoted him to the 
rank of marefchal of France, appointed count 
Saxe governor of the conquered Netherlands, 
and returned in triumph to Verfailles. ‘“ The 
“ peace,” faid the penetrating and victorious 
governor, “ lies in Maeftricht.”—But the fiege 
of that important place being referved for next 
campaign, the French and the allies went into 
winter quarters, without engaging in any new en- 
terprize; and the duke of Cumberland returned 
to England. 

The campaign in Italy was not equally fa- 
vourable to the French, though their army in 
that quarter was fuperior to that of the enemy. 
Marefchal Belleifle, having compelled the Im- 
perial general to abandon Provence, made him- 
felf mafter of Nice, Montalban, Villa-franca, and 
Ventimiglia; while the Auftrians were obliged 
to retire towards Final. The marefchal, encou- 
raged by this fuccefs, proje€ted an irruption 
in the Piedmontefe territories, the execution of 
which he committed to the care of his brother 
the chevalier. 


* Cronftrom’s bebaviour, during the whole of this 
fiege was extremely negligent but, in the laft attack, it 
was altogether inexcufable. ‘Though there were twenty 
thoufand men in the lines, he had not brought one of 
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The French, however, were more fuccefsful 
in fupporting the Genoefe againft the defigns of 
the Auftrians. The latter were highly exafpe- 
rated againft the former; and Schuylemberg, 
who commanded the Imperial troops, deter- 
mined, at all events, to attempt the re-conqueft 
of Genoa, though he was but very iil provided 
with artillery for the purpofe. 

The chief tranfaétions of the war beyond the 
Alps may be briefly enumerated The maref- 
chal de Belleifle, having reduced the county of 
Nice, prepared for the relief of Genoa, which 
was befieged by the Auftrians and the troops of 
his Sardinian majefty, who would probably have 
retaken that capital, if the defire of fecuring Pied- 
mont and the Milanefe, againft the threatened 
irruption of the French, had not occafioned a 
dereli€tion of the fiege. The enterprifing che- 
valier de Belleifle, brother to the marefchal, now 
endeavoured to penetrate into Piedmont; but, 
having affaulted the entrenchments near Exillies, 
he rafhly facrificed his life; and his men were 
defeated with great flaughter; a repulfe which 
effe€tually checked: the progrefs of the intruders, 

The naval tranfactions of this year were re- 
markably favourable to Great Britain. But 
though her fuecefles were almoft beyond ex- 
ample, they were more advantageous than glo- 
rious, as fhe had a manifeit fuperiority of force 
in every engagement. The Englifh fleet under 
the admirals Anfon and Warren, confifting of 
eleven fail of the line, three fhips of fifty, and 
one of forty guns, fell in with a French fleet of 
fix failof the line, as many frigates, and four 
armed veflels, in the beginning of May, off 
Cape Finifterre. The French fleet was com- 
manded by the marquis de la Jonquiere and 
Monf. St. George, having under their convoy 
twenty-nine fhips laden with ftores and mer- 
chandize, bound for America and the Eaft In- 
dies. The French fhips of war immediately 
fhortened fail, and formed a line of battle. The 
Britifh fquadron was alfo drawn up ina line of 
battle. About four in the afternoon an a€tion 
began: and though the French feamen and 
commanders behaved with fingular courage, 


them into the town; and, had it not been for the bravery 
of the Britifh troops he would have been taken prifuner 
in his bed, 


and 
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and difcovered no deficiency of condué, fix thips 
of war and four armed Eaft Indiamen were 
taken, and about feven hundred men were killed 
or wounded in the engagement: the Englith loft 
about five hundred, among whom was captain 
Grenville of the Defiance. About fix weeks 
after this engagement, and nearly in the fame 
latitude, commodore Fox fell in with a fleet of 
merchantmen, from St. Domingo, laden with 
the rich produSiions of that fertile ifland, and. 
took forty-{ix of them *. 

Admiral Hawke was equally fuccefsful. He 
had failed from PI.mouth in the beginning of 
Auguft, with fourteen fhips of the line, to in- 
tercept a flect ot French merchantmen bound 
for the Weft Indices. He cruifed for fome time 
off the coaft of Brittany: and at laft the French 
fleet failed from the ifle of Aix, under convoy 
of nine thips of the line, befides frigates, com- 
manded by Monf. de Letendeur. On the four-' 
teenth of O&tober, the two fquadrons appeared ' 
within fight of each other, about feven in the 
moming, in the latitude of Belleifle. By noon 
both were engaged. The battle continued till 
night, when fix French thips-of the line had 
firuck to the Britith flag. The rft efcaped 
under cover uf the darknefs havirg all main- 
tained the fight wih uncommon fortitude and 
refolution. Their Jofs in killed and wounded 
amounted to eight hundred. Of the Englith 
about one hundred and fitty were flain, among 
whom was captain Saumarez, a gallant officer, 
who had ferved under lord Anfon in his expe- 
dition to the Pacific Ocean. 

The naval! viétories, which in a manner anni- 
hilated the French fleet, and the failing of ad- 
mira! Bofcawen, with a ftrong fquadron and a 
confiderable bedv of Jand forces, for the Eaft 
Indies, where it wasconjcctured he would not 
only recover Madras, but reduce Pondicherry, 
ditpofed Lewis XV. to think ferivufly of peace, 


* Acerfiderab'c quantity of bullion was found in the 
pia, 6 1c. wore brought to opithead in trumph: and 
the rorey war ce vesed in Waggons to the Bank. His 
majefty cont dere, this actor of fo much importance, that 
he advair ced vicce-adin ual Acfon to the peerage, and ho- 
noured Mi. Warrer wil th order of the bath. 

+ “rehkmcet rewa cisllye swilling to continue 
the war. Fron, ao’ fap marty of Great Britain, 
he was apprehenuve ct toed torcestion of thofe Ame- 
rican treabures, by wiich, tuoagh he made an impcrfedt , 
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and even to liften to moderate terms, notwith- 
ftanding the great fuperiority of his arms in the 
Low Countries. Other caufes contributed to the 
fame effe€t. His finances were almoft exhaufted: 
the trade of his fudjefts was utterly deftroyed : 
and he could no longer depend upon the pro- 
duce of the mines of Mexico and Peru, in the 
prefent low ftate of the French and Spanith 
navy. The fuccefs of his arms in Italy had fallen 
infinitely fhort of his expeétation ; and the re- 
public of Genoa, .khough a neceffary, was be- 
come an expenfive ally. His views had been 
totally defeated in Germany, by the elevation 
of the Grand Duke tu the Imperial throne, 
and the fubfequent pacification between the 
houfes of Auttria, Bavaria, and Brandenburg. 
He was ftill vittorious in the Netherlands: but 
the eleftion of a ftadtholder, by uniting the force 
of the States General againft him, deprived him 
of the hopes of future co: quefis in that quarter. 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, the king 
of France thought proper to make advances 
towards an accommodation both at London and 
the Hague; and all partics, the fubfidiary pow- 
ers excepted, being pertecily tired of the war, a 
new congrefs was agreed to be opened at Aix- 
]a-Chapelle, as foon as the plenipotentiaries could 
receive their inftru€lionst. 

But though the negociation was thus far ad- 
vanced in the beginning of fummer, fo many 
difficulties were flarted by the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the different powers, that it was 
October before matters could be finally ad- 
jufied. Inthe mean time holtilities were carried 
on both in the Eaft and Weft Indies; but no 
memorable event took place. Admiral Bof- 
cawen failed in an attempt to reduce the French 
fettlement of Pondicherry, on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, though ftrong hopes were entertained 
of his fuccefs ; and admiral Knowles, in an at- 
tack upon S. Jago de Cubat. Knowles, how- 

ever, 


ufe of the advantage, he was enabled fo at. He found 
his people clamorous for a peace; and his own difpofi- 
tion prompted him to capedite the opportunity of attend- 
ing to the internal profperity of his realm. He therefore 
readily coincided with the pacific views of his ally. 

¢ Knowles accufed fome of his captains of mifbeha- 
vious, and they recrimimated the charge on him. On 
their return to England, their condu@t was fubje@ed to 
the inquiry of a court-martial. Thole who adhered to 
the admiral, and thofe whom he impeached, were i 

flame 
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ever, took Port Lewis, on the fouth fide of Hif- 
paniola, and demolifhed the fortifications. He 
alfo defeated, off the Havannah, a Spanith fqua- 
dron of equal force with his own, and took a 
thip of the fine. In the feas of Europe, the ma- 
Titime incidents were not remarkable. Hawke, 
who had-been enrolled among the knights of the 
bath for his fervices in the preceding year, cruifed 
with a fquadron on the Gallic coaft; but the 
French were unwilling tomeethim. His cruife, 
however, was not wholly unfuccefsful. Two 
of his fhips, being detached in purfuit of a dif- 
tant veffei, compelled her to yield, after a long 
conflict; andtfhe was found to be the principal 
thip of a {quadron intended for the Eaft Indies. 
In the Mediterranean, vice-admiral Byng con- 
tinued to obftru@ the conveyance of fupplies 
to the Genoefe and their military friends. At 
length the définitive treaty was figned, and hof- 
tilities ceafed in all quarters. 

This treaty had for its bafis a general confir- 
mation of all: preceding treaties, from that of 
Weftphalia to the laft concluded at London and 
Vienna; and for its immediate objeét, as the 
means of a general pacification, a mutual refti- 
tution of all conquefts made fince the beginning 
of the war, with a releafe of prifoners without 
ranfom. The principal ftipulations provide, that 
the duchies of Parma, Placenza, and Guattalla, 
fhall be ceded, as a fettlement, to the infant Don 
Philip, and the heirs male of his body; (but, 
in cafe he or his defcendants fhall fucceed to 
the crown of Spain, or that of the Two Sicilies, 
or die without male iffue, thofe territories hall 
revert to the prefent pofleffors, the emprefs 

ucen of Hungary and the king of Sardinia, or 
their defcendants:) that the fubjeCts of his Britan- 
nic majefty fhall enjoy the Affiento contraét, with 
the privilege of the annual fhip, during the re- 
verfionary term of four years, which has been 
{ufpended by the war; that all the contracting 
powers fhall guarantee to his Pruflian majefty 
the duchy of Silefia and the county of Glatz, 


flamed againft each othe: with the moft implacable re- 
fentment. The admiral received a gentle reprimand for 
not beginning the adtion foouer, and for ncgleéting to 
fhift his flag on board another hip, when he found his 
own difabled, Two of his captains were allo cenfured: 
but captain Holmes, of the Lenox, who had behaved 
with remarkable courage, was honourably acquitted, 
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as he at prefent poffeffes them: and that fuch 
of the fame powers as have guaranteed the Prag- 
matic Sanction of the emperor Charles VI. for 
fecuring to his daughter, the prefent emprefs 

ueen of Hungary and Bohemia, the undivided 
facceftion of the houfe of Auftria, thall renew 
their engagements in the moft folemn manner, 
with the exception of the ceffions made by this 
and former treaties. 

Such was the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, which 
has been fo unjuftly cenfured by Englith writers, 
who ought rather to have cenfured the unnecef- 
fary war, and the unfkilful manner of conduét- 
ing it. The peace was advantageous as the con- 

-federates could reafonably expeft. They had 
been exceedingly unfortunate. They had never 
hazarded a battle, in the Netherlands, without 
fuftaining a defeat; and there was not a profpett 
of their being more fuceefsful, had they been 
reinforced with thirty thoufand Ruffians. But 
matters were fo ill conduted, that the Ruffians 
could not have joined them till the feafcn of 
ation would have been nearly expired; and 
had they been ready fooner, it is fuppofed the 
king of Pruflia would have interpofed, from a 
jealoufy of the aggrandifement of the houfe of 
Auftria, on whofe embarraffments he depended 
for the tranquil poffeffion of his conquefts. The 
refources of France were indeed nearly exhautt- 
ed:—her navy was deftroyed: and Lewis XV. 
made facrifices proportioned to his neccilities. 
But great as his neccthities were, he could 
have continued the war another year; and the 
progrefs of his arms during one campaign, it 
was feared, might awe the Dutch into fubmif- 
fion. A confederacy, always ill combined, would 
have been broken to pieces; and the hoftile 
powers, left feparately at the mercy of the houfe 
of Bourbon, muft have acceded to worfe con- 
ditions; or England mutt have hired new armies 
of mercenaries, to continue a ruinous and con- 
tinental war, in which the was hardly inte- 
refted *. 


The animofities of the officers did not erd with the 
court martial, Captain Innes and capiain Clarke ret by 
appointment in Hyde Park, with piitols: the former was 
killed upon the {pot; the latter was tricd, and con. 
demned for murder: but as it appeared that he hid only 
accepted the challenge, he obtained his majefiy's pardon. 

* Articles of peace, vol. ix. 

If 
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If, upon the whole, the treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, was dangerous to Great ‘Britain, yet 
{uch a peace was preferable to the continuance 
of a war, in which fhe lavifhed her treafures 
among the mercenary princes of Europe, and 
wantonly facrificed her people in the caufe of the 
houfe of Auftria. Though Spain acquired nothing 
for herfelf by the treaty, fhe derived fome fatis- 
fa€tion and advantage from the furrender of the 
Italian fovereignty to an individual of her royal 
family, She was greatly weakened, however, 
by the war, and rejgiced in the refpite which 
fhe now obtained. 

But though the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle can- 
not be deemed unfavourable to the confederates, 
or by any means an improper meafure, it muft 
be obferved, that it was the neceffary confe- 
quence of fuch a long and deftru&tive war—of 
a war, fingular in the annals of mankind; by 
which, after a wonderful deftrudtion of the hu- 
man {pecies, and a variety of changes of fortune, 
all parties (the king of Pruffia excepted, whofe 
felfifh and temporizing policy cannot poflibly be 
juitified) may be faid to have been fufferers. 

The young pretender had continued at Paris 
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even after the arrival of the earl of Suffex, and 
lord Cathcart, who were fent as the Britifh hof- 
tages to Paris, he appeared publicly on. all oc- ” 
cafions, and affected to be treated in their pre- 
fence with the diftin@tions he had affumed. 

The two noblemen complaining of his con- 
duét, the French king applied to his father, 
who fent a fevere, though affetionate, letter to 
his fon, upbraiding him with his folly, and ad- 
viling him to comply with the neceflity of the 
times. This expedient had no better effeét than 
the former. Charles continued obftinate, and 
appeared in all public places with an air of 
triumph and exultation. 

Tle even affe€ted the manners of Charles the 
Twelfth of Sweden; and his followers pretend- 
ed, that, if any coercive meafures fhould be 
taken againft him, he was refolved to defend 
himfelf to the laft extremity. The populace of 
Paris feemed to efpoufe his quarrel; and the 
eb aaa began to be apprehenfive of an in- 
urreCtion in his favour. The French king, 
therefore, had recourfe to more ferious methods, 
A body of guards were ordered under arms ; and 
Charles, while flepping out of his coach into the 


ever fince the mifcarriage of his attempt upon ; opera-houfe, was made prifoner; and being f{e- 
Scotland. His agents had, during the treaty of cured with a cord like a common felon, was 


Aix la-Chapelle, prefented a protelt in his name, 
which had been rejeéted with ignominy; and 


he himfelf had received information, that, after 


condu€ted firft to Vincennes, and thence to the 
frontiers of the kingdom. 
This ignominious treatment of one, whom 


the conclufion of the peace, he could not be | the people of France confidered as the lineal 
permitted to refide any longer in the French do- : defcendant of their beloved Henry the Fourth, 


minions. 


| was confidered as a fignal facrifice to the glory - 


Ile feemed to receive this intimation with | of England. Reciprocal complaints paffed be- 


great indifference and fome refentment. When 
if was repeated to him, he declared to the duke 


{ tween the two courts: the earl of Albemarle 


was appointed ambaffador extraordinary to the 


sie Gefvers, that it was not in his mafter’s power, | French king; and the marquis de Mirepoix ar- 
conliftently with his engagements, to expel him | rived at London in the fame capacity: the refort 


irom his dominions; and he defied the menaces 
ui the French king. 

There appears to have been fome truth in the 
youth's allegation; for Lewis, inftead of con- 
tradiQting it, wrote him a foothing letter with his 
own hand, intreating him to withdraw into an- 
other country. At the fame time he procured 
him a fafe afylum in the territory of Friburgh, 
one of the Swifs cantons; and offered hima 
handfome penfion for his fubfiftence. Charles, 
however, would not liften to this propofal. He 
abfolutely refufed to quit that countsy; and, 


of the Englifh to France, and of the French to 
England, was greater than had ever been ob- 
ferved on any former occafion: and a general 
opinion prevailed, that the peace between the 
two nations was eliabli(hed on a folid and latting 
foundation. 

By this time, his Britannic majefty had re- 
turned to England; and the parliament meeting 
on the twenty-ninth of November, he made a 
fpeech to both houfes, informing them, amon 
other particulars, that the definitive treaty o 
peace been figned by all the parties con- 
cerned 
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cerned in the war: and that he had made the 
moft effe€tual provifion for fecuring the rights 
and intercfts of his fubjets, and for procuring 
to his allies the moft advantageous conditions, 
that the fituation of affairs would admit. 

This fpeech was anfwered by loyal addreffes 
from both houfes; though that of the lower 
was violently oppofed. The prince of Wales’s 
fervants, conceiving they were not rewarded in 
proportion to their merit, had Jately made it a 
maxim to oppofe the meafures of the court. 

Complaints were made againft the folly of 
the minifiry, in concluding a peace before the 
arrival of the Ruffian auxiliaries: and a menace 
was made ofa firi€t enquiry into the conduét of 
thofe, who had agreed to conditions fo little 
adequate to the fucceffes of the war. The mo- 
tion, however, was fo ftrenuoutly fupported by 
Mr. Pelham, and Mr Murray the folicitor ge- 
neral, that the party did not think proper to 
bazard a divifion. 

Though the peace was re-eftablifhed, and a 
reduttion had been made, as well in the Jand 


as in the fea forces, it was found impoffible, for | tranfported to the Bay of Chabufto, at the public 


fome time, to diminith proportionably the public 
expences. When the commons proceeded to 
confider the fupply, they examined the fums 
that would be abfolutely neceffary for making 
good the engagements of the parliament to his 
majefty, and the fervices performed in the pro- 
fecution of the war; difcharging debts; fup- 
plying deficiencies; and providing for the current 
fervice of the year. 


The whole fupply for this year amounted to 
almoft eight millions fterling; an immenfe fum; 


* About this time, an Englifh trader, having decoy ced 
the fun of aconfiderable Atiican prince, had fold him 
and his companion (neither of them exceeding the age of 
eighteen years) to a Britifh plaster. The miniltry were 
no fuoner informed of this incident, than they ordered 
the ranfom to be paid, and the young Moors to be con- 
du@ed to England; where, having given them a proper 
education, ond cloathed and equipped them fuitably to 
their rank, they caufed them to be fent back to their na- 
tive country; a favour, it is faid, of which the prince 
ever alter retained a moft grateful remembrance. 

+ The attention of the public was, at this time, en- 
gaged by an incident of a fingular nature Some young 
Oxonians had been guilty of feveral treafonable practices, 
particularly of drjnking the pretender’s health. The 
vice-chancellor, and heads of houfes, with the proctors of 
the univerfity, publithed a declaration, exprefling their 
utter deteftation of fuch faGious and feditious practices, 
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but againft which none exclaimed with greater 
vehemence than the minifiry, who, neverthelefs, 
admitted that it was abfolutely neceffary for the 
public fervice*. 

On the thirteenth of June, his majefty clofed 
the feflion with a fpeech, in which he informed 
the parliament, that the terms and conditions of 
the definitive treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle had been 
carried into execution by the feveral contrating 
powers with great pundtuality and good faith, 
2 far as the time and the diftance of places would 
admit f. 

The difbanding the army, as might reafonably 
beexpeCted, had crouded the nation with diffolute 
and diforderly perfons, who preyed upon the 
fubftance, and endangered the lives of their fel- 
low fubjefts: to remedy this alarming evil, the 
earl of Hallifax, firft lord of trade and planta- 
tions, projefted a {cheme for eftablifhing a civil 
government in Nova Scotia, by granting lands 
to fuch officers and private men, as fhould be 
willing to fettle in any part of the world. 

A confiderable body of adventurers were now 


expence: lands were afligned to them; and co- 
lonel Cornwallis, who had been appointed go- 
vernor of the fettlement, laid the foundations 
of a town, to which, from the title of the chief 
encourager of the {cheme, the appellation of 
Hallifax was given. Anapolis ceafed to be con- 
fidered as the capital of the province; and that 
honour devolved to the new town f 

The Britith parliament meeting on the fix- 
teenth of November, his majefty, in his fpzech 
to both houfes, faid, it was with particular plea- 


and their firm and determined refolution to punifh, with 
the utmoti feverity and rigour of the flatutes, all perfons 
who fhould be conviéted of fuch offences. 

Put, av no fignal punifhment had been infli€ed on the 
delinquents whofe behaviour bad been attended with 
very aggravating circumftances, the government ordered 
three of them to be taken into cuftody; two of whom, 
Dawes, and Whitmore, were tried in the court of King’s 
Bench, and being fuund guilly on the cleareft evidence, 
were fintenced to walk throngh the courts of Weftmin- 
fier with a paper on their foreheads, proclaiming their 
crimes, to pay a fine of five nobles each, to be impri- 
foned for two years, and to find fecyrity tor their good 
behaviour during feven years more. 

t This patriotic plan met with the fuccefs it deferved. 
By the beginning of May, no lefs than three thoufand 
{even hundred and fifty perfons and families had engaged 
themfelves to go to Nova Scotia, 


fure, 
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fure, that he now met them, at atime when 
the re-eftablifhment of a general peace had re- 
ftored to his people the bleflings of peace and 
tranquillity: that the good effects refulting from 
hence were already apparent in the flourifhing 
condition of commerce, and the advance of 
phe credit, which naturally laid the fureft 
oundation of an increafe of ftrength, and of 
durable profperity to his kingdoms. 

Both houfes having prefented addreffes of 
thanks, to which little or no oppofition was 
made, the commons proceeded to confider the 
eftimates of the enfuing year. The whole fup- 
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and examined the particulars with attention, a- 
gteed at laft to the following refolutions; that 
the carrying on the Britifh white herring, and 
cod fitheries, would be of great advantage to 
the trade and navigation of thefe kingdoms; 
and that every impediment to fuch trade ought 
to be removed with all convenient difpatch ; 
that, as a further encouragement to all perfons 
to engage in thefe fitheries, a bounty of thirty 
fhillings per ton fhould be granted, and paid out 
of the cuftams, to all new veffels from twent 

to twenty-eight tons burthen, which fhould be 
conftru€ted tor that purpofe, and a€tually em- 


ply amounted to upwards of four millions. The | ployed in the fifheries: that, in order to induce 
land forces were fixed at eighteen thoufand eight ; adventurers to employ their money in thefe 
hundred and fifty-feven men; and the number , fifheries, a fociety fhould be incorporated, under 


of marines at fifteen thoufand. 


In the courfe of this feffion, the mutiny a€t | charter, though not exclufive, with 
received confiderable alterations. The members | raife a capital, not exceeding five hun 


the name of The Free Britifh Fithery, by a 
wer to 
thou- 


of a court martial were excufed from taking the ; fand pounds, and that three and a half per cent. 
oath of fecrecy, on their being required, by a | fhould be granted and paid out of the cuftoms 
court of juftice, to give evidence as witneffes ' to the proprietors for fourteen years, for fo much 
in the due courfe of law; and the fentence of | of the capital as thould be actually employed in 


a court martial was declared to be revifable no 


more than once. 
The daftardly behaviour of the Dutch, during 


the late war, had contributed greatly to alienate | the royal affent. 


fuch fitheries. 


| A bill was prepared upon thefe refolutions, 
‘ which paffed through both houfes, and received 


affairs of the fociety were 


the minds of the Englifh from thofe republicans; | committed to the management of a council 


and this averfion was productive of an event 
of the utmoft importance to Great Britain; a 
fcheme for improving the Britifh fifhery. The 
fpirit of the nation was ftill further ftimulated 
by a petition to parliament, from the inhabitants 
of Southwold and Loweftoff, who declared, that 
the Dutch had, for the {pace of eight years pat, 
fithed fo near the fhore, that their nets {wept up- 
on the ground; which prevented the inhabi- 
tants from fithing, asa hundred Dutch fifhing 
veflels had frequently at once been anchoring 
in their harbour in two or three fathom water; 
and that, when the inhabitants complained of 
this unwarrantable encroachment, the Dutch 
had threatened to fink their veflels, or deftroy 
their nets. 


The commons, having perufed this petition, 


* The carl of Albemarle, the Englith ambaffador at 
Paris, having complained of the French kalendar, in 
which the young pretender was mentioned in fuch a man- 
ner as to give oflence to the Britith nation, the miniiiers 
ordered the author of the halcndar to be fent to the Baf- 
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| confifting of thirty members. The prince of 
' Wales was chofen governor, Slingfby Bethel, 
: prefident, and Stephen Theodore Janflen, vice- 
| prefident. 


On the twelfth of April, his majefty repaired 
to the houfe of peers, and ordered the_parlia- 
ment to be prorogued. Immediately after the 
prorogation, he fet out for his German domi- 
nions, having firft appointed a council to govern 
the kingdom in his abfence. 

So great was the harmony, which at this time 
prevailed between France and England, that 
each court feemed emulous in exprefling their 
mutual regard and attachment*. 

Equal refpe&t was fhewn by the Britith court 
to the marquis de Mirepoix, the French am- 
baffador at London. The motives, however, by 


tile, and the work to be fuppreffed; a firi charge was 
alfo given fo the licenfers of the pref, nut toduifer any 
thing to be printed, which might afford caufe of umbrage 
to the powers with which Franée was at peace. 


which 


GEORGE H&. 


which the two nations were a&gated, appear te 
have been extremely different. The Englith. 
feem to have been fincere in their profeffions ; 
but the French complaifance was nothing more’ 
than artifice, intended as a cloak to cover the 
ambitious defigns they had formed of engroffing - 
the whole empire of North America, and extir- 
pating the Englith from that part of the globe. 

Intelligence of this had, foon after the con- 
clufion of the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, been 
tranfmitted to the Englith miniftry by their go- 
vernors in America ; and proper inftruétions had 
been difpatched to the colonies to refift all en- 
croachments attempted to be made upon the 
Britith territories. The earl of Afbemarle had 
alfo been ordered to remonftrate, in the mot 
vigorous manner, againft {uch unwarrantable 
proceedings: but that nobleman, unhappily, was 
no politician ; and all his remonffrances had fo 
_dittle effet, that the French were rather en- 
couraged than deterred by his reprefentations. 
Afraid, however, of roufing, too foon, the jea- 
loufy of the Englith, they confented to refer the 
-difpute to the'decifion of commiffioners, who 
were to meet at Paris for that purpofe*. 

The deje€tion occafioned by thefe melancholy 
events was, in fome meafure, removed by the 
birth of a fon to the prince of Wales, who was 
born on the thirteenth of May, and baptifed by 
the name of Frederic William. 

In the month of November, his majefty re- 
turned from his German dominions, aad on the 
feventeenth of January +, he opened the par- 
Jiament with a moft gracious {peech, chiefly im- 
porting, that he had taken care to {trengthen 


* While this affair remaned in {afpenfe, the people 
of England were thrown into the u moft confteimation 
by two thocks of an earthquake, the former happening in 
February, the latter in March. {hough neither of them 
were violent, yet being ftrange and alarming, they hlled 
the whole nation with the moft dreadful terror and afto- 
nifhment: which was greatly augmented by the rdicu- 
lous predi@ions of a wild enthunslt, who pretended to 
foratel, that, in a little time, another fhock would happen, 
which would lay all London and W eftmmiter in runs. 

The fanatic happened to be puliaken in his conjecture ; 
but the two fhecks which had-already been felt, had the 
efie of Malaga for atime, the fprrit of diffipation 
and profligacy. The bithop of London wrote and diftri- 
huted paftoral letters on the occafion ; aud though the fit 
of devotion foon wore off, the impreffign it made, wrought 
a vifible amendment in the morals of the people. 
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and confolidate the ties of union between himfelf 
and his allies. 

Both houfes having prefented addreffes of 
thanks, the commons proceeded to confider @ 
cafe of a very delicate and interefting nature. 
Lard Trentham, eldeft fon of earl Gower, and 
one of the reprefentatives for Weftminfter, hav- 
ing, in the courfe of the former feflion, accepted 
of the place of a lord of the admiralty, his feat 
in parliament became vacated; and having 
again declared himfelf a candidate, he met with 
a powerful opponent in the perfon of fir George 
Vandeput, a private gentleman, who was pow- 
erfully fupported by the friends of the prince of 
Wales, and by all thofe who aflumed the name 
of independent ele@tors, 

His intereft was ftill farther injured by an in- 
cident of another kind, A fet of French players 
having obtained leave to perform in the little the- 
atre in the Haymarket, had been infulted and 
thrown at by the audience; and fome young 
noblemen and gentlemen having been incautious 
enough to efpoufe their caufe, and to draw theie 
fwords upon the audience, it was affirmed in 
print, and even certified by affidavit, that lord 
Trentham was of the number. ° ; 

Though the whole of this allegation was 
afterwards proved to be an infamous falfe- 
hood, it tended greatly to his lordfhip’s pre- 
Judice. It appeared, however, that he had a 
Majority upon the poll; and the other candi- 
date therefore demanded a fcrutiny, which was 
readily granted by the high bailiff, the returning 
officer. 

The affair was zealoufly conduéted on both 


An incident much lefs a'arming, was more deftruc- 
tive to the lives of individuals. The prifon of New- 
gate having contraéted an infcGion from foul air, occa- 
fined by the number of perfons confined in it, proved 
fatal, at the trials at the Old Bailey, to tir Samuel Pene 
nant, lord mayor; fir Dante] Lambert, an alderman ; 
Mr. Clark, a baron of the exchequer; fir Thomas Abney, 
a judge of the common pleas; fir John Stracey, recorder 
of London; to many of the lawyers who attended the 
feffions ; to the greateft pait of the jury, and a vaft num- 
ber of the fpectators. 

In confequence of this cataftrophe, ventilators were fi ft 
intrgduced into the feffions-hqufe, in the Old Bailey; and 
fince that judicious expedient has been adopted, no recur- 
rence of fuch an accident has happened. 

+ A.D. 1750 
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revent the more furious from fometimes proceed- 
ing to blows. Each was attended with counfel, 
managers, and agents: and all the arts of de- 
ception and engines of violence were employed 
to eftablifh and overturn the 7 of votes. 
Sir George’s party was the moft noify and boif- 
terous; and the high bailiff, during the whole 
of the ele€tion, appeared to be leaning to their 
intereft; a circumftance, which gave him {fo 
much eredit with the populace, that matters 
were condufed with tolerable order. 

But the commons having received intelligence 
that he experienced obftru€tions in the execu- 
tion of his office, fent for him to .the houfe ; 
and a ftri€t charge was given him, that if an 
one fhould prefume to moleft him in the exercife 
of his duty, he fhould inform againft fuch daring 
offenders. Notwithftanding this intimation the 
high bailiff proceeded with great prudence and 
circumfpeGtion ; but all his moderation could 
not appeafe the clamours of fir George’s friends, 
who had recourfe to very unjuftifiable language, 
of which the Other party threatened to com- 

lain. 

This matter, however, remained in fufpenfe 
during the whole of that feffion; the conclufion 
of which was no fooner proclaimed by firing of 
the Tower guns, than Mr. Cowle, one of Van- 
deput’s counfel, told his antagonift, that all his 
threats were now bruta fulmina, as the power 
of the houfe was totally expired. The expec- 
tations of both parties were now railed to the 
higheft degree ; but great was the furprize of 
Vandeput’s adherents, when they faw the high 
bailiff return his competitor. Two petitions 
were immediately prefented to the houle a i 
this retum; one from fir George’s friends, the 
other from lord Trentham ; each complaining of 
the high bailiff’s injuftice and parti 7. 

In oppofition to thefe, lord Trentham, who 
had now taken bis feat, produced letters from 
the heads of Vandeput’s party, dated the very 
mi before the as of the return, and di- 

ed to the high bailiff, whofe equal and dif- 
interefted condu€t they greatly applauded. He 
likewile irfited, that, for his own vindication, 
the maiter fhould be brought under the confide- 
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fides ; and fuch was the implacable animofity of | 
the two parties, that it was with the utmoft dif- | 
ficulty the more moderate among them, could - 


ration of the houfe ; and accordingly both parties. 
were appointed to be heard on the fixth of Fe: 

In the mean time a motion was made and 
carried, that the high balliff fhould be called to - 
the bar of the houfe, to give an account of his 
condu& in the courfe of the laft feffion, and to 
know frem whom he had received any obftruc- 
tion in the execution of his office. The bailiff 
accordingly made his appearance; and named 
Mr. Cowle, the honourable Alexander Murray, 
brother to lord Elibank, and one Gibfon, an up- 
holfterer, as the perfons who had been moft 
active in obftruéting him in the difcharge of his 
duty. Thefe three perfons were Gerciare fum- 
moned to the bar; and Mr. Cowle received a 
reprimand from the {peaker on his knees. 

The houfe then proceeded to confider the cafe 
of Mr. Murray, and, after a fhort debate, they 
came to the following refolutions; that it ap- . 
peared to the houfe, that the honourable Alex- 
ander Murray, on the fifteenth of May laft, 
being the day of returning a member for the city 
of Weftminfter, attended by a mob, did, before 
the retum was made, come-to the houfe of Mt. 
Badwin, the deputy high bailiff of the fame 
city, and then and there declared, ina menacin 
manner, that he, and a thoufand more, ha 
fworn, that the high bailiff fhould make his re- 
turn in the middle of Covent Garden, and not 
in the portico: that the faid Alexander Murray, 
immediately after the return was made, appeat- 
ed in Covent Garden church-yard, while the re- 
turning office was in the veftry, near the place 
where the return was made, at the head ofta 
mob, who feemed to be for fir George Vande- 
put, and did then utter words exciting and in- 
flaming the faid multitude to infult and murder 
the returning officer; and afterwards, as the- 
retuming officer was Boing away, the faid 
Alexander Murray, perfevering in his wicked: 
purpofes, did, at the head of the faid mob, again 
excite them to aéts of violence, faying, with 
imprecations, “ will nobody knock the dog, 
* down! will nobody kill the dog!” or words. 
to that effe&. 

Tt was at the fame time refolved, that Mr. 
Mansy fhould be committed to Newgate ; and 
that he thould be brought to the bar of the houfe 
to receive his fentence upon his knees. — 
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aét of humiliation was impofed upon him by the 
influence of the young and more violent mem- 
bers, who heard he had declared, that he would 
not fubmit to fuch an indignity, ir infor- 
mation feems to have been. well founded : for 
when Mr. Murray was.conduéted to the bar, he 
aftually refuled to kneel ; a circumftance which 
greatly alarmed. the moderate members. 

The commons were now ata lofs to determine 
what punifhment they could infli& upon him 
more fevere than imprifonment. Some of the 
moft violent members, indeed, recommended 
more rigorous meafures; but the committee, to 
whom the affair was referred, gave it as their 
opinion, that there was no precedent of the 
houfe having exercifed a more exte.:five power. 
They refolved, therefore, that Mr. Murray hav- 
ing, in a moft infolent and audacious manner, at 
the bar of the houfe, abfolutely refufed to appear 
upon his knees in compliance with their former 
refolution, had been guilty of a high and moft dan- 
gerous contempt of the authority and privilege 
of the houfe: that, for this offence, he fhould 
be committed’ clofe prifoner to Newgate: and 
that, while there, he fhould not be allowed the 
ufe of pen, ink, or paper, nor be indulged in 
the privilege of having any perfon admitted to 
him without the leave of the houfe. Thefe re- 
folutions were ordered to be put in execution ; 
and accordingly that night, or rather morning, 
(for it was one before the houfe rofe) Mr. Mur- 
ray was conducted to Newgate. 

Soon after his commitment, he was feized 
with a flight indifpofition; and the phyficians 
reporting that his health was in danger, the 
houfe confented to his being removed from New- 
gate, and taken into the cuftody of the a ai 
at arms: but he had the refolution to reje€t this 
offer, and continue in prifon till the end of the 
feffion ; at the conclufion of which, being de- 
livered from his confinement, he made a kind of 
triumphant proceffion to his own houfe, accom- 
panied by the theriffs of London, with a large 
train of coaches, amidft the acclamations of his 


rty. 
While the parliament was proceeding with 
the public bufinefs, an event occurred, which 
was deplored by every-patriotic and feeling mind, 


® The prince of Wales had a nomerous family Be- 


fies George (our beloved fovereign) who fucceeded to. 
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the death of Frederic, prince of Wales, who, 
having contrafted an abfcefs in the lungs, ex- 
pired on the tenth of March, in the forty-fifth 
year of his age 

The character of this prince, in all the different: 
relations of life, was not only irreproachable, . 
but even worthy of the higheft efteem and ve- 
neration. The qualities of his heart were at- 
traCtive: he was humane, fincere, benevolent, 
friendly, and munificent ; and his moral virtues - 
were equal to his focial endowments. Poffeffed. 
of a confiderable fhare of learning himfelf, he 
took a pleafure in emscouraging the learned and : 
ingenious. When independent, he diftinguithed 
them by his friendfhip and countenance; when: 
their circumftances required it, by his muni- 
ficence-and bounty. He had ftudied the {pirit 
of the Englifh conftitution with much greater 
accuracy than, confidering his numerous avo 
cations, could reafonably have been expected ; 
and had he lived to afcend the throne, the peo- 
ple could not have failed, but through their own 
imprudence, to have been happy under his 
government. 

Some blame, however, may be-juftly imputed 
to him for his eager sidan alee of the op- 
pofition of party to the meafures of his father : 
but though he had for fome time favoured the 
oppofition, it was in the moft perfect confiftency 
with his duty both as a fon and a fubject. He. 
had recently difcovered the interefted motives 


‘ of thofe who generally compofed the minority : 


and it 1s fuppofed, that, had he lived much 
longer, he would have withdrawn his confidence 
from men, who, under the mafk of public fpirit, 
regarded only their private advantage; and to 
whofe pernicious councils he was inclined to 
afcribe that unhappy mifunderftanding, which 
generally prevailed between the eldeft fons of 
is family and their fathers. That thefe were 
really his fentiments, appeared from a va- 
riety of circumftances, and particularly from an 
expreflion to his eldeft fon a tew days before 
his death, though without having the leaft ap- 
prehenfion of it; when embracing him with 
great tendernefs, he faid, ‘ Come, George, let 
“ us be good friends while we.are fuffered to > 
“ be fo*. ; 
The 


his pretenfions, he had Edward, William, and Henry, 
dukes of York, Gloucefter, and Cumberland; and Fre- 
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The death of the ptince of Wales produced 
an entire revolution in the flate of national par- 
ties. The tender affeftion expreffed by the king 
towards the princefs and her children, and the 
dutiful fubmiffion which they manifefted to him, 
made fuch an impreflion on the minds of the 
people in general, that all | cab cacaeaal 
feemed at once to be annihilated. 

The princefs of Wales, in confequence of a 
ameflagé from his majetty, was declared re- 
gent of the realm, in the event of the king’s 
death, during the minority of her eldeft fon; 
and fhe was to be aflitted in the admini- 
ftration of the government by a council of re- 
gency *. 

This feffion was diftinguifhed by a bill for the 
reformation of the calendar. It is unneceffary 
to inform our {cientific readers, that, between 
the twelve months of the calendar eftablithed by 
Julius Cafar, and the real folar year, there was 
an inequality of almoft eleven minutes, and that 
hence arofe a difference of one day in about one 
hundred and thirty-three years. For this varia- 
tion, an allowance was made, by ordering that 
eleven days fhould be omitted in the following 
year (between the fecond: and fourteenth of Sep- 
tember); and it was alfo provided, that the 
vear, inftead of beginning at Lady-day, fhould 
commence on the firft of January. Thus the 
Britith ftyle, after a long.interval of inconvenient 
difference, coalefced with that which had pre- 
vailed on the continent from the time of Pope 


Seric, who died in hi. fisteenth sear. Of the daughters, 
Augafta, Elizabeth, Louifa, and Caroline Mati'da, the 
firft ts duchefs of Brantwick; the fecond and third died 
unmarried; and the fourth, who was a pufthumou child, 
‘was the unfortunate queen of Denmark. 

® This was compofed of his royal highnefs the duke 
of Curbertand, who was then at the head of the army; 
ahe archbifhop of Canterbury, the lord Chancellor ; the 
lord bigh treafurer of Great Britain, or firlt commiffioner 
of the treafury; the prefident uf the council; the lord 

tivy feal; the lord high admiral of Great Britain, or 
rt comraiffioner of the admiralty; the two fecretaries of 
frac; pnd tht lord chief juftice of the king’s beneh : all 
. — for the time being, except his royal highsefs the 
uke. 

'¢ In the courfe of this year, Mifs Blandy was executed 
Yér poifoning her father, ah eminent aitorney, at Henley 
upap Thames. One Jefferies, a young woman, with Swan, 
ber lover, were executed for murdering her uncle, a 


wealiby uadefman, who had retired from bufinefs, and 
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Gregory XIIL The bill, after fome obftruc- 
tions, paffed into a law. 

On the twenty-fifth of June, his majefty re- 
paired to the houfe of peers, where, after having 
thanked the parliament for the prudence and 
difpatch with which they had conduéted the 
public bufinefs, he ordered them to be pro- 
rogued to the thirteenthof Auguft. In April 
Eee George, eldeft fon of the prince of 

ales, was invefted with the dignity of that 
title, as well as that of earl of Chefter; and 
was foon after chofen governor of the Free Bri- 
tith Fithery. 

Never were the common people of England 
known to be more profligate and diffolute than 
at this period ; nor the fuperior claffes more cha- 
titable and beneficent. Numbers of perfons 
were executed for crimes of the greateft atro- 
city ; and many new hofpitals were erected and 
liberally endowed. 

Befides the prince of Wales, this year proved 
fatal to another of the royal family ; the prince 
of Orange, who died on the eleventh of Oétober, 
in the forty-firft year of his age. — 

The French king was eagerly purfuing the 
fchemes which he had formed in America; and 
for the execution of which, a heavy contribution 
was exacted from the cletgy. Thus fupplied, 
his miniftry began to make the neceffary prepa- 
rations. eral regiments of their beft troops, 
with a fufficient ftore of arms, ammunition, and 
provifions, were tranfported into that part of 


with whom the bad lived for a confiderable time, A 
large mob affembled at Tring in Hertlordihire, and feia- 
ing an old woman and her bufband, under the notion of 
their being a witch and wizard, and as fach having 
oommerce with the devil, @ealed them with fuph inhu- 
manity, by infulting, ducking, and beating them, that the 
woman died on the fpot, and the man with difficulty 
efcaped with his life. For this murder one Colley was 
banged. Twoéellows, Welth and Jones, were difcover- 
ed to be the authors of a rape and murder, for which one 
Coleman, a brewer’s clerk, had unjufily fuffered. Thefe 
wretches were prefent at Coleman’s execution, heard the 
declaration of tis innocence, and drove the cert from 
under him. Both of them were hanged, ouofefling the 
atime. 

Cotemporary writers concur in their refiediens on the 
licentious habits and depravit y of manners, which now 
led. Thefe horrid a&s, however, were not fo 
general as to flamp the churafter of barbarity on the 

nation. : 
' the 
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tlie world. Their garfifons were reinforced: 
their fortifications com . Large fums of 
money and vat uantities of intoxicating liquors 
were fent to débauch the Indians, from their 
friendthip with the Engtith; and, in the mean 
time, the better to conceal the whole defign, 
the Britith ambdffador at Paris, was particularly 
careffed. 

The parliament meeting on the fourteenth 
of November, the king, in bis fpeech to both 
houfes, again congratulated them on the general 
tranquillity which prevailed in Europe, and 
from which ‘his good fubjefts had reaped the 
moft folid advantages in their trade and manu- 
fa€tures: addreffes of thanks having been pre- 
fented by both houfes, the commons proceeded 
to fettle the fupply*. 

The enormities of this period were afcribed to 
the extravagance of the populace, who appeared 
to negieét all ferious occupations, and to wafte 
their whole time and fubftance in pleafure and 
diffipation. Every city, every town, and almoft 
every village, was furnifhed with affemblies, of 
mufic, revelling and gaming; and the whole 
nation feemed devoted to one perpetual holiday. 

To crufh this growing evil, a bill was pre- 
pared and paffed by the commons, for the better 
preventing of thefts and robberies, for regulating 
places of public entertainment, and for punifhing 
the keepers of diforderly houfes. It cannot be 
fuppofed, that a bill of fuch a beneficial ten- 
dency fhould meet with any obftrution in the 
upper houfe, where it was immediately paffed, 
and foon after received the royal affent. 

The eftates, which had been forfeited in Scot- 
land by the rebellion of one thoufand feven 
hundred and fifteen, had been expofed to public 
fale, and generally purchafed for the former ow- 


* A. D, 1782. 

+ Among the laws paffed in this feflion was a ftatuto 
that all criminals, conviéted of murder, were to be exc- 
cuted the day fucceeding their condemnation, and their 
bodies delivered to the furgeons to be anatomized. 

The attention of the public was at this time engaged by 
an affair.of a very fingular nature. Sir Peter Warren, who 
was extremely popular in the nation, having intimated 
that he thould not be difpleafed at being chofen alder- 
man of London, the inhabitants of Bilingfgate ward, which 
happened to be vacant, immediately e ebted him. 

he lords juftices were no fooner informed of this inci- 
dent, than they gave it as their opinion, that his accepting 
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Herd: on which account the fpirit of difaffeGtion 
continued to prevail in its formet vigour: To 
prevent the confequences of which, a refolution 


‘was now taken to veft in the crown the ‘eftates, 


which had been forfeited by the late rebellion, 
and to apply the produce of them to purpofes of 
national utility. A bill accordingly was brought 
into the lower houfe for annexing thefe eftates 
to the crown‘ unalienably, for making fatis- 
faftion to the lawful creditors, for eftablith- 
ing a method for letting leafes of the lands, and 
for applying the rents of them towards civilizing 
and improving the highlands of Scotland. 

Notwithftanding the apparent utility of this 
bill, it was vigoroufly oppofed by a few mem- 
bers; but it was carried in the lower houfe by a 
majority of one hundred and thirty five againft 
twenty-nine voices, and, in the upper, by a 
majority of eighty againft twelvet. 

The foreign tranfactions of this year were nei- 
ther numerous nor interefting. A violent dif-. 
pute had lately arifen between the court of Vi- 
enna and the eleftor Palatine, who laid claim to 
a large fum of money, as the arrears of his troops 
during the late war; but as that prince’s vote 
was of great confequence in the eleftion of a 
king of the Romans, the difference was happily 
compromifed by the intervention of his Britannic 
majefty, and a treaty concluded between the 
contending parties. 

A mifunderftanding had likewife happened 
between his Britannic majefty and the king of 
Pruffia, concerning their refpeCtive pretenfions 
to the province of Eaft-Friefland, which was at 
prefent pofleffed by the latter of thefe monarchs. 
The Hanoverian minifter, at the diet of Ratifbon 
delivered a memorial to that affembly, propofing 
to refer the controverfy to the decifion of the em- 


the office of alderman muft be confidered as inconfiftent 
with his duty as an admiral, and that there was no prece- 
dent of a knight of the bath having ferved in that ftation. 
Sir Peter therefore declined the intended honour; paid 
his fine of five hundred pounds to be excufed from ferving ; 
and prefented the inhabitants of the ward with two han- 
dred guineas tor the benefit of the poor. 

The inhabitants, however, equally regardlefs of the 
opinion of the lords juftices and of Sir Peter’s refufal, {till 
refolutely infifted on his ferving; at length, however, 
Mr. Beckford, one of the moft opulent merchants in the 
city, declared himfelf a candidate for that dignity, and ‘ 
they condefcended to eleét him. : 

peror 


4D 


290 


peror and the Aulic council: yet this expedient, 
was peremptorily rejeGed by his Praffan ma- 
jefty. But after matuse deliberation, he ingenu- 
on ee up the point®. 

e Britihh parliament meeting on the ele- 
venth of January+, his majefty opened the fef- 
fion by a {peech, informing them, that be had 
found in all his allies the beft difpofition to con- 
tinue the prefent tranquillity of Europe: that he 
had no fupplies to alk, byt what would be ne- 
ceflary for the ordinary fervices: and that he 
hoped they would apply their moft ferious atten- 
tion to the improvement of commerce and the 
Tevenue. 

After voting the neceflary fupplies, an affair 
of a very interefting and important nature came 
before the commons, and greatly excited the 
attention of the public. This was a bill to per- 
mit perfons profeffing the Jewith religion to be 
naturalized by parliament. Again(t this bill 
a petition was prefented by the lord-mayor, alder- 
men, and common-council of London, who al- 
ledged that fhould the bill pafs into a law, it 
would tend greatly tothe difhonour of religion, 
endanger our excellent conftitution, and prove 
highly prejudicial to the intereft and trade of this 
kingdom in general, and the city of London in 
particular : they therefore prayed that the {cheme 
might be laid afide. This petition was followed 


by another, of a very different nature, trom fome | 


woollen-manufaéturers and others, concerned in 
fhipping; but the advocates of the Jews, difre- 
garding public clamours, purfued their aim, and 
the bill became a law. 

The fatal effe&ts of clandeftine marriages had 
long been a fubje€t of complaint in England. 
Every day produced hearings in the court of 
chancery, and appeals to the houfe of peers, con- 
cerning the validity of th .fe marriages; on ac- 
count of the isregularity of which the innocent 
offspring were, fometimes, deprived of fuccetlion 


* Inthe ¢arlier part of thts fefion, on the 12th af Decem- 
Ler, une thoufan i feven hundred and hity one, dred lord 
vueount Bolingbroke, one of the gicateit nen of the age 
in whichhe hved, He puffeffed amiable talents, his mind 
Was acute, penctrating, and comprehenfive ; his manners 
were graceful and puliihed; and his wit refined. “Thou 
his youth was tinciured with the love of pleafure, he did 
not negled the advantage of mental improvement. He 
bad a great (hare of geiral knowledge; was deeply con- 
verfant io politics; and was the abieft and moft admired 
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. to their effates, though their pasents had been 
| married by. mutual confent. 


Men and women of the moft infamous charac- 
ters had it in their pawer to ruin the fons and 
daughters of the greateft families in England, by 
the daily opportunities of marrying in the Fleet 
and other unlicenfed places; which were fo nu- 
merous, that marrying was become as much a 
trade as any mechanical profedion. T'rom fome 
fhocking inftances pf this kind which had lately 
been difcovered, this bill originated. It was in- 
troduced into the upper houfe, for preventing 
the practice of clandeftine marriages; and which 
after fome inconfiderable alterations, was fent 
down to the commons. 

There it was furioufly oppofed, as well from 
the minifterial as antiminifterial party: and the 
conteft, it muft be acknowledged on this oc- 
cafion, was more fair and equal than ever it fad 
been at any former period: as the members 
were no longer aftuated by political motives, 
but merely by their own private fentiments. The 
chief objection urged againft it was, that it was 
manifeftly calculated for engrolfing all the wealth 
of the kingdom among the families of the great 
and rich; but this objection, however well 
founded, was thought to be counter-balanced by 
the many evils that daily flowed trom the contrary 
practice, The fupporters of the,bill, were lord 
Barrington, the attorney and folicitor-general, 
and many other gentlemen of great abilities :. it 
was as vigoroufly oppofed by Mr. Fox, Mr. 
Nugent, Mr. Townfend, and feveral other mem- 
bers. 

In point of eloquence and argument the two 
parties were equally matched: but the enemies 
of the bill were fo fuccefsful, that, during its pro- 
grefs through the houfe, few of its claufes re- 
mained unaltered; and Mr. Tox, holding it up 
in his hand, as Antony expofed the murdcred 
body of Cafar, pronounced a kind of parody of 


orator of the Britifh fenate. “Though he was conneéted 
with the tory faGtion, he wasa frend to liberty; and 
thouzh his ambition, and the warmth of his paffions, led 
him into improprietics and inconfiftencies of condu@, no 
man was better acquainted with the laws of univerfal 
reGitude, or could give more rational and judicious advice 
for the inftru@tion of others. His political writings are 
preferable to his philofophical works, which are juftly 
condemned by chriftian readers. Dr. Coote. 


¢ A, D, 1753. 
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| GEORGE I. 
Shakefpear’s fpeech upon that occafion. - Its | 
rinciples - 


friends, however, infifted, that its 
were,ftill the fame; and, at length, after along 
and obftinate conteft, it was paffed by a great 
majority, and in the end confirmed by the royal 
fanétion. This a& which has frequently been 
evaded, is ftill in force, and has been produétive 
of falutary effe&ts. 

About this time Sir Hans Sloane, the cele- 
brated phyfician and naturalift, dying, his collec- 
tion of curiofities was offered to the public for 
twenty thoufand pounds; a propofal which was 
readily accepted. The library of the late earl 
of Oxford was purchafed for half that fum; and 
thefe two being joined to the Cottonian and 
Royal libraries, were converted intothe Mufeum, 
which is now to be feen at Montague-houfe, 
under the dire€tion of its truftees and governors. 
They have fince been confiderably augmented, 
particularly in the article of books, both printed 
and in manu(cript. 

On the feventeenth of June his majefty ter- 
minated the feffion with a fpeech, in which he 
obferved, that the ftate of foreign affairs had 
received no material alteration fince their meet- 
ing: and that they might depend upon his pur- 
fuing the fame principles which he had then de- 
clared to them: that to preferve the peace, and 
confult the real profperity of his people, and, at 
the fame time, to affert and maintain the honour 
and juft rights of his crown and kingdoms, were 
the objeéts of all his meafures and purfuits*, 


* Far'y in this year an incident occurred, which long 
occupied the attention, and divided the nation into 
parties. A young woman, whofe name was Ehzabeth 
Canning, pretended, that on the firft of January, as fhe 
was coming home at night, fhe was met under Bedlam- 
wall by two men, who Mtiipped her of part of her »pparel; 
and having fecured her mouth with a gaz, threaten d to 
kill her if the made the Icaft noife; that they dragged her 
to the houfe of one Wells near Enfieid-Wath, where a 
woman robbed her of her ftays: that the was then foiced 
into a cold, damp room, where fhe was contined almoft a 
month without any other fuftenance than a few ftale crufts 
of bread, and about a gallon of water: that all thefe feve- 
rities were exercifed upon her to induce her to fubimt to 
profiitution: that neverthclefs, fhe was enabled to pre- 
ferve her virtue: and that having, at lafi, found means 
to make her efcape through a window, fhe ran home to 
her mother’s houfe almoft naked, on the night of the 
twenty-ninth of January. 

Though nothing could be more improbable, and indecd 
more incredible than this ftory, yet it fo powerfully ope- 
rated on the paifion: of the common people, efpecisily the 
enthufiafts of all denominations, that large {ub{criptions 
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An att of illiberal vengeance difgraced the go- 
vernment at this time. Dr. Cameron, having 
notwithftanding his attainder, ventured to retarn 
to North-Britain, to reclaim fome money which 
had been embezzled by the highlanders, was ap- 
prehended, and condu€ted to London, where 
the identity of his perfon being proved, he re- 
ceived fentence of death, which he accordingly 
fuffered at Tyburn, notwithftanding the reputa- 
tion of his merit, and the diftance of time from 
the fuppreffion of the revolt. 

The. exportation of corn, which had proved 
fo advantageous to England, gave occafion about 
this time to fome inteftine commotions of a very 
alarming nature. A large party of colliers and 
others having affembled in a body, made an at- 
tack upon the city of Briftol; and, though treated 
by the magiftrates with the utmoft lenity, they 
began to plunder fome loaded veffels which were 
lying in the harbour. They were however re- 
pulfed, for that time, by the officers of the peace, 
the city being deftitute of regular forces. On 
the following day the rioters renewed their at- 
tack with redoubled fury; and the tumult was 
carried to fuch a hgight, that the citizens were 
obliged to call to their affiftartce a troop of the 
Scotch grey diagoons, who immediately quelled 
the infurgents; feveral of whom were killed, 
and a contiderable number wounded. 

Similar tumults arofe in Yorkthire, on account 
cf the turnpikes, many of which were demolifed 
bythe rabble. At Leeds the civil power, having 


were raifed for profecuting the mages delinquents. 
Warrants accordingly were immediately iffued for appre- 
hending Wells, miftrefs of the houfe at Enfield- Wath, the 
maid fervant, whofe name was Virtue Hall, and one 
Squires, an old gypfy woman, whom Canning charged 
with robbing her of her ftays. 

The gypfy being tried for the imputed robbery, was 
pronounced guilty, by a prejudiced jury ; and the wou'd 
probably have fuffered death, had not Sir Crifp Gafcoyne, 
the chief magiftrate of London, inveftigated the cafe, de 
veloped the impofture, and obtained by his aclive interpo- 
fition a pardon for theinjured old woman. The partifans 
of Canning endeavoured to prove, that the witnefles who 
had {worn to the prefence of Squires in a different place 
from the fcene of the robbery , had committed the crime of 
perjury; but they were acquitted on fatisfactory evidence. 
Canning being tried for the fame offence, was found guilty, 
and fentenced to be tranfported for feven years. Her 
friends calumniated her profecutors, and villified the )a- 
rors whefe verdiGt had configned her to exile. But the 
more impartial were convinced of her guilt, and gratified 
with her punifhment, : 


fent 


292 


fent for a detachment of dragoons to fupport the 
colle€tors of the tolls, the mob were fo enraged 
at this circumRance, that they broke into-the 
town, and attacked the troops; who being ob- 
liged to fire in their own defence, nine of the 
rioters were killed, and twenty-four wounded. 

The external tranquillity of France was no 
fooner reftored by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
than its internal peace was difturbed by the 
difputes which were revived between the parlia- 
ment and clergy. Thefe diffentions, however, 
did not prevent the French from continuing their 
encroachments in America, where matters were 
ripening to a frefh rupture between them and 
the Englith in that quarter of the world. 

The Englifh governors in America having 
tranfmitted an account of thefe encroachments 
to the government of Great-Britain, the earl of 
Albemarle, the Britith ambaflador at Paris, re- 
ceived inflructions to expoftulate with the French 
miniftry upon that fubjeét. 

In complaints of little confequence he fome- 
times obtained fatisfa&tion; and, in all, plaufible 
words and liberal promifes. Sometimes it was 
alledged, that the French governors and com- 
mandants in Arherica had exceeded their in- 
ftru€tions; fometimes the complaints were de- 
clared to be ill founded; at other times, the 
grievances were promifed to be redreffed: but, 
in the mean time, the French were multiplying 
their hoftilities, and ftrengthening their ufurpa- 
tions by new recruits of men, money, and pro- 
vifons fent to their colonies in the Weft-Indies. 
With refpe& to the conferences of the commif- 
faries, they proved wholly ineffectual. The 
French fo little regarded the Englith, that the 
latter feeing no hopes of obtaining any kind of 
redrefs, immediately terminated the negociation, 
and returned to their native country. 

“The Britith parliament terminated on the fif- 
teenth of November, when hardly any debates 
arofe in the progrefs of the pecuniary grants. 

Many circumftances occurred to produce har- 
. mony and concord in the parliament. Mr. Pel- 
ham’s candouc and punéuslity, in fulfilling all 
his engagements, whether of a public or private 
nature, had procured him a number of friends; 
while thofe who were inclined to o him, 
either from views of intereft or ambition, found 
they only expofed their own weaknefs, by their 
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ineffe€{ual attempts to depreciate his merit. The 
party Which had been formed againtt him, during 
the life-time of the late prince Wales, was now 
difipated: and a furprizing {pirit of loyalty be- 
gan to prevail in every part of the nape a 
revolution that principally arofe from the good 
underftanding which fubfifted between the 
feveral branches of the royal family. 

The firft affair, that came before the parlia- 
ment, was the repeal of the act of Jewith aatu- 
ralization. This a€t had excited a moft violent 
fpirit of jealoufy and difcontent among the whole 
body of the people, who were highly enraged 
agamft thofe of the Jewith religion. The minif- 
try faw the folly of oppofing the popular torrent: 
Mr. Pelham and his brother having already de- 
clared they would ufe their utmoft endeavours, 
to procure the repeal ofa law, which had given 
fo much diffatisfaftion to the nation. 

On the firft day of the feffion, the duke of New- 
caftle prefented to the upper houfe, a bill to re- 
peal the a€t, permitting perfons of the Jewith 
religion to be naturalized by parliament, and for 
other purpofes therein mentioned. A claufe had 
been inferted in the act to be repealed, difabling 
all naturalized Jews to purchafe, inherit, or take 
any advowfon or prefentation, or other right or 
intereft in any benefice, prebend, or other eccle- 
fiaftical living or promotion, fchool, hofpital, or 
donative, or any grant or avoidance thereof. By 
the firt draught of the a€t for the intended re- 
peal, this claufe was not to be annulled; but 
fome gentlemen were of opinion, that if it was 
permitted to remain, that the Jews might pur- 
chafe or inherit any other kind of property in the 


sag 

The new bill, however, was- ftrenuoufly 
oppofed by the earl of Granville, the lord chan- 
cellor, lord Raymond, and particularly by the 
earl Temple, who zealoufly exerted himfelf in 
defence of the Ifraelites. The bifhops en- 
deavoured to vindicate their conduct in havin 
voted for the aft, which they scknowledged 


‘only to have confidered in a political light; but 


the majority of the peers agreed in opinion, that 
the ee was, ie tte of too litle confe- 
uence, to hazard the general diffatisfaftion of 


t A aig 
bill, therefore, was immediately paffed, 
and tranf{mitted to the lower houfe, where i 
mt 
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met with a ftrenuous oppofition from a confider- 
able number of members, efpecially from Mr. 
Potter, who {poke againft it with great vehe- 
mence, : 

A debate, however, arofe, from fome exprefs 
fions in the preamble of the bill, intimating, that 
*‘ occafion had been taken from the late aét, to 
“ raife difcontents, and to difquiet the minds of 
“© many of his majefty’s fubjeéts.” This paflage 
being confidered as a reflection on the oppofers 
of the act, an alteration was propofed with a 
view of foftening it, but being refifted by Mr. 
Pelham and Mr. Pitt, it was not received by the 
houfe. The bill of abrogation paffed without a 
divificn, and the ena&tment of it created much 
fatisfa€tion among the people. 

When the fovereign difmiffed the two houfes, 
he declared, that he fhould always remember 
the many eminent proofs they had given of loy- 
alty, wifdom, and patriotifm. He then com- 
manded a diffolution, this being the feventh year 
of meeting of that auguft affembly. 

Soon after the parliament was diffolved by 
proclamation, and writs were iffued for con- 
ie anew one. The fame ceremonies were 
practifed with regard to the convocations of 
Canterbury and York, though they no longer 
retained their former influence: the behaviour 
of the lower houfe, during fome of their laft 
meetings, had been fo factious and turbulent, 
that it was thought imprudent to entruft them 
again with the difcuffion of matters of an eccle- 
fiaftical nature. 

In the beginaing of March, the miniftry of Great 
Britain fuftained a lofs of the firft commiffioner 
of the treafury, by the death of Mr. Pelham, who 
was not only fincerely lamented by his fovereign, 
but alfo regretted by the nation in general, to 
whofe good will and affe€tion he had recom- 
mended himfelf by his candid and ingenuous be- 
haviour, even while he was purfuing meafures 
which fome of them did not perfeétly approve. 

England, it may be affirmed, never enjoyed 
fuch a ftate of political tranquillity, as during 
the time he had the dire€tion of the treafury ; 
and he is, perhaps, the only inftance of a minifter, 
who made great virtues fupply the place of great 
abilities. 

Poffeffed of a clear head, and a good heart, 
he was refpeftable in his public capacity, as 
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welt as amiable in his private charaéter. But 
his memory deferves fome blame for his com- 
pliance with the Germanic fyfiem of the court, 
which in his heart he difapproved, 

He had, a little before his death, concerted 
the plan of the new parliament, and imparted it 
to his majefty, who had thought proper to honour 
it with his approbation. A refolution was there- 
fore taken to admit @f as few deviations as pof- 
fible from the {cheme he had farmed. 

His brother, the duke of caftle, fucceeded 
him at the board of treafury; and fir Thomas 
Robinfon,, who_had long refided as ambaflador 
at the court of Vienna, was appointed fecretary 
of ftate. ‘The other department of this office 
was ftill retained by the earl of Holdernefs ; and 
the funétion of chancellor of the exchequer was 
performed by fir William Lee, the lord chief 
juftice of the King’s Bench, till a proper perfon 
could be found to fupport that important dig- 
nity: but, in the courfe of the fummer, it was 
conferred upon Mr. Legge, by whom it was 
not difgraced. ; 

Several other alterations were made of lefs 
importance to the public. Sir George Lyttleton 
was appointed cofferer, and the earl of Hillfbo- 
rough comptroller of the houfhold. Mr. George 
Grenville, brother of earl Temple, became trea- 
furer of the navy; and Mr. Charles Townfend 
accepted the place of a Jord of the admiralty, in 
the room of lord Barrington, conftituted mafter of 
the wardrobe. Lord Hardwicke, the chancellor, 
was promoted to the dignity of an earl. The 
{tation of lord chief juftice of the king’s bench 
becoming vacant by the death of fir William 
Lee, was conferred upon fir Dudley Rider, who 
was fucceeded by Mr. Murray in the office o 
attorney general. ‘ 

The ele&tions for the new parliament went 
every where in favour of the miniftry. The fpi- 
rit of oppofition was now almoft extinguifhed ; 
and the court and country party, which ufually 
produced fuch difaftrous effeCts, had incurred 
the contempt not only of oe of fuperior un- 
derftanding, but even of the moft ignorant of 
the vulgar. ‘The writs being returned, the par~ 
liament was opened on the tenth of May, by 
the duke of Cumberland, and fome other peers, 
who aéted by virtue of a commiffion from his 
majefty. Mr. Onflow being chofen and pre- 

4 i fented 


294 
fented as fj of the lower houfe, and ap- 
proved as fuch by the commitfioners ; the lord 
chancellor made a {peech to the parliament on 
"i the begin f he Englith 
n uming of this year, the ifh met 
with great Scabarratiwent from the bith pariia- 
ment. The inhabitants of this latter kingdom, 
blefled with a mild adminiftration, had im- 
roved confiderably in all the arts of peace: 
eat, in proportion as they advanced in thefe 
focial advantages, they feemed to forget their 
dependency upon England, and the conftitu- 
tional ties to which they were fubje&. The 
Britith government hardly fuffered them to feel 
any inequality between their own conftitution 
and that of Great Britain ; and this circumftance 
infufed a belief, that Ireland was wholly inde- 
pendent of England. During the lieutenancy 
of the earl of Chefterfield, their difcontents had 
been concealed; and while the rebellion raged 
in Great Britam, they gave unequivocal proofs 
of their duty and affe€tion to his majefty. The 
manners of the earl of Harrington. who fuc- 
ceeded him as lord lieutenant, not being fo agree- 
able to their genius, they began to difcover their 
diffatisfaftion ; but, under the duke of Daorfet, 
who was the next poffeffor of that high office, 
they unmafked the defigns which they had fo 
Jong entertained. 

Englith mimiftsy, having received no- 
thing but evafive anfwers from the court of Ver- 
failles, relative to the complaints that were 
made of the encroachments in America, fent 
petemptory orders to their governors in that 
country to repel force by force, and drive the 
French from their fettlements on the river Ohio. 
In confequence of thefe inttruions the pro- 
Vines of Virginia and Pennfylvania took the mat- 
ter into thew moft ferious confideration ; but, 
while they deliberated, the French were vigo- 
roully profecuting thet: defgns on the other fide 
of their mountame, They feized Logs Town, 
which the Virginians had built on the river Ohio; 
furprized the block-houfe and truck-houfe, 
‘where they found fkins and other commodities 
tothe amouat of twenty thoufand pounds ; and 

all the Britife traders, except two, 
who efféGed their efcape. At the fame time, 
M. de Contrecceur, with a thonfand men and 


tighteon pieces of cannon, arrived in three 
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canoes from Venango, a fort they had built on 
the banks of the Ohio, and took by affault a 
Britith fort, which the Virginians had ereéted 
on the forks of the Monangahela, that difcharges 
itfelf into the fame river. 

Thefe hoftilities were fucceeded by feveral 
fkirmifhes between the people of the two na- 
tions, which were attended with various fuccefs, 
At length the governors of the Britith colonies. 
received orders from England, to eftablith a po- 
litical confederacy for their common defence ; 
and the governor of New York was direéted to 
confer with the chiefs of the fix nations, with a 
view of detaching them from the French intereft, 
by means of promifes and valuable prefents 
which were fent over for that purpofe. A con- 
ference was accordingly propofed at Albany, to 
which place the governors of New York, accom- 
panied by commiflaries from all the other Britith 
colonies, immediately repaired : but few of the 
Indians attended, and thofe few feemed totally 
indifferent re(peGting the offers of triendthip that 
were tendered them by the Eenglith. 

This may be readily accounted for, as, by the 
arts of the French miffionarics, and the interefted 
conduét of fome of the colonifts, the Indians 
were entircly alienated from the Englith. ‘They 
accepted, however, of the prefents, and renewed 
their treaties with the king of Great Britain; 
and even folicited his affiftance in driving the 
French from the pofts and poffeffions they had 
feized within the Indian territories. 

In purfuance of thefe refolutions, colonel 
Wathington was fent from Virginia with four 
hundred men, and took poffeffiun of a pott on 
the banks of the Ohio, where he threw up fome 
works, and ereGted a kind of occafional fort, 
hoping to be able to defend himfelf in that fitua- 
tion, till he fhould be reinforced by a party from 
New York, which however did not arrive. 
While he remained in this frtuation, de Villier, 
the French general, advanced at the head of 
nine hundred men, intending to diflodge him. 
On his approach to the place, he detached Ja 
monville, an inferior officer, with a {mall party, 
and a formal fummons to Wathington, requiring 
bim to abandon the fort, whith, he pretended, 
was built on ground belonging to the French, 
or their allies; but this party having been guilty 
of fompe hoftilities, was either cut off, or made 
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prifoners by the Englifh. De Villier, enraged 
at this {uppofed infult, marched up to the attack, 
which Wathington for fome time fuftained under 
manifold difadvantages. At length, however, 
he furrendered the fort upon terms, for the per- 
formance of which he left two officers as hoftages 
in the hands of the French; and in his retreat 
was much harraffed by the Indians, who plun- 
dered his baggage and maffacred his people. 

The Englifh miniftry were no fooner informed 
of this event, than they difpatched orders to the 
earl of Albemarle at Paris, to complain of it to 
the French court, as a dire&t violation of the 
peace ; but little regard was paid to this repre- 
fentation. 

Both nations were now convinced that a war 
was inevitable, and each began to make fuitable 
preparations. _ France continued to fend rein- 
forcements of men, and fupplies of money and 
ammunition to Quebec, for the profecution of 
her ambitious projefts ; and the miniftry of Eng- 
land fent the neceflary cautions to the governors 
and provinces in North America, exhorting them 
to ufe their utmoft endeavours to refift the en- 
croachments of the enemy *. 

In Spain, the intereft of Great Britain was fo 

owerfully fupported by Mr. Wall, who had 
n ambaffador in England, and lately ap- 
pointed fecretary of ftate for foreign affairs, that 
the French party, though patronized by the 
queen mother, and fceccnded by all the influence 
of the marquis de la Enfenaca, the prime mr- 
nifter, was totally overthrown. ‘The king, being 
convinced that it would be for the interefi of his 
fubje€ts to continue on fricndly terms with Eng- 
land, and fully informed of Enfenada’s intrigues, 


ordered that minifter to be arrefted and confined, | 


and beftowed upon Mr. Wall the principal part 
of his employments. The Spaniaids, however, 
in the Weft Indies, ftill continued tc moleft the 
fubjefts of Great Britain ermploved in cutting log- 
wood in the Bay of Honduras; but reprefenta- 
tions on this head being made to the court of 


* In the courfe of this year, the Proteflant religion 
received a fevere blow by the defeétion of one of its 

incipsl profeffors. This was the hereditary prince of 
ete Caffel, hufband to the princefs Mary of England, 
who now renounced the Proteftant, and embraced the 
Catholic faith. He was fuppofed to have been induced 
to adopt that religion by the promifes of certain powers, 
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Madrid, the difpute was amicably adjufted 
between Mr. Wall and fir Benjamin Keene, the 
Britifh ambaffador. 

While the intereft of Britain thus prevailed in 
per it feemed to decline at the court of Lifbon, 

is Portuguefe majefty had formed vaft projects 
of trade and commerce, and even ereCted an Eaft 
India company: in the mean time he could not 
avoid exprefling his uneafinefs at the immenfe 
pao of gold which was annually exported 

om his dominions, as the balance due from his 
fubje&ts on Englith commodities. 

On the fourteenth of November, the king of 
Great Britain opened the feffion of parliament 
with a {peech, in which he obferved, that the 
general ftate of affairs in Europe bad fuffered 
very little alteration fince the laft meeting: that 
he had lately received from his good brother the 
king of Spain, the ftrongeft atfurances of his firm 
refolution to cultivate a good underftanding with 
England ; and that he, for his part, would con- 
tinue to perfevere in the fame fentiments. 

The government feemed determined to hum- 
ble the pride, and check the’ambition of the 
French nation ; and this difpofition was fo agree- 
able tothe people in general, that they regarded 
no expence, and earneftly feconded the defigns 
of the miniftry. ‘The commons granted for the 
fervice of the enfuing year, four millions and 
feventy-three thoufand pounds. Thefe fupplies 
were raifed by the permanent branches of the 
revenue, the land-tax and malt-tax, and a lottery 
for one million; one hundred thoufand pounds 
of it to be dedufted for the fervice of the public, 

‘and the remaining feven hundred thoufand to 
be charged on the produce of the finking fund. 

The civil tranfactions of this feffion were li+ 
mited to a few objeéts. Several new regulations 
were made for encouraging and improving the 
whale and white herring fifhery, as well as for 
completing a new fort, which had been lately 
built at Anamabve on the coaft of Atrica t. 

Notwithftanding the harmony and concord 

which 

who flattered him with the hopes of being made an elector 
of the empire, and, perhaps, of even being eleéted king 
of the Romans. 

+ By the conftjtution of Chelfea Hofpital, the difabled 
veterans, who au) bi the benefit of that eftablifhment, 


could not receive the firft payment till the expiration gf 
one year after they had been upon the lift of penfuns. 
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which prevailed in parliament, the controverted 
eleétion of Oxfordthire was produétive of very 
alarming debates. The fheriff had made a re- 
turn of all the four candidates ; lord Parker, fir 
Edward Turner, lord Wenman, and fir James 
Dathwood. The two former were chofen upon 
what was called the new or Whig intereft ; the 
two Jatter upon that of the Tory. Incredible 
was the expence, as well as animofity, with 
which this affair had been profecuted on both 
fides ; even murder had been perpetrated upon 
the place of election. The matter was contefted 
with equal zval in the houfe of commons. At 
length, after an obitinate difpute, lord Parker 
and fir Edward Turner were declared to be the 
fitting members by a majority of two hundred 
and thirty-three, againft one hundred and five 
voices. 

The attention of the legiflature was chiefly 
attraéted by the conduét of France, which ob- 
ferred no medium, but feemed refolutely intent 
upon ftriking fome important blow, which might 
be confidered as a declaration of war. At Breft, 
Rochfort, and dther ports in that kingdom, the 
French were emploved in fiting out a powerful 
armament, and did not fcruple to acknowledge 
that it was defigned for: North America *. 

Roufed at this information, the Britith mi- 
niftry equipped a fquadron with all poffible ex- 
pedition ; and on the twenty-third of April, ad- 
miral Bofcawen fet fail with eleven thips of the 
line and fix frigates, having on board fix thou- 
fand land forces, to attend the motions of the 
enemy ; but more certain and circumttantial in- 
telligence being brought with regard to the 
ftrength of the French armament, which con- 
fifted of twenty-one fhips of the line, befides 
frigates and tranfports, with a quantity of war- 
like ftores, and tour thoufand regular troops, 
under the command of baron Diefkau ; admiral 
Holborne was detached with fix thips of the 
line and one frigate, to reinforce Mr. Bufcawen ; 
and a great number of capital fhips were alfo 
pot incommittion. 


This obliged them t. have recourfe to ufurers, who ad- 
vanced them moncs at an ew rhitant jntereft, involving 
themfelves and fanilie. 1 the greatett diftrels. 

To remedy this increaling evil, Mr, Pitt, paymafter- 
general of the forcc,, brought in a bill, which will ever 
remain @ monument to his humanty. It ordained, that 


balf a year’s penfiun fiould be advanced half a year be- 
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On the fixth of May, the French fleet, com- 
manded by Mr. Macnamara, an officer of Irifh 
extraction, failed from Breft, dire&ting his courfe 
for North America; but after having proceeded 
to a certain latitude, he returned with nine of 
the principal fhips, while the reft of the fquadron 
continued their courfe under the direttion of’ 
Mr. Bois de la Mothe. 

While all Europe was in fufpence refpeting 
the fate of the Englifh and French fquadrons, 
preparations for a war were carrying on in 
England with unparalleled fpirit and alacrity. 
Still the French court flattered itfelf, that Great 
Britain, anxious for the fafety of his majefty’s 
German dominions, would refrain from hofti- 
lities. Mirepoix continued to have frequent 
conferences with the Britith miniftry, who did 
not hefitate to declare, that their admirals, par- 
ticularly Bofcawen, had orders to attack the 
French fhips, wherever they fhould meet them. 
Mirepoix, alarmed at this intimation, declared, 
that his mafter would confider fuch a circum- 
ftance as a formal declagation of war; and that 
the firft gun, which was hoftilely fired, thould 
kindle all Europe into a flame. 

This menace, inftead of intimidating the Eng- 
lith, induced them to redouble their preparations 
for war. A general prefs for feamen was begun 
in every part of the kingdom, as well as in ir - 
land; and confidcrable premiums were offered, 
not only by the government, but by all the confi- 
derable cities and towns in England, to fuch as 
fhould inlift voluntarily in his ar fervice, 
Other branches of the public bufinefs were for- 
warded with equal {pirit; and fuch was the 
eagernefs of the people to advance their money 
to government, that, inftead uf one million, 
which was to be raifed by way of lottery, almoft 
four millions were inftantly fubfcribed. 

Such was the ‘fituation of affairs at the time 
that his majefty’s prefence in Germany was be- 
come -abfolutely neceffary; and many people 
entertained the moft terrible apprehenfions, left 
the French fhould intercept him in his journey, 


fore it became due; and the practice of ufury was effec 
tually prevented by a claufe importing, that all contragis 
thould be void by witich any penfiun might be mortgaged. 
This excellent bill was unanimoufly approved, and hav- 
ing paficd both houfes with uncommon expedition, re- 
ceived the royal affent. 
* A. D, 1755, 
or 
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or prevent his return, Dusing the feffion, earl 

awlet made a motion, to expoftulate with his 
majefty, on the impropriety of his vifiting his 
foreign dominions at Fach a crifis; but it was 
not fupported by any of the other lords. 

The great uneafinefs, however, on account of 
his majefty’s departure, ftill continued, and was 
‘increaled by an apprehenfion, that, during his 
abfence, there would be little agreement among 
the lords of the regency *, 

Admiral Bofcawen, having taken on board 
two regiments at Plymouth, directed his courfe 


towards the banks of Newfoundland: and ina | 
few days after his arrival there, the French fleet | 
came to the fame ftation, under the command . 


of M. dela Mothe. But the thick fogs, which 
prevail upon thefe coafts, efpecially in the {pring 
feafon, prevented the hoftile fleets from per- 
ceiving each other; and part of the French ficet 
efcaped up the river St. Lawrence, whilft another 
part of it failed round, and got into the fame 
river, through the dangerous ftreights of Belle- 
ifle, by a courfe never known to be attempted 
before by fhips of the line. 

Whilft the Englifb fleet, however, lay off Cape 
Race, which is the Southernmoft point of New- 
foundland, and feemed to be the moft proper 
ftation for intercepting the enemy, two French 
fhips, the Alcide of fixty-four guns, and four 
hundred and eighty men, and the Lys, pierced 
for fixty-four guns, but mounting only twenty- 
two, and having eight companies of Jand forces 
on board, fell in with the Dunkirk, captain 
Howe, and the Defiance, captain Andrews, 
two fixty-gun fhips of the Englifh fquadron ; 
and, after a {mart engagement, which continued 
fome hours, and in which captain, afterwards 
lord Howe, behaved with the greateft {kill and 
intrepidity, were both taken, with feveral of- 
ficers and engineers, and about eight thoufand 
pounds in money. 

ough this aGtion was far from anfwering 
the expe€tation of the miniftry, yet, when the 


* Thefe were his royal highnefs William duke of Cum- 
berland ; Thomas lord archbifhop of Canterbury; Philip 
earl of Hardwicke, lord high chancellor; John earl of 
Granville, prefident of the council; Charles duke of 
Marlborough, lord privy feal; John duke of Rutland, 
Reward of the houfehold; Charles duke of Grafton, lord 
chamberlain; Archibald duke of Argyle; the duke of 
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particulars of it reached England, it animated 
the whole nation, who now faw plainly, that 
overnment was refolved to temporize no longer; 
ut to repel with vigour, the profecution of their 
ambitious fchemes in America; and alfo to 
chaftife them for their paft violences. 

No fooner was the French miniftry informed 
of this engagement, than the marquis de Mire- 
poix was recalled from London, and monfieur 
de Bufly from Hanover, where he had juft ar- 
rived to attend the king of England in a public 
chara€ter. They complained highly of Bof- 
cawen’s attacking their fhips, as a breach of na- 
tional faith; but it was retorted on them, with 
irrefiftible force, on the part of England, that the 
encroachments in America had rendered reprifals 
both juftifiable and neceffary. The refolution 
of making them was not taken without mature 
deliberation in the Englifh council. 

The Americans were not wanting to then 
felves in exerting a proper fpirit. The governor 
and aflembly of Maffachufet’s Bay, the chief of 
the New England provinces, had paffed an a@ 
towards the clofe of the yeas, prohibiting all 
intercourfe with the French at Louifburg; and, 
early in the {pring, they raifed a body of troops, 
which they fent to the afliftance of Mr. Law- 
rence, governor of Nova Scotia, to enable him 
to execute a plan he had formed for driving the 
French from the pofts they had ufurped in that 
province. The enemy had forefeen this attempt, 
and made preparations to refift it, though with- 
out effect. A detachment of regulars and pro- 
vincials, under lieutenant-colonel Monckton, 
advanced towards the ifthmus, which.feparated 
the Britifh poffeffions in Nova Scotia, from the 
extenfive diftri€ts unjuftly claimed by the French 
in that country; and quickly reduced all the 
French forts, one after another, and reftored 
perfe& tranquillity to Nova Scotia. 

While colonel Monckton was employed in 
reducing the French forts in Nova Scotia, pre- 
parations had been made in Virginia for attack- 


Newcaftle, firft commiffioner of the treafury; the duke 
of Dorfet, mafter of the horfe; the egrl of by idee, 
one of the fecretaries of ftate; the earl of Rochford, 
groom of the ftole; the earl of Harrington, Jord lieue 
tenant of Ireland; lord Anfon, firft commiffioner of the 
admiralty : fir Thomas Robinfon, fecyetary ef fate; and 
Henry Fox, efq; fecretary at war, 
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ing their pofts upon the Ohio. The conduét of 
this expedition was committed to major-general 
Braddock, who had been fent from England for 
that purpofe, early in the feafon, with two re- 
iments of foot, After a mortifying delay of 
ome months, occalioned by the negligence of 
provincial contraftors, he pafled the Allegany 
Mountains at the head of two thoufand two hun- 
dred men, and rapidly advanced towards Fort 
du Quefne, the chief obje&t of his enterprize. 
Though he poffeffed gredt intrepidity, he was 
unqualified for fuch an enterprize, having no 
knowledge of the countrv, being too imperious 
and obftinate to take advice, too bold and con- 
fident to guard againft a furprife, and too dif- 
dainful of the inferior fkill of the provincial 
, troops, to employ their aid with judgment and 
efficacy. Bcing informed, during his march, 
that the garrifon of that fort, which had been 
lately ereéted on the Ohio, near its conflux with 
the Monaungahela, expefted a reinforcement 
of five hundred regular troops, he left colonel 
Dunbar, with eight hundred men, to bring up 
his heavy baggage, and proceeded with the reft 
of his force, for the fake of greater expedition. 
But unfortunately, through his hafte, he did 
not take fufficient care to reconnoitre the favage 
country, with which he wss fo little acquainted ; 
where the danger of furprife is perpetual in 
woods, defiles, and moraffes. And he was too 
ambitious to afk the advice of the provincial 
officers, for whom -he entertained a fovereign 
contempt: though Hyde Park had hitherto been 
the only theatre of his own seat experience, 
and the evolutions of a regiment of guards, at a 
review, his chief effays in arms. 

In confequence of thefe unpropitious cir- 
cumftances, partly from the imperious obftinate 
character of the general, partly from his igno- 
rance of the fcene of war, and of the nature of 
hoftilities in which he was engaged, Braddock’s 
enterprize terminated in an awful misfortune. 
Advancing with carelefs confidence, he had ar- 
rived within ten miles of Fort du Quefne, when 
he fell into an ambufcade of French and In- 
dians, fo artfully planted in a defile, that they 
could take an unerring aim from behind trees 
and buthes, without expofing themfelves to any 
danger. About noon, a concealed fire began 
upon the front and left flank of the Englith 
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army, which was then in the middle of the de- 
file. The van-guard fell immediately back up- 
on the centre, and the Britith troops being feized 
with a panic, from the unufual appearance and 
horrid fhrieks of the favages who now fhewed 
themfelves, a total rout ented. Braddock him- 
felf, however, feemed infenfible to fear. Equally 
imprudent aad intrepid, he maintained his fta- 
tion, inftead of attempting a retreat, or bringing 
up his cannon to fcour the thickets with grape- 
fhot: and gave orders to the few gallant officers 
and’ foldiers, who remained about his perfon, 
to form and advance againft the almoft invifible 
enemy, whofe every fhot did execution. His 
obftinacy feemed only to increafe with the dan- 
ger by which he was preffed. At length, after 
having five horfes killed under him, he was mor- 
tally fhot through the right arm and the lungs, 
by a mufhet-ball. He was carried off by fome 
of his officers, and died of his wounds in four 
days. Sir Peter Halket, and many brave of 
ficers, with about feven handred private men, 
alfo were flain. The artillery and ftores, and 
the cabinet of the commander in chief, were 
left as fpoils to the vi€torious party. 

It is worthy of remark, that, in this a€tion, 
the Virginians and other provincial troops, whom 
Braddock, by way of contempt, had placed in 
the rear, were fo little affected with the panic 
that difordered the regulars, that they offered to 
advance againft the enemy, fil the fugitives 
could be brought back to the charge. But that 
was found impra¢ticable: the terror of the two 
front regiments being fo great, that they never 
flopped their flight till they met the rear divifion, 
which was advancing under colonel Dunbar. 
All the artillery, baggage, ammunition, and pro- 
vifions of the principal divifion, under Braddock, 
fell into the hands of the victors, together with 
his own cabinet, containing his official letters 
and inftru€tions, of which the French court af- 
terwards made great ufe in their printed memo- 
rials and manifeltos. 

Two other expeditions were undertaken in 
the courfe of the year. One of thefe, Crown 
Point, was the chief objet; and the other, 
the fort of Niagara, both fuppofed to be built 
on the Britith territories. The expedition againft 
Crown Point was committed to the care of a 
gentleman fince known by the name of fir ley 
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liam Johnfon, a native of Ireland, who had long 
refided upon the Mohawk river, in the weftern 
parts of New York; where he had acquired a 
confiderable eftate, and was univerfally beloved 
for his humanity and affability ; not only by the 
Englith inhabitants, but alfo by the neighbour- 
ing Indians, whofe rasta he had acquired. 
The expedition againft. Niagara was to be con- 
duéted by Shirley in perfon. 

Albany was fixed on as the rendezvous of the 
forces to compofe both armaments, and moft 
of the troops arrived there before the end of 
June. But by the delay in bringing up the ar- 
tillery, provifions, and other neceffaries for the 
expedition againft Crown Point, general John- 
fon could not fet out before the end of Auguft. 
Shirley was fooner ready, though not before 
the melancholy intelligence of Braddock’s de- 
feat had reached Albany. The effect of that in- 
telligence on the fpirit of the troops was afto- 
nifhing. Terror communicated itfelf from rank 
to rank, and many foldiers deferted: in confe- 
quenee of which, when Shirley arrived at Of- 
wego, he had hardly the appearance of an army, 
inftead of a force fufficient to fecure the Britith 
fettlements in thofe parts, and to reduce the 
ftrong fortrefs of Niagara, fituated between the 
Jakes Ontario and Erie, and the great key of 
communication between Canada and Louifiana. 
The attempt was therefore abandoned, as im- 
praéticable; and Shirley, having at length ad- 
vanced to Ofwego, which ftands on the fouth- 
eaft fide of lake Ontario, and augmented the 
garrifon of that place to the number of feven 
hundred men, returned inglorioufly to Albany, 
with the wretched remnant of his army. 

In the mean time general Johnfon, having 
advanced as far as lake George, on which he 
intended to embark, was unexpectedly attack- 
ed in his camp by the baron Diefkau, com- 
mander in chief of the French forces in Canada, 
at the head of two thoufand men. And though 
the camp was both naturally and artificially 
ftrong, the French general might probably have 
forced it, if he had immediately ftormed the 
Englifh entrenchments. Fortunately, however, 
he ordered his troops to halt at the diftance of 
about an hundred and fifty yards, whence they 
began their attack with platoon-firing, which 

little effe€t upon troops defended by a {trong 
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breaft-work. The Englith, in the mean time, 
phed their great guns and mufketry fo warmly, 
that the central body of the enemy, compofed 
of the French regulars, began to flag; and the 
Canadians and Indians, who formed the flanks 
of their army, fkulked behind trees and buthes. 
Encouraged by thefe favourable appearances, 
the Englifh and the Indian allies leaped over 
the breaft- work, and completed the difcomfiture 
of the affailants. After killing many, and en- 
tirely difperfing the whole, they took many pfi- 
foners, among whom was Diefkau himfelf, 
an old and experienced officer, who was mor- 
tally wounded. But though this a€tion was 
decifive in favour of the Englith, it was followed 
by no important confequences; as general John- 
fon thought it imprudent to purfue his victory, 
and it was found too late in the feafon to pro- 
ceed to the attack of Crown Point. 

Thus terminated the firft campaign in North 
America; which, notwithftanding the defeat of 
Diefkau, and the expulfion of the French from 
Nova Scotia, was eftimated to the difadvantage 
of Great Britain. But that difadvantage was 
counterbalanced, in the opinion of the nation, 
by the great number of French merchants thips 
that had been captured during the fummer. No 
fooner was intelligence brought of the taking of 
the Alcide and Lys, which it was thought would 
be confidered by the court of Verfailles as an 
indireét declaration of war, than an order was 
iffued by the Britifh miniftry, to make prize of 
all French fhips on the high feas, wherever they 
might be found. In confequence of which, up- 
wards of three hundred trading veffels belong- 
ing to France, many of which were very valu- 
able, and about eight thoufand feamen, were 
brought into the ports of England, before the 
conclufion of the year. 

Contrary to all political conje€ture, the French 
made no reprifals. As this ination was af- 
cribed to a con{cioufnefs of their inferiority at 
fea, and a defire of interefting in their caufe 
other European powers, they were ata lofs how 
to proceed ; ae always flattered themfelves, 
that the anxiety of George II. for the fafety of 
his German dominions, which they had for fome 
time threatened, would prevent him from adopt- 
ing any vigorous meatfures, notwithitanding their 
encroachments in America, But difcovering 

their 
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their miftake, by the capture of their fhips and 
feeing no hopes of reftitution, the count of Ma- 
drid having declined the office of mediator, 
they now refolved to carry their threat into exe- 
cution ; and an army of two hundred thoufand 
men, with their vicinity to the country to be in- 
vaded, feemed to promife the moft brilliant 
fuccefs *, 

As it was univerfally believed, even at the 
time of his Britannic majefty’s fetting out for 
his German dominions, that the French would 
endeavour to invade Hanover, if a war fhould 
happen between them and England, which 
feemed not only inevitable, but haftily approach- 

; it was natural for his majefty to form fuch 
alliances among the princes of Germany, as might 
mott effeétually fecure his poffeflions on the con- 
tinent. 

For this purpofe, during his ftay at Hanover, 
he concluded a treaty with the landgrave of 
Heffe Catfel, by which his ferene highnefs en- 

aged to hold in readinefs, during ea years, 
or his majefty’s fervice, a body of eight thou- 
fand men, to be emploved, if required, upon 
the continent, or in Britain, or Ireland; but not 
on board the fleet, or beyond the feas: and alfo, 
if his Britannic majefty thould jadge it neceffary 
or advantageous for his fervice, to furnith and 
add to this bodv of eight thoufand men, within 
fix months after they fhould be demanded, four 
thoufand more, of which feven hundred were to 
be horfe or dragoons, and each regiment of in- 
fantry to have two field-pieces. 

The king of England, on his part, engaged to 
pay the landgrave, for thefe fuccours, eighty 
crowns banco, by way of levy-money, for every 
trooper or dragoon duly armed and mounted, 
and thirty crowns banco for every fuot foldier : 
and alfo to pay to his ferene highnefs, for the 
eight thoufand men, an annual fubfidy of one 


® While the flames of war were thus burflng out be- 
tween France and Lngland, the fouthern parts of Europe 
were vidted by amore dreadful calamity +. A violent 
earthquake, accompanied with the blaze of volcanic ma- 
terials, which continued burning above a fortnight, and 
fhook all Spain, Portugal, and the neighbouring c suntries, 
threw the sobabitants into the utmoft confternation, and 
faid the city of Lifbon in ruins. Upwards of ten thou- 
fand perfons lofi their lives; and many of the furvivors, 
ived of their habitauens, and wholly deititute of 

the means of fubficme, were ubliged to take up their 
abode ia the open ficlds. Kut they were rot fuffered vo 
perith. The Britith parliament, though preffed with new 
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hundred and fifty thoufand crowns banco, during 
the four years; which fubfidy was to be in- 
creafed to three hundred thoyfand crowns yearly, 
agreeable to certain ftipulations therein men- 
tioned, 

On the thirteenth of Auguft, commodore 
Keppel fet fail from Spithead for the Weft Indies, 
with four men of war, furnifhed with inftruc- 
tions to commit hoftilities upon the enemy, as 
well as to proteét our fugar iflands from any in- 
fults they might offer: orders were iffued to all 
our fhips of war to make reprifals upon the 
French, by feizing their fhips wherever they 
fhould meet them; and the duke de Mirepoix, 
their ambaffador at the court of London, im- 
mediately fet out for Paris, without taking 
leave. 

His majelty prudently returned to his Britih 
dominions much fooner than ufual, having 
left Hanover on the eighth of September, 
aod arrived at Kenfington on the fifteenth, 
where the treaty of alliance ‘between him 
and the emprefs of Ruflia, which he had 
begun during his abience, was figned on the 
laft day of the fame month. In confideration of 
the fuccours of the emprefs, his Britannic ma- 
jefty engaged to pav her an annual fubfidy of 
one hundred thoufand pounds fterling a year, 
each year to be paid in advance, and to be rec- 
koned from the day of the ratification, to the 
day that thefe troops fhould, upon requifition, 
6° out of Ruffia; from which day the annual 
ubfidy to her Imperial majefly was to be in- 
creafed to five hundred thoufand pounds fter- 
ling, to be paid always four months in advance, 
until the troops fhould return into the Ruffian 
dominions, and for three months after their re- 
turn. 

His Britannic majefty alfo required, as king 
of Great Britain, the auxiliaries ftipulated to 


demands, generoufly voted one hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling for the relief of the unhappy futlerers in Portugal. 
And this noble inftance of public liberality was enhanced 
by the manner of conferring the benefit. A.number of 
fhips, laden with provifions and clothing, were immedi- 
ately difpatched for Lifoun; where they arrived fo op- 
act (Seg to preferve thoufands from perifhing with 


ger. 
The thocks were felt with intermiffion till the feaond 
week in December. Lefs violent cuncu = fi 


nied with extraordinary inundations, were i 
Spain and other countries of Europe; and. alfa in the 
north-weftern parts of Africa. 

him 


+ November if, 


GEORGE JT. 


him by treaty from the emprefs-queen : but thefe 
were peremptorily refufed, under pretence, that 
as the conteft between him and France related to 
America only, it was not a cafus faderis ; 
though at the fame time the French made no 
fcruple of acknowledging, that they intended to 
make a powerful defcent upon Great Britain early 
in the {pring. 

Though the Englifh continued to annoy the 
French trade, not only in the feas of America, 
but alfo in thofe of Europe, by taking every fhip 
they could meet with, and detaining them, their 
crews, and cargoes; yet the French, partly from 
a con{cioufnels of their want of power by fea, 

artly that they might have a pretext to repre- 
ent England as the aggreffor, were fo far from 
retorting thefe hoftilities, that their fleet, which 
returoed from America, having, on the thirteenth 
of Auguft, taken the Blandford man of war, 
with governor Lyttleton on board, going to Ca- 
rolina; they fet the governor at liberty, as foon 
as the court was informed of the fhip’s being 
brought into Nantes, and, in a fhort time after, 
relea(ed both the fhip and crew. 

The intention, however, of this artifice, was 
eafily feen through ; efpecially as their prepara- 
tions for a war by land were ftill carried on with 
greater diligence, and their utmoft arts and efforts 
were employed to perfuade the Spaniards and 
Dutch to join them. The Englith were equally 
diligent in making preparations for the ap- 

roaching rupture: feveral new fhips were put 
in commilfion, and many others taken into the 
fervice of the government: the exportation of 
gunpowder was prohibited ; the bounty to fea- 
men continued; and the captures from the French 
were multiplied, among which was the Efpe- 
rance, of feventy guns, taken as the was going 
from Rochfort to Breft to be manned. Aug- 
mentations were alfo made in the land and fea 
forces of Great Britain. 

The Britith parliament meeting on the thir- 

- teenth of November, his majefty infurmed them, 


# On the twenty-cight of January, Mr. Fox prefented 
to the houfe a meflage from the king, defiring them to 
take into confideration the faithful tervices of the people 
of New England, and of fome other parts of North Ame- 
rica, and to grant them 3 fuitable reward and encourage- 
ment; on which account one hundred and fifteen thoufand 

ngs were voted, and five thoufand as a gratuity to fir 
William Jobnfon in particular. 
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among other particulars, that he had greatly 
increafed his naval force, and augmented his 
army in fuch a manner, as might be leaft 
burthenfome to his fubje&ts; and that he 
had concluded a treaty wirh the emprefs of 
Ruffia, and another with the landerave of 
Heffe Caffel, which fhould be fubmitted to 
their perufal. 

The oppofition, however, to the new treaties 
was fo ae that, when a draft came over from 
Ruffia for part of the fubfidy ftipulated to that 
crown, fome of the miniftry, who were then at 
the head of the finances, refufed to pay it, at leaft 
till the treaty fhould be approved of by parlia- 
ment. ~ ; 

Sir Thomas Robinfon, who had long enjoyed 
the office of fecretary, was now confcious of his 
inability, and want of influence in that impor. 
tant truft; he, therefore, very prudently refigned 
the feals of his office to his majefty, who de- 
livered them to Mr. Fox, and appointed fir Tho- 
mas mafter of the wardrobe, with a penfion 
during his life, and, after his death, to his fons. 
Lord Barrington fucceeded Mr. Fox’ as fe- 
cretary at war: fir George Lyttleton was made 
chancellor of the exchequer in the room of Mr. 
Legge; and Mr. Pitt, and moft of the other 
gentlemen in the oppofition, were removed from 
their places. 

Thefe alterations ferved only to increafe the 
ftrength of the minority; for when the treaty 
with Ruflia and Heffe Caffel came to be con- 
fidered in the houfe, fome of the members pro- 
pofed referring them to the examination of a 
committee: but this motion was rejeCted, in 
confideration of his majefty having contraéted 


-them, with a view to avert the ftorm which 


threatened his ele€toral dominions, merely on 
account of our quarrel with the French. They 
were, therefore, approved by a majority of three 
hundred and eighteen, againft one hundred and 
twenty-fix in the lower houte, and by eighty-four 
againft eleven in the upper*. 


An aét was paffed in this feflion, ftriGly prohibiting, un- 
der pain of death, any of his majeity’s fubjeéts fiom ferv- 
ing as officers under the French king, or from enlifting as 
foldiers in his fervice; and alfo obliging fuch of his ma- 
jefty’s fubjeéts, as thould, in future, accept of commiffions 
in the Scotch brigade in the Dutch fervice, to take the 
oaths of allegiance and abjuration on pain of forfeiture of 
five hundred pounds, 
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While the parliament of Great Britain was 
proceeding with the public bufinefs, the whole 
{,ftem of affairs in Europe took a new and a 
fudden turn*, His Pruffian majetty, to the moft 
diftinguifhed abilities, had added the moft inde- 
fatigable application; by means of which he had 
procured intelligence, that a negociation was 
carrying on with the courts of Peterfburgh, 
Vienna, and Verfailles, in order to effet his 
ruin; and he plains perceived, that if the Ruf- 
fans, in the pav of Great Britain, fhould ever 
get footing in Germany, his fituation muft be 
very precarious; efpecially as her Czarifh ma- 
jefty had offered to fend, to the affiftance of his 
Britannic majefty, twenty thoufand troops more 
than what had been flipulated. He, therefore, 
publicly and folemnly protefted againft the in- 
trodu@ion of anv foreign troops into Germany ; 
and ceclarcd, that he would as readily draw 
the fword againft the French, as againft any 
oilers. 

His Proflian majefty’s fituation in Germany, 
with regard to the Ruflians, was now the very 
fame as that of his Britannic majefty, with re- 
gard to the Frerth. Though the latter conti- 
nued to preferve the appearance of a good 
underftanding with the court of Berlin, yet no- 
thing was to be expected from their friendfhip ; 
and though her Rufban majefly appeared ready 
to fulfil her engagements with Great Britain, 
yet, confidering her growing connections with 
France, the experiment was too dangerous to be 
attempted. As nothing but neceflity had ever 
induced his Britannic majefty to apply for Ruffian 
auxiliaries, it was natural for him to adopt the 
views of his nephew; efpecially as they had now 
but one common intereft, the preventing the in- 
troduction of foreign troops into Germany. A 
convention, therefore, was tnftantly concluded 
between thcfe two monarchs, by which they re- 
ciprgcally bound themfelves not to fuffer foreign 
troops, of any Ration whatfoever, to enter into 
Germany, or pafs through it, during the troubles, 
and the eonfequences that might refult from 
them ; but to oppofe the fame with their utmoft 
ability, in order to fecure Germany from the ca- 
Jamities of war, defend her fundamental laws 
and conftitutions, and preferve her peace unin- 
terrupted. a 

On she twenty-feventh of May, his majefty 
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terminated the feffion with a fpeech, in which 
he informed his parliament, that he found him- 
felf obliged, in vindication of the honour of his 
crown, and of the rights of his people, to de- 
clare war in form againft France: and that he 
relied on the divine prote¢tion, and the vigorous 
affiftance of his faithful fubje€ls, in fo jufl a 
caufe, 

The miniftry of Verfailles prefented remon- 
ftrances, which they knew would prove ineffec- 
tual, and exclaimed againft the conduét of Great 
Britain with all the arts of defamation, while 
they continued to make fuch preparations as dif- 
covered a refolute defign to profecute the war 
with uncommon vigour. 

The fortifications of Dunkirk were begun to 

be repaired: orders were iffued for all Buitith 
fubjeéts to quit the dominions of France: many 
Englith veflels were feized in different ports of 
that kingdom, and their crews conveyed-to 
prifon. At the fame time an edi€t was pub- 
lifhed, inviting the French fubjetts to fit out 
privateers; offering a premium of forty livres 
for every gun, and as much for every man they 
fhould take trom the enemy; and promifing, 
that, if a peace fhould be f{peedily concluded, 
the king would purchafe the privateers at prime 
coft. 
The war between the two nations being now 
begun, and all negotiation at amend, both na- 
tions proceeded to intimidate and annoy eaclt 
other. Convinced that difcontent and fa€tion 
divided the council of the Englifh, the French 
menaced them with formidable invafion. Ses 
veral bodies of their troops had for fome time 
been fent down to the coafts that lay oppofite 
to the Britith fhore: thefe were inftrucied in 
the difcipline of embarking and re-landing from 
flat-bottomed boats, which were made in great 
numbers for that expedition. 

Whether thefe preparations were intended for 
a€tual defcent, or merely to terrify the Fnglith, 
cannot be afcertained ; but it is certain that the 
latter intent was completely anfwered. The 
people of England faw themfelves expofed with: 
out arms, leaders, or difcipline, to the defigns 
of their enemies. In this exigence, they ap- 
plied to the Dutch for fix thoufind men, which 
they had engaged by treaty to furnith in cafe of 
invafion. e Dutch, however, refufed the 
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fapply, alledging, that they were to furnith 
troops only in cate of an adual, not a ¢hreatened 
invafion. 

The miniftry, difappointed of this affiftance, 
confidered on whom they fhould make a de- 
mand, The aid of a body of Heffians and Ha- 
noverians, amounting to about ten thoufand 
men, was to be purchafed; and thefe were 
brought over to prote€t about as many millions 
of Englifhmen, who were fuppofed incapable 
of defending themfelves. This remedy was 
confidered as worfe than the difeafe: the mi- 


niftry was reviled for having plunged the nation | 


into fuch a difgraceful condefcenfion ; not fup- 
pofing themfelves reduced to the neceffity of 
borrowing fuch a feeble aid: a vigorous exer- 


tion of their internal {trength, they confidered as | 


fully fufficient to deter invaders. Thefe diffen- 
fions among the Englith, gave the French an op- 
portunity of carrying on their defigns in another 
quarter ; and while the miniftry were employed 
in guarding againft the neighbouring terrors, 
they were attacked in the Mediterranean, where 
they expefted no danger. The ifland of Mi- 
norca, which had been taken from the Spaniards 
in the reign of queen Anne, was fecured to 
England by repeated treaties. But the miniftry, 
blinded by domeftic fears, had negleéted to take 
fufficient precautions for its defence ; in confe- 
quence of which, the garrifon could not refift the 
efforts of a vigorous fiege. 

The French landed near the fortification of 
St. Philip, fuppofed to be one of the ftrongeft 
in Europe, and commanded by general Blake- 
ney. The fiege was carried on with vigour, and 
for fome time as obftinately defended by the 
Englith. 

he miniftry, apprized of this attack, refolved 
to raife the fiege, if poffible, and fent out ad- 
miral Byng with ten fhips of war, with orders 
to relieve Minorca at any rate. Byng accord- 
ingly failed from Gibraltar, where he was re- 
fafed any afliftance of men from the governor of 
that garrifon, under pretence that his own forti- 
fication was In danger. ; 

On his approaching the ifland, he faw the 
French banners difplayed upon, the fhore, and 
the Englifh colours ftill flying on the caftle of 
St. Philip. He- had received orders to throw a 
body of troops into the garrifon ; but, thinking 
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this too hazardous an undertaking, he did not 
even make an attempt. While he was thus de- 
liberating between his fears and his duty, his at- 
tention was fuddenly called off by the appear- 
ance of a French fleet, which feemed to be of 
nearly equal force to his own. 

Confounded by a variety of objects, he knew 
not which to purfue, and therefore gave orders to 
form the line of battle, and.a€t upon the de- 
fenfive. Byng had long enjoyed the reputation 
of extraordinary fkill in naval ta€tics; and per- 
haps valuing moft thofe talents for which he was 
extolled, he facrificed all claims to courage to 
the applaufe for naval difcipline. The French 
fleet advanced, a part of the Englifh engaged, 
the admiral ftill kept aloof, and affigned very 
plaufible reafons for not coming into a€tion. The 
French fleet therefore deliberately failed away, 
and no other opportunity occurred of coming to 
a clofer engagement. 

The divifion under rear-admiral Weft, how- 
ever, who was the fecond in command, drove 
three of the French thips out of the line: and, 
if fupported, would have gained a complete 
vi€tory. As an apology for not bearing down 
upon the enemy, Byng faid to his captain, 
that he would avoid the error of admiral Ma- 
thews, who incurred the cenfure of a court-- 
martial by his wrong-headed temerity, in rafhly 
violating the laws of naval difcipline! 

The confequences of this indecifive action 
were fuch as had been forefeen by thofe ac- 
quainted with the fentiments of the Englifh ad- 
miral. Byng, though in fome degree victorious, 
as the French admiral bore away to fupport 
that part of his line which had been broken by 
Mr. Welt, and though the Englith fleet had loft 
only forty men, immediately retired to Gibraltar, 
as if he had fuftained a defeat. The reafons 
affigned for that retreat, in which a council of 
war concurred, were his inferiority to the enemy 
in number of men and guns; his apprehenfions 
for the fafety of Gibraltar, and the impoffibility 
of relieving Minorca; though it appeared, on 
the fulleft evidence, that no attempt to afford 
fuch relief was made, and that the landing of 
troops, at the fally-port of the caftle, was very’: 
practicable*. 

Nothing could exceed the refentment of the 
nation, upon being informed of Byng’s sont 

he 


' See the examination of lord Blakeney and Mr. Boyd in the printed trial of admiral John Byng. 


304 


The miniftry, endeavouring to throw from them- 
felves the blame of thofe meafures which were 
attended with fuch indifferent fuccefs, only tend- 
ed to fan the flame. The intelligence which 
foon after arrived, of the furrender of the gar- 
rifon to the French, drove the general ferment 
almoft to frenzy. In the mean time Byng con- 
tinued at Gibraltar, perfectly fatisfied with his 
own condu@, and little expefted the dreadful 
ftorm which was gathering againft him at home. 
Orders were {peecily difpatched for putting him 
under an arreft, and for carrying him to England. 

On his arrival, he was committed to clofe 
cuftody in Greenwich Hofpital. Several ad- 
dreffes were prefented from different counties, 
demanding jultice on the delinquent, which the 
miniftrv were much inclined to fecond. He was 
foon aiter tried by a court-martial, in Portf- 
mouth harbour, where, after fitting afew days, 
they adjudged him to fuffer death, by the twelfth 
article of war, as he did nof exert his utmof 
endeazours to relieve St. Philip's Caftle. At 
the fame time, however, they recommended 
him as an obje&t of mercy, as they confidered 
his conduét rather as the effects of error thd of 
cowardice. 

The government was refolved upon fhewing 


* Perceiving that all hope of life was now cut off, ad- 

iral Byng colleGed a degree of courage that would have 
eee him honour, and which bad been better exerted in 
the day of battle. He was tho’, according to his fen- 
tence, on board of fhip, and behaved to the laft with 
compofure and dignity. Immediately before his death, 
he delivered a paper to the marfhal of the admiralty, in 
which he las. claim to @ futthfud dytharge of Mas duty, ac- 
cording to the he? of Lis judzment. And perhaps he was 
fincere ; bet men, under fuch crcumffances, are very apt 
to be partial to themfelves. “ Perluaded Iam,” adds he, 
(after congratulating himfelf that a few moments would 
dcliver him from the viru'ent perfecution of his enemies) 
“ that juftice will be done to my reputation hereafter. 
The manner, and caufe, of raifing, and keeping up the 
“ popular clamour and prejudice againft me will be feen 
“© through. I thali be confidered as a victim defiined to 
s divert the indignation and refentment of an injured 
*¢ and del:ded peuple from the proper objeas.” 

Dr. Smollet, who wae his warm advocate, after faying, 
4s he was rafhly condemned, meanly given up, and cru- 
# elly facrificed to vile confiderations,” has tue candcur 
to admit, that “the charater of admiral Byng, in point 
“ot perfonal couruce, wil with many people remain problee 
© matical: they will {tli be of opinion, that if the pirat 
“of a Brityh adn id had been properly exerted, the 
“ French fleet woa'd have Lien defeated, and Minorca 
* juiced. <A man’s opimon of danger,” continues he, 
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him no mercy; he therefore advanced from his 
cabin, on the day fixed for his execution, upon 
deck ; and after delivering a paper, containing 
the ftrongeft affertions of his innocence, he came 
forward to the place where he was to kneel 
down, and for fome time perfifted in not cover- 
ing his face; but his friends, reprefenting that 
his looks might poffibly intimidate the foldiers, 
and prevent their taking proper aim, he had his 
eyes bound with a handkerchief; ard then, giv- 
ing the fignal for the foldiers to fire, he fuffered 
the death which was awarded. There appears 
fome feverity in his punifhment, but, as Voltaire 
farcaftically obferved, it was produtive of bene- 
ficial effe€ts to the nation *. 

On the eighteenth of May, his majefty thought 
proper to publith a declaration of war againft 
the French king, importing, that the unwar- 
rantable proceedings of the French in the Weft 
Indies and North America, from the conclufion 
of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and other articles 
of accufation, which are too well known to 
require a recapitulation, made fuch a meafure 
neceffary. 

On the ninth of June, the French king de- 
clared war againft his Britannic majefty, and 
his declaration was conceived in the moft viru- 


«* varies at different times, in confequence of an irregular 
“ tide of animal (pirits: he is uften edtuated by coufidera. 
** toms which he dares not arow. And after an officer, 
“ thus influenced, bas hefitated or kept aloof in the hour of 
* trial, the mind, eager for its own Justivication, 
** agembles, with furprifing induftry, every favourable cir. 
“* cumfance of excufe, and b: o0ds over them with parental 
partiality ; until it becomes not only falisfed but ena. 
“ moured of their beauty and complesion, like a doting 
mother, blind to the defirmity of her own off-pring.” 
(Continuat. Hig. England, vol. i.) Thefe ingenuous re. 
fic&tions, and others of a like kind, which do honour to 
the difcernment of Smollet, and diftinguifh his charaGter 
as an hiftorian, will long be remembered, aficr the malice 
of his enemies, and his own political prejudices, his ge- 
nerous but felf-deluding perfonal attachments, and Sis 
violent refentmects are forgot. Hujell’s Mod. Eur, 

At this time a number of public-fpirited merchants 
of the city of London, and others, formed themfelves 
into a very laudable affociation, under the name of the 
Marine Society, and contributed confiderable fums of 
mouey for equipping fuch friendlef, and forlorn boys, as 
were willing to engage in the fervice of the navy. In 
conf of this excellent plan, which was executed 
with equal zeal and difcretion, many thoufands were 
refcued from mifery, and rendered ufeful members of that 


fociety, of which they mui have bees the bane, without 
this humane interpoiition. 
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lent terms: charging him with fraud, perfidy, 
and deceit ; though the accufers themfelves muft 
have been perfeétly acquainted with the falfity 
at their own imputations, and at the fame time 
‘confcious of their having praétifed the very arts 
which they fo much affe€ted to decry. 

The news of the taking of Minorca tranf- 
ported the French populace, and even the court, 
with the moft extravagant joy. Nothing was 
to be feen in France but trrumphs and procef- 
fions ; nor any thing heard but anthems, con- 
gratulations, ard hyperbolical compliments to 
the viGtory. The people of England were de- ' 
preffed in an equal, degree, when informed of 
the lofs of that important place. But, inftead of 
afcribing it to the number and valour of the 
French foldiers and failors, or to the {kill of their 
commanders, the great body of the nation im- 
puted it wholly to the cowardice of admiral 
Byng, and the improvidence of the Britifh mi- 
niftry. Petitions accordingly poured in from all 
quarters, demanding juftice, and an inquiry into 
the condu€& of adminiftration relative to Mi- 
norca*. ; 

The French, being now matters of Minorca, 
were willing to follow their blow by an attack 
upon a country, which they knew was dearer 
to the king of England. Convinced that they 
were incapable af holding their acquifitions 
againft fuch a fuperiority as the Englifh were 

offefled of at fea, and the numerous refources 
they had of affifting their colonies with all the 
neceflaries of war; they did not fcruple to de- 
clare that they would revenge all injuries which 
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_ In thefe hopes they were not much dif 
pointed. THe court of Lendon, dreading the 
confequences of their indignation, and eager to 
procure the fecurity of Hanover, entered into 
a very expenfive treaty with the court of Ruffia, 
by which it was ftipulated, that a body of fifty 
thoufand Ruffians thould be ready to a& in the 
Englifh fervice, in cafe Hanover thould be in- 
vaded ; and for this the Czarina was to receive 
an hundred thoufand pounds annually, to be paid 
in advance, 

This treaty with the Roffians, which was con- 
fidered as a matfter-ftroke of politics by the mi- 
niftry in England, foon appeared to be as nu- 
gatory as it was expenfive. The king of Pruffia 
long confidered himfelf as guardian of the in- 
terefts of Germany, and was ftartled at a treaty 
which threatened to deluge the empire with an 
army of barbarians. This monarch, whofe ta- 
lents were well known, had learned by his fa- 
gacity to prevent the defigns of his enemies, 
while they were only brooding, and to reprefs 
them by his courage when they were manifeft, 
He, therefore, took the firft opportunity to de- 
clare, that he would not fuffer any foreign forces 
to gnter the empire, either as principals or ausi- 
liaries, This confummate politician, it appears, 
had already been apprized of a fecret negotia- 
tion between the Ruffians and the Auftrians, by 
which the latter were to enter the empire and 
{trip him of his late conquefts of Siletia. ‘Thus 
England became the dupe of Ruffian politics ; 
fhe paid them a Jarge fubfidy for entering the 
empire, which they had already determined on 


they might fuftain in their colonies, upon the | without her permiffion. 


king of England’s territories in Germany; a 
menace, which they believed, would foon oblige 
the Englith miniftry to accept of fuch terms as 
they fhould deign to offer. Or, in cafe of per- 
feverance, they knew it would divide the Eng- 
lith forces, and lead them to a country where 
they muft be manifeftly inferior. 


* The opinions of the public have long been divided 
with regard to the equity of admiral Byng’s doom. By 
many it has been condemned as unreafonably fevere ; 
‘and, by others, it has been pronounced juft and necel- 
‘fary. That the admiral did not behave with duc fpirtt, 
is manifeft, He attended to puncilio, when vigour 
ought to have been exercifed; and, by defpairing of fuc- 
i becaufe the enemy had fume pepe ay weight of 

€ 


metal and number of men, he proved himfelf deficient in 
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The king of England, whofe fears for Ha- 


| nover directed all his counfels, now faw him- 


felf in the fituation he principally dreaded, His 
native dominions were now expofed to the 1e- 
fentment of France and Pruffia; either of which 
was fufficient to over-run and ravage his elec- 
torate, while the Ruffian fubfidiaiies were at 


that determined intrepidity which his fituation required, 
though he ee a fufficient degi¢e of courage for the 
occations of ordinary fervice. Perbaps, however, it would 
have been an adequate facrifice to the demands of juftice, 
if he had been difmiffed from the navy with ignomiay and 
contempt. Dr. Coole. 

Admiral Forbes, one of the court-martial upon the trial 
of admiral Byng, fiom con{cientious motives, 1¢fufd ta 
fign the wartant:tor his execution, 
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at a diflance t@ afford him the fmalleft 
lee Treaties were oace more propdfed to 
lend a precarious fecurity ; and the king of Prufga 
was applied to, in hopes of giving his refentment 
tnother bias. All the king of England withed 
for was to keep a foreign enemy from invading 
Germany, ‘and this the king of Pruffia profefied 
to defire with equal ardour. From this fimili- 
tude of intention, thefe two monarchs were 
induced to unite their interefts; and as they 
were both infpired by the fame with, they {pee- 
dily came to an agreement, by which they pro- 
mifed to ee each other, — to prevent ail 
oreign armies from entering the empire. 
: F ran this new alliance both powers expected 
great advantages. Befides preferving the inde- 
pendence of the German ftates, which was the 
offenfible obje€, each had their peculiar benefits 
in view. ‘The king of Pruffia knew the Auf- 
trians were his fecret enemies, and that the Ruf- 
fians were in league with them againft him. An 
alliance, therefore, with the court of London 
kept back the Rufhans, whom he dreaded, and 
furnithed him with hopes of punifhing Auftria, 
whom he long fufpeéted. France he confidered 
as a natural ally, which, from her long and he- 
reditary enmity with the Auftriens, would ever 
continue ftedfaft in his interefts. On the other 
fide, the ele&tor of Hanover had ftill ftronger 
expeétations from the benefits that would refult 
from this alliance. By this meafure he procured 
a powerful and neighbouring ally, which he 
fuppofed the French woald not venture to dif- 
oblige. He confidered the Auftrians as naturally 
attached to his own interefts by gratitude and 
friendthip, and he fuppofed the Ruffians would 
at leaft continue neuter from their former ftipu- 
lations and fubfidy. The two contraéting pow- 
ers, however, foon found themfelves deceived ia 
all their expe€tations. 
From this alliance another arofe of a very op- 
pofite nature, which aftonithed all Europe. The 
ueen of ar had long meditated defigns 
for recovering Siletia, which the king of Pruffia 
had invaded when the was unable to defend her 
Native dominions, and kept poffefiion of by a 
reluQant conceffion. Her chief hopes of aft. 
ance were from Ruflia; and the expefed the 
ret of the powers in queftion would continue 
neuter, But fhe now found by the late treaty, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


that all her hopes of Rufian affftance were fruf. 
trated, as England was joined with Prufia to 
Cousteract her intentions. Thus deprived of 
one ally, the thought it expedient to fubititut 
another, She applied to France for that pur- 
pofe; and to re the alliance of that court, 
gave up hag nih in the ake eats vd 
tagland had been for ages fecuring again 
7a pec with its blood end treafares, ° Be this 
extraordinary revolution, the whole. political 
{yftem of Europe acquired a new afpeét, and 
the treaties of a century were at one blow ren- 
dered wholly ineffe@ual, 

This treaty between France and Anfiria was 
no fooner ratified, than the Czarina was invited 
to accede; and fhe, regardlefs of her fubfidies 
from England, readily embraced the propofal. 
A fettlement in the weftern parts of Europe, 
that ftate had long withed to obtain ; poffeffed 
of that, this fierce northern empire could then 
pour down freth legions at any time upon the 
fouthern powers, exhaufted by luxury and con- 
tention. Not only Ruffia, but Sweden, was 
alfo induced to accede by the intrigues of 
France ; and a war between that nation and 
Pruffia was commenced, though contrary to the 
inclinations of the refpettive fovercigns of either 
fiate. 

Thus the forces of the contending powers 
were now drawn out in the following manner. 
England oppofed France in America, Afia, and 
onthe ocean. France attacked Hanover on the 
continent of Europe. This country the king of 
Pruflia undertook to protect; while England 
promifed to furnith him with troops and money 
to afift his operations. Auftria had her aims on 
the dominions of Proffia, and drew the eleAlor 
of Saxony into the fame defigns. In thefe views 
the was fupported by France and Sweden, and 
by Ruffia, who entertained hopes of acquiring 
a Settlement in the weft of Europe. Such were 
the’ different combinations which were formed 
for beginning the general war, while the reft of 
the powers remained anxious {pectators of the 
"eTbe walk i firft be 

Warlike preparations were oa 
the fide of Auftria, who had engaged the eleStor 
of Saxony in the general difpute. Great arma- 
ments were, therefore, raifing in Moravia-and 
Hobemia, while the elector of Saxony, wader 8 
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of mititary parade, drew together aout attended the quitting it, which hiadéred the 


ithoufand men, which rere pofted th a 
firong Gtoatiod at Pima, “But the anteht of thefe 
eh was foonpebceived by the’ vigilant 

ing of Prufita; and he ordered his miniffer at 
the court of Vienna to dentund a° peffedt ex 
planation, and to extort am affurances of the 
amicable intentions of that court. To this de- 
mand he received aw evafive anfwer ; and having 
ordered his minifter to infift upon an épen ahd 
ingenuous reply, whether the emprefs-queeh 
was for peace. or war, afd whether fhe had 
any intentions to attack him that or the enfuing 
year, an ambiguous anfwer was fttil returned. 
He now refolved to fulpend all negociations, and 
to carry the war into the eriemy’'s country, rather 
than wait for it in his'own. 

He therefore entered Saxony with a large 
army, and in the ufual ftrain of civility, demand- 
ed from the ele&tor a paflage through his domi- 
nions, which he well knew the poffeffor was not 
able to refufe. In the mean time, he difguifed 
his fufpicions of the ele€tor’s having entered 
into a fecret treaty with his enemtes, and pro- 
feffed himfelf extremely pleafed with that fove- 
reign’s promifes of obferving a ftriét neutrality. 
But to carry on the deceit ftill farther, he in- 
treated, that as the eleCtor’s troops were perfe€tly 
unneceflary, in confequence of his pacific dif- 
pofition, that he would difband them for the pre- 
fent, as he could not poflibly have occafion for 
their fervices. 

This propofal the eleCtor neither expeCted, 
nor was willing to accede to. He reje€ted the 
requeft with difdain; and the king, who pro- 
bably intended it fhould be refufed, refolved to 
dire€t the occurrence to his own advantage. 
Such was the fituation of the Saxon camp, that 
though a {mall party could defend it againft the 
moft numerous forces, yet the fame difficulty 


* Alarmed at the danger which threatened his elefto- 
tal dominions, George IJ. had entered deeply into the 
continental quarrel, and even fent over a body of Britith 
troops for “the prote&ion of Hanover. In thefe views, 
however, be was thwarted by Pitt and Legge, his new 
winifters; who, adhering to the ae principles in 
vie Hong bean = Leas ut € Sifaing . which 

acquir pulgrity, and raifed themfelves to 
power, confidered Franover as & aofelefsand expenfiv: 
appendage to the crown of Great Britain; and 
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‘enemy from ftorming it. Of this, therefore, his 
Prufian® majefty took the advantage; and by 
Blocking up ‘every'avenue of egrefs, he cut off 
the provifions of the Saxon army, and the whole 
Bolly was fobn obliged to capitulate. He in- 
eorporated the conimon foldiers into his own 
army; and thofe officers who refufed to ferve 
under him, he made prifoners of war. 

His Pruffian majefty thus launched into a 
tumult of war, with all the moft powerful fo- 
vereignties of Europe againit him, and England 
only m alliance, proceeded with a vigour that 
exceeded what hiftory can relate, and which may 
appear incredible to pofterity. King only of a 
{mall territory, and aflifted by an ally, whofe 
fituation was too remote to render him any con- 
fiderable fervices, attacked and furrounded by 
his enemies, he {till oppofed them on every fide, 
invaded Bohemia, defeated the Auftrian gene- 
ral at Lowofcutch, retreated, began his fecond 
campaign with another victory near Prague, 
and was on the point of taking that city, but 
a temerity, infpired by fuccefs, {uffered a defeat 
at Kolin. Still, however, uncanquered, “ For- 
* tune,” faid he, ‘« has turned her’ back upon 
“ me this day. I ought to have expected it. 
“ She isa female, and I am no gallant. Suc- 
“ cefs often occafions a deftruftive confidence. 
“ Another time will do better.” We can men- 
tion thoufands of inftances of thofe who gained 
battles; but no general ever, before him, can- 
didly acknowledged his errors, except Caefar. 

What the king faid of the inftability of fortune 
fhortly began to appear; and fhe feemed totally 
to have turned her back upon him. One dif- 
after regularly followed another. The Hano- 
verians, who were joined with him by his treaty 
with England, had armed in his favour, and were 
commanded by the duke of Cumberland*, who 

appeared 


neath] comexions as inconfiftent with our infular fitua~ 
tions The popular miniffers were deprived of their em- 
ployments, tor prefuming to oppofe the will af their fo- 
vereignincuuncil And though it was toa late to adopt 
new ineafuresfor the mt be n, with any probability of 
fuccefs, the duke of Cum d was fent over to com- 
mand an army of objervation, as it was called, intended 
for the defence of Hanover. This army, which confifted 
of forty thoufand Heffians and Hamoverians, including a 
few regiments of Pruffians, attempted in vain to obftruct 

the 
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ared, from the beginning, fenfible ef,Ake} 1. Gnenbthen querter,s body often ly-twethod- 

ss elaffciency of his troopa to face the enemy,;by fandi Sqredes: arf lok 
whom he was greatip ownumbered. He w9s ise “fi of Anclam iti De wid 
driven beyond » the paffage of which ioufersore she whok zconntry,. het thig : 
might probably haye been difputed wyjthinccel, ynulfitae affievadee, tkeking of Phuffie faxed 
et the Frenclt were permitted to pafs if, unmg- bout. t-eyery incuréon,; whet Wis enemies fled 
“lefted. The Hanoverian army, therefore, -was whalers tiers, while he.pusined one body; asother 
now chafed from one part of the comptry ta.an- prastypted from behind, aad even while heo-wes 
other, till at length it made a ftand shear the Pings ed duis ‘territories -weterdaily: dintinkie 
village of Haftenback, where it was hoped the ing.. ‘Thegreateft part of hie daminiors bas laid 
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numbers of the enemy would, have the leaf qp- under contribution, mbit af his ftrongett: cities 
portunity of coming to a general aétion. But werd @ken, apd lwrhad ne refousces-but in the 
the inferior army was ftill obliged to retire» mad { .genenolity- of. a Britify parliament, and his own 
after a feeble effort, left the field of battle to‘; eminent abilities, — - +; a 
the French, who were not remifs in urging the , He could derive Hetle furcoor forthe Eng- 
purfuit. | itt, efpecially‘as the Slanoveriane' were re- 
The Hanoverian army retired towards Stalde, | ftrained by treaty fromyatting in his favour. The 
marching through a country in which they could | minifiry, ‘however, convinced that fomething 
‘procure no provifians, nor attack the enemy with | fhould be done, projef¥ed an enterprize againtt 
any probability of fuccefs. Unable, therefore, | the coafts of Irance, which, by creating a dis 
by their fituation to efcape, or by their firength | verfion in that part of the kingdom, would 
to advance, they were compelled to fign a ca- | draw off the attention of the enemy from Pruffia, 
pitulation, by which the whole bady laid down | and afford that monarch time to refpire. Be- 
their arms, and were difperfed into different fides this intention, England alfo meditated a 
quarters of cantonment. By this remarkable blow to their marine, by deftroying fuch thips 
capitulation, which was called the treaty of as were building, or were remaining in the har- 
Clofter Seven, Hanover was obliged to fubmit bour of Rochfort, agzainft which city their ope- 
qujetly to the French, who were now determined rations were principally intended. ‘The Englith 
to turn upon the king of Pruflia with undiminith- miniftry kept the obje@ of the enterprize a 
ed forces. profound fecyet; and France entertained ‘difa- 
The fituation of this monarch was become . greeable gpprehenfions, till at leagth the fleet 
defperate, nor could human forefight difcover | appeared before Rochfort, where the com- 
how he could extricate himfelf from his diti- manders pafled: fome time in deliberating how 
culties. The French forces, now united, ine to proceed. After, fome confultation,-it was 
vaded his dominions on one fide, commanded determined to fecute the Jittle ifland of Aix, an 
by marfhal Broglio. The Ruffians, who forfome  eaf conqueft, and of no advantage to- the in- 
time had hovered over his empire, under the es : 
condu& of general Apraxin, fuddenly haftened = Inthe mean time, .the militia of the country; 
onward to deftroy bim, miarking their way with recovering from their confternation, had leifore 
cruelty and flaughter. A large body of Auf- to aflemble, when two camps prefented them 
trians entered Silefla; and, penetrating as far as {elves upon fhore. The commanders, therefore, 
Breflau, turned to the ftrong fortrefs of Schew- who, from the inclemency of the weather, were 
eidnitz, which, after an obftinate defence, they prevented from landing, :now began to fear 
obliged to furrendcr. Another army of tlie fame greater dangers from the enemy on land. They 
power entered Lufatia, niade themfelves mafter took into confideration the inconvenience of the 
of Zittau, and, prcfling forward, laid the capital coaft, tbe danger of landing, the time the el 
of Berlin under contribution. , had been preparing for x vigorous defetice, ,# 


+ mae . r ane oat 
“the progrefs of marefchal d’Etrees. The duke 6f Cum. to retire bebind the Wefer; and the Freuch peded. thai, 
peslend aber fume unfuccefful tirmifves a obliged river without Cppoltion. = 
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their own inability of reducing it by any other 
aneans than afudden attack. This confidera. 
tion induced them to defift from farther opera- 
tions; and they unanimoufly refolved to return 
home. 

From this expedition, therefore, the king of 
Praffia derived but little advantage; and the 
defpondence among the Englifh was fo extreme, 
that the miniftry had it in contemplation to give 
up his caufe entirely. It was fuppofed, that no 
mailitary efforts could fave him; and that the 
only chance remaining was to make the beft 
termg poflible for him with his victorious ene- 
mies. - The king of England was aftually me- 
ditating a negotiation of this nature, when his 
diftrefled ally expoflulated with him to the fol- 
lowing effect, ‘Is it poffible that your ma- 
« jefty can have fo little fortitude and conftancy, 
“as to be difpirited by a.fmall reverfe of for- 
“ tune? Are our affairs fo ruinous that they 
“ cannot be repaired? Confider the ftep you 
“ have made’ me undertake, and remember, 
“ you are the caufe of all my misfortunes. I 
* fhoyld never have abandoned my former al- 
“ Jiances, but for your flattering affurances. I 


* On the fifth of January, 1757, 2 French fanatic, nam- 
ed Robert Francis Damien, attempted to affaffinate the 
king of France. As his majefty was fepping into his 
coach, to return to Trianon whenee he had that day 
come to Verfailles, Damien, mingling among his atten- 
dants, flabbed lum with a knife on the right fice, be- 
tween the fourth and fi'th ribs. Immediately his maefty, 
applying his hand to his fide, cried out, “ [am wound- 
“ed! Seize him; but do not hurt him.” A vein was 
opened, the wound dreiled, and happily found not dan- 
gerous. 

Damien made no attempts to efcape; but fuffering 
himfelf quietly to be feized, was carried to the guard 
room, where being interrogated if he committed the 
horrid a@ion, he boldly aniwered in the affirmative. A 

rocef, againft him was inftantly commenced at Ver- 
ailles: many perfons, fuppofed acceffaries to the defign 
upon the king’s life, were fent te the Baftile: the affatiin 
himfelf put to the torture, and the moft excruciating tor- 
ments applied, with intention to extort a confefion of 
the reafons that could induce him to fo execrable an at- 
tempt upon his fovereign. Incifions were made in the 
sa(ealar parts of his legs, arms, and thighs, into whieh 
boiling oil was poured Every fpecies of cruelty, that 
human invention-could devife, was pect without 
effe@: nothing could overcome his obffinacy ; and his 
filence was confirued into a prefumption, that he muft 
have had accomplices in the plot. 

It was equally foreign to our purpofe, and contrary to 
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if wo mot how repent of the treaty concluded 
+. between’ us; but I entreat that you will not 
“ ingloridisfly leave me at the mercy of my ene- 
“, mies, after having brought upon me all the 
“ -powers of Europe.” 

dn this ternible fituation, England refolvéd, 
nipxe ftom motives of generofity than of in- 
tereft, to fupport his declining caufe. In con- 
fequence of which, fuccefs that had fo long 
deferted him, now began to retum with all its 
attractions *.. 

The eaft was the quarter on which fuccefs firft 
began te dawn upon the Britifh arms, The 
war in our Afiatic territories had never been 
wholly.fufpended. It was undertaken at firft, 
by both nations, under the colour of lending 
affiftance to the contending chiefs of the coun- 
try, but the allies foon became the principals in 
the contention. This war at firft, and for a con- 
fiderable time after the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
was carried on with doubtful fuccefs; but at 
length the affairs of the Englifh feemed to gain 
the afcendancy, by the condu& of Mr Clive. 
This gentleman had firft entered the company’s 
fervice ina civil capacity, but finding his talents 


our inclination to relate all the circumftances of this cruel 
and tragical event. Suffice it to fay, that, after fuffer- 
ing the moft exquifite torments that human wit could 
invent, or human nate fupport, his judges thought 
proper to terminate his milery by a death fhocking to 
imagination, and fhameful to humanity. On the twenty= 
eighth of Marh he was condu@ed, amidft a vaft con- 
courfe of the populace, to the Greve, the common place 
of execution, ftripped naked, and faftened to the f{caf- 
fold by iron gyves. One of lus hands was then burned 
in liquid flaming fulphur; his thighs, legs, and arms torn 
with red hot pincers; boiling oil, melted lead, rofin, 
and fulphur, were poured into the wounds, The un- 
fortunate culprit expired under the extremity of pain. 
His body and limbs were reduced to afhes under the fcaf 
fold; his father, wife, daughter, and family, banithed 
the kingdom for ever; the name of Damien obliterated, 
and the innocent involved in the punithment of the guilty. 
Thus ended the cruel procedure againft Damien and his 
family, in a manner not very favourable to the avowed 
clemency of Lewis, or ithe pretended humanity of the 
French nation: it appeared, from inconteftible proofs, 
that the attempt on the king’s hfe was the refult of in- 
fanity, and a difturbed imagination. Several inftances of 
a difordered mind, had been before obferved, and the de- 
tefiation juftly due to the enormity of his crime, ought now 
to have heen abforbed in the confideration of his mis- 
fortune, the greateft attendant upon human nature. 
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better adapted to militarypurfuits, he vefigned refuge on board a thip in the river, carrying 
his clerkthip, and joined among the troops asa with him his moft valuable effeéts, and the books 
volunteer. His courage, which is all that fub- of the company. ‘Thus the defence of the place 
ordinate officers can at firft difplay, foon became devolyed to Mr. Holwell, the fecond in com- 
remarkable, but his conduct, aétivity, and mand, who, with the affiftance of a few gallant 
military fkili, foon after became fo confpi- ‘officers, and a very feeble garrifon, maintained 
cuous as to raife him to a principal rank in the it-with extraordinary courage and refolution, 
army. againtt feveral attacks, till he was overpowered 
The firft advantage obtained from his prompti- by numbers, and the enemy had forced a paffi 
tude and courage was the clearing the province into the caftle, He was now compelled to fab- 
of Arcot. Soon after, the French general-was mit; when the fuba or viteroy declared, on the 
taken prifoner; and the nabob, whom the Eng- word of a foldier, that no injury fhould be fuf- 
lth fupported, was re-inftated in the govern- tained by him or his garrifon The was ac- 
«ment, of which he had tormerly been deprived. ' cordingly taken, and the garrifon, to the number 
| The French, difcouraged by thefe circum- of one hundred and forty-{ix perfons, were made 
ftances, and fenfible of their own inferiority in . prifoners. 
thefe regions, fent over a commiffary to Europe . _ They expetted the ufual treatment of prifoners 
to reftore peace. A convention between the of war, and were therefore the lefs vigorous in 
two companies was accordingly concluded, im- | their defence; but they foon difcovered what 
porting that the territories taken on either fide, | mercy was to be expctted from a favage con- 
fince the conclufion of the laft peace fhould be , queror. They were all crouded together into 
mutually reftored; that the nabobs advanced by | a narrow prifon, called the Black Hole, of about 
the influence of either partv fhould be acknow- | eighteen feet fquare, and receiving air only by 
ledged by both: and that for the future neither | two fmall iron windows to the weit, which b 
fhould interfere in the differences which fhould no means afforded a fufficient circulation. It 
arife between the princes of that country. is terrible to refle&t on the fituation of the un- 
This ceffation, which promifed fuch perma- fortunate men, thut up in this narrow place, in 
nent sae San was, neverthelefs, of fhort du- the burning climate of the eaft, and fuffocating 
ration. Compacts made between trading com- eachother. Their firft efforts, upon perceiving 
panies can never be of long continuance, when _ the effects of their horrid confinement, were to 
emolument is oppofed to integrity. In a few |! break open the door of the prifon; but as it 
months both parties renewed their operations, ’ ce inward, they foon found that impoffible. 
no longer under the name of auxiliaries, but as They next endeavoured to excite the compaf- 
rivals in arms, in government, and in com- ' fion, or the avarice of the guard, by offering him 
merce. a confiderable fum of money for his affiftance in 
What were their refpeftive motives for this | removing them to Separate prifons; but with 
conduét, are not fufficiently known; but where- | this he was not able to comply, as the viceroy 
ever there is trade there is avarice; and that is was afleep, and no perfon could prefume to 
a paflion which overleaps the bounds of equity, difturbhim. They were therefore abandoned to 
Certain it is, that the prince of the | deftra€tion without hopes of relief; and the 
eet in that country declared war againft the | whole prifon refounded with groans, thricks, 
glith, from motives of perfonal refentment, | conteft, anddefpair. This turbulence, however, 
and kvying a numerous army, laid fiege to , foon after funk into a calm, {till more hideous ; 
Calcutta, one of the principal Britith forts in | their efforts of ftrength and courage were ex- 
that quarter of the world; but which was not | haufted, and an expiring langour fucceeded. 
in a ftate of firength to defend itfelf againft the | In the moming, when the keepers came to vifit 
attack even of barbarians, The governor of | the prilon, all was horror, filence, and defala- 
the fort, intimidated by the number and power | tion. Of an hundred and forty-fix who had 
of the enemy, abandoned the fort, and took ; entered alive, twenty-three only farvived, and of 
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thefe the preateft part were taken off with putrid 
fevers upon being fet at liberty*. 

The deftru€tion of this important fortrefs 
ferved to interrupt the profperous fucceffes of 
the Englith company. But the fortune of Mr. 


* Mr. Holwell, who had placed himfelf at one of the 
windows, accofted a Jemmatdaar, or ferjeant of the In- 
dian guard, and having endeavoured to excite his come 
paffion, by drawing a pathetic piture of their fufferings, 
promifed to make him a prefent of a thoufand rupees in 
the morning, if he could find means to convey half of 
them into,a feparate apartment. The foldier, tempted 
by the profpeét of fuch a reward, affured him he would 
do his endeavour for their relief, and retired for that pur- 
pofe; but, in a few minutes returned, and told him, that 
the fuba, by whofe order alone fuch a ftep could be 
taken, was afleep, and no perfon durft venture to difturb 
his repofe. By this time every individual was covered 
with a profufe fweat, which was attended with an infa- 
tiable thirft. In vain did thofe miferable objets flip 
themfelves of their cloaths, fink down upon the ground, 
and fan the air with their hats, in order to produce a re- 
frefhing undulation ; fome uf whom, unable to rife again 
from this pofture,, were trod to death or fuffocated. The 
dreadful fymptom of thirft was now accompanied with a 
difficulty of refpiration; and every individual gafped for 
breath. Their defpair became outrageous: again they 
endeavoured to force open the door, and provoke the 
uard to fire upon them by curfes and imprecations. The 
cry of “ Water! Water!” iffued from every mouth. 
Fven the Jemmatdaar was moved with compafiion at 
their diftrefst. He ordercd his foldiers to bring fome 
{kins of water, which ferved only to inflame defire, and 
Increafe the general confufion, ‘There was no other way 
of conveying it through the windows but by hats, and 
this was rendered inetfe@ual by the violent tranfports uf 
the wretched prifoners, who, on beholding it, ftruggled 
and raved even into fits of madnefs. In confequence of 
thefe contefts, very little reached even thofe who were 
neareft the windows, while thofe at the farther end of the 
prifon were totally cut off from all relief, and continued 
calling upon their friends for afliftance, and conjuring 
them by all the tender ties of pity and affe@ion. To 
thofe who were indulged with it, it proved pernicious; 
for, inftead of allaying their thirft, it inflamed their ap- 
petite formore. The confufton became general and hor- 
rid; all was clamour and uproar: thofe who were ata 
diftance endeavoured to force their paffage to the win- 
dow, and the weak were preffed down to the ground 
never to rife again. The barbarous ruffians without, 
feemed to triumph in their mifery; they lupplied the 
priors with more water, and held up lights clofe to the 

ars, that they might enjoy the inhuman pleafure of fee- 
ing them combat for the baneful indulgence. Mr. Hol- 
well, feeing all his particular friends lying dead around 
him, and trod upon by the living, finding himfelf wedged 


+ * Unhappy men \” faid the Jemmatdaar, ‘ Submit to 
** necefity, The fuba is afeep !mand what flace dares dif- 
*" turb his repoje?”’ Holwell’s Narrative, A jtronger 
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Clive, fupported by the aftivity of an Englith 
fleet under admiral Watfon, {till turned the {cale 
in their favour. Among the number of thofe 
who experienced the power of the Englith in 
this part of the world, was the famous Tullagee 


fo clofe as to be deprived of all mation, begged, as the 
laft inftance of their regard, they would remove the 
preffure, and permit him to retire from the window, that 
he might die in quet. Even in thofe dreadtul circum- 
flances, which might be fuppofed to have deftroyed all 
diftinétion; the poor deliriou, wretches difcovered a re- 
fpe&t for his rank and character. They at length gave 
way, and he forced his paffige into the center of the 
place, which was lefs crouded; becauts, by this time, 
a third of the number had perithed. and lay in littie com. 
pals on the floor, while the reft ftill preffed forward to 
the windows. He retired toa platform at the farther 
end ofthe room, and, lying down upon fome of his dead 
friends, recommended his foul to heaven Here his 
thirft grew intolerable: his difficulty in breathing in- 
creafed, and he was feized witha ftrong palpitation. 
Thefe violent {ymptoms, which he could no: bear, urged 
him to make another effort: he forced his way back 
to the window, and cried aloud, “ Water! for God’s 
* fake!” His wretehed companions finding him ttill 
alive, exhibited ano:her extraordinary proof of tender- 
nefs and regard to his perfon: “ Give him water,” they 
cried, nor would one of them prefume to touch it till he 
had drank. He now breathed more freely, and the pal- 
pitation ceafed: but finding himfelf ftill more thirfty 
after drmking, he abftained from water, and moiftened 
his mouth from time to time bv fucking the perfpira- 
tion from his fhirt-fleeve.. The miferable prifoners, 
perceiving that water rather provoked than allayed their 
thirft, grew clamorous for air, and repeated their infults 
to the guard, pouring forth the moft bitter imprecations 
againft the faba and his governor. From imprecations 
they had recourfe to prayer, befeeching heaven to put 
a period to their mifery. They now began to drop more 
abundantly ; but a fteam arofe from the living, and the 
dead, as pungent and volatile as f{pirit of hartthorn: all 
who could not approach the windows were fuffocated. 
Mr. Holwell, weary of lite, retired once more to the 
platform, and ftretched himfelf by the reverend Mr. Jur- 
vas Bellamy, who, together with his fon, a lieutenant, 
lay dead in each other’s arms. In this fituation, he was 
fuon deprived of fenfe, and feemed to all appearance 
dead till day-break, when his body was difcovered, and 
carried by his furviving iriends to one of the windows, 
where the freth air revived his fpirits, and reftored him 
to the ufe of his fight and fenfes. The fuba, at laft, 
being told that the greater part of the prifoners were 
ftifled, enquired if the chief was alive; and being an- 
fwered in the affirmative, fent an order for their imme- 
diate releafe, when no more than twenty-three furvived 
of an hundred and forty-fix, who had been imprifoned. 


pidure of defpotifm was never drain, nor a deeper frene a 
Auman mifcry exheinted. 
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Angtia a piratical prince, who had long in- 
fefted the Indian Ocean, and made the princes 
on the coatt bis tributaries. He maintained a 
large number of gallies, with which he attacked 
the largeft fhips, and generally with fuccefs. 
ais the company had been greatly harraffed by 
his depredations, they refolved to fubdue fo dan- 

erous an enemy, and attack him in his own 
pee In purfuance of this refolution, ad- 
miral Watfon and colonel Clive failed into his 
harbour of Geriah; and though they fuftained a 
heavy fire as they entered, they foon commu- 
nicated unestinguifhable flames to his fleet, and 
obliged his fort to furrender at difcretion. The 
conquerors found in that repofitory, a large 

uantity of warlike ftores, and effeéts to a con- 
fiderable value. 

From this conqueft colonel Clive proceeded 
to revenge the cruelty practifed upon the Englith 
at Calcutta; and about the beginning of De- 
cember arrived at Balafore, in the kingdom of 
Bengal. He met with little oppofition, either 
to the fleet or the army, till they came before 
Calcutta, which‘feemed determined to ftand a 
regular fiege. As foon as the admiral, with two 
fhips, arrived before the town, he received a 
furious fire from all the batteries, which he foon 
returned with greater energy; and in lefs than 
two hours, compelled them to abandon their 
fortifications. By thefe means the Englifh took 
poffeffion of the ftrongeft fettlements on the 
banks of the Ganges; but that of Geriah they 
demolifhed to the ground. 

Soon after thefe fucceffes, Hughly, a mercan- 
tile city, was reduced with as little difficulty as 
the former; and all the viceroy of Bengal’s 
ftore-houfes and granaries were demolifhed and 
deftroyed. In order to repair thefe loffes, this 
barbarous prince aflembled an army of ten thou- 
fand horfe, and fitteen thoufand foot, and ex- 
preffed a firm refolution of expelling the Eng- 
lifh from all their fettlements in that part of the 
world. Oa the firlt intelligence of his march, 
colonel Clive, obtaining a reinforcement of men 
from the admiral’s fhips, advanced with his little 
army to attack thefe numerous forces. He at- 
tacked the enemy in three columns; and though 
the numbers were fu difproportioned, viCtory 
foon declared in favour of the Englith. This, 
and feveral other trium phs obtained by this com- 
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mander, againft fuch a hoft of foes, teach us 
no longer to wonder at thofe conquefis which 
were formerly gained by European troops over 
this weak and effeminate people. All the cuf- 
toms, habits, and opinions of the Afiatics, tend 
to enervate and effeminate the body, and dif. 
pirit the mind. When we conceive a body of 
men led up to the attack, clad in Jong filken 
garments, with no other courage than what 
opium can infpire, no other fear from a defeat 
but that of changing their tyrant, with their 
chief commander mounted on an elephant, and 
confequently a more confpicuous objeé of aim, 
their artillery drawn by oxén, impatient and 
furious on the flighteft wound, every foldier 
among them unacquainted with cool intrepi- 
dity, which provides againft danger, and only 
fighting by the fame fury which raifes their 
paffions ; if we confider all thefe circumftances 
we fhall not be furprifed at European victories, 
and that two or three thoufand men are able to 
vanquifh the largeft armies they can bring into 
the field. > All the heroifm of a Cyrus, or an 
Alexander, in this view, will fink in our efteem, 
and no longer continue the objet of admira- 
tion. 

A vittory fo eafily acquired by a few fo- 
reigners, foon rendered the viceroy of Bengal 
contemptible to his fubje€ts at home. Tis 
cowardice now rendered him defpicable, and 
his former cruelty odious, A confpiracy was 
therefore formed againft him by Ali Kan, his 
prime minifter; and the Engli(h, having receiv- 
ed intimation of the plan, refolved to encourage 
it with their beft endeavours. Colonel Clive, 
knowing he had a friend in the enemy’s camp, 
waarchied forward, and approached the viceroy, 
who had by this time recruited his army, and 
once more fitted them for aftion. After a fhort 
conteft, however, Clive was again vi€torious; 
the whole Indian army was put to flight, and 
routed with great flaughter. Kan, who firft 
incited his mafter to this oe had con- 
cealed his attachments to the Englih, till he 
faw there was no dangér from his perfidy. But, 
fully affured of the vittory, he openly efpoufed 
the fide of the conquerors, and in confequence 
of his private fervices, was folemnly proclaimed 
by colonel Clive viceroy of Bengal, Bahar, aod 
Orixa, in the. room of the former nabob, who. 
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was as folemnly depofed, and foon after put to 
death by his perfidious fucceffor. 

The Englith having feated a viceroy on the 
throne (the Mogul having long been deprived 
of all power in India) they took care to exaé 
fuch ftipulations in their own favour, as would fe- 
cure them the poffeffion of the country whenever, 
they thought proper to refume their authority. 

From the conqueft of the Indians, colonel 
Clive conceived an idea of humbling the 
French, who had long difputed empire in that 
part of the world. Chadenagore, a French fet- 
tlement higher up the Ganges than Calcutta, 
was comipelled to fubmit to the Englifh arms. 
The goods and mohey found in this place were 
confiderable ; but the political injury the French 
fuftained, was the ruin of this important fettle- 
ment on the Ganges, by which they had long 
divided the commerce of this part of the con- 
tinent. Thus ina fingle campaign, carried on 
by the a€hvity of Clive, and feconded by the 
operations of the admirals Watfon and Pococke, 
the Englifh became poffeffed of a territory fupe- 
rior in wealth, fertility, extent, and the number 
of its inhabitants, to any part of Europe. Up- 
wards of two millions fterling were given to the 
company, and to the furvivors of the imprifon- 
ment at Calcutta: the foldiers and feamen 
fhared fix hundred thoufand pounds, and the 
Englith power became irrefiftible in that part uf 
the world. 

This fuccefs was not a little alarming to the 
French miniftry: and it may be reafonably fup- 
pofed, that even the Dutch entertained fome 
Jealoufy of this growing greatnefs. To make 
fome degree of oppofition, they fent out a con- 
liderable reinforcement under the command of 
general Lally, an Irifhman, from whofe great 
experience, fanguine expectations were con- 
ceived. Lally was one of the braveft foldiers 
in the French fervice, but totally unqualified 
for the dire€tion of a trading company, as he 
was infolent, proud, and precipitate: he had 
alfo a confiderable mixtpre of avarice in his 
compofition, which tempted him to fhare in 
their emoluments. He had been from his youth 
bred up to arms, and cartied the fpirit of dif- 
cipline to a ridiculous extreme, in a place where 
the nature. of the fervice required its relaxa- 
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Guided by this whimfical man, the affairs of 
the French for fome time feemcd to wear a 
complexion of fuccefs. He took from the Eng- 
ith their fettlement of fort St. David’s, and plun- 
dered the country of the king of Tanjore, in 
alliance with the enemy. He then entered the 
province of Arcot, and prepared for laying fiege 
to Madras, the principal fettlement of the Englith 
on the coaft of Coromandel. In the fiege of this 
important place, a greater variety of difficulties 
ipa themfelves than he had expeéted. 

e artillery of the garrifon was well conduéted,,. 
while the French foldiers a€ted with the moft 
daftardly timidity; nor did even the council 
of Pondicherry fecond the ardour of the general. 
It was in vain that Lally attempted to lead on his 
forces to a breach that had been practicable 
for feveral days; it continued open for a fortnight 
and not a man of them had dared to venture 
the affault. To add to his embaraffments, he 
was very ill fupplied with provifions, and he 
found the garrifon had received a reinforcement. 
Defpairing, therefore, of fuccefs, he raifed the 
fiege ; a circumftance which {¢ intimidated his 
troops, that they appeared abfolutely difpirited 
in every fucceeding operation, 

But while fuccefs feemed doubtful between 
the two contending nations, a rupture feemed 
to be preparing in a quarter where the Englith 
leaft expected. The Dutch, under pretence of 
reinforcing their garrifons in Bengal, equipped a 
ftrong armament of feven fhips, which was di- 
re€ted to fail up the Ganges, and render their 
fort at Chincura fo formidable, as to exclude all 
other nations from the faltpetre trade, which 
was carried on there, and thus monopolize fo 
beneficial a commodity. 

But colonel Clive thought proper to oppofe 
this proje€&t. He accordingly fent the Dutch 
commander a letter, informing him that he could 
not fuffer his landing, and marching his forces 
to the fort intended, as he forefaw that it would 
be injurious to the commerce of Europe. To 
this meffage the Dutchman replied, that he had 
no fuch defigns of a monopoly as were imputed. 
to him, and only requefted the liberty of land- 
ing and refrefhing his troops; a requeft, appa- 
rently fo reafonable, was therefore readily grant- 
ed. The Dutch commander, however, conti- 
nued fubmiffive no longer than he fuppofed him- 

4K {elf 


314 


felf unable to a&t with vigour, for when he knew 
that the fhips which were to fecond his opera- 
tions were come up the river, he boldly began 
his march to Chincura, and took feveral {mall 
veffels belonging to the Englith in his paflage 
up the river, to retaliate for the affront he pre- 
tended to have received. 


Whether the Calcutta Indiamen was {ent out — 


upon this occafion to oppofe the Dutch, or 
whether it was only purfuing its vovage down 
the river to Enzland, is not known; but cer- 
tain it is, that fhe was prevented by the Dutch 
commander from going onward, and obliged to 
retum to Calcutta with the complaints of this 
treatment to colonel Clive. The colonel was 
not flow in vindicating the honour of his coun- 
try; and as there happened to be three India 
fhips then in the harbour, he gave them im- 
mediate orders to meet the Dutch fleet, and 
fink them if they prefumed to refift. This com- 
mand was obeyed with alacrity; but, alter a 
few broadfides on either fide, the Dutch com- 
mander ftruck, and the reft of the fleet followed 
his example. Tite victory thus obtained, with- 
out any confiderable damage, captain Wiifon, 
who commanded’ in the expedition, tock pof- 
{cflion of the enemy's fleet, and fent their men 
prifoners to the Englifh fort; while in the mean- 
time, their land forces were defeated by colonel] 
Ford, ordered by Clive upon that duty. This 
conteft would probably have produced a freth 
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under general Lally, who made a bold attempt 
to regain poffeffion of the difputed fettlement. 

' The battle of Wandiwath was accompanied 
with feyeral circumftances fufficiently interefting 
to merit a particular defcription. General Lally, 
being early deferted by his whole body of ca- 
valry, in confequence of a brifk cannonade,’ put 
himfelf at the head of his line of infantry, and 
impetuoufly rufhed into aGlion. Colonel Coote 
coolly received the enemy at the head of his own 
regiment, which he kad formed in a line, op- 
pofed obliquely to theirs, After two difcharges, 
the regiment of Lorraine vigoroufly preffed on, 
in the form of a column, through a heavy fire, 
and threatened to bear down all refiffance. In 
an inftant the two regiments were engaged at 
the pufh of the bayonet. The front of the 
French column at firft broke the Englith line, 
and a momentary confufion enfued. But no 
fooner did man encounter man in fingle oppo- 
fition, than the fuperiority of Britihh prowefs 
wasconfpicuous. The field was fuddenly ftrew- 
ed with killed and wounded Frenchmen. The 
regiment of Lorraine was broken, routed, and 
purfued. 

Another bloody confliét enfued, which finally 
decided the fortune of the day. As foon as 
colonel Coote could reftrain the ardor of his own 
victorious battalion, he rode along the line, and 
ordered major Brereton to advance with Drape 
er’s regiment (the colonel having returned to 


rupture in that part of the world; but a negocia- | England for the recovery of his health) and take 
tion foon after taking place, the Dutch wifely | poffeffion of a fortified poft, which the enemy 
yielded toa power that they were not able to with- ; feemed to have abandoned. In making this 
ftand, and were content to fit down with the lofs. | effort, the major was mortally wounded, but 


In the mean time, the operations againtt the 
French were carried on with much more fplen- 
did fuccefs. The Britifh forces in the Carnatic, 
though greatly inferior to thofe of the enemy in 
numbers, now took the field in different di- 
vifions, and reduced fucceflively the French 


not before he faw the poft was gained. ‘ Fol- 
“ low your blow!” exclaimed he, to fome of 


the foldiers, who offered to affift him; “ and 


 Jeave me to my fate !” 
That fervice was gallantly performed by ma- 


jor Monfon, who now fucceeded to the com- 


fettlement of Mafulipatam and Gonjeveram, | mand of Draper's regiment. In vain did M: 


Major Brereton, however, unhappily tailed in 
a rath but i attack upon Wandiwath. 
He was repulied with the lofs of two hundred 


| 
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de Buffy attempt to recover the dear-earned poft, 
at the head of the regiment of Lally; in vain, 
did he-ftrive to maintaiffthe combat on the plain. 


men. But Wandiwath was afterwards reduced, ; His horfe being fhot under him, he was made 


and alfo Camagoliy, by colonel Coote, who had 
fuperfeded Brereton in the command of the 
Britith forges. ‘This able officer bravely main. 
tained his conqucft, and defeated a ftrong army 


prifoner, in leading on to the puth of the bayonet 
the few troops that preferved any countenance. 
Major Monfon received his fword. The regi-. 
ment of Lally was utterly broken; and the 
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French geperal, having lof fix hundred men, 
was happy to fave the wreck of his army, by 
abandoning his camp to the victors*. The 
routed infantry formed behind the cavalry, which 
had recovered from their panic, andthe flight 
was conducted with fome degree of order. 

Nor were thefe the only achievements of the 
Britith forces in the Eaft Indies, in the courfe 
of this memorable year. During the progrefs of 
colonel] Coote on the coaft of Coromandel, ad- 
miral Pococke, with an inferior force, defeated 
the French fleet, under M. d’Aché, in a third 
and defperate engagement, though without cap- 
turing any fhips, Surat, a place of great con- 


fequence on the coaft of Malabar, was taken | 


by a detachment from the Englith fettlement of 
Bombay. The French faétory there was de- 
ftroyed; and, on the oppofite fide of the pe- 
ninfula, the Dutch were chaftifed for attempt- 
ing to acquire an afcendancy in Bengal. 

The retaking the city of Arcot, was the con- 
fequence of this vitory; and nothing now re- 
mained to the French, of all their former do- 
minions in India, but the ftrong city of Pondi- 
cherry, their largeft and moft beautiful fettle- 
ment. This city, which was the capital of the 
French eftablifhments in India, exceeded, in 
the days of its profperity, all other European 
fa€tories there, in hana: opulence, and fplendor; 
and whatever wealth the French ftill poffeffed, 
after repeated loffes, was depofited there. Co- 
lone! Coote afterwards proceeded to Arcot, re- 
duced that capital, and furrendered it to the 
nabob. Having captured feveral inferior forts, 
he encamped near Pondicherry, and began to 
block up that important fettlement; while ma- 
jor Monfon failed with rear-admiral Cornifh to 
inveft Carical, which was taken after a fhort 
fiege. Other inftances of fuccefs followed; but 
the conqueft of Pondicherry was referved for an- 
other reign. 

While conqueft thus fhone upon us from the 
Eaft, it was {till more {plendid in the weftern 
world. But fome alterations in the miniftry led 
to thofe fucceffes whiclfhad been long wifhed 
for by the nation, and were at length obtained. 
The affairs of war had been hitherto guided by 
a miniftry, not countenanced by the commons, 
becaufe not confided in ‘by the people. They 

* Orme, ff, Indof, book xii. 
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feemed timid and wavering; and but feebly 
held together, rather by their fears than. their 
mutual confidence. When any new mieafure 
was propofed, which could not receive their ap- 
probation, dr any new member was introduced 
into government whom they did not appoint, 
they deemed it an infringement upon their re- 
{fpettive departments, and threw up their places 
in difguft, with a view to refume them with 
greater luftre. Thus the ftrength of the crown 
was daily diminifhing, while an ariftocracy filled 
up every avenue to- the throne, intent on the 
emoluments, but regardlefs of the duties of their 
fituations. 

This was the general opinion of the people, 
and that opinion was communicated to the 
throne. The miniftry that had hitherto affumed 
the power of the throne, were at length obliged 
to admit fome perfons into a fhare of the go- 
vernment, whofe activity at leaft would coun- 
terbalance their timidity and irrefolution. At 
the head of the newly introduced party, was the 
celebrated Mr. William Pitt, from whofe vigour 
the nation formed very great ‘expe€tations, and 
they were not deceived. 

But though the old minifters were obliged to 
admit thefe new members into their fociety, 
there was no legal penalty for refufing to operate 
with them; they therefore affociated with each 
other, and prattifed every art to make their new 
affiftants obnoxious to the king, upon whom 
they had been almoft forced by the people. His 
former miniftry flattered him in all his attach- 
ments to his German dominions; that which 
now guided the reins of governmenty had long 
clamoured againit all continental conneétions, 
as utterly incompatible with the interefts of the 
nation. 

Thefe two opinions, carried to the extreme, 
might have been erroneous; but the king was 
naturally led to agree with thofe who favoured 
his own fentiments, and to reje€t thofe who 
oppofed them. Mr. Pitt, therefore, after con- 
tinuing afew months in office. was difmiffed by 
his majefty's command, and his coadjutor, Mr. 
Legge, was no longer chancellor of the exches 
quer, But this check to thcir ambition was of 
very fhort continuance; the whole nation rofe up 
in their defence, and Mr, Pitt and Mr. Legge, 
were 
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were ofice more relu€tantly reftored to their for- 
met employments, the one of fecretary of ftatt, 
the other of chancellot of the exchequer.’ “ 
The confequences of the former injudicious 
counfels ftill continued in America. The ge- 
neral fent over to conduct the operations of the 
war, condemned the timidity ard delays of the 
natives, whofe duty it was to unite in their own 
defence. The natives as warmly expoftulated 
againft the pride, avarice, and incapacity of 
thofe who were fent over to command them. 
General Shirley, who had been “appointed to 
the fupreme command there, had been for fome 
time recalled, and his place fupplied by lord 
Loudon ; and this nobleman foon after return- 
ing to England, three diftin€&t commanders were 
placed at the head of feparate operations, Ge- 
neral Amherft commanded that which was in- 
tended to att againft the ifland of Cape Breton. 
The other was configned to general Abercrombie, 
againft Crown Point and Ticonderago; and the 
third {till more to the fouthward, againft fort 
du Quefne, commanded by brigadier-general 
Forbes. : 
Cape Breton, which had been taken from the 
French during the preceding war, had been re- 
ftored at the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. It was 
not till the Englith had been put in poffeffion of 
that ifland, that they began to perceive its ad- 
vantageous fituation; and the convenience of 
its harbours for annoying the Britith trade with 
impunity. It was alfo a convenient port for 
castying on their fifhery, a branch pf commerce 
of the utmoft benefit to that nation. The wreft- 
ing it, thegefore, once more ‘from the hands of 
the French, was a meafure ardently defired by 
the whole nation. The fortrefs of Louifburgh, 
by which it was defended, had been flrengthen- 
ed by the affiftance of art, and was fill better 
defended from the nature of its fituation. The 
garrifon alfo was numerous, the commander 
vigilant; and every precaution was taken to 
fea landing. An account of the operations 

of the hege can afford little pleafure in abridge- 
yaent; be it fufficlent to fay, that the Englith 
formounted every obftacle with great intrepidity. 
Theis former timidity and irrefolution feemed to 
vanith, their natural cotrage and confidence re- 
futned, abd the place furrendered by capitula- 
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tion. “The fortifications were Yoon alter demo- 
fithed;’ nd rendered abfolutely uofit'for future 


aie ion, 
e expedition to Fort du Quefne was equally 
Tuccefsful; but that againft Crown Point was 
again defeated. This was now the fecond time 
that the Englith army had attempted to pene- 
trate into thofe hideous wilds; by which natyre 
had fecured the French poffeffions in that quarter 
of the world. Braddock fell in the attempt a 
martyr to his impetuofity; too much caution 
was equally injurious to his fucceffor. Aber- 
crombie fpent much time in marching to the 
lace of aftion; and the enemy were thus per- 

Ely prepared to He him a fevere reception. 
As he approached Ticonderago, he found them 
deeply intrenched at the foot of the fort, and 
ftill father fecured by fallen trees, with their 
branches pointing againft him. 

Thefe difficulties the Englith ardour attempted 
to furmount: but as the enemy, being in per- 
fe&t fecurity, took aim at leifure, a terrible car- 
nage of the affailants enfued ; and the general, 
after repeated efforts, was obliged to order a 
retreat. The Englifh army, however, was ftill 
fuperior; and it was fuppofed that when the 
artillery was arrived, fomething more fuccefsful 
might be performed; but the general felt too 
fenfibly the terrors of the late defeat to remain 
in the neighbourhood of a triumphant enemy. 
He therefore withdrew his troops, and returned 
to his camp at Lake George, from whence he 
had taken his departure. 

But though the Englifh arms were in fome 
degree unfuccefsful, yet upon the whole, the 
campaign was tly in their favour. The 
taking of Fort du Quefne ferved to remove from 
their colonies the terror of the incurfions of the 
Indians, while jt interrupted that correfpondence 
which ran along a chain of forts, with which 
the French had environed the Englith fettle- 
ments in America. This, therefore, promifed 
a fortunate campaign the following year, and vi- 

meafures were adopted to enfure fuccefs. 

Early"'in the enfuing year, the miniftry, 
fenfble’ that a fingle effort carried on in fu 
an extenfve country, could not poffibly reduce 
the enenty, refolved to attack them in feveral 
parts of their empire at the fame time. Prepa- 
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tations were accordingly made, and expeditions 
commenced againft three different parts of North 
America at the fame time. General Amhertt, 
the commander in chief, with a body of twelve 
thoufand men,- was commiffioned to attack 
Crown Point, which had hitherto been the re- 
proach of the Englifh army. General Wolfe 
was at the oppofite quarter to enter the river St. 
Lawrence, and undertake the fiege of Quebec, 
the capital of the French dominions in America; 
while general Prideaux, and fir William John- 
fon, were dire€ted to attempt a French fort, near 
the cataraéts of Niagara. 

The laft-mentioned expedition was the firft 
that fucceeded. The fort of Niagara was a 
place of great importance, and ferved to com- 
mand all the communication between the north- 
ern and weftern French fettlements. The fiege 
was begun with vigour, and an eafy conqueft 
was expected ; but general Prideaux was killed 
in the trenches, by the burfting of a mortar; in 
confequence of which, the whole command of 
‘the expedition devolved upon general Johnfon, 
who omitted nothing to puth forward the vi- 
gorous operations of his predeceffor, to which 
alfo he added his own popularity with the fol- 
diers under him. <A body of French troops, 


* Among the remarkable incidents of this period, the 
following is extremely interefting. One Bruluman, a 
filverfmith, had abandoned his bufinefs, and entered as 
an officer into the royal American regiment; but being 
afterwards difmiffed from thence, on account of his coun- 
terfeiting, or uttering falfe, money, he returned to Phi- 
ladelphia, the place of his former refidence, where, grow- 
ing infupportable to himfelf, and yet being unwilling to 
take away his own life, he determined upon the com- 
miffion of fome crime, for which he might get executed 
by the law. Having formed this refolution, he loaded 
his gun with a brace of balls, and afked his landlord to 

oa thooting with him, intending to murder him before 
# Fis teturn; but his landlord not choofing to go, efcaped 

the danger, He then fet out alone, and on the wa 
met aman, whom he was preparing to kill; but eel. 
; le@ing, that there was no witnefs to prove him guilty, he 
‘permitted the man to pafs. He next repaired to a public 
poufe, where he drank fome liquor, and hearing fome 
people playing at billiards, in a room above ftairs, he 
went and fat down with them, and was talkative, face- 
tious, and feemingly por eg After fome time, 
he called to the landlord, ahé4defired him to hang up his 
gun. Mr. Scull, who was at play, having ftruck his an- 
tagonift’s ball into one of the pockets, ‘* Sir,” faid Bra- 
luman to him, ‘“ you are a good markfman, and now Pll 
*¢ fhew you a fine ftroke.” Upon this he levelled his 
piece, and took aim at Mr. Scull, who, imagining him in 
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who were fenfible of the importance of this fort, 
attempted to relieve it; but Johnfon attacked 
them with intrepidity and fuccefs; for in lefs 
than an hour their whole army was routed. The 
garrifon foon after, perceiving the fate of their 
countrymen, furrendered prifoners of war. The 
fuccefs of general Amherft was lefs {plendid 
though not lefs ferviceable. On his arrival at 
the deftined place, he difcerned that the forts of 
Crown Point and Ticonderago were both de- 
ferted and deftroyed*. 

Nothing now remained but one grand and 
decifive blow, to put all America into the pof- 
feffion of the Englifh; and this was the taking 
of Quebec, the capital of Canada, a city hand- 
fomely built, populous, and flourifhing. Ad- 
miral Saunders was fele€ted to command the 
naval part of the expedition; the fiege by land 
was committed to the conduét of general Wolfe, 
of whom the nation entertained great expecta- 
tions. This young foldier+ had diftinguifhed 
himfelf on many former occafions, particularly 
at the fiege of Louifbourght{, a part of the fuc- 
cefs of which was juftly afcribed to him, who, 
without being indebted to family or connexions, 
had elevated himfelf folely by his merit to his 
prefent ftation. 


jeft, did not attempt to get out of the way, and was im- 
mediately fhot through the body. He then approached 
Mr. Scull, who did not expire nor lofe his fenfes till a 
confiderable time after, and faid to him, “ Sir, I had no 

malice nor ill-will againft you, for I never faw you be- 

fore ; but I was determined to kill fomebody, that I 

might be hanged, and you happen to be the man, and 

as you area very likely young man, I am very forry 
‘ for your misfortune.” Mr. Scull had time to fend for 
his friends, and to make his will. He forgave his mut- 
derer, and, if it could be done, defired he might be par- 
doned. This requeft, however, it would have been im- 
prudent to have granted, as he would doubtlefs have 
committed the like affaflination upon fome other perfon. 
He was therefore tried at Philadelphia, and being found 
uilty, as well by his own confeffion, as by the evidence of 
eed witneffes, was executed at that place on the eighth 
of O&ober. 

+ His age did not exceed thirty-five. 

t A, D. 1759. 

§ Wolfe, at the age of thirty-five, to all the fervour of 
fpirit, the liberality of fentiment, the humanity, gene 
rofity, and enlarged views of the hero, united no incon- 
fiderable fhare of the prudence of mind and military fhill 
which conftitute the great commander. He only re- 
quired years and opportunity of action, to place him on 
a level with the moft celebrated generals of any age or 


nation, 
4L The 
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The war in this part of the world had been 
hitherto carried on with intolerable barbarity ; 
and retaliating murders were committed without 
any knowledge from whence they originated. 
Wolfe, however, difdained to imitate an ex- 
ample which had been fet him even by fome 
of his affociate officers; he carried on the war 
with all the humanity which it permits. It is 
not our aim to enter into a minute detail of the 
fiege of this city; it will be fufficient to fay, 
that when we confider the fituation of the town 
on the fide of a great river, the fortifications 
with which it was fecured, the natural ftrength 
of the country, the great number of veffels and 
Hoating battcries the enemy had provided for 
the defence of the river, the numerous bodies 
of favages continually hovering round the Eng- 
lith army, we my{t acknowledge there was fuch 
a combination of difficulties, as might have dif- 
couraged and perplexed the moft refolute com- 
mander. 

The general himfelf was perfe€tly fenfidle of 
the difficulty of the undertaking. After ftating, 
in a letter to the miniftry, the dangers that pre- 
fented, “I knove,” faid he, “that the affairs of 
“Great Britain require the moft vigorous mea- 
“fures. But then, the courage of a handful of 
“brave men, fhould be exerted only where 
* there is fome hope of a favourable event. At 
“ prefent the difficulties are fo various, that I am 
“ at a lofs how to determine.” 

The only profpect of attempting the place 
with fucccfs, was to land a body of troops in 
the night below the town, who were to climb 
up the banks of the river, and take poffeffion 
of the ground on the back of the city. This 
attempt, however, appeared extremely difcou- 
raging. The fiream was rapid, the fhore fhelv- 
ing, the bank above Imed with fentinels, the 
landing-place fo narrow as not to be hardly 
perceptible in the dark, and the ftecpnefs of 
the ground fo great as hardlv to be afcended in 
the day-time. All thefe difficulties, however, 
were {urmounted by the conduét of general 
Wolfe, and the bravery of the men. Colonel 
Howe, with the light infantry and the High- 
landers, mounted the wondy precipices with ad- 
mirable courage and attivity, and diflodged a 
{mall body of troops which defended a narrow 
path up the bank; thus, afew having afcended, 
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the general drew the reft up in order as they ar- 
rived. - Monfieur de Montcalm, the French 
commander, was no fooner informed that the 
‘Englith had gained thefe heights, which he had 
confidently declared inacceffible, than he re- 
folved to hazard a baitle; and a furious en- 
counter inftantly began. This was one of the 
moft defperate engagements during the war. 
General Wolfe was ftationed on the right, in the 
very heat of the a&tion. Standing confpicuous 
in the front line, he had been aimed at by the 
markfmen of the enemy, and received a fhot in 
the wrift, which, however, did not oblige him 
to quit the field. Having wrapped a‘handker- 
chief round his hand, he continued to deliver 
his orders without the leaft emotion, and ad. 
vanced at the head of the grenadiers with their 
bayonets fixed; but a fecond and more fatal 
ball unfortunately pierced his breaft. Unable 
to procced, he learned on the fhoulder of a fol- 
dier who was nearhim. Now ftruggling in the 
agonies of death, and almoft expiring, he heard 
the cheering words pronounced,“ ‘They run!” 
On which he feemed for a moment to revive, 
and afking who ran, was informed the French. 
Exprefling his wonder that they ran fo foon, and 
unable to gaze any longer, he funk on the fol- 
dier’s breaft, and his laft words were, “ I die 
“happy.” Perhaps the lofs of the Englith on 
that day was greatet than the conqueft of Canada 
was advantageous. But it is the lot of man- 
kind only to know true merit on that dreadful. 
occafion, when they are on the point of loft 
ing it. 

General Wolfe being flain, and, at the fame 
time, colonel Monckton dangeroufly wounded 
at the head of Lafcelles’s regiment, where he 
diftinguifhed himfelf with great gallantry, the 
command devolved to brigadier Townfhend,, 
who haftened to the centre; and finding the 
troops difordcred in the purfuit, formed them 
again with uncommon expedition. ‘Lhis ne- 


| ceffary tafk was hardly performed, when M. de 


Bougainville, with a body of two thoufand freth 
men, appeared in the at of the Englith. He 
had begun his march Cape Rouge, as foon 
as he received intelligence that the Britith troops 
had gained the heights of Abraham ; but did not 
come up in time to have a thare in the battle. 
Mr. Townfhend immediately ordered two bats 

talions, 
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talions, with two pieces of artillery, to advance 
againft this officer, who -retired, at their ap- 
proach, among woods and fwamps; whiere ge- 
neral Townfhend was too wife to hazard a pre- 
carious attack. _ He had already gained a com- 
plete viGtory; taken a great number of French 
officers; and was pofted in a very advantageous 
fituation, which it would have been imprudent 
to forego. 

The French general, M. de Montcalm, was 
mortally wounded in the battle, and conveyed 
into Quebec, from whence, before he died, he 
wrote a letter to general Townfhend, recom- 
mending ‘the prifoners to that generous huma- 
nity, by which the -Britifly nation has been al- 
ways diftinguifhed. His fecond in command, 
was left wounded on the field, and the next day 
expired on board an Englith fhip, to which he 
had been carried. About a thoufand of the 
enemy were made prifoners, including a great 
number of officers; and five hundred were flain 
on the field of battle. This important victory 
was gained at the expence of fifty-fix men 
killed, including officers; and of five hundred 
and fix men wounded; but the death of gene- 
ral Wolfe was a national lofs, and univerfally 
lamented. 

The furrender of Quebec was the confe- 
quence of this vi€tory; and with it foon after 
the ceflion of allCanada. The French, indeed, 
in the following feafon, made a vigorous effort 
to retake the city; but, by the refolution of go- 
vernor Murray, and the appearance of an Eng- 
lith fleet under the command of lord Colvile, 
they were obliged to abandon their projet. 
The whole proyince was foon after reduced by 
the prudence and activity of general Ambherft, 
who obliged the French army to capitulate. To 
thefe fucceffes, about the fame time, we may add 
the redyétion of the ifland of Guadaloupe, under 
commodore More and general Hopfon, an ac- 
quifition of great importance. 

Great as thefe fuccefles were in India and 
America, they were achieved without any very 
expenfive efforts; on the contrary, the efforts 
the Englifft made in Europe, and the operations 
of their great ally, the king of Pruffia, though 


they were aftonithing, produced no fignal ad-- 


vantages. A defenfive war in Germany was all 
that could be expetted ;. and that he maintained 
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againft the united powers of the continent, with 
unexampled bravery. The French and Impe- 
rialifts were left triumphing in repeated fucceffes, 
and enjoying the fruits of an advantageous fum- 
mer campatgn. But as if fummer was not fuf- 
ficient for the horrors of war, they now refolved 
to exert them amidft the rigours of winter, and 
in the depth of that feafon fet down and formed. 
the fiege of Leipfic. The capture of that city 
would have been fatal to the interefts of the 
king ; and by one of thofe rapid marches, for 
which he was remarkable, he feemed, with his 
army, unexpe€tcdly to rife up before the town. 
Such was the terror of his arms, that even van- 
quifhed as he feemed, the French, though fu- 
perior in numbers, raifed the fiege, and re- 
treated. He was determined to purfue, and at 
length overtook them ata village ealled Rof- 
bach, where he obtained fo complete a victory, 
that night alone preferved their whole army from 
deftruction. 

In the mean time, the Auftrians in another 
part of the empire, were victorious, and had 
taken the prince of Bevern, the king of Pruffia’s 
generaliflimo, prifoner. The king, after an en- 
gagement, again undertook a dreadful march of 
two hundred miles in the depth of winter, and 
came up with the Auittrian army near Breflau. 
He there difpofed his forces with his ufual cele- 
rity and judgment, and acquired another bloody 
victory, in which he took fifteen thoufand pri- 
foners. Among the flain, on the fide of the 
Auftrians, were general Wurben and feveral 
other officers of diftinG@tion. Breflau, with a 
garrifon of ten thoufand men, furrendered foon 
after. Thefe fucceffes difpirited the enemy, and 
cherifhed his diftreffed Hanoverian allies with 
the pleafing hopes of being able to expel the 
French army from their territories. 

Soon after the capitulation of Clofter Seven 
had been figned between the duke of Cumber- 
land, and the duke of Richelieu, both parties 
began to complain of the violation of the treaty. 
The Hanoverians exclaimed againft the rapacity 
of the French general, and the brutality of his 
foidiers. The French retorted the charge againtt 
them, accufed them of infolence and infurrec- 
tion, and refolved to confine them ftri@ly to 
the terms of their agreement, fentible of their 
own fuperiority. Treaties between nations are: 

‘ feldony 
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feldom obferved any longer than intereft or fear 
cements the union; and uty: nations that 
take every advantage, political faith is a term 
without a meaning. The Hanoverians only de- 
fired a pretext to take arms, and a general to 
condu& their foldiers. Neither were long want- 
ing. ‘Fhe oppreffions of the tax-gatherers, whom 
the French had appointed, were confidered as 
fo fevere, that the army once more rofe to vin- 
dicate their freedom, while Ferdinand, prince of 
Brunfwic, placed himfelf at their head. 

Nothing could be more fortunate for the in- 
‘terefts of the king of Pruffia, than this fudden 
infurrelion of the Hanoverian forces. From 
this time he began to oppofe the enemy on more 
equal terms; he faced them on every tide, often 
witorious, fometimes repulfed, but ever formida- 
ble. 
a pitch as by him, and it muft be added, its 
horrors alfo. In this war, Europe faw, with 
aftonifhment, campaigns carried on in the depth 
of winter, great and defolating battles fought, 
yet productive of no vifible advantage to the 
viGtors. At no time fince the days of heroifm, 
were {uch numbers deftroyed, fo many cities 
‘taken, fo many fhirmifhes fought, fuch ftrata- 


Never was the art of war carried to fuch | 
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four guns. The number of foldiers put on 
board this little fleet, did not exceed one thou- 
fand two hundred and feventy, exclufive of ma- 
rines, to the number of feven hundred. 

The intention of Thurot was to make a de- 
fcent about Derry; but before this defcent could 
be executed, the weather growing tempeftudus, 
and the wind blowing off fhore, they were 
driven out to fea, and, in the night, loft fight of 
the Marante, of twenty-four guns, which never 
joined them in the fequel. After having been 
tempeft- beaten for fome time, and reduced to a 
very fcanty allowance of provifion, the officers 
requefted Thurot to return to France, left they 
fhould all perith by famine ; but he was deaf to 
their propofal, and frankly told them he could 
not retum to France, without having ftruck 
fome ftroke for the fervice of his country. Ne- 
verthelefs, in hope of meeting with fome re- 
frefhment, he fteered to the ifland of Ifla, where 
the troops were landed, and here they found 
black cattle, and a {mall fupply of oatmeal, for 
which they paid a reafonable price ; and it muft 
be owned, Mhurot himfif behaved with great 
moderation and generolity. 

While this gallant adventurer ftruggled with 


gems practifed, or fuch intrepidity difplayed. : thefe difficulties, his arrival in the Briush feas 
Armies were, by the German difcipline, confi- ' filled the whole kingdom with alarm. Bodies 
dered as compofing one great machine, direCted : of regular troops and militia were pofted along 
by one commander, and animated by a fingle : the coafts of Ireland and Scotland; and befides 
will. From the narration of thefe campaigns, : the fquadron of commodore Boys, who failed 
fucceeding gencrals will receive their leflons of | to the northward on purpofe to purfue the 
devaftation, and improve upon the arts of in- | enemy, other fhips of war were ordered to fcour 


creafing human calamity. 
In the preceding vear, a {mall armament was 


squipres at Dunkirk, under the command of 


. de Thurot, who, in {pite of all the vigilance 
of the Britihh commander, ftationed in the 
Downs, found means to efcape from the har- 
bour in the month of Oftober, and arrived at 
Gottenburgh, in Sweden, from whence he pro- 
ceeded to Bergen in Norway. His inftru€tions 
were to make occafional defcents upon the coat 
of Ireland, and, by dividing the troops, and 
diftraGting the attention of the government in 
that kingdom, to facilitate the enterprize of M. 
de Conflans. The original armament of Thuiot 
confifted of five fhips, one of which, the ma- 
sefchal de Belleifle, was mounted with forty- 


the Briftol channel, and cruize between Scotland 
and Ireland. The weather no fooner permitted 
Thurot to purfue his deftination, than he failed 
from Ifla to the bay of Carrickfergus in Ireland, 
and made all the neceflary preparations for a 
defcent; which was accordingly effe€ted, with 
fix hundred men, on the twenty- firft of February. 
Lieutenant-colonel Jennings, who commanded 
four companies of raw undifciplined men at 
Carrickfergus, having received information that 
three fhips had anchored about two miles and a 
half from the caftle, which was defencelefs, im- 
mediately detached a party to make obferva- 
tions, and ordered the I'rench prifoners there 
confined to be removed to Belfat 

Meanwhile the enemy landing without op- 


polition 
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pofition, advanced towards the town, which 
‘they found as well guarded as the nature of the 
place, which was enfirély open, and the cir- 
cumftances of the Englifh commander, would 
admit. A regular attack was carried on, anda 
{pirited defence fupported, till the ammunition 
of the Englith failed; then colonel Jennings 
<reired in order to the caftle, which however 
was in all refpeéts untenable; for, belides a 
breach in the wall of near fifty feet wide, they 
found themfelves deftitute of provifion and am- 
munition: Neverthelefs, they repulfed the 
‘affailants in their firft attack, even after the gate 
was burft open, and fupplied the want of fhot 
with ftones and rubbith. At length the colonel 
and his troops were obliged to furrender, on con- 
dition that they fhould not be fent prifoners to 
France, but be. ranfomed by fending thither an 
equal number of French prifoners tah Great 
Britain or Ireland; that the caftle fhould not be 
demolithed, nor the town of Carrickfergus plun- 
dered or burned, on condition that the mayor 
and corporation fhould furnifh the French troops 
with receffary provifions. 

Captain John Elliot, who commanded three 
frigates at Kinfale, and had, in the courfe of 
the war, already fignalized himfelf by extraor- 
dinary a&ts of valour, was informed by a dif- 
patch from the duke of Bedford, Jord lieutenant 
of Ireland, that three of the enemy’s fhips lay 
at anchor in the bay of Carrickfergus, and thither 
he immediately fteefed hia courfe in the fhip 
/Eolus, accompanied by the Pallas and Brilliant, 
under the command of the captains Clements 
and Logie. On the twenty-eighth of February 
they difcovered the enemy, and gave chace, in 
fight of the ifle of Man; and about nine in the 
morning captain Elliot, in his own fhip, at- 
tacked the Belleifle, commanded by Thurot, al- 
though confiderably his fuperior in ftrength of 
men, number of guns, and weight of metal. 
In a few minutes bis conforts were alfo engaged 
with the other two fhips of the enemy. Alter 
a warm aétion, maintained with great {pirit on 
all fides for an hour and a half, captain Elliot’s 
feutenant boarded the Belleifle, and, ftriking her 
colours with his own hand, the commander {ub- 
mitted: his example was immediately followed 
by the other French captains, and the Englifh 
commodore, taking poffeffion of his prizes, con- 
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veyed them to the Ifl: of Man, that'the damage 
might be repaired. 

ough the Belleifle was very leaky, and Had 
loft her bowfprit, mizen-maft, and a main-yard, 
it is probable that the vi€tory would not have 
been fo eafily purchafed, had not the gallant 
Thurot fallen during the a€tion. The vitor 
had not even the confolation to perform the laft 
offices to his brave enemy; for his body was 
thrown into the fea by his own people, in the 
hurry of the engagement. The lofs on the fide 
of the Englifh did not exceed forty men killed 
and wounded; though three hundred of the 
enemy were {lain or difabled. 

The fervice performed on this occafion was 
deemed fo effential to the peace and commerce 
of Ireland, that the thanks of the houle of com- 
mons in that kingdom were voted to the con- 
querors of Thurot, as well as to lieutenant co- 
Jonel Jennings, for his {pirited behaviour at Car-_ 
rickfergus: and the freedom of the city of Cork 
was prefented in filver boxes to the captains 
Elliot, Clements, and Logie.» The name of 
Thurot was become terrible to all the trading 
fea ports of Britain and Ireland: and therefore 
the defeat and capture of his fquadron were ce- 
lebrated with as hearty rejoicings, as could have 
been produced by the moft important victory. 

All this time, England was happily at a dif. 
tance from the principal miferies which oppreff 
ed the reft of Europe ; yet from her natural mili- 
tary ardour, fhe feemed defirous of experienc- 
ing thofe dangers which fhe heard related. This 
pafion for fharing in acontinental war, was not 
lefs pleafing to the king of England, from his 
native attachments, than from a defire of re- 
venge upon the plunderers of his country, A$ 
foon, therefore, as it was known that prince Fer- 
dinand had put himfelf at the head of the Ha- 
noverian army, his Britannic majefty, in a fpeech 
to his pariament, obferved, that the late fuc- 
ceffes of his ally in Germany had given a happy 
turn to his affairs, which it would be neceffary 
toimorove. The commons, concurting in his 
fentiments, liberally granted fupplies both for 
the fervice of the king of Praia, and for en- 
abling the army formed in Hanover to aft vigo- 
roufly in conjunétion with him. 

From fending money over into Germay, the 
nation began to extend their benefits; and it 
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_was foon confidered that men would be a more 
gratifying fupply} Mfr. Pitt, who had acquired 
aig and power by oppofing fuch mea- 

ures, was tfow prevailed on to enter.into them 
with even greater ardor than any of his prede- 
ceffors. The hopes of fpeedily terminating the 
war by vigorous meafures, the connexions with 
which he was obliged to co-uperate, and per- 
haps the pleafure he found in giving fatisfac- 
tion to the king, alike incited him eagerly to 
puth forward a continental war. But, he only 
confpired with the general inclinations of the 
people at this time, who, allured by the noble 
‘efforts of their only ally, were unwilling to fee 
him fall a facrifice to the united ambition of his 
enemies. 

To indulge this general inclination of affifting 
the king of Pruffia, the duke of Marlborough 
was at firft {ent into,Germany with a {mall body 
of Britifh forces to join prince Ferdinand, whofe 
aftivity againff the French began to be attended 
with fuccefs. After fome {mall advantages 

ained by the allied army at Crevelt, the duke of 
farlborough dying, his command devolved 
upon lord George Sackville, who was at that 
time a favourite with the Englith army. A mif- 
underftanding however arofe between him and 


© The interefting trial of lord George Sackville, drew 
off the public attention from the parliamentary delibe- 
rations. He laboured under a high degree pular 
odium, as one who had obftrued the fuccefs of the Bri- 
tith arms, and fullied the glory of bis country. On the 
evidence of feveral officers it was proved, that he had dif- 
regarded the orders of prince Ferdinand, at the time of 
the hettle of Minden. He defended himfelf with fome 
uifplay of ability ; but his vindication did not prevail with 
the court; for be was pronounced guilty of difobedience 
40 thofe orders which he was bound to regard, and 
* unfit to ferve his majefty in any military capacity what- 
“ foever.” The king readily fan@ioned this adjudica- 


+ The follozing ts a fammary account of the evidence. On 
Sunday the thirteenth of January, he appointed this unhappy 
ean tu come to his houfe, on the Friday following, in order 
bo perufi papers, or fettle accounts; and Johafon went thither, 
enthout fufpeing whut was prepared for his reception; for 
though le wus no ftranger to has lordfaip’s dangerous di/pof- 
tion, aad knew le had fome time before incurred his dijpleafere, 


he imagined lus refentment had entirely , 28 the carl 
had of late rari pi hin with . He 
re, at the time appointed, repaired to his lordfhip's’ 


therefo 
houfe of Stanton m Leic ire, at the 
raf bis pelle ortega sdeiued papa 


rrant. Theeurl had di in she houfe, 
farloas prac, exept ts my wee ih i he 


carious prelekces, except three women, 
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the commander in chief, which difcovered itfelf 
fhortly after at the battle of Minden. The caufe 


‘of this mutual difguft is not clearly knqwn; it is 


fuppofed that the extenfive genius, and the 
inquifitive fpirit of the Englith generaf, were 
by no means agreeable to his fuperior in com- 
mand, who withed to reap fome pecuniary ad- 
vantages which the other was unwilling to permit.. 

Both armies advancing near the town of Min- 
den, the French began the attack with great 
vigour, and a general engagement of the in- 
fantry enfued. Lord George, at the head of the 
Britifh and Hanoverian horfe, was ftationed at 
fome diftance on the right of the infantry, from 
which they were divided by a {mall wood that 
bordered on a heath. The French infantry 
lofing ground, the prince imagined that this 
would be a favourable opportunity to pour down 
the horfe among them, and therefore fent lord 
George orders to come on. Thefe orders were 
not regularly obeyed; and whether they were un- 
intelligible, or contradi€tory, ftill remains a point 
for pofterity to illuftrate. It is certain that lord 
George was fhortly after recalled, tried by a 
court martial, found guilty, and declared inca- 
pable of ferving in any military command for 
the future*. The enemy, however, were re- 


pulfed 


tion; and, to increafe the efficacy of it, commanded the 
fentence to be given out in public orders, that, when 
officers fhould find, ‘‘ that neither high birth nor great 
‘* employments thould fhelter offences of fuch a nature,”’ 
and that they were obnoxious to “ cenfures much worfe 
** than death toa man who has any fenfe of honour,” they 
might avoid the fatal confequences of difobedience. 

he delinquency of lord Ferrers, about this time, was 
more atrocious than that of Sackville; for he was guilty 
of 9 deliberate murder Johnfon, the earl’s fteward, 
having incurred the difpleafure of his employer, he re- 
folved to take away his lifet. Not fufpe@ing the ine 
tention of the peer, the attentive fteward obeyed a no- 


kitchen. Johafon, advancing to the door of the + bona 
was received by his lord, soho defired him to into ane 
other reem, where he goed Lim in afew sminules, and then 
frogeder i . the infide. dfter much warm expoftu- 

C4 im hes fubfcribing ing a , 

r pilin’ und on his refufiig to Sibel nts tp 
declared he would put lim to death. in vain ‘ae 
e 
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pulfed in all their attacks with confiderable lofs, 
and at length giving way, were putfued to the 
very ramparts of Minden, The triumph was 
{plendid, but Jayrels were the only advantage 
gathered from the field of battle. 

After thefe vi€tories, which were confiderably 
magnified in England, it was fuppofed that one 
reinforcement more of Britifh troops would ter- 
minate the war in favour of the allies; another 
reinforcement was fpeedily fent: the Britifh 
army‘in Germany then amounted to upwards of 
thirty thoufand men; and the whole nation was 
flufhed with the hopes of ‘immediate conqueft. 
But thefe delufive hopes foon vanifhed, in find- 
ing victory and defeat fucceflively following each 
other. ‘The allies were defeated at Corbach; 
but retrieved their honour at Exdorf. A vi€tory 
at Warbourg enfued, and another at Zierenberg ; 
but they experienced a defeat at Compen, after 
which both fides retired into winter quarters. 
The fucceffes thus on either fide might be con- 
fidered as a compa& by which both engaged to 
lofe much, and gain little; for no advantages 
whatever arofe from victory. The Englith at 
length began to open their eyes to their own in- 
tereft, and difcovered that they were waging 
unequal war, and loading themfelves with taxes 
for conquefts they could never preferve nor en- 


Joy: 
It muft be acknowledged, that the efforts of , 


= Sage at this time, over every part of the 
globe, were amazing; and the expence of her 
Operations greater than had ever been known 
before. The king of Pruffia received a fubfidy ; 
a large body of Englifh forces commanded the 
extenfive peninfula of India; another army of 
twenty thoufand men confirmed their conqueft 
in North America; thirty thoufand men were 


tice which fummoned him to a meeting; and he was thot 
by his inhuman mafter. On the trial of the perpetrator 
of this crime, witnefles were produced in {upport of his 
infanity; but it appearing to the court, that, at the time 
of the murder, his judgment was cool, and his intelleéts 
unimpaired, the plea of infanity was difallowed, and he 
was condemned to death. The king refpited the exe- 
cution of the fentence for a fortnight ; but, with a lau- 
dable elpabrw fs rejected all folicitations in his favour ; 
and even refufed to grant his requeft of fuffering in the 
Tower rather than at Tyburn. He was hanged as a 
common felon, behaving in this laft fcene of his life, with 
compofure and intrepidity. His body was not exempted 
from the ignominy of diffeGion; but it was afterwards 
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employed in Germany, and feveral other bodies 
difperfed in the different garrifons in various 
parts of the world; but all thefe were incon. 
fiderable, compared to the force maintained at 
fea, which carried command wherever it came, 
and had totally annihilated the French power on 
that element. The courage and conduét of the 
Englifh admirals had furpaffed whatever had 
been related in hiftory; neither fuperior force, 
nor number, nor even the terrors of the tempeft, 
could intimidate them. Admiral Hawke gained 
a complete aiftory over an equal number of 
French fhips, on the coaft of Bretagne, in Qui- 
beron Bay, in the midft of a tempett, during the 
darknefs of the night, and what is {till more-ter- 
rible to a feamen, upon a rocky fhore. 

Such was the glorious triumph of the Britifh 
nation at this period. But while their arms 
profpered in every effort for promoting the real 
interefts of the nation, an event happened, which 
for a while obfcured the {plendor of her vic- 
tories*, On the twenty-fith of O@ober, the 
king, without having complained of any pre- 
vious difprder, was found, by hit domeftics, ex- 
piting in his chamber. He had arifen at his 
ufual hour, and obferved to his attendants, that 
as the weather was fine he would take the air 
in the gardens of Kenfington, where he then re- 
fided. In a few minutes after his return, being 
left alone, he was heard to fall down upon the 
floor. This circumftance alarming his atten- 
dants, they haftily entered his apartment, and 
lifted him into bed, where he defired, with a 
faint voice, that the princefs Amelia might be 
fent for; but before fhe could arrive, he expired. 
An attempt was made to bleed him, but with- 
out effet; and afterwards, the furgeons, upon 
opening him, difcovered that the right ventricle 


delivered to his friends for interment. 

* An incident, which denoted the wealth and fpirit of 
the nation, was the indifference and unconcern with 
which they fuftained the lofs ofa vaft magazine of naval 
ftores, belonging to the dock yard at Portfmouth, which, 
in the month of July, was fet on fire by lightning, and 
being compofed of combuftibles, burned with fuch fury, 
notwithftanding all the endeavours of the werkmen in 
the yard, the failors in the harbour, and the troops in the 
town, that, before a ftop was put to the conflagration, it 
had deftroyed a variety of ftores to an immenfe value. 
The damage, however, was fo immediately repaired, 
that it had no fort of effe@ in difconcerting any plan, or 
even in retarding any naval preparation. F 
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of the heart was a€tually ruptured, and that a 
great quantity of blood was difcharged through 
the aperture into the furrounding pericardiam. 

George the Second died* in the feventy- 
feventh year of his age, and the thirty-third of 
his reign; lamented by his fubjeéts, and in the 
micft of vi€tory. If anv monarch was happy in 
the peculiar mode of his death, and the precife 
time of its arrival, it was this fovereign. The 
univerfal enthufiafm of the people for conquett, 
was now beginning to fubfide, and fober reafon 
to take her turn in the adminiftration of affairs. 
The fa@tions which had been foftering during 
his long reign, had not yet come to maturity; 
but threatened, with all their virulence, to afBi€t 
his fuccefler. He was himfelfa prince of no 
fplendid abilities; and while he was permitted 
to guide and affift his German dominions, he 
entrufted the care of Britain to his minifters at 
home. Hovrever, as we ftand too near to be 
impartial judges of his merits or defects, let us 
flate his charaGter as delivered by two writers of 
oppofite opinions. With il to his perfon, 
he was rather Below the middle fize, sell pro- 
olan ere&t, eyes remarkably prominent, a 

igh nofe, and fair complexion. 

“ On whatever fide,” fays his ift, we 
** Jook upon his character, we fhall find ample 
“ matter for juft and unfufpected praife. None 
“ of his predeceffors on the throne of England, 
“ Jived to fo great an age, or enjoyed longer fe- 
“ jicity. His fubjets were fill improving un- 
* der him, in commerce and arts; and his own 
* ceconomy fet a prudent example to the na- 
“ tion, which, however, they did not follow. 


* Oober 25, 1760. : 

t Mr. Ruffel, in his delineation of this portrait, in 
fome of the leading fentares, refemble, both thefe artifts. 
He fays, * His charaGer 15 by no means complicated. 
‘* Violent in his temper, but humane and candid in his 
** difpefition, he conciliated the affedtion, if he failed to 
* command the refpeG, of thofe who were moft about 
“ his perfon. If his underftanding was not very capa- 
“ cious, hi, judgment was found; and if he had lite of 
« the munificence of a great monarch, he poffefled in 
© perfeftiva the economy of a prudent prince. Nor aid 
ad ted ectaon; nai too minute for his ex- 

“ gited Ration, remaskably impair the fplendor of his 
# seyal dignity, until age rendered flate inconvenient 
# tohim. His fond aitachment to German politics made 
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“ He was, in his temper fadden and violent 
* but this, though it influenced his cénduét, 
“ made no change in-his behaviour, which was 
“* generally guided by reafon. He was plain 
‘* and direét in his intentions; true to his ‘word 
“ fteady in his favour and protection to his 
“* fervants, nor parting even with his minifters 
* till compelled to it by the violence of fa@tion. 
“ In fhort, through the whole of his life, he 
** appeared rather to live for the cultiyation of 
 ufeful virtues than fplendid ones; and, fatis- 
* fied with nd good, left others: their un- 
* envied greatnefs.” 

Such is the pitture given by his friends, but 
there are others who reverfe the medal. “ As 
“to the extent of his underftanding, or the 
“ fplendor of his virtue, we rather with for op- 
** portunities of praife, than undertake the tafk 
“ ourfelves. His public charaéter was marked 
“ with a predilection for his native country, 
“ and to that he facrificed all other confidera- 
* tions. He was not only unlearned himfelf, 
* but he defpifed learning in others; and though 
= ee might have flourifhed in his reign, yet 
** he aria Hip aac it by his influence or ex- 
“ample. His fragelty bordered upon avarice, 
‘¢ and he hoarded not for his fubjects, but him- 
“ felf. He was remarkable for no one great 
“ virtue, and was known to prattife feveral of 
“ the meaner vices.” Which of thefe two cha- 
raCters are true, or whether they may not in part 
be both fo, we will not pretend to decide. If 
his favourers are numerous, fo are thofe who 
oppofe them ; let pofterity therefore decide the 
conteft f. 


“ the early part of his reign unpopular. But the bold 
 f{pirit with which he refented the infult offered to his 
“ crown, and the brilliant conquefts with which the latter 
“ years of his reign were adorned, have cndeared his 
“ memory to the Englith nation.” 

He has been accufed of accumulating public: money 
for his private ufes, on pretence of debts and deficiencies, 
when his coffers fuperabounded with treafure. 

His fons were Frederic prince of Wales, and William 
dske of Cumberland, His daughters were, Anne, who 
became princefs of Orange; Amelia, who died unmare 
ried in 1786, at an advanced age; Elizabeth, whom her 
pron Sethe Mary, the wile of the late landgrave of 

Caflel; and Louifa, who became queen of Den. 
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(GEORGE the Second was fucceeded, in his regal 

and eleGtural dominions, by his grandfon George 
the Third, a young prince of au amtable difpofition, 
and of the moft unblemifhed manners. 
was no fooner known, than Mr. Pitt, one of the prin- 
cipal {ecretaries of ftate, repaired to Kew, and com- 
municated the intelligence to his new fovereign, 
George the Third, who thus afcended the throne, 
when he had recently completed his twenty-fecond 
vear. The lords of the privy council were imme- 
diately affembled ; and the following day his majefiy 
was proclaimed: before Saville Houfe, in Leiceiter 
Fields, in the prefence of the great officers of ftate, 
the nohility, the lord mayor, and the aldermen of the 
city of London. The fame ceremony was performed 
ss the afual folemnities in different-parts of the ca. 

ital, 

The council being affembled at Charlton Houfe, 
the king addrefled them, with unaffuming firmnefs, 
in the following terms: “ The lofs that I and the na- 
*© tion have fuftained, by the death of the king my 
‘¢ grandfather, would have been feverely felt at any 
‘* time: but coming at fo critical a junéture, and {o 
“* unexpected, it is by many circumttances aug- 
“* mented; and the weight now falling upon me, 
“¢ much increafed, I feel my own infufficiency to 
« fup it as I wifh: but animated by the ten- 
‘¢ derett affeétion for this my native country, and 
* depending on the advice, experience, and abilities 
* of your lordfhips, aod on the fupport and affift- 
** ance of every boneft man, I enter with cheerful- 
© nefs into this arduous fituation, and fhall make it 
the bufinefs of my life to promote, in every thing, 
the glory and happinefs of thefe kingdoms; to 
preferve and ftrengthen the conftitution, both in 
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* The rangerfhip of Richmond Park, the princefs 
could not be deprived of, without her confent; -which 
was procured by the grant of a penfion of one thouland 
two hundred pounds per annum, on the Irifh eftablith. 
ment. But, confidering the difrefpeéttul treatment the 
had received asa kind of infult, fhe withdrew entirely 
frém court, and, at'her death, bequeathed her immenfe 
wealth among the defcendants of her fifler, the princefs 
of Helle. 

+ A committee appointed to manage the undertaking 
of anew bridge over the river Thames at Black I nars, 
having received and examined a variety of plans, pre- 
fented by diferent artifts, at length gave the preference 
to the defign ‘of one Mi, Mylne, a young archited, a 
native of North Britain, juft returned from the profe- 
cution of his Rudies at Rome, where he had gained the 
prize in the Capitol, The place being already afcer- 
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‘¢ church and ftate; and as I mount the throne in 
‘ the midft of an expenfive but juft and neceflary 
‘ war, I {hall endeavour to profecute it in the man- 
“ ner the moft likely to cffc& an honourable and 
‘¢ Jafting peace, in concert with my allies.” This 
declaration, implying a refolution to profecute the 
fame meafures which had been planned under the 
late king, was publifhed at the requeft of the lords 
in council, and effe€tuaily difpelled the apprehen- 
fions of all thofe who dreaded an alteration. 

On the twenty feventh of OGober, only one day 
having intervened fince the death of George the Se- 
cond, the earl of Bute was fworn a member of the 
privy council. Aftera fhort interval, the rangerfhip 
of Hchmond Park * was transferred from the prin- 
cefs Amelia to that nobleman ; and, by an order q 
the king in council, the name of the dyke of Cum- 
berland, rendered dear to the a ak by the me- 
ery of the battle of Culloden, was ftruck out of the 

iturgy. 

The firft fpecinten, which his maiefty gave of his 
amiable ditpofition, was a proclamation, which he 
iffued for the encouragement of piety and virtue, 
and the preventing and punifhing of vice, profane- 
nefs, and immorality. 

This proclamation was immediately fucceeded by 
another, requiring all perfons poffefling offices of au- 
thority, at the deceafe of the late king, to procced 
in the execution of their re{pective offices. The tide 
of affe&ion towards the young monarch began to 
tun fo high, that addreffes, exprefling the warmeft 
profeffions of attachment, were poured in from every 

uarter of the kingdom. The magiftrates of Lon- 
don led the way; and their example was followed by 
the merchants and traders of that city +. Theclergy 
re 
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tained, the lord mayor of London, accompanied by the 
committee, and a great concourfe of people, repaired to 
Black Friars, and laid the firft flone of the bridge, 
placing on it a plate with an infcriptiun, which does 
more honour to the public {pirit of the undertakers, than 
to the claffical tafte of the author. It may be thus ren- 
dered in Englifh. es 
On the laft day of O€tober, in the year 1760, 
and in the beginning of the moft aufpi- 
cious Reign of George the Third, 
Sir Thomas Chitty, Kt. Lord Mayor, ° 
laid the firft Stone of this Bridge, 
underiaaen by thc Common Council 
of London, 
(amidit the rage of an extenfive war) 
for the public Accommodation 
ats an And 
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of London and Weftminfter, preceded by the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, complimented his majcfty on 
his acceffion to the throne ; and the two univerfitics 
were not backward in prefenting their addreffes of 
congratulation. In a word, ali the bodies politic 
and corporate, in all the cities and counties of the 
three kingdoms, feemed to vie with each other in 
expreffions of Joyalty and alfeétion to their new fo- 
vercign, who received them with fuch affability and 
marks of regard as could not fail of being nghly 
gratifying to a people remarkable for fenfibility and 
entiment *. 

It was hoped by a majority of the sabes that a 
change of politics would take place ; that the young 
king, from his known and declared attachment to his 
native country, would no longer fuffer the public 
treafure to be lavifhed in penfions to foreign princes, 
under the denomination of fubfidies, to enable them 
to fight their own battles ; nor the blood of the Britith 
foldiery fpilt to fertilize the plains of Germany. But 
though the youthful fovereign might difapprove of 
the continental fyftem, he could not immediately 
adopt new meafures, without infliG@ing a dire& cen- 
fure on the condu& of his venerable predeceffor. 
‘Nor could he abruptly defert his German confede- 
rates, after the important fteps that had been taken 
in conjun@ion with them, without impairing the 
fufire of the Britith crown, and bringing into quefiion 
the faith of the Britifh nation. 

The two parties were ruminating on the nature of 
our German commotions, when the parliament, affem- 
ling on the eighteenth of November, the king re- 
paired to the houfe of lords, and the commons at- 
tending as ufual, he delivered from the throne, (at- 
tired with all the fplendid decorations of royalty) an 
appropriate fpeech to both houfes. 

After exprefling his regret at the dcath of Ins 

ndfather, and declaring his reliance on the af- 
eGion of his people, the bleffing of Heaven, and 
his own integnty, his majefty thus proceeded : 

‘¢ Born and educated in this country, | glory in 
“ the name of Briton; and the peculiar happinefs 


And ornament of this City, 
Robert Mylne being Archited. 
And that there might remain to Pofterity 
2 monament of this City’s Affediion to 
bo, by the frength of his gen 
who, genius, 

the SteadineG of bis Mind, | 
and a certain kind of ry cqntagion 
of. bis Probjty and.spisit. . 

( x the nse weve Sais 
- and the fortunate A ot George JL.) 
‘* pecpyered, augmented, arid ferured,* ~ 

the Britith Empire *~ 7° ~ 
in Afia, Africa, and Americas‘ - 
And reftored the ancient Reputation 
sari 8 of his Country 
among the Najions of Europe; © 
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i of the people were direéted tew: 
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“ of my lift will ever confift in promoting the wel. 
‘* fure of a people, whofe loyalty and warm affec- 
‘* tion to me, I confider as the greateft and moft 
“6 permanent fecurity of my throne; and 1 doubt 
** not, but their fteadinefs in thofe principles will 
es of the firmncfs of my invariable refolutions to 
** adhere to, and ftrengthen, this excellent confti- 
tution in church and ftate; and to maintain the 
toleration inviolable. The civil and the religious 
‘* rights of my loving fubjefts are equally dear to 
‘* me with the moft valuable prerogatives of my 
** crown: and, as the furett foundation of the whole, 
** and the beft means to draw down the divine fa- 
“ vour on my reign, it is my fixed puree to coun- 
“* tenance and encourage the practice of true reli- 
‘* gion and virtue.” 

In the progrefs of his fpeech, he expatiated on the 
flourifhing circumftances of the ki , and added, 
‘¢ In this ftate I have found things at my acceffion 
“* tothe throne of my an :—happy, in viewing 
“ the profperous pa of it; happier ftill thould | 
“© have been, had I found my kingdoms, whofe true 
** intereft I have entirely at heart, in full peace: but 
‘€ fince the ambition, injurious encroachments, and 
‘¢ dangerous defigns of my enemies, rendered the 
‘* war both juft and neceffary, and the generous 
** overture, made laft winter, towards a congrefs for 
*< a pacification, has not yet produced any fuitable 
return, I am determined, with your cheerful and 
powerful affiftance, to profecute this war with vi- 
gour, in order to that defirable obje&,— a fafe 
and honourable peace. For this purpofe, it is ab- 
folutely incumbent upon us to be early prepared ; 
and I rely upon your zeal and hearty concurrence 
to fupport the king of Pruffia, and the reft of my 
allies, and to make ample provifion for carrying 
‘¢ on the war, as the only means to bring our ene- 
“<*mies to equitable terms of accommodation.” 

He concluded by obferving, in his addrefs to both 
houfes, that, ** The eyes of all Europe dre upon you. 
‘¢ From your refolutions, the Proteftant intereft hopes 
‘* for proteGion, as well as all our friends for the 
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The Citizens of London have unani- 
moufly voted this Bridge to be infcribed 
with the Name of 
Wirriam Pitt, 


- * On the tenth of November, in the evening, the 
body of the late king was removed from Kenfington to 
the apartment called the Prince’s Chamber, near the 
houfe of peers, where it lay in ftate till next night, when 
it was interred, with ag funeral pomp, in the royal 
vault in the chapel of He. ry the Seventh, adjoining te 
Weftminfter Abbey, the duke of Cumberland appearing 
in the charafer of chief mourner. Thefe laft duties to 
the deceafcd monarch being peso difcharged, the eyes 

$ their youthful fove- 


reign, 
‘¢ prefervation 
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‘* prefervation of their independency ; and our ene- 
** mies fear the final difappointment of their ambi- 
‘* tious and defiru@ive views. Let thefe hopes and 
‘* fears be confirmed and augmented by the vigour 
** and difpatch of our proceedings. 

** In this expe&ation I am the more encouraged 
** by a pleafing circumftance, which 1 look upon as 
** one of the moft aufpicious omens of my reign. 
*¢ That happy extin@ion of divifions, and that union 
** and good harmony which continue to prevail 
** amongft my fubjeés, afford me the moft agree- 
** able profpe&, The nataral difpofition and with 
‘* of my heart, are to cement and promote them ; 
** and I promife myfelf that nothing will arife on 
‘* your part to interrupt or difturb a fituation fo 
‘* effential to the true and lafting felicity of this great 
€s people.” ‘ 

The fentiments contained in this fpeech were 
equally acceptable to the members of the two houfes, 
and to the people at large. Loyal addreffes were 
unanimoufly prefented to both houfes ; and, in a pa- 
roxyfm of cnthufiaftic joy, the commons even voted 
a fecond addrefs, thanking his majefty for the gra- 
cious manner in which,he received the firft. 

His majefty then. took the oaths to maintain the 
church of Scotland, as by law efiablifhed ; and hav- 
ing formally figiied two in@ruments for that purpofe, 
one of them was depofitad among the archives of 
the council, and the other tranfmitted to Edinburgh, 
te be-reconded. in the court of feffion. 

is majefty having reprefented to the houfe of 
commons, that it was neceflary to make provifion for 
fupporting his civil government with hoyour and 
dignity, they .granted the fum of eight hundred 
thoufand pounds to defray the expences of the civil 
lift. The fym total,of all the fupplies granted for 
the fervice of the current year, amounted to nineteen 
millions fix hundred thoufand one hundred and nine- 
tecn pounds nineteen fhillings and three farthings: 
a fum, which, however large, and even feemingly 
enormous, was perhaps no more than was abfolutely 
neceflary. ¢ 

This griat fupply was raifed by a continuation of 
the land and muit taxes, which conftituted the ftand- 
ing revenue of the nation, and by borrowing the fum 
of tweive nviiions, the intereft to be paid by an addi- 
tional duty impofed on beer and ale: and by a con- 
tinuation of the duties on wines, vinegar, and cyder, 
The whole of the provifions made this feflion, fell 
very little thort of twenty millions fterling ; the fur- 
plus being infended to fupply any deficiencies 
that might eenpee in any of the funds which had 
been eftablifhed. 

In the beginning of March*, the king acquired 
great popularity, by recommending trom the throne 
a method for fecuring the independency of the judges. 


« A. D. 1761, 7 
+ Though, in this cafe, no real facrifice was made on 
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He informed both houfes of parliament, that, upon 
granting new commiffions to the judges of affize, the 
prefent ftate of their offices fell naturally under confi- 
deration: that, notwithftanding the a& of William the 
Third, for fettling the fucceflion to the crown, b 
which a& the commiffions of the judges were conti- 
nued in force during their good behaviour, yet their 
offices had determined at the demife of the crown, or 
in fix months after that event, as often as it had hap. 
pened: that as he thought the independency and up- 
rightnefs of the judges as effential to the impartial 
adminiftration of iwftice, one of the beft fecurities 
to the rights and liberties of bis fuyeés, as well as 
conducive to the honour of the crown, he recom- 
mended tuis intcreftang obje& to the contideration of 
parhament, that fuch further provifion might be 
made for fecur'1z the judges in the enjoyment of 
their offices di ins their good behaviour, notwith- 
fianding any fuc demife, as fhould be moft expe- 
dient: that he ho;ed the commons would enable 
him to grant, and er blifh upon the judges, fuch fa- 
laries as ne fhould think proper, fo as to be abfo- 
lutely fecured to them during the continuance of 
their commiffions: and that he could not omit the 
prefent opportunity of thapking both houfes for the 

reat unanimity and application with which they 
Fad hitherto carried on the public bufinefs: exhort- 
ing them to proceed with the fame good difpofition, 
and with fuch difpatch, that this, feflion might be 
brought to a happy conclufion. 

The fpecch was received with that univerfal ap- 
plaufe, which it fo well deferved. The commons 
unanimoufly refolved to difplay their gratitude in an 
addrefs to the throne. They affured him, that his 
faithful communs faw, with joy and veneration, the 
warm regard and concern which animated his royal 
breatt for the fecurity of the religion, laws, liber- 
ties, and properties of his fubjeéts: that the houfe 
would immediately proceed upon the important 
work recommended by his majefty; and would 
enable him to eftablifh the falaries of the judges in 
fuch a permanent manner, that they might be en- 
joyed during the continuance of their commiffions, 
TThey inftantly began to deliberate upon this bufinefs, 
Their refolutions terminated in a law, enacting, among 
other particulars, that {uch part of the falaries of the 
judges as was before payable out of the yearly fums 
granted for the fupport of the King’s houiehold, 
and of the honour and dignity of the crown, fhould, 
after the demife of his prefent majefty, be charged 
upon all duties or revenues, pare. for the ufe of 
the civil government, as fhould fubfift after the de- 
mife of his majefty. Thus the individuals, intrufied 
with the adminifiration of the laws, were effeRually 
emancipated frons the power of the prerogative, ang 
of improper infllytice ¢. . 
f, 


the of the créWra, yet as princes are, in general, pot 
only fond of power, but of the thadow of it, praife is ri 
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Mr. Onfiow, who long filled the {peaker’s chair 
with the higheft henour and reputation, having fig- 
nified his intention to retire from bufinefs in confe- 
quence of age, infirmities, and othcr motives of a pri- 
vate nature, the commons detcrmined to beftow on him 
fome fignal tokens of their regard. They accordingly 
refolved, that the thanks of the houfe fhould be given 
to Mr. > erro for his faithful fervices, during the 
courfe of above thirty-three years, in five lucceflive 

arliaments; for the unthaken integrity and fteady 
impartiality of his conduét in the chair; and for 
the indefatigable pains he had, with uncommon abi- 
litics, conftantly endeavoured to promote the ho- 
nour and digmty of parliament, and to preferve in- 
violable the rights and privileges of the commons of 
Great Britain. The venerable patriot was fo much 
affeGed by this proof of their efteem, that he could 
only anfwer in broken fentences, burfting uncon- 
ne&cdly trom a heart whofe fentations were too poiv- 
érful for utterance. They alfo inftantly rettteed. 
that thanks thould be given to Mr. Speaker for what 
he had now faid: that an addre{s thould be prefented 
to the king, humbly to befecch his majefty, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to confer fome fignal 
mark of his royal favour upon the right honourable 
Arthur Onflow, Efq. for the great and, eminent fer- 
vices he had rendered to his country for the fpace 
of thirty-three years. This application was very 
agreeable to the leng, who expreffed a proper fenfe 
uf the {peaker’s great fervices and unblemihed cha- 
rafter; and that gentleman was gratified with an 
annual penfion of three thoufand pounds, for his own 
life and that of lus fon*. All the public bufinefs 
being difpatched, and all the bill having received 
the roval fan@tion, the king repaired to the ‘thoufe 
of lords on the nineteenth of March, and clofed the 
feffion with a gracious fpeech from the throne, on 
the conclufion of which the prefent parliament was 
diffolved, and orders iffued for calling a new one+. 

With regard to public affairs, the accefhion of his 


te cvers indication of a difpofition fax ourable to liberty ; 
and it aconcefion, however occationally over-rated, 
which ought not to be mentioned but in terms of ap- 
probation and appiaute, Belfhum's Aenoirs, 

O:ner uniortans fave expreiie | taemfelyes more raptu- 
roully on this cecafion, Mr. Adelphus fays, “ This truly 
© patric anduye declaration wa received with merited 
“ sttention ; and an aft paffed fally providing for the 
“on portant ¢bjects of his ma.clty’s recommendation.” 
Another water declares, © Thay ena@igent gave no foal! 
gretAcate n to the public.” 

® Who was afterwards enyobled by the title of Lord 
Onfow. 

+ Anew tax inpofed upon beer escited loud clamuurs 
among tle: lebeuring calles of tne people, efpecially in 
the netropols, wrere fome publicans began to rate the 
price, in coL.equence of this new duty : but as thes did 
nis ad in concert, thofe hou'es in which the attempt 
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prefent inajefty was attended with no important re- 
volution, cither in the church, the flate, or the 
army. The metropolitan fee of Canterbury was ftill 
pofleffed by Secker, alike diftinguithed for his piety 
and learning. The office of lord’ high chancellor 
was conferred upon lord Henley, baron Grange, who 
had prev manifold proofs of” his independent {pi- 
rit, knowledge, and integrity. Lord Mansfield 
maintained his feat on the king’s bench, and judge 
Willes in the common pleas. ‘Ihe miniftry and ca- 
binct council received no material alteration, except 
in the acceflion of the earl of Bute, who fuccceded 
the carl of Holdernefs as feerctary of flate for the 
northern department, and was fuppofed to ttand 
with Mr. Pitt, the other fecretary, as joint pilot at 
the helm of adminiftration. The duke of Newcafile 
{till direéted the treafury ; earl Granville prefided at 
the council; and lord Anfon at the board of admi- 
ralty. Earl Temple poffeffed the privy feal; and 
Mr. Legge aéted as chancellor of the excheqner, 
though he was fpeedily difmiffed from that em- 
plovment. Mr. Charles Townfhend being appointed 
fecretary at war, foom proved by his condu@ the 
fallacy of that maxim which holds genius inconfitt- 
ent with induftry ; and performed every part of his 
office with fuch accuracy and expedition, as had 
never before been exhibited in that feene of tranfac- 
tion. The lucrative poft of paymaficr continued 
with Mr. Henry Fox, who, though not very ac- 
ceptable to either party, had, by mere fuperiority of 
talents, been able to maintain hrs ground with both. 
The management of the king’s houfchold devolv- 
ed upon-noblemen of unblemithed chara&ers. The 
chamberlain’s wand was delivered to the duke of De- 
vonthire, univerfally beloved for his generofity and 
fuavity of difpofition. The duke of Rutland was 
created mafter of the horie: and the office of lord 
fteward was conferred upon carl Talbot, who, with 
fpirit and perfeverance, reformed many enormous 
abufes in the cconomy of the king’s houfehold; and 


was made, were immediately abandoned by their cuf- 
tomers. Menacing letters and intimations were fent to 
fome individuals, tuppofed to have advifed the 1.w ime 
poft, ‘ihe ftreets refounded with the noife of popular 
clamour and uproar; nor was it tll after fome time, and 
many experiments, that the price of firong beer could be 
actually raifed to the confuimer. 

From the king’s acceffion, lord Bute became an ob- 
je@ of jealosfy, and his conduct was feverely fcrutie 
nized, Suppofing he would foon obtain a place in 
the miniliry, many firatagems were put in praétice, to 
inflame the national prejud ce agamft the Scots, and the 
public were taught to believe that every unpopular act 
was the refult of his advice. In the fourth month of his 
reign, the king experienced the licentious fpirit of the 
mob, by a riot when he was in Drury-lane play-heufe. 
They fuppofed lord Bute had advifed the tax upon beer, 
and adopted this method of caprefling their waa 

: Cc 
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’ the cor! of Halifpx was nominated lord lieutenant of 
Hreland+, =~ 

‘The chief commend of the army in Great Britain 
was enjoyed bv dord vifcount Ligonier, The Ger- 
man army in‘Weftphatia in the pay of England, re- 
mained under the aufpices of prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick ; the mag iy ‘of yY commanded 
the Britith forces on that fervice; and the direétion 
of the troops in Ameriéa wes committed to Sir Jef- 
fery Amherft. : 

As a rage for public fpeftacles appears to be the 
ruling pailion of the Englifh, the ceremony of the 
corcnation, which was' now approaching, engaged 
their attention in the manner. A procla- 
mation was iffued for celebrating this folemnity in 
September; in confequence of which the curiofity 
of weak minds was foftered, during the whole fum- 
mer, and the thoughts of the people feemed to 
centre entirely in this exhitytion: fuch pre- 
perations were made, and atayernels was cx- 
preffed by perfons of all rani fine the whole na- 
tion appeared to be on the very distak of funacy. 

The king, ever attentive 9 thd great purpofes of 
his elevation, and defirous/of giving all ible per- 
manency of his prefent happy ithment, refoly- 


ed to choofe a,confort, ‘whofe parti gare might 
{weeten the cares ef goéverntent, end whofe vir- 
: a0 , : 


* The commencement of this reign was alfo diflinguith- 
ed by a grand creatign of peers, and far more offenfive- 
ly by the nomination of twelve additional lords of the 
tre ay: Belfham's Memoirs. , 

t The duchy of Mecklenburg lies between Lunenburg 
and the Baltick, and is neither rich nor extenfive. The 
dukes are faid to be defcended from the kings of the 
Vandals, The people were converted to the Chriftian 
religion in the twelfth century, and at prefent profefs the 
Luthcran perfuafion, The dake of Mcckienburg-Swerin, 
being the eldeft branch, pofleffes an annual revenue of about 
forty thoufand pounds. The revenue of the duke of 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, does not exceed twenty-thoufand 
pounds per anawn ; but he has a voice in the diet of the 
empire. The princefs Charlotte who was then in the 
feventeenth year of her age, is fiftcr to the laft mention- 
edeprince, born of Elizabeth, daughter of Erneft Frede- 
rick, duke of Saxe Hildburghaufen. 

t His majefty is faid to have received the firft intima- 
tion of the cxtraordinary qualities of the princefs from 
the following letter, which fhe wrote to the hing of 
Pruffia on his entering the territories of her coufin, the 
duke of Mecklenburg Swerin, and which that monarch 
tranfinitted to his late majefty as a prodigy of patriotifm 
and good fenfe in fo young a princels. 

“ May it pleafe your majefty, 

Tam at alofs whether | fhall congratulate or condole 


with you on your late victory; fince the fame fuc- 
cefs that crowns you with faurel, has overfpread 


ihe country of Mecklenburg with defolation, I 
Lnow, Sire, that it feums unbecoging my {ex, in this 
age of vicious refinement, to feel Tor one’s country, to 
Jament the horrors of war, or wifh for the rewrn of 
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tnes fhould make his private happinef coinciden 
with the fatisfaction of his people. Struck with the 
chara@er of the amiable Charlotte, princefs of Meck. 
lenburgh Strelitz+, overtures were made to her. The 
propofal of fuch an illuftrious alliance could not be 
wnacceptable to the court of Mecklenburgh; and 
the princefa was not unacquainted with the extraor- 
dinary accomplifhments of the young monarch, whe 
had thus diftinguifhed ber by his affection and ef- 


teem. 

On the eighth of July, the members of the privy 
council being affembled to a verv contiderable num- 
ber, the king acquainted them in a formal fpeech, 
that, ‘* having nothing fo much at heart as to pro- 
cure the welfare and happinefs of his sat bat and to 
render the fame permancnt to pofterity, he had ever 
fince his acceifion to the throne, directed his atten- 
tion towards the choice of a princefs for a confort ; 
and now, ‘with great fatisfaQion, acquainted thein, 
that, after the chef information, and mature del)- 
beration, he had formed a refolut:on to demand in 
marriage the princets Charlotte of Mecklenburgh- 
Strelitz ; a princefs dift'nguifhed by every emiment 
-virtuc, and amiable endowment ; whofe illuftrious 
line bad conftantly fhewn the firmeft zeal for the 

fant religion, and a particular attachment to 


peer This 


> 
peace. I know you may think it more properly my 
province to ftudy the arts of pleafing, or to turn my 
thoughts to fubjects of a more domeftic natu-c; 
but however unbecoming it may be in me, I cannot 
refit’ the defire of interceding for this un! appy p-o- 
le. 
Tt was but a very few years ago that this territory wore 
the moft pleafing appearance. The country wa, culli- 
vated, the peafants looked chearful, and the towns 
abounded with riches and feftivity. What an alleration 
at prefent from fuch a charming fcene! I am not expert 
at defcription, nor cam my fancy add anv horrors to the 
picture; but fure, even conquerors themfelves would 
weep at the hideous profpe@ now befoic me. The whole 
country, my dear country, lies one frightful wafte, pre- 
fenting only objeés to excite terror, pity, and defpair. 
The batinel of the hufbandman and the fhcpherd is quite 
difcuntinued ; the hufbandman and the fhepherd are be- 
come foldiers themfelves, and help to ravage the foil 
they formerly occupied. The towns are inhabited only 
by old men, women, and children; perhaps here and 
there a warrior, by wounds or lefs of limbs, rendered 
unfit for fervice, left at his door ; his little children hang 
round him, afk a hiftory of ah | wound, and grow 
themfelves foldiers, before they find ftrength for the 
field. But this were nothing, did we not feel the alter- 
nate infolence of either army, as it Beppe to advance 
or retreat, It is impoffible to exprefs the confution, 
which even thofe, who call themfelves our friends, excite. 
Even thote from whom we might expect redrefs, op- 
refs us with new calamities, From your juitice, there- 
bre, it is that we hope for relief; to you even children 
and women may complain, whofe humanity fivops to the 
wvaneft 
40 
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bp espera gerd wy lacing the fivectweds and affallity oF itis * 
that they unanimoufiy unanimoufiy taquefted it might be made | ne Ls % las i} 
bay digo Aan rat locey ia afication of the ye wm sale wi te 
‘atl of Botesort srs oppo pointed ambaifhdar.. y pageants that celebrate the eleGion of 
shenipetonniaty 36 te peg iaubrig ig demand ta new oF = the ony of London. As the 
pnincefs,, contrad& marriage. ge Great itain are wimall entesr 
After a negbeniids very tedidef, the royal Seidl by ae sage faye 


trot 
“were ‘presiarcd under Ps geil aoe ofan ie ¢ whiner pra paieeling 
ommanded by lord po y wietenaie far the ro for the reception 6 of 
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ber, to attend her from the th of June the 
= wight to England ; irk Mittle difficulty 
cle es tal for Stade as fir James 
of ra ivy The contra& of marriagingy ord Rolle. 
by the eorl of Harcoort at Streligggetoyal igh. 7 ene ie Coe about 
nef, was complimented by aay ss ad Phinda reesoeng of Bellcifle, firuated 
and rie deputies of the t Pee tbe fudor aft] | onthe cae Oban By qa equip- 
the ladies were ma prrregsrent ; ol, Cana een lide and feveral 
ia was celebrated ns Yoloudid rignite, nee ae | % and near ten 
‘On the eventoenth ofthe month Yh ‘aay ees Tere on th wel ‘rance. 
companied by the reigning du ate ais sae Speen ve leagues in 
out for Mirow, amdft the tears and prayee decries (ae Mritil eqpeared on the 
ranks of people. Next day the arnvdiiet Pertebers Or APKE mefecnt was immmeilately at- 
Bhar ie come ee ee a fn the ditiereait pl but without effec. 
name of the Pruffian On Nhrenty % {pite of their moft 
thurd. the embarked in the yacht at "where €£ five hundred men. 
ile wa~ ialuted by the Brith {quadson for relolately perfevered 
ber convoy.* i treops, furmount- 
The ceremony of the nuptials was fyppeedey ing; drove 
that of the coronation on the twenty@oue ale : capital 
tember, and the new queen {oon acqgipdh geaet gy the tows fword in hand, and 
meaneft petition, and whole powers capes ad toe at the feat of the earl of 
‘ng the Freated injuftice.” Rearing cariafity of the people 
chem,’ ' ee Oe on. In the mean 
Pie ai king : ase oat wpiied 
* In thr saberval the minds : bting couriers © 

satied to the highelt pitch of hip own singe a pasty of the 
having fignified 1s intention that snrfe 4 who met her et Rumford, and conduded 

it Grecnwich, both Sdewet the rere det apt, rable crowds of people. 
ral days Lined with innumitralit’weeltitudsg3? ae incels proceeded 
felt was covered with pi wher road, Hington, along the 
other veffels filled with feceators, af down tion-hill, 


Blackwall and tle pe Sor to medl dol welcome their paired of St. — where the 











future queco’s amval. Seats and ‘teffolds were 
ed along the thore for feversl wiles. Every indivi- ones moe by the 
ual obf-rved the wind as earnedily ot ¥f hie the The tu his ma- 
tune had depended upon thes event ; proclaimed the 


forth her {warms like an iumente hhre 
gleams of vernal funfhine. After a 
ton days, eee which the fleet was 
different florms, and often in danger of bemg driven ap sg bsg At nine 
the coaft of Norway, the princefs landed on the fevent the archhifrop of Can. 
of September in the afternvon at Harwich. She advanc- comes i ror art whith had becn magnificent. 
rd w.th her attendants by the way of Celchefter to | ly ede emted for occasion. 
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This declaration was fo agreeable to the council, 
thut they unanimonfly requefted it might be made 

ublic for the fatifaGien of the nation in general, 

he eacl of Harcourt was appointed ambaffador- 
plenipotentiary to the court of Strelitz, to demand 
the princefs, and to fign the contraé of marnage. 
After a negociation not very tedious, the royal 
yachts were prepared, under conroy of a gallant 
fquadron, commanded by lord Anfon, to convoy the 
future queen to England. In the mean time, her 
hiemtliold being eftablihed. the ambaffador procecd- 
ed to the continent on ths important affar. The 
duchefles of Ancaiter and Hamilton, and the countefs 
of Effingham were appointed ladies of the bed-cham- 
her, to attend her from the court of Mccklenburgh 
in her paflaze tu Fngland : and embarking at Har- 
wich, the whole fleet fet {ail for Stade on the eighth 
of Aucuit. ‘Tre contra&t of marriage being f 
by thee riot Hircourt at Strelitz, her royal high- 
nf was complimented by the ftates of the country, 
and “ie cennties of the towns. ‘The ambaflador and 
tie indus Were maznificently entertained 5 and the 
event was celebrated with the moft fplendid rejoic- 
ils 

On the feventcenth of the month, the princefs, ac- 
cunpamed by the reigning duke her brother, fet 
out for Mirow. amidft the tears and prayers of all 
ranks ui people. Next day tie arnved at Perleberg, 
where the count de Gotter complimented her in the 
name of the Pruflian monarch. On the twenty- 
tnd 4: ¢ embarked in the yacht at Cuxhaven, where 
i.e Wis luluted by the Britith fquadron affembled for 
ber consvov.* 

The ceremony of the nuptials was fueceeded by 
that af the coronation on the twenty-fecond of Sep- 
tember, und the new queen foon acquired great po- 


rcaneft pet ton, and whofe power is capable of repref- 
vr the greatefi injuftice.” 
Tam, 
Sire, &e. 

* Tat rintersa! the minds of the Fnglith people were 
ratd to the Lighelt pitch of expectation. e ki 
har ng fgeined his utention that the princess fhould hand 
2 Grew. wich, both fides of the Thames were for feve- 
cat days din d with innumtrable multitudes, The river 
ifert was covered with pleafure-boats, wherrics, and 
other vetls filed with (peétators, and cruifing between 
Bockwal. acd Gravefend, to meet and welcome their 
furare qaren’s ocrival. Seats and feaffolds were pre- 
pared aiong Ue thore for fiveral miles. Every indi i- 
dual obfrved the wind as carneftly as if his whgle for- 






tune ha ldepended upon this event; and Londongfeured 
forth her warms fike an immenfe hive dui e firft 
gleam, of ser al Gunthine. After a ted: oyage of 
ton days, Cursny which the fleet was ¢v tu uve 


differant Born. , and often mm danger of bemg driven on 
the coat of Norway, the princefs landed on the 
of Sepicmber un the afterm on at Harwich. She advanc- 
el owe atat 
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pularity by the fweetnels and affabjity of her man. 


ners. 

- The oftentation of the year was clofed with the 
anniverlary pageants that celebrate the eleétion of 
a new lord-mayor in the city of London. As the 
kings and queens of Great Britain are nfually enter. 
tained at Guildhall by the magiftrate who happens 
to be ehofen in the ycar of the coronation, ¢xtraor- 
dinarv prepsrations were made for the reception of 
their majefties ; who, with a great number of the 
nobility, honowred the banquet, in the mdf of the 
ce tumulteous expreffions of loyalty and attach- 
ment. 

The operations of the war were {till carried on 
with vigour and faccefs, In the month of June the 
iftand of Dominique was reduced, with little difficulty 
or Infs, by en armament commanded by fir James 
Dongias, and a body of troops under lord Rollo, 
A more hazardous enterprife was undertaken about 


| the jame time ugaisé the ifland of Bellerfle, fituated 


up the coat of Bretagne. A fquadron was equi 

ped, confifting of ten hips of the line and fever 
frigates, under copsmodore Keppel, and near ten 
thoufand laad-forces, commanded by wajor-zeneral 
Hodgfon, ageini: Belleifle, on the coaft ot France. 
Before that ifland, which is about twelve leagues in 
circwnference, the Britifh fleet appeared on the 
feveuth of April. A defcent was immediately at- 
tempted at three different places, but without effe&. 
The invaders were repulfed, in fpite of their moft 
vigorous efforts, with the lols of five hundred men. 
Not being difcouraged, they refolutely perfevered 
in their purpofe, At length the troops, furmount- 
ing every le, effe&ted their landing; drove 
the enemy from their lines before Palais the capital 
of the ifland: entered the town {word in hand, and 


Witham, and tuok up her abode at the feat of the carl of 
Abercorn, where the gratified the curiofity of the people 
with the moft obliging condefcenfion. In the mean 
time, while the king, whofe ardour far furpaffed the im- 


| patience of his to being apprized by couriers of hee 
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fevers. + tial ceremony was 
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her attendants Fy the way of Celci-fier to | ly decorated for the occafion. 


arrival, difpatched his own coaches, with a party of the 
horfe guards, who met her at Rumford, ant conducted 
her to London, th innumerable crowds of people. 
Thus accompanied, this amiable princels proceeded 
through Old fireet to the city road, Ifington, ulong the 
new road into Hyde-park, and down Conititut on-hill, 
to the garden-gate of the palace of St. bea where fhe 
was handed out of her coach by the duke of Devonthire, 
the lord chamberlain. At the gare fhe was received by the 
duke of York, and in the garden fhe was met by his mas 
jefly, whofe countenance prociaimed the tranfports of 
hix joy. When the made her obeifance, he raifed hea by 
the hand, which he afe@ionately kifid, and then con- 
duéied her up flairs to the palace, where they dined 
together, with the whole royal family. At nine the nupe 
pertormed by the archhuhop of Can- 
terbury im the royal chapel, which had becu magniheente 
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compelled the parrifon to take refuge in the citadel. 
That fortrefs, built by the celebrated Vauban, and 
defended by three thoufand men, under the cheva- 
lier de St. Croix, the governor, an able and expe- 
rienced officer, made a gallant defence. But after 
it had been invefied fix weeks, and a praSticable 
breach made in the works, St. Croix, thought it 
prudent to capitulate, to avoid the danger of an 
affault : and the whole ifland fubmitted to his Bri- 
tannic majefty. Honourable terms being granted, 
the articles were immediately executed, and the ci- 
tadel was taken poffeffion of by Beauclerc’s gre- 
nadicrs. 

The taking of Belleifle, which was cclebrated with 
bonfires, illuminations, and every expreflion of tri- 
umph and ‘tumultuous joy, greatly elated the pride 

f the Envlith populace, cad was no inconfiderable 
mortification to France. But the expedition hav- 
ing failed in its ultimate aim, which was to induce 
the French to weaken their army in Weftphalia, in 
order to defend their own coatts, and thus cnable 
Prince Ferdinand to ftrike fome decifive blow ; and 
the ifland itfelf, which is little more than a barren 
rock, and having no harbour for fhips of force, the 
chief circumftance that could render it valuable to 
Great Britain, the poffeffion of it was generally 
thought too dearly purchafed with the lives of two 
thoufand brave men, with an immenfe expenditure 
of naval and military ftores. The miniftrv, how- 
ever, reprefented it as a place of great importance, 
from its pofition, while they highly and juftly ex- 
tolled the valour of the troops employed in reduc- 


ing It. 

“The French king, m_ confequence of the loffes he 
had futtained, by the vi&tories with which the Britifh 
arms had been crowned in every quarter of the 
“globe, began to intimate by his ambafiadors at dif- 
fren courts, his difpofition to reftore the peace of 
Europe, and affeéted ‘a peculiar moderation with ref- 
pe& to Great Britain, if fhe fhould appear to ac- 
quiefce in reafonable terms. In confequence of this 
intimation the courts of Peterfburgh, Vienna, 
France, Sweden, and Poland, having made feveral 
declarations which were figned at Paris, the twenty- 
fifth of March, and delivered at London the thirty- 
firft of the fame month; the counter declaration of 
Great Britain and Pruffia appeared on the third of 
April; and Augfburg was appointed for the place 

Congrefs, as being moft conveniently fituated for 
the feveral powers at war. Lord Egremont, lord 
Stormont, ambaflador in Poland, and general Yorke, 
umbaflador in Holland, were nominated as_pleni- 
potentiaries for England; and the cotint de Choi- 
feul was iele&ted on the part of France. It was 
unanimoufly agreed, with a view to render the ne- 
gociation as unembarraficd as poftible, to admit only 
the principal partics, and their allies, to this treaty. 
As the German war was referred to the treaty of 
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Augtburg, the limits of America were &parately 
confidered at London and Paris. For this purpofe, 
minifters were mutually fent from thofe courts; M, 
de-Buffy on the part of France, and Mr. Stanley on 
that of England. But notwithftanding thefe feem. 
ing difpofitions for peace, the war in Germany was 
carried on with great ipirit. 

The congrefs at Augfburg never affembled. But: 
the negociation between France and England was 
formally opened, by Monf. Buffy at London, and. 
Mr, Stanley at Paris, and was continued during the 
whole fummer, though with little apparent fincerity 
on cither fide. A particular treaty could not he 
concluded between the two crowns, without fome 
facrifices of intereft and fidelity, which neither of 
them was willing to make. Both of them profeffed 
a defire of putting a ftop to the effufion of blood, 
and both had important reafons for fuch profeffions. 
The Britifh wifhed to reconcile the minds of the 
people to the further profecution of the German 
war, againft which they beyan to revolt. Both par- 
ties infifted on certain ftipulations, which they had 
reafon to believe would not be admitted, and France 
artfully attempted to involve the interefts of France 
with thofe of Spain. 

It had been intimated by the duke de Choifeul, 
the French minifter, © That the fituation in which 
“¢ they fhall ftand at certain periods, fhall be the 
* pofition to ferve as a bafis for’the treaty that is 
“* to be concluded between the two powers.” And 
he thus proceeded to fettle the periods; viz. the 
firft of May in Europe, the firft of July in Africa 
and the Weft Indies, and the firft of September in 
the Eaft Indies ; obfersing at the fame time, That as 
thofe periods might not be ayrecable for the inte- 
telts of Great Britain, the court ot Verfailles was 
extremely willing to cnter imto an explanation on 
that fubje@. Mr. Pitt, however, retolutely declared, 
That his Britannic majefty would admit of no other 
epoch hut that of “ the figning of the peace."¥ To 
this fingular declaration the court of Verfailles coolly 
a ‘© That if not thofe already named, fone 
other fixed periods, during the war, onght to be 
agreed upon ; as the wi pojfidetis, as mutual retain- 
ing of poffeflions, could not reafonably have reter- 
ence only to the time of figning the peace.” For 
fhould the contrary principle be admitted, it would 
become difficult to know’ the value of the poffeflions 
that might be given away, as it could not pothhly 
be aicertained what might in the interval, be loft or 
gained. 

This difpute occafioned delay, and gave the 
French miniftry a plaufible-pretext for breaking otf 
the negociation. In the mean time hoftilities con- 
tinued as if no fach negociation had fubfifted. Bri 
the campaign was diftmguifhed bv few memorebh- 
events. The war which had been fo tong carried on - 
in Weftphalia, at an immenfy expence, was as in- 

decifire 
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decifive as ever. Though prince Ferdinand gained 
feral advantages over the French, the duke de 
Rroal o obliged him to abandon the places he had 
texen or inveited before the firft of April; to raife 
the blockade of Zierenhayn and the tiege of Caffel, 
mfter the trenches had been opened twenty-feven 
devs; to evacuate the landgravate of Hefle, and re- 
tre bevond the Dymel. in the neighbourhood of 
the quarters they potleied before this see 

Brovlio then patted the Dymel, formed a june- 
tion with the Preach army under Soubife, on tae 
Lower Khine, and attached the allies at the village 
of hirch Denkern, on the 16th of July, buat was re- 
pulfed with the lots of five thoafand men, fain or 
taken prifoners. In confequence of thy advantage, 
prince Ferdimard, haying extended bis army. to- 
ward Hammclin, was enabled to fecure the courfe 
of the Wotor, and to protect the electorate of Ha- 
nove, norwithitanding the fuperor force of the enc- 
my: but not without the mortification of feung 
them ravage Weitphalia and East Friedland. 

The hing of Prufiia, fatigued with inetiectual ef- 
forts, and indecuive victories, acted folely on the 
-dctenfive > vet in this cantions campaign he was 
ror exempt fiom misfortune. ‘The Auttrians took 
Sucidmtz by furprife, and the Ruflians became mat- 
zets af Coloerg. 

Tas Brituh minifter at length named, in explicit 
terius, the periods and places of negociation. ‘The 
Toaror Auguft for Furope, the firlt: of September 
tor AQ ca and Ameriva, the tirft of November tor 
te badt Fidies. To thele epoehs France reluctant- 
Js aerm.d. And the alto agreed, That the detimtive 
treaty or peace between the uvo kingdoms, or pre- 
linenars articles to a finilar edeet, thould be figned 
et ratified o ene the Crit of the enfuing Auguit, 

France prarticd ber willingnels to cede and gua- 
nates Cauda to the crown of England, on condi- 
ton other oa adnutted to a participation, ay for- 
erie, of the cod-hihery on the banks of Newfound- 
len cheling the ulands at Cape Breton and St. 
Joan. to dorwolit: the harbour and wotks of Dun- 
hitk: ta reat re Vienorea in feu of Guadaloupe and 
Merdante teectecnate Hetle, Hanan, and Got- 
Hosen. providaed one fettheiment in Africa thould 
bo cuarauvtecd to dar for the convermence of the 
feo trade 2 to pennt the fettlement of affairs in 
tee fan Tndies to the companies of the two nations, 
are to cease Fneland in potlethun of Belleile, oll 
fo. ocqnuvalent thal be ostered and accepted. But 
the per mptords perfitted in demanding the reftr- 
tutonet tee trailing vetlel: taken before the decla- 


“Tse carl ot Brifte’, who had a@e! in this neges iae 
tion vata dats cufhed abiisty, ucormed Mr. Pitt in his 
reply, dated Sugute tuirty-trit 1761, that on the receipt 
choke difpateles tom highland, ne had waited on the 
spamfh miniteér Don Ricarco Walt, at St. Hdefonfo, and 
expdaitl, executed the orders contained in tem, In 
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ration of war, and as obftinately refufed to give up 
Welcl and Gueldres which fhe had conquered fron 
the king of Pruffia. 

Enzland, with equal obftinacy, refufed to reftave 
the difputed captures, though infifling on the refti- 
tution of thf two places. Nor would the Britith 
ninifter apree to a neutrality with refpect to Ger. 
many = He rejeéted the propofal with didain as an 
infult upon the national honour. 

A rupture with Spain might naturally be expcét- 
ed as the immediate confequence of the failure of 
this treatv ; the failure itfelf haying been partly oc- 
cafion’d by the fufpicions of a fecret underfianding 
between the French and Spanith minifters. The 
poifonons infinuations of the Court of Verfailles had 
now fully operated on the mind of Charles III. 
The French minifter, with his memorial of propo- 
fiions, had pretented to the court of London, a 

rivate memorial defiring his mott Chriftian ma- 


jetty, might be invited to guarantee the treatv be- 


tween the two crowns; and he propofed, with the 
confent and communication of his catholic ma- 

vints in difpute between 
kngland and Spain, abil might eventually pro- 
duce a new war, fhould be finally fettled in this 
nerociation ; viz. the reftitution oftfome fhips taken 
during the prefent war under Spanih colours ; the 
hberty claimed by Spain to fith on the banhs of 
Newfoundland ; and the demolition of certain fettle. 
ments efiablithed contrary to treaty, by the Eng- 
Ink Jogwood-cutiers in the bay of Honduras. 

The refentment and indignation of the court of 
London, at this ividtous and unexpected interpoti- 
tion, feemed to exceed all bounds. Mr. Seeretary 
Pitt declared, both verbally and in writing to M. 
de Buffy, That his Britannic majefty would not 
futfer the difputes with Spain to be blended, in any 
manner, in the negociation of peace between the 
two crowns ; and that it would be contdered as an 
mfult, and a thing incompatible with the fincerity 
of the negociation on the part of France, to make 
any further mention of fuch a circumfiance. He 
called upon the Spamth mintter, to ditavow the 
propofition which had been faid to be made with 
the knowledge of his court; and exprefied his af- 
tonithment that a propolal tor accommodating dit 
putes between friends, fhould pafs through the me- 
dium of an enemy *. 

The court of Verfailles now hecame filly fenfible 
of the Ul confequences that might refult from this 
impradent ftep ; and condefcended to apologife for 
propofing a difeuthon of te pots in difpute with 


anfwer to which general Wall aiirmed, that the king of 
Spain, in order io render ghe peace mere permanent, 
without intending to give the ait uf.uce to his Brie 
tannic majrfty, had siented to the propofal of the mot 
chriftian king, tor the joint accurmmodaben ef their dif- 
ferences with Great Britain. 
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Spain. The court of Verfailles condc fended to 
make an apology ;hut the Spanith ambaffador at- 
tempted to jultify the ene guvoy, his condu& 
heing entirely conformable to the fentiment. of his 
wadier, THe faid the hings of Trance and Spain were 
not only uuited by the ties of blood, but thofe of 
mutual imtereft. He applauded his moft clinftian 
niiefiy for endeavouring to render the peace as per- 
minent a» the viciflityedes of buman affaus would 
permit; and he imperioufly added, That, if go- 
verned by any other principles, his cathohe majer- 
tv, confulting only his greetnets, would have spoken 
* from hnnfelf and as became his dignity.” 

The meaning of this declaration conld not be 
ruifunderfiood. It evidently appeared, that “pain, 
as a hind of party, was perfectly acquainted with 
the particulars of the negociation between France 
and Eneland ; that her judgment was appealed to in 
the propofition, and her authority required to en- 
courage the acceptance of the terms prupoled by 
krence. "There was indeed a perfect union of af 
fvétions, interefts, and councils between the courts 
of Verfailles and Madrid. ; 

A conviétion of this, is fuppofed to haye fo far 
provohed “Mr. Pitt, that he aitcswaid, treated the 
propofals of France with contempt, which termmated 
mn the difappointment of the views of the court of 
Verfailles, The family compaét which had been 
mebtated between the two crowns, was figued on 
the fifteenth of Auguft. From that moment, the 
French minifter altered his tone; and the negocia- 
tion with England was broken off. 

In the mean tine, orders had been difpatched to 
the carl of Briftol, the Britith ambaffador at Ma- 
drid, to remonftrate on the daring interpofition of 
Spain in the negociation between France and Fng- 
land, and to reqnae a declaration of her tinal m- 
tentions. 

Mr. Wall, the Spanide mimfer, appli ted the 
magnanumty of the king of Great Litem. im aot 
fulerme France to be appealed to in his diputes 
with Span. But he refuad to give up sey of the 
three points in difpute, and acknowledged the most 
perfect harmony fublited between the covrts of 
brance and Spain; he added, that im confeguence 
of that harmony, the moi clivittian king had oi red 
to allift, his cathohe = maicfiy, if the difpuce be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain thould not be anu. 
eably fetthed, and that this offer was cenfideied as a 
friendly interference. 

This declaration was fafiicient to convince a man 
of Mr. Pitt's difeernment, taat the imtentions of 
Spain were by no means equivocal. He therefore 
declared in council, That the evations of that cout 
ought to be confidered as a refufal of tatifaciion, 
and that fuch refufal was a declaration of war; that 
prudence as well as fpirit impelled us to fecure to 
ourfelves the firfl blow ; that, if any war coul.l pro- 
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vide its own refources, it mu certainly be a yar 
with Spain; that her fupplics lay at a difiance, and 
misht be eafily intercepted, as we were already 


_ inatters of the fea, that her tote, or which the had 


| 
| 


wreat dependence, was not yet ‘dy and that 
the taking of it would not owy tirenothen our hand 
but difuble hers. Such a ftep, he add-d, would 
teach his catholic majefiy, a wall es all Europe, 
how danversu, if wis to prefime to dicate in the 
afairs of Great Britaa. 

Th wants cient diemity of th's fcatiment, was 
deane lL vieler¢ and extravigemt by the nroonuty 
uf the couau. | Taey admiced, Cut we sucht not 
ww be ceerved fiom afforeng our resonable de. 
mands, b- the menace, of anv posers but they 
affiiunad, that this idea of addivg wer to was, and 
enemy to ¢heane. when fie re cps of governs 
Ment wae aiceady recated, Wasa flow! fo ony na. 
tural firength; tha to avid wae upon a juit oc. 
cauion was cowaruc., Lee tu jnows ¢ a madnels 5 
tliat if Spain fhouki eatcr mere deeivel: into the 
Views of France. a wowed faen be Sion enough to 
War, all the agers) perhbeuring 
powers were conve {that wor ced with becoming 
temper and ietolution, and when every rational man 
Was futfied, that he did not plunge into the hazards 
and expences of war from an sdea of romantic he- 
roifin, but from unavoidable nee  fity, and would 
cheerfully contribute to the fupport of an admin. 
tration which was equally afraid of waftmg the na- 
tional treafure wantonly or improvidently. 

Thefe arguments, however plaufible, had no ef. 
feét on the minilter, who was of a dipouton na- 
turally bold and peremptory, and waom a long 
courle of profperity had rentued bausaty and 
prefumptuous, He connec’ them as tie timid 
counfels of unrealonabie caution, or ths cintious 
objections of weak poh tcims, eavion, of hie great- 
refs, aad mader i. to tae comm,’ . welfare. 
Giving tl leone > ys pride and patwaritm, he 
wally exclaimed. - This is the tire for Lemb. 
* Jing the whole bovie of Bourbon | thar it this op- 
portunity was let thp, a ame_ht never be reco- 
vered; and ithe could not prevail in this point, 
he was reivlved that this fhoutd be the aft time 
he fhould fit in that council. Te thanked the 
miniilers of the late king for th ir funport ; faid 
he was hinveat called to the munitry by the yoice 
a: the peuple, to whom he conhdered himielt 
as accountable for his conduct; and that he 
would no longer remain in a fituation, which 
made him refponfible for meafurcs he was no 
longer allowed to guide.” 

The fagacious earl of Grenville, who prefided in 
the council, coolly replied, “ [ find the gertleman 
« iydetermined to leave us, nor can 1 (15 { am iorry 
« for it, finee he would otherwile hve certainly 
compelled us tv leas a but uw he be Se 

° to 


alre 


334 


i to affume the right of advifing his majelty, and 

direéting the operations of the war; to What pur- 
a pole are we called to this council? When he talks 
” of being refponfible to the people, he telks the 

laneuage of the houle of commons, and forgets 
** that at this board. he is only refponfible to the 
ae king. Hovever, though he may poflibly have 
** convinced him‘el” of Ins infallibility, ftill at re- 
*° main: that we thou! { he o pally convineed. vefore 
*° we can retin our undertiardiags to his di:e@tion, 
“© or join with him 9 the meafure he propofes.” 

On 2 divifion. Mr. Pitt, and bis brother-in-law lord 


Temple, were the only voices m favour of an im. 


mediate declaration of war; the rett of the board 
were unanimoully acwnft it. The minifter and his 
colleasue, adhen:¢ to their firft opinions, and hav- 
Jog delivered their revfons in writing, proceeded im- 
Inediwely to refign ther employments. 

Pitt. conformable te his declared refolution, c1y- 
ried tue ieais of his office to the king, thouzh not 
without hopes, as it was fuppofed, that he would be 
requelted to retain them. But royal favour now 
bean to Yow ito a new channel. The earl of Bute 
elaimud a large thare of that favour. He had been 
much about the perion of George III. before his 
accetiion to the throne, and hod affifted in forming 
the mind of the heir apparent to the Britith crown. 

On this occafioh, the great perfonage, to whom 
the feats were delivered. received them with eafe 
and firmnef:, and without folicitng the minifter to 
refume them. He expreffed, indeed, his concern 
for the lois cf fo able a fervant ; and to fhew the fa- 
wourable opinion he enterteined of his fervices, 
made him a moft gracious and unfimited offer of any 
rewards in the power of the crown to confer. His 
majefty, at the fame time, not only declared himfelf 
perte€tly jfatisfied with the opinion of the majority 
ot his council. but added, he fhould have found 
himfulf under the greateft difficulty how to have 
acted, had that council concurred as fully in fup- 
porting the meafure propofed by Mr. Pitt, as they 
bed done in rijeéting it. 

Mr. Pitt was fenfibly firuck with the grandeur and 
condefrenfion of this proceeding. ‘‘ I canfefs, fir,” 
faid he, ** | had but too much reafon to expe& vour 
* majefty’s difplesfure. I did not come prepared 
“* for this excecaling goodnefs. Pardon me, fir,— 
*€ it overpowers, it opprefics me.” He burft into 
tears. We are far from attempting to add any co- 
Jouring to fo exquifitely affeGiing a pidure. We are 
i fer from being able to do juftice, to perhaps 
one of the moft pathetic and elevated {cenes that 
could pufiibly be difplayed,—the parting of fuch a 
prince and fuch a minifier. On the following day, 
the ae the late fecretary with an annual 
pension of thrve thoufand » to be continued, 
even after his deceafe, daring the furvivancy of his 
confor, and fox ; aud this gratuity was accompanied 
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with the title of baronefs Chatham to his lady, anf 
that of baron to her heirs male: a penfion the bet 
beftowed, and a nobility the moft Toneteahie ac» 
quired, of any thafoccurs in the Englith hiftorv. 

Immediately the Gazctte announced all thefe tranf- 
actions. The refignation made the firf article; the 
honours and rewards the next; and they were fol- 
lowed by a letter from our ambaffador in Spain; con- 
taining an account of the favourable and pacific lan- 
guaye of that court, and of the affurauces they gave 
of their anxious wifhes to accommeadate all diffe- 
rences in an amicable manner. 

If after all this, Mr. Pitt fhould chufe to enter into 
the oppofition, he muft appear loaded and opprefied 
with the imputation of the deepeft ingratitude. If he 
fhould retire from bufinefs, or fhould concar in fup- 

rt of that adininifiration whieh he had deferted, 

ecaufe he difapproved its meafures, his acqnief~ 
cence would be attributed, by the multitude, to a 
bargain for his forfaking the public, and the title and 
the penfion would be denominated bribes. 
hefe were the barriers that were oppofed azainft 
that torrent of popular rage, whieh, it was appre- 
hended, would proceed from this refignation. 

The friends of Mr. Pitt exclaimed with creat ve- 
hemence againft the difplacing of a minifter, whofe. 
meafures had raifed the nation from the moft abject 
fiase to the higheft pinnacle of glory. ‘They al- 
ledged, that the check, which this minifter had re- 
ceived, would moft unfeafonably revive the drooping 
fpirits of France, depreffled by the vigour of our 
military operations, and the firmnefs of our councils 
under,his adminiftration ; and would thew Spain with 
what impunity fhe might infult the honour of the 
Britith crown, and invade the property of its fub- 
je&ts. They affirmed, that all the difgraces, which 
the nation had fuffered before Mr. Pitt’s admiffion 
into the miniftry, were entirely owing to the mif- 
management 0 his predeceffors, and that all the 
yidories and conquefts which we had fince obtained, 
ie to be attributed to his wildom and intre- 

1dity. 

: A torrent of illiberal abufe was alfo poured ont 
againft the late minifter, His whole lite, public and 
private, was ferutinized with the utinoft malignity, 
in order to furnifh matter of calumny againft him, 
The fucceffes of his adminftration were depreciat- 
ed; his errors were extremely exaygeraud; and the 
rewards and honours, fo juftly eonft rred upon bim 
by his fovereign, were by every trick of ridicule 
and buffoonery, converted into matter of degradation 
and difgrace. 

The operations in the Faft Indies were favourable 
to the new fovereign of Great Britain. The rainy 
feafon having relaxed in its inclemency, colonel 
Coote to ere& batterics for a regular a of 
Pondicherry. By along blockade, he had reduced 
the garrifon to extreme diftrels for waut of fulte- 
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rance; but general Lally, defying every difficulty, 
scfolvcd to maintain this important poft with the 
utmoft perfeverance. A misfortune which befel the 
Englith ficet, encouraged the governor in his refo- 
Jution. Twe fhips of the linc were lefi in a fterm, 
which ali. effeGed the deftruétion ef the major part 
of the crew of each: two other fhips were wrecked, 
but the men and the fiores were preferved. A fuf- 
penfion of the blockade by fea was the confequence 
of this accident; which induced Lally to fend ex- 
prefs to fome of the neutral fettlenients, exaggerat- 
tng the iniury which the Englith had fnitained from 
the tempcft, and foliciting an immediate fupply of 
provifions: but rear-admiral Stephens threatencd to 
capture thofe veffels, which, in violation of the laws 
of neutrality, fhould fail towards the blockaded port ; 
and he refirned his flation with fo little delay, that 
the garrifon could procure no relief. The batteries 
of the befiegers, and the horrors of famine, at length 

roduced a furrender from the rcluGiant governor. 

he garrifon fubmitted to captivity; and ample 
fpoils accrued to the conquerors. This fuecefs was 
fpeedily followed by the conquefl of Mahie, a town 
of fome ftrength on the coait of Malabar, which 
was reduced by the efforts of major Munro *. 

On the third of November, the new parlia- 
ment was opened at Weftminfter ; and, as no mini- 
fierial influence had been ufed in electing the nem- 
bers of which it was compofed, it certainly deferved 
the appellation of a free parliament. The hing be- 
ing feated on the throne, commanded the attendance 
ef the commons; to whom he fignified his pleafure, 
by the mouth of the lord high chancellor, that they 
fhould return to their houfe, and chufe a new 
fpeaker. Their unanimous choice fell upon fir John 
Cuft, baronct, a gentleman of extenfive knowledge 
und diftinguifhed probity, qualified in all refpeés 
to fupply the place of Mr. Onflow. 

In his fpvech to parliament, his majefty recom- 
mended an adequate and honourable provifion for 
the fupport of the queen, in cafe the fhould furvive 
him ; and added, “ that there never was a fituation 
*© in which unanimity, firmnefs, and difpatch were 
‘© more neceflary for the fafety, honour, and truc 
“* intereft of Great Britain.” 

The houfe of commons inftantly refolved, that if 
fhe fhould furvive the king, the fhould enjoy a pen- 
fion of one hundred thouland pounds per annum, 


* The place was furrendered to colonel Coote, on the 
fifteenth of January, 1761. The garrifon were made 
prifoners of war; and a va(t quantity of military fiores, 
with a rich booty, fell into the hands of the vitors. 

In confequence of the taking of Pondicherry, and the 
reduction of the {mall fettlement of Mahie, on the coaft 
of Malabar (by which it was immediately followed) the 
French power in the eaft was utterly fubverted, and the 
Englith became, in a great degree, matters of the whole 
commerce of the vaft peninfula of India, from the point 
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together with the palace of Somerfet Houfe, and the 
lodge and lands at Richmond Park. An a@ was 
unanimoufly framed and pafled to this eflec ; and, 
when it received the roval affent, the queen was in 
the houfe of lords, and teftified her fatisfa@ion and 
gratitude, by a graceful obeifance to theking. Sup- 
plies were voted for the fervice of the year, amount- 
ing to about eighteen millions, Having difpatched 
the bufinefs before them, both houfes adjourned for 
the Chriftmas holidays. 

The carl of Egremont, who had fuceceded Mr. 
Pitt as fecretary for the fouthern department, fen- 
fible of the neceflity of behaving with fpirit in the 
difpute with Spain, or of forfeiting the confidence 
of the people, had already infiruéted the Britith 
ambaffador at Madrid to 2& with firmnels, and now 
dire&ed him to require an account of the purport 
of the treaty of which they had fo much vaunted. 
But all the anfwer which the earl of Briftol could 
obtain, was, ‘ That his Catholic majefiv had judged 
‘< it expedient to renew his family compu with the 
“¢ moft Chriftian hing.’ In couiequence of which, 
that minifter immediately quitted Madrid, aud the 
conde Fuentes left London. 

On the fourth of January, 1762, war was de- 
clared againft Spain, and a counter declaration 
iflued in that country; in confequence of which 
letters of marque were iffued, and preparations made 
with the greateft diligenee and difpatch, to humble 
the pride and infolence of the Spaniih monarch. On 
the nineteenth of the fame month, his majefty re- 

aired to the houfe of peers, and addreffed the par- 

lament in a fpeech, expreffing his reliance on the 
Divine blefling, on the juftice of his caufe, on the 
zealous and powerful affiftance of his faithful fub- 
je@s, and the concurrence of his allics; who nuit 
find themfelves involved in the pernicious and ex- 
tenfive projects of his enemies. The two houfes 
then prefented addreffes to his majefty, affectionately 
aflurmg him, that they would rigoroufly fupport the 


juttice of his caufe. 


Prior to Mr. Pitt’s refignation, he had determined 
toemploy a very confiderable part of the Britith 
forces againft the French colonies in the Weft Indies. 
Nor was this refolution merely fpeculative ; a {trong 
fquadron was equipped, and hiled from Spithead in 
the month of Oétober in the preceding year. This 
armament had under their convoy a number of tranf- 


of the Carnatic to the mouths of the Indus and Gange,; 
befides the almoft exclufive trade of the rich and exten- 
five previnces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, which in 
fome meafure acknowledged their dominion. 

Purfuant to the requifition of general Lally, colonel 
Coote agreed, that ‘ the mother and fifters of Reza Saib 
« fhall Be efcorted to Madras, where proper care fhou'd 
“ be taken for their fafety : and that they fhould not, on 
« any account, be delivered into the hands of nibob Ma- 
« homet Ally Cawn,” 

ports, 
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orts, with fonr battalions from Belleifle, to join at 
Fara loes a ftrong body of forces from Noith Ame- 
rica, together with fome regiments and volunteers 
from Guadaloupe and the Leeward lands, and 

roceed in concert with the flect aheady on that fta- 
tion, to the reduction of Vattinico, which, fince 
the attempt of general Ho; lon, had been ftrength- 
ened with new tort.peation., and a thong body of 
troop. ‘The armamen fiom Noth America and 
Fraland. wn. the command of evneral Monchton 
aul admnalin (cc | tod tev, amounting tocigh- 
teen hattahons, and as mans thips of the hne, be- 
{dus frigate . bombs, and fite-fhins, has inz rene z- 
sou dat Ri tado s. feled trom dienes on the hith 
at Javagis. and or tae ciebth, the fleet aad tran 
port.an acd ast Ann's Ray, im tie edt in part 
af Mautaoe. tienen of war husine fa fileneca 
fonw boo. ae wich the ecu bad ereeted on that 
pautot the ceat, inthe vicimes of the town of Fort 
Rov tf Gerceal Venchton. not dinhkine tha pro- 
pape ta aicimak ng, detache. two brioades 
ne te Ow ton! of brgaders Haldimand an | 
Cr ny ty ti bay ct Petre Anne. wiere a batery 
Bas CamlCnadvau, ard taken, bv tie feamen au! 
Mal es. 

Theie a: 2.ces were foen followed by the whol 
eHtuv. aad the retorts fqnadien, when tome 
ra Hatter es being plas cd) genial Monchton, 
wtoothe face . landed. cu Ute fixteenth, mm the 
nocehs rneod of the Cas des Navires ; and having 
received aten forcement ab twe bartahans of marines 
fromthe 1,. cron, he determimd to befiege the town 
of Fort Reval, detended bv a ftrong citadel, and 
Various works creeced on the Morne Tortuefon, and 
the Mone Gorucr, ain abot. ¢ berhts that com- 
manded tne wa, mel te enemy feemed  re- 
teow to aaferd to che daft extermry. He there- 
ta tated a bartcry to protcet the paflage of a ra- 
vy wich tparetel him from thoie heights, and 
Indus eve y ether d) poptien for the attack, which 
be want Ga tat tents -tourth of June. On the twenty- 
etgpth sh governor, perce.sing the Englith had a 
tained fevcral advantages, and were employed im 
crecting batu ries on the different heights which 
commanded thc citadel, ordered the chamade to be 
beat, and furrenderea by capitulation. On the 
fourth of February, the gate was delivered up to 
the victors, and the next mormng the gariifon, 
amounting to eight hun tid men marched out with 
al} the lionours of war. 

Immediately after the reduGtion of Fort Royal, 
deputations were fent from diflerent parts of the 
ifland, requeftng a capitulation: but M de Ia 
Touche, the governor-gencral, reared with his forces 
to &. Pierre, which he propofed to defend to the 


* St. Jago is the capital of Cuba; but although the 
courts of sultice are held there, yet th. Havannah .f tne 
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laf extremity. On the feventh, Pigeon Ifland) 
which was ftrongly fortified, furrendered at the firit 
fimmons. The conqueft was obtained at the lofs of 
about four hundred men, including a few offic rs 
Filled and wounded in the different attacks; but the 
lofs of the enemy was much more confideradle 

General Monchton was juft fettrrg out for the re- 
duetion of St. Picrre, when two deputies arrived 
trom M. dela Touche, with pr spot of capitule- 
ton fiened. On the fisteenth the Fuglith com- 
mander took pofleiion of St Prerre, and all the pofts 
in that neighbourhood ; winle the French povernor 

eeneral. wih M. Rouille, the licutenant-governon. 
the fiaff ofheer, and about three hundred and twenty 
mienadiers, weie cmbarked on board fome trantports, 
and couveyed to Trance. In the mean time coin 

modore Swanton we. detached from the fleet, with a 
force futhuent for the reduétion of the ifland of 
Grenada, and the Grenadines, winch fubmitted with- 
out appohition, and proved in the hands of England 
a very valuable acqnifition At the fune time, the 
Fnehih made themfelves mafiers of the iflands of 
saint Tucie, Tobaro, and Saint Vineent. 

A ictolution was now formed to carry on the war 
apainit Spam m the Weft Indies, * The Havannah, 
the center of then Indian commerce, was then 
firongly dofended, and deemed impregnable — Nine- 
teen thins of the line, with many fmaller veffeh, 
were fitted ont under the command of tir George 
Pocock. and about ten thoufand land forces, com- 
inanded by the earl of Albemarle. At tft the ad- 
miral intended to have landed on the fouth fide of 
the ifland of Cuba, where it was fuppofed he might 
fall in with the Spamfh galleons ; but that opinion 
being ovcr-ruled in a counctl of war, the ficet conti- 
nued on a courfe of feven hundred miles in a very 
dangerous fea. The admiral had no pilot to direct 
him ; but being in poffeflion of an evcelfent chart of 
thofe feas taken by lord Anfon, he relied on he own 
judgment, and difpatched a fhip to make proper en- 
ae whether there was a probability of paffing. 

In the return of the thip, the admiral ordered the 
fleet to weigh anchor, and horft fail, continuing un- 
der weigh, in three divifions, confifting of the thips 
of the hne, the frigates, and the tranfports. On the 
ninth of June, having quitted thefe dangerous feas, 
they came within fight of St Jago, on the eaftern 
extremity of the ifland of Cuba ¢. 

From St. Jago the fleet continued their voyage to 
the Havannah, a city of the utmolt importance to 
the feeurity and almoft the exiltence of the Spanith 
empire in America, as bcing the port where the gal- 
leons and flota laden with the 1iches of Mexico and 
Peru conftantly rendezvoufed: but bere they found 
more difficultics to encounter thao they had ima- 


feat of commerce, and confequently of the utmoft iz 
portance. 
gined, 
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ned *, The difficulties they had to encounter 

med infurmountable ; and the admiral, to divert 
the attention of the enemy, bore away with a large 
part of the fleet to the weftward, where he feemed 
inclined to land; while commodore Keppel and 
captain Hervey landed the forces on the eait of the 
harbour, without the Jofs of a fingle man, though 
the Spaniards had a confiderable fleet lying at an- 
chor, which might have greatly amoyed them. The 
earl of Albemarle divided the army into eight bri- 
gadcs; one of which, under the command of gene- 
ral Elliot, was ordered to march up the country, to 
prevent any fupplies being conveyed to the town, 
and to cover the fiege in the rear. General ave 
and colonel Howe were ordered to make a diverfion 
on the weit end of the town; while the earl of Albe- 
marle, with the main body of the forces, attacked 
the Moro Caftle, that being the grand obje& in view, 
as it defended the entrance to the harbour. No frefh 
water was to be had ; and as the Britith troops were 
obliged to cut a paflage through woods, and dra 
the cannon with them » many of them died cicaee 
the exceffive heat of the climate, and the fatigues 
they fuffered in the fervice of their country. But 
their courage and perfeverance overcame all diffi- 
cultics; for batteries were ere&ted in the night on 
the rifing grounds, to cover the approaches, and 
accelerate fhe reduGion of the place. The Spa- 
niatds defended it with great bravery, and, for 
fome time, the fire appeared equal on both fides. 
On the twenty-ninth of June, in the evening, they 
made a fally ; but they were obliged to retreat with 
the lofs of about three hundred men. All the bat- 
teries being now opened, the admiral ordered the 
Cambridge, the Dragon, and the Marlborough, to 
fail up to the fort, under the command of captain 
Hervey; immediatcly after which, a moft dreadful 
firing began. 

The Spanith artillery was well conduéted, and it 
appeared that the beit officers under that govern- 
ment were at this time at the Havaunah. As the 
Moro Caitle was fituated on a high rock, the fhips 
could not, after feven hours firing, make the leaft 
impreffion on it. In the attempt the Englith loft 
one hundred and thirty-men; and were obliged to 
retire, or they would have becn totally deftroyed. 
As foon as their men of war were gone to rejoin the 
fleet, the Spaniards directed their attention to the 
eaftern of the fort, and refolved to periewere 
to the laft extremity ; the Englith officers were there- 
fore convinced that the reduetion of the place would 
be a work of time. An unforefeen accident hhewife 
tended in a great meafure towards 1etarding their 


* A very narrow paflage leads fo this harbour, ex- 
ceeding half a mile in length, at the end of which there 
is a large bafon, where a thoufand fhips may m‘c im 
fafety, On one fide of this narrow pailage 1 the Moro 
Cafile, a ftrong fort, built for the defence of the place, 
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operations ; the redu@ion of a battery, which tcok 
fire by the explofion of a mortar., Sicknefs alfo ren- 
dered many of the men incapable of acting, and the 
few who remained in health, were fatigued beyond 
defcription. They were, however, fhortly after re- 
lieved by the arrival of two flects, one from New 
York, and another from Jamaica, having on board 
a large quantity of provifions. 

As no time was to be loft, it was agreed that thé 
miners fhould be employed: but they had a dee 
ditch to crofs, which they effe@ed with the utm 
difficulty, and entrenched themfelves under a rock, 
where they were not perceived by the enemy. ‘The 
governor of the Havannah, fearing the Eng]uh would 
make themfelves mafters of the Moro Caitle, ordered 
twelve hundred men to be put on board the boats 
in the harbour, and to Jand and attack the Fnglith. 
They wereaccordingly landed, and attacked our forces 
in three different las. but with fo little fuccefé, 
that upwards of four hundred were left dead on the 
ficld ; fomé were drowned, and the reft, with much 
difficulty, faved themfelves by returning to ther 
boats. On the thirticth of July, the marines blew 
up a part of the wall, by which a breach was made; 
and though it was {mall, the engineers were of op- 
nion, that the army might attack it. The Enghlih 
troops now mounted the breach in fach excellent 
order, that the enemy became intimidated after 
about four hundred of them had*been killed, among 
whom was the marquis de Gonfales, the fecond 1 
command, a brave officer, who dicd in the act of 
animating the foldiers to defend the place. The 
fame fate attended Don Lewis de Velaico, the com- 
mander in chief, who, animated with all the genuine 
Caftulan heroifm, and difdaining to afk quarter, fell by 
a promifcuous fhot, whilft inciting his troops, both by 
his exhortation and example, to {upport the glory of 
the Spanifh arms. The Englili being now in potfef- 
fion of the fort, after a fiege of forty-four days, 
turned the cannon againit the town. Several bat- 
teries were ereéted on the rifing grounds near the 
town; and the earl of Albemarle fent a meflage to 
the governor, defiring him to furrender, as it would 
be in vain to perfift any longer; but the governor 
refufed to comply, declaring he would defend the 
place to the laft extremity. The firing now recom. 
men¢ed on both fides; but in about fix hours the 
artillery belonging to the enemy were filenced, and 
the north .baftion of the city was almoft difabled. 
This reduced the Spaniards to reafon, white flags 
were inftantly difplaved, and in a fhort time a flag 
of truce arrived at the head quarters with propoia’s 
for a capitulation. The terms, however, which the 


and to prevent any fhips from entering it, but fuch as 
have pallports. To the weitward of the harbour, {tands 
the town ftrongly fortified with a parapet, redoubt-, and 
baftions; the whole being furrounded by a ditch, and 
cannon placed in proper divifions. 
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Spanith governor thought r to tranimit, were 
a panied he reel the fhips in the 
harbour fhould be fent to Spain, and that the harbour 
fhould be declared neutral. ‘lhefe appearing more 
like the demands of a conqueror, thana fallen enemy, 
they were rejeGed, and hoftilities were ordered to 
renewed. This produced the wert — ; ie 
gnemy thought pro y to recede from their de- 
ape and t ea anon different terms. This was 
a blow which, at the very commencement of the war, 
ftrnck deep into the vitals of the Spanith power *. 
The arms of Great Britain allo triumphed over 
thofe of Spain on other occafions. A fcheme hed 
been proj for making a defcent of the iflland of 
Manilla in the Eaft Indies. It is the center of the 
Spanifh trade, and the port from whence two large 
fhips are annually difpatched acrofs the Pacific Ocvan 
to Acapulco, one of the ports of Mexico, in North 
America, laden with fpices, fiutls, jewels, and other 
rich merchandize of India. The attempt was to be 
made ot this itlund, by part of the fquadron of rice- 
admiral Cornith, and the troops deftined for the ox- 
ition were to be commanded by brigadier-general 
ir William Draper +. On the twenty-thind of Sep- 
tember, they anchored in the bay of Manilla, where 
they found the enemy but ill prépared for a defence, 
and greatly alarmed at their unexepefted vit. The 
governor was the arora who affames the title 
of captain-general of the Philippine Ifiand: but the 
garrifon, confifting of eight hundred men, was com- 
mandcd by the marquis de Villa Medina, who now 
reinforced it with a body of ten thoufand undif- 
ciplined Indians, from the province of Pamgana. 
he admiral, having found a convenient place fer 
landing the >i lately made the proper 
difpofitions for that purpole. The three frigates, 
Argo, Sea Horfe, and Seaford, were flationed ncar 
the fhore, to cover the defcent, three divifions of the 
forces were put on board the boats of the ficet, and 
foon landed at the church and village of Malata. The 
efremy affembled in great numbers to oppofe the de- 
fcent ; but the frigates kept fuch a nual fire of 
cannon and fimall arms, that they foon difperfed, and 


* By the capitulation, w hich was Signed on thethirteenth 
of Augult, the inhabitant: were fecared in the enjoyment 
of their own laws, religion, and private p y ; and 
on the following day the Englith took ion of this 


ns Ser congue. The Spanith garrifon, which was | 
c 


cd to about feven hundred men, including officers, 
were pernmated to march out wah the honours of war ; 
and it was fiipulated that 
conveyed to Old Spain. About five hundred of the Bri- 
tih troops, imlyiirg filleen officers, were killed, on 
died of their wounds, during the progref of this fiege ; 
and fevcp hundred were carried off H difeafe. Fre 
conquerors found great quantities of artillery, Gnall arms, 
ampunition, and warlike florei. Twelve thips of the 
hue, two ur on the ftocks, and feveral trading velluls a'fo 


they and the failors thould be © 
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fe their fafety' in a fight; the troopi 
ag hp ee 
e men. n the fullowin y tao 
‘of the Polverifta, © femal fort deferted by 
head quads, ext wes guated UF te fovdaiyin 
ea , and was re fevénty-ninth 
regiment, The church of the Hermitage maid occu. 
pied by colonel Monfon, with an advanted of 
two hundred men. The marinés were at the 
Malata, in the neighbourhood of the Polverifia, to 
fecure the communication witl the fect, and proteé& 
the ftores and artillery. ° 
In the mean time a body of men approached with- 
in a hundred yards of the town, ef took poffeffion 
of the church of St. Jago, which they maintained, 
notwithtianding the continaal fire of the enemy, 
The admiral on the twentieth, Janded a battalion 
of feamen. Tha Spaniards were not inactive on this 
occafion: determined, if podible, to prevent the de. 
tiraction of their city, four hundred of their 
merched under the chevalier Fayette, with two 
pices, on the right of the Engtith advanced poft, the 
tiank of which they began to canronade ; but their at- 
tempt was foon rendered abortive: colunel Monfon, 
at the head of the: piquets, and a fhsall reinforcement 
of marines, attacked him with fo much fury, that 
they retreated with precipitation, leaving one of their 
field-pieces behind them. The Englith general, wha, 
from the {mallnets of his army, was obliged to confine 
his operations to one part of the town, determined 
to make his attack in the front. A detachment an- 
der in Fletcher happily da ditch, with the 
lofs of only three men, é in this 
ous attempt to the whole fire ofthe enemy. The 
bardment was now n, and continued day 
and night without intermiffion, and on the twenty- 
ninth, the admiral ordered the Elizabeth and Fal 
mouth to lie as near the city as the depth of water 
would permit, and enfilade the enenty’s front in order 
to fecond the operations of the . The tatk 
was executed with great intrepidity, and the inha- 
bitants were thrown into the confufion. In 
the beginning of Otober, the weather grew very 


fell into the hands of the Englith. They alfo acquired to 
the amount of three millions fterling in filver, tobacco, 
and valuable merchandize, collefied on his Catholic mx 
sefty’s accoont. 

+ The latter contsined onc regiment, witha company 
of royal artillery ; to which were added, by the gover- 
nor of Madras, fome experienced officers, about thirty 
men of the company’s artillory, fix hundred fepays, a 
company of caffres, one of topagcs, one of pioncers, anit 
two companies of French deferters, with a few hundceds 


of lafcats, for the afe of the engmeens. ‘The a aa 
tions being completed, captain Grant, ia the Sea Horfo, 
wae detached to the entrance of the te feas, with 
orders to intercept all veffels bound for Manilla, that the 
engray might not obtain information of their defiga. 
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Rormy and tenmefuows, but did not hinder the be- 
ers from carrying on their works with unremitted 
ardour. A forious was made from the town, 
on the fourth, before day-break, in which the re- 
friar troops of the fort were reinforced by a confi- 
ble bedy of the native Indians, armed only with 
bows and lances, who fought with aftonithing perfe- 
verence; advancing evento the muzzles of the Eng- 
ih tnufkets, and with favage ferocity, biting 
bayonets, when they experienced the agonies of 
death. They were, however, repulfed with great 
lof; and the works having fuftained great damage, 
a — was rm to aeaipa the town. 
e governor, with the princi iftrates, with- 
drew into the citadel, a the Gane. expofed for 


fome hours to all the horrors of a pillage. At length, 
the citadel being in no condition of defence, the 


marquis de Villa Medina, the archbifhop of Manilla, 
and the officers of the garrifon, furrendered them- 
felves prifoners of war. The Spanith officers on 
giving their parole of honour, were cd, and 
all the Indians difmiffed with fafety. This import- 
ant conqueft coft the Englith only one hundred men, 
including officers. By the capitulation it was agrecd, 
that the town and ports of Cavite, with the iflands 
and forts depending upen Manilla, were to be de- 
livered up to his Britannic majefty, and four millions 
of dollars paid as a ranfom to the city of Manilla, 
and the of the inhabitants, who, in returns 
were to be prote&ed in their gion and private 


property *. The fleet which alfo fell into the power 
land, confifted of nine fhips of the line, and 
four: frigates, The ifon was allowed the ho- 


nours of war, and a fafe conveyance to Spain. 
During the fiege, fome intercepted letters to the 
8 (governor, were procured by admiral Cor- 
nifh, which informed him, that the galleon, St. Philip- 
pina, was arrived from ulco at Cayjaygan ; te 
therefore rofolyed to difpatch fome veficls, in queft 


* The port and citadel of Cavite, with the iflands and 
fortrefles, gem on the government of Manilla, being 
included is the capitulation, the whole force af the Eng- 
lifh was hardly fufficient to garrifun their conqueft.. 

+ The Santa Trinidada was not the only valuable prizc.] 
taken from the enemy in the courfe of the prefent ycar: 
the Hermione a Spanith regifter fhip, bound from Lima 
to Cadiz, laden with roe ie and valuable effeét:, was 
captured in May by two Englith frigate:, which were on 
a cruife off cape St. Vineent. She was carried into Gib- 
taltar, and afterwards brought to England. Her cargo 
was eftimated at one million fletling. 

The memorials required, ‘ That the two ‘fovercigns 
ef France and Gpain, having found it neceflary to take 
every method in their power to check the pride of the 
Britith nation, had thought Propet to eftablith fever al anu- 
tual and reviprocal obligations between them, in aider to 
prevent that nation from becoming defpotic over all the 
maritime commerce of Europe; that the firft mivalure 
en by the king’s of France and Spain was to enzage 

Portuguefc majaily intheis offenfive and dcfenis: al- 
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of ber. The Panther man of war, and Argo fri- 

gate, were accordingly detached on this fervice 5. 
and on the thirticth of OGtober, being off the ifland’ 
of Capul, they difcerned a fail Randing to the north- 

ward. The Panther was unfortunately drove by 

the current among the Narangoes, and obliged to: 
drop anchor, but the frigate continuing the chace, 

came up with and engaged her for near to houss,, 
during which her rigging faffered confiderably, and- 
obliged the captain to give over the attack till it 

could be repaired. In tis mean time the Panther 

got under fail again, and in her turn engaged the 

enemy, who foon efter furrendeved ; but inftcad of 
the St. Philippina, the prige proved the Santa Tri- 

nidada, pieced for fixty guns, which had departed’ 
from Manilla for Aca , on the firit of Auguft ; 
but mecting with a fireng gale of wind, in which 
fhe was difmafted, had been obliged to put back 
and refit. ‘The merchandize on board this fhip was- 
eftimated at one million and a half of dollars, and 
ris whole cargo fuppofed to be worth double that 
um +. 

Portugal being in a defenfive alliance with Grea 
Britain, was now expofed to invafion beth from France 
and Spain, thofe powers having prefented a joint 
memorial by their embaffadors at the court. of Lif- 
bon to. the Portuguefe miniftry {. Notwithitanding 
the extraordinary memorial, the,firmnefs of his Por- 
5 a majefty compelled him to aniwer this in- 
fulting propofition with a moderate but intrepid re- 
folution. He obferved, ‘‘ That the ties which equally 
united him to Great Britain, and the crowns of 
France and Spain, rendered him a proper mediator 
to each patty, and confequently it was improper 
for him to declare himfelf an enemy to either: that 
his alliance with England was ancient, and confe- 

uently incapable of giving offence at this juncture : 
i it was merely detenfive, and therefore mnacent : 
that the late calamities of Portugal had rendered, 


liance, and to join his forces with theirs; that they.cx+ 

peed his moft faithfui majefty would not hefitate a mo-- 
ment to acquiefce in fo reafonable a requeft, when he 

confidered what he owed to himfelf, to his kingdom, and to- 
his fubje@s, who mare feverely felt the. yoke which Great- 

Britain had impofed upon them, than thofe of any other 

nation, and which fhe was defirous of extending over all 

thofe who had any poffeffions in the new world ; .that it 

would be unjuft for France alone t» fupport a war, and 

facrifice their fubje&s for an objet in which Portugal was 

equally intercitcd with themfclves; thatin order to this 

the ambaflador of Spain, and the minifter plenipotentiary 
of France, defired his moft faithful majelty to resounce 

the neutrality, and declare himfelf united m the prefent 

war againft the Eaglith, with the kings of France ant 

Spain.” To this extraordinary memorial the two mir 

nifters added, “ That they were commanded dy the-r 
refp-Give courts, to demand in four days a categorical 

anfiver, and that any delay, beyond that period, would. 
be confidvred as a negative.” 


her 
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het incapable of olng part in any offenfive war, 
into which neither the love his moft faithful maj 
bore his fubjeéts as a father, nor the duty by whic 
he was bound to them as a king, could fuffer him 
to plunge them.” But this moderate anfiver was 
not fatisfa@ory to the princes of the Bourbon 
confederacy. They denied that the alliance with 
England was either purely defenfive, or purely in- 
nocent ; adding among other things, that if the king 
of Purtugadid not comply with their requifitions, 
the Spanith troops, fhould enter his country, feize 
his forts, and thut them up; and declared that no 
choice was therefore left to his majefty, but that 
of receiving. them as friends, or treating them as 
enemies. 

But this infulting treatment could neither divert 
his Portugucfe majefty from the firmnefs of his re- 
folution, nor proveke him to oe from the nio- 
deration of his language. He declared he would 


ed 


keep his treaties with England inviolate, and af- 


ferted they were fuch as the law of God, of nature, 
and of nations had always deemed innocent ; and 

otetied, that if the troops of France and Spain 

ould enter his dominions, he would in defence of 
his neutrality, repulfe them with all his forces, join- 
ed by thofe of his allies. On receiving his Portu- 
guefe majefty’s final refolution, the ambaffadors 
of the two crowns reciprocally démanded paff- 
ports, which being granted them, they {ct out 
for their refpective courts; and France and Spain, 
in the month of June, publithed a joint declaration 
of war agamft Portugal. 

In the mean time about eight thoufand troops, 
with large fupplics of ftores ae ammunition, arrived 
in Portagal trom England. The command of the 
Portugule army had been conferred upon count de 
Lippe Buckebourg, an officer of I shea abilities, and 
who, during the whole courfe of the war, had di- 
rected the Brinth artillery in Germany. The Eng- 
luh forces were condu&ted by lord Tyrawley and 


| 


the carl of Loudon, aflifted by feveral officers of | 


texperience, ‘Thefe forces had not been long 
io Portugal before lord Tyrawley, difgutted at the 
bebavicur of the court of Lifbon, requefted to be 
recalled: his requeft was granted, and the earl of 
Loudon fucceeded to the chief command. 

Among tle atchievements of the year, the reco- 
very of the fort of Saint John in the ifland of New- 
foundland, by lord Colville and colonel Ambherft, 
may be tranGently noticed. 

Let us now refume the civil and domeftic tran- 
faétions of Great Britain. On the refiynation of 
Mr. Pitt, the direction of affairs was vefi 
the car] of Bute, who enjoyed the entire confidence 
anc efteem of Ins fovereign. The duke pf New- 
cafile, who full beid the pre-eminent office of firtt 


wholly in, 
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nt him an adequate , _ iydeniiders 
is paft fervices: but the duke generoufly and 
nobly replied, that, ‘If he could no longer be 
permitted to ferve his country, he was at leaft de- 
termined not to be a burthen to it.” 

The difmiffion of this nobleman, who had ever 
been diftinguifhed for his zeal and attachment to the 
houfe of Hanover, and had injured his fortune in 
defending it, excited great difguft in the Whig 
party ; who thought it ungrateful to difcharge aa 
old and faithful fervant, though his talents were not 
above mediocrity. The duke of Devonfhire refign- 
cd indignantly his office of Lord Chamberlain, and 
was ftruck out of the lift of the privy-council. The 
earl of Hardwicke retired; the duke of Grafton, 
and the lords Ravenfworth, and Afhburham now 
appeared on the fide of: oppofition. Mr. George 
Grenville was appointed feerétary of ftate, as fuc- 
ceffor to the carl of Bute. Many other fingular pro- 
motions took place. 2” 

On the twelfth of Auguft,—a day aufpicious to 
the houfe of Brunfwick, the nation was gladdened 
by the birth of a prince of Wales. The firt 
grand object of the'new minifter, now honoured by 
a flattering affociation with the duke of York, with 
the order of the garter, after his open aflumption 
of the office and authority of premier, was the ref- 
toration of a peace ;—a_ defign which was attended 
with fome difficulty. The majority of the nation 
were cager fur the continuance of war, in the fan- 
guine expe@ation of new victories. 

The carl of Bute had now given great difgult 
by the general tenor of his conduét, his precipi- 
tate meafures of expelling the members of the 
old adminitration, and intruding himfelf and his 
partifans into all the efficient offices’ of govern- 
ment. 

We muft now dire& our attention to the affairs in 
Germany. Before the allied armies had commenced 
their operations, a detachment of four thoufand men 
was fent from the French garrifon of Gottingen, to 
furprife the eaft chain of the allied cantooments. But 
the enterprife was rendered abortive by the judici- 
ous retreat of the troops; in confequence of which 
the French could only make a {mall impreflion upon 
their rear. Prince Ferdinand, to prevent a fimilar 
attempt, fent three thoufand to take poft at Em. . 
beck, which efie@ually anfwered the intended put- 
pofe. On the other hand gencral Luckner, who had 
made feveral fuccef.ful invafions into the coun 
pofteffed by the encmy, obtained a confiderable ad- 
vantage over the marquis de Lo 1, who had 
marched out of Gottingen, at the of eighteen 
hundred horfe, and two thoufand infantry, to in 
tercept Luckner. But the latter falling utiexpe@- 

on the marquis, obliged him to retire with 


commiffjoner of the treafary, received an intimation | pens all lols, to Gottingen, About the fame tine, 


in May 1752, that his refiguation was expeéted ; when 
Le wae alfo informed, that the hing intended to 


{ 


of French irregulars were made prifoners at 
,» by major Wingcrode, cmaciaa the 


enh 
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Heffian hu The calile of Roer, which had heen 
— pave saat by the French, habe be- 

in prince of Branf- 
wick. His i Fad hardly Gebas to play when 


the fort was fet on fire. Every method was pur- 
fued by M. de Muret, who commanded inthe caf- 
tle, to ftop the of the flames, but all his 
endeavours proving inffeétual, he was obliged, with 
his whole garrifon of two hundred and thirty men, 
to leap over the walls and furrender at difcretion. 
Prince Ferdinand, on the 24th of June, made pro- 
per difpofitions fer attacking the French camp, 
fituated between Greebenftein and Meinbrexen. ‘To 
execute this plan with fuccefs, gencral Luckner 
tin his camp on the morning of the 23d, crof- 
ed the Wefer in the evening, and early the next 
morning arrived between Muriendorff and Unden- 
haufen. General Sporcken paffed the el at 
Siemel about four in the morning, at the head of 
Poe Hanoverian battalions, and part of the ca- 
alry of the left wing, in order to engage the ene- 
my’s flank, while Luckncr attached them in the 
rear, Prince Ferdinand pafied the river about the 
fame time, at the head of twelve Britifh battalions, 
eleven battalions of the Brunfwick troops, eight re- 
giments of Hedlians, the ea cavalry, and part 
of the German horfe of the left wing. On gaining 
the bank on the oppofite fide, he drew up his forces 
in order of battle behind the ponds of Kalfe. All the 
preparations were conduéted with fuch judgment, 
a@ivity, and method, that the French were attacked 
with the utmoft impetuofity in front, flank, and rear, 
before they were aware of the approach of the allied 
army. Terrified at this cnsapetied affault, a preci- 
itate retreat foon followed, and would probably 
hav ended in a total defeat of the whole army, 
had not M. d@ Stainville, at the head of a cho 
body of troops, thrown himfelf into the woods of 
Willemftahl, where he made a noble ftand, and cf- 
fe@tually covered the retreat of the French marfhals, 
who retured in the utmoft confufion, under the can- 
pon of Caffel. Stainville was attacked by lord Gran- 
by with his ufual impetuofity, and the whole body, 
except two battalions were either hilled or taken *. 
Flated by this fuccefs, prince Ferdinand attempt- 
ed to cut off the oe of hi i with 
Frankfort, while conti in their {trong camp 
under the jennie Caffel. This ‘oummuncaton 
waa preferved by M. Rochambcau, who at the head 
of a body of horfe and fome br: sik of Eggo 
poftefied a ftrong near Hamburgh. The mar- 
quis of Granby mie Frederick Cevendifh advanc- 
ed, with a confiderable detachment, to diflodge 
them. At their approach the enemy began to retreat, 


® Two thoufand five hundred and fifty sales 
including one hundred and fixty-two officers were 
prifoners ; forme fandards and colours were alfo taken, 
: Vow, Il. No, 104. be 
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upon which the marquis ordcred his horfe to attack 
them in the teer. In performing this fervice they 
were in isumihent danger of being overpowered by 
the F rench cavalry ’ who, facing moe fuddenly, at. 
tacked them {word im hand; bat the infantry com’ 

to their affiftance, the enemy were obliged to fly 
in their turn, and it was with the utmoft difficul 
they effe&ted a retreat with the lofs of four hundred 
men, 

The prince then refolved to attack the french 
marfhals, who had withdrawn to their camp at Mil- 
fengen, in order to maintain their communication 
with Frankfort, and facilitate their jun&ion with the 
prince of Condé, who had orders to advance from 
the Lower Rhine. On the twenty-fifth of July, Fer. 
dinand crofied the Eder, and joined the marquis of 
Granby on tlic heights of Falkenberg, after which he 
reconnoitcred the enemy’s fituation, when le per- 
ceived there was no probability of engaging them 
with fuccefs: and having cannonaded their camp, 


‘he re-croffed the Eder, leaving the marquis of Gran- 


by on the heights of Falhenberg. The French now 
croffed the Fulda, and retired to Caffel, having left 
a body of troops under M. de Guerchy, oppofite 
the camp they abandoned: at the fame time the 
marquis of Granby took pofféffion of Mulfengen, 
and once more cut off the enemy’s communication 
with Frankfort. A body of their dragoons advanc- 
ing towards Ruthenburn, fell into an ambufcade at 
Morfchen, and were. entirely routed. This was fol- 
lowed by the lofs of Gottingen, which place they re- 
linquifhed, after having ice the fortifications, 
The French now fecured themfelves in a {trong camp 
on the banks of the Fulda, whence they difpatched 
orders to the prince of Condé to haften to their re- 
lief. That general began his march from Coeffeldt 
on the fixteenth of July, and paffed the Lippe at 
Halderen. 

He was followed by the heredita 
head of a ftrong detachment from the allied army : 
who being informed, that a large body of the enemy 
were on their march to meet the prince of Condé, he 
refolved to attack them before their arrival, In the 
beginning of this aétion, the French were drove from 
the heights into the plain; but while the troops were 
cagerly purfuing their advantage, the main army of 
the enemy arrived. Such a powerful reinforcement 
could not fail of turning the in their favour. 
The allics were totally defeated, having loft upwards 
of three thoufand men. To add to the misfortune, 
the hereditary prince received a wound fram a muf- 
quet ball in his hip-bone, by which his life was long 
in danger. The French, however, acquired no advan- 
tage from their viGtory. 


prince, at the 


hari Jofs of the allied army did not exceed three 


hun 
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That part of the French army which was under the 
generals de Caftries and Saarsfeldt being pofted on 
the fide of the Ohme, and oppofite to them a ftrong 
detachment commanded by fhe marquis of Granby, 
and general Zafirow on the other, a furious cannon- 
ade fucceeded. The caftle of Ameneburg, in the 
neichourbood of the allics, was furnifhed -with a 
garrifon of feven hundred men under captain Crafe. 
This fartrefs the enemy refolved to make themfvlves 
mafters of; but in order to conceal their real inten- 
tion, they attacked a poft of the allies called Brucker- 
mulk, which defended the paflage of a bridge over 
the Ohme, After a verv obfiinate engagement, dark- 


nefs terminated the diipute, the French having fuf- ' 


tained a lols of upwards of a thoufand men, and 
the allies near fix hundred. A few days after this 
aétion, prince Ferdinand invefted Caffel; and not- 
withfianding all the a&tivity and refolution of a nu- 
merous carrifon, commanded by the baron Diefbach, 
the operations were carried on with fuch remarkable 
vigour, that on the tenth of O@ober, the city ca-’ 
pitulate |. This was the laft a@tion between the French 
and the allies in Germany. Prince Ferdinand, in- 
deed, was preparing tor the fiege of Ziegenhvim, 
the only place the French were now poffefied of in 
Heffe; but before he could carry his defign into 
execution, the preliminaries of peace were figned 
between France and Great Britain ; in confequence, 
of which a ceffation’ of arms took place between the 
two waite ; _ ce eer 
The preliminaries o ce being fi ,andt 
‘ieinitive treaty in an eavniced facet the parlia- 


ment was convened and affembled on the twenty-fifth ° 


of November. when his majefiy opened the feflion 
with a fpeech from the throne ; in which he obfery- 
ed, that nothing vas more defirable to him than a 
p*fmanent peace, procured to him on tuch honour- 
abie terms as wouid fecure the happinefs of his peo- 
ple. For that purpoie, he had onee more conde- 
{ceaded to renew the negociation that bad been 
broken: Thefnres and he mentioned the conduct of 
his army ait navy in the higheft terns of applaufe. 
He obterved. that le had been rape to fend an 
armed furce to fupport his good ally the king of 
Portugal, who was thivateucd by the whole Spanith 
army, in confeguence of the intrigues of the French. 
He concluded by affuring them, that nothing gave 
him fo much aahapeined. as the confideration that 
his fub\«&s were burthened with heavy taxes; but 
there was a neceffity for it, as it wonld otherwife 
have been impoffible to have defeated the enemy’s 
fehemes, and render their undertakings abortive, 
He defired the commons to conlider of fuch methods, 


* He was born Auguft the twelfth, between feyen and 
eight in the morning, and on the feventeeth was #4! 2d 
of Wales, &c. On the twelfth of S fol 
lowing, he was baptized by the archbifhep of Caater- 


‘nation from thé 
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in the fettlement of the new. acquifitions, as thould 


moft effeftually tend to the fecurity ‘of thofe coun- 
tries, andto the improvement of the Britith trade 
and navigation. He recommended'to their care and 
attention his eeliens fubje&s, by whom thefe acqui- 
fitions. were obtained. He obferved, that union at 
home was peculiarly neceflary to lay the foundation 
of that ceconomy which they owed to themfelyes and 
their poferity, and which alone could relieve the 
heavy burthens entailed upon it by 
the neceflities of a long and expenfive war. In an- 
{wer to this fpeech, addreffes were prefented.by both 
houfes, containing general compliments upon tho 
approach of ap as well as upon the birth of the 
prince of Wales *. The next day a ceffation of arms 
was proclaimed ; and ordors were iffued for opening 
again all the channels of communication with France 


“and: 


The preliminaries of the peace were fevergly {eru- 
tinized by the parliament; but were at length ap- 
proved by a great majority in both houfes, and cach 
ptefented an a<drefs to the king on the occafion ; in 
which they declared, ‘‘ That they owed the utinoft 
gratitude to his majefty for the re-eftablihment of 
the public tranquillity upon terms of honour to the 
crown, and of advantage to the — 

On the fifth of January, 1762, died Elizabeth 
emprels of Ruftia, who was fucceeded by Peter III. 
who, from motives of jealoully, had beea kept at 
a diiuce from court. His underftanding was below 


. mediocrity, and his difpofition indolent ; but, hav- 


ing formed a friendly attachment to the king of 
Pruffta, he negotiated and concludéd a treaty of 
peace and friendly alliance with that fovereign ; in 
confequence of which, the army ynder Czernichef, 
confifting of twenty thoufand men, was transferred 
to the fervice of Frederick. The f€eble chara ter 
of the emperor rendered him highly uupopular ; 
and ambition {timulated Catharine, his confort, to a 
vigorous exertion. A confpiracy was formed againtt 
him; he was depofed, figned an abjed-intirument of 
abdication; was imprifoned, infulted, and negled- 
ed; and, at length, an uncontradi@ed report de- 
clared him to have been privately affrffinated. 

The clamour again{ft the cyder bill became ex. 
tremely viglent and general. The city of London 
prefented a petition againtt it at the bar of the houfe 
of Commons. The bill, however, paffed both houfes 
by confiderable majorities. In the cyder counties 
the meafure was held in fuch abhorrence, that it was 
found extremely difficult to enforce the obnoxious 


5 a 
no fooner was this favourite meafere — 


bary, aud at the font received the name of Aue 
Fo F Gooege 


+ Ja debating on the.cyder bill, Mr. Grenville, i 
fwer to Mr. Pitt, contended: that, fach a maubse, was 
unavoidable 
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peepee in of the hey. pars of the minif- 
tcr, who after vaun Oring eto 
the world, was i: Pil by retirin St the 
bleffings of the life he loved,” to manifelt that mi- 
nifterial greatne(s had not any charms for him. * 

The cabinet, already extremely weak, was now 
forther enfeebled by the death of lord mont, 
_ abilities and intereft gave weight to his mea- 
ures. 

The definitive treaty of peace was figned at Paris 
on the tenth of February + ; and being tranfinitted 
to England was fpeedily laid before the parliament. 
The articles of the treaty, like thofe of the prelimi- 
naries, occafioned violent debates in both houfes, 
where, after a variety of arguments on each fide, 
the queftion being put, it was carried in the affir- 
mative by a very confiderable majority {. 

On the twenty-fecond of March peace was pro- 
claimed in London, with the accuftomed ceremonies. 

On the eftablifhment of peace, the miniftry 
came toa refolution of dvoiding taxation as much 
as the public fervice could poflibly admit. The 
fupplies were to be raifed, firft, by taking two mil- 
lions out of the finking fund; fecondly, bv ftriking one 
million eight hundred thoufand pounds in exchequer 
bills ;-tturdly, by berrowing two millions eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds on annuities ; and, laftly, by 


loto execution, ‘than the kiagdom received the af- 
eae 


unaveidable, as government knew net where to lay ane.” 
ther tax of equal efficiency. ‘ The right honourable 
gentleman,” continued he, “ complains of the {everity 
ef this tax; why does he not mention another tax in- 
flead of it?—repeating with ftrong emphafis feveral 
times, Tell me where.” whore can you lay another tan?” 
Mr. Pitt, with great pleafintry replied in a mufical 
tone, and in the words of a well-known canzonet, 
** Gentle Shepherd, tell me where ?’—Immoerate burfts 
of laughter enfued, and Mr. Grenville ever after retained 
the appellation of <* The Gentle S/ epherd.” 

* The-principal caufe of his reignation, was the want 
of fupport sn the cabynet. Ina private letter to a friend, 
he thus relates the reul motives of his conduct. “ Single, 
“in a cabinet of my own forming ; no aid in the houfe 
** of Lords to fupport me, except two peers (lords Den- 
“ bigh and Pomiret;) both the fecretaries of fiate filent, 
* and the lord chief juftice, whom I myfelf brought into 
** office, voting for me, yet {peaking againft me; the 
* ground I tregd {o hollow, that lam afraid, not 
* only of falling, myfelf, but of involving my royal maf{- 
“ter inmy rum. Itis time for me to retie |’ —Adol- 
phus’s Hiftory. : ; 

t Lord Bute did not, {peak often in parliament: his 
delivery was flow. and folemn: in allufion to which, 
Charles Townfend, emp fpeech which lord Bute made- 
en the fubject. of ‘the cyder tax, humoroully exclaimed 


“* minuse gus.’ e's Hifary, xvi. 16). 

2 A.D. 1763., *;, 

By tha §  Whiph was now the fubje@ of debate, 
Canada, Nov ia, and theidsnd of Breton were 


ceded to Great Britain; the river Miffippi conftituted 
the boundary between the Britifh and French colonies in 
5 
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two lotteries, for three hundred and fifty thoufand ° 
pounds each. To pay the intercft on thefe loans, 
an additional duty was impofed upon all wines of 
the growth of France, and in an inferior degree on all 
other wines. Thus far the fcleme feemed unexcep- 
tionable ; but another duty was added, which ex- 
cited a ferment in the nation ; viz. four thillings per 
hogfhcad upon cyder, to be paid by the maker, col- 
lected by the -officers, and fubjected to all the laws 
of excife. The chiefs of-the oppofition diffeted in 
opinion from the treafury upon every particular 
in this impoft. But, after a violent debate, the quef- 
tion was ftated, and carried in the affimative by a 
very confiderable majority. In the upper houfe the 
bill was alfo ftrongly oppofed ; but the miniftry car- 
ried their point, ad the bill received the royal affent §. 

The rage of party was at this time more inflamed 
thau ever; and the prefs teemed with political pam- 
phlets on both fides, couched in terms of the utmoft 
virulence and abufe. Of thefe the miniftry feemed 
totally regardlefs, till the appearance of the forty- 
fifth number of the North Briton. A rule for an in- 
formation was now granted by tle court of King’s 
Bench againf the authors, printers, and publifhers 
of that paper, which contained a fevere commentary 
on the king’s fpeech at the clofe of the feffion of 

rliament on the nineteenth of April. John Wilkes, 
fq. member of Aylefbury in Buchinghamthire, was 


North America; and in the Weft Indies, the king of 
Great Britain yielded to the French the conquered iflands 
of Martinico and Guadaloupe, with their dependencies. 
The ifland of Bellcifle was given in exchange for Minor 
ca; and the Grenades, with the other iflands depending 
on them, were ceded to Britain. All the Britida couquefts 
on the river Senegal were confirmed to Britain: wno 
refpe@ to the Eaft Indies, the French fettlements were 
reftored, and part retained, The French were obliged 
to reflore fuch places as they had taken pollethon of in 
Germany; and in confequgnce of the king of Spain's 
abandoning all pretenfions to Floiida, and ceding it to 
the Englifh, the Havannah, witk the whole ifland of 
Cuba, were to be reftored. The king of Pi sifia, and the 
emprefs queen were to remain in the {ame condition they 
were m before the commencement of the war. 

§ When an addrefs in reply, came undei the confider- 
ation of the Houfe of Commons, Mr. Patt declared his 
entire difapprobation of the tenor of the treaty, a, dero- 
gatory to the honour and interefts of the kingdom. “He 
was determined, “ he faid,’”’ afli@ed os he' was with ill- 
nef, at the hazard of his life to attend the houfe that day 
to raife up his voice, his hand, and his arm againfl the 
preliminary articles of the treaty, which obfcured all the 
glories of the war, furrendered the dearclt interefts of the 
nation, and facriliced the public faith by abandoning our 
allies. But in the houfe of lords the miniftér himfelf 
vindicated the treaty with great energy an‘ fpirit, con- 
chided his harangue inf tHefellowing impreffive'terms,— 
« That he wifhed'no othe epitaph to be infcribed on his 
tomb, that that’he was the adviferofthe peace, on the 
“merits of whicli tley were caliéd upon to decide.” ” 


the 
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the fuppofed author of this ah honaey A war- 
rant was therefore iffued by the fecretary of flate for 
taking Mr. Wilkes, with the printer and 

ublither, into cuftedy. Accordingly, on the even- 
ing of the twenty-ninth of April, the meffengers re- 
paired to Mr. Wilkes's houie for that purpofe. On 
their entrance he excepted to the generality * of the 
warrant +, as his name was not mentioyed in it, and 
threatened the fizit who fhould offer violence to his 
perion in his own houfe, at that unfeafonable hour 
of the night, upon any pretended verbal order which 
they might, or might not, have received for that 
purpofe, ‘I'he meffengers therefore, thought proper 
to retire, and defer the execution of their warrant 
till next morning, when they took him into cuftody, 
and conducted him to the fecretaries of {tate for ex- 
amination. 

On the intimation of this event, application was 
made in the court of Common Pleas, then fitting in 
Wettminficr Hull, for a habeas corpus, which was 
granted ; though by reafon of the Prothonotary's 
office not being open, it could not be ferved till four 
+ o'clock in the afternoon. In the mcan time feveral 
gentlemen applied for admittance to him ; which 
was refufed, on pretence of an order from the fecre- 
taries of fiate, which order wasnever produced; and 
though it was well known that the Court of Common 


Pleas had ted a habeas us, and Philip Carte- 
ret Webb= Ef . wis affuréd of the fad, Mr. Wilkes 


was committed to the Tower, where many of his 
friends were alfo refuled admittance to him. On the 
third of May he was brought to the bar of the court 
of Common Pleas, where he addrefled himfelf to the 
judges on the illegality and hardihips of his commit- 
ment in a yery animated fpeech. The cafe was then — 


* On the i-th of April two ambafladors extraordinary | 
from the republic of Venice made their public entry into 
London, in a very f{plendid gnd pompous manner; and 
on the tubfequent dav, the King went to the houfe of 
peers, and having given the royal affent to feveral bills, 
he prorugued the parliament with a fpeech from the 
throne, in which he eapreffed his thanks for the zeal and 
difpatch they had manitetid in their proceedings. 


+ Copy of the warrant to take Mr. Wilkes into cuftody. 


Charles Earl of Egremont, and George Dunk, Earl of Heli- 
fas, Lords of hus Majefy's soft honourable privy council, 
and principal fecretaries of Pate, 

“ Thefe are, in his majefty’s name, to suthorize and re- 
ire 10u to receive into your cuftody the body of John 

Wilke, Efq; herewith fent you, oe being the author 

and publifhcr of a moft infamous and feditioas libel, en- 

titled the North Briton, No. XLV. tending to inflame 
the minds and slienate the affe@ions of the from 
his majefty, and ta excite them to traiterous 

oguinh | government. And to him fafe nad clofe 
until he’ be delivered by due courfe of law, and 
in fo deing this thall be your warrant. Given at &. 
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argued by eminent lawyers on both fides; but the 
court, after making @ polite exeufe to Mr. Wilkes 
for the delay, (requiring further time to confider 
of the affair,) he was remanded to the Tower till the 
fixth of May, with orders that his friends and law- 
yers fhould have free accefs to him. In the interim 
orders were given, that Mr. Wilkes fhould no long- 
cr continue colonel of the militia for the county of 
Buckingham. On the day appointed, Mr. Wilkes 
was again brought to Weltmintter hall, when after 
another fpirited addrefs to the court, lord chief juf- 
tice Pratt, a firm and invariable friend to conftitu- 
tional liberty, proceeded to give his opinion on the 
three following points, viz. The legality of Mr. 
Wilkes’s committment ; the neceffity for a {pecifica- 
tion of thofe particular paffages in No. 45 of the 
North Briton which had been deemed a libel ; and 
his privilege as a member of parliament}. Thefe 
points were difcuffed by his lordihip in a manner 
which greatly redounds to his honour: and his opinion 
having met with the approbation of the court, Mr. 
Wilkes was difcharged. ‘But before he had quitted 
the court, a gentlemen of eminence in the law, ftood 
up, and informed the lord chief juftice, that he bad 
juft received a note from the attorney and folicitor. 

neral, to defire his lordthip would detain Mr. 

filkes till their arrival, as they had fomething to 
offer againft his plea of privilege. This requedt, 
however, was not complied with; and Mr. Wilkes 
took his leave of the court. - 

Acfhort time after Mr. Wilkes had been releafed 
from the Tower, he caufed a printing prefs to be 
fixed, under his own direétion, at his houfe in Great 

treet, Weltminiter, where he advertifed the 
proceedings of the adminiftration, with all the origi- 


janess the thirtieth of April 1763, in the third ycar of 
is mayefty’s reign. 

EGRgMowr, L. 8. 
, Dunwx Hazrrax. L, S, 

i oaely chief juftice Pratt declared afterwards, in his 
judicial capacity, this warrant unconftitutional, illegal, 
and abfolutely void. “ If it be good,” continued he, “a 
‘fecretary of ftate can delegate and depute any of his 
“ meffengers, or any even from the loweft of the people, 
* to take examinations, to commit or releafe, and, in fine, 
“ todo every aG which the higheft judicial officers the law 
“ knows, can do, or order. There is no authority in our 
+ law books that mentions thefe kinds of warrants, but in 
« terms condemns them. Upon the maturefl con- 
« ; ph manok to Sy racers 3 eps 
‘*f am fer from withing a matter of this confequence 
“ thould reft folely on my opinion. It = 
“ to the twolve judges, and there is a fill igher court, 
“ belore which # may be canvailed, determi- 


“ nation is final. If thefe fuperior j tons thould de. 
wee OTE tho rod; bat T wal fay, bull eaye 
ee ° wa 

w coder it as a 704. of ison foe the chatifement of the 
“ people of Greet Britain.” os 
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sal papers ; and the Briton was re-publi(hed, 
Aten oe eel i 


hin in the cone of Kang’ Bench, ot hr aa 
n the court at 

fait, as being author North Britou, No, 45; 
and on the meeting of » a meflage was fent 


Sit cee 
lmajefty recei es, efquire 
® member of that houfe, was the author of S coal 
feditious and cengeeee hbel. . The examinations 
and proofs of the faid libel, together with the mea- 
fures that had been taken » were alfo laid be. 
forc the houfe: in confequence of which, the Narth 
Br.ton, No..¢5, was adjudged a falfe, fra ; 
and feditious libel, and ordered to be burned by the 
hands of the common han . The operation of 
burmng the North Briton, according to the fen- 
tencc, wa: committed to the fuperintendence of Mr. 
ald: rman Harley, fheriff of London, and one of the 
city members. The officers who affembled at the 
Royal I'xchange to perform this duty, were affailed 
by a furious mob, pelted, and grofsly infulted ; and 

e glaf. of Harley’s chariot was broken by a billet 
of wood. The pieces of libel which remained, were 
carried off in triumph to Temple Bar, where a large 
bonfire was prepared to receive and confume a large 
Jack-Boot, typically fgmfying John earl of Bute. 
On the day appointed for enforcing this fentence, 
December the third, a number of perfons af- 
fembled at the Royal Exchange, who indecently infuit- 
ed the theriffs, one of whom received a flight wound 
in the fcuffle, which obliged him to retire. The 
North Briton, however, was partly coafumed by 
means of a lighted link, but fome fcraps of it were 
carried off in triumph by the B sat te ace, who, in 
the evening, difplayed them at Temple Bar, where 
a bonfire was made, and the grentett rejoicings ex- 
hibited on the occafion. - ss 

Mr. Wilkes alfo made a forma] complaint to the 
houfe of commons concerning a breach of their pri- 
vilege, by the imprifonment of his perfon, the plun- 
dering of his houfe, the feizing of his papers, and 
the ferving him with a {ubpcena upon an information 
in the court of King’s Bench, &c. Not being fatis- 


* On the evening of the day'that the verdi& was obtain- 
ed, 2 perfon knocked at Mr. Wilkes’, door, requefting to 
fpeak with hin on particular bufinefs: but it appearing 
by his diale@ that he was a North Briton, and being be- 
fides an cutire ftranger, he was refufed admittance ; on 
which he went to a coffee-houfe in Parliament-ftreet, 
where a perfon made effidavit, that be heard him de- 
clare, himfelf and ten more were determined to cut of 
Mr. Wilkes, let the event be what it would. This 

fon, the next morning, gave information to Mr. 
Wilkes, defiting him to be ever on his guard. Accord- 
ing to the information, the perfon fworm againft, as was 
fuppofed, bringing s letter to Mr. Wilkes’s houfe, figned 
ander Dun, (the of which Was to beg an 
interview with him on bufinefs of imp e,) he was 
defired to call again at one o’clock, which he did accord- 
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fied with this, he commenced an aétion egaftlt Ro- 
bert Weed, ofquire, under fecretary of fate, for 
pry bl ge The caufe was tricd on the fixth 
of » before lord chief juftice Pratt, and a 
{pecial jury ; when, after x hearing of noar fifteen 
hours, the jury gave a verdiG fos the plaintiff with 
one thoufand pounds damages, and full cofts of 
fuit*, Previous to’ this, a complaint had been ex- 
hibited again& Mr. Wilkes in the houfe of lords, for 
affixing the name of a member of that houfe to 4 
book entitled, ‘‘ An Eflay on Woman ;” which book 
was Lipps er pati to the utter cab ae and, 
eternal difgrace of every perfon concerned in it ; but 
Mr. Wilkes could not prefer bie anfwer, being then 
indifpofed, in uence of a wound he had re- 
fveasy of the weakay; who, iinet 
ecretary of t ury ; , thinki imi 
grofsly infulted in the North Briton, and, prefuming 
Mr, Wilkes was the author of that abufe, he fent 
him a challenge, which being ‘readily by 
Mr, Wilkes, he received a dangerous wound in the 
belly ; of which he fent immediate notice to the 
houfe of commons, who thereupon allowed time for 
ce, and afterwards, on the report of his 
hyfician and furgeon, ehlarged it: but at length, 
fa pe6t fome collufion between him and them, 
on the fexteeoth of December, they ordered Dr. 
Heberden and Mr. Hawkins to attend him, in order 
to obferve the of his cure, and make 2 re- 
a of it to the houfe. This being made known to 
. Wilkes by his phyfieian, he fent cards to the 
two gentlemen appointed to attend him, expreffing 
his juit fenfe of the care of the houfe for his fpeed 
recovery, but at the fame time intimated his perf 
reliance on the gentlemen to whom he had com- 
mitted his cafe, and affured , that though he 
did not with to fee them at prefent, he wes impatient 
for an opportunity of thewing the juft rd he 
would ever pay to diftinguifhed merit, Eight days. 
after, Mr. Wilkes fet out for France on a vifit to hig 
daughter, who was very ill at Paris. 
On the fixtcenth of January, 1764, princefs Au- 
gufta, eldeft fifter to his mejefty, was married to 


ingly ; and feven o’clock im the evening being then ap~ 
pointed, he again attended; but as he was ftepping out 
at the parlour door, two gentlemen, who had placed 
themfelves behind it for that purpofe, feized him by the 
arms, and threw him on his back. On fearching his 
pockets a new penknife was found, which he pretended 
to have purchafed nine months before; but after many 

uivocations, he acknowledged fo have bought it at 
Chatham within a fortnight. From thefe circumftances 
he was taken into cuftody, and the next morning carried 
before one of the judges; after which a complaint was 
exhibited againft him in the houfe of commons, and he 
was ordered to be brought to the bar of the houfe, when, 
after an examination, he was difcharged, being generally 
fuppofed to be infane, 


his a 


4S Charles 


B46 
Charles Wiliat, heréditery prince of Brunfwick- 
Lunenburgh. bs cercenaay ais perfo¢med in the 
t council chamber at Saint James's; in = 
ence of a great number of peers, pecrefies, 
felgn minifiers. Their ferene highnefies left 
Princets Augwda's dowry, granted by pertinent 
incels ys dowry, y ent, 
Was eighty thoufend pounds, 
coramons afterwards e Mr. Wilkes, 
for a contempt of their authority, and publifhing the 
North Briton ; it being aljudged an infamous libel. 
His trial came on in February, in the court of king's 
bench, before lord chief juftice Mansfield, for re- 
printing and publithing the North Briton, No. 45, 
at his own boule: of which publication he was found 
guilty ; as he was aferwards of printing and A east 
ang a molt obicene and blafpbemous pamphlet, en- 
titled, “ An Fssay on Woman, with Remarks, to 
** which the name of Warburton, a right reverend 
*¢ prelate, had been feurriloufly affixed.” Mr. Kid- 
gall chiaihais to lord March, clandcftinely procured 
a fheet of this work, from one of Wilkes’s journey- 
men printers, and caufed it to be lasd before the fe- 
cretaries of fiate *, 
Let us now return to our Afiatic and other forei 
affairs. In the beginning of eae oar the Eaft India 
company received advice, that the difputes between 


their fervants and ghe reigning nabob, Gofhm Ali 
Khan, bad been produdive of fach animofities and 


loufies, on eee ak of the latter, that it was 
thought hnghly ary to ufe every means to allay 
them: and for this purpofe Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay, 
two gentlemen of the council, were deputed to wait 
upon the nabob to endeas our to adjuft the difference 
in anamicable manner. Being arrived at Mongheer, 
where he refided, they beld many confcrences with 
him, in which be always manifefted a great averfion 
to an accommodation upon the terms propofed to 
him; and about this time, a fupply ef five bundred 
arms, on the road to Patna, was fi by his of- 
ficers, Other acts of holtility were bkewife com- 
mitted, by winch affairs were brought to fach an 
extremity, that a war with Al was inevitable. Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay were recalled, and the former of 
thofe gentlemen, having reccived the ufual pafiports, 
fet out for Calcutta, accompanied by Meflrs, Am- 
lett, Woollafton, and Hutchinfon ; the heutenants 
ones, Gordon, and Cooper, and Dr. Crooke; Mefirs. 
Hay and Gutiton being left with the nabob as hot 
tages. As the boats were pafling the city of Moor- 
fhedabad, they were attacked by a number of troups, 


* Jn the procecdings againft Wilkes, lord Temple was 
his avowed fupport+r and patron, and thared the popu- 
lasity refultyg from the conte. The king elday ee 
prived Wille: of his commifion as colonel of the Buck- 
inghamibire mulitia ; it was the office of lord Temple as 
Jord beutenant, to announce that refulution, which he did 


in the 1208 gentle terms, accompanied with affurances of © 


' to fir Francis Dafhwood, who had ar 
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affeubled on both fides of the-etverdeb thet purple; 
= of the gentlemen in tow bod bebe li 
whom he bad ordered to fire, . He the 

underftand that he was furuifhed 
with the nabob’s paffport, and had no intention of 
semeratage Agar but the Moorith horfe ad- 
vancing, of the fepoys inadvertantly fired, and, 
in the confufion which enfoed, Mr. Amyatt, with 
mof, of his fmall , were killed. In confequence 
of this difafter, Mr. Ellis, and the other gentlemen 
in council at Patna, agreed, with the approbation of 
captain Corftairs, to attack the city of Moorfhe- 
dabad. This refolution was fuccefsfully executed 
on the twenty-fifth of June, and captain’ Corfiairs, 
with his party, were in poffeffion of the city forfour 
hours, the Moorith governor, and his people having 
fied. But he fpeedily returned, refolving to make 
an effort to regain the place, in which he fucceeded, 
Moft of the fepoys and Europeans being fully occu- 
pied in plundering the place, were not prepared to 
receive him, and confequently eafily difpofleffed of 
it, From hence they repaired to the factory, but 
the men were fo difpirited, and the fepoys deferted 
in fuch nembers, that it was fount impofiible to 
make any Rand there; upon which a refolution was 
taken to proceed to Sujah Dowlah’s country. 

They croffed tbe river on the twentv-fixth in the 
evening, and met with no obftruction till they paffea 
the Churpa; when on the thirtieth, they were at- 
tacked by the Phoufdar, with about two thoufand 
men, whom they eafily routed; but he being joined 
that evening by about five hundred fepoys from Bu- 
gepore, who brouglit fix field-pieces with them, he 
attacked the Oa ae, who, quitting their ranks 
at the firft onfet, entirely defeated. Fifty of 
them were killed, among whom was captain Cor- 
ftairs. Mr. Ellis and the reft were made prifoners, 
From thefe and other aéts of hoftility committed by 
Coffim Ali, in feveral of the company’s fettlements, 
a refolution was formed to declare war againft him, 
and to reftore Meer Jaffer, the former nabob, who 
had been depofed, to the fubah-fhip; after obliging 
him to enter into a treaty with the company. 

A treaty between Mecr Jaffer und the company, 
was executed at Fort William, on the tenth of July, 
1763, and @ few days after Mcer Jaftier fet out to 
join thearmy under major Adains, then on his march 
towerds Moorfhedabad. On the nineteenth of July, 
an ation happened oppofite Cutwa en the Coffim- 
buzar fide of the river, in which the Englith were fuc- 


regret and complimentary (cflimonies. This behaviour, 
on the part of toed Temple, was fo offenfive, that he pe 
ftruck off the lift of privy-counfellors, and difmided from 
the lord-lieutenancy of Buckinghamthire, which was given 
: the 
136. 


ecisful, 


tithe of lord Le Defpenfer. Adziphus's H 
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tcisful. They alfp, obtained: poflefion of the fort of 
Cutwa, ag th fide of the river, together with 
all the enemics'grtiNerys After this fuccefful en- 
terprize, mace Adan purfued his march toa Moor- 
fhedabad, which he entered on the twenty-fourth at 
night, with very little oppofition; and here the 
fymy halted for fome days, daring which Meor Jafier 
was formally proclaimed. On the twenty-cighth of 
July, the army was again put in motion, and on the 
fecond of Auguft, they arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Sooty, at the, head of the Coffimbuzar river. At 
this place, a numerous army of the encmy’s beft 
troops, with artillery, occupied a very advantageous 
oft. 


pott. | 
Major Adams immediately attacked them, and for 


four hours they made an obitinate defence; but, 
being at feasth, thrown into confufion, they were 
éafily defeated. Ip this engagement the lofs of the 


Englith confifted” of fix. officers, and forty Euro- 
cans; together with two hundred and ninety-two 
epoys and black cavalry, killed and wounded. 
Twenty-three picces of cannon, and one hundred 

and fifty boats, laden with military and other flores, 

were taken. Immediately after this engagement, 
major Adams adyanced with the army to the neigh- 
bourhood of Rajamant, about three or four miles 
from which the enemy had thrown up a firong en- 
trenchment from the hills to the river. This the 
major determined to attack, and every thing bein 
ready for the affault by the fifth of September, it 
was carried on with fuch vigour, th:t in a fhort time 
the enemy were obliged to abandon the entrench- 
ment to the conquerors. By this victory, the pro- 
vince of Beagal was entirely fecured to the Englith. 
Advices were received in July, from North Ame- 
Tica, importing, that the military operations in that 
tab been carried on with great vigour; but 
that fir William Johnfon had at length fucceeded in 
bringing the Seneca nation to conceflions highly ad- 
vantageous to the fubjeats of Great Britain, and that 
they had entered into a treaty of e, friendfhip, 
and alliance with the Englifh, which was recipro- 
cally figned in a congrefs held for that purpofe at Ni- 
agara, The forces coinmanded by the coloncls Brad- 
fireet and Bouquet were as fuccefsful as thofe under 
fr William Johnfon. The Delawares and Shawanefe 
had refufed to mect fir William at the congrefs of 

Niagara, but now, intimidated by the mich of 

fuch a number of troops towards their country, they 

met colonel Bradftreet at Prefque Ifle, and iub- 
cena fued for peace, which was readily granted 
5 


n. 

But the peace with the Delawares and Shawancfe 
was but of fhort duration: they foon after revolted, 
and renewed their outrages with aggravated info- 
lence. In confequence of this perfidious behaviour, 
major general Gage, commander in chief of his ma- 
jefty’s forces in thofe quarters, refolved to pou..rate 
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into the heart 0. their country. The regular and 
srovincial troops, commanded by colonel Bonquet,, 
avin been joined by a large body of volunteers 
from Virginia, Maryland, and Pennfylvania, inthe 
beginning of O&étober, marched from Fort Pitt, and 
about the fixteenth, arrived at Tufcarowas. The 
fight of the troops in their coantry threw the favaces 
into the utmoft confternation ; they having hitherto 
depended on their woods for protc&ion, and had 
frequently boafted that their fituation fecured them 
from the attacks of our army. Not willing to come 
to an engagement, they had again recourfe to ne- 
gociation, and were informed, that they might ob- 
tain peace, but every prifoner in their poficfion 
muft firft be delivered up. They brought up about 
twenty, and promifed to deliver the reft; but as 
their promifes were not regarded, they engaged to 
fend de whole on the firft of November, to a fort 
about two hundred and fifty miles from Fort Pitt, 
the center of the Delaware towns, and near the 
moft confiderable fettlement of the Shawanefe. Co- 
lonel Bouquet. determined not to lofe fight of them, 
moved his camp to that place, and foon obliged the 
Delawares, together with fome broken tribes, to 
bring in all their prifoners. They were then in- 
formed, that they muft appoint deputies to go to fr 
William Jobnfon, in order to receive fuch terms as 
he might think i pela to impofe upon them, which 
the nations muft agree to ratify; and they were 
obliged to leave a confiderable number of their 
chiefs in the hands of the Englifh, as a fecur.ty 
for the performance of this agreement. All the 
nations readily agreed to thefe terms, except the 
Shawanefe, who difapproved of the conditions, and 
were particularly averfe to delivering of hoftages : 
but finding their obftinacy would only tend to tueir 
deftruétion, they at laft confented, gave up forty 
rincipal chiefs as hoftages, and von their 
deputies to repair to fir William Johnfon, in the 
fame manner as the others had donc. The number 
of prifoners delivered up by thefe favages, exceeded 
three hundred, and it was expeéted that the Englith 
parties would bring in near one hundred more from 
their different towns. 

Variety of accounts were received from the Bay 
of Honduras, in June, complaining that our log. 
wood cutters there had not only been interrupted in 
their bufinefs, but fuddenly ordered to remove from 
their ufual places of fettkoment, on pretence of their 
having no proofs that they were fubjeéts of his Bri- 
tannic majelty ; and fuppofing they were, that they 
had roved too freely about the country, gathering 
the fruits of it as if it belonged to them. In confe- 
quence of thefe proceedings, a remonfirance was 
prefented to the court of Madrid hy the English am- 
Laflador there; and on the twenty-feventh of Sep- 
tember, a meflenger arrived in London, with a du. 
plicate of the orders, which were immediately dif- 
patched 


$48 
patched to Don Felix Raming de Eftenoz, governor 
ot The patient meeting on the tenth of Ja 

on nuary, 
1765, mag went to the houfe of peers, and 
opened the fefion with a {peech from the throne; in 
which is the following paflage: ‘‘ I have now the 
“* fatistaGtion to inform you, that I baye agreed with 
‘* my good brother the king of Denmark, to cement 
‘¢ the union which has long fubfiied between the 
““ two crowns, by the marriage of the prince royal 
‘« with my fifter the prince Carolina Matilda, to be 
‘* folemnized as foon as their refpedtive ages will 
‘© permit.” To this fj both houfes 
the moft loyal and afleSionste addreffes; and the 
commons, in order to raile the fupphes more effectu- 
ally for the enfuing ycar, retolved to place the Ame- 
ricans op the fame footing as the inbubitants of Great 
Britain, by requiring them to pay amp duties. Not- 
withtanding great ious weré made to this 
Jul], it at length | both henfes. Soon after 
tuis  rewmnfiance, his majefty onderad, that America 
fuuulu be divided into twa difiri@s, viz. northern 
and f.cthern, by the nver Potopuck, end a due 
wefi iine drawn from the head of the main branch of 
that risqr, as faras his majfiy’s domjmons extend- 
ed, and tut a furveyor-general fhould rad Lager 
in cach, to make general furveys of the fea coaft 
and the inland coyntry, to facilisate the navigation, 
oe the fpeedy fetikement of the new ac. 

ihtions. 

V Commifionss were alfa inted to fettle the 
new ceded iflands in the Welt ludies, who received 
ogders to divide each ifland into parhes and dif- 
tricis; then in every parilh to trace out a town, its 
ftrects, market-place, and other public-places ; after 
which they were to proceed to parcel out the ground 
into proper allotments to build on, annexing a finail 


where the land was cleared, the purchalers, exclufive 


one peony per fovt, in the front of each town lot, 
and fixpence for every acre of the field which ac- 
companied it. (n the other band, wf the land was 
uncleared, it fhould be granted by the governor, on 
fecurity given to build on, inclof, fence it in 
a rea time, and to pay the fame quit-rent. 

At this period came on, in Weftmuiter Hall, the 
trial of lord Byron for murder, before the peers ; 
the particulars of which are thus related: in the 


* From thefe orders it sppeared, that his Catholic ma- 
jefty difapproved of the proceenings of the governor, 
with refpea to the fubjeé. of the king of Grest Brrtcin 
in the bay of Honduras: that he expreffed his defire of 


ing bis majefly the mof ample profs of his friend- 
in, and of prefcrsi with the Britifh nation: 
that he had commiader governor te re-eftublith the 
faid Britis logwood cutters in the feveral places from 


| ing concaided, the 
fied or inclofure to each, Kt was alfo ordered, that | 
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month of January, at a meating offdie Nottingteni~ 
fhire club, a difpute arole between ferd Byron and 
Mr. Chaworth, a gentleman of that county, refj 
ing the quantity of game on their refpefive : 
In confequence of this a soy a duel enfued be- 
tween the parties, at the Star and Garter Tavemn,. 
Pali Mall, ia which the latter wes unfortunatel 
killed ; foow atter which, lord Byron farrenderct 
hirsfelf to be tried by his 

On the twenty-fixth of April, in the — his. 
lordthip was condu@ed from the Tower to Weit- 
munfter Hall, where a court had been ere&ted. The 
number of witneffes on behalf of the crown was fo 
great that they could not be all examined on that 
day. On the next, the trial wes refumed, and the 
examinations againft the prifoner being finithed, the 
foucitor-general gave a fommury fiatement of the cvi- 

ce; after which lord Byron,“who declined exa- 
mining any witnefles on his own behalf, informed 
their lordil.ips, “‘ That what he had to offer in his 
‘* own vindication, he had committed to writing, 
“ and begged it might be read by the clerk, fear- 
“ ing his own voice, in his prefent fituation, would’ 
‘¢ not be heard.” ‘This requeft bein ted, the 
clerk, in a very audible manner, yead his defence, 
which contained an exaé& detail of the particulars 
relating to the melancholy affair between him and 
Mr. Chaworth. He faid, he declined entering into 
the circumftances of Mr. Chaworth’s behavfour, far~ 
ther than was neceffary for his defence, firongly 
exprefied his forrow for the event, and repofed him- 
felf with the utmof confidence on their lordfhip’s 
juftice and humanity ; obferving that he would with 
cheerfulnefs acquiefce in the fentence of the nobleft 
and moft equntable court of judicature in the world, 
whether it were for life or for death. The clerk hav- 

peers adjourned to their own 

howe; and, after a reafonable time, returted, when 


| they found is lordthip guilty of manflaughter: and, 


pi the purchafe money, fhould pay a quit-rent of | as, by an old craigs LAY are, in all cafes where be- 
? 


nefit of clergy is to be difmiffed without 
burning in the hand, lofs of inheritance, or corrup- 
tion of blood, his lordthip was immediately difcharg- 
ed on paying his fees. 

His majetty, who had been for fome time indif 
ee went to the houfe of on the twenty 
ourth of April, and after figning fuch bills as were 
ready, delivered a fpeech trom the throne+. To 
which each houfe prefented 2 loyal addrefs; and in 

conformity 
which they had been obliged to retire, and to acquaint 
them, that tuey m.ght return to their occupation of cut- 
ing logwood, Without interruption, under eny pretence 
whatfoever. 

+ His majefty’s fpeech on the fubjed of his indifl 
tion, and apie beeen ar ager of his donate, 
during the minority of the prince of Wate., is thus exe 
preiicd: “ ‘Ihe tender concern which J feel for my a 

“ 
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conformity to his majefty’s requeft, a bill was or- 

dered to be brought into the houfe of lords, where it 

was pafied, and fent to the houfe of commons. Here, 

however, it met with fome oppofition; but an amend- 

ment being made, which was approved of by the 

Jords, it reccived the royal affent on the fifteenth of 
ay. 

The affair of the regency being fettled, on the 
twenty-fifth of Mav, his majefty prorogued the par- 
liament by commiflion, being fo indifpofed as to be 
nuable to attend in perfon. 

When the king repaired to the houfe to give his 
aflent to the regency bill, a vaft concourfe of jour- 
nevnien filk-weavers appeared at Saint James's, fome 
ci them difplaying black flags, declaring they were 
reduced te a ftate of famine by the encouragement 
of French filks. They furrounded the two houfes 
of jwliament, infulted them, and proceeded to com- 
mit other outrages. They alfo attended the two 
following days, but were at length reprefied by the 
paf/? comitatus and the military, 

For the prevention of frauds committed by fmug- 
glers, the Ifle of Man was in this year annexed to 
the realm. It was before a part of the crown, but 
noi of the realm of England: it wes under the alle- 
giance of the king, but governed by its own laws. 
Tins extraordinary inheritance had for almoft four 
centuries been veficd, by parliamentary charter, in 
the family of the duke of Athol. 

Soon after the rifing of the parliament, intelligence 
was received of the fuccefs of his majefty’s arms, in 
Zonjun&ion with the company’s troops, in the Kaft 
Indies. On the twenty-fecond of O&ober, 1764, 
major Monro, who, on the death of major Adams, 
had fucceeded to the command of the king’s forces 
én that part of the world, came up with the Indian 
army at Buxard, on the river Cammaflary, about 


= ful fubje&s, makes me anxious to provide for ever 
* poffible event which might affe@ their future happinets 
* or fecurity. My late indifpofition, though not attend- 
* ed with danger, has led me to confider the fituation in 
“ which my kingdoms and my family might be left, 1f it 
fhould pleat God to put a period to my life, whilft my 
fucceffor is of tender years, The high importance of 
this fubhje@ to the public fufety,” pocd order, and tran- 
quillity ; the paternal alfeGion which I bear to my 
children, and to all my people; and my earneft defire 
that every precaution fhould be taken which may tend 
to preterve the conftitution of Great Biitain undif- 
turbed, and the dignity and lultre of its crown un- 
impaired; have determined me to lay this weighty 
buiinef. before my parliament. And as my health, by 
the blefling of Ged, is now renored, I take the eailieft 
opportunity of meeting you here, and of ToC ommend- 
ing to your moft ferious deliberation the making of fuch 
provition, as would be neceflary, in cafe any of my 
children thould fucceed to the throne before they thall 
refpeétively attain the age of cightcen years. To thi 
end, I propofe to your confideration, whether, under 
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one hundred miles ahove Patna. They were rd- 
vantageoufly encamped, having a moraf. in their 
front, judictoufly lined with cannon. The major, 
however, not being in the leaft intimidated by the 
advantageots fituation of the enemy, ordered the 
line of battle to be formed the next morning ; about 
nine the Indians began to cannonade the Inelith ; 
and half an hour after, the a&ion became gencral. 
The morafs in the front of our troops at firft pre- 
vented their advancing, during which they were 
ercatly galled by the encmy’s cannon. The Britifh 
forces charged the encmy with fuch fuccefs, that 
before noou their whole army was put to flight, 
leaving fix thoufand men on the field, with one hun- 
dred and thirty pieces of cannon, and a proportion- 
able quantity of military ftores. The lofs of the 
vi@tors was comparatively {mall, having only thirty 
Europeans, and two hundred and thirty-nine Indians 
killed ; and fifty-feven Europeans, and four hundred 
and feventy-three Indians wounded. Such was the 
fituation of affairs in the Eaft Indies, when major 
Monro was recalled; and fir Robert Fletcher, an 
officer who had been reared in the company’s fer- 
vice, was appointed to fucceed him. He took the 
field as foon as he arrived; and marched about one 
hundred and fifty miles up the Gangoe, when he at- 
tacked feveral of the enemy’s forts, and made the 
garrifons prifoners of war. 

Great commotions arofe in America on account of 
the Stamp A@*. The firft intelligence that arrived 
there of fuch a bill being in agitation, threw an uni- 
verfal melancholy on the countenances of the people ; 
but when it was afterwards made known that the bill 
had a€tually paffed both houles, and received the 
roral affent, they were fired with indignation. and 
nothing but confufion took place throughout mcf of 
the provinces +. When the news arrived at Boftou, 


the prefent circumftances, it will not be expedient {6 
« vet in me the power of appointing, from time to time, 
« by inftruments in writing, undcr my fign manual, cithet 
the queen, or any other perfon of my royal family, 
* ufually refiding in Great Britain, to be guardian of the 
« perfon of fuch fucceffor, and the regent of thefe kings 
« doms.” 

¢ It was agreed at the meeting of the higher ranks of 
Americans, that thank; fhould be given to general Con- 
way and colonel Barré, {wo gentlemen whow they confie 
dered as the moft firenuous oppofers of it m the Britith 
houte of commons; that their fpeeches againft it, and 
their pictures, thould be requefte . The pictures to be 
hurg up im their places of mecting ; and their {peeches 
to be inferted in the books deftined to record all their prin- 
cipal tranfactions. 

+ Phis act paffed the houfe of commons almoft without « 
debate, eaccpta vchement harangue, from colonel Barré, 
and another from general Conway. In the houfe of lorde 
it pated without debate, divifion, or protett ; and hav- 
ing thus received the fanction of both houfes, was ratified 
by the royal affent on the twenty-fecond of March 1765. 
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the fhips in the harbour hung out their colours half 
matt high, as emblematical of the deepeit mourning ; 
the belly were rung mufiied : a of the act were 
printed, witha death’s head on the part where it ts 
uiual to fix the ftamps, and cried publicly in the 
fireets by the name of “ The Folly of England, and 
‘© ruin of America.” Efiays foon followed, not only 
azainit the expediency, but even the equity of it, 
in feveral new fpapers; one of which bore the figni- 
ficant ttle of “The Conftitutional Courant, con- 
“ taining Matters intereftmg to Liberty. and not re- 
 puenant to Lovalty 5 printed by Andrew Marvel, 
“ot the fign of the Bribe Refufed, on Conftitution 
<< Hill, North America.” The head piece to this 
paper was cut in forall pieces, with the initial letters 
of the names of the feveral colonies, from New Eng- 
land to South Carolina, affixed to each piece, and 
above them the words ¢ Join or Die.” 

To thefe were added caricatures, Baa bay a 
puns, bon-wots, and fuch futirical invectives, fuited 
to the occafion. The two principal arguments urged 
in thefe eflavs were, firit, that the perfon pes ae 
der this ftatute had it in his power to bring an action, 
the caufe of which had arfen at one extremity of 
the North American colonies, and extended itfelf to 
the other, at almoft two thoufand miles diftance, 
without the traders being entitled to recover da- 
maces. in cafe the judge certified that there was any 
probable ciufe for the profecution. The fecond 
nas, the judge having an intereft in making a de- 
cree in favour of the parties fueing for the penalties 
of the a@, on being allowed, by way of commuflion, 
a large fhare in thefe penalties. By the time the act 
itfelf, as printed at the hing’s printing-houle, arrived 
at the colonies, the populace were every where ex- 
aiperated againft it to fuch a degree, as to maniteft 
the mofi public marks of their contempt. In feveral 
places it was burned, together with the effigies of 
thofe who were fuppofed to have voted for or pro- 
moted it. 

In & feries of important parliamentary refolutions, 
Mr. Grenville had ment once tlk propriety of impofing 
‘ettain jiamp duties in the colonies and plantations 
of America, in order to raifeé an American revenue 
pavable into the Britwh exchequer. The profpect 
of being relieved by fuch an American tax, froma 
portion of ¢hcir national burdens, was fo fatisfacory 
to the pride and intercft of this affembly, that a refo- 
Juuon to that purpole paffed the houfe, without any 
unufual oppoftion. 

The minmiiry condefcended to make an offer to the 
American-, that anv other mode of contributing the 
{um intendedto be raifed, would be accepted, and 
the ftamp duty laid afide; but the colonial agents 
rejected this prep faying, they were direéted to 
oppof the bill. if brought into the houfe, hy peti- 
tons, and would not acknowledge the nght chumed 
by parkageent to tax the curomes. They even cx- 
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preffed a defire of entering into a difcuffion of the 


emis difpute. The minifter would not recede 
rom the claim of the Britith legiflature to impofe 
the quantum of taxation; but he fubmitted the mode 
of contribution to their decifion, When intelligence 
of the Amcrican difcontents arrived in England, f{e- 
veral mafters of hips refufed to take any ftamps on 
board for the colonies: and it foon appeared that 
their precaution was judicious ; for fuch as ventured 
to take them had fufficient cate to repent it on their 
arrival at the deftined ports, where, to fave their 
veffels from fire, and their perfony from the gallows, 
many of them were obliged to furrender their cargoes 
iuto the hands of the enraged multitude, which they 
treated with the fame ignominy that they had done 
the a&: the other veflels were obliged to-thelter them- 
felves under fuch of the king’s {hips as happened to 
to be ready to prote& them. ¢ 

Thofe gentlemen who were difpatched from Eng- 
land with commiilions to a& as difiributors of t 
fiamps, met with more rigorous treatment. Many 
of them were compelled to renounce, upon oath, all 
manner of concern in them: others thought it pru- 
dent to return home, whilft fome, who were fufpeé- 
ed of obflinatcly perfifting in endeavouring to run 
their country, as it was termed, or of having {poke 
too freely concerning the behaviour of the people on 
this occafion, had their houfes burned, and their 
moft valuable effe&s plundered or defiroyed. Even 
thofe who, without their folicitation, had been 
named, or were obliged by virtuc of the offices the 
already filled, to fuperintend the difiribution of 
ftamped paper, received a fimilar kind of treatment ; 
and the populace having fufpe@ed onc of writing to 
England in difrefpe@ful terms refpe@ing their pro- 
ceedings, furrounded his houfe, and, notwithftand- 
ing the moft earneft entreaties, obliged him to de- 
liver up the copies of his letters, and thereby be. 
come evidence againft himfelf. Even fhips bringing 
fiamped mercantile or cuftom-houfe papers, merely 
im their own defence, from fuch of the colonies as 
had thought proper to fubmit to the flamp a@, were 
compelled to part with them to be ftuck up in de- 
rifion in coflee-houfes and taverns, and were after. 
wards publicly burnt. 

Several of the fuperior ranks now began to join 
thefe popular tumults. One in particular fet the a& 
openly at defiance, by advertifing, that thofe whofe 
bufinels it was to enforce it, might fave themfelves 
the trouble of calling upon him for that purpole; 
for that he was determined to pay no tax but what 
was laid by his reprefentatives. The provincial 
affemblies themfelves declined giving any opinion to 
the governors concerning their behaviour on this 
critical occafion ; and, Nol they difavowed thefe 
riotous proceedings, and offered rewards for appre- 
hending the rioters, they would not — further 
than prudence warranted; and abfolutely rival, 

when 


when exhorted to it by the governors, to make any 
sempenfation to the injured Ligirar: much lefs 
‘would they ftrengthen the hands of tlie executive 
power, fo as to prevent any future commotions ; 
which they did not think proper to confider as ob- 
jects of military reftraint. 

This behaviour of the general affemblies was openly 
approved, if not encouraged, by affemblics of the 
frecholders and principal inhabitants of fome places, 
who direéted their reprefentatives not to agree to any 
meafures for the proteéion of ftamped papers, or 
fiamy officers, though they acknowledged there had 
been already fome tumults and diforders relating ta 
them ; and likewife cautioned them againtt all un 
conftitutional draughts on the public treafury. Th 
general affemblies proceeded to greater lengths. In 
ftead of conniving at the people’s thus tumultuoufh 
aflerting their independence ; they manifefted thei 
approbation of their condué; eftablifhed committec 
to correfpond with each other concerning the ge 
neral affairs of the whole ; they even appointed de 
puties from thefe committees to meet in a congref 
at New York. But fuch harmony already prevaile: 
in the fentiments of the general aflemblies of the re 
{peftive provinces, that the deputjes, when affem 
bled, had little pther employment than that of con 

ratulating each other on their unanimity. The 
igned their hands to one general declaration of thet 
rights, and the grievances they endured ; and to on 
general petition expreflive thereof, to the king 
jords, ant commons, of England. At length, thoi 
invefted with the fubordinate executive powers b 
gan to join the legiilative; and they refolved rath 
to decline bufinefs, than condu& it with ftamp: 
papers. 

On the firft of November, when the a& was d 
rected to take place, not a fheet of ftamped pap 
was to be obtained throughout the feveral coloni s 
of New England, New York, New Jerfey, Pennfy - 
vania, Virginia, Maryland, or the two Carolina ,, 
except a fmall parcel which the.governor of Ne v 
York, intimidated by the threats of the enrag: 1 
multitude, had furrendered into the hands of tle 
corporation of that place, on condition of their n it 
being deftroyed: all butinefs, which could not be! - 
gally tranfaéted without flamps, was at once at a 
frand, except that of circulating intelligence, which 
the printers full continued, pleading in excuie, the ;, 
if they did not, the populace would ferve thems 
abaee Mad clana tha flamn moftern themlelres I a 


» 


* The confequences of the ftagnation of bufines 
which took place on account of the itamp act foon begzn 
to be fo feverely felt, that the mbabitants found it nece[- 
fary to try fone expedient by which they might elude the 
act. One of them in particular, fent a thin piece of 
bark to the printers at Bofton, on which he had writte ty 
te Phas te hater neithor naner. parchment. or vellum. 1 ¢ 
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courts of juftice were clofed, and the ports no 
Jonger kept open. Even in thofe colonics where 
ftamips were to be had, the people of the beft fortune 
fubmitted to be afked in church, rather than. take 
out ftamped licences for private mirriuges*, The 
merchants of all thofe colonies which ventured open- 
ly to oppofe the a&, now entered into the moft fo- 
Jemn ie. nr with cach other, not to order any 
more merchandize from Great Britain, and recal the 
orders they had already given, and even not to dif. 
pofe of any Britith goods fent them on commiffion, 
that were not fhipped before the firft of January, 
1766; or, if they confented to anv relaxation from 
thefe engagements, it was not to take place till the 
fiamp act, and even the fugar and paper money aéts 
were repealed. The pcople of Philadelphia alfo re- 
folyed, though not unanimoufly, that, till fuch re- 
peal, no lawyer fhould commence a fuit to recover 
debts, owing by a refident in America, to one in 
England; nor any perfon in America, however in- 
debted in England, make any remittances to that 
country. Thefe refolutions were adopted by the 
retailers, who unanimoufly agreed not to purchafe 
or fell any Britith goods fhipped contrary to their 
exprefs meaning. 

Ireland received material benefit from thefe pro- 
ceedings, as what goods the colonies were under a ne- 
ceffity of procuring, they took from that country in 
exchange for their hemp-feed and*flax-feed, of which 
they annually fent very large quantities, In the 
mean time they endeavoured to exoncrate themfelves 
even from this dependence. A focicty of arts, ma- 
nufa@ures, and commerce, on the plan of the Lon- 
don fociety, was inftituted at New York, and mar- 
kets opened for the fale of goods of their own manu- 
fa&ture, by which it foon appeared, that neither the 
natives nor the manufaAlurers, had been idle. Lincus, 
woolens, the coarfer but moft ufeful kinds of iron 
ware, malt-{pirits, paper-hangings, &c. were pro- 
duced to the fociety, and greatly approved; and 
when offered for fale in the market, every one was 
anxious to become a purchafer. At the fame time, 
fuppofing the new woolen manufaéturers micht not 
procure a fufficient quantity of materials, moft of 
the inhabitants came toa refolution not to feed on 
lamb ; and to extend the influence of their refolntion 
to thofe who did not join them in it, not to deal with 
any butcher who thould kill or expofe any Jamb to 
fale +. 

The difiracted ftate of America, induced his ma- 
jelty 


“ would be giad to know, whether inftruments written 
on fuch a material, might not be valid, though not 
jiamped ; in which cafe he was ready to fupply, with 
plenty of that commodity, all thofe whofe confciences 
were under the influence of the late act.” 
+ During thefe tranfactions in America, the nation 
fuflered an irreparable lofs in the death of his royal 
; highneds 


cé 
cé 
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té 
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| affamble the paziiament the feventeenth 
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After egraeyh for the holidays, the houfe met 
again on the 14th of January, when his majefty ad- 
drefied the parliatnent in a fhort {peech, in which 
he acquainted the lords and commons, that he had 
oF “ All the rs that tended to elucidate 
the origin, the or the te of the dif- 
turbances which have lately prevailed in fome of 
ee to be immediately laid before 
m*.” 

Petitions to parliament now flowed in from the 
merchants of London, Briftol, Lancafter, Li . 
Hull, Glafgow, and moft of the trading and ma- 
nufa&uring towns and boroughs in the kingdom, 
fetting forth the great deciy of their trade in con- 


fequence of the new laws and regulations relpe@ing. 


America: the vaft quantity of our manufaGures, 
(befides thofe articles imported from abroad, which 
were purchafed cither with our own manufaQures, 
or with the produce of our colonies,) which the Ame- 
rican trade formerly took off our bands; by all which 
many thoufand manufa@ures, feamen, and labour- 
crs had been employed, to the great emolument of 
the nation. That in retarn for thefe exports, the 
petitioners had received from the colonies, rice, in- 
digo, tobacco, naval ftures, oil, whale-fins, fins, and 
,» with other ftaple commodities ; befides a 
arge balance in femittances by bills of exchange 
and bullion, obtained bv the colonifts for articles of 
thew ace, not required for the Britith market, 
and ore ex to other places; that from 
the nature of this trade, confifting of Brith mans- 
faétures exported, and of the import of raw mate- 
rials from America, many of them neceflary in our 
manufaétures, and all of them tending to leffen our 
dependence on neighbouring flates; it muf& be deem- 
ed of the higheft importance in the commercial frf- 
to the fate, and fo neseary for the {apport of 
to- the flatc, o f u 
roultitndes, then lay nnder fuch difficulties and dif- 
ccuragements, that nothing jefs than its utter ruin was 
apprehended, without the intermediate interpofition 
of parliament : that the colonics were then indebted 
to the merchants of Great Britain to the amount of 
feveral nullons fterling ; and that, when urged for 
payment, they appeal to paft experience m proof 
of their readinefs upon all proper occasions ; but de- 
clare it is not in their power at prefent to fulfil their 


hignefs William duke of Cumberland, uncle to his ma- 
jefty, who died on the thirty-firft of Odober, 1745, in 
the forty-hith year of his age. His royal highvefs was 
at court in the morning, dined with lord Albemaric, and 
drank tea with the primcefs of Braunfwick at St. James's, 
whence he caine to his own houfe in the evening, to be 
at a coun.) to be held on affairs of fiate. As 

as be entered the houfe, he complained of a pain in 

his thoulder, and defired to be laid on a couch, where, in 
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fied Ween eid ttt ee 
tions t ithe 
Seago es cag ce atts 
ome fagent a c aa 
att pafied in the fourth year of tis prefent rusiety 
for granting certain duties in the Britith colonies snd 


rave in America, and by sn a& paffed in the 
feb of his tmjelty for granting and i 
certain ftarap duties, &e. in the’ faid coloiies, 
&c. with feveral regulations and reftraints, which 
they reprefent to have been extending in fuch a 


manner as to obftrué and embarrafs legal commerce 
and harrafs the fair trader; infomuch that the ftate 
of the feveral provinces was thrown into confafion, 
and fo great a number of aftual bankruptcies were 
occafioned, that the former opportunities ‘and means 
of remittances were no longer remaining. That the 
petitioners were by thefe u events, reduced 
to the neceflity plying to the hoafe, to fecure 
themfelves and their families from impending rain; 
to prevent a multitude of maoufatturers from be- 
coming a burthen to the community, or of feeking 
their bread in other countries, to the irretrieveable 
lofs of the kingdom ; and to preferve the firength 
of this nation entire, its commerce flowrifhing, the 
revenues encreafing, our navigation, the bulwark of 
the kingdom, in a ftate of and extenfion, and 
the ies from inclination, dutv, and intereft, 
firmly attached to the mother country. Petitions 
of a fimilar kind were aifo prefented from almoft 
every part of the kingdom, and from the agents of 
Virginia and Georgia, fetting forth their inability 
to pay the ftamp duty. 

ut the projectors, who were refoletely determined 
to fupport their favourite ftamp a&, could not be 
scevsiied on to remit the leaft tittle of their ardour. 
Such petitions they reprefented as the effe& of mi- 
nifterial artifice, and obferved, that fuppofing the 
difirefs of trade was aa real and great as it was re- 
oan a temporary inconvenience ought to be 

itted to, rather than by a repeal of the a&, te 
hazard the total atnihilation of the juft fuperiority of 
Great Britain over her colonies. 

Thofe who contended for the repeal were divided 
in their opinion, refpe&ing the right of taxation; 
the ore numerous body, among whom were the 
miniftry, infifted that the legiflature of Great Britain 
hed an inconteftible right to tax the colonies, but 
acknowledged 


the inexpedicncy of the prefent tex ; 


about twenty minute, he expired. On cxamining the 
body, a coagulation of extravafated blood was found in 
the right ventricle of He da which was the ceufe of 
his death: but all the other’parts were in a perfo& flate, 
except the membrane between the lobes of the ‘brain, 
which was offified. - 

* On the twenty-ninth, hetween three and four in the 
afternoon, died prince Frederic William, bis majefly’s 
youngeft brother, aged fixteen. .: 
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us ill adapted to the condition of the colonics, and 
upon principles deftruGtive to the trade | 
vf Great Britain. of: who denied the right, of 
taxation were not-fo numerous: but they confifted - 
of fome of the moft diftinguifhed and popular cha- 
raéters in the kingdom. ough this affair was at- 
tended to by the houfe with the moft unwearied ap- 
posseon, yet the nature of their enquiries, the-num- 
er of petitions they received, and the multitude of 
ettg and witnefles they had to examine,. occa- 
_ honed great delay, which could not eafily be avoided. 
In the mean time there were continual debates, and 
the oppofition made the moft firenuous efforts for 
enforcing the ftamp a&, and by every means to pre- 
vent the repeal. . Two queftions arofe in the courfe 
of the conteft upon which the whole argument turn- 
ed. The firft was, whether the legiflature of Great 
Britain had @ right of taxation over the colonies or 
not? The fecond was confined to the expediency 
or inexpediency of the late laws. 

The arguments againft the right of taxation were 
fupported by the learned authorities of Locke, Sel- 
den, Harrington, and Puffendorf. And it was af- 
ferted, that the charters of the colonies, which «re 
derived from prerogatives, and are, in faé& only fo 
many grants froya the crown, are not the only right 
the colonies have to being reprefented before they 
are taxed, They, as Britifh fubje&s, derive their 
rights and liberties from a higher origin than their 
charters. They flow to them from the {ame origin 
and, fountain which confer them on all Englifhmen, 
from Magna Charta, and the natural right of the fub- 
je&. By that rule of right, the charters of the co- 

Jonies, like all other crown-grants, are to be reftri@- 
ed and interpreted, for the benefit, not the prejudice 
of the fubjetts. Many othcr arguments were adopt- 
ed, and feveral inftances brought from ancient hif- 
tory, of the condu@ of fome of the moft cclebrated 
republics, with rafpe& to their colonies ; and like- 
wife of colonies which outgrew their mother coun- 
tries, fuch as Carthage, the northern emigrants, &c. 
Precedents were alfo quoted from events in the Unit- 


* In debating upon this fubjeé, Mr. Pitt declared his 
Opinion, that Great Britain had no right to lay a tax upon 
the colonies, though he affertcd the authority of Great 
Brifain over them to be fovereign and fupreme in oa) 
cafe of legiflation. In fupport of this opinion he faid, 
“ The colonifts are fubje&s of this kingdom, equally en- 
“ titled with yourfelves to: all the natural rights of man- 
“kind, and the peculiar privileges of Englifhmen. The 
“ Americans are the fons not the baftards of England. 
« Taxation is no past of the governing or legiflative pow- 
“er, Taxes spe the voluntary gift and the grant ot the 
“commons alone. In legiflation, the threc eflates of the 
*‘ zealm are alike’ooncerned, but the-concurrence of the 
** peers and the,crown to a tax, is only neceffary to clothe 
“at with the form ef a law. The gift and grant is of 
** the commons alone.—When in this houfe we give and 
ae we give and grant what, is out-ewn ; but in an 
oL. Ill. No. 105. 
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ed Netherlands and other place$, which fhould ferre- 
asa beacon to warn us from purfuing fuch meafures’ 
as accelerated thofe revolutions *. Gn he 

On the-other fide it was contended, that it was ne- 
ceflary to clear away from the queftion all that mals 
of differtation and learning, difplayed in arcuments 
which have been brought from {peculative men, who 
have written upon the fubje& of government : that 
the refinements upon that fubjc@, and arruments of 
natural lawyers, as Locke, Selden, Puffendorf, &e. 
are httle to the purpdfe in a queftion of conftitu- 
tional law: that it is: abfurd to apply verv ancient 
records to our prefent conititution ; becaufe the con- 
ftitution is not the fame ; and it is impoffible to de- 
clare what it was at fome of the times that are quot- 
ed: that there are things even in magna charta 
which are not conftitutional now, and t').t thofe re- 
cortls are no proofs of our conftitution a» it now is: 
that the conftitution of this country has «lw v been 
in a fluuating ftate, either gaining o¢ lofing fome- 
thing : that the reprefentation of the coamons of 
Great Britain was not formed into anv certain fyftem 
till Henry VII. that with regard to the mqjes of 
taxation, when we gct beyond the reigns of Ed- 
ward I. or King John, we are loft in obicurity, the 
hiftory of thofe times being entirely uncertain. 

It was alfo urged, that prote&ion is the ground 
that gives a right of taxation: that the obligations 
between the colonies and the mothescountry is natural 
and reciprocal, confifting of defence on the one fide, 
and obedience on the other ; and that common fenfe 
dictates, that they muft be dependent in all points on 
the mother country, or not belong to it in any de- 
gree; that the queftion is not, what was law? or 
what was the conftitution? but the queftion is, 
what is law now ? and what is the conftitution now ? 
That if a matter of right has been gencrally cxer- 
cifed, and as generally held to be law, as has been 
prores in numberlefs inftances, without having ever 

een queftioned before, it is now the conftitution, 
It was alfo obferved, that the colonies had proceeded 
to extremities ; and it was even infifted, that, by 


‘American tax, what do we do? We yéur majeity’s 

‘commons for Great Britain, give and grant to your ma- 
* jefty, what? Our own property? No, we give and 
. irk to your majefiy, the property of your majefty’s 
* fubje@s in America. It is an abfurdity in terms !” 

’ In the upper houfe, lord Camden averred; that taxation 
and reprefentation were infeparable: this. he faid, was 
no novelty ; it did not originate in Edward’s or in Hen- 
ry’s reign, but was coeval with the conftitution. There 
is not, he declared, a blade of grafs growing in the moft 
obfcure corner of this kingdom, which is not, which was 
not ever reprefented fince the beginning of the conftitu- 
tion: there is not a blade of grafs which, when taxed, was 
not taxed with the confenf of the proprietor ; he therefére 
refufed his afentto any bill for taxing the American colo- 
niey, while they remamed unreprefented, , , ° 

appoaiaig 


4U 


354 
* 18 * frown e) - f RB ive & bij 
ria to thay had abfolutely forfeited their 


charters, 

The debates beipg ended, and the queftion fated, 
the power of all the fegitl.ture of Great Britaia over 
her colonics, in all cafos whatfoever, and without 
any diftinétion in regard to taxation, was confirmed 
and afcertained without a divifion. , 

Not being difpirited, however, at the feeming tri- 
umph of the atverfe party, the oppofition gained 
new vigeur, and {till refifted the repeal in all the 
liages or its progrefs. 

So many inftances of the inexpediency of the 
ftamp duty bad already occurred, that the gacftion 
was confidered as no longer controvertible ; therefore, 
inftcad of entering into the merits of that part of the 
controverfy, thev refted their chief defence upon 
the refolutions, on which the late bill for fecari 
the dependency of the colonies had been foun 
They argued thence, that the total repeal of the 

act, while fuch an obftinate refiftance conti- 
mucd, would for the future weaken the authority of 
Great gBritain. and make it appear coutemptible « 
that frch a fubmiflion of the fi flature 
would be in etlect a furrendcr of their apcient un- 
alienable rights, to fabordinate provincial affem- 
bles, eftabhihed only by prerogative ; which in it- 
felf had no fuch power to beow ; that a on 
of this nature carried with {uch an appearance of 
weaknels and timidity im government, as myght tend 
to encourage freth infults, and Jefiea the refpe& of 
hus majcitv's fabje&s to the ag cd of his crown, and 
the authority of the Jaws. y other arguments 
were in order to manifaft the heavy burthens 
with wich the mother country was loaded; the 
ability of the Americans ; their exemption fram all 
manner of texation; and their peresiptory and re- 
fra@tory refufal to contribute in any degree towards 
defraying the public ed palnie Thele arguments 
were ftrongly appofed, and on the qnaftion being put, 
the bill pafied by 3 majority of one hundred and 
eight, and was carried upto the lords by above two 
hundred members of ‘the houfe of commons. Not- 
withRanding the manner in which jt was introduced, 
it met with a ftrong oppofition in the u houfe ; 
2 proteft was entered againf it at the ferond reading 
by thirty-three lords, and at the third by twenty- 
eight ; but it was carried by 2 majority of thitty- 
four : and on the eightecath of March received t 
xoyal affcut *. 

‘Fhe natinsal bufinefs being sow Ginithed, his ma- 
jelly went to the houde of on the fixteerith of 
June, aud terminated the with a fpvech from 


*® The Ainerican merchants altended in great numbers 
@pon this occaien, to aha their joy and gratitude ; 
the fhips in the river diiplayed their colours; feveral 
Gheuies in the city were illuminated ; and every method 


tell 
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the thrgne;-in which he declared, that ®* 3: was with 
the utmoft fatisfaGion he hed obferved the wifdom 
and. moderation by which the parliament had been 


uniformly guided, th the important delibera- 
tions in which they ‘ad been soquges|" His ma~ 
Jetty alfo oblerved, that “ Fhe many rogulations 
which had been made for exteading and promoti 

the trade and manofaftures of Great Britain, a 

for ing the mutual intercourfe of bis kingdoms 
and plastations, in fach a manner as to provide for 
the of the colonies, on a plan of due 
fubordination to the commercial interefts of the mo- 


his dominions.” He added, ‘** That it fhould be his 
endeavour, that fuch care be taken, as might tend 
‘to fecure and improve the advantages which might 
be expested from fuch wife and’ falutary regula- 


‘uons, 

Soon after the rifing of the parliament his majel- 
pagar oll to make the following change in 

minifiry : nips agian sentir 00 WAS 8 

pointed firft lord of the treafary in the room of the 
Marquis of ceria red the earl of Shelburne fuc- 
ceeded the duke, of Richmond as fecretary of yiate ; 
lord Camden wes created lord high chancelfor, as 
facceffer of the eart of Northington, as was the ho- 
able Charles Townfhend chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, in the room of the right honourable Wil- 
kam Dowdefweil ; and the right honourable William 
Pitt, who fome days before hed been created vif- 
count Pynfent aod earl of Chatham, was appointed 


gee aye feal. 

immoderate price of provilions ut this time 

oceafioved.a commotion smong the poor in feveral 
s 3 When they Gestro' ur- 

parts of the ki hen they deftroved the fio 

mills, feized the corn, and other peceflarics of life, 


wantonly fcattered the corm about, feixed butter, 
cheelo, 4 of the inhebitants, 
which they threw into the ftrects; and behaved in the 
moft outrageous manner to the ale signi of the 
food they were thus demolifhing. To prevent the 
dreadful confrquences which might enfue, a procla- 
mation was iflued on the cleveuth of September ; for 
putting in execution the laws againft forcftalling, re- 
Grating, and of corn. Aud on the twenty. 

; the fame month two other proclamatiogs ; 
by the firf of which an embargo was laid on all ve 
fole laden, or to be laden, with wheat or flour for 
exportation, till the fourteenth of November ; and 


tained of his majefty’s goodnefs, and the wittlom of 
hament, ie concilisting the minde of the people ot bie 
critical junGure. i‘ 
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the other prohibited the diftillation’ of fpirits from 
wheat *, 


The parliament meeting on the eighteenth of No- 
vember, his majefty opened the feflion with a fpecch 
from the throne. As the minifiry had been recently 
changed, ftrong oppofition was made to every thin 
propofed by adminiftration. Some of the difvarded 
minifters had the effrontery to 
and even excufe the rioters, who ha 
fuch difturbancea in diferent parts of the kingdom. 
It was, however, at length agreed upon, by a confi- 
‘derable majority in both houfes, that addrefles of 
‘thanks fhould be prefented to his majefty for his 

ch, which being done, they adjourned till after 

e holidays. 

An obje& of magnitude attra&ted the notice of par- 
liament this feflion, refpeéting the Eaft India Com- 
panv, which was become extremely-ich, and even ex- 
ercifed 3 fovereign authority over their fettlements. 
To all judicious minifters fuch a cincumftance mutt 
have been very alarming ; and therefore 2 committee 
‘was appointed to examine into the particulars of the 
affair. The charter of the eoerey ordered to 
be produced, and that a perfeé& knowledge might 
be obtained of whatever related to their tranfaGtions, 
they were obliged to lay before the honfe the ori- 
ginals of fuch treaties as they had entered into with 
‘the princes of the Eaft; and alfoan account of all the 

sexpences incurred by the government for the HN 
“of the company +. Bythe charter granted to the Kaft 
India company, they were prohibited from makin 
any conquefts ; and yet it was certain that they ha 
fubdued fuveral of the prices in India, and annexed 
‘their dominions to their own fettlements. The difputes 
between the partizans for and aguinft yer nagael 
were carried on with intemperate zeal, the refult of 
which was, that the company fhould, forthe fpace 
of two enfuing years, pay a certain fum to govern- 
gent; and that no dividend of the ftock fhould be 
anade without the confent of a general court of pro- 
prietors, On the twenty-fourth of June his majefty 


* On the firft of Odober her royal highnefs Caroline 
Matilda, his majefty’s youngeft fifter was married to the 
king of Denmark at the chapel royal at St. James’s, the 
duke of York being prosy for the Danith hing. On the 
following morning, her tigjefty fet out fiom Chailton- 
houfe for Harwich, accompanied by his royal highncfs the 
duke of Gloucefter, lady y Boothby, and count de 
Bothmar, her majetty’s vice-chamberlain. The nest day 
her majefly embarked with her whole retinue, and on the 
cighteent landed at Altena, amidit the acclamations of 
her fubjeéts. Her marriage portion was one hundred thou- 
fand pounds... 

+ thin was a difagrecable circumftance to the pro- 
prictors.of the Ealt India flock; and what was {till worfc, 
all thefe s were printed and publifhed. The quef- 
tion ftated by adminiftration was, ‘* What right had the 
Fait indie company to territorial jurifdiGtion ?” 

¢ On the twenty-feventh of September, captain Wrot- 
efley arrived fiom Monaco, a lowa of Genes in ltaly, 
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went to the houfe of peers, and, after figniag fuch 
bills as were ready, Lead ye arliament f. 
The attention of Europe was this year dire@ted 
to Corfica§, an ifland of the Mediterranean, at a 
es {mall diftance from the ifland of Sardinia. It 
is fertile and populous, and fome centuries ago had 


: been given by the ag to the republic of Prfa; but 
vires to palliate, 
given rife to | 


the Genoefe afterwards obtained poffeffion of it, and 
for many years treated the mbhabitants with great 
cruelty, The fpirit of liberty, however, was not 
extiné, it wanted only the breath of a hero to kindle 
it, and fuch an hero was found in the perfon of the 
famous Paoli, ¢ native ofthe ifland ;- but who had 
travelled into other countries, where he had acquired 
the art of war. 

His majefty repaired to the houfe of peers, on the 
twenty-fourth of November, and opened the feflion 
with a fpecch from the throne, in which he informed 
the members that he had affembled them at fo early 
a period, to give them time to deliberate with ftea- 
dioe’s and diferetion ; and, in particular, he recom- 
mended to them the ftate of the nation with refpe& 
to the high price of providions. The bufinefs of 
this feflion being brought to a conclufion, on the 
tenth of March, his majefty appeared at the houfe 
of peers and thanked the parhament, for the many 
fiznal proofs they had given him of their affe@ionate 
attachment to his perfon, family, and government ; 
concluding with the following words: ‘ In the ap- 

roaching eleétion of reprefentatives, I doubt not 

ut my people will give frefh proofs of their attach- 
ment to the true interelt of their country ; which I 
fhall ever receive as the moft acceptable mark of their 
affeétion to ne. The welfare of all my fubjef&s is my 
firft objeGt. Nothing therefore has ever given me 
more rea] concern, San to fce any of them, in anv 
el of my dommions, attempting to loofen thofe 

nds of conttrtutional fubordmation fo eftntial to 
the welfare of the whale; but it 1s with much fatis- 
fa&tion that I now fee them returning to a more pro- 
per fenle of what is their own iutcreft, no lef thaa 


with intelligence of the death of the duke of York, on the 
fev ecnteenth of the fame month, about eleven in the morn- 
ing. The body was afterwards interred im the royal 
vault in Henry the VII's chapel. 

§ Which ha. now acquired celebrity by giving birth to 
Bonaparte, the grand adventurer, and frimer Confid of 
Fiance. 

The new year 1768 began with a very fevere froft, 
which aggravated the calamity of the lowe: claffes of the 
people, who wercalready much diflreffed from the exorbi- 
tant price of food. On the ninth of January, the river 
below London bridge, prefented the appearance of a ge- 
neral wrech; fhips, boats, &c. lying in a confufed and 
{caticred manner; fome on hore, and others injured or 
overfet by the ice. Afith-beat was difcovered near Dept- 
ford creek, jammed in by the icc, and all the people in 
it were froacn to death: one of whom, a youth of fevene 
teen, was found fitting ere@, and had all the appearance 
of being pertectly alive. 

their 
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ther duty, infifpenfibly requires ‘of them; and 
the eby giving me the profpe& of continuing to 
rein over a happy, becaufean united people.” ‘The 
pirianext was then prorogued to the lat day of 
the mont’ ; but on the twelfth of April it was dif- 
foly -d by proclamation. 

We hive alveady obferved that Mr. Wilkes had 
retired to France. He had been refident in that 
kinedem for a confidcrable time; and, as he had 
thus neglected to appear to the indi&ments preferred 
acainfi him, he was declared an outlaw. Previous, 
however, to the general election he returned to Eng- 
land, and, to the great afionifhment of the public, 
declared himfelf a candidate to reprefent the city of 
London in parliament. Not fuececding in this’ at- 
tempt, he became a candidate for the county of Mid- 
dlefex, and on the twenty-cighth of March was ele&- 
ed by a very coufiderable majority *. 

The general election was carried on with great 
Impctuofity, ‘and violent contefts enfued in ‘many 
provinces. Nor did the diforders, which arofe 


* On the twentieth of the fame month he furrendered 
himfelf to the court of King’s Bench, and on the twenty- 
feventh was committed to the King’s Bench prifon, Soon 
after his trial came on in that court, and being found 
guilty, he received the following fcentence: That for the 
republication of the North Briton, No. XLV, he should 
pay a fine of five hundred pounds, and be imprifoned ten 

ender months; and for publifhing the “ kffay on Wo- 
man,” that he fhould likewife pay a fine of five hundred 
pounds, and be imprifoncd twelve calendar months, tobe 
computed from the expiration of the former imprifonment,, 
and that he afterwards fhould find fecurity tor his good 
behaviour for feven years, hhimfelf in the fum of one thou- 
fand pounds, and t-vo fureties in five hundred each.” 

+ The mott fatal of the difturbances at this time was 
that which happened in St. George's fields on the tenth 
of May, an 1 evinced the rafh violence exercifed againtt 
the peopie on account of their attachment to Mr. Wilkes, 
then a prijoner in the King’s Bench. The particulars 
of this remarkable affair were as follows: The parliament 
being to affemble on that dav, great numbers of le 
afembled about the prifon, ex ting that Mr. Witkes 
would, on that account, obtain his liberty, and intending 
to condud him to the houfe of commons. Finding them- 
felves difappointed, they grew tumultuous, and a party 
of the third regiment of guards was fent for. The riot 
was much increafed by a paper, that had been ftuck 
againft the wall of the prifcn, which was forcibly taken 
down by one of the juftices for the Borough. The 
pulace infifted on the refforation of this paper, which the 
juftice not regarding, the tumult became extremely vio- 
fent; the drums beat to arms, and the rict a&t was read, 
during which great quantities of flones and filth were 
thrown by the populace. William Allen, a youth, fon of 
Mr. Allen, keeper of the horfe-fhoe inn, in Blackman- 
fireet, Southwark, being purfued with others, was un- 
fortenately fingled out, rancoroufly purfued by three 
foldiers, and thot dead, Thefe meafures not having any 
tendency to difperfe the mob, an additional number of 
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an this ogcafion, fubfide with it. A general dit 
fatisfaftion prevailed among the lower- orders of 
the people, partly from other .caufes. The riotous 
affemblics of the weavers, coal-beavers, and failors, 
kept the capital and its environs in continual alarm. 
From fome unknown caufe, joft at this period, the 
civil power {éemed to lofe its force and ‘energy, and 
too frequently to give occafion for the dangerous in- 
terpofition of a military force in its fupport: the 
unhappy effeéts of which arc flill recent in the minds 
of many of the prefent age +. 

On the tenth of May the members of the’new par- 
Jiament formally took ,their feats in the houfe: and. 
the following day the commons having re-chofen Sir 
Jobn Cuft {or their fpeaker, prefented him to the 
lords commiflioners for their approbation, who were 
pleafed in his Majefty’s name to approve their choice, 
After which the lord chancellor opened the feflion 
with a fpeech, by virtue of his majefty’s commiffion, 
A joint addrefs was prefented by the lords and com- 
mons to his majefty on this occafion, befeeching him 


the guards was fent for, as alfo a party of horfe grena- 
diers; but the people becoming ftill more numerous, they 
were fired on by the foldiers, when five were killed upon 
the fpot, and about fifteen wounded. .Among the latter 
were iwo women, one of whom afterwards died in St. 
Thomas’s hofpital. The following day an inquifition was 
taken by the coroner for Surry, on the above William. 
Allen, when the jury gave their verdi@, that Donald 
Maclaine was guilty of wilful murder, and Donald Mac- 
laury, and Alexander Murray (the lait of whom was com- 
manding officer) were aiding and abetting therein. This 
inqueft was held at the houfe of Mr. Allen ; and it ap- 
eared on examination, that the deceafed was only a 
peftator, and on feeing fome perfons run, he ran_alfo, 
but was unhappily miftaken, and followed by the foldiers 
into a cow-houfe, where he was fired at. Maclaury and 
Murray were adalitted to bail, but Maclaine was commit- 
ted to prifon for the murder. He was afierwards tried at 
the Surry aflizes at Guildford, and acquitted. Two other 
inquifitions were taken in the Borough on perfons killed 
by the foldiers in this riot; one on the body of Mary 
Jeffs, who having a bafket with oranges, was thot in re- 
moving them; the other on William Bridgman, who was 
fhot on the top of a hay-cart, as he was objerving fome of 
thefe outrages at a diftance; on both thefe inquifitions, 
the jury brought in their verdi@ ‘ Chance-Medley.” 
The populace were alfo much irritated by the grant 
of the royal pardon to two rioters, who had been con- 
vied of sourder, at the eleétion for Middlefex, to fuc- 
cead Mr. Cooke their late member now deceafed. The 
court recommended this clemency, as it did not clearly 
appear to the beft chirurgical judges, that the blow, 
which fgme confidered as fatal, did occafion the death 
of the fuppofed murdered perfon. ra 
The fpirit of revenge againft the fupporters of govern- 
ment in the late proceedings, was carried to a cunfider- 
able excefs. Gillam, the magiftrate, who authorifed the 
guards to fire, was indi@ed for murder; but the jury 
acquitted him on the evidence for the profecution. 
to 
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to ¢xert his anthority for fippreffing the diforders 
and tumults which prevailed to fo ing a de- 
gree ; at the fame time affuring his majefty, that no- 
thing fhould be wanting on ther ae which might 
enable him to maintain the public authority, and 
carry the laws into due execution ; and foon after an 
end was put to this fhort feffion*. 

The king of Denmark arrived at St. James's, on a 
vifit to his majefty, on the eleventh of Auguft. He 
was attended by moft of his great officers of ftate, 
and the utmoft refpe& was fhewed him by all ranks 
of people. But nothing lefs than the woof unbound- 
ed diiiipation feemed to have taken place. His 
Danifh majefty gave orders for a mafquerade, which 
was one of the moft magnificent that had ever been 
fecn in England ; and while the neceffary prepara- 
tions for it were making, he vifited Cambridge, 
where he was elegantly entertained in the hall of 
Trinity College. From thence he procecded to 
York, Leeds, and Manchefter ; and on his return to 
London, paffing through Oxford, he was met by the 
whole univerfity in proceffion. When he arrived at 
the fenatc-houie, the public orator cemplimented 
him in a moft elegant latin {fpeech, to which his ma- 
jefty replied in the fame language. He was then 
prefented with a diploma as doétdr of the civil and 
canon laws, arid walked in honorary robes with the 
dofors and regents. Early in the month of Oéoher, 
his Danifh majefty left England; and nearly at the 
fame time, feveral changes occurred in the Englith 
mimiftry. 

In the courfe of this year, the French concluded a 
treaty with the republic of Genoa of a very extraor- 
dinary nature, and fuch as ought to have been op- 
pol by all the maritime ftatcs of Europe. The 

orficans ftill continued to defend thofe rights which 
the Genoefe fought to deprive them of ; and the lat- 
ter, defpairing of ever reducing them to fubjcétion, 
agreed to give up that valuable ifland to the French 


* On the nineteenth of May, the princefs Louifa Anne, 
fecond fifter to his prefent mayefty, paid the great debt 
of nature. 

+ The earl of Shelburne had fent a letter to the gover- 
nor, compluining of thefe abufes, and it was read in the 
epen affembly of the reprefentatives. This occationed 
moft violent debates; and fome of the members. declared, 
that the governor had miffeprefented their conduét to the 
miniftry. They denied the charges in the letter, and 
wrote to the ear! of Shelburne on the fubjett, vindicating 
themfelves, and fixing the whole blame on the governor, 
At the fame time, the merchants at Bofton ordered their 
agent to reprefent to the lords of the treafury, that unlefs 
thefe duties, which had occafioned fo much mifchief, 
were taken off, the trade of the province would be de- 
ftroyed, as they fecmed contrary to the fpirit of the con- 
{titution, and inconfiftent with their charter Their re- 
prefentations occationed the eftablidhment ef a new of- 
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king, upon condition of his fending an army thither 
to fubdue the people. 

Great _difturbances happened in Amcrica on ac- 
count of fone duties which hid been impofed on 
glufs, falt, and other commoditie, imported from 
Kngland. It was thought that the reneal of the 
ftamp aé& would have given fome fatisfation to thefe 
people, but they ftill infifted that it was their inhe- 
rent privilege to tax themnfelves. At Bofton the 
people affembled ina large body, and entered into 
f-veral refolutions not to import any goods of a fu- 
perfluous nature, but to be regulated by the firiGteit 
ceconomy, both in apparel and furniture. A fub- 
{cription was opened for the encouragement of their 
own nmianufaétures, and the eftablifhment of new’ 
ones. The freeholdcrs, and all the inhabitants of 
Maffachufett’s Bay, had repofed the greateft confi- 
dence in their reprefentatives, and a continual con- 
teft exified between them and their governor +. 
Governor Barnard had diffolved the affembly of re- 
prefentatives, aud new ones having been chofen, he 
infifted on their making a public ae to declare their 
difapprobation of the conduét of the late affembly. 
They, however, requefid to fee a copy of the go- 
vernor’s inftructions, which was granted them; and, 
to their aftonithment, they found, that if they re. 
fufed to comply with his requeft, they were to be 
diffolved, al an account of their condu& tranfmit- 
ted to England, to be laid beforg the next feffion of 
parliament. Thi» fet the whole colony ma flame; 
and when the bill was brought in to pals a cenfure 
on the condu& of the lat aflembly, nincty-two voted 
againft it and no more than feventecn for it. The 
reft of the colonies took the alarm, and followed their 
example ; while combinations were formed almoft 
every where not to take any goods from England, 
except fuch as were abfolutely neceflary. 

The complaints among the people of Bofton now 
broke out into open iaiace a {hip having landed 


ficer, who was to aét as feoretary of ftate for the colonies 
in America; and the firft perfon appointed was the earl 
of Hillborough, at that time firft lord of trade. His 
lordthip’s firft act, in this new chara@ter, was to fend cir- 
cular letters to the de of the provinces, informing 
them, that his majefty was highly difpleafed at the con- 
duét of the people, as it tended to create contufion, and 
to throw every thing into the utmoft diforder. He faid, 
their conduct in oppoting the legiflative power of Great 
Britain was little better than an aét of open rebellion ; 
for, by giving encouragement to fuch practices, the go- 
vernment would be overturned, and the laws totally dif- 
regarded. He concluded by recommending to them to 
preferve the public peace, by punifhing all diforders of 
an evil tendene 3 but as to mere oppolitign in words, or 
in fcandalous libels, they were to treat them, with the 
contempt they deferved. 
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‘a cargo or wine, and taken on board another of oil, 
without paving any attention to the new laws bv 
which the new cuftoms were to be regulated, the ofli- 
cers difplived a fignal to the Romney man of war, 
who inftantly fent her boats ; and having cut down 
the maits of the’ trading veffel, hawled her alongfide 
ofthe king’s thip. This was fo highly refented by the 
»opulace, that they rofe in great numbers, demo- 
Fitted the habitations of the cuftom-houfe officers, 
feized the commitlioner’s boat, dragged it on fhore, 
and daringly fet it on fire. While thefe difor- 
ders continued in the town, the governor diffolved 
the aflembly ; but that meafure had not the defired 
efieét, fur the difturbances increafed daily ; two re- 
giments were therefore fent over from Ireland to fup- 
port the civil power. Their place of rendezvous 
twas to be at Halifax in Nova Scotia; and no fooner 
had the people of Botton received intelligence that 
they were Janded there, than they aflembled and 
chofe a prefident from among themfelves, who was 
deputed to wait on the governor, to know for what 
reaion, or with what view, his majefty’s forces were 
to be fent among them. They defired, at the fame 


time, thata general aflembly might be fummoned to ; 


Teet ; but he refufed to give them eny iatisfa&tory 
anfwer, barely informing them, that it was their 
duty to break up their tumultuous meetings, and 
fubmit quietly to the laws. He added, however, 
that as they feemed ignorant of the offence they had 
committed, he muft take the liberty to affure them, 
that, unlefs they fubmitted to the government, he 
fhould be obliged to treat them as rebels, 


| 


| 


| patched to oppofe this formidable alliance ; and a 


From this moment he refufed to receive any meffa- | 


from them ; in confequence of which they fent a ' Allv difplayed a 


ong detail of their grievances to London, to be laid be- ' 


fore the miniftry. In the mean time, the tranfports, 
withthe two regiments, anda train of artillery, arrived 
from Halifax, and were quartered in the houfes of the 
townfinen ; but as the military laws did not extend 
to America, any farther than providing barracks for 
them, it was ordered by the governor, that they 
fhould have barrack provifions, that they might be as 
litle burthenfome to the people as poffible. This 
part of the governor's condué gave general fatisfac- 
tion to fuch of the people as wert moderate in their 
fentiments, but 2 great majority were ftill difcon- 
tented. They could not behold, without jealoufy, 
an armed force quartered sas, Heide in time of 

ce; but with refpect to their late combinations, 

y confidered them as efforts to maintain their free- 
dom. 

During ths time, England was not wholly free 
from coumotion. The diffatisfied coal-beavers, and 
the failors, occafioned fome difturbances in the en- 
virons of the metropolis; and in Lincolnfhire, and 
tome of the other provinces, frequent .riots were 
exp-tienced, Parliauentary elections difiarbed the 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


neace Of the inhabitants, by their acrimony and vies 
ence, The renewed appearance of Wilkes inflamed 
the animofity of the oppofite fa@ions. Though an 
outlaw, he offered himfelf a candidate to reprefent 
the city of London; but, being unfuccelsful in thap 
attempt, he foon after declared himfelf a candjdate 
for the county of Middlefex, of which he was chofen 
reprefentative. The citizens, at the command of 
the rabble, illuminated their houfes on this occafion; 
and uproar and outrage continued for two nights, 
Wilkes afterwards furrendered himfelf to the proper 
officers, and was committed to the King’s Bench 
prifon ; and, his outlawry being reverfed for infor- 
malitv. he was fentenced on the two verdia@s, ta 
imprifonment for a year and ten months, and to ay 
a fine of five thoufand pounds, He was further en- 
Joined to produce recognifances for his inoffenfive 
behaviour, in five hundred pounds each. 

Affairs now began to aflume a new form in the 
Faft Indies ; and it was even feared that a revolution 
would take place to the difadvantage of the Englith 
Eaft India company, whofe ftock was now advanced 
to an aftonifhing height. Hyder Ally, a man who 
had ferved fome time as a common dildier, having 
received an affront from his officer, quitted the army 
and raifed a chofen band of followers, with a view of 
driving the Englith out of all their fettlements in that 
part of the world. Having brought over the Nizam 
of the Decan to his interett; and having raifed a 
large body of forces, he prepared to take the field, 
Colonel Smith, in the company’s fervice, was dif. 


mott defperate engagement enfued, in which Hyder 
i the courage and condu& of the 
moft confummate general. He madc his difpofitions 
with fo much prudence, that it was no eafy matter 
to attack him. The Afiatic general rode from one 
place to another, to encourage his men ; but at laft 
they gave way, and the Englith continued purfuin 
them with great laughter. All their cannon an 
ammunition fell into the hands of the Englith, befides 
a vaft quantity of treafure ; and the Nizam percciv. 
ing the danger he was in‘ from his conne&ions with 
Hyder Ally, concluded a peace with the company. 
This, however, did not terminate the war ; for H yder, 
Ally finding himfelf deferted by the Nizam, trans 
ferred the feat of war into a mountainous part of the 
country, where it was extremely difficult to attack 
him, as he was thoroughly acquainted with all the 
paffages and defiles, and could defend himfelf even 
againft a great fuperiority of numbers, 
war was now vigoroufly profecuted in Car- 
fica ; for though the French had landed there with a 
numerous army, the brave iflanders difputed the 
ground with t with fteadinefs and refolution. 
Paoli had entertained hopes of affittance from Eng- 
land, aad, for that purpofe, fent intelligence of his 
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diftrefs to our miniftry by Mr. Bofwell, a young gen- 
tleman with whom he had become acquainted on his 
travels; but receiving no affiftance, he had nothing 
to rely on but the juftice of his caufe, and the bra- 
very of his countrymen. At firft the French obtain- 
ed fume very confiderable advantages ; but the Cor- 
ficans deftroyed fuch vaft numbers of them in ftrag- 
gling parties, that had they not been continually re- 
inforced by frefh fuccours, the whole army that firft 
landed, would have been totally cut off. The Cor- 
ficans concealed themfelves, in caves and buthes, 
near the roads where the enemy were accuftomed to 
pafs, and galled them fo much that many of them 
deferted, while fuch as fell into the hands of the 
Corficans as prifoners, were inftantly put to death. 
Paoli, who {till cherifhed the idea of affiftance from 
Fngland, as well as from fome of the other European 
powers, convened an affembly of the Corfican chiefs, 
to deliberate on the moft proper methods to be 
adopted in the profecution of the war. He laid be- 
fore them all the papers which the French had cauf- 
ed to be diftributed throughout the ifland ; but no 
fooner did the chiefs perceive that they were confi- 
dered as vaffals to the crown of France, than they 
tore them into a thoufand pieces, Though this cam- 

aign was but-fhort, vet fo great was the lofs the 
f rench fuftained, that, notwithftanding the reinforce- 
ments which were daily tranfmitted to them, they 
were on the point of being totally difperfed. 

Fhe Englifh miniftry were thrown into fome con- 
fufion by the death of Mr. Townthend, chancellor 
of the exchequer. Asa change in the miniftry was 
the natural confequence : lord North was appointed 
chancellor of the exchequer, Mr. Thomas Town- 
fhend, paymafter of the forces, ear! Gower prefident 
of the council, lord Wevmouth one of the fecreta- 
ries of ftate, and Mr. Rigby was nominated one of 
the vice-treafurers of Ireland. This parliament af- 
fembled on the twenty-fourth of November, when 
his majefty went to the houfe and opened the feflion 
with a fpeech from the throne, in which he expref- 
fed his wifhes that the parliament would profecute the 
confideration of thofe great commercial interefts which 
had been entered upon before, but which the fhort- 
nefs of the laft futfion had prevented from being 
brought to a termination. He animadverted on the 
condu@ of the Aanericans, and obferved, that the 
capital of one of the colonies was in an actual ftate of 
dijobedience, having proceeded to meatures fubyer- 
five of the conflitution, and attended with circum- 
ftances which manifefted a difpofition to diay ow 
their dependence on Great Britain ; but that he did 
not doubt; with their affiftance and concurrence, of 
being able to defeat the mifchievous defigns of thofe 


* Thefe refalutions clearly implied that all the aéts 
made in the different colonies, which tended towards 
throwing off the favereignty of the Britifh parliament, 
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turbulent incendiaries, who, undcr falfe pretences; had 
too fuccefsfully deluded numbers of his fubje&s in 
America ; and whofe praGlices, if fuffered to prevail, 
could not fail to produce the moft fatal confequences 
to his colonies immediately, and in the end to all 
the dominions of his crown. 

A very falutary bill was now introduced, which 
paffed both houfes, and received the royal affent. 
It prevented, fur a limited time, the exportation of 
corn, and gave infinite fatisfaétion to the public. 
Subfequent to this, the parliament took into confi- 
deration the ftate of Aablie affairs in America. A 
petition was prefented, figned by Mr. Danforth, 
prefident of the council of Bofton, praying a repeal 
of the revenue a&ts. The petition was fraught with 
modefty and humility, and contained a pronnfe, that 
if the aéts were repealed, the people would make 
an ample compenfation, by voluntary taxations on 
themfelves. Great debates arofe in both houfes re. 
fpe@ting the petition, thofe of the minifterial party 
adopting fimilar arguments to thofe which had been 
urged in the debate concerning the ftamp aft. The 
lords agreed to addrefs his majefty on the American 
affairs ; and their refolution, being adhered to by the 
commons, became the joint a& of both*. It was 
farther refolved, that the town of Bofton was in a 
ftate of great diforder and confufion, difturbed by 
riots and tumults of a dangerous nature, in which 
the officers of the revenue had heen obftruéted in 
the difcharge of their duty, and their lives endan. 
gered ; that ncither the council of the province, nor 
the magiftrates in general, had exercifed their au- 
thority for fupprefling thefe tumultuous proceedings ; 
that the execution of the laws would be render 
ed abortive, without the afliftance of a military force 
to fupport the civil power, and protect the officers 
of the cuftoms; and that the refolutions of the town 
meetings in Bofton were unconftitutional, and cal- 
culated to excite fedition and infurreétion againft 
the government. It was alfo agreed, that all thofe 
who had difpatched circular letters to the other co- 
lonies, .were ues the dignity of the crown, and 
had committed a daring infult on the Icgiflative 
power of Great Britain. His majefty was therefore 
defired to iffue a fpccial commiflion, to enquire 
into the caufes of thefe diforders as authorifed b 
the flatute of the thirtieth of Henry VIII. Thefe ar- 
guments were oppofed by the antiminifterialifts, It 
was obferved, among other things, that it was the 
duty of thofe in power to aaa the intereft of 
the people both at home aud abroad ; but if-fuch a 
meafure was carried into. execution, it would in- 
creafe the feditions complained of in the colonies, 
and confequently injure the trade of the mother 


were illegal, unconftitutional, and derogatory to the crow 
and dignity of his majefty, 


country, 
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eountry. They concluded by calling upon the mi- 
niltry to produce the perfoa, who ad advifed his 
majefty to enforce the ftatute above-mentioned. 

While the parliament were occupied on the affairs 
of America, Mr. Wilkes publifhed a letter written 
by lord Barrington, fecretary at war, to the juftices 
of the county of Surry, to which he prefixed an ?n- 
troduction * which greatly offended the houfe of 
lords, who voted it an infolent, fcandalous, and 
feditious libel, tending to inflame the minds of his 
majetty’s fubjects to fedition, and to a total fubver- 
fion of all good order and legal government.” The 
lords then complained to the commons, who con- 
firmed the vote of the peers, expelled Mr. Wilkes 
their houfe, and ordered a new writ to be iffued for 
the county of Middieiex : Mr. Wilkes was, however, 
unammouily re-chofen, and again expelled by the 
commons, who at the fame time pronounced him 
incapable of being a member of that houle. On the 
thirteenth of \pril a new election for the county of 
Middleiex came on at Brenttord. The candidates on 
this oecation were Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Luttrell, who had 
vacated his feat for the mere purpote of fuperfeding 
Mr. Wilkes), Mr. Seryeant Whitaker, and Mr. Roach, 
when Mr. Wilkes hada maiority of eight hundred 
and fiitv-feren votes: notwithftanding which he was 
reyected by the houfe of commons, and Mr. Luttrell 
tieclared duly clected +. A petition againft him was 
however daly preferred, and the houte confirmed the 
refolution in his favour. 

On the nmth of May, his majefty repaired to the 
Loufe of peers, and terminated the fefhion with a 
fpeech from the throne, in winch he told them, that 
every part of their conduct gave him the greateft ta- 
tisfaction. He applauded them in the warmeft man- 
ner for having atteuded with fo much care to the 
interefis of the people, and the fappretiion of rots 
and tumuim, wiach bad been fo frequent, not only 
in London, but in many parts of the country. 

In a few dave after, the freeholders of Middlefex, 
who thought themfelves particularly injured by the 
decifion of the houle of commons azantt Mr. 
Wilkes, in favour of Mr. Luttreil, pretcated a pe- 
ction to the hing: which comtaued a vers Jong 
exaggerate’ catalocue of er evance. rejative to In- 
fringements on the soniitution, from tee frit pro. 
fecunen of Mr. Wakes. to fis expultion from. the 
heatfe of cominons as suvieher tor Middleica : after 
winch the petit.us com sades as tollows : 


® hoth cefee pra cuneed this introducty 2 a feditious 
Vike’; aru certs gaeres, and others of which he had 
been astule cn sce’, wal wine h had difualified him 
from atti 1 fdas bias duc., U1 commons vol- 
ed bis capa’: a) 97 4 

PaAtthe oes. ton, Mr. Wile. was again re- 
turned by ue tacit 5 the votes in his © vour being 1243, 
to Zio: but,on » petition fram color! Luttrell, he was, 
alies a violent ccbate continucd to a very Jate hour 
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“6 Moft gracious Sovereign, 

“* Such are the grievances and apprehenfions which 
have long difeontented and difturbed the preateft 
and beft part of your majefty's loyal fubjeéts. Uns 
willing however, to interrupt your royal repofe, 
though ready to lay down our lives and fortunes for 
your majefty’s fervice, and for the conftitution, as 
by law eftablithed, we have waited patiently, ex- 
peing a conftitutional remedy by the means of our 
own reprefentatives: but our legal and free choice 
having repeatedly rejefed, and the right of 
elettion now finally taken. from us by the unprece- 
dented feating of a candidate who was never chofer 
by the county, and who, even to become a candi- 
date, was obliged fraudulently to vacate his feat in 
parliament ; under the pretence of an infignificant 
place, invited thereto by the prior declaration of a 
minifter, that whoever oppofed our choice, though 
with but four votes, fhould be declared member {for 
the county. We fee ourfelves, by this laft a@, de- 
prived even of the franchifes of Englifimen, reduced 
to the mott abject ftate of flavery, and left without 
hopes or means of redrefs, but from your majeity or 


‘¢ Deign then, mofi gracious fovercign, to hfen 
to the prayer of the moft faithful of your mujefiy’s 
fubjeéts; and to banith from your royal favour, 
truft, and confidence, for cver, thofe evil and per- 
Hicious counfellors, who ave endeavoured to sien 
ate the affeétion of vour mayefty’s matt fineere and 
dutiful fubjects, and whote fugygeftions tend to de- 
prive your people of ther deareft and moft effential 
rights, axl who have traiteroully dared to depart 
from the fpirit and letter of thofe laws which have 
fecured the crown of thete realms to the houte of 
Branfwick; in which we make our ecarnett pravers to 
God, that they may continue untarmihed to the Jatett 
potertty.” 

The city of London, and many of the counties in 
England, followed the example of Middlefex, and 

reicoted petitions and remonttrances to the throne ; 
nut the only anfwer thev received was, that his ma- 
jefty would not do any thing without the confent of 
his parhament f{. 

When the parliament met again, the feflion was 
opened by his mayefty with a fpeech from the throne ; 
in which no mention was made of the petitions and 
remonftrances from the different counties relative to 
the Middlefex ele@ion. The articles chiefly noticed 


(March third, 1769) declared duly cle@ed, 
Memoir S, 281. 

{ Since the acceffion of the prefent royal family, no 
public meafure had excited fo y- neral an alarm, or ucca- 
fioned fo univerfal a difcontent a. the prefent, nor war 
ever oppofed with more lirmuehs, nor debated with great- 
er ability. At the fac time a great numbir of maferly 
writings were publifhed, fo that the affair was t) oroughly 
difculled both within dours and without, 


Beljham’s 
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Were, the diftrafted flate of America, and the dif- 
temper which had broke out among the horned 
cattle. The former was, in the ftrongeft terms, 
recommended to their ferious attention, as a matter 
of the utmoft importance to the dignity of go- 
vernment. The other was mentioned as a moft dire- 
ful calamity, and every one was defircd to exert 
themfelves in endeavouring to impede the progrefs of 
the contagion *. 

Before any important bufinefs was undertaken, 
fome very remarkable changes occurred in the mi- 
niftry. ‘The feals were received from lord Camden, 
and the honourable Charles Yorke + was created 
chancellor in his room, but died in the courfe of 
three davs, and with his life he loft a peerage; a 
patent to confer that dignity on him, having been 
attually prepared: the chancery was then put into 
commiffion, the feals being delivered to baron 
Smythe, and the juftices Bathurft and Afton. The 
marquis of Granby furrendered all his places, ex- 
cept the royal regiment of blues, and was fucceeded 
as mafter of the ordnance by general Conway. The 
duke of Beaufort refigned the appointment of mafter 
of the horfe fo the queen; the earl of Huntingdon 
his fituation,of groom of the ftole; and the duke of 
Manchefter, with the earl of Coventry, their places 
of lords of the bed-chamber. Sir John Cuft, fpeaker 
of the houfe of commons, alfo refigned on account 
of his declining health ; and fir Fletcher Norton was 
chofen his fucceffor. The duke of Grafton re- 
figned his place of firft lord of the treafury, and 
was fucceeded by lord North, who had been fome 
time chancellor of the exchequer. 

An enquiry into the validity of the Middlefex 
eleQion now came before the commons; but, after 
intemperate debates, it was held, by a confider- 
able majority, that no court of law was to interfere 
refpetting any of their rules and orders. This mea- 
fure aftonifhed the whole nation, and many perfons 
began to confider the houfe of commons as a ftand- 
ing council for the crown. Nor was this important 


® This fpeech received the fevereft comments from 
the public in general, who fuppofed nothing fhould have 
been fo much dwelt on as the petitions and remon- 
Arances.. Ridicule was circulated with great freedom, 
efpecially asthe exiftence of the diftemper among the 
horacd cattle was not believed to be fo univerfal as had 
been reprefented. 

+ Mr. Yorke, fon of the late lord chancellor Hard- 
wicke, and a man of great profeffional ability, had given 
a pofitive affurance to the ear! his brother, that he would 
not upon eny terms, liften to the offers of the court: but 
bemg fent for by his majefty, and earnettly folicited, he 
tafhly confented, and a patent was prepare for his ele- 
vation to the peerage, by the title of lord Morden. 
Hearing of this circemftance, his brother afterwards re- 
fufed to admit him into his houfe. Agitated in his mind, 
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, fubje& agitated with lefs heat in the houfe of lords. 


The earl of Chatham, lord Camden, and many other 
peers, Bionee it with great ftrength of argument, 
and produced proofs from many of our law libraries, 
and parliamentary journals, that no fuch fiep had 
ever been taken, not even in the moft delpotic 
reigns. But, regardlefs of thefe arguments, minifte. 
rial intereft prevailed, and the proceedings of the 
houfe of commons, in the affair of the Middlefex 
ele&ion, were all jut and equitable. 

A bill was now in agitation, to difqualify certain 
officers of the revenues from voting for members of 
perliament ; but it was rejefted by a great majo. 
rity. The popular party having loft this motion, 
requefted thet all the papers, containing a lift of the 
expences of gosernment fhould be laid before them. 
After confiderable debates on the fubje&, tne mo- 
tion was rejeGted by a very great majority. 

The ftate of the colonies in America was next 
confidered. A petition had been prefented by the 
merchants trading to North America, pointing out 
the difficulties they laboured under in confequence 
of an aét, by which a duty ‘had been impofed on 
fome trifling articles exported from Great Britam ; 
and this had fo much exafperated the people, that 
they refufed to purchafe the goods, after they had. 
been conveyed thither at a confiderable expence. 
This affair being of a very ferious nature, the houfe 
took it into confideration and repealed every part of 
it, except what related to tea, which was ftill con- 
tinued. 

While the people in general were agitated by re- 
fle&ting on the confequenens that road robably re- 
fult from thefe meafures ; while individuals were feek- 
ing to promote their private interefts, and the go- 
vernment to eftablith its authority, a bill was brought 
into the houfe of commons by one of the leadin 
men in the oppofition, for regulating the sracoed: 
ings on controverted eledtions; a bill equally juft 
and popular, in which all the fubjeéts of Great Bri- 
tain were materially concerned}. While the houfe 

of 


and unable to endure the torture of his own reflexions, 
he, in a few hours, terminated his cxiftence. Belfham’e 
Mewoirs, i. 304. ; 

t The plan of this bill was confiftent with the firft 
principles of the conftitution ; and the outlines of it were 
as follow: when a petition was to be prefented, a day 
wag to be fixed for beating both parties, who were to 
attend with their witnetles and counfel; and if one hun- 
dred members were not prefent, they were to wait till 
fo many were prefent; when the names of the whole, 
though they fhould exceed that number, were to be put 
into fix boxes or glaffes, to be drawn alternately and read 
by the {peaker, till forty-nine are chofen; the fitting 
member and petitioner being permitted to choofe one 
each. Lifts were then to be given to the fitting mem- 
bers, the petitioner, i witnelfes, 8c. who, yin 
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of commons was engaged on this important fubj 
the city of London wet ia their imports ee 
framed another petition, addrefs, and remonftrance, 
to be prefented to his majefty, for redrefs of griev- 
ances in the affair of the Middiefex eleftion. fn this 
atdrefs it w2s exprefsly declared, that the houfe of 
commons had a&ted in the moft unconftitutional man- 
ner, and therefore they prayed that they might be 
diffolved ; and that they might be permitted to make 
a free choice. In anfwer to this, his majefty ip- 
formed them, that he had never done any thing but 
by the advice and confent of his ghaspl and 
therefore he could not comply with their requeft. 
Violent difputes arofe in parliament on this affair, 
and many opprobrivus expreffions were adopted on 
both fides. It was alledged that the citizens of Lon- 
don were the fupport of government on every occa- 
fion ; and that it had been the cuftom, time immemo- 
rial to contuit them on the mof imporeant matters ; 
to which the miniftry cooly antvereil that no affront 
had been offered to had citizens of London, nor any 
thing denied them, was not in its own nature im- 
proper to be granted. 

he city of Weftminfter petitioned exprefsly for 
an mmmediate diffolution of parliament. county 
ef York, and many other counties, cities, and opu- 
lent towns followed the example. A few counter- 
xddrefies were red by the court, and one from 
fome vefpeftable merchants of the city of London, 
who, im their proceffion to Saint James's, were 
grofsly infulted by the populace. The Riot A@ was 
réad at the palace te; and lord Talbot, in at- 
tempting to mter b, had the mortification uf har- 
ing hs aif of ofice broken in his hand. 

During the continuaxce of this feflion, feveral pro- 
pofals were made mt the houfe of lords, relative to 
the flate of affarrs in America, which were chiefly 
fupported bv the duke of Richmond. Thefe were 
introduced by fome fatirical ftriGures on the condu& 
of udminiftration. The ftate of America, he faid, had 
been recommended from the throne ina fpeech at the 
opening of the fefficn, and yet the feffion was almoft 
{pent, and nothing had been eficéed, though the bufi- 

was of the atmeft importance. The miniftry were 
now fenfible that they had been too rafh in recom- 
mending the cafe of America before any fettled plan 
had been direfied ; and ee to the 
utmoft, they faw no other method left than that of 
adjourning the debate till a future day, well know. 
ing that the parliament would be prorogued. 

On the nineteenth of May, the king went to the 
honfe of prer:, and clofed the feflion with a — 
from the throne, in which he sppkiaded both houfes 
for zealoufly fupporting the intereft and honour of 
the nation. He TTared them, that he fhouid on all 


the clerk, were ‘0 withdraw, and firike off one alter. 
astely, tilt the number thuuld be reduced t thirteen ; 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


occafions fpek the heppinels of his people, and that 
it thould be the fole obje& of his care, te watch over 
their interefts. He concladed, by recommending 
the prefervation of public peace, and the difcourag. 
ing fuppreffing all tamultuous mectings of 
peop | 


Advices were received from America, of a violent 
tumult at Bofton, originating from a quarrel between 
the foldiers, and the journeymen and apprentices 
belonging to the rope-makers, in which the former 
unfortunately fired the letter; when fome 
were killed and others wounded. Different accounts 
of this tranfaétion were tranfmitted to England; but 
one from captain Prefton, who happened to be cap- 
tain of the os on that day, appears to be the moft 
authentic. He obferved, that it was too notorious to 
be doubted, that the argwal of his majefty’s troops 
in Bofton was extremely difa to its inhabi- 
tants. That the themtelves were endeavour- 
ing to weaken the regiments by promoting defer- 
tions, and by propagatin faite refpedtin 
them. That on the arrival of the fixty-fourth aid 
fixty-fifth regiments, their ardour feemingly began 
to abate; but that the fame fpirit revived immedi. 
ately, when it was known that thofe regiments were 
ordered for Halifax. That after their cmbarkation, 
one of their juftices, from the feat of juftice, de- 
clared, ** That the foldiers muft now take care of 
‘* themfelves, nor truft too much to their arms, for 
“ they were but a handful.” That this alarming 
declaration was fucceeded by feveral difputes be- 
tween the inhabitants of the town, and the foldiers 
of the two regiments. At bength captain Prefton 
received al of a ee ee on the 
troups, and as he was irmg to the main guard, 
he be a number of cae saffening ane the 
cuftom-benfe. To ent plundering, hie fent a 
non-commiffioned ofhcer with twelve mén, and fol- 
lowed himfelf, The mob dared the foldiers to fire? 
He replied in the negative, but at that infiant a fol- 
dier exafperated by a blow, did a@tually fire. Re- 
peated provocations induced others to follow the 
aan eo the mob then difpericd, after three had 
been killed on the fpot, and feven or eight wounded. 
The captain was fome time after tried at Bolton, and 
honourably acquitted. 

In July a dreadful fire was difcovered in the great 
dock-yard at Portimouth. It burnt with the uimoft 
rapidity, and communicating itfclf with the hemp- 
boule and other offices, confumed cvery thing before 
it. Whether this was an accident, or the work of 
fome vile incendiary, bas not yct been difeovered. 
— indeed, pretended to have been 

in it, perticularly onc Dudley, who was 
afterwards tranfported for perjury; and snother, 
who, together with the two named by the parties, were 
eat eee ce oe ee eee 
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whofe name was Britain, has finee been convidied 
and cxecuted for for : 

The miferable inhabitants of Corfica now expe- 
rienced all the feverity of a French defpotic goyern- 
ment. Many of them ftill refufed to fubmit, and 
fuch of thofe unhappy people as were taken, were 
infiantly flain. Some of them were tranfported to 
France; but even here their fufferings were not ter- 
minated ; for fuch as were brought to that country, 
after a journey of fix hundred miles on foot from 
Marfeilles to Breft, were put on board feveral veffels, 
and fent as flaves to the Weft Indies. 

A war was on the point of breaking out this vear 
between Great Britain and Spain, the fource of which 
was thus ftated: in 1592, captain Davies, who com- 
manded an Enplifh man of war, failed to the South 
Seas, where he difcoyered fome iflands, fince called 
Falklands; but they were little noticed for upwards 
of a century, till commodore Anfon, in his voyage 
round the world, difcovered their importance to us, 
if they fhould be properly cultivated. In confe- 
quence of which, foon after the late peace, when 
lord Anfon prefided at the admiralty, he mentioned 
the affair in council, and it was prapofed to difpatch 
fome frigates to. vifit them. This feheme, however, 
not being condu&ed with becoming fecrecy, the Spa- 
niards got notice of it before it could be carried into 
execution ; and fuch remonitrances were urged by 
their ambaffador at our court, that it was laid afide. 
It was, however, again revived ; and, in 1764 com- 
modore Byron was difpatched with a {mall fquadron 
for the purpofe of naking difcovertes, and, if poi- 
fible, efiablith a fettlement on the coaft of Patagonia. 
Durr:g that voyage, he took poffeffion of Falklands 
Iflands, in the name of his Britannic majefty, with 
all the forms ufual on fimilar occafions. 

Abont this period, the French alfo engaged in an 
expedition to make difcoveries in the South Seas ; 
and the care of 1t was committed to M. de Bougain- 
ville, colonel of a regiment of foot. This gentle- 
man having equipped a frigate of twenty guns, with 
& floop to carry provifions, took on board one hun- 
dred {camen, and about one hundred and fifty other 
perfons, who chofe to try their fortune in that quar- 
ter of the world. The French thips fet fail from St. 
Malo, and a:rived at the Canaries, where they were 
kindly received and affifted by the Spaniards, From 
thence they proceeded to the river Plata, and took 
in frefh provifions, the Spaniards ftill continuing to 
treat them with every mark of refpeé&. At length 
they came to Falklands Iflands, where they formed 
an eftnblifhment, and cre&ted a fmall fort. The 


* A remarkable circumftance attended this fatal ca- 
taftrophe: the fire was difcovered in five different places 
at once, in confequence of which, ftrong fufpicions arofe 

more than one perfon muft have been concerned in 
it. Had this accident, or misfortune, happened during 
5 
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French adventurers had formed the moft fanguine 
hopes from the difcovery of thefe iflands, but they 
did not find them adequate to their expectations, 
and therefore formally yiclded them to the Spa- 
niards, ; 

The fettlement, which had been given un by the 
French to the Spaniards, was one oi the iiluids to 
the weft, and was called Port S«lidud; and Port 
Egmont, belonging to the Faglith, wa: one of the 
iflands to the eaftward. In 1769, we nai a fneate 
and a floop upon tint flation, and captain Hunt, in 
the Tamar frigate, being on a cruife, fell in with a 
Spanifh fchooner belonging to Port Solid d, and, 
purfuant to his orders, commanded th> Spanifh cup- 
tain to depart, as thefe iflands were the property of 
Great Britain. Two days afterwards, the captain 
came on board the Tamar frgate with a letter to 
captain Hunt, written by the governor of Port So- 
Hiled, informing him, that if he had been driven in 
there by ftrefs of weather, he was ready to atiord him 
every affiftance ; but if he came there in violation 
of the faith of the moft folemn treaties, he would 
adlvife him inftantly to depart. Captain Hunt, not 
in the leaft intimidated with thefe menaces, afferted 
his Britannic majcfty’s right to thefe iflands, and 
warned him to quit them, allowing him fix months 
for that purpofe. He claimed an exclufive right as 
being the firft occupants of a country which had 
been difcovered by their anceftors, in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth. The Spanith officer entered a for- 
mal proteft againft captain Hunt, and declared, that 
if he offered any infalt to the fettlement at Port 
Solidad, he fhould confider it as a breach of the 
peace, and tranfmit the particulars of it to Spain. 
Soon after this affair, two Spanifh frigates of confi- 
derable force arrived at Port Egmont, under pre- 
tence of procuring frefh water, and the commander 
in chief tranfmitted notice to captain Hunt, that he 
was aftonifhed to fee the Fnglith flag hoifted in an 
ifland that belonged to his maiter the king of Spain. 
He accufed captain Hunt of having violated the 
peace; declaring at the fame time, that he would 
feud the ftatement to the court of Madrid, that his 
mafter might affert his right to thofe iflands which 
had been affigned to him by treaty. 

Captain Hunt ftill continued to Espport his pof- 
feffion on the claim of right, juftified his conduét by 
the o.ders of his fovereign, and agaiu warned the 
Spanizrds to depart from thefe illands. The frigates 
continued cight davs at Port Egmont, and were fup- 
plied by the Englifh with water: the eaptain and 
officers behaved with civility, but declined appear- 


the raging of the war, it might have proved fatal to the 
nation in general; for the whole lofs, amounting to es 
wards of one hundred and fofty-nine thoufand pounds, 
could not have been replaced without great difficulty, till 
the parliament met, 
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ing on fhore, though they were frequently invited. 
As thefe tranfa&ions feemed to indicate an approach- 
lug rupture, captain Hunt fet fail for England, and, 
arriving at Plymouth, on the tlurd of June, fent an 
exprefs to the lords of the admiralty. The Swift 
and Favourite floops of war, of fixteen guns, were 
left _to take care of the fettiement; but the Swift 
having failed as far as the ftrcights of Magellan, was 
overlet, and fuch of the crew as could get into the 
boat, undertook a voyage of three weeks. which 
brought them to Port Lamont, after ex eriencing 
an innuincrable variety of hardfhips. Soon after 
captain Hunt's departure, five Spaniil: frigates ar- 
rived at Port Femont, and captain Fa, mer. the com- 
mandant, not doubting but they cam: with hoftile 
intentions. relolved to be upoa his guard. He ac- 
cordingly hoifted iis tag. which the Spinith com. 
modore ferng, fired two thots, and being atked 
what were his reafons for fo doing, he uid they were 
only by way of fignals. In che mean time captain 
Farmer wrote to the Spanith commodore, that as he 
had received the Yefrefhments he wanted, he was 
obliged in the name, and by the authority of his 
mafter, to commaud him to depart. and totally eva- 
cuate all thofe iflands known by the name of Falk- 
Jands. In anfwer to this Ietter, the commodore re- 
minded captain Farmer of his power, and mentiuned 
how eafily he could deftrov their defencelefs fettle. 
ment. He requcfted that le and the other Englith 
officers would not force him to extremities, but de- 
part quictly from the place, as the itland belonged 
to his mafter the king of Spain. 

The five fhips of war, with their attendant veflels, 
were furmfhed with all the apparatus neceffary for a 
fege, whea they appeared before Port Egmont ; 
when captain Farmer, knowing the place to be ut- 
terly untenable, fubmitted to a capitulation, by 
which be and his whole garrifun were permitted to 
evacuate the place, taking with them fuch of their 
flores as they were able. The Spanith commander, 
however, unwilling that very early intelligence of 
this outrage thould be conveyed to England, en- 
joined captain Farmer not to ‘fail without his per- 
miffion ; and, to enforce compliance, ordered the 
radder of captain Farmer's thip the Favourite, to 
be taken off, and kept on thore, and which was not 
reftored till after tue expiration of twenty days. 
A nioft unparalleled infult to the Britith flag !—The 
Favourite, being at sg mitted to depart, ar- 
rived fafe at Portfmouth, after a voyage feventy 
days. When the particulars of thefe extraordinary 
proceeding, were known in England, the whole na 
tion appeaicd int.zmed with refentment, and eager 
to avenge the national honour, thus daringly and 
grofsly violated. 

The minifiry feemed indeed to have taken the 
alarm at this intelliyence, and, as if confcious of 
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their negligence in kceping the navy on a refpc&able 
rata the only balwark of the nation, feGed: 
at Ivaft a degree of diligence in that important pur- 
fuit. Prefs-warrants had been iffued for raifing fea. 
men, but the legality of them was called in quettion, 
in many places. In the city of London, Mr, Crofby, 
the lord mavor, refufed to indorfe the prefs war. 
rants; Mr. alderman Wilkes difcharged a man who 
had been impreffed; and, though the opinion of 
counfel was taken on this important fubjed, yet 
among the more fenfible and judiciows, the praétice 
itfelf was confilered as inconfiftent with the nature of 
the Britith conftitution, and a dirc& violation of the 
charter of the city of London. 

The parliament affembled in November, 2nd the 


| feflion was opened by his majefty with a fpcech from 


the throne, in which he informed them that an infult 
had been lately offvred to the honour of this nation, 
by an act of the governor of Buenos Avres, in feizing 
one of his majefts's poffeffions; and that, fhould 
fatisfa@ion be refufed by the conrt uf Spain for this 


, Injury, preparation had been, and were ftill making 
| to do ourfelves juttice. 


Addreffes were prefented from both houfes on this 


| occafion, in a ftrain calculated to convince the court 
} of Spain that the Englith are ever refolute aud 


united in a common caule, in oppolition to a com 
mon and foreign cnemy. Warm debate: enfued on 
the fubje& of the fpeech and the addreffes ; and the 
duke of Richmond, in the houfe of lords, and Mr. 
Dowdefwell, in that of the commons, moved that 
ail the papers which had been fent to the minifiry 
fhould be produced ; but this the minitiry thought 
proper to evade. In defence of their condud, they 
urged that we were now cn in a negociation of 
the utmoft importance with the kingdom of Spam, 
by which it was expe&ed that matters would be 
brought to an accommodation ; that the honour and 
happinefs of two great nations were at fiake, and 
that if the papers were produced, all Europe would 
be made acquainted ith thofe fecrets which ought 
to be concealed till the event they related to had 
taken place, It was alfo afferted, that the fame day 
the intelligence arrived, a meffenger was difpatched 
to our ambaffador at Madrid to demand fatisfaction ; 
that difputes had now arifen between the two king- 
doms, on account of the ignorance or infolence of 
officers, while there was no intention of a quarrel 
between their refpettive governments; for in fome 
inftances our officers not been fufficiently cir- 
cum{pe& in their condu&. ‘That therefore in the 

t inftance, as well with regard to the honor 
as the intercft of the mtion, it was neceflary to de- 
mand fatisfaGtion, firft, ina peaccable manner, for 
nothing was more rcafonable than to enquire, whe- 
ther we had  warrantable right to refent before we 


commenced hoflilitics; otherwife it would be al. 
ledged 
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ledged .that we courted war. If the Spaniards 
were not to be yrged into juflice bv reafon, then 
they muft be compelled ; and adminiftration, though 
willing to avoid the calamitics of war, had prepared 
for the worft of the two events. The queftion was 
put, and the motion was rejefted by a great ma- 
jority. 

During the recefs of parliament, fir Edward 
Hawke refigned his place of the firft lord commif- 
fioner of the admiralty, and was fucceeded in that 
important office by the earl of Sandwich. About 
tle fame time, fome of thofe gentlemen who had 
been particularly attached to the late Mr. Grenville, 
and hid been among the moft violent of thofe in op. 
pofition, now crofled over to the fide of adminifira- 
tion. The earl of Suffolk was appointed kecper of 
the privy feal, as fucceffor to the earl of Hallifax, 
who fucceeded the carl of Sandwich as fecretary of 
Fate for the northern department. Several other 
changes took place; Mr. juftice Bathurft received 
the great feal as high-chancellor of Great Britain, 
and was created a peer of England, by the title of 
lord Apfley: Mr. de Grey, at that time attorney- 

eneral, was made chief juftice of the common pleas, 
in the room of fir John Wilmot, whp refigned: Mr. 
Thurlow was clevated to the dignity of attorney- 
rata and Mr. Wedderburne fucceeded him as 
obcitor, being at the fame time appointed coilerer 
tu the queen. 

On the twenty-{econd of January *, the parlia- 
ment again affembled, and on the very'fame day 
prince Maferaner, the Spanith ambaffador, figned the 
declaration with the earl of Rochford, fecrctarv of 
ftate for the fouthern department. By this declara- 
tion, the Spanifh sinha fader, in the name of the 
king his matter, difavowed the violenccs offered at 
Port Egmont ; and ftipulated that every thing fhould 
be reftored there, in as complete a manner as before 
the ~eduétion had taken i But, at the fame 
time, he declared, that this reftoration wes not in 
any degrce to affect the queftion, of the prior right 
uf his Catholic majefty to the fovereignty of thefe 
iNands; and by the acceptance, the performance of 
thefe ftipulations was to be confidered asa fatisfaction 
for the imjury done to the court of Great Britain. 

This tranfa@tion was immediately communicated 
10 both houfes of parliament, and copies of the do- 
cuments, were laid betore them. It was then moved, 
that all the papers relative to the convention thould 
be produced to the houfe, which was complied with, 
except ina fingle inftanee, that of w ithholkding fuch 
papers as contained the Spanish claims to Falklund’s 
IMands. This seehined a warm debate; but the 
winifiry fheltcred themiclves under a pretence that 
all the offices had been fearched, but no papers could 
be found. . 

A remarhable feene of corrupts was, about this 
time, difeovered, by the committee appointed to de- 
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termine contefted ele@ions ; and, in particular, that 
of New Shoreham, in Suffex. "The returning officer 
for that borough had returned a candidate with only 
thirty-feven votes, in preference to one who had 
eighty-feven, of which he doubted feventy-fiy, and 
therefore made fis return without exanmuing, as he 
ought to havc done, whether they were legal votes 
or not. In the courfe of the cxumination of wit- 
nefles, it appeared, tuat a great nu:nber of freemen 
had formed themfelyes into a fociety, under tne title 
of the Chrifiian Club; the apparent views of which 
inftitution were to promote acts of charity aad bene- 
volence, and to anfwer all fuch a it as were 
coniiftent with the doétrines of our holy religion. 
But regardlefs of all thefe he aE they pro- 
faned the facred name they had aflumed, by pur- 
fuing the vileft of purpofes, making a traitic of the r 
oaths and confcicnces, and offering thew borough 
to fale to the higheft. bidder ; while the reft of the 
freemen were deprived of the ‘privilege of giving 
their legal votes. The returning ofhcer had be- 
longed to this fociety, but having taken fome dif- 
guit at the conduct of his companions in inquity, 
he had quitted their party. Being called before 
the committee, he afligned as a reafon for hav- 
ing made fuch an unequal return, that he knew, 
from his own experience, that the majority of the 
voters had taken bribes; and, that they had abfo. 
lutely propofed to fell their borough to any one who 
would offer the largeft {um for it. As this combi- 
nation at Shoreham was of too flagrant a nature to 
be overlooked, and the feleét committee not having 
powers to proceed any farther, they reported the 
whole matter to the houfe, and moved, that they 
would make a further enquiry into the particulars of 
this abominable tranfaction: in confequence of which, 
anact paiied, rendering eighty-one freemen of the 
borough of Shorcham incapable of voting at any 
election, and the attorney-general was ordered to 
profecute all the members of the club. The right 
of electing members for that borough, in confe~ 
uence of this tranfaGtion, was alfo extended to all 
the freeholders in the rape of Bramber, in the county 
of Suffex, who had tencments of the valuc of forty 
fhillings. 

At this time a circumftance happened, which it 
was greatly feared would have becr attended with 
the molt alarming confequences. ‘The printers of 
certain new {paper were in the habit of detailing the 
debates of both houfes. Thefe communications were 
fo highly gratifying to the public, that the fuccets 
of a newfpaper was principally dependent on the 
reports of parliamentary proccedings. Thofe menm- 
bers who did not conecive that jyuftice had been 
done to their harangues, were offended at the freedom 
of the writers, and colonel Onflow made a complaint 
to the houte of two publithers of newfpapers, ‘Thomp- 
fon and Wheble, who being cited before the houle, 
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refu‘ed to appear; upon which a proclamation was 

ubluhed with a reward for apprehending them, 
Phis produced the deiired cfc. J. Wheble *, one 
of thefe booltellers, was apprehended and_ taken 
before John Wilkes +, efquire, the fitting alderman 
at Gaidhall: but he ditcovering that the perfon who 
apprehended Mr. Wheble had no accufation againit 
hun, and only apprehended hn on the authority of 
the proclamation ; and at the fame time Mr. Wheble 
declaring that the apprehender had forcibly detained 
him, and brought lum there, the alderman immedi- 
ately ditcharged him, and bound him over to pro- 
fecute bis accufer. Vir. Miller, alfo printer of a 
public paper, was hisewie taken into cuitody by a 
lneflenger from the houle of commons, who, on his 
refufing to ea with ban, took him by the arm, in 
contequence of whe a conftable was fent for, and 
Mr. Miller gave fim chagge of the meflenger for 
aflandting him in ins own heule; he was therefore 
takea to the Maufion Houie, and a hearing came 
on before the lord mavor, and the aldermen Wilkes 
aad Oliver, Inthe mean time, the ferjeant at arms 
bing informed of this tvanfaction, came to demand 
tie bodies of tae metienger,and of Mr. Miller. The 
lord mavor afed the meffenger, if he had applied 
tu a maifirate to indore the warrant, or to any 
peace cificer of the eity to affift him; and on his 
replying in the negative, his lordihip declared. that 
no power could fice a citizen of London, without 
on order from him, or fome other magitrate ; and 
that he was of opinion, the feizing of Miiler and 
the warrant were both illegal; he therefore declared 
Mr. Miller to be at libertv, and proceeded to exa- 
Mine witneffes to prove the aflault by the meflenger ; 
which being accomplithed, his lordthip afked the 
latter, if he chofe to give bail. This he at firft re- 
fufed to do; Lat hi, commitment being actually 
male out, he thought proper to comply, when he 
lnmfelf was bound im forty pounds, and two furcties 
in twenty pounda, for his appearance at the next 
fusions at Guildhall. 

Afwr many and tedions debates, the houfe of 
commun: having r-iulved, “* That the proceeding of 
“the lord mayor and Mr. Oliver, was a breach of 
the privil. se of tuat houfe,” committed them both 
to the Tower, where they continued till the proro- 
gun uf parhament, which happened on the cighth 


* Wheb ic was taken by Twiac Carpenter, a printer, 
and cased Le ore Wilkes, who not only difcharged b tn, 
but tn reco,niza.ees jor profcuting the perfon bys 
Wheto Was arbre onded. Mr. Dewdefwell, ‘who at- 
“terpted ito unr seer the houfe of commons in Carpenter's 
belt, recived the folluaing whimfical anfwer from 
Wedderr ree.“ Asto the afair of Mr. Fwine Carpen- 
“ter, J can fee no reafon for fpporting him: as | ander- 
“ frand nt, ihe mana Mr. Whebie’ devil. Wheble was 
 arreftedt by disowidesi!: hewa difcharged out of the 
 iMegal arr ft of this devil: the devil was bound over 
to anfwer: wether printer beats devil, or devi beats 
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of Mav, when his majefty terminated the fefion with 
a fpeech from the throne. . ; 

During the continuance of the lord mayor and 
Mr. alderman Oliver in the Tower, they were ad- 
dreffed and applauded for theit {pirited condu& in 
uiaintaining the authority of the laws of their coun- 
try, by every ward in London, and by feveral of the 
principal towns and boroughs in England. Great 
preparations were made for conduGting the two pa- 
triots from the Tower; but the parliament being 

rorogued one day fooner than was expeéted, a 
fer only of the aldermen could attend. ‘Tho pro- 
ceflion was, however, magnificent, and they were 
condu@ed to the Manfion Houfe amidft hofts of ap- 
plauding fpe&tators. From this time, without dread- 
ing the effeéts of parliamentary difpleafure, the 
printers have regularly publifhed the debates of the 
two houfes, in the prints of the following day: nor 
is it to be fuppofed, that the fources of that intelli- 
ence will be withheld from the people, by the legif- 
lative body. 

During the recefs of parliament, an event oc- 
curred, which furprifed the whole nation. The 
event alluded to was no other than the marriage of 
his royal highvefs the duke of Cumberland with 
Mrs. Horton, a widow lady, and daughter of lord 
Iraham, of the kingdom of Ireland. ‘This circum- 
tance occafioned great uneafinefs at court, efpe- 
cially as it had been openly acknowledged by the 
parties, and not attempted to be conce cd like the 
marriage of the duke of Gloucefter with the countels 
dowager of Waldegrave. 

The parliament meeting on the twenty-firft of 
January {. the feffion was opened by his majefty 
with a fpeech from the throne; in which he expreffed 
much fatisfaction, that neither the foreign nor do- 

oftic flate of affairs required their more carly at- 
tendance; that now they were aflembled, they 
would, doubtlefs, attend to the interefts of the na- 
tion, and regulate its internal policy, as well as its 
foreign commerce. They were likewife informed 
that the king of Spain had given up Fort Egmont, 
and that we were on amicable terms with that court. 
He concluded, with recommending to them to keep 
the navy on the moft refpe&able footing, to be ready 
in cafe of any neceffity thr the future. 

Addreffes, as ufual, were prelented to the king on 


‘ printer, is of no confequence ; there may bathe devil 
‘to do; there will be the devil to pay ; at the devil has 
* had the reward that was advertifed, the devil has fairly 
* outwitted the noble lord near me: whether he has or 
* pot [ do not know ; but [ hope this houfe will have no- 
- rg Shs do with him.”” . 

+ This gentleman obtained the office of alderman of 
London, by his oppolition to the courts having before 
triumphed over the minifiry, in the condemnation of the 
earl of Eallifax to the payment of four thoufaad pounds 
damages. 
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the fubje& of his fpeech; after which the public 
bufinefs b»gan, by making proper enquiries into the 
ftate of the navy; and the miniftry propofed, that 
twenty-five thoufand men fhould be voted for the 
fervice of the current year. After urging feveral 
arguments in fupport of the motion, and hearing the 
replies of the opponents, the queftion was at length 
put, and carried by a confiderable majority *. 

In this feflion the king fent meflages, recommend- 
ing to both houfes to take it into their ferious con- 
fideration, whether it may not be wife to fupply the 
defe&s of the laws now in being, and, by fome new 
provifion, more effe€tually guard the defcendants 
of his late majefty, except fuch as Were already 
marricd to foreign princes, from marrying without 
the approbation of his majefty, his heirs, and fuc- 
ceffors. In confequence of this meflage, a bill.was 
brought into the houfe of lords, which fully an- 
{were all the purpofes intended. This bill was 
inde with great firength of argument, by fome 
of the moft refpeéable peers in the nation. All the 
judges were tint for, and required to give their 
opinion, which was, that the marriages of the in- 
termediate branches of the royal family muft be ap- 
proved of by the king, but how far that power ex- 
tended over collateral branches they could not afcer- 
tain. At laft the motion was carried, though four- 
tcen lords entered a proteft againft it, as being in- 
confiftent with the law of nature. In the hous of 
commons, the bill met with a much ftronger repulfe ; 
but the bil at length paffed triumphantly, and foon 
after received the royal affent. 

The attention of the parliament was claimed by 


* A petition was about this time offered to be pre- 
fented to the commons, by fir William Meredith, for 
leave to bring in a bill to excufe fome of the clergy 
from fubfcribing the thirty-nine articles of religion, fome 
of which he declared were unintelligible, abfurd, and 
-contradi€tory, and afferted the illibetality of their wound. 
ing tender coniciences, to eftablifh cxternal uniformity 
at the expence of truth and fincerity. It was urged in 
favour of the motion, that they could not fubferibe to 
doéirines of human invention, but only to the facred 
fcriptures; and that it was their right to explain them 
according to what they efteemed their genuine fenfe 
and meaning. On the other hand, it was urged, that 
to grant fuch an indulgence would be to open a door for 
all forts of licentioufnefs: for, under a pretence, that 

articular tenets were the pure dictates of confcience, the 

ndamental do@rines ot our religion would be fub- 
verted; and blafphemy taught in our very churches: 
that meft of thofe who had afociated upon this finifter 
bufinef had been formerly dilfenters, but had quitted 
their original profeilion, in order to enjoy fome of the 
fpoils of the church, and that they had brought their 
Anan and Socinian notions with them: that if their con- 
fviences were fo very tender, they might give up their 
livings, and return to their conventiclys, where they 
would be at liberty to diffeminate what notiens they 
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the affairs of the Kaft India company, which were at 
this time in a very perplexed fituation. On the 
thirtieth of March, the deputy chairman of the com- 

ny moved the houfe tor leave to bring in a bill 
for the better regulation of the fervants belonging 
to the company in India. The grand obje& in view 
was, to reftrain the governor’s council ; and, indeed, 
all the fervants belonging to the company, trom 
tranfacting any fort of bufinefs, and to give the di- 
reétors of the company a fovereign power over their 
own fervants, The motion being carried, an en- 
quiry into the fiate of attairs in India was immedi- 
ately directed. All the papers belonging to the 
company, were ordered to be laid before a feleé 
committee of the houfe, and from the perufal of 
them, many important difcoveries were made. In- 
deed, it was found, that the mode of government 
in India was, in every refpect, arbitrary, uncontti- 
tutional, and not calculated for preferving the rights 
of the people, or the adminiftration of juitice to in- 
dividuals. The committee, finding the bufinefs in- 
creafing faft, and the feafon far advanced, defired 
leave to continue fitting during the recefs of parlia- 
ment, or at Icaft, till {uch time as they could go 
through with the intended enquiry. 

On the ninth of June his maieftv repaired to the 
houfe of peers, and clofed the feflion with a f{peech 
from the throne; in which he mentioned the laudable 
conduct of his parliament, that Aad conduéted the 
affairs of the public with fuch fpirit and propriety. . 
He thanked them for the care they had ne of his 
family in paffing the act relpecting the royal family ; 
and informed them of the pacific difpofition of thofe 


pleafed: that they would thus give a convincing proof 
of their difinterelted views; but nothing could be imore 
reafonable, than for a church eftablifhed by law to beftow 
her honours upon thofe who fub{cribed to her doétrines, 
and conformed to her difcipline. The motion therefore 
was reje@ed by a great majority, and not without fome 
fevere flri€tures on the conduct of thofe who had promot 
ed it. 

Burke refifted the introdu@tion of the petition, not be- 
caufe the church of England could not fubfi‘t indepen- 
denily of the thirty-nine articles, but becaufe the peti- 
tioners, by the extraordinary latitude they had taken, 
rendered their objeéts indeterminate. ‘ What are we to 
« mnderftand,” he faid, “by the holy feriptures, which 
thefe gentlemen defire to make a profeflion of their 
‘ belief in? The Romith canon adinits the bocks of the 
« Apocrypha: the-canon ef Luther excludes fome parts 
‘ofthe Pentateuch, and the whole epiftle to the He: 
‘brews; and: tome ancient fathers have rejected the 
* books of Revelations, Mankind were as little likely 
“to be of one mind in this, as on any other pomt,” 

Lord North reprobated the defired exemption, and a 
great majority of the houle refuled to receive the peti- 
tion, The peers alfy rejected it bs an extraugdinary mas 
jority. 
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pertons with whom sve had any concern. That there 
wad great reafon to believe, that the public tran- 
un woukd not be diflurbed. ‘The commons were 
thanked in the moft cordial manner for the fupplies 
they had granted; and great joy was exprefied that 
there were ftill forae hopes of the redustion of the na- 
tional debt. 

While the parliament was employed in the bu- 
fineis of the liate, ber royal highnefs the princels 
dowaver of Wales, mother to his prefent majefty, 
died at Carlton Houie, on the eighth of February, 
an the tifty-third year of her age *. Her royal hi 
nels had, by an aét of parliament of the tenth of 
Georee IL. a revenue of fifty thoufand pounds per 
amu for life, it the furvived the prince, which 
was to be paid quarterly, and the firlt payment took 
place five days after his deceafe. On the fiftcenth 
the corpfe of her roval highnets was interred with 
the ufval tolemmites, in Henry the Vilth’s chapel 
in Weftminiter- Abbey ¢. 

The feelings of George TI. were at this time af- 
fe&ed with unpleafing intelligence. His titter Matil- 
da, who had become queen of Demnark by marriage, 
was fuppofed to have carried on a criminal corre!- 

ondence with count Struenfce. Among others, who 
‘he needy adventurers, came to fettle in Copen- 
haven, was this Struenfec, the fon of a Lutheran 
minifter im Holftein}. ‘The rapid progref which 
this adventurer, tnd one Brandt, his companion, 
made by their tofinuating addrefs, was very extra- 
ordinary. They were both elevated to the dignity 
ot nobiemen ; an] Struenfee was appointed prime 
munifter, a creuoftance which coud not fail of 
creating indignation in the aminds of the Danith no- 
bitty. By his advice, 2ecouspanied with that of his 
friend Brandt, all the old counfellors were difgraced 
and baniflicd ; ul at Jaft the two favourites, intoxi- 
cated with powcr, even treated the king with con- 
tempt. Such infolence and prefumption in two fo- 
ivigners, who could claim no pre-eminence in rauk, 


* Her roval highnef. was the youngeft daughter of Fre- 
de.ich LH. duae ot $i..e-Gotha; born the thirtieth of No- 
vember 1719. She waz married the twenty-feventh of 
April, 1737, to Frederick late prince of Wales; by 
whom the had iutue a, follow: Augufia, born July thirty- 
firft, 1757, O. & married to the hereditary prince of 
Bruife ick. George, born May twenty-fourth, 1738, 
O. $ now king of Great Britain, Edwart, duke of 
York, born March fourteenth, 1739 ; dicd at Monaco in 
Ktaly.  Etizabeth, bora December thirtieth, 1740; died 
Septeinber tourth, 1759. William Henry, duke of Glou- 
acner, born November fourteenth, 1743. Henry Frede- 
rick, duke of Cun.bcrland, born October twenty-fer enth, 
1745, dead. Louita, born Marsch eighth, 1748, dead. 
Fredcrick, bern May thirteenth, 1750; died Dect mber 
twenty-ninth, 1765. Caruline Matilda, born July tith 
(after the death ot her father,) 17515 married October 
fucund, 176e, toCanitien VA, hing of Denmark, dead, 
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could not fail to inflame the minds of the fubjcAs o 

every degree, nor can it be furprifing that their 
downfall was meditated and cffetted. Te: this end 
a confpiracy was formed, and to give it the greater 
fanttion, the queen-dowager, fecond wife of the 
late king, was at the head of it. Every thing being 
ripe for execution, a mafked ball was given at court. 
on the fixteenth of January ; and as foon as it was 
over, the king, who feemed to labour under great 
debility of mind, retired to reft. He had not, how- 
cever,. been Jong in bed, when the eee confpi- 
rators came into his chamber, and informed him, 
that the reigning queen with Strueniee and Brandt, 
were that inftant employed in drawing up a paper. 
which they would oblige him to fign, the contents 
of which were, that he was to renounce the crown. 
The queen-dowager affured him that there was no 
method of faving himfelf, but by figning an order 
to take into cultody the reigning quecn, with the 
two odious favourites ; and the king, much alarmed, 
readily complied. The warrant was immediately 
executed, and her majefty, with the two favourites, 
were committed to diflrent prifons, The queen 
was afterwards fent to the caftle of ere ang. 
where the remained for fome time clofely confined ; 
but, by the intcrpofition of her royal brother, the 
king of Great Britain, the was fet at liberty, and 
fuffered tq refide at Zell, im the cle@orate of Hano- 
ver, with a penfion equal to her dignity, where fle 
languifhed for fome time, and aftcrwards died with 
griet. The forbearance of the Britifh court on this 
occafion, was coufidered as a tacit acknowledgo- 
cut of Matilda’s guilt. But the fate of the two 
favourites was otherwife determined. After being 
confined in dungeong for two months, and not allow- 
ed any thing to fubfitt on but bread and water, and 
threatened with being put to the torture, unlefs they 
made an upen confeilion, fentence of death was pat- 
fed upon them, that they fhould have their mght 
hands cut off, and then their heads; and that, after 


+ “ She was,” fays Mr. Belfham, “a princefs poflelied ui 
many virtues, perfonal and relative, and, till the accef- 
* fon of the prefent fovereign, greatly beloved and et- 
“teemed by the Englith nation: but in the latter years 
* of her life, it too plainly appeared that the extenfive 
“ influence fhe poffeiled over the mind of the king, her 
“fon, was excrcifed in a manner very pernicious to the 
“nation, It might appear hath to duubt the 
 reitude of her intentions; but unhappily, bred yp in 
“ the defpofifm of German courts, the attained not the 
* juft ideas of the fpirit of the Englith conftitution, er the 
“ genius of the peuple, with whom her name became at 
“ length the continued theme of :eproach and obloquy.” 
Belfram'’s Memotss, 357. 

i He was a young man of infinuating addrefs, and {plen- 
did abilities, but profligate in his manners, and abaadon: 
ed to every vice, shi 
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their. gaarters had been ee on the wheel, they 
fhould be placed on the molt confpicuous parts in the 
city. Accordingly this fentence was executed, in 
all its rigour, on the twenty-eighth of April, on a 
fcaffold near the city, in the midft of a vaft con- 
courfe of people. They both behaved with great 
decency and refignation *, 

The 
November, -the feflion was opened by his majefty 
with a fpecch from the throne ; in which he inform- 
ed the members, that his reafon for calling them fo 
foon was to take into their confideration fome matters 
of the utmoft importance. He declared, that he had 
been informed that the Falt ‘India cothpany was in 
a moft diftreffed condition; and that, as many of 
his good fubjeGts had their fortunes depending on 
the credit of that company, its fecurity was now 
become a national concer. He defired them to take 
it into their immediate confideration, and, if pofhible, 
contrive fome rational plan, by which the intereft 
and honour of the company might be reflored, and 
every thing fettled on the moft permanent foundy- 
tion. He concluded, by recommending the mott 
prudent methods, in order to reduce the price of 
provifions, ps the diftrcfles of the poor were not inm- 
ginary, but real; and that nothing could afford him 
greater pleafure; than to hear that thofe diftreffes 
were alleviated. The commons, being returned to 
their own houfe, Mr. Fitzpatrick, brother to the 
earl of Offory, moved that a loyal addrefs thould be 
prefented to his majefty. 

The prefent ftate of the navy came immediately 
under the confideration of the houfe of commons, 
and occafioned very animated debates. The objec-_ 
tions made by thofe in oppofition were tothe follow- 
ing import: They afferted, that the number of fea- 
micn was too confiderable in time of profound peace ; 
and that we were at peace with all our neighbours, 
was acknowledged in a {peech from the throne. The 
muniftry, on the other hand, urged the neceifity of 
keeping our navy on the moft refpefable footing ; 
and declared, that our fivet in the Eati-Indies was 
now much greater than formerly. After a variety 
of arguments advanced by both parties, the queftion 
was put, and being carried by a great majority, the 


* The crimes of which queen Matilda and counts 
Struenfee and Brandt were accufed were thefe; Struen- 
ce was charged with having embezzled from the hing’s 
coffers a large fum amounting to one hundred and twenty. 
five thoufand pounds fierling ; of having iffued many or- 
ders from the cabinet w.thout the hing’s knowledge ; of 
having been guilty of criminal converfatiin with the 

ecn; of having fecreted from the hing f-veral letters 
ent to his majefiv, &c. Count Brandt was accufed of 
having been privy to Strucnfee’s crimital conviifation, 
and all his other crimes, without divalging them, and of 
hav ing laid violerit hands on the king's majefty, &c. 

‘Vor, UI. No. 106, 
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fupplies werc granted. A motion was now made to 
enquire into the nature of thofe caufes which occafion- 
ed-the extraordinary dearth of ail forts of provifions, 
but nothing had been effeéted which could be of any 
real forvice to the public. Several regulations in- 
decd were adopted with refpe& to bread, and fome ‘ 
reftraints laid upon bakers; but if the rents of land- 
ed eflates could not be reduced by the retrenchment 
of different fpecies of luxury, the Iegiflature itfelf 
ie never be able to remedy the evils complained 
of. 

A fecret committee having been appointed to en- 

uire into the ftate of the Kaft India company’s af- 
fuirs; they reported that their fituation was excced- 
ingly difiveffed. and deranged. It was therefore fug- 
gefied, that fupervifors ihould be fent to the Katt 
Indies, to make a proper enquiry how far the off- 
cers and fervants of the company had abuted the 
truft repdfed in them, and to have power to afford 
redrefs to thofe who fuppofed themfelves intured. 
Some of the members who were holders of Faft India 
ftock flrongly oppofed this bill, and others as flrongly 
fupported it. At length the motion was carried ; 
and {upervifors were appointed, «with plenary pow- 
ars to enquire into the abufes complained of, and 
to endeavour to redrefs them +. 

Before the clofe of the feflion, his majefty made 
an: excurfion to Portfmouth, to infpect the ftate of 
the dock-yards, forts, &c. at the arfenals; and to 
review the fleet affembled at Spithead for that pur- 
pofe. On his majefty’s entering the Land Port Gate, 
he was faluted by a triple diicharge of two hundred 
and thirty two pieces of cannon mounted on the 
ramparts of Portfthouth, at Block-houfe Fort, and 
at South-fea caftle. His majeity then proceeded 
through the town to the Dock-yard, where the ar- 
tificers belonging to the yard, being all affembled at 
the commiffioner’s houfe, gave three hearty cheers 
as his majefty entered, ark then immediately dif- 

ed, each returning to his refpetive emplovment. 
The thores both on the Portfmouth and Gofport 
fides, were lined by the populace, who manifefted 
their lovalty to his majefty with cannon, acclama- 
tions, and other demonttrations of Jor: The king 
exprefied the higheft approbation of the good order 


+ Till about this period no provifion was made to de- 
fray the expences of difcharging exculpated felons from 
prifon; inftances were produced of fome poor creatures 
lying a whole year in geol, becaufe they could not procure 
the cufiomary fees. To remedy an evil of fo grievous a 
nature, a bill was broughtin to oblige every county to fup- 
ply the deficiencies incurred to the gaolors by kecping the. 
pufoners. In confequence of which, the prifoner whe 
is now aqquitied muft be difcharged without demanding 
payment of hiv tees. The verdi& of the jury is now 
confidered as an, ample liberation to all intent: “and pur” 
pafes, 4 . ? ‘ 
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and difcipline of his fect *, and contributed liberally 
to relea(e the infolvent prifaners confined in Porth 
mouth gaol. 3 

The parliament meeting on the twenty-Gfth of 
January ¢, the fefhon was opened by his majel- 
ty, who, in his fpeech from the throne, recom~ 
amended to them to take into their ferious confidera- 
tion the ftate of the colonies, who menaced to throw 
off all fubjeGtion to the Britith government. He 
informed 5 that the moft falutary laws had been 
treated with contempt ; that the colonies were little 
better than in a ftate of rebellion: and that, unlels 
fome vigorous meafures were adopted to enforce 
obedience, all Jaws would be trampled under foot, 
and the regularity which once exited among the 
different ranks of fociety, would once more return 
to its original fiate of confufion. 

The commons being returned to their own houfe, 
vehemont debates colued refpeGing the addrefs 
which thould be prefented to his majefty. The par- 
tigans of the court recommended thauks to his ma- 
jeitv for his paternal care of the nation. On the 
‘other hand, it was urged, that the colonies, fo far 
from being in a fiate of rebellion, were only con- 
teniing for the enjoyment of thofe rights and privi- 
leges w'tich belong to all men in common as mem- 
bers of fociety: that the mother country had no 
power to tax thofe emigrants, anlefs a confent to 
that meafure was furft had and obtained from their 
own reprefentativts ; that the colonies were not re- 

ularly, nor in any fenfe whatever, reprefented in 
the Brit parliament ; and therefore, tll that legal 
veprefentation teck place, no taxes could, in juftice, 
be impofed upon them. Such were the principal 
arguments of both parties; but the queftion being 
propofed, it was carried by a great majority in fa- 
vour of the court party. 


The miniliry’s graud obje& now appeared to be | 


the total redudtion of the colonies to a fiate of obe- 
dience, and to convince them of the neceflity they 
were uoder of being fubje& to the mother-country ; 
a bill was therefore brought in of a very coercive 
reture. Three fhips leden with tea, which bad been 
fent from Eugland, were plundered by the people of 
Bofon, and their cargoc confitting of three hundred 
and forty chefts, were thrown into the fea. As this 
was an infringement on private property, it called 
alond for the exertion of the power, Accord. 
ingly, an ait paffed to ramore the caftoms from the 
town of Botton, to“quarter a military force upon 
the people, and to block up their harbour by feveral 
vefiels of war. 


: ® To the artificers, workmen, and labourers of the dock- | 
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“‘Duriag this feffion of parliament man 

} im 
affairs. ifeufled : may feveral efontial w lr 
pafied, , ug thei: was one for the better regule. 
tion of the gold coin ; and another relative to the na- 

turalination of foreigners. * . 

_ About this time H. 8. Woodfal, printer of the Pub. 
lic Advertifer, and the Rev.John Horne for caufing a 
libel to be inferted in it againft the fpeaker of the 
houfe of were ordered before the houfe, 
Woodfall obeyed without hefitation, and, on his m- 
terrogatory, the reverend Jolin Horne au. 
thor of the obnoxious paper. A warm debate en- 
fued, in which lord North propofed committing the 

rinter to the Gatchoufe. Mr. Fox recommended 

ewgite; but he was ordered to be taken into the 
cuftody of the ferjeant at arms. - After fome demurs 
relative to the fummons, Mr. Florne was brought 
before the houfe. He extricated himlelf from the 
accufation with great dexterity: having attempted 
to remove the imputation of contumacy, he enquired 
whether Woodfall’s declarations were to be taken ag 
evidence, or as the charge againft him: after fome 
hefitation he was told, thev conftituted the c 
and he pleaded, as inany other court not guilty. he 
honfe was embarrafied: Woodfall was again called 
and confronted with Horne; but as he was implicat. 
ed in the quilt of the publication, his teftimony was 
d ‘nfufficient to warrant convidion. Three 
of Woodfall’s journeymen afterwards attended: they 
failed, however, in proving the accufation, and Mr. 
gl - raga 

Pho Beitith minsitry were now particularly engag- 

ed in providing et fafety of our fellow false 
in the Eaft Indies, It hed long bee matter of com- 
plaint, that the {uperior fervants of the company, at 
their principal fettlements, had aéted very arhitra- 
rily and oppreffively, nor indeod had any code of 
laws been formed for their fecurity. The great dif- 
tance from England rendered it difficult, ond almoft 
impoffible for any perfon to obtain redrefs. It was 
therefore refolved in council, that four gentlemen 
learned in the law, and of the nioft approved inte- 
grity, thould be fent over to Afia, where we have fet. 
tlements, and a& there in the capacity of judges. 
They were to hold pleas of the crown, determine in 
real, mixed, and perfonal agtions, to give judgment in 
all cafes of equity, and in every matter relative to the 
revenue ; but as the fettlements are diftant from each 
other, the courts were not to be fixed upon any play 
of reegle bests be asta from one place ta 
another, that juftice might be equally diftri 
pr pestlpr eda ig. qually uted to 


crew of bis majefty’s barge, three -hundred andl fy 


vidualling office, and wharf, his majefly or- ads. To the poor of Portfmouth, Portfea, 
it sie fifteen hundred pounds be difiributed.” o the mt two tendred and fifly stags ‘and Go: 
- of the Baslleur and Augufla vacht, and the | 4 A.D, 1774, ° 
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The difturbanves in America continued to in- 
excafe. In as ara of the Bofton port bill, which 
had paffed the laft feffion, the of New Eng- 
land began to form themifelves into companies, prac- 
tife the military arts, enter into folemn leeeues and 
covenants, &c. Several other colonies imitated the 
example, provincial affemblies were held, and a ge- 
neral congrefs eftablifaed, to which deputies from 
the feveral pravinees were invited. Exclufive of 
the animofities between se royalifts and provincials, 
and the martial parade of the latter, the only ma- 
terial tranfaGion which occurred, was, the feizure 
of Fort William and Mary, near Portfmouth in New 
Hamphhire, by the provincial militia, in which they 
Sand one hundred and fix barrels of gunpowder, 
feveral pieces of cannon, a quantity of thot, fmall 
arms, &c. 
During thefe occurrences abroad, the Englifh par- 
liament was diffolved by proclamation, and the writs 
for calling a new one were made returnable on the 
twenty-ninth of November. On that day his majefty 
repaired to the houfe of peers, and being in his 
royal robes fated on the throne, commanded the at- 
tendance of the commons in the houfe of peers. On 
their appearance, the king by his chancellor, figni- 
fied his pleafure that they fhould return and cheofe 
a fpeaker, to be*prefented the following day for his 
majefty’s approbation. They returned accordingly, 
and unanimorily ele@ed Sir Fletcher Norton. The 
next day his majefty, in the ufual flate, approved 
of the {peaker chofen by the commons, and opened 
the fefion with a fpeech from the throne; in which 
he obferved, ‘‘ That a moft daring fpirit of refiftance 
and difobedience to the law {till unhappily prevails 
in the province of the Maffachulctt’s Bay, and has, 
in divers parts of it; broke forth in freth violences 
ef a very criminal nature. Thefe | epoca have 
been countenanced and encouraged in other of my 
colonies, and unwarrantable attempts have been 
made to obftru& the commerce of this kingdom, by 
unlawful combinations. I have taken {ach meafures, 
and given fuch orders, as I judged moft proper and 
offedual for carrying into execution the laws which 
were paffed inthelaft icffion of the late parliament, for 
the protection and fecurity of the commerce of my fub- 
jess, and far the reftoring and preferving peace, order, 
and good government, in the province of Mailachu- 
fett’s Bay; and you may depend upon my firm and 
refolution to withitand every attempt to weaken 
or impair the fupreme authority of this legiflature 


* This being the firt {effion ofa new parliament, the 
Swearing in of the members, and other formalities of office, 
ongaged their attention for fome days. This being ended, 
they proceeded to bufinefs, which was begun by the 
houfe refolving itfelf into a committee of fupply to his 
mao when refulutions were agreed to for amply fur- 
ing his majefty with feamen, marines, &c. 
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over all the dominions of my ercvn; the mainte- 
nance of which I confider as effential to the dignity, 
the Jafety, and welfare of the Britith empire.” To 
his majefty’s {fpeech both houfes prefented very loyal 
and affeGionate addrefies ; to cach of which a graci- 
ous anfwer was returned *. 

The parliament affembled purfuant to their ad- 
journment, in January+, when lord North pre- 
{ented to the houfe, by his majefty’s command, fe- 
veral bundles of Amcrican papers, the titles of which, 
being read by the clerk, appeared to be extra&s of 
letters trom the feveral governors of Bolton, New- 
York, New Hamphhire, Rhode Ifland, Virginia, 
Pennfylvania, and South Carolina ; the proccedings of 
the continental and provincial congrefs, the firft held 
at Philadelphia, and the latter at Cambridge near 
Botton: initruGions given at provincial meetings of 
the feveral delegates appointed to affemble at the 
congrefs ; copies of inveétives, farcafins, and hand- 
bills; anonymous letters ; refolutions of different af- 
femblies ; protefts of feveral di€triéts in the province 
of Georgia ; meflages between general Gage and the 
houfe of reprefentatives, with extracts of the feveral 
letters between gencral Gage, lord Dartmouth, the 
fecretary, and board of admiralty, end the com- 
mander of the fhips on the Bofton ftation. As foon 
as the clerk had finifhed reading the titles of thele 
papers, a motion was made that they fhould remain 
on the table for infpe&ion, and that a future day 
fhould be appointed for the whoie houfe to go into 
2 committce to consider the fame ; which, after fome 
debates, was agreed to. 

In the mean time petitions were prefented to the 
houfe from the merchafts of London, Glafgow, Brif- 
tol, Liverpool, and many other places, complaining 
of the great decay of trade, occafioned by the un- 
happy differences between Great Britain, and her 
soles Some of thefe petitions were referred to 
the committee appointed to take into contideration 
the American papers; and others were referred to 
private committees appointed for the purpofe. The 
corporation of Londen alfo prefented un addrefs, re- 
monftrance, and petition to the king ; in which they 
complained of the meafures that had been purfued, 
aud were ftill purfuing, againtt their fellow fubjeés 
in America; and carneftly befought his ma‘efty te 
difcharge thofe minifters from his couacil. who had 
been the means of promoting them, as the firfi effen- 
tial ftep towards a full redrefs of the grievances, fo 
univertally complained of by the people f. ; 

While 


+ A.D. 1775. 
t To the addrefs and petition of the Londoners his ma- 
jefty returned the following anfwer: “ It is with the ut- 
soll aftenifiment that I find any of my fubjeés capable 
of encouraging the rebellious difpofition which unhappily 
exifts in fome of my colonies in North-America. ax: 
ing entire confidence in the wifdom of my parliament, the 
great 
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Wile innumerable petit'ons were prefenting to 
the commons from the principal corporations in Fng- 
land, foine papers, fimilar to thofe which the lawer 
houfe had received, were laid before the Jords ; on 
which oceafion lord Chatham rofe, and after repro- 
bating the delay of adminifiration in detaining the 
papers fo long after the arrival, and the whole of 
their proceedings refpecting America, his lord(hip 
made the following motion: “ That an addref be 
prefented to his majefiy, praving that he would be 
gracioufly pleated to fend order, to: gencral Gage 
to withdraw his troops from Bofton, as the beft means 
of eftablithing a Jafting concord with America.” Great 
debates urofe on this notion; but the queftion was 
at length pat, and reyected by a confiderable ma- 
jority. A few davs alter, however, the fame patri- 
otie nobleman Lraught ina bill fer reconciling the 
prefent differences beuweon Great Briain and Ame- 
rica. This alfo met with violent oppotition : and 
the quetlion being put, it fhared the fame fate with 
the preceding mation, 

The multipheity of papers relative to America 
sere now taken into confideration m the lower houte. 
Amon: them were two official letters from lord Dart- 
mouth to veneral Gage, and the general's letter to 
his Jordiup. ‘The former threatened firmnefs and 
coertion, which it was plain, the general was not 
by anv means able to exert with tae ferce he had 
under his command, The language of the latter ya- 
ried according ta the different circuinftances and 
occafions which prefeuted themielves. ‘Two circum- 
fiances were, however, very evident, that the rage 
and diflatisfaétion were greatly avemented on ac- 


count of the lait American acts patied by the parlia- | 


ment; and that they were working themfelves up 
into a hind of phrenzy by the gradual augmentation 
of the troops. aad by the fortifications ratfed at Bof- 
ton Neck. He drew in fome places the moit lament- 
able picture of the tiate of that provinee, deftitute at 
once of ctf kiflanve authority; of a council, of 
courts af jutice, and of magiftracy : and reprefented 
the whole as one icene of anarchy and confufion. 
When the hout-, for the laft time, went intoa com- 
Mittec tu cxamine the Amencan papers, lord North 
began the budnei with a very accurate and detailed 
view of the whole mafs of information laid before 


great counc?’ of the nation, I will fteadily purfue thofe 
meafures which thes have recommended for the fupport 
of the cootttutsonal rights of Great-Britain, and the pro- 
tection ot tc commercial interefts of my kingdom.” 
Daring t on. voralts of Wilkes, the earl of Hertford, 
Lord Chan.beriin, fest him a letter on the fubjeet of the 
Ainc.ican cifputes, declaring his majcfty’s determination 
not to recer son the throne, any redrefs, remonttrance, 
or petinon, bat tom the body corporate, Wilkes cagerly 
feizec the opp rtunity tus afforded of raifing a new con- 
teh. Ina ee letter he intiftet on the right of the city, 
“aright which even the accurted rac z of Stuarts had re- 
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the committee, difcriminated in a maflerly manner 
the difpofition of the refpeStive colonies, marked the 
Jeading charaters of cachy pointed out thofe whofe 
moderation prevailed, whofe violence and uncontti- 
tutional views were concealed under the appearance 
of duty and fubmiffion, and particularly aimed his 
fhafts at fuch as he thought were in a flate of a@ual 
rebellion. He then adverted to the invidious arts 
employed to raife this feditions fpirit on both fides 
of the water, entered minutely into a comparifon of 
the burthens borne by the people of both countries, 
fated the trade and commerce carried on between 
them, the advantages arifing from that commerce to 
the Americans, the verv great difparity there was 
between the ability and real fupport which America 
afforded to this country ; every perfon .in Britain 
contributing in the proportion of twenty-five fhillings 
per head, when America did not contribute fix- 
pence. He then procecded to explain in the fullet 
and moit fatisiuctory manner, the legiflative fupre. 
macy of parliament ; ftated in very forcible terms 
the meafures adopted by America to refift it, aud 
the almoft univerlal confederacy of the colonies to 
deny it. This quefiion, he contended, lay within a 
narrow compals: it was fimply whether we fhould 
abandon this claim, and at once give up everv ad- 
vantage arifing both from the foverciguty and the 
commerce, or to infure both; or whether we fhould 
refort to the meafures indifpeniably neceflary on fuch 
an occafion? 

His lordthip then pointed out the meafures intend- 
ed to be purfued. He faid he fhould propole a tem- 
vorary act to ftop all the foreign trade of New Eng- 
baad: and particularly to their fifhery on the iia 
of Newfoundland, till they returned to their duty ; 
at the fame time declaring, that whenever they 
fhould acknowledge the fupreme authority of the 
Britith legiflature, and yield obedience to the laws, 
ther grievances thould be redreffed. Wis lordthi 
concluded by propofing a conference with the houfe 
of lords, that a juint addrefs might be carried up to 
the throne, “ To return thanks to his majefty for 
communicating to the houfe the American papers, ° 
and that he would be pleafed to take fuch meatires 
is might be fuitable to his wifdom for enforcing the 
law» azainft America; and promifing to fupport 
« fpe&ed,” to prefent petitions to the hing on the throne. 
The corrclnondence between Wilkes and lord Hertford, 
was ordered on the city records, and the fheriffs inftrué- 
ed to enquire, when the king would receive cn the throue 
this addrefs, prefented by the lord mayor, the city mem- 
bers, the court of aldermen, fheriffs, and livery. The 
Ling having offered to receive it at the nest levee; Plo- 
mer, one of the fherifls, declared the refolution of the li- 
very nol to prefent it, unlefs the king would receive it 
fitting on the throne. “Tam ever ready,” his majefty re- 
joined, “to receive addrefivs and petitions, but fam the 
judge where,” 

5 him, 
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him, in the full and vigorons exertion of the fame, 
with their lives and fortynes.” 5, 

The meafutes intended to be taken were mention- 
ed generally, ‘and faid to be thefe: “ That a flect 
of fourteen frigates be fent to join the fips at Bof- 
ton, by which all the ports of New England were to 
he blocked up ; that ten thoufand troops, includiug 
Prefton’s regiment of light horfe, be fent to Botton, 10 
keep the New Englanders in order ; aud that an ad- 
dition of two thoutaod feamcn more be demanded to 
man the fleet at Bofton, and to fupply the naval ef- 
tabliflment at home.” Pe monse ue Ue sedrote 
niet with great oppofition ; but the queftion being at 
length gpk is was carried by a confiderable ma- 
jority. = - 

: The refolution of the committee for preening 
the addrefs being reported to the houfe, the {peaker 
was proceeding to the queftion to agree with the re- 
port; but was interrupted by ford’ John Cavendith, 
who proved that the confideration of the American 
papers fhould be re-committed. In his harangue on 
the fubje& he ftated very clearly and judicioufly 
our domeftic fituation, our fate with the colonies, and 
with forcign powers. -He called the attention of the 
houfe to the unequal balaace of our‘lofs and gain in 
the event, in which we might find our revenue de- 
firoyed, our trade annihilated, and our empire it- 
felf overturned, And if we fucceeded in fubduing 
America, we fhould vot gain any thing. He was 
fupported by, lord Irntam, who, after haviug in a 
long fpeech agitated the queftion on the ground pro- 
pofed by adminiftration, in a conititutional as well 
us ina political light, concluded with afferting that 
it appeared, in both thofe points of view, formidable 
and deftruGive ; and that it became ubfolutely ne- 
ceflary to retra& the unconftitutional and impolitic 
which adminiftration had hitherto taken. 
Joln Wilkes, a then the right hon. lord mayor 


of London, oppofed the motion of the premier with 
greatability ieacsek argument. He adverted tothe 


original ground and caufe of the unhappy difputes 
then fubfifting between Great Britain and hercolonics, 
and inferred from a variety of pofitions, that they 
arofe from an affumed right of taxation, in oppontee 
to the fundamental laws of human nature, and the prin- 
ciples of the Englifh conititution. He recommend. 
ot the adoption of the ies of reconciliation pro- 
pofed by a noble lord in the other houfe. He pointed 
out the futility of the very means then purlued for 
the fubjugation of America, and prediéted that ad 
fiate of independence to which it has firtce arrived ; 
and fpiritedly concluded with exprefling a hope that 
ihe jut vengeance of the people might overtake the 
authors af thofe peruicidus coynfels: and that the 


’ 


* It may be neceffary to remark that an erroncous no- 
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lofs of the firft province to the empire, might be 
followed ‘by the lofs of the heads of thofe minifters 
who advifed fuch weak and wicked meafures. 

Several other members exyatiated largely on the 
propriety of the nobic Jord’s motion ; when at length, 
there appeared for Jord John Cavendifh’s motion, one 
hundred and five; againtt it two hundred and twenty- 
eight. An addrefs was then drawn up, and agreed 
to without a divifion. 

The day following the commons fent a meflage to 
the lords, defiring a conference on the fubje& of the 
addrefs to his majefty. In confequence of which fe- 
veral of the lords attended, and after fome debates’ 
it was agreed, that the addrefs thould be jointly pre- 
fented by both houfes to the king; which was ac- 
cordingly done on the ninth of February. The an- 
fwer returned by his majefty was as follows : 

“ My lords and gentlemen, 

*¢ I thank you for this very dutiful and loyal ad- 
drefs, and for the afletionate, folemn affurances you 
give me of your fupport in maintaining the juft 
rights of my crown, and of the two houfes of par- 
liament : and you may depend on my taking the 
moft fpeedy and effe&tual meafures for enforcing duc 
obedience to the laws and authority of the fupreme 
legiflature. Whenever any of my colonics fhall 
make a proper and dutiful application, I {hall be 
ready to coucur with you in affprding them every 
juft and reafonable indulgence ; and it is my ardent 
with that this difpofition may have a happy effe& 
on the temper and condu& of my fubje&s in Ame- 
rica.” 

The day after the prefentation of the addrefs, Jord 
North acquainted the houfe that he hada mefiage 
from his majefty which preffed fuch an augmentation 
to his forces, as on the prefent occafion fhould be 
thought neceffary. The hing’s meflage was referred 
to the confideration of the committee of fupply ; 
after which the houfe refolved itfelf into a committee 
of the whole houfe on the American papers, when a 
motion was made by lord North, ** That the chair- 
man be dire&ted to move the houfe, that Ieave be 
given to bring in a bill to reftrain the trade and com- 
merce of the provinces of Maffacuufett's Bay, New 
Hampfhire, Conneclicut, Providence, and’ Rhode 
Ifland, colonies in North-America, to Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the Welt Indies ; and to prohibit fuch 
provinces and colonics from carrving on any fifhery 
on the banks of Newfoundland, or other parts therein 
mentioned, under certain conditions, and for a time 
to be limited.” This motion, though produ&ive of 
great debates, was carried by a very confiderable 
majority, and a bill was ordered to. be browzht in 
accordingly *. 


*. 


On 
ard the tea tax asthe caufe of the American di‘iurbances; 


tion had been adopted with regard to the tea-tax. It | it was indeed the point on which the conteft with Great 


was a great error both in minifiry and oppofition, to re- 
Vor. TI, No, 106. 


Britain wa: to be railed; but not the repeal of that tax, 
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On the trenty-fecond of February, 1775, the lord- 
mayor moved in the haufe of conanons, that the pro- 
cevdings of that houfe on the feventeenth of Febru- 
ary, 1769, might be read ; which being complied 
with, fome other extra&s.which his lordthip called 
for were alfo read. He then harangued upon what 
he called proce: unjuftifiable, illegal, and un- 
warrantable; and moved, that the refolution of the 
f-ventcenth of Februarv, 1769, which declares, 
*« ‘That Jolin Wilkes, Efg. having been this prefent 
feffion of agi abit expelled the houfe, was, and 
ig incapable of being elected a member to ferve in 
is prefent parliament,” be expunged from the 


\Journals of this houfe, as fubverfive of the rights of 


the whole body of clefors of this kingdom. Mr. 
Sericant Glyn feconded the action, and a general 
debate enfued. ‘The arguments were very intempe- 
rate, ‘The queftion was repertedly attempted to be 
called for, but was as often prevented by the riffar 
of new fpeakers, At length after about cight hours 
debate, ‘* the queftion, the qneftion,” wes fu reite- 


rated, that it was propefed, anJ the houle divided, 
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for reducing the Americans to ohedience ; for which 
expedition they embarked on board the Cerberus 
man of war on the twenty-firft of April. 

Hoftilities were now actually commencing in Ame- 
rica; and feveral fkirmifhes occurred between the 
Americans and his majefty’s troops. General Gage, 
who commanded the Englith ‘forces, receiving in- 
formation that a‘great quantity of military ftores 
were in the poffeffion of the provincial troops, at the 
town of Concord, fent a detachntent of forces under 
the command of hieutenant-colonel Smith, and major 
Pitcairn, fupported by another body, commanded 
by lord Percy, in order to feize or deftroy it. This 
fervice was effeGtually performed, after fome fkir- 
mifhes, but on the nineteenth of April the troops 
were attacked at Lexington, on their return towards 
Bofton, when fever }’were killed and wounded or 
both fides; the provincials firing from behind ftone- 
walls, hedges, and bufhes. 

The provincials now invefted the town of Bofton, 
and the people of New York, ‘hearing of the ation 


| at Lexington, and the affair of Concord, rofe in a tu- 


whea the numbers were, one hundred and ferenty- | multuous manncr, entered the town-houfe, feized 


one for the motion, and two hundred and thirty- 
nine aguinft it. 

A petition was, in a few days after, prefented to 
tie hou’ of commons from the corporation of Lon- 
don, agamft the bill then depending in the houfe 
for rcfiraining the trade of New England, and the 
fitheries of that colony oa the banks of Newfound- 
land. This petition reprefented the bill as unjuft, 
crucl, partial, and oppreflive: injurious to the trade 
of Great Britain, and tending to increafe the wealth 
and ftrength of ber enemics, ‘The fame corporation 
alfo prefented a petition of a fimilar nature to the 
houfe of lords ; the American merchants alfo prefent- 
ed a petition to the houfe of lords; and another to 
the hing ; but all thefe folicitations proved ineffec- 
tual, the bill pafled both houfes, and on the thirtieth 
of March received the soyal affent. 


His majefiv again went to the boufe of peers on 
the thirteenth of April, and, among other bills, 
gave the royal affent to ‘* A Lill to refirain the trade 


and commerce of the culonics of New Jerfey, Penn- 
fylvania, Marylaxl, Virginia, and South Cgrolim 
to any of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Weft 
India iflands.” After the pafling of thefe a@s the 
general, Burgoyne, Clinton, aay Howe, were fent 
to tuke on them the command of the trocps deftined 


or any olher meafure, except fuch a general fyfiem as 
would leave ty the mother country only a nominal fove- 
seignty, would hav: rcttored trancuillity. In their de- 
mand on government, they avoned the full extent of this 

rai ciple, and im marking the line of their voluntary fub- 
jeGion, referved a ground for future cavil, by declaring 
they would fubmit only to fach aéts as were bona fide ine 
tended fur the regulation of dheir ade. 


many ftands of anns, appropriated to their own ufe 
the cargoes of two thips laden with military flores for 
general Gage, and then marched to the ailiftance of- 
the Boftonians. They not énlv continued to block up 
the town of Bofton, but began to raife batteries on 
the heights of the peninfula of Charles Town, in or- 
der to cannonade his majefty’s troops. This occa- 
fioned an a&tion at Bunker's Hill; for on the feven- 
teenth of Junc, a confiderable body of troops, under 
the command of m jor-general Howe, and brigadier- 

ncral Pigot, were fent to diflodge the neials, 
This body of forces, with a proportionable ai 
of artillery, facilitated their landing near Bunker 
Hill, under the proteftion of the thips of war, armed 
veflels, floating batteries, &c. and being {oon after 
reinforced by another detachment, a defperate aftion 
commenced, in which the Britith were vido. 
rious, the provincial lines being forced, and them. 
felves compelled to retreat, leaving behind {everul 
pieces of cannon and other military ftores *. 

On the evening of the twenty-third of Auguft, the 
cannon were feized by order of the conzrefs, though 
the Afia man of war, which lay in tie hwbour, ea- 
deavonred to prevent it by cannonading the town. 

In the meantime, general Carleton was indefatigable 
in his endeavours to render the province of Canada in 


* The lofs of the provincials in killed and wounded was 
faid to be very great; of the Britihh rise according to 
the retush of general Gage, two hundred and twenty-fix 
were killed, and eight hondred and twenty-eight wound- 
ed, fome of the latter dving foon after; and more then a, 
prone number of officers dignified theisrefpective 


é 


2 per- 
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& permanent flate of defence; and the earl of Dunmore, 
governor of Virginia, taking als on board a fhissof 
war, harraffed the coaft, and made frequent defcents 
upon Canada.: laying wafte the country, carrving 
off or fpiking up a vaft number of cannon, deftroy- 
ing gycat quantities of military ftores belonging to 
the provincials, &c. &c. But on the other fide, Fort 
St. John furrendered to the provincial forces, on 
the third of November, and the garrifon became pri- 
foners, On the eighteentl of the fame month, a 
fierce engagement occurred between the king’s troops 
and the provincials, near Savannah, in Georgia, in 
which the latter were defeated ; and on the thirty- 
firfl of December, the provincial general Montgo- 
mery, who had for fome time laid fiege to the city 
of Quebec, attempted to take it by ftorm. In this 
attempt, however, he was defeated and flain, with 
feveral of his officers, and about fixty privates ; about 
three hundred were alfo taken prifoners. 

The parliament of England meeting on the twen- 
ty-fixth of Oétober, the feflion was opened by his 
majefty with a fpeech from the throne *. The at- 
tention of the parliament, previous to the holidays, 
was cngaged jn raifing and adjufting the fupplies for 
the enfuing year, and concerting the proper mea- 
fures for raifing them. Several falutary a&s were 
alfo framed, which, having pafied both houfes, re- 
ceived the royal affent ; ats which the parliament 
was progued to the twenty-fifth of January, 1776. 

The parliament affembled purfuant to their ad- 
journment ; and on the fame day, a paper was deli- 
vered to the members of both houfes, containing the 
following words: ‘* To the parli ment, A fuffering 
and afflited people moft hambly and folemnly be- 
feech and implore every member of parliament to 

ut a {peedy ftop -to.the further effufion of the 
Jood of our American brethren; that peace and 
tranquillity may be reftored to the royal breaft, and 
glery , commerce, and felicity, to the whole empire +.” 
oftilities were now purfued with great vebemence 

in America. ‘General Gage having been recalled, 
the chief command of the army at Bofton devolved 
on general Howe, who foon after iffued a procla- 
mation declaring thofe inhabitants who attcinpted to 
quit the town without licence, fubje@ to military 
exccation, if dete@ed and taken ; and if they efcap- 


* A few days before the 0 ning of the feffion, a peti- 
tion from the general.congre(fs in America, figned by the 
heads of the refpe@ive colonies, was prefente | te his ma- 
jefty, humbly foliciting that fuch meafures might be pur- 
fued as might tend to eradicate the prefent difturbances, 
and efiect a lafting and happy reconciliation. 

t In the courfe of the Iefon the attention of the-lords 
was cngaged on the trial ef the duchefs of Kingiton, who 
was accufed of bigamy, in having married the duke of 
Kingfton, while her hrf hufband, the honourable Mr. 
Hervey, (afterwards carl of -Briftol) was living. The 
trial centinucd five days, at the clefe of which the pri- 
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el, to be proceeded azainft as traitors. By another, 
fuch as obtained permiflion to quit the town were 
reKrained, by feveral penaltie,, from taking more than 
a {mall fpecified fum of mouey with them, He alfa 
enjoined the figaing and entering into an affociation, 
by which the remaining inhabitants offered their 
perfons for the defence of the town, &c. But ge- 
neral Howe now thought it expedient to evacuate 
the town of Bofton, which he effeéted on the feven- 
teenth of March; and foon after made good his 
landing, and capture of New York. In June a 
battle occurred in Canada, between the rogulrs un- 
der general Carleton, and the provincials, at a place 
called Trois Rivieres, (Three Rivers) when the lat- 
ter were defeated, many of them being killed and 
wounded, and above two hnndred taken prifoners. 
In the fame month an attempt was made on Charles 
Town, South Carolina, by Sir Peter Parker, at the 
head of a flect of hips of war, and gencral Clinton ° 
with a body of land forces, but it failed of fuccefs ; 
and on the fourth of July following, the congrefs 
declared the colonies independent. 

On the nineteenth of September a declaration was 
hae by lord Howe and general Howe, ad- 

reffed to the provincials ; offering rational terms of 
accommodation, and foliciting them to refleé&t upon 
their condu@&; but the caufes of diffention were fo 
highly aggravated by fome recent tranfaétions both in 
England and America, that the provincials fecined not 
only to reje& every conciliatory propofal, but were. 
obftinately determined to affert that independence 
which tl:cy had avowed. 

On the thirtieth of September general Howe iffued. 
another proclamation, offering a full pardon to all 
deferters, who fhould furrender themielves at the 
head quarters on or before the thirty-firit of Oétober, 
1776. But this proclamation proved equally inet- 
fettual. 

After the publication of thefe proclamations many 
fkiymifhes happened between the king’s troops, and” 
the provincials ; but nothing decifive happened till 
towards the end of O&ober, when the latter were 
defeated, in an aétion, afterwards termed the Battle 
of the White Plains. 

In the difpatches from gencral Howe, dated No- 
vember thirty, befidgs au account of a varicty of 


foner being called to the bar, was informed by the lord 
high-fteward, that the lords had pronounced her guilty, 
In confequence of this. the claimed her privilege of peer- 
age, which occafioned the lords to adjourn to the chamber 
of parliament te debate on the matter. Qn their rewrn 
the prifoner was again called to-the bar, and the loid 
high fteward pronounced it to be the fenfe of the houfe, 
« That the duchefs.thould be allowed the privilege fhe 
claimed.” As a peercfs, fhe could endure no kind of 
corporal punithment, and was therefore diftharged cn. 
paying her fees. 


K fhirmifhery 
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fkirmithes, information was given of the taking of 
Fort Wathington, and Fort Lec, ‘by the Britifh 
turces, together with a great varicty of militarv 
flores, and many prifoners. In December, Rhode 
Hand was taken by general Clinton; about the fame 
time lord Cornwallis took poffellion of Eaft-Jerfey, 
amd yeneral Lee was‘taken prifoner, by a patrole of 
Britith ‘dragoons, commanded by ficutenant-colonel 
(afterwards lord) Harcourt *. 

The parliament met again on the thirty-firit of 
October, when his majefty opened the feffion with 
a ipeech from the throne, recapitulating grievances, 
and complaining of his proferred tie ae to the 
Americans being rejected with circumitances of in- 
dignity’and inlult. The nature of the {peech occa- 
fioned confiderable debates in both houfes, concern- 
ing the addreffes which were proper to prefent to 
his majefiy upon the occafion. The moft important 

‘avere in the houfe of lords; but they were at length 
adjufied, as well as thofe in the lower houfe: and 
the addreffes were accordingly prefented ; to each 
Hd which his majefty returned a moft gracious an- 
iver, 

The firft national bufinefs proceeded on was, the 
confideration of the fupplies, when a motion was 
mode that fortv-fire thontand feamen, including ten 
thoufand one hnndred and twenty-nine marines, be 
employed for the galas of the enfaing year. The 
motion wes carried by a great majority. At the fame 
time a refolution pafied for allowing four pounds per 


* The following are the particulars of the manner in 
which general Lee was taken prifoner. Colonel Harcourt 
having penetrated the country upon a recunnoitering 
party with about twelve light dragoons, and happening 
to meet a country man on the road, entered into converfa- 
tion with him, and found he was charged with a letter to 
eencral Wathington, and that the wafer with which the 
letter was fealed was fill wet; the fignature being that 
of Mr. Lee, the colonel defired the countryman to con- 
dud him to that gentleman, which he complied with. 
The countryman was accordingly mounted behind one 
of the dragoons, and a party gal to the houfe where 
Mr. Lee was: the guard fired upon the dragoom, by 
which one private was killed, and a cornet wounded ; 
a bullet paffed through colonel Harcourt’s helmet, but did 
not injure him. Lee was now fummoned to furrender 
which he complied with, delisered up his fword, and 
inthe moft earnef#t manner interceded for his life, defiring 
to come in under the proclamation. This, of courfe, 
could not be complied with, he was therefore conduGed 
to the head-quarters, and conveyed on board one of his 
maiefty’s hips. He was afterwards exchanged for fome 
of the king’s officers, who had been taken prifoners by 
the provincial. 

¢ This year terminated with an event, which, fora con- 
fiderable time, occ afioned great confufion, sppreheniion, 
and fufpicion. On the ninth of December intelligence 


was received at the admiralty office, by exprefs, that a | 
fire broke out in the rope houte of his mami yard at : 
ock on Sa- | 


Portfmeutr, about half'an year after four o'c 
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mah pet month, for the mainténance ‘aid’ wages of” 
every feamen.. ; oe 
_ Onthe twenty-feeond of November a proclama- 
tion was iffued by his majelty for a general fat to be 
obferved throughout England on the thirteenth of 
December following. The fame folemn a& of hu- 
miliation was enjoined to be obferved on the fame 
a MS pew and = the — in piney 

ortly ano mation was iffued for 
recalling ard prokibiting fearen from ferving foreign 
ftates, and for pranting rewards for difcovering fuch 
fermen as thoald conceal themfelves, in a gratuity of 
two pounds for every able, and thirty fhillings for 
every ordinary feamen, to bé paid-to any perfon on 
making fuch difcoveries; that fuch men. might be 
taken iuto his majefty’s fervice; ‘by any one of his 
majefty'’s fea-officers for raifing men, on or before 
the thirty-firft of December next. 

The parliament met on the twenty-firk of January 
1777, purfuaut to adjournment, and immediately 
proceeded on the bufinefs of the nation. The firli 
thing that engaged the particular attention of the 
commons: was, a bill broaght in for granting com- 
miffions, or letters 6f marque and reprifal, as they 
were ufuully called, to the owners of captains of 
private merchant thips, duthoriziny them to tuke 
aud make prizes of all veffels with their effcéts, be- 
longing to any of the inhabitants of the thirtcen {pe- 
cified revolted Americ n colonies. This bill paffed 
the comnions without oppofition ; nor did it produce. 


turday afternoon, which cohtibued with great violence, 
and confumed the whole, except the outér walls; but! 
by the timely affiflaace, and vigorous efforts of the work- 
men of the yard, the feamen of his majefty's thips, the 
marines quartered at Portfmouth, and, the men belonging 
to the ordnance with ther refpedtive officers, it ani 
pity prevented from extending to any other of the 
dings in the yard; and was at length totally extin- 
gulthéd, The principal lofs fuftained by this accident 
confifted chiefly of the rigging.of two fyps, the imple- 
ments belonging to the rope makers and rigging houfc, 
a {mafl quantity of cordage, and fome toppings of hemp, 
The alarm occafioned by this accident was greatly in- 
creafed by snother of a fimilar natute, that happened 
fhorily after at Briftol, which deftroyed x confiderable 
range of warehoufes, bcfides many privatedwelling,, and, 
it not been for the quick difcovery and alaciity of 

the le in fupprefiing it, would have been produ@ive 
of the moft fatal confequences, How thefe accidents 
were occafioned was for fumc time a myftervs but it was 
at leagth difcovered tnat they originated from the machi- 
nations of a wretched enthuliaft and incendiary, alter 
wards well known by the appellation of John the Puinter, 
but whofe real name was James Aitken. When he wns 
fecured and examined, he refufed anfwering any quef- 
tions, and otherwife behaved in a very refolute and daring 
menocr. But there appcaring fuficient reafoa to fuppnly 
him the guilty perfon, he was committed to Winohefer 
gaol. At the next affizes he was brought te trial, aad being 

found guilty, was foon after ex at Postfinouth. 

much 
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much debate among the lords, with whom it under- 
went the inconfiderable alteration, of inferting the 
words, “letters of permiffion,” inftead of “ letters 
of marque,” the latter being thought only appli- 
cable to reprifals on a foreign encmny. 

On the dav the above bill patfed the lords, a mo- 
tion was made in the houfe of commons, for leave 
to bring ing bill to enable his majefty to detain per- 
fous charged with, or fufpeGed of, the crime of 
higl-treaton committed in America, or on the high 
feas, of the crime of piracy. ‘The bill being admuit- 
ted, was, after great debates, read the firft time; 
and a motion being made for the ferond reading, it 
was carricd by a great majority“. At the very nest 
meeting of the members, the bill, notwitaftanding 
it hid been’ petitioned againft by the city of,London, 
was read the third time, and, after fome few aitera- 
tions, pafied the houlct 

It was more ftrongly oppofed in the upper than 
the lower houfe, till the queftion was put for read- 
ing it the third time, when (among otacrs who ob- 
jected to it) lord Abingdon rofe, aad declared him- 
{IF totally againft the bill, as repugnant to tie laws 
of nations, and to the dictates of humanity. His 
lordtiip particularly dwelt upon the word “ful 
pected,” as a term of fuch latitude, that it was liable 
to be conftrued to the moft unconftitutional mean- 
ings, and the confequences of the bill might sprove 
fatal to the liberties of this country: he therefore 
could not give his confent to the pafling of the bill. 
‘ The bill, however, was carried, without further de- 
bate ; and, on the third of March, received the royal 
affent. Among others which reccived the royal fig- 
net at tic fame time was, the ‘bill for enabling the 
lords of the admiralty to grant letters of marque to 
private fhips of war, or merchant fhips belonging to 
the American colonies, that were then in a&ual re- 
bellion againft Great Britain.” 

The next circunitance that excited the attention 
of the commons was, the following meffage from his 
myetty, which was read by lord North. 

‘ G, Rex, 

“Tt gives his majefiy much concern to find himfelf 
obliged to acquaint the houfe of commons with the 
difficulties he labours under, by reafon of debts in- 
curred by the expences of his houfehold, and of the 
civil government, which being computed on the fifth 
of January laft, do amount to more than fix hundred 
thoufand pounds, His majefty relies on the loyalty 


* This bill occafioned great difcontents among the peo- 
ple, and during the fhort time it was in agitation, a peti- 
tion againft it was prefented, to the commons from the 
city of London. 

+ For this {peech Sir Fletcher Norton received the 
peas Ae the houfe, and was defired to print it. Adol- 

’s Hifory, ii, 485. 

Vor. Ii]. No. 107, 


4 


377 


and affeétion of his faithful commons, of which he 
has received fo many fignal proofs, for enabling him 
to difcharge this debt; and that they will at the 
fame time inake fome further provifion for the better 
fupport of his majefty’s howlehold, and the honour 
and dignite of his crown. 
G.R.” 
This mefleg: being read, a motion was made for 
referring it 10 a coumittee of fop'y on that day 


“dennignt. One meyber ftrongly oppoled this todon 


as unnfual, if not unprecederted, it having at all 
tines been enfiowary to take roya! meflage. mto im- 
mediate confideration, This produced a very warm 
debute, at the clofe of which, however. the motion 
was carried. On the day appoiu'e (cr tal.ing this 
matter into coiideration, the houfe went into a 
committee of fupply ; and after fome debate, came 
to the following refolutions: “ Refolved. that it 1s 
the opinion of this committee, that the fum of fix 
hundred and eighteen thoufand two hundred and 
forty pounds nive thillings be granted to his majefty 
to dilcharge the erreers and debt due, and owing, 
on account of the etl lift on toe fifth of January, 
175." & Relolved, that it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the fum of one hundred thoufand 
pounds per annum be granted to his majefty over 
and above the fam of cight hundred thoufand pounds 
granted by an aét made in the firlt year of his reign.” 
When thefe refolutions were reported from the com- 
mittee of fupply to the whole houfe, the firlt was 
agreed to without oppoiition ; but the tecond pro- 
duced debates which continued:tor feveral hours, at 
the clofe of which, however, it was agreed to by a 
great majority. 

A bill was immediatelv framed, which foon piffed 
both houfes, and on the feventh of May reccived the 
royal affent. ‘This gratuity on tlie part of the com~ 
mons to the fovereign was accompanied by an ad- 
drefs from the fpeaker +, which feemed very ingeni- 
oufly adapted to reconcile fo extraordinary a mea- 
fure, at fuch a crifis, to the minds of the people, un- 
der the idea of loyalty; while it recommended a 
pra@tice of which the political manauvres of the 
times could not boaft in ‘any eminent degree. In- 
deed, it appeared to the difcerning-end imp irtial, an 
admirable {pecimen of {tate fnefle f. 

While this bill was in agitation, a motion was made 
by Sir James Lowther, “ that an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his majefty, for an augmentation of the 


annual 


t The following is a copy of fir Fletcher Norton’s addrefs, 
who was at that time fpeaker of the houfe of commons: 


“ Moft gracious forereign, 


The bill which it is now my duty to prefent to your 
majefty, is entitled, “ An aé& for the belies fupport of his 
majefty’s houfehold, and the honour and diguity of the 

5C crown 
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annual incomes of their royal fighueffes the dukes 
of Gloucefter and Cumberland.” This motion, how- 
ever, was rejected by a great majority. 

No other butinefs of importance occurred during 
the ‘reaiainder of this feflion ‘I'he public affairs 
being, therefore, finithed, ou the tixth of June, his 
majcity Sigu to the houle of peers, and after 
figning {ich bills as were ready, prorogued the par- 
liament. 

Let us now advert to our affairs in America, where 
the war was profecuting with the utmoft vigour. In 
the beginning of this year feveral fkirmithes happened 
in the Jerfeys with various fuccels. On the twenty- 
third and twenty-fourth of March a great quantity 
of provitions, ftores, &c. with barracks and fore- 
houtes belonging to the provincial-, were deftroved 
by the king's troops, at Peck’s Hill, on the North 
River. The cruizers belongings to lord Howe and 
commodore Hotham’s flect continued to!take many 
prizes. In Connecticut, on the twentv-feventh of 
April, the hing’s troops deflroved a great quantity of 
ftores at Danbury. General Burzovne, with the 
northern army, proceeded to Tieonderago and Fort 
Independence, which he took poffeffion of on the 
fixth of July, and found great quantities of ftores 
and provitions, befides what he deftroyed at Skenef- 
borough. He then took poffetlion of Fort Edward, 
which the provingials abandoned, and procceded to 
Saratoga, where they were ftrongly pofte]. On 
the eleventh of September, an engagement took 
place between the troops under general Howe and 
the provincials on the heights of Brandywine, in 
which many were killed and wounded on both fides, 
and four hnadred provincials were taken prifoners. 
But though the latter were defeated, and the aétion 
at fir feemed of an indecifive nature, it occaGoned 
Philadelphiz to fall into the hands of the Britifh 
forces. An attack was alfo made by the provincials 
on Staten Ifland nearly at the f.me time; but they 
were repulfed with great flanghter. And about the 
fame period, general Clinton fiormed and took Fort 
Chaton and kort Montgomery. 

On the finwenth of Odtober, the provincials, un- 
der the command of general Gates, having furround- 
ed general Burgevne's arary at Saratoga, the latter 
theaght p-oper to enter into articles of capttulataon : 
by which, after laving down their arms, be and his 


crown o: Gre.t Britain, to which your commons humbly 
beer vem royal ath vt, 

“By thi bill, Gr, and the rcfpe@ful circumfances 
which preceded and accompani. d it, your common: have 
given the fulleit and cleare‘t proof of their zeal and aflec- 
tion for your ma,r tly; for in a time of public diftref,, full 
of ea and danjer, their cunfituents labouring under 
burthens almoit tou licavy to be borne, your faithful com- 
mons poftponed all other bufinef?, and, with as much 
difpatch as the nature of their proccedings would admit, 
have not only granted to your maeity a large present 


| 
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troops were to have a free paffage to Great Britain. 
Towards the clofe of the year feveral forts were 
taken by the troops and fhipping; and many fkir- 
mifhes happened on the banks of the Delaware, in 
order to preferve the communication with the army 
at Philadelphia. The provincials likewife ev: cuated 
their entrenchments at Red Bank. 

uring this year great diftarbances happened in 
the Eaft Indies, wherc lord Pigot, governor of Ma- 
dras was depofed, imprifoned, and foon after died. 
His death was imputed to various caufes, but as it 
happened in a region where the moft palpable crimes 
have often been connived at, it is fuppofed to have 
efcaped that minute inveftigation which it demanded. 

The parliament affembling on the twenticth of 
November, his mijefty went to the houft of peers, 
and opened the feffion with a fpeech. ‘Fhe toute 
then refolved itfelf intoa committee of fapply, when 
a fhort ftate of the navy, both as to the number of 
thips and men employed, and where flationed, being 
given, a motion was made, ‘ That it is the refolu- 
tion of this committee, that fixty thoufand feamen 
be employed for the fervice of the year *.” ‘This 
motion produced very warm debates, at the clofe of 
which it was carricd without a divifion. The fup- 
plies being granted, and feveral bills read, (among 
which was that for fufpending the habeas corpus) on 
the ténth of December his mijefty went to the honfe 
of peers, and after figning the refpective bills, ad- 
Journed the parliament. 

A motion was made by the carl of Abingdon, on 
the fourth of February, when the parliament again 
ailembled, ‘* That this houft, taking into confider- 
ation the leyality of the prefent mode of bencvo- 
lences, or of raifing forces by fubfcription, do look 
upon this praétice as contrary to law, and the prin- 
ciples of the conftitution.” This motion produced 
confiderable debates, but was at length rejected by 
a great majority. 

On the fecond of February, it was inoved in the 
houfe of commons, that an addrefs fhoald be prefent- 
ed to his majefty, requefting that lic would be gra- 
cioully pleated to order the prover officers to lay be- 
fore the houfe the accounts received from the admi- 
ral on the Jamaica flation, relitive to the fhipping 
under his command. The queftion was carried with- 
out a divifion. Mr. Pulteney then took the chair ; 


fupply, but alfo a very great additional revenue ; great 
beyond cxample; great beyond your majefty’s highch 
expence. 

“« But all this, fir, they have done in a well-grounded 
confidence, that you will apply uyily what they have 
granted liberally, and feeling what every good fubjcct mult 
feel with the greateft {atisfa¢tion, that under the diro@tion 
uf your majefty’s wifdom, the a(fluence and g of 
the lareries will reficét dignity and honour spon bis 

opie.” 
PA. D, 1778, | 
having 


st 


GEQRGE IOI. 


having gone into a committee of the whole houfe to 
take into confideration the ftate of the nation, Mr. 
Charles Fox, on whofe motion the committce was 
formed, opcned the debate. He took a retrofpec- 
tive view of the American war ; followed it in all its 
ftages ; pointed ont the events, as well fortunate as 
unfortunate, of each refpe&ive year ; demonftrated 
from his ftatement the incapacity of adminiftration 
to conduct the war, their ignorance of men, mea- 
fures, and the country of America; and enumerated 
the errors and blunders into which this unpardonable 
ignorance had plunged them. He pointed out the 
efencelefs ftate of the Britifh empire in Europe, 
from the abfence of the troops and navy ; and con- 
cluded his {peech with moving, that as it would be 
impoffiblé to complete the propofed levies in due 
time to replace the regiments that might in the in- 
terim be fent away, the houfe, confidering the ftate 
to which fach a meafure would reduce the nation, 
would not fuffer any troops from Great Britain, Ire- 
land, Minorca, or Gibraltar, to be fent to Ame- 
rica *” 
hg bufinefs of the new levies came on two days 
after: it was oppofed by fome of the minority, but 
the houfe, after along debate, granted to his majefty 
a fum of monep for the pay and maintenance of the 
new corps. 

On te fixteenth a full houfe affembled ‘0, hear 
Mr. Burke’s promifed motion ; and the honourable 
member began with an awful folemnity to prepare 
their minds, and incline them to adopt his fentiments. 
After an interefting exordium, he deferibed the fa- 
vage ungovernable rage of the Indians let loofe upon 
the unarmed, the aged, the infant, and the help- 
lefs female ; he reprefented them rioting in murder, 
luft, and rapine: he drew, in the moft affe&ing 
terns, the fuficrings of the unhappy vidims whom 
they devoted to death ; a death which his pathetic 
eloquence reprefented with an afpect horrid almoft 
beyond conception. Raifed by his own imagery to 
a high degree of indignation, he inveighed mofi ye- 
hemently on thofe who, by ordering a treaty with 
the barbarians, might be juftly deemed the authors 
of all the calamities which attctided the inhuman 
meafure. Adminiftration, and feveral principal com- 
manders were minutely exhibited ; and the fhare 
they hid undertaken in the barbaritics complained 
of were held up to execration. Towards the conclu- 
fion of his harangue, which had delighted and afto- 
nifhed the auditors for about three hours, he moved, 
that copies of the treaties entered into with the In- 
dlians fhould be laid before the houfe | The motion 
was warmly oppofed by adminiftration, and as vi- 


* This important refolution was not oppofed by argu- 
ments, but by votes, The queftion was called for, and 
upon a divifion it wgs rejeQed, The numbers for the re- 
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goroufly defended by the minoritv. The arguments 
of the latter differed but little from thofe of Mr, 
Burke ; they were all framed after his model; the 
differences lay only in the colouring and fancy, The 
oppoe fide vindicated the Indians from therefic&tions 
thrown on them ; and inftances of their humanity, and 
the firi& difcipline they were obliged to fubmit to, 
were adduced. The faés urged as proofs of the 
untameable and ungovernable rage of the Indians, it 
was faid, were greatly exaggerated ; they owed much 
of their horror to the fancy of the orator ; and, fuch 
as they were, ought to be deemed the aéts of a few 
lawlefs banditti of their body, who equally difclaimed 
obedience to our commanders and to their own; and 
therefore were not to be attributed to the nation, 
who, to the knowledge of many members of the 
houfe, had often a@ted with a degree of humanity 
which might make even a chriftian blufh. The 
emancipation of the negroes, by lord Dunmore, was 
juftified on the ground of neeeffity ; it was impollible 
to raife men otherwife to recover our juft rights ; 
every private confideration fhould yicld to the pro- 
motion of the public good. The debate was warm, 
interefting, and of great extent; the queftion being 

ut, the motion was reyeGted by a majority of cighty- 

x. 

On the ninetcenth, lord North prefented to the 
houfe, ‘‘a bill to enable his majelty to appoint 
commiffioners to treat, confent, and agree on the 
means of quieting the diforders then fubfifting in 
certain of the colonies, plantations, and provinces 
of America.” Asalfo, ‘ a bill for declaring the in. 
tention of the parliament of Great Britain, concerns 
ing the exercife of the right of impofing taxcs on the 
colonies, plantations, and provinces of America,” 
which after feveral days debate, and fome amend- 
ments, werc carried. 

On the twenty-fecond of March an embargo was 
laid by the French on all thipping belonging to the 
fubje&s of his Britannic majefty at that time in their 
ports; and having previoully tted out a large fleet, 
it was thought neceffary to call out the militia of 
England, and encamp them, in order to oppofe any 
intended invafion; and on the twenty-feventh of 
March, an order was iffued for detaining in the ports 
of England, all French ships. 

His majefty, having fuddenly formed a refolution 
of viewing fome of the principal dock-yards, repair. 
ed to Chatham and Sheernefs, and having furveyed 
what was thought moft worthy of obfervation at thofe 

laces, he, together with the queen, &c. vifited 
Porthmonth on the fecond of Mav, and after review 
ingthe flect, returned on the ninth to London +. 


folution were one hundred and fixty-five againft two hun- 
dred and fifty-nine. 

¢ On the twelfth of May the nation fuftaincd a moft 

important 
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On the twenty-eighth of May, the royal affent 
was given to a bill for the idliet of the Roman Ca- 
tholics; and about the fame time an embargo was 
laid on all foreign veffels in the ports of England. 

Haring narrated the material tranfa@ions of the 
parliament, and other domeftic occurrences, we muft 
ow advert to our naval and military effairs. Ad- 
miral Keppel having failed with a fleet deficient in 
ike of force, for the purpofe of attacking the 

rench, returned to England for a reinforcement, 
which having obtained, he again put to fea. Qn 
the twenty-feventh of July, the two grand fleets met, 
and engaged off Uihant; the iffue of which, in con- 
fequence of an accufation laid by fir Hugh Pallifer, 
vice-admiral, againit the chief commander, pre- 
duced preat diffentions. The engagement was men- 
tioned in fuch cenforious terms by fr Hugh Pal- 
lifer, as to reflec on the reputation of the admiral. 
Mr. Keppel, however, vindicated his chara@er in 
deri on the fecond of December, notwith- 

anding which, fir Hugh Pallifer exhibited his 
charge againft him on the feventecth of the fame 
month at the admiralty. The bill far }is 
land received the royal affent ‘twenty’ 
enfuing ; his trial accordingly commenced on the 
firft of February, when |: was unanimoufly ac- 
quitted with the greateft honour, aid the profecution 
pronounced to be malicious *. 

During thefe tranfaGions at home, holftilities were 
Lahaina with vigour inAmetica. On the eigh- 
teenth of June, general Clinton evacuated Philadel- 
phia. He was attacked on his march by the pro- 
yincials, whofe obje& odio to be the gaining 
poffeffion of the Britifh baggage; but in this they 
were difappointed, and every where repulfed by 
means of the judicious manner in which general Clin 
ton had difpofed his furces, 

In confequence of the bill empowering his majefty 
to appoint commiffioners to treat of a pacification 


important lof. in the death of the illuftrious earl of Cha- 
tham; a ftatefman unrivalled in the annals of hiftory. To 
aggrandize his country appears throughout the whole of 
his political condu@ to have been his ultimate view. He 
was not only eminent for the difplay of eloquence in the 
fenate, but the formation and execution of plans which at 
once aftonifhed and terrified the common enemy, and 
rendered the Britith arms the dread and admiration of 
the world. 

Particulars r-fpeQing the death of lord Chatham, ex- 
traGed from a letter from lord Camden to a nobleman of 
the higheft rank. ‘I faw him in the prince’s chamber, be- 
* fore he went into the houfe, and converfed a little with 
“ him; but fuch was the feeble ftate of his body, and 
** indeed the diftempered agitation of his ming, that I 

‘# did forbode his ftrength would certainly fail him before 
“ be had finifhed his H sak The earl {poke, but was 
«¢ not fike himfclf. His fpeech faultered, his fontences 
“ broken, and his mind not mafter of itfejf. His words 


* were threds of eloquence, and flathes of 


. the intention of 
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with America, the earl of Carlifle, Mr. Eden, and 

ernors Juhnftone, went officioufly to America, 
for the purpole of effc&ing an accomodation with the 
Americans. But fo far from accomplifhing that moft 
defireable object, the meafures purfucd tended to 
extend the unhappy breach. The bill for declaring 
e Britifh parliament of impofing 
the taxes on the colonies, could not poffibly fail of 
producing fuch an effe&as it flruck at the original 
primary caufe of the rupture. 

The ifland of St. Pierre and ag hese were taken 
from the French about this time, by admiral Mon- 
tague’s fleet; to form a kind of counterbalance to 
which, the ifland of Dominica was captured by an 
armament of French and Americans from Marti- 
nico, ; 

On the eleventh of December, admire! Barrington, 
who fucceeded lord Howe in the command of the 
Britith fleet, and a body of forces under general 
Grant, feized on the ifland of St. Lucia, one of the 
Antilles belonging to the French. Count D’ Efiaing 
attempted to retuke it, but was repulfed with confi- 
derable lofs both by fea and land. 

The provinces of Georgia furrendered to a de- 
tachment of Britifh troops, on the fourth of Janu- 
ary ¢, and many, inhabitants of that colony and 
of the Curolinas came in and joined the royalitts. 
On the third of March, general Prevoft, by furprife, 
obtatned a complete victory over the Americans un- 
der general Athe, In the beginning of May, fir 
Heury Clinton concerted with fir George Collier, 
who then commanded the marine at New York, an 
expedition to the Chefapeak, and a defecnt upon 
Virginia, as meafures which would embarrafs and 
diftrefs the cnemy, much more than any other that 
could be undertaken, A fufficient quantity of naval 
and land forces for the intended purpofes, were accord- 
ingly difpatched from New York, under the condu& 
of fir George Colliery and major-general Matthew. 


“ the fame fire, that he, Prometheuclike, had ftolen 
“ from heaven, and were then pera to the place 
« from whence they were taken. He fellback upon his 
*¢ feat, and was to all appearance in the pangs of death. 
*¢ This threw the whole houfe into confufion. Many 
“ crowded about the earl. Even thofe who might have 

felt a fecret pleafurc in the accidunt, yet put on the 

7 replete of diftrefs—except only the earl of Mans- 

field, who fat ftill, almoft as much unmoved, as the 

fenfelefs body itfelf.” Belfham’s Memoirs, ii. 335. 

* On the acquittal of admiral Keppel, the moft'ge- 
neral demonftrations of joy took place, and the greateft 
illumination$ were difplayed in moft of the cities, towns, 
&c, throughout the kingdom. He likewife received the 
united thanks of the houfe of lords, houfe of commons, the 
lord mayor and common council of London Nba pre- 
fented him with the frecdom of the city, in a box made 
of the heart of oak, and richly decorated with gold,) and 
of many ather cities, towne, corporiijpns, &< 

tA. D. 1779. 
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The fect having fuccelsfully paffed between the 
capes of Virginia, the Raifonable maa of war, with 
fome‘atmed tenders, were left in Hampton Road to 
block up that port, and to intercept the navigation 
of the river James, while fir George Collier, having 
thifted his pendant to a frigate, proceeded with the 
finaller fhips of war and tranfports up Elizabeth 
River. The town of Portimouth was their imme- 
diate obje&, but the fleet being ‘delayed by fome 
circumftances of wind or tide in its paflage, the ge- 
neral and troaps, ps. pee of delay, were landed 
at fome diftance, ly 


marched direétly towards the 
place. The town-was open and defencelefs, but the 
paflage to it by water was covered by Fort Nelfon, 
which had. bed conftruGed at about half a mile dif- 
tance for that purpofe. The garrifon of the fort, 
knowing that no fuccour was at hand, and that the 
fort was incapable of any effeQual defence, aban- 
doned it on approach of the army, which in- 


ftantly took poffeflion of that and the town. The — 
town, or remains of Norfolk, on the oppofite fide of ' 
the river, alfo fell into their hands. On the ap- | 
pre of the fleet and army, the enemy burned | 


everal vefiels in thefe ports, among which were two 


large French fhips Jaden with a tlroufand hogthcads | 


of tobacco ; the’ celerity of the inyaders having early 
checked the deftru@tion, feveral others were pre- 
forved , and fell into the hands of the vidi, In 
the mean .time the Britifh guards marched eighteen 
miles by night to the town of Suffolk, on the Nanfe- 
mond Kiver, and arrived there at day break, 


found the place had been haftily abandoned at their - 


approach; and they immediately proceeded to the 
uction of a very large magazine of provifions, 
togcther with the veffels and naval ftores, Within 
a fortnight that the fleet and army continued upon 
the coaft, the lofs fuftamed the Americans in 

ovifions and ftores was prodigious. Above one 

undred and thirty thips and veffels of all forts were 


deftroyed or taken. All thofe upon the ftocks were ' 
burned, and every thing relative to the building or | 


’ fitting of fhips, that was not portable, was deftroyed. 
Whea the A as : 
to fir Henry Clinton by fir George Collier's letter, 


the general {ent an immediate order for their return ; ' 


ve circumflances were communicated ,. 


~ 


and the fleet and army, with their prizes, arrived . 
fafe at New York, before the expiration of the - 


month. 

pl ena had, fer fome time, 
in conftru&ting very ftrang works 
portant pofis of Verplanke Neck and Stoney Fort in 
the Highlands. All thefe works were nearly com- 
pleted, but not yet defenfible, when the general 
thought it a proper feafon to avail himfelf of the 
induftry of the enemy, wad to reap the fruits of 


been engaged 


* Having thefe pofts, the enemy in the 
under a necedily oPnakin 4 
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their toil. The troops deftined for.this fervice under 
the command of major-general Vaughan, were lately 
embarked, .when they were joined ‘by the forve ré. 
turned from Chefapeak, and proceeded all or 
up the North River, the naval department being 
under fir George Collier, On the followmg mom. 
ing, general Vaughan, with the greater part of the 
army, landed on the eaft fide of the river, abeot 
eight miles below Verplanks, whilft the remaindet 
under general Patifon, and accompanied by fit 
Henry Clinton, advancing farther up, landed within 
three miles of Stoncy Powt. On the appearance of 
the fhips the enemy abandoned their works, but fee 
fire to a large block-haufe. Ou the approach of 
the troops to take poffeflion of Stoncy Point, they, 
however, made fome fhew of refiftance, but did not 
think proper to difpute the matter. The Americans 
had finifhed a fmall complete work on the oppofite 
fide of the river, on which they beftowed the name 
of Fort la Fayette. This was defended by four 

icces of artillery, and a fmall garrifon of between 
feveaty and eighty men, But this little redoubt 
thouch firong in itfelf, was effectually commanded 
by Stoney Point, which lay at the diftance of about 
a thoufand yards on the oppofite fhore, and it being 
exceedingly difficult to approach from its own fide, 
the attack was acordingly intended from the other, 
For this purpofe, general Patifon , with the moft inde. 
fatigable perfeverance during tle night, overcomes 
the difficulties of dragging the heavy artillery from 
a very wretched landing place to the top of the hill ; 
and his exertions and arrangements were fo effec- 
tual and judicious, that by five on the followin 
morning, he had opened a battery of cannon, a 
another of mortars, on the fummit of the different 
rocks of Stoney Point, which poured a ftorm of fire 
over Fort la Fayette. The attack wus fupported by 
fir George Collier, who advanced with the gallies 
and gun-boats within reach of the fort. The can- 
nonade was coutinued during the day, at the ¢lofe 
of which, fir George ordered two of the gallies to 
pafs the fort and anchor above it, to prevent the 
efcape of the garrifon by water. In the mean time 

encral Vau la with his divifion, having madc a 
a circuit through the hills, at length arrived and 
clofely invefted the fort qn.the land fide. The gar~ 
rifon feeing all poffibility of efcape was now cut off, 
and that their fire was totally overpowered, furren- 
dered their little fortrefs on the following mornin 
and themfelves prifoners of war, without any other 
ftipulation than that of demanding humane treat- 
ment *, 

The ftate of the armies in America, on both fides, 

with refpe& to actual force, together with the fcar~ 
city of moucy and military provifions on one fide, 


Jerfeys were { through the mountains, fo commynicate with the country 
ing «detour of aboveninety miles © aft of Hudfon’s river. 


5D neceflarily 
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necfiarily limited the views of the oppofite com- 
manders, andd prevented their undertaking any de- 
cifive or expenfive lons, The campaign was 
therefore languid, and rather confined to the fur- 
prizing of poits, and to defultory excurfions. While 
the greater part of the Britifh army, however, were 
engaged in moring from one ifland to another, and 
eftablifhing different pofts, gencral Lincoln, the Aine- 
rican commander, thought proper to attack lieute- 
nant-colonel Maitland, who was ftrongly pofted at 
the pafs of Stoney Ferry. The colonel’s force 
amounted only to about ‘eight hundred, while the 
American force is reprefented as amounting to five 
thoufand men and eight pieces of cannon. The 
attack was made and fupported with fpirit. The 
royalifts loft fome officers as well as men, and about 
an hundred of both were wounded. The Americans 
loft fome officers of note, and a confiderable number 
of privates. 

reat difpatch had been ufed in completing or re- 
ftoring the works at Stoney Point, and, that port was 
now in a refpectable ftate of defence, with a power- 
ful garrifon under the command of lieutenant-colonc! 
Johnion. General Wayne, on the part of the Ame- 
Ficans, was appointed to the arduous tafk of fur- 
prizing and reducing Stoney Poimt. The troops, 
laving fet out from Sandy Reach on the fifteenth of 
July about noon,, after a moft grievous march of 
fourteen miles, the van, about eight in the evening, 
arrived within a mile and a half of their obje&@, where 
they halted, and the troops were formed into two co- 
Jumns as tlicy arrived. ile they were in this po- 
Gtion, Wavne, with fome of his principal officers, 
went to reconnoitre the works, and to obferve the 
fituation of the garrifon. It was near midnight before 
the two columns approached the place; that on the 
right was Jed by general Wayne, the van, confift- 
ing of one hundred and fifty picked men, led by the 
moft adventurous officers, and commanded by lieu- 
tenant-colonel Fluery, advanced to the attack with 
Juaded muthets and fixed bayonets. The column 
on the Ivtt was led alfo by a chofen van with luaded 
muikets and fixed bayonets, under the command of 
major Steward. The general iffued the moft pomted 
orders to both columns net to fire a fingle thot on 
any account, but to rely entirely on their bayonets. 
Such was the aftonifhing refolution of the Ameri- 
cans, that neither the deep snorafs, nor the ftrong 
works, in front and flunk, could damp the ardour 
of their troops, who, in the face of the moft inceffant 
zad tremendous fire of mufquetry, and of cannon 
loaded with grape-thot, forced tucir way at the point 
of the bayonets, uutil the van of each column met 


*® General Wayne received a wound in the head by a 
mutket-ball, but was gallantly fupperted by two of his 
aid-de-camps, Fifhbourn and Archer, to whom he ac- 
knowled utmoft gratitude in his public letters. 
Colond , @ French officer, was the perfon who 
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in the center of the works, where they arrived at 
nearly the fame inftant*, The total’ number of 
prifouers amounted tq: five hundred and “forty- 
three, and the flain of the garrifon to fixty-three : 
and trophies, artillery,-and ftores, were as confider- 
able as could be expe&ed, from the nature and ex- 
tent of the poft, 

The Americans were fo clated on account of their 
fuccefs at Stonev Point, that they undertook an at- 
tack on Paulus Hook, which lics almoft oppofite to 
the city of New York, on the Jerfey fide. They 
failed, however, in the execution. 

Sir George Collier failed from Sandyhook on the 
third of Augult, arrived in Penobfeot, Bay on the 
fourteenth, furprized, routed, and deftroyed the 
American flect. One frigate of twenty guns and 
another of eighteen were taken. The Warren, of 
thirty-two guns, feven others of fmaller force, fix 
armed veffels, and twenty-four tranfports, were funk 
or deftroyed. 

By the fudden appearance of the French ficct, on 
the fourteenth of September, off Carolina and Geor- 
gia, the Experiment man of war of fifty guns, and 
three royal Ficales, apprehenfive of no danger, and 
upon feparate fervices, had the misfortune of falling 
in with them, and adding to their triumpl and num- 


Gciféral Prevoft was now at the town of Savannah, 
but the greater part of his force was on the ifland of 
Port Royal in South Carolina, where it had lately 
taken pott. The intcrcepting of an exprefs to co- 
lonel Maitland from the general, delaved the pre- 
vious meafures fo long, that the enemy had leifure 
to feize the principal communications before they 
could take effe&. This rendered the junétion of 
colonel Maitland’s corps with the garrifon a matter 
of doubt, difficulty, and danger. But the colonel’s 
addrefs, the zeal of his troops, with the diftinguifh- 
ed fervices of lieutenant Goldefborough, of the navy, 
furmounted every difficulty. 

The whole French force, amounting to forty fail, 
anchored off the bar of Tybee, at the mouth of the 
Savannah, on the ninth of September. On the 
fourteenth, the French, with Polafki’s American 
light horfe, ap fo near the Britith lines, as to 
fkirmith with the piquets. The day followifg, M. 
DY Eftaign, in an imperious ftile, fammoned the ge- 
neral in the name of the French king. Colonel 
Maitland’s divifion had not yet joincd the garrifon: 
it was therefore thought effential to gain as much 
time as poflible, and general Prevoft had the addrefs 
to carry this point. Meflages paffed backwards and 
forwards, till at length a truce of twenty-four hours 


firuck the Britith ftandard with his own hand, Lieute- 
nants Gibbons and Knox difplayed great courage, onc of 
whom led the avant-guard on the right, as did the other 
on the left, and both cfcaped unhurt, though the firft lof 
fevyenteen men out of twenty in the attack, 

. . was 
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wes agreed on, to afford leifure for deliberation. 
During this interval the fortunate arrival of colonel 
Maitland with the troops, prefented a new face of 
affairs, and an anfwer was.returned, that they were 
unanimoufly determined to defend themfelves to the 
laft extremity. The French force confifted of three 
thoufand five hundred men, that of the Americans 
under general Lincoln, of four thonfand eight hun- 
dred. The fpirit, vigour, and exertion of every in- 
dividual of the garrifon,-merited the higheft enco- 
mium, Nor were the enemy inattive, for at mid- 
night, between the third and fourth of O@ober, 
they commenced a heavy bombardment, and at day- 
light opened a yehement cannonade, which was-con- 
tinued for five days. On the ninth, the allies at- 
tacked the Britifh lines with great fury at day-break. 
The grand attack was directed to the right, where 
D'Eftaing in perfon led the flower of both armies, 
and was accompanied by all the principal officers of 
each, The attack was begun with great {pirit, and 
fupported with an extraordinary degree of perfeve- 
rance and obftinacy ; till at length the enemy were 
broken, routed, and driven in the greateft diforder 
and confufion into afwamp. At ten they required 
a truce, with permiffion to bury their dead, and re- 
move their wounded ; the firft «vas granted, but a 
reftriétion laid with refpe& to diftance as tothe reft. 
Count Polatki was mortally wounded in this*xtion. 
Monf. D’Eftaing was twice wounded. The lofs on 
the fide of the Britifh was very fmall. The French 
and Americans abandoned their camp on the night 
of the feventeenth, and about the firft of November, 
M. D'Eftaing quitted the coaft of Amcrica. 

Karly in the month of Oétober, captain Farmer 
of his majefty’s thip Quebec, being ona cruize off 
Uthant, in company with the Rambler cutter, clofely 
engaged a large French frigate called the Survillante, 
mounting forty guns; while the Rambler was en- 
gaged with a French cutter, as fuperior in force as 
the French frigate was to the Quebec. The ation 
on both fides was warm and bloody, from ten in the 
morning till two in the aftgrnoon, when the French 
cutter fet all the fail fhe could crow d, and boreaway ; 
bt the Rambler being much difabled in her matts 
aidegiccing, could not follow her with any hopes of 
i The commander, therefore, feeing both 
thé fiigates difmafted, and the Quebec take fire, en- 
deavoured to get as near the Quebec as poflible, in 
hopes of faving fome of her men; but no other aflitt- 
ance could be afforded them than by hoifting out the 
boat, which picked up onc mafter’s mate, two mid- 
fhipmea, and fourteen more of the Quebec's peo- 
ple, the aa Se frigate at the fame time firing at 
the boat. The Quebec continued burning very 


. * Words cannot fufficiently difplay the gallantry and 
magnanimity of captain Farmer on this occalion, not 
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fiercely, with her colours flying till fix o'clock, when. 
fhe blew up *. : 
In O@ober, the baymen or logwood-cutters on the 
Mofquito, and bay of Honduras fhores, being in 
es danger from the Spaniards, the governor of 
amaica hed difpatched captain Dalrymple, com- 
mandant of a new corps raifed in Ireland for the 
fervice of that ifland, with a fmall force and fome 
arms to their relief. Admiral fir Peter Parker had 
alfo detached a fmall f{quadron of three frigates and 
a fchooner, under the condu& of captain Luttrell, 
as commodore to the bay of Honduras, to intercept 
fome Spanith regifter thips ; which, however, ir 
into the excellent harbour, and under the proteétion 
of the ftrong fortrefs of 8. Fernando de Omoa, where 
they were found too well fecured for any attack by 
fea, which their then fmall {quadron was capable of 
making. In the courfe of a few days, the commo- 
dore fell in at {ea with the Porcupine floop of war, 
and the detachment of the loyal Irihh under her 
convoy. The commanders immediately refolved to 
unite their forces in an attack by fea and land upon 
Omoa, a bold attempt with their inconfiderable 
force; but in which fuccefs prefented a profpeét of 
throwing the galleons, which were {tll under its 
fhelter, into their hands. The fortrefs of Omoa, 
could not be confidered as a fort or cafile for the 
defence of the harbour, tle town itfelf being en. 
tircly open. Its batteries exlubited above forty 
pieces of artillery, but it fecms to have been defi- 
cient in that refpe&, as well as in point of garrifon, 
The land force of the aflailants by the junction of 
the baymen with the marines, which were allotted 
by the commodore for that fervice, amounted to 
five hundred men; the defenfive force, without in. 
cluding the ufelcfs inhabitants, was not much inferior 
in number. In advancing to the fort, the Fnglifh 
were fomuch annoyed by the guns from the tower, that 
they found themfelves compelled to fet it on fire, 
The commander of the expedition concciving that 
a regular fiege would not antiver his defign, deter. 
mined on a coup de main, and to attempt the place 
bv efcalade. Meafures being accordingly concerted 
with the commodore, the Pomona frigate was towed 
in near the tort during the night, and the heavier 
thips took their proper ftations, to enable them to 
commence the attack on their fide abont three in the 
morning, giving a fignal twenty minutes before, 
which was to dire& that from the land. Inthe mean 
time, one hundred and fifty men in four columns, in 
linc, and carrying the fealing ladders, were moved 
down the hill, where they lay waiting for the fignal, 
That being given, they fuddenly advanced with 
trailed arms, under the fire of their own batteries, 


only in the engagement, but the fatal cataltrophe with 
which it was attended. sane 
W. 
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which -with the camonssie from the ‘thips, 
ferved to deafen as well as to diftraG the enemy :, im 
confequctice of which they paffed wndifcovered by 
the Spanith {entries to ‘the very entrance of the 
ditch. Qn their being difcovered, the colenms 
feemed for a moment to hefitate, but inftantly re- 
covered, and advanced to fix their dadders to the 
wall. Two feamen bavimg ‘mounted the wail, le- 
relled their mafkets without firing, at a body of 
above fixty Spainards, and fuch -was the confterna- 
tion that prevailed, that they kept them for fome 
moments in awe, and even motionlefs, while their 
friends were afcending the ladders. The garrifon, 
notwithfianding all the efforts of their officers, fled 
on all fides. In thefe circumftences, the govornor 
and principal officers, alking onby for their lives, 
prefented their iwords and keys to the commandant, 
with a furrender of the fort, garrifon, and thips. 
The treafure had been removed from the caftle on 
the approach of the Bnitith forces, but that which was 
on board the gaHeons, with the cargocs of their veffels 
in the harbour, were eftumated at about three mil- 
lions of piaftres *, 

The fixteenth of February +, was favourable to 
admiral Rodney, who, on that day, obtained a 
fignal viétory over the Spanith ficet commanded by 
Don Juan Langara, off Cape St. Vincent; in con- 


fequence of which, the fortrefs of Gibraltar, then 


betieged by the Spaniards, and the people m great 
diftrets for want of provifions, were happily re- 
lieved. The admiral then proceeded on his deftined 
Yovage, and foon after his arrival, a fmart en 
ment tooh place on the twenty-feventh of May, 
tween the Englith fleet commanded by admiral 
Rodney, and that of the French under M. de Gui- 
chen, near Martimco. This engugemant proved 
unfavourable to the French, though no capture was 
made on either fide f. 


* A fingular inftance of true courage and magnani- 
mity in a Brituth failor. occurred on thes occafion. He 
{crambled fingly over the wall, and, for the better an- 
noyance of the enemy on all fides, he armed himfelf with 
a cutlafs in each hand. Thus equippell, he fell in with 
a Spanifh officer, juft rouzed from fleep, and who, in the 
hurry and confusion, had forgotten his fword. This cir- 
cumftance reftrained the fury of the tas, who difdained 
to attack an unarmed foe, but, unwilling to decline any 
opportunity of difplay ing his courage in fingle combat, he 
prefented one of the cutlaffcs to him, faying at the fame 
time, “I fcorn any advantage, you are now on a footing 
“ withme.” The aflonifhment of the offices at fuck an 
a& of-gencrofity, when he expedied nothing lefs than 
that of being cut off inflantly, and without pity or mer y, 
ceuld only be cqualled by the admiration, which bis re- 

ing the ftor} excited in bis countrymen. 

” By. 1780. 

t In'all the debates of the feffion of 1780, the mot 
icentioas inveflives were indulged: it feemed to be the 
with of political opponents to urge parliamentary altcrca- 
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On the dleventh of May, Charles Town farron- 
dered to fir Henry Clinton ; on this ootafion, many 
officers, a commodore, feveral continental regiments, 
end three battalions of artillery, with.e great aum- 
‘ber of American and French feamen were teken ; in 
all of fix thowfand men in arms, befides 
feveral armed hips, and four huadred pieces of 
cannon. 

About this time, between five end fix thoufand 
men, under generals Clinton, Kayphaufen, Robert. 
fon, and Tyron, paffed over by night, fram Staten 
Ifand to Elizabeth Town, in New Jerfey, in order 
to attack fome of Wathington’s advanced potts; 
and on the following morning they advanced 3 few 
niles to Conne@icut Farms, a fettlement which had 
been ay formed by fome inhabitants of that pro- 
vince §. 

The army'now dire&ted their march towards 
Springfield, but were annoyed on the road by the mi- 
litia. On their arrival, they found general Maxwell 
at the head of the Jerfey brigade, and reinforced 
by all the militia which in a few hours could be cok. 
le&ed ; which induced the Britifh army to hak: but 
the Americans, though inferior in ftrength, did not 
permit them by any means to hold the poft they had 
taken without moleftation. They kept up a con. 
tmual fire during the day, though they avoided 
comity to clofe aétion. ‘The Britifh officcrs now 
abandoned the defign of attacking Springfield, and 
the army returned to Elizabeth Town in the night. 
As foon as the day-light appeared, she Americans 
purfued them to that piace: but being too confident 
of fuccefs, they experienced 9 check in thetr career. 
On the twenty-third of the fame month, ake “Britifh 
forces left Elizabeth Town, and marched again to- 
wards Springficld, which after fome oppofi- 
tion, they obtained poffeftton of; but, from fome 
unknown caufe, it experienced the fame fate with 


tion as much as poflible, that it might amount to the ‘une 
pardonable extremes of perfonal animofity. In confer 
ce of a mifreprefentation of words faid tohave becn 
fooken, through the ignorance or malice of the news- 
paper reporter, a duel was engendered between Mr. 
A and Mr. Fox, in which the latter was flightly 
wounded in the body. , 
§ In their march they were continually fired at_by 
fcattering parties of the peighbouring militia, This 
thriving fettlement, together with the town and the pref. 
byterian church, were now deftroyed. One circum- 
flance, however, {urved to make this expedition appear 
more odious in the eycs of the Americans, than it othere 
wife would have donc. The wife of the clergyman bes 
jonging to the J raelapiaan church, was fitting in her 
houfe with her children and family, when, either by ace 
cident or defign, fhe was thot dead through one: of the 
windows. This ferved as a now ground of -clamoyr te 
the Amcricans, and tended to increafe that averfion fo 
the Britifh governinent, which‘had already taken too déep 
& root. ‘i 
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‘Be Conneticut farms: the whole village, excepting 
ebout four houfes, was reduced to athes. 

A fignal viGtory was. obtained on the fixteenth of 
Auguit over the American army under ae Gates, 
by the Britith forces under lord Cornwallis. The lofs 

the Americans wasaboutine hundred flain, among 
whom sa te general Gregory ; a thoufand were 
alfo taken prifoners. Soon after this aGtion, lieutenant 
colonel Tarleton defeated general Sumpter’s army, 
which was much fuperior to his own, taking two 
pieces of cannon, and about three hugdred prifoners. 

Arnold, one:of the chief commanders of the Ame- 
rican forces, now thought proper to quit that fervice, 
and repair to the Britith ftandard ; and major André, 
& young Englith officer, concerted a plan for furprif- 
ing the Americanarmy. This fcheme, however, did 
not fucceed, and André being apprehended as a 
fy, his cafe was referred to a board of general offi- 
cers, held by an order of general Wafhington. When 
afked by the board, whether he confeffed feveral par- 
ticulars that were alledged againft him, he replied 
in the moft open and ingemous manner, acknow- 
ledging, that the motive by which he was attuated, 
was, the fervice of his king, and declaring, that with 
refpect to the difguife he affumed in name and ha- 
bit, he was involuntarily an impofer ; after his ex- 
amination he was remanded into cuftody. Several 
letters paffed on the occafion, between the comiand- 
ers in chief of the refpettive armies and thofe of in- 
ferior rank, but without effe& ; the unfortunate pri- 
foner was executed, in purfuance of the fentence of 
the board, and fell a viGim to his zealous attachment 
to the caufe he efpouted *. 

Inteftine tumults prevailed in London about this 
time. A bill which paffed in the laft feflion of par- 
hament for a relaxation of the penal laws againft the 
roman catholics, had excited the jealoufy and in- 
dignation of the more zealous, but lefs moderate of 
the proteftants. Thefe malcontents found a leader 
in lord George Gordon, who pledged him{clfto bring 
in a bill for the repeal of that noxious a@+. As his 
lordfhip did not fucceed in his endeavours, the mul- 
titude proceeded to a&s of riot, rapine, and depre- 
dation, pulling down, and confuming the Rowith 
chapels, a great number of houfes, and feveral pri- 
fons, among which were Newgatcf, the King’s Bench, 


* His name is perpetuated by a monument erected to 
pian by order of his majefty, in Weftminfter- 
Abbey. 

"+ On the fecond of June, the day appointed for the 
mecting of the petitioners in St. George’s liclds, from fixty 
thoufand to one hundred thoufand attended. They were 
marthalled in feparate bands, and atter an harangue from 
Lord George, the main body made an unneceflary circuit 
over London Bridge, and through the city, to the feat of 
Parliament. They marched fx a-breait, preceded by a 
man carrying on his head the petition; figned with the 
Vou, LI. No. 107, 
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and the Fleet. All bufinefs for a time, fubfided, and 
nothing but inebriation and anarchy prevailed among 
the outrageous multitude. At lait, through the ex- 
ertion of the military power, many of thefe deluded 4 
peer were unfortunately marked as vidims, and 

illed on the fpot, others were taken, brought to 
trial, and, being found guilty in confequence of the’ 
evidence produced, received fentence of death. 
Nineteen were exccuted in London and Middlefex ; 
and fix in Southwark. 

On Friday, during thefe difturbances, lord George 
Gordon, who was confidered as the inftigator of 
them, was taken into cuftedy, and after a jee ex- 
amination before the privy council, committed to 
the tower. On the fifth of February following he 
was tried at the court of King’s-bench, Wefiminfter, 
for high-treafon, and levying war, infurreétion, and 
rebellion againft the king, by affembling a great 
number of armed perfons on the fecond of June in 
the preceding vear, and difturbing the peace, &c. 
The trial lafted from half paft cight on Monday 
morning till five o’clock the next morning, when 
the jury, after much deliberation, pronounced his 
lordihip Not Guilty. 

In a committee of the houfe, Mr. Dunning made 
a motion, about this time, that, in order to fecure 
the independence of parliament, and obviate all fuf- 
icions of its purity, the properofficer ihould, in 
ture, within feven days after the meeting, lay be- 
fore the houfe an account of all monics paid out of 
the civil lift, for the ufe of any member of parlia- 
ment. However unfounded fuch a fufpicion might 
be, he faid the public firmly believed that large fums 
were conveyed into the pockets of their reprefenta. 
tives. If any members did unduly poflefs themfelves 
of the public money, this propofition would diftin- 

uifh them: if not, it aould be acceded to without 

ifficulty. ae i objections were made to the mo- 
tion, as propofing a teft which might be unpleafant 
to the houfe, and beget differences, but it was car- 
ried without a divifion. 

The clofe of this year may be confidered as me-~ 
morable for the declaration of hoftilities by Great 
Britain againft Holland. Circumftances of irritation, 
and jealoufy, were continually accumulating on both 
fides, “till the capture of Henry Laurens § brought 

things 


e 
names, 01 marks, of one hundred and twenty thoufand 
perfons. 

1 The affault of Newgate, without arms or ammuni- 
tion, was certainly the moft defperate attempt that could 
beconceived. t feems fo ftrong as to defy any attempts 
without artillery. 7 

§ Early in the month of O@ober, Mr. Henry Lauggns, 
prefident of the Amcrican council, was taken by oh 
the king’s frigates in his paflage for Holland, where he 
was commiflioned to negociate a treaty of peace with the 
Dutch, Being conducted to London, and an accufation 

SE 
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; | 
laid againft him for treafonable praétices, he was, with - 
John Frumbull, Ffq. another of the American partizans, © 


committed to the Tower, wherc he remained for a con- 
liderable time, and was then difcharged. 


During Mr. Laurens’s connnement in the Tewer, he ' 


petitioned the houfe of Commons for relief and enlarge- 
went: fuch petition being prefented to the houfe in the 
form io which it came out of Mr. Laurens’s own hand, it 
being written by mm with a leaden lepeie , 
On the tenth of October, a dreadful hurricane happen- 
ed in the Weft Indies, which did contiderable damage 
to moft of the ilards in that part of the world, particu- 
larly Barbadoes, Jamatca, St. Chriftopher’s, Martinico, 
St. Vincent’s, and Grenada. The hurricane began at 
Barbados on the mornizz of the tenth, and continued, 
with very litle intermifion, about forty-eight hours. In 
the atter1.oun of the brit day, the fhips were driven from 
thir anchor, and obliged to encounter all the horrors of 
th> m: it outrageous fea that the oldeft feaman had ever 
beheld. In the courfe of the night, Bridge Town, the 
capital of the ifland, was nearly levelled with the ground. 
No means were negleéted, early in the evening, to bar- 
ricad: the doors and windows in fuch a manner as to ren- 
der them proof to all outward violence. But before ten 
o'clock, the irrefiftible force of the tempeft burft its way 
through different parts of the governor's houfe; and hav- 
ing carricd off the goof, and the ruins falling on/all fides, 
his family were obliged to fly for refuge to the fouter- 
rains; but they were foon driven from that afylum by the’ 
burfting in of the water, which, through the continued 
torrents of rain that fell, threatened nothing lefs than a 
deluge. They gained, however, fome vin bate thelter, 
amongft the ruins of the platform, on which the flag-fiaf 
had been ercéted. But thefe, however mafly, becamy fo 
obedient to the increafed viulence and afton:fhing furce 
of the wind, as to threaten inftant deftruétion to the dif- 
trefled fugitives, who were again ges sae to encounter 
all the open horrors of the tempeft, The governor, and 
fuch others as had ftrength and recolleQion cnough to 
keep together, after being oe blown down, and 
rolled about in the mire and wet, at length gained a bat- 
tery, and took fhelter under the gun carriages; where 
they fat in continual apprchenfion of being cruthed to 
pieces, fo terribly were the cannon moved by the ftorm. 
The other houfes of the town being much earlier de- 
ftroyed, the furviving inhabitants were expofed to the 
majferies of a longer night ot continued danger and horror. 
Nambers were buried 10 the houfes; and the dreadful 
she of the tempeft, was intermixed with the groans of 
the dying ; the cries of thofe who were incapable of drag- 
ging their mangled and wounded bodies from the 
ruins, and the fcreams of women and children, whofe 
fate feemed only to be deferred for greater horror, 


whilft they were lamenting or calling for help to their 
” Vftiends, When day Fehe appeared fuch a fcene of 
"was prefented to view, as has feldom been 


: That beautiful ifand, fo lately glowing in the 
richeRt bloom and verdure of continual {pring, now pre- 
fented the image of thofe dreary polar regions, whofe 
waitos are buried in eternal winter. To increafe the ca- 
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things to their ultimate point of decifion. Sir Jo- | 
{eph Yorke inmediately prefied the bufineis in ftrong 


memorials to the fates-goneral, and after @ating che 
elandeftine correfpondence which, it new seonied 


Ae from 
lamity, moft of the living ftock of the ifland, partitutar! 
of the horned kind, periteed, And reputable and opulent 


families were, in common with the moft indigent, ex- 
poted to the ftil] unexhaufted fury of the tempeft, withous 
tuod, raiment, or cover, The ‘of tuuman lives was 
great, even among the whites; but including the blacks, 
amounted to ferme thoufands. But the numbers conid 
not be accuyately eftimated. : _ 

During the hurricane, the thips of war wane driven: 
ba 5 moorings, and were either defirey ed‘ er greatly 
amaged, 

The. hurricane in the ifland of Jamaica differed in man 
refpeéts from that which raged on the other ilands. It 
was easlier by a week, than that at Barbadoes; and was. 
more complex, being accompanied by an earthquake, 
and a moft extraordinary {well of the fea, which rendered 
it more terrible as well as fatal. But its effeéts were ha 
pily more confined The two diftriéts of Weit- 
moreland and Hanover, which clude the whole breadth 
of Jamaica in its weftern extreme, were the principal 
victims of its rage. Whilft the unhappy inhabitants of 
Savannah la Mar, then a confiderable trading towa on 
the fouth fide of the ifland, in Weftmoreland parith, were 
gazing on the third of the month with aftonifiment, at 

ch an immenfe {Well of the fea, and the agitation of its 
waves,as had never been before beheld; on a fudden, 
burftiig through all bounds, and furmounting all obftacles, 
it overwhelmed the town; and fwept every thing awa 
fo completely upon its retreat, as not to leave the finallet 
veltige of man, , or habitation behind. About three 
hundred perfons perifhed in this dreadful irruption. The 
fea flowed up half a mile beyond its ufual xed, limits 5 
and fo fudden and unavoidable was the defirnGron, though 
it took place at nuon day, that of the inhabitants of one 
gentleman's houfe, confifling of ten whites and about 
forty negroes, not a human being efcaped, This was 
only the prelude toa more extenhve ity. Where 
the {va could not reach, the deftruction was almoft as effec- 
tual, by the fucceeding earthquake and hurricane. The 
provifions were entire y deftroyed; and the live ftock 
efcaped little better. But the calamity was not confined 
to the fruits of the earth, nor to its immediate inhabitants. 
The rich cultivated foil, was in many places covered with 

of fterile matter which could not be removed with- 
out infinite labouf, and which it was not in the power of 
culture to reclaim. 

The fuftained in the parith of Weftmoreland 
only, was eftimated at nine hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds, Jamaica currency, amounting to near feven hun- 
dred thoufand pounds fterling. In that of Hanover, one 
fourth of sc sapcoind Shc was faid to be loft for ever, | 
The damage in the other two parithes was very confider- 
able, Tbe merchants of Kingfton, the metropolis of the 
ifland, poner) fabfcribed ten thoufand pounds for the 
immediate relief of the unfortunate fufferers; the value 
of which was {peedily tranfmitted to them in thofe articles 
of closthing and provifion which were mot ungent ne- 
cellary. But the bounty of the crown and parlianf€nt of 
Great Britain, will afford a lafting teftimonial of the be- 
nificence, liberality, and grandeur of this country. Not- 

withilanding 
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from Mr. Laurens's papers, the flates of Amferdam 
hud long carried on svith the Americans, and the in- 
ftru@tions and powexs which they hal given, for en- 
tering into 3 treaty with them, though they were the 
natural {ubjetis of @ fovercign to whom the republic 
wes gained by the firiGeltties of friendthip, he thea 
demanded in the name of the king his maftcr, not 
only 2 formal difavowal of fo by Nia a condué, 
but allo infified on a fpeedy fatisfuttion adequate to 
tle offences; and the puni ef the pentionary 
Vaa Berkel and his accomplices, es ditturbers, of the 
public peace, and violators of the rights of nations. 
An immadiate anfwer being evaded, the Britifh am- 
baffador continued to prefs the matter clofely in {e- 
veral conferences, ami, at length, in a fecond memo- 
rial. The flates-general then informed Sir Jofeph 
Yorke, by a that his memorial had been 
taken ad referendum by the deputies of the refpec- 
tive provinces, according to the received order and 
conflitution of government: and that they would 
endeavour to frame an anfwer to it, as foon as the 
nature of their government would admit. This not 
being deemed {atisfa€tory to the court of London, 
fir Jofeph Yorke was ordered to withdraw from the 
Hague; and hoftilities againft Helland were de- 
clared on the twehtieth of December *. 

On the day that hoftilities were denounced againft 
Holland, general letters of marque and repriftNgere 
esac againft the Dutch, and their fhips in the 

ifferent ports were ordered to be flopped. Thea 
pearances of vigour and {pirit penuielly gratify the 
multitude, who feldom look forward to confequences, 
and are pleafed at any increafe in the clattering of 
thofe arms from which think themfelves fecure, 
Many, however, regretted the war, not only as it 
added a new enemy to the tremendous combination 
already formed againft us, but from a perfuafion of 
the natural conneGtion and mutual intereits of both 
nations. Hoftilities were foon commenced. The 
Princefs Carolina, a Dutch man of war of fifty four 
guns and three hundred men, on her way through 
the Channel from Amfterdam to Lifbon, was taken, 


withftanding the expenfive war in which it was engaged, 
the houfe of commons inftantly granted eighty thoufand 
pounds for the relief of the fufferers in Barbadoes, and forty 
thoufand pounds for thofe in Jamaica. The generous bene- 
factions of individuals likewife kept equal pace with the 
public munificence. 

* In the declaration the ftates-general are accufed with 
departing, through the prevalence of a faction devoted 
to France, from thofe prudent principles which ufed to 
govern the republic; and following the diGates of that 
court, which having adopted a policy deftrudtive of the 
friendthip which had fo long fubfifted between the two 
nations, and which’ was fo effential to the interefts of 
both. The circumftances of complaint and refentment 
are then enumerated. The inattention to the friendly ne- 
gociations propofed by the Britithambaflador. Their not 
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aftcr a fhort 'reffftance, by the Bellona man of war. 
And foon after captain Elphinftone, in the Warwick, 
of fifty guns, with a ae baad in the fervice, fell 
tm with the Rotterdam, of equal uctal, and three 
hundved man, which he moft gallantly attacked and 
took. A large Dutch Waft-Indiaman, ontward-bound 
with a namber of other merchant fhips, were cap- 
ae the — of . few days. 

arly in the month of January +, the Fren 
made a defoent dn the ifland of Jerley, ie in ilietg 
ing to land four of their tranfport veilels were wrecked 
upon the recks, and upwards of two hundred mem 
porifhed. TWofe whe did lend, proceeded to the 
moft interiot part of the ifland, where they were 
ftrongly repulled from the garrifon, great numbers 
of them being killed, many taken prifoners, and the 
reft fought their fafety in a precipitate retreat. 

About the commencement oF February, admirat 
Rodney, commander of the Britith fleet in the Weft 
Indies, in conjun&ion with general Vaughan, com- 
mander of the land forces, appeared before the 
ifland of St. Euftatius, belonging to the Dutch, They 
{ent a peremptory fummons to the gévernor, to fur- 
render the ifland and its dependencies withm an 
hour; accompanied with a menace that they muft 
otherwife experience the confequences. M. de 
Graaf, the governor, not having received any intel- 
ligence of the fe sad between England and Holland, 
od vpn the officer who delivered the fummons 
could not be in earneft, He, however, returned 
for an{wer, that being. incapable of making any de- 
fence againft the force which invefted the ifland, he 
muft of neceffity furrender it; only recommendi 
the town and its inhabitants to the clemency of Bri- 
tilh commanders. The wealth found in the place 
was fo immenfe, as to excite the aftonifhment even 
of the conquerors, notwithfanding their intimate 
previous knowl of its nature and circumftances, 
‘The whole ifland feemed to be only one vat maga- 
zine. All the ftorehoufes were filled with various 
commodities, and even the beach was covered With 
hogtheads of fugar and tobacco. The value of the 


fulfilling the mutual and perpetual defenfive enzagem 
folemnly eftablithed bones both nations. 1e total 
contempt of thofe treaties thewn, in their ready promife 
to our enemies of obferving a neutrality. Their givin 
every fecret affiftance to the enemy, whilft they withheld 
from us the fuccours which they were bound to furnith, 
The prote@ion afforded to the American pirate, Paul 
Jones, and the privateers of our enemies in general; and 
the endeavours of their fubjeéts, in concert with the 
French, to raifeup enemies to England in the Eaft Indies, 
But the principal force and acumen of the manifefto, 
{comed to be dire@ed againf the city and magiltracy of 
Amfterdam, and ageing their penfionary Van Berkel, on 
account of the lately difcovered treaty with the Ameri- 


Cans. 
t A.D. 1781. 
merchandize. 
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merchandize was eftimated at above three millions 
fiterling. The capture of thipping was immenfe. 
Upwards of two hundred and fy veffels of various 
denominations were taken in the bay: exclufive of 
Six Dutch frigates. The neighbouring {mall iflands 
of St. Martin’s and Saba, were reduced in the fame 
manner, and admiral Rodney having received infor- 
mation, that a fleet of about thirty fhips, richly 
laden with Weft India commodities, had, juft be- 
fore his arrival, failed from St. Euftatius for Holland, 
under convoy of a flag ship of fixty-guns, he imme- 
diately difpatched the Monarch and Panther} with 
the Sybil frigate, in purfuit of them.. Thefe 
foon overtook the convoy; and the Dutch admiral 
refufing to firike his colours, a fhort enagement 
took place between him in the Mars, and captain 
Reynolds in the Monarch ; in which the former died 
bravely in defence of his fhip. The Mars then im- 
mediately ftruck ; and the Panther and Sybil, havin 
in the mean time taken care to reftrain the flight cad 
feparation of the merchantmen, the whole of the 
convoy was then captured. 

As foon as the rupture with Holland was known, a 
number of privateers, chictly belonging to Briftol, 
entered the rivers Demerary and Iffequibo, which 
were deemed highly dangerous, and hardly navigable 
to firangers, and brought out, from under the guns 
of the Dutch forts and batteries, almoft all the va- 
Juable veffcls in Cither river *, The governors and 
principal inhabitants of the fettlements of Demerary 
and [flequibo, fenfible of their defencelefs fituation, 
had already made a tender of their fubmiffion to the 
governor of Barbadoes; requiring no other terms 
than a participation of thofe which had been granted 
to St. Euftatius and its dependencies. As both par- 
ties were equallv ignorant of thefe terms, the newly 
propofed f{ubje&ts were naturally referred to the 
commanders in chief; who alone could tell the na- 
ture of the conditions which had never been {peci- 
fied. A deputation was accordingly fent by the 
Dutch colonifis to St. Fuftatius for that purpofe. 
There they difcovered that they had made a very 
improvident demand, as, in effect, the terms which 
they required were, that they might be deprived of 
all their goods, and be banifhed from their ha- 
bitations. For fuch was the general treatment 
of the greater part of the inhabitants of St. Eu- 


* Thefe fettlements of Demerary, and Iffequibo, as well 
as the neighbourmg one .of Berbices, appertain to the 
Dutch colony, which is known by the general name of 
Surinam, and which forms a moderate part of that vaft 
country on the continent of South America, ee ee 
called Guiana: The principal fettlements, properly cal- 
led Surinam, and which takes its name like the reft, from 
the great river on which it is fituated, was firft cultivated 
by the Englith; and being taken by the Dutch in the 
wars with Charles Il. was ceded to them by a peace, as 
hard fort of compenfativn tor the valuable colony of New 
Yor 
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flatius. But the odium which thistigorons 

ceeding began to excite, the emberraffments which 
it created, and the impoflibility of. applying it, 
though nominally requi e who’ had 
voluntarily ‘put themfelves under the Britith domi- 
union, obtained a different kind of treatmhent-for the 
inhabitants of thefe colonies. They were fally {e- 
cured in their property; were allowed to be go- 
verned by their own laws and magifirates; and had 
every other indulgence granted, which conld have 
been reafonably ex . At the fame time that 
their unfortunate fellows inSt. Kuftatins, were obliged 
to {uffer the opprobrium of having the crime of per- 
fidy and perjary publicly charged and recorded 
againft them in the gazettes. The Britifh merchants 
in the Weft-Indies, as well as at home, having fuf- 
fered greatly by the indifcriminate confifcation of 
all private property which took place at St. Eufta- 
tins; and the former, who from their vicinity were 
more fully acquainted with the tranfaétions at the 
place, being allo greatly irritated at the fuppofed 
patie , and the certain ruin, which individuals 
of their own country, as well as their friends and 
corre{pondents of others, had fuffered ; all thefe mat- 
ters at firft drewout ftrong reprefentations avainft the 
communders in chief, and were at length produ@ive 
of innumerable law faits. The merchants of the 
iflag@OF St. Chriftepher’s, who had futfered greatly 
by the confifcation of property at St. Euftatius, and 
even the legiflature of that ifland, prefented feveral 
ak remonftrances to the commander in chief, in 
which they ftated, that their conne@ions with that 
iNland, and the property they had lodged in it, were 
all, in purfuance and under the fan@ion of, repeated 
ats of the Britifh parliament. ‘Thefe remonftrances 
produced little effe&, or fatisfa&tion. At length, a 
note was given in writing, to the following effed, 
viz. that the ifland was Dutch, every thing in it was 
Dutch, under the proteftion of the Dutch flag, and, 
as Dutch, it fhoull be treated. It is an unpicafant 
tafk to treat of a bufinefs which drew upon the Eng. 
lifh the odium of all Europe. Suffice it to fay, that 
all the horrors of fo univerial ahavock of property, 
which might be expeGed, were fully realized. ‘The 
beginning of this fiorm fell principally upon the 
Jews}, in the ifland who were sumcreus and 
wealthy. Several of thelc, with many indignities, were 


+ The expulfion and plunder of the Jews was after- 
wards {fourth Feb. 1782) referred to a committee on the 

tition of Mr. Hohen, and motion of Mr. Burke, and a 
report prefented (fourteenth May) reflecting great dif 
credit on the chara@er of the general and admiral. Ac- 
tions at law inftituted agamfi Rodney, were fubfequently 
decided to his difadvantage, and he was obliged to re- 
fund large fume for property fllegally, though not unde- 
fervedly, feized. Adulphus’s Hifory, iii. 435. 

General Vaughan protefted upon his honour, that he 
was not dire@ily or indireély one thilling enriched by the 
capture of St. uftatia 

torn 
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torn from their habitations, and banifhed, without 
knowing the place of their deftination ; and were, in 
that ftate of nakedtiefs and wretchednefs, tranfported 
as outlaws, and conveyed to the ifland of St. Chrif- 
topher’s, The affembly of that ifland, to their great 
honour, paffed an immediate af& for their pre- 
fent relief, and future provifion, till they fhould have 
time to recover from their prefent calamitous fitu- 
ation *, ‘The Jews were foon followed by the Ame- 
ricans, fome of whom had been obliged to fly their 
native country, through the part they had taken 
in fupport of the Britifh caufe and government. 
Thefe unhappy people were fent to St. Chrif- 
topher’s in nearly the fame plight and condition 
with the former ; and were received and entertained 
with the fame humanity and liberality by the inha- 
bitants of that jfland. The French merchants and 
traders were next banifhed ; and, at length, the na- 
tive Dutch, or at leaft the Amfterdammers, met with 
the fame fate. In the mean time, public fales were 
advertifed, invitation given, and protection afforded, 
to purchafers of all nations and denominations ; and 
the ifland of St. Euftatius became one of the great- 
eft auctions that ever was opened in the univerie. 

Though the Britifh forces feemed,to obtain a fu- 
periority in Amgrica, there was no probability of 
terminating that deftru@ive wart The colonifts 
were rather animated than deterred by the flayghter 
which overfpread their country, and no effort Was 
exerted ayainft them without confiderable lofs. In 
March, general Greene’s army at Guildford was de- 
teatcd, after a very fharp engagement, in which fe- 
veral Inglith officers of rank, and great numbers of 
privates, were killed and wounded. 

The Englith affairs in the Eaft Indies had no very 


* We muft not, on this eccafion, wholly paf. by the ele- 
gant and pathetic petition of the Jews of St Euftatius to 
admiral Rodney and general Vaughan. 


% To their Excellensies, the Commanding Officers in Chicf of his 
Britannic Majejty’s Army and Navy in the Weft-Jndies. 


“¢ May it pleafe your Excellencies, 

‘To pcrmit us in the name and on the behalf of our- 
felves, and others of the people of the Hebrew uation, 
refidents in the ifland of St. Euitatius, humbly to approach 
your excellencies, and with heartfelt anguith, to lay our 
grievances before you, and fay ; that it was with the ut- 
moft concern and aftonifhment we have already, not only 
received your excellencies’ weve abt and fentence, 
to give up the keys of our ftores with an inventory there- 
of, and of our houfehold plate and furniture, and te hold 
ourfelves in readinefs to depart this ifland, ignorant of our 
deftination, and leaving our beloved wives, and helplefs 
children behind us, and our property and effeds liable to 
feizure and confifcation: but alfofind, that thefe orders are 
for the major part carried into execution, a number of our 
brethren having, on Tuefday the thirteenth infiant, been 
fent on buard a fhip, and have not fince been heard of 
Such unexpected orders as thefe from Britifi commanders, 

Vou. si ® No. 107. 
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favourable afpe& at this time. Difpatches arrived 
from Madras, with intelligence that Hyder Ally had 
obtained a complete victory over a detachment of 
Britifh troops commanded by colonel Baillie, which 
being unfupported by the main army under general 
fir Heftor Monro, was obliged to retreat, Jeavin 
behind him his heavy cannon, camp cquipage, an 
baggage. The conqueror pufhed his fuccefies af- 
terwards to Arcot, and feveral other places; and, it 
was then fuppofed, he would have made _himfelf 
mafter of Madras ; but by the judicious management 
of geperal Coote, and the intrepidity of the Enelith 
forces under his command, he was not only difap- 
pointed in his aim, but alfo defeated in feveral en- 
gagements, and mofi of the places he had taken were 
recovered by the Britith troops. 

Commodore Johnfon’s ficet, with feveral India 
fhips under convoy, was attacked on the fixteenth 
of Apvil by the French fleet under M. de Suffrein, off 
the ifland of St. Jago, when great damage was fuf- 
tained on both fides. Some of the India thips were 
taken by the French, but as they were not able to 
retain the whole, feveral efcaped, and rejoining the 
Englith flect, arrived at their refpe@tive ports in Bri- 
tain. 

The Britifh troops being in poffeffion of Camden, 
lord Rawdon, with colouel Wefton’s detachment, 
being near it, and clofely purfued by the American 
general Greene, after the battle *of Guildford, fet 
fire to that beautiful town, and reduced it to athes, 
after which he retired for fafcty to within a fmall 
diftance of Charles Town. 

Abont this period an engagement took place be- 
tween admiral Arbuthnot, commander ef an Englith 
fleet in America, and a fiall fquadron of the French. 


whofe principal charafteriflic is, ‘ mercy and humanity,” 
have not only been produdtive ofthe moft horrid and me- 
lancholy fcenes of diftrefs and confufion, that ever Britifh 
eyes beheld under the fatal confequences of a rigid war, 
but numbers of families are now helplefs, difconfolate, 
and in an abfolute ftate of indigence and defpair.” 

We cannot infert the whole of this long and energetic 
petition, without incurring the difapprobation of our 
readers, but we hope we thall be pardoned for admitting 
the conclution of it which is as follows : 

““May the God of all mercies incline your hearts to 
liften to the a i and fupplications of your petitioners, 
and in this confidence we humbly fubmit ourfelves to your 
excellencies’ determination, hoping that you will pardon 
us for the intrufion of this addrefs; and that through your 
excellencies’ lenity and humanity, your excellencies’ will 
be pleafed to grant us fuch favourable terms, as you in 
your judgment and wifdom fhall think moft advantageous 
to his majefty’s intereft, and the honour and glory of his 
fuccefstul arms, 

# ee your petitioners, as in duty bound fhall ever 
pray, &c. 

aint Evftatius, Feb. 16, 1781. 
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399 
‘The batéle was-vary fuvere for atinie, and confidern 
ahle damage was fijfimined! qn both fides, but at 
Jength an uncommon ifing, the. two. fleets loft | 
fight of each other, and confequently feparated ; nor 
did the French.afterwards appear to.renew.the en- 
agenient, 

A fmart a&ion took place, on the twenty-eight 
of April, in the Weft Indies, between the Britith 
fleet, under the command of Sir Samuel Hood, 
and a {quadron of French fhips under the command 
of.M. de Graffe. ‘The a&tion was continued for fome 
time with great obitinacy, till at length nighty‘cpa- 
rated the ficets, and the French bore away. On 
the thirticth they azain met and renewed the engage- 
ment, which at length terminated without any mate- 
rial advantage on either fide. ° 

On the fecond of June the ifland of Tebago was 
taken from the Enghth by a body of land forces, 
commanded by the French governor of St Vincent's, 
under cover of a large fleet of thips of war command- 
by M. de Grafle*. 

Early in the month of June admiral Hyde Parker 
failed trom Portfmouth with four fhips of the line, 
and one of fifty guns, for the North Sea. In the 
mean time Holland ftrained every nerve for the 
«gupment of a force that might be able to convoy 
their outward bound trade to the Baltic, and pro- 
tect it on its return, if not to intercept ours, and to 
become entirely nutter, of the North Seas. It was 
not, however, until aiter the middle of July, that 

admiral Zoutman, and commodore Kingitborgen, 
failed from the Texel, with a great convoy under 
their protedion. Their force confifted of eight thips 
of the line, ten frigates, and five floops. Several of 
the frigates were very large, and carried an unufual 


* In July the attention of the public was engaged in the 
fate of M, de la Motte, a Frenchman, who had been ar- 
rejied as a {py, committed to the Tower for high-treafon, 
and being tried and found guilty, was, on the twenty- 
ferenth of the fame month, executed at Tyburn, purfuant 
to hi» fentence. 

About thi» time a general demolition of “ E. O” tables 
tock place in the metropolis. &. O. was a game fuppofed 
to be out ot the reach of the law, becaufe net diftindly 
fuecined in any otf the ftetutes; and tables were crected 
1. elmsof every ftgeet and alley in the ary fs To 
tnafe, perfons of all denominations reforted. Some were 
ciiabiifbed in common brothels, and exhibited difgraceful 
fc genes of riot, drunkenne(s, and debauchery, while robbery, 
aflalinati: n, and fuicide abounded. Towards the clofe of 
the enfuing fefion, the attention of the lugiflature was di- 
refed toward. thele nu:fancess and it was alfo ftated in 
the howfe of communs, in June 1782, that in two parities 
cf Weftminker alone, two hundsed and ninety-fix E. O. 
tables were maintained. Another member conruborated 
the alfertion, wsth t 1saddiuton, that five hundred more 
were on the flocks, and that they were common in every 
county town. 

Alle at this time, a bill was introduced for disfranchif- 


' being as: long 
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weightiof'metal: They were jolted by the Charles. 
town, atr American fri castous confiruétion, 
and large as a fhip of'the line, with 
feveral Hundred men on board, and thirty-fix forty- 
: four pounders upon one deck ; a weight of metal, in 
fich a say a and fituation, which it was fuppofed 
few fingle thips could long withitand. She embraced 
this Sppoeansy of failing with the Dutch fleet, to 
go north about on her way home. Admiral Parker 
was on his return with a great conyoy from Elfineur. 
He had‘ been joined by feveral frigates finte he left 
Portfmouth, and by the Dolphin of forty-four guns ; 
and, in this moft critical and dangerous conjunéture, 
was reinforced by the jun&ion ot cormeaore Keith 
Stuart, in the Berwick, of feventy-four guns, who 
had been fome time on the coaft of Scotland. The 
sade now confifted of fix fhips of the line, of 
which the princefs Amelia‘carried cighty guns, the 
Fortitude, (the admiral’s own thip) and the Berwick 
feventy-four euch, the Beinfaifant fixty-four, the 
old Buffalo fixty, and the Prefton fifty guns; but 
the fuperiority of the enemy obliged the admiral to 
take the Dolphin, of forty-four guns. into his line +, 
The hoftile fleets faced each other on the Dogger” 
Bauk, early mn the morning of the fifth of Augutt. 
Though one. of the Dutch Fine-of-buttle fhips, had, 
through fome accident returned to port, yet, as the, 
ArggeP forty-four guns was fubftituted in her place ; 
their line full confifted of cight two-deched thips. 
The Dutch were not difpofed to fhun the conflict ; 
they drew up with great coolnefs in order of battle, 
and waited the fhock with compofure. 
The parties were equally refolved to do their ut- 
moft ; a gloomy filence prevailed ; and not a fingle 
gun was fired tll the hoftile fleets were within little 


ing the borough of Cricklade. A committce granted on 
the petition of an unfuccef-ful candidate, :ceported, that 
reat abufes had been committed; and fir Harbord Har- 
rd declared, that out of two hundred and forty-three 
votes, eighty-tbree had already been-convicted of bri- 
bery, and actions were pending againft forty-three others. 
In the houfe of commons the disfranchifement was op. 
pofed, but without effeét. Jt was juftified on the {me 
principles as that of the eledtors of New Shores am!’ 
“When that bill was hewn to the late ear) of Chatham,” 
faid Mr, Montague, ‘he expreffed his ,«y at finding the 
borough removed from Bengal, to it. ancic st fituation in 
the county of Suffex.” If the profit were rejeAed, 
Cricklade would certainly be removed from Wikhhice to 
the Eaft Indies. 

+ The two feventy-fours were. tho bet thips. The 
princefs Amelia, though a three decker was fo old and 
weak, that her metal had been reduced to the rate of a 
fiffy-gun dhip, her lower deck guns being only twenty- 
four pounders; and the Buffalo, befides being old, was 
fo ill-conftru@ed, that the had long before been dif- 
charged from the fervice, and employed as a Rore-thip. 
in America, 
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more than piftel-fhet diftahee, Adatiral: Parker in left than the moft defperate circumftances, could have 


the Fortitude, then ranging a-breaft of Mr. Zout- 
man’s fhip, the admiral Ruyter, the a@ion was com- 
menced with fury on- both fides. The cannonade 
continued without intermiffion for three hours and 
forty minutes ; when the mie were fo ruined on both 
fides, that-they were incapable of anfwering fo much 
command, as would keep them within the diftance 
neceffary for mutual annoyance ; while the coinba- 
tants were reluGantly feparated by the mere motion 
of the water. The Enghth thips were pritcipally 
wounded in their mafts and rigging, but thofe of the 
cnemy were greatly injured in their hulls, infomuch, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty they were hept 
above water, tillthey reached feparately, and in the 
utmoft diftrefs, fome of their ownmesreft ports *. 

Advices were,received in Auguift, that Penfacola, 

the capital of Weft*Flosida, had been befieged bv 
the Spaniards, and that the garrifon had furrendered 
at diftretion; in confequence. of which the whole 
provinee became a conqueft to the army of Spain. 
- A briik engagement took place near Sandy-Hook 
in North America on the thirty-firft of Auguft, be- 
tween the Engfith fleet under Sir Samuel Hood, and 
the Krench fleet commanded by M. de Barras. 
The engagement ecoritinued from four o’clock in the 
morning till fun-fet, during which time the hips 
belonging to beth nations received great damage, 
but no complete victory was obtained by either. 
The Terrible received fo much injury, that it was 
thought neceffary to deftroy her, whi was accord- 
ingly done, after taking out the water, ptovifions, 
and other eficntial articles. Sir Samuel Hood was 
defirous of rewsving theengagement the following 
morning, but was revented by the French thelter- 
ing themtelves in Chefapeak Bay. 

In September breeder ener Arnold, with a 
body of tranfports, and a detachment of troops, pro- 
ceeded tu New London, to which he lard fiege, and 
made himfclf mafter of the place, without much lofs. 
Several of the American thips were deftroyed, and 
a ey part of the town of New London reduced to 
athes, 
rial overthrow of the Enalih. Colonel 'Parleton was 
defeated at Gloucefter by the Sieur de Choify : after 
which the allied armies of France and America 
maehed againit the Brtith forces commanded by 
lord Cornwallis, 


_ The Brith fleet on its return to New York, was | 
jomed by the Prudent iman of war, with feveral fri- 


gates for the Weft Indies: and: toon after its arrival, 
was farther reinforced by re r-admifal Digby, with 
thvee fhips of the line from Fugland ; but the yunc- 
tion of the Rhode-Hland: fquadron, -had given fo de- 
cided a fuperiority to M. de Graffe, that nothing 


*The Holtandia, one of their beft thipe, of fixty-eight 
guns, funk in the night of the engagement ‘aid the dan- 
yer -was fo fudden and extreme, that the crew were r- 


This viGtory was tuccecled by a very mate- | 


| 


| 


juitified’ ahy attempt’ towards another encounter. 

; The ‘defire’’of fupporting lord Cornwallis and his 

jarmy, however, prevailed over all confiderations of 

‘danger, and the Britifh naval commanders were 

expeditious in refitting and equipping the flect at 

New York. This, however, though extremely ne. 

ceflary, required more ti:zhe than could have been 

well afforded at this junéture. The delay feemed 

indeed tg be in fome degree compenfated, by the ar- 

rival of the Prince William and Torbay men of wat 

from fama a. Inthe mean time a council of war, 

confilting FS all the flag and gencral officers, being 
held, it was ‘determined that every poffible cxertion’ 
fhould be made both by the ficet and army, to form 
a juhétion with the fquadron and arnty in Virginia. 

It was, however, the nineteenth of Q@ober, before 
the fleet could be got clear over the bar; fir Henry 
Clinton, with about feven thoufand of his beft forces, 
having embarked on board the fhips of war. 

The fleet now amounted to twenty-five fhips of 
the line, two fifties, and cight frigates; and not- 
withftanding the fuper'drity of force which the ene- 
my {till retained, the fpirit which operated both 
upon the common men and officers was {fo high, 
that they entertained not a doubt, but that the ex- 
pe&ted naval afion would ftand foremoft, among 
the moft obftinate and the moit bloody, that had yet 
been known. During thefe tranfattions on the fide 
of New York, tle united armies employed in the 
fiege of York Town, fenfible of the efforts that would 
be made for its relief, and unwilling to ftake all 
their hopes on the iffue of a naval engagement, ex- 
erted themfelves in the profecution of their works ; 
and fhewed no Icfs refolution in their attacks, than 
vivacity in the fire of their batteries. On the night 
of the eleventh of Oétober, thev began their fecond 
parallel within three hundred yards of the works of 
the place, and carried it on with unremitting induf- 
try. Two redoubts, which were advanced about 
three hundred vards on the Britith left, had greatly 
incommoded the cnemy, and ftill continued to um- 
pede their progres. It was refolved to attack thefe 
at the fame time, at dark, on the evening of the 


‘ fourteenth. - To balance the honour as well as the 


duty, between both nations, the attack on one was 
committed tothe Americans, aud om the other to the 
French. + Colonel Hamilton, Wafhington’s aid-de- 
camp, cominanded the American detachment, which 


| marched to the affault with unloaded arms; paffed 
| the abbatis and palifades without waiting to remove 


them ; and attaching the works on all fides at once, 


| carried the redoubt with aftontfhing rapidity. The 
| Fren¢h were equally fuccefsful, but their lofs was 
| greater ; amounting to about an hundred in killed 


duced to the melancholy neceflity of abandoning their 
wounded in-quitting the fhip. aan 
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and wounded. The taking of thefe two redoubts ' 
may be faid to be decitive of the fate of the army. 
Lord Cornwallis, in a letter to Sir Henry Clinton, 
confidered their fituation as being fo defperate, that 
he could not recommend to the fleet and army to 
run any ercat cifque in endeavouring to fave them. 
The Britith commander, however, omitted nothing 
which could prevent that fatal iflue, which was 
equally dreaded and expe*tal. Being fenfible that 
his works could not land many hours after tLe open- 
ing of the batteries of the fecond parallel, he did his 
utmoft to interrupt that work, opening new ed bra- 
zures for guns, and keeping up a conit at fire with 
all his howitzers and {mall mortars, At length the 
works were fo ruined, and the batteries fo overpow- 
ered, that there was no part of the whole front at- 
tached, in which the befieged could thew a fingle 
un; and their thells, which were the laft fource of 
fence, were nearly exhaufied. -In thefe circum- 
ftances, lord Cornwallis had no other choice left than 
to prepare for a furrender on the following day, or 
to endeavour to efcape with the greatett part of the 
troops. He determined upon attempting the latter, 
under the confideration, that though it fhould prove 
unfuecefsful in its immediate object, it might at leaft 
delay the encmy in the proiecution of farther enter- 
prifls. The adverfe current of fortune gave a con- 
trary ef, to a defign well caleulated to delay the 
fate of lord Corrwallis’s army. Boats were pre- 
pared, under various pretexts, to be ready for re- 
ceiving the troops at ten et night, in order to pafs 
them over to Gloucefter Point. The arrangements 
were madv with the utmoft fecrecy; and the intcn- 
tion was ta abandon the baggage, and to Jeave a de- 
tachment belund, in order to capitulate for the inha- 
bitants of the town, and for the fick and wounded ; 
lord Cornwallis having prepared a Ictter upon the 
fubic&, which was to be delivered to’ general Wath- 
ington upon his departure. ‘The firlt embarkation 
contifting of the light infantry, the guards, and a 
part of the twenty-third regiment, had arrived at 
Gloucefter Point, and the greater part of the troops 
were already landed, when, at that critical moment, 
fortune proved adyerfe, and the wether, which was 
then moderate and calm, inftantly changed to a moft 
violent ftorin of wind and rain. The boats, with the 
remaining troops, were all driven down the river, 
and the mtention of paffing was not only entirely 
fruftrated, but the abfence of the boats rendered it 
impoffible to bring back the troops from Gloucciter. 
Thus weakened aud divided, the army was involved 
in the moft imnuncur danger. The enemics batte- 
ries were again opened at day-break ; and the paf- 
fage at Gloucctier Point w2s now much expofed to 
their fire, But the boats happily returned ; and the 
troops were brought bach in the courfe of the after- 
noon. Lord Cornwallis perceiving the dreadful fitu- 
ation of bis army, wrote a letter tu general Wath- 
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ington on the feventeenth, propofing a ceffation of 
arms for twenty-four hours, and that commiffioners 
might be appointed on both fides for adjufting the 
terms of capitulation. The pofts of York and Glon. 
cefter were furrendered on the nineteenth of OGober. 
The troops, with the fame honours yhich had been 
granted to the garrifon of Charles-town, bocame pri- 
foners of war. They amounted to between five and 
fix thoufand men ; but fo great was the number of 
fick and wounded, that there were not above three 
thoufand eight hundred of all forts capable of bearing 
arms, in both pofts, on the day of furrender. Fifteen 
hundred feamen fuffered the fate of the garrifon. 
The officers and foldiers retained their baggage and 
efleéts; but all property taken in the country, if 
vilible, was liable to be reclaimed. The Guada- 
loupe frigate, of twenty-four guns.,with a number 
of tranfports, were furreyderc i to the conquerors ; 
ae about twenty tranfports were burned during the 
lege. 

The affairs of the Englifh in the Faft Indies pre- 
fented a very favourable aipe&, towards the ter. 
nation of this year. In December, the gahant Sir 
iy re Coote engaged the army of Hy der Ally between 
Porto Novo and Montcapollam with great fuccefs, 
The battle contigued cight hoursy and was main- 
tained with greaf obitinacy on both fides, till at 
length ahe forces under Sir Eyre Coote, though 
greStly interior in number, became vistors, and the 
enemy precipitately retreating, left them mafters of 
the field ; the lofs of the Indian army was about foi 
thoufand killed, among whom were many of their 
principal officers. 

‘The Spaniards made a very forcible attack on 
Gibraltar, but from the intrepidity of the troops 
under the command of general Elliot, the gover- 
nor, the enemy were repuifed, The battle began 
at three o'clock in the morning. The pioncers 
and artillcrifts made wonderful exertions, and {pread 
their fire with fuch amazing rapidity, that in half 
an hour two mortar batteries of ten inch mortars, 
anc three batterics of fix guns cach, with all the lines 
of approach, communication, traverfes, Kc. were in 
flames, and reduced to afhes. The mortars and can- 
non were fpiked, and their beds, carriages, and plat- 
forms detiroyed. Their magazines blew up fuccef- 
fively as the fire approached them. Finding all op- 
pofition to be ineffectual, the enemy offered no far- 
ther annoyance, than an ill-dire&ed fire of round and 

rape fhot from the forts of St. Barbara and St. Phi- 
ip, and the batteries on the lines, and remained in 


their camp 1 et of the conflagration. Great 
numbers of the enemy were deftroyed, but the lofs 


on the part of the Englith was very inconfiderable. 
About this time St. Kuftatius, with the ifland of 
St. Martin, was captured by the French, under the 
marquis de Bouille. They were taken by furprize 
on the twenty-fixth of November, and by a fmall 


; party 
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party of the enemy, the number not exceeding 
three hundred, who landed from three frigates 
and fome fmall craft, at Jenkins’s bay, on the 
back of the ifland. They obtained poffeflion of the 
place, without the leaft oppofition from the gar- 
rifons, though they were both numerous,  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cockburne, of the thirty-fifth regi- 
ment, who commanded at St. Euftatius when it was 
taken by the French, declared, that exclufive of the 
money depofited in that place by admiral Rodney 
and general Vaughan, there was a fum of two hun- 
dred and fixty four thoufand livres, which was his 
property, apd-which he therefore demanded. The 
marquis de ouille having affembled the fupcrior 
officers of his cOups, to inform them of lieutenant 
colonel Cockburne’s ¥efiftnad, they were all of opi- 
nion, that the Englifh governor’s moncy fhould be 
reftored to him, which was accerdingly done. The 
marquis de Bouille found in the governor's houfe the 
““Tiffof one million, which he reftored to the Dutch, 
after rec Winesauthentic proof that it was their pro- 
perty. Fle alfo found about onc million fix hundred 
thoufand livres i colony money belonging to admi- 
ral Rodney, gerftral Vaughan, and other officers, 
arifing from the fale of their captures, which he di- 
vided between his land and {ea forces. ae 
About this time ponte meetings, clubs, commit- 
tees, petitions, and projcéts of reform, were very 
frequent. In December *, a common-hall of the 
city of London voted an addrefs, remonftrance, and 
petition to the king, complaining of his fpeech from 
the throne, and reprobating the condu& of minif- 
ters, recapitulating the difatters of the war, and their 
direful ctiects ; declaring their abhorrence of it, as 
an unnatural and unfortunate conteft. An addrefs 
of a fimilar nature was voted by the eleGtors of Weft- 
minfter, whom Mr. Fox convened in Weftminfter- 
hall, and whom he addreffed in a long and intereft- 
g harangue. The freeholders of Middlefex and 
Surry, the Weft India planters, and many other 
bodies and fraternities, adopted the fame meafure. 
The war in America had been attended with fo 
little fuccefs, and with fuch an immenfe expence of 
blood and treafure, that it excited the indignation 
of great numbers of the inhabitants in Great Britain. 
Many refpectable members of both houfes pointed 
out the atrocious cruelty of maintaining fo injurious 
a conteft, and inferred from thence the expediency 
of finally terminating fuch an offenfive war. Among 
thefe the right honourable Henry Seymour Conway, 
particularly diftinguifhed himfclf. On the twenty- 
deventh of February, he made a motion in the houfe 
‘of commons to the following effe&: “ That the far- 
ther profecution of an offenfive war on the continent 
of America, for the purpofe of reducing the revolted 
colonies to obedience by férce, will be the means of 
weakening the efforts of this country againft her Eu- 
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| ropean enemies ; that it greatly tends to increafe the 


mutual enmity fo fatal to the interefts both of Great 
Britain and America, and by preventing a happy 
reconciliation with that country, to frufirate the 
earneft defire gracioufly expreficd by his majefty, 
to reftoré the bledings of public tranquillity.” | 'This 
motion, after a fhort debate, was carried ; upon which 
Sea nway moved, ‘* That an humble addrefs 

e prefented to his majefty thereupon.” ‘This was 
carricha ut a divifion, and an adddrefs was ac- 
pared ortented, to which his majefty was pleated 
to give a moft sracious anfwer. 

In she month of February *, the united forces of 
France and Spain laid fiege to Minorca. The car- 
neftnefs of the court of Spain to gain poffeilion of 
this ifland was fo exceffive, that it feemed to 
have departed from that dignity of chara@er which 
thould cver be infeparably united with royalty, by 
an infidious endeavour, through the medium of an 
immentc bribe, to corrupt the fidelity of the gover- 
nor. Nor did the duke de Crillon pay a proper 
attention to his own rank and reputation, when he 
defcended to become the inftrument in fuch a bufi- 
nefs. General Murray treated the infult with a mix. 
ture of that generous difdain, and ftern refentment, 
which it deferved from a man confcious of an illuf- 
trious anceftry. The fortrefs had"been clofely in- 
vefted, and its communications with the country en- 
tirely cut off, from the landing of the enemy, about 
the middle of Auguft in the preceding year, By 
this means the garrifon were deprived of all fupplies 
of vegetables; and that want alone, has not often 
produced more unfortunate efleéts. In all other 
refpeéts they were admirably provided. The {curvy 
raged with fuch violence among the troops, as could 
hardly be excceded.in the moft fogey and humid 
northern climates, and even under the worft circum. 
ftances of water and provifions ; while this inveterate 
enemy was aided in its courfe, as ufual, by its de. 
firuétive concomitants, a putrid peftilential fever, 
anda mortal dyfentery. It is however to be ob- 
ferved, that other caufes concurred to the ill effedis 
produced by the immediate want of vegetables. 
The greater part of the Britith troops had heen 
elevén years on the ifland; and the {foldiers had 
lived during that time upon falted meats, Its pro. 
grefs was likewife encouraged by the clofe confine- 
ment of the troops within the narrow limits of the 
fortrefs. The combined forces, which amounted to 
fixteen thoufand regular troops, brought a prodi- 
gious artillery, confifting of one hundred a nine 
pieces of the heaviefl cannon, and thirty-fix great 
mortays, to a& upon the place. The garrifon con- 
fifted only of two thoufand fix hundred and ninety. 
two men. A marine corps, which had been formed 
on the prefent occafion, having preferved their 
health much better than the regular troops, were of 
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excellent fervice in tlie fiege, and compofeda greater 
part of the remainder, A few Greeks and Corficans 
alo difplaved great bravery. The fortrefs was, in 
many refpeéts, exceedingly ftrong ; but the upper 
works by no means correfponded in firength with 
the under. The knowledge of this weaknefs per- 
haps induced the duke de Crillon to lie yore un- 
guardedly in his head-quarters at Cape Mold, than he 
might perhaps otherwife have done: while.the ob- 
fervation of this negligence encourages, 4 2; 2rous 
and fuccefsful fally from the garrifon, who, farpriz- 
ing and routing the enemy, chafed the duke from 
his poft. and fecured themfelves, for the prefent, fo 
effeua’ly in it, that theugh he brought up his 
whole armv to diflodge them, he, after much hefi- 
tation, defitied from the attack. The fuccefsful 
party returned fufe to the garrifon on the following 
mght, taking with them about a hundred prifon- 
ers, among whom were a licutenant-coloncl, three 
captains, and four or five fubaltern officers. About 
this time the enemy having opened their bomb bat- 
teries, a thell from the cafile fell upon a powder ma- 
gazine, which by its explofion deftroyed one of 
_them entirely ; a nataber of men were blown up, and 
a large quantity of Joaded thells either {pent their 
furv in the air, or burft more deftru@ively among 
the troops. The artillery of the fortrefs was like- 
wite fo well ferved, as foon after to fink a fhip in 
the harbour, which was juft arrived, loaded with 
ammunition and ftores for the fupply of the eneiny’s 
batteries. But thefe could in no degree counter- 
balance the increafing oa of thofe difeafes which 
prevailed in the garrifon. Nor could the differences 
that took place. between the governor and licutenant- 
governor, tend in any degree to the removal of diffi- 
culues. Thongh the enemy kept a moft cautious 
d.fiance ir the conftru@ion and progrefs of their 
works. the:r ertulery were fo weighty and inceffant 
inthe battery, that they foon produced anextra- 
ordinary (fect ws ruining the upper defences of the 
lortrefs . and difiucunted or rendered ufelefs a great 
numer of caunon. Nothing ever exceeded the zeal, 
valour, and conftancy difplaved by the garrifon. 
The bebas our of the emaciated private men, through 
the corrfe of the fiege, was indeed beyond example. 
Numbers of foldiers expired on guard, whofe cmu- 
kurve eazernefs to defcad the place, occafioned them 
to cr-nc eal their extreme line to the laft, to prevent 
thcir being tent to tle hofpitals trom a fervice which 


* So trapical a {pe Gacle as the poor remains of the gar- 
tifon, has feldom been exhihibited, as in their march 
through the Spanifh and French armies, which were 
drawn up in oppyfite lines for the paffage. Six hundred 
old, emaciated, and decrezid foldiers, were followed by 
one hundsed and twenty of the royal artillery, and two 
hundred feamen: abuut twenty Corficans, and a few 
Greeks, Moors, and ‘Jurks, clefed the procefliou, The 
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held fo fitm a poffeffion of their hearts. ‘The gar- 
rifon wére at Jength fo much reduced by ficknefs, 
that only fix hundred and fixty men remained, who 
were in any degrec fit for fervice at the begin- 
ning of February; and of thefc, all but one hun- 
dred were fo much under the dominion of the feurvy 
that the phyficians and furgeons declared, they could 
exift but a very few days, before they muft of ne- 
ceffity be fent to the hofpital. They alfo declared, 
that a féw days longer obftinacy in defence, mutt 

rove the inevitable deftru€tion of the remains of that 

rave garrifon. The neceffary guards, on the laft 
night of defence, required four ‘Shundiéd and fifteen 
men upon daty ; only two hundreg ‘and forty-five 
were therefore left, whichsva7‘one hundred and fe- 
venty lefs than the neccdary number, for the next 
relief, and no picket “ould at all be formed. Under 
all thefe circumfiances, the governor faw himfelf re- 
duced to the neccility of a canitulation, on the fit 
of the month; by which he obtained all the t:onours 
of war, and what elfe he requirtu,’ excepting that 
article only, of freeing the garrifon from the condi- 
tion of prifoners of war, i the duke de Crillon 
affured him, his mafter, the Spanifh king, had com- 
manded-him not to grant: the troops were, however, 
to b€ tranfmitted to England, fubje& to the cufto- 
mary conditions, till they were either exchanged. or 
difcharged by a peace*. Such was the fate of the 
ifland of Minorca, near foarfcore yeurs oftcr its re- 
duétion by Englifh arms and valour to the dominion 
of this country ; and after being long confidered as 
one of the fplendid jewels of the Britihh crown. 

The iflands of St. Chriftopher and Nevis were 
about the fame time captured by the French, under 
the command of the marquis de Bouille. Major-pe- 
neral Shirley, governor of the place, defended it 
with the moft difiinguithed refolution, for a confider- 
able time: but, at length, finding the enemy top 
powerful, he was obliged to fubmit to their fuperi- 
ority of ftrength, and, after a fiege of about five weehs, 
compelled to furrender to the Fiench arms upon 
terns of capitulation. 

"lhe'fquadron under vice-admiral Barrington fell in 
with a number of tranfports belonging to the French, 
under the prote&tion of three mea of war, and two 
a gga Captain Jarvis of the Foudroyant came up 
with, and engaged, the French commodore’s thip 
La Pegafe, of feventy-four guns, and, after an 
hour's engagement, obliged her to furrender. The 


fcene became ftill more melancholy and interefting, when 
the battalions arrived at the place appointed for laying 
down their arms; the foldiers exclaiming with tears in 
their eyes, that “they furrendered them to God alone ;” 
and at the fame time feeming to derive confolation from 
the idea, that the vitors could not boaft of their conqaeft 
in taking an hofpital, 
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reft of the fleet were diligent in purfuing the tranf- 
orts, which were haftening to fecure themfelves in 
reft water ; but in this, however, they were difap- 
pointed, and thirteen out of eighteen were captured. 
Some of them were full of troops, and the reit laden 
with ftores, ordnance, &c. deftined for the relief of 
the French fettlements in the Eaft Indies *, 

During thefe occurrences abroad, fome confider- 
able revolutions took place athome. Great difputes 
arofe in the Britifh fenate relative to the fuppreffion 
of the war in America. A confiderable majority 
were for its {ippreffion; but they were ftrongly op- 
pofed by the yiniftry, and great debates arofe on the 
occafion. AMG, af deveral refolutions paffed, * fir 
John Rous mag a.motion, which comprized the 
whole, adding thefe ¥prtifant words: ‘© Therefore 
this houfe can no Jongcr repefe confidence in thofe 
who have the management ublic affairs.” In 
confequence of this lord North, on his next appear- 
am "the houfe, declared hc was no longer minif- 
ter. Be gat of the miniftry foon after 
follawed his example, and his majefty was pleafed 
to appoint a new edminiftration, which was compofed 
ot fuch charaé&ers as appeared to be fatisfa&ory to 
all narties. oe 

The Britifh ficet in the Weft-Indies now afhounted 
to thirty-fix fhips of the line; and the French ficet 
under M. de Grafic was nearly of equal force. The 
French fleet feems to have been rather over-manned, 
and befides a full complement of feamen, had nearly 
fix thoufand land forces on board. The Ville de 
Paris, of one hundred and ten guns, De Graffe’s own 
fhip, had about thirteen hundred men, including fol- 
diers, on board ; and the French feventy-fou, carried 





* Towards the clofe of the year 1781, lord George 
Germaine was, for his-eminent fer.ies, raifed by his mae 
jefty to the dignity of the peerage. But before the great 
feal was affixed to the patent, the marquis of Carmar- 
then moved, in the houfe of peers, “ that it was highly de- 
“‘rogatory to-the honour of that houft, that any perfon 
“fabouring under the fentence of a court-martial, ttyled 
in the public orders iffued by his late mayeity, a fin'ence 
“much worfe than death, and ad,uiged unat to ferve his 
* majefty in any military capacity, fhould be recommended 
* to the crown, as a proper perion to fit in that houfe.” 

This motion was evaded by the queflion of adjqurn- 
ment: but lord George Germaine having actually taken 
his feat in that houfe, under the title of lord vifcount Sack- 
ville, the marquis of Carmarthen renewed his attack, and 
urged, “that the houfe ot peers being a court of honour, 
“it was their duty to preferye that honour uncontami- 
* nated, ‘and to mark, in the moft forcible manner, their 
« difapprobation of the introduction of a perfoa into that 
“affembly, who was ftigmatized in the orderly books of 
“ every regiment in the fervice.” 

Lord Abingdon, who feconded the motion, fiyled the 
admiffion of Lord George Germaine to the peerage, “an 
« infuflerable indignity to that houfe, and an outrageous 
* infult to the public.” 
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nine hundred men each. The van of the Englifh was 
commanded by fir Samuel Hood, the centre by fir 
George Rodney, and the rear by admiral Drake. , 
The three divifians of the French flect were com- 
manded by the count de Graffe, M. de Vaudreuil, 
and M. de Bougainville. The French flect began ta 
fail out gf the harbour of Fort Roval, by the break 
of day of the eighth of April, with a large convoy 
under {fir protettion, all bound to leeward, and in- 
tende,'t fall down to the French and Spanifh ports 
in Hisi€mio'g; M. de Graffe had every reafon to with 
to avoif an ioeuntes on the prefent occafion ; but 
the nyfvements of the French fhips were fo fpeedily 
ser eae by fignals from the frigates upon the 
watch, and the Englith fleet were fo well prepared, 
that the whole were clear off Grofs-Iflet-Bay by noon, 
and purfued them with the utmoft expedition. This 
unequalled diligence, and the general ardour, brought 
them within fight of the enemy under Dominique, on 
that very night ; and they afterwards regulated the 
purfuit by their fignals. So fudden a preffure could 
not have been expected by M. de Graife. He, how- 
ever, immediately accommodated himfelfto the emer- 
geucy, and though fighting was by no means his 
objeé&t, he formed the line of battle to windward 
early in the morning, to afford an opportunity to his 
convoy to proceed on their coyrfe, whilft he re- 
mained to fuffer the confequences. Ou the other 
fide, fir George Rodney had thrown out fignals foon 
after five in the morning to prepare for battle, to 
form the line at two cables length diftance afunder, 
and for the fhips to fill and ftand on. But the Eng- 
lith fleet lay becalmed for a confiderable tame under 
the highlands of Dominique, while the euemy, who 


Lord Sackville, in his own vindicition, denied the juf- 
tice of the fentence paffed upon him, and afhrmed, “ that 
“he contidered his reftoration to the council-board, ata 
© yeiy carly period of the prefent reign, as am unting to 
a virtual 1epcal ¢* that iniquitous y esdidt.” 

The duke of Richmand ftiongly detended the motion, 
declaring, “ that he hin.felf was prefent ut the battle of 
« Minden, and was fummoned on the trial of lord George 
« Germaine ; and had his depofition been called for, he 
“could have proved, that the time loft when the noble 
« vifcount delaved to advance, under pretence of 1eceiv- 
“ ing contradi€tory orders, was not let, than one hour und 
“ ahuf; that the cavalry were a mile and a quatter only 
from the feene of action; and it was certainly in his 
* lordfhip’s power to have rendcred the victory, import- 
“ant as it was, far more biilliant and decifive: and he 
haa httle reafon to complain of the fentence paffed upon 
“him.” 

The motion was alfo powerfully fupported by ierd 
Southampton, the earl of Shelburne, the marquis oi Roch- 
ingham, and other diftmguithed peers: but on a div ion, 
it was rejeéted by a majority of ninety-three to twenty- 
eight voices. A proteft, however, wes entered on the 
journals of the houfe, which could not have been a pleaf- 
ing circumfance to his lord{hip. 

Were 
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were farther advanced towards Guadaloupe, had wind 
enough to enable them to make the movements we 
have ftated. The breeze at length reaching the van 
of the Englith fleet, they began to clofe with the 
French centre, whilft their own centre and rear were 
fill becalmed. ‘This aétion, however, commenced 
about nine o’clock on the ninth of April. , The at- 
tack was led by the Royal Oak, captain Bufnet, and 
Alited a 


feconded by nd the Montague, jrith the 
moft impetuous bravery. The whole divifhrtywere 
in a few minutes clofely engaged, and or 


of an hour were exccedingly prefled by thf great 
fuperiority of the enemy. The r, fir Semuel 
Hood’s own fhip, had at one time feven, and gene- 
rally ‘three fhips firing upon her, and none of the 
divifion efcaped the encounter of a very difpropor- 
tionate force. At length, the leading fhips of the 
centre were gradually enabled to come up to the af- 
fiftance of the yan. Thefe were foon followed by 
fir George Rodney in the Formidable, with his two 
feconds, the Namur and Duke, all of nincty guns; 
who fupported a molt tremendous fire. The gal- 
lantry of a French captain of a feventy-four in the 
rear, who, oppofite to Prince Rupert's Bay, having 
backed his main-top-fail, fteadily received and brave- 
Jy returned the fire of thefe three great fhips in {uc 
eeflion, without in,the leaft flinching from his flation, 
excited the higheft applaufe and admiration of his 
enemies. The coming up of the admiral, with part 
of the centre divifion, rendered the fightlefs unequal ; 
and M. de Graffe, paricbly tapates Sia aa t un 

riority, perceiving that his purpofe had failed while 
the van aa ane fingly; determined, by chang- 
ing the nature of the a&ion, to prevent its now be- 
coming decifive. The command of the wind, and 
the connected ftate of his fleet, enabled him to exc- 
cute this defign, and to keep fuch a cautious diftance 
during the remainder of the engagement, as was evi- 
dently intended to difable our fhips as much as 
could be done, without any confiderable hazard on 
his own fide. This fort of firing, which was ex- 
tremely well fupported on both fides, was continued 
for av hour and three quarters longer: during all 
which time, the reft of the fleet was huld back by the 
calins and baffling winds under Dominique. About 
tucive o'clock the remaining ra of the centre came 
up, and the rear was clofing the linc ; in confequence 
ot which M. de Graffe withdrew his fleet from the 
a@tion, and evaded all the efforts of the Englifh com- 
manders for its renewal. Captain Bayne of the Al- 
fred gallantly fell in thisa@ion. The fleet lay to, on 
the night of the ninth, to repair their damages ; and 
the followin g day was principally fpent in refitting. 


* The Formidable, fir George Rodney’s thip, fired near 
fourfcore broadfides: and we may well believe that the 
was nut fingular. The French itood and returned this 
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Both fleets kept turning up to the windward,.in the 
channel which feparates the iflanis of Dominique 
and Guadaloupe. Qn the eleventh, the enemy had 
got fo far to windward as to weather Guadiloupe, 
and had gained fuch a diftance, that the body of 
their fleet could énly be defcricd from the matt 
head of our centre. Two.of the French thips 
which had fuffen:d great injury in the late adtion, 
were perceived ahout noon, to fall’ aff confiderably 
from the reft of the fleet to leeward., This pleafing 
circumftance immediately produceg- fignab for a 
general chace from the Britith adittiral, and again 
renewed, throughout the fleet, the hage of coming 
up with the enemy. It was now ispoffible for 
them to avoid fi ; but the exéning being too 
far advanced, that final dgoifre:t was oned to the 
morning. ‘The a fhips fell -back into their 
flations, a clofe line was immediately formed, and a 
moft mafterly difpotition of the Britith fleet exhihit- 
ed; while fuch mancuvres were praftifed in-the 
night, as were neceflary, at leaft, to peofivé things 
in their prefent ftate, and migiit ‘poffibly produce 
cafual advantage, The hoftile Heets met upon oppo- 
fite tacks. ‘The battle commenced abeut feven o’clock 
in the morning oF the twelfth, and was continued 
with unremitting fury till about the fame hour in the 
eveffing. Admiral Drake, whofe divifion led to ac- 
tion, gained the higheft hohour, by the gallantry 
with which he received, and the with which he 
returned, the fire of the whole French line. His 
leading fhip the Marlborough, captain Penny, was 
peculiarly diftinguifhed. She received and returned, . 
at the neareft diflances , the firft fire of, twenty-three 
French fhips of war; and had the fortune only to 
have three men killed and fixteen wounded. The 
fignal for clofe an had from the firft been thrown 
out, and was, without a fingle exception, punéuall 
obferved. The line was formed at only a cab 
length’s diftance. Our fhips as they came up, ran 
flowly along the enemy’s line, and clofe under their 
lee, where they gave and received a moft tremen- 
dous fire*, About noon fir George Rodney, in the 
Formidable, with his feconds te Naat and Duke, 
and immediatel Hi gab by the Canada, bore di- 
re&ly, with full fail, athwart the cnemy’s line, and 
fuccetsfully broke through it, about three fhips fhort 
of the centre, where M. de Graffe commanded in 
the Ville de Paris. Being followed and fuppdrted 
by the thips a-ftern of his divifion, he wore round 
upon his heel, and completing the feparation of 
their line, threw them into inextricable eonfufion. 
This mafterly puth decided the fortune of the day. 
The French, however, continued to fight with great 


dreadful fire with the utmoft ; and both Sdes 
fought, asif the fate and honour of their refpeQive coune 
tries were flaked upon the fate of that fingleday. - 
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bravery, and the battle continued till fun-fet ; which 
in thofe latitudes, is almoft immediately fucceeded 
by darknefs. * 
The broken flate of the French fleet, naturally ex- 
pofed, in fome inflances, a few fhips to the attack of 
_2 greater number ; and the extent of the aGion, with 
the darknefs and uncertainty‘ occafioned by the 
fmoke, afforded opportunities, which might have 
_peen lefs cxpetted, for fingle combat. The Canada, 
of feventy-four. guns, captain Cornwallis, took the 
French Heétor, of the fame force, fingly. Captain 
Inglefield, in the Centaur of feventy-four guns, alfo 
came up from the rear, to the attach of the Cefar, of 
feventy-fuul. Both {hips were yet frefh, and had re- 
ceived no_jnjury, and a moft gallant aétion took 
nlace; bua though the French captain had evident- 
ly the difadvagtage, he ftill difdained to yield. 
Three other fhips sae fucceffively. His courage 
was inflexible; he is faid tahave nailed his colours 
to the mafts, and his death Qnly could terminate the 
conteft. When the ftruck, her maft went overboard, 
fe had not a foot of canvas without a fhot hole. 
The max ulfo fought nobly; and did not firike, 
till her mafts, DowTprit, and enfign, were fhot away. 
The kLnglith Ardent, of fixty-four guns, which had 
been taken by the enemy in the beginning of the 
war, was now retaken, by the’Bellequeux or the 
Bedford. The Diadem, a French feventy-four, went 
down by a fingle broadfide, in an exertion to fave 
her admiral. M. de Graffe was nobly fupported eve 
after the line was broken, and till the diforder an 
confufion became unavoidable. His two feconds, the 
Languedoc and Couronne, were eadeer ieee diftin- 
guifhed, and the former narrowly efcaped bein 
taken, in her laft efforts to extricate the admiral. 
The Ville de Paris, after being much battered, was 


* The Cefar, which was one of the beft fhips in the 
French fleet, was unfortunately fet on fire, and blew up in 
the night of the action. This happened through the ior- 
dinate behaviour of the French prifoners, who. throwing 
off all obedience to their officers from the time fle firuck, 
and finding the Englifh on board too few in number ef- 
feflually to reftrain their ill conduct, were guilty of the 
greateft enormities. A lieutenant, and fitty Lnglifh fea- 
men, perifhed, with about four hundred pnfoners. The 
lofs of men in the Britith fleet was wonderfully {mall, con- 
fidering the length and violence of the battle, the pro- 
digiouinefs of the fire, the nearnefs of the combatants, 
and the obftinate bravery of the enemy. The whole 
number killed, and wounded, in two aétions of the ninth 
and twelfth, (for no feparate lifts have been given) 
amounted me! to one thoufand and fifty, of which two 
hundrg¢and fifty three were killed on the fpot. It 1s ob- 
fervable, that the flain in the Ville de Paris only, was faid 
to amount, at leaft to four hundred. The brave captain 
Blair of the Anfon, who in the preceding year, had moft 

allantly fought the Dolphin againft the Dutch, in the 

Rorth- ea a@tion under admiral Hyde Parker, fell glori- 

oufly on this day. The lof. of lord Robert Manners, fon 
on. Ill. No. 108: 
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clofely laid along fide by the Canada; and ina def. 
perate aétion of near two hours, was reduced alinoft ° 
to a wreck. - va tes Cornwallis was fo eager in his ° 
defign upon the French admiral, that without taking 
pin of the Heétor, he left’her to he picked up 
y a frigate, while he proceeded to the Ville de Paris, 
It feemed as if M. de Graffe was determined to fink ra- 
ther Wan firike to any thing under a flag ; but he per- 
haps alfo confidered the fatal etfe&s which the feline 
ay might produce on the fleet. At leneth 
uel Hood came up in the Barfleur, almolt at 
, and poured in a moft tremendous fire, which 
o lave hilled fixty men; but M. de Graffe, 
g to’ fignalize, zs much as poflible, the lofs of 
e and fo favourite a fhip, endured the repeti- 
ins of this fire for about a quarter of an hour 
onger. He then condefcended to firike his flag to 
the Barfleur, and furrendered himfelf to fir Samuel 
T¥ood. If we were difpofed to adopt the pompous 
rea Ser fometimes ufed on the continent, it micht 
be faid, without much extravagance of hyperbole, 
that miracles and prodigies of valour were performed 
on both fides*. Bi George Rodney, for his gallant 
behaviour, received the thanks of the Britith fenate 
was created a peer of the realm, and gratified with a 
liberal penfion. 

A confiderable battle was fought about this time in 
the Eaft Indies, between the Britifh forces under fir 
Eyre Coote, and thofe under H¢der Ally, in which 
the former proved vi€torious. Hyder loft his fecond 
fon, with many of his principal officers, and the 
whole number killed and sounded amounted to eigh- 
teen thoufand. After this fanguinary engagement 
Hyder retreated with precipitation to Trincomale, in 
order to recruit his army +. 

Difpatches from fir Edward Hughes, about the 







of the late marquis of Granby, and brother to the duke of 
Rutland, was univerfally lamented by the nation as well 
as the navy. That gallant young nobleman, in the com- 
mand of the Refolution, of feventy four guns, had been 
highly diftinguithed during the war, by a feries of the 
moft brilliant actions; and being moft grievoufly wound- 
ed in this battle, though with fair hopes of recovery from 
the excellence of his conftitution, was, to the great lof: of 
nis country and the fervice, carried otf by a locked jaw, a 
few days after, on his paflage to England. Thirty-fix 
chefts of money, deftined to the pay and fubfiftence of 
the troups in the intended invafion of Jamaica, were 
found in the Ville de Paris. The Ville de Paris, however, 
fulfered fo much in the ation, that it was impoffible to 
-ep her above water, and fhe never reached England. 

On the commitment of the mutiny bill for 1782, Mr. 
Burke capreffed ftrong difapprobation of employing ge- 
neral Arnold as an officer in the Britifh army ; as he was 
a rebel to rebels, His fervices might be properly re- 
warded by a pecuniary gift or a penfion, but he ought 
— to be entrufted with the power of committing freth 
treaions. 
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fine time informed us, that'on the twenty-firlt of 
O@ober, in the i , the company’s 
under the com of fir He&or Monro, 
marched to Nogore on the fea-coaft, to co-operate 
with his majefty’s Heet in the reduGtion of Negapa- 
tam. The marines, and the greater part of the lea- 
men, with the heavy cannon, &c. being landed on 
the twenty-ninth, the ftrong lines which the ¢nemy 
had thrown up to defend the approach to thejtowa, 
Were ftormed and carried. On the feventhof . 
ber a battery of ten eighteen pounders bein y 
to open, the admiral and general ya 
Mons to the governor to furrender, being’ #dif- 
pofed, his fecond in command declared for him,Yhat 
tbe place fhould be defended. During the 
enemy made two defperate fallies, but were repulf 
with confiderable lofs. On the tenth, more batteries 
tg ready, the enemy demanded a capitulation, 
which was granted, and being figned on the twelfth, 
the town and citadel was then delivered up. The 
ta confifted of eight thoufand men, two thou- 
nd three hundred of which were troops belonging 
to Hyder ; and among thefe were one thoufand ca- 
valry. Ip confequence of the fall of Negapatam, 
Hyder’s troops evacuated all the forts and ftrong 
pofts they held in the Tangore country ; and the 
petty princes in various other provinces, who, at the 
infigation of Hyder, had rebelled againit the nabob 
of the Carnatic, laid down their arms, and returned 
to their obedience. 

‘To return to domeftic affairs; the marquis of 
Rochingham, having been appointed firlt Jord of the 
treafurv, lord Shelburne, and the right honourable 
Charles James Fox, fecreteries of fiate, lord Cam- 
den, prefident of the council, &c. it was hoped the 
few adminiftration was founded upon a permanent 
bafis, and as a memorable inftance of the fuppofed 
triumph of freedom over venality, the refolution de- 
—s the expulfion of Mr. Wilkes, and his incapa- 
city of ferving as 2 member of parliament, was ex- 
punged the houfe of commons, by a vote of a very 
confiderable majority. Bat the general joy arifing 
from an arrangement of mitmfiry fo grateful to the 
people, was foon allayed by the univerfally lamented 
death of the marquis of Rockingham, a nobleman, 
whofe whole condu&@ throughout life had evinced 
the ca ap patriotifm and philanthrophy. This 
inelancholy event was followed by the rohctalins 
of Mr. Fox and other members of the new cabinet, 
in confequence of the earl of Shelburne being ap- 
pomted to the office of firft lord of the treafury. Va- 
rieus coneftures were formed frem thele {udden re- 
figuatsom, but the houfe of commons having been 
unexpettedly adjearned to the ninth of daly, no au- 
thentc information could be obtained till that dey, 

the idea that Mr. Fox would then men- 
tion his for his refignation, there appeared a 
mof aftonithing concourle of people at every avenue 
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of the bowk. A debate took place from a report of 
a penfiah having been granted to colonel Backs, ches 
treafuger of the navy, amounting to three theufand 

two hundred pounds a — In the cour of this 
very intérefting contelt, thofe of his majefty's late ad. 
miniftration gave their reafons for thetr refirnation,, 
whilft fuch as remained pledged themfelves for the 

continuance of thofe principles, for which they were 

firft received into iris nmjefty’s councité. The next 

day this interefting fabje& was difcuffed in the upper 

houle. The duke of Richmond fpoke with extrent 

tandour and liberality, declaring his with that the 

world fhould know on what principles he came into 
office. He affirmed that the new government was 

formed on this triple foundation: the balis was 

in a peace with thofe again whom we war 

abroad ; in retrenching expel o-home, and in 

lefening the increafing inPience'of the crown. Af- 
ter i refpedtfally OF the charnéter of the late 

marquis, he famented,tie refignation of the fecretary 

of aap oo of = peri ae nan de. 
clared that the prefent minifters ve his Say 

port fo long af remained fgg soes princi 

ples they at firft profeffed. 

His avery repiired to the houfe of peers on the 
eleventh, and having in a fpeech to parliament com- 
mended their unwearied zeal and induftry with the 
plaineft regard to its trite intereft, whether peace or 
& continuance of war fhould be the event, thanked 
dhe commons for their liberal fopplies, and declared 
his reliance on the fpirit, effeGtion, and unenimity 
of his people in the fupport of the honour of his 
dela the intereft rat ae the ee 

cellor by command of his majefty, prorogued 
feffion to the third of September. 

By accounts, from the Eaft India houfe, it ap- 

red, that there had been a defperate engagement 

ecn our fleet under fir Edward Hughes, and 
that of France under M. Suffrein. ‘The French, ¥t 
length, after a warm conteft of rds of two 
hours, ceafed firing’ and hauled off after their tranf- 
ports they had in convoy; much lofs was fuftained 
on both fides ; that of the enemy could not be deter. 
mined, but on the fide of the English fell two cap- 
tains, feveral inferior officers, and thirty-two private 
men, befides vbout one were Wo Sir 
Edward, after the aftion, proceeded to Trincomale 
, and having refitted, fated for 


to ir his da 
Fort Be. George. . 
The ble circumftances which the American 


on in this country, may be gathered 
froma dhe following refolution i. the house gf dele- 
i in the South Carolina : 
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tecitiy auredby thetreaty withGreat Britain, France, 
and the United. States, which iba) teromate the war.” 

The lofs of the Royal of one bundved guns, 
which happened at Spi on the twenty-ninth of 
Augait, wasthought one of the misfortunes 
this country had experienced for many years pait. 
This thip having, om ber laft cruize, made more 
water than ufual,.a refolation was formed, to heave her 
down at Spithead, in confequence of which the wea- 
ther bene aoe? the bufineds was commenced at 
fix o'clock ia the morning, aod the fhip by ten was 
dees a proper Gtuation for difcovering the leak, 

in r totake off fome farther iheets of copper, 
to caulk the ame prone. the was ordered to be 
lowered a fi Meabagdr winery Wig ch 
of the were at dinner, when the fhip by a fud- 
den putt of wic i caine le, and’ehe loach deck 
port belie open, *:d in about eight minutes, 
and fank to the bottom. is generally fappofed 
that upwards of nine hund eople fu upon 
this melancholy occafion, incladiag about two hun- 
fifty women and feveral chikiren. The lofs 
ef th iral t was truly la- 
mented ; his abiliti¢s were known to all the naval 
powers, and ke was jufily efteemed es a brave and ex- 
ienoed fea-offcer *. 

An exprefs was received at the admiralty from 
vice-admiral lord Shukdham, foon after the Jofs of 
the Royal George, with an account from the captain 
of ask Ine the Spa aa kde! lofs aay 
m3} i illies, It that admi- 
ral Grate: who had the ciaiee: of the homeward 
bound Jamaica convoy, kept a very northward 
coarfe to avoid the enemy's cruizers, whom he fup- 
pofed might be detached to intercept the tardy hips 


* In the beginning of 1783, a very elegant monument 
was ereéted in the church-yard at Pertfea, io the memory 
ef the brave, though unfortunate, admiral Kempenfeldt, 
and his fellow-fufferers, who perithed in the Ro)al George. 
The monument is lofty, in a pyramidal form, ornamented 
with dere trophies, arms, ie ta urns, a and in 
an compartment upon the upper t at the pyra- 
mid, in black marble and gold eon, is this infvription : 

._ _ * Reader, 
with folemn theught 
durvey this grave, 

and refi: 

on the antimely death 

-of thy fellow mortals : 
and whit 

@S 3 man, a Briton, and a patriot, 
theu teadeft 


” the melancholy narrative, 
an a tear : 
7 ese ) 
dend undernesth the following infoription 


# (On the twenty-ninth doy of Asipelt, 1762, 
tis wenjelig'olhip the Row aa aeace, 
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of the convoy. His flag was flying on board the 
Ramillies from his departure from Jamaica, to the 
mement it was neceffary to quit her for the prefervas 
tion of the lives of the crew. She loft her mafts on 
the tenth of September in a violent gale of wind, and 
continued ungovergable till the nineteenth, when 
fhe was abandoned and left in a finking condition. 
*™ ‘ices from Bengal, received about this time, an- 
the mofk p expeations of an imme- 
general peace, though our government in 
larter abounded in every fpecics of refcurce 
_ Mecuting the war. The Mahrattas, weary of 
an isMucce(sful war, had declared for pacific mea~ 
furef, end the late mifunderftanding with the Nizam, 
anwfome other of the country powers, were now fo 
removed, that if Hyder Ally alone had proved 
‘efraGtory, they had all ged to unite with the 
company’s fervants in bringing him to reafon 
Accounts received about the fame time mention, 
that the fquadron of a defperate adventurer, named 
Paul Jones, which furprifed and tock the forts and 
fettlements in Hudfon’s Bay, confifted of three fri- 
gates and threc or four privateers, They obtaincd 
a confidersble booty at Fort Charles, and Fort Ru- 
pert factories, deftroyed all the forts and veffels on 
the bay, and took away with them two valuable 
loaded veffels belonging to the company, which were 
fent for Bofton prior to Paul Jones’s bearing away for 
the North Seas. His booty, exclulive of the injury 
he had done to the forts and fa&tories, was eftimated 
at one hundred thoufand pounds. ‘This adventurer 
fome tiie before fell in with his majefty’s thips the Se- 
is, commanded by Captain Pearfon, and the coun- 
tels of Salifbury, commanded by captain Piercy, hav- 
ing under his convoy a large number of tranfports. A 


being on the heel at Spithead, 
overfet and funk ; 
by which fata! accident 
about nine hundred perfons 
were inftantly launched into etemity, 
among whom was that brave ard experienced officer 
rear-admiral KumPenFeLDT. 
Nine days after 
many bodies of the unforiunate floated, 
thirty-fiye of whom were interred 
in one grave 
op near this monument 
which is erected by the parifh of 
PorTséa, 
as a grateful tribute 
to the memory 
ofthat great commander 
and his fellow-fufferers.” 
And wpon 8 pedeffal in gold letters is this epitaph : 
“ Tis not this Rone, regrettedahief, thy name, 

Thy worth; and merit fill extend thy fame. 
Brilliant achievements have thy name impreft 
In lafting charaGers on ALBi0n’s breaft.” 


def perate 
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the eneufy’s lines and approaches. * At tHe dame in- 
Rant our, batteries opened with hot and cold nee 
ells from the howitzers 


from the’ Runs and 
mortars, This fire contifited without intermiffion 
on both fides till noon, when ait of the enemy from 
ther fhips feemed to flatken a‘little. Ahout two 
o'clock the admital’s thip was obferved to fmoke as 
if on fire, and s few men were obferved to be aftive 
in fearching out the caufe. Our batteries n-ver dif. 
continued, The enemy’s fire from the thips 
dually decreafed, Aboiit feven in the evening the 
fired only from a few guns at intervals, At mid- 
night the admiral’s thip was difcovered to havé taken 
fire, and in an hour after it was completely in flames ; 
eis more of the fhips took fire in fucceffion. Sig- 
nals of diftrefs being now made, the launfhes, feluc- 
cas, and boats, had yet nae senfiderable pro- 
‘ 


fs, and the fire from my’s batteries on 
thore did not in the leAf dimintth, Captain Curtis 
of the ihip Brilliant, sso was appointed to the com- 


mand of the marine brigade, and with his fquadron 


of gun-boats Jay ready to take advantage of a 
vourable circumftances, left the New “t two 
o'clock, and about three formed % line upon the ene- 


my’s flank, advancing and tring with great order 
and expedition, which fo aftonifhed dnd difconcerted 
them, tha they fled precipitately with all their boats, 
and gbandoned the fhips, in which fome officers and 
numbers of their men, inclding many wounded, 
were left to perifh t. In the courfe of the day the 
remaining eight fhips feverally blew up with oa vio- 
lent explofion; one only efcaped the effec of our 
fire, which it was thought proper to burn, there 
being no poffibility of preferving her. The admi-. 
ral’s flag remained flying on board his thip ull the 


de{perate engagement enfued, in which Paul Jones's 
{quadion proved viétorious, and the Serapis and 
Countels of Salifbury were’both captured; but the 
tranfports, fortunately made their efcape *. 

The Englifh were about this timc moff agreeably 
relieved from the difagreeable appreheniions they had 
entertained refpe@ing the fate of Gibraltar, by the 
following important intelligence, communica 
general Elhot, the gallant defender of that 
to Mr. Secretary Townfhend. From the 
reprefentation it appeared, that the enem 
Jected their whole force by fea and land ; 
confifted of forty-four fail of the line, befided (hree 
inferior two deckers, ten battering fhips, five omb 
ketches, feveral firgates, and zebocques, a 
number of gun and mortar boats, a lanes floatithy 
battery, many armed veilels, and three hundr 
boats for cursing troops+. Their Jand batteries 
Were mounted with above one hundred pieces of can- 
non, and an egual number of mortars and howit- 
gers, and their army confitied of near forty thoufand 
men. On the thirteenth of September, at eight in 
the morning, all the batterng fhips commanded by 
Don Bnenventura Moreno, rear-admiral, were put 
In motion, and came forward to their feveral a 
pointe.! ftations, the admiral being placed upon the 
cap'tal of the king's bufiion, the other fips extend- 
ing three to the foythwurd of the flag as far as the 
chmuch battery, five to the northward, about the 
height of the Old Mule, and one a little to the weft- 
waid of the admiral. By a quarter before ten they 
were anchored m Jine, at the diftance of a thonfaid 
to twelve handred vard-, immediately on which a 
heavy cannonade began from all the thips, which 
was itrongl, fupported by the cannon and mortars in 









































* Towards the conchifion of this a@ion, one of the 
crew on board Pau! Jones's thip, thinking they muft be 
inevitably conquered, or totally deftroyed, atlempted to 
firike the coiours, which f) irritated his commander, that 
he inftantly thot lim through the head. 

t The preparations for thi, grand enterprife were be- 
ond all exanple. It was fnd that no lef¥ than twelve 
undred pieces of heavy ordnance of various kinds had 

been accumulated before the place, for the almoft num- 
berlef, intended purpofes of attack by fea and land. The 
quantity of powder, thot, thel!., and of every kind of mi- 
hitary ftores and prosifion, were fu immenfi a» to exceed 
pieditulity, The quantity ot gunpoweet only was fad 
to excee i erghty-three thoufand barrel. Forty guu-boats, 
with heavy arullery, as many bomb-ketches, witn tw: lve 
inch mortar, befides a large tioaung battery, ani ave 
bomb-ketchess on tre ufual conftruction, were all defined 
to fecon! the p wer'ul effort, of the great hattering (hips. 
Nearly all the trigates, and filer armed veilels of the 
kingdom were a {embled, to atiurd fuch aid ‘as they might 
be tuund capable of; and three hundred large boats were 
sabtdgtbeh eg rid part of Spain, which with the very 
great n already in the vicinity, were to tinifter to 
the ngbting veflels during aGion, and to tand troops in 


the place as foon as they had difmantled the fortrefs, 
The combined ficets of France and Spain, amounting to 
fomething about fifty fhips of the line, were to cover and 
fupport the attack ; and could not but greatly heighten 
the terrorsas well as the magnificence of the fcene. The 
preparations by land kept pace with thofe at fea. Twelve 
thoufand French troops were brought to diffufe their pe- 
culiar vivavity and animation through the Spanith army, 
as well as for the benefit to be derived frou the example 
and exertion of their fuperior diufcipline and experience. 
The duke de Crillan was affifted by a number of the befl 
officers of both countries, and particularly of the beit en. 
gineers and artillerifts of his own, 
Berge Curtss’s vigorous fire from fome gun-boats, 
i the confternation of the enemy, whofe other 
were fucceffivel) fet on fire by the hcated balls o 
, except one, which, from the impracticability 
of ing it, was burned in the ordinary way, ~ Man} 
ob the eheihy were killed in the attack; many pefifted i: 
the ery soma were drownel »-end not a few wer 
refeved i ing deftruGion by the efforts of th 
Englith, ered their own lives in this nobl 
exercife y Thus did Elliott, and his sefolut 
garrifon taittiph over the boafted preparations of Spain 


wa 
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wat totally confumed..:' The royal artillery, addi- 
tional gunners, and marie brigade, only could be 
employed in this fervies, which they ekecuted with 
deliberate coolnefs and Undasented intrepidity. 


The 
fire was inceflant, and. (le betepries abundantly fap- 
plied with paemeacnen peciea ctl in the garrifon, 
not on duty, eagerly indg to fhare in the honour- 
able labours of the day.’ enemy's dating at- 
tempt by fea was eHettually defeated by the well 

well-timed, 


fypported fire from our batteries ; but the well-time 
jndicious, and .{pirited attack made ‘by i, 


Curtis, rendered this fuegefs ‘a complete vittory. 
The lofs in the brigade of feamen, dering 
nature of the attack, was very inc ble, only 


one man being killed and five wounded, That of the 
enemy in killed, burned, drowned, and wounded, 
muft have beep almoft incalculsble *, The fincere 
itude all the-poners of war exprefied fot their 
Wiiverance from the variouvkorrors that furrotinded 
them, afford the higheft {atisfaction to humanity +. 
On the twenty-fecond of N t, Mr. Secre- 
tary Townfhend fent a letter to the direttors of the 
babs Gagland, of which the following is a copy ; 
“ Gentlemen, Whitehall, Nov. 22, 17182. 
‘¢ His’ majefty’s minifters, anxious to prevent, as 
much 1s poflible, the mifchiefs too commonly refult- 
ing from fpeculations in the funds, during*the un- 
certain ftate of the negociation for peace, betw&en 
the powers at war, (and which it is to the gencral 
honour and intereft of all ape powers to avoid) have 
thought it their duty to afk his majefty’s permiffion 
to communicate to you, for the information of the 
ublic, that tu negocrations now cartying on at 
Paris, are brought fo far to a point, as to pro- 
mife a decifive conclufion, either for peace or war, 


* The fate of the Spaniards muft have been wretched, 
had they not been dragged trom amidft the flames through 
the perfonal intrepidity of brigadier Curtis and his people, 
almoft at the hazard of thew own lives. The general 
expreffed the uimoft anguifh at fecing the brigadier’s pin- 
nace clofe to one of the largeft fhips at the inftant the blew 
up, and fpread her wrecks to a vaft extent all around, till 
the black cloud of fmoke being difperfed, he was again 
revived by the fight of the pinnace, little appr iene 
that the brigadier was in the utmoft danger of fioking; 
fome pieces of timber having fallen into, and piciced the 
boat, killing the cockfwain, and wounding others of 
the men, fo that fcarce any hopes remained ef reaching 
the hore; he was providentially faved by ftopping the hole 
with the feamens jackets until boats could arrive to their 
relief, One of our gun-boats was funk at the fame mo- 


ment, 

t The duke de Crillon, » general of great reputation 
having the chief command of the allied forces, princes of 
the roysl blood of France, dignified characters of Europe, 
the firit nobility of Spain, and great military officers, bem 
prefent with the “erp ip atmy, an amazing concouife 
of pecein that filled the camp and covered the adjacent 
. UI. No. 108, 
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before the meeting of parliament, which will on that 
account be pro Tuefday the twenty- 
fixth inftant, to Thurfday the fifth of December 
next. i 

‘¢ Thave his majefty’s commands to affure you, 
that you will reccive immediate notice of the iffue. 

‘© T am, Gentlemen, 
mY “¢ your moft obedient 

Governo\ and Company “‘ humble fervant, 
of the Bank of England. T. TownsHEnn. 


ford ‘mayor of London alfo received a letter 

ilar ishport with that addrefied to the governar . 
pany of the bank of England. After this 

notificgtion the following letter was received by the 

lord 2hayor : 

ti “© My Lord, : 

‘¢ Tn confequence of my letter to your lordfhip of 
the twenty-fecond of laf month, (ale the earlieft 
opportunity of informing your lordfhip, that a mef- 
fenger is juft arrived from Paris with an account of 
provifioual articles being figned on the thirteenth of 
November, between his mayefty’s commiflioners and 
the commiflioners of the United States of America, < 
to be inferted in, and conftitute a treaty of peace; 
henee peace fhall be concluded between Great Bri- 
tain and France. Your lordfhip will make this as 
public as poffible. 







‘CTam, &e. 


December 3, 1782. “ T, TowNsHEND.” 


A copy of the above was alfo fent to the dirctors 
of the bank. 

On the fifth of December his majefty went to the 
honfe of peers, and opened the feffion of parliament 
with a fpeech from the throne, importing that im con- 


fequence of the fenfe of his parliament, he pointed 


hills on this occafion, plain! shan that the combined 
powers had formed the moft fanguine expeélations from 
their battering thips, deemed perfeét in the defign, com- 
pleted by prodigious labour and unlimited profufion of 
ag and by common report- pronounced invincible. 

he lofs faftained by the combined force of France and 
Spain in this fruitlefs attack upon Gibraltar, cannot by anv 
means be afcertained: their own accounts being fo evi- 
dently calculated to depreciate their lofs both by fea and 
land. A letter from a French officer, dated on the cvcn- 
ing of the eighteenth, giving an account of the attack 
upon the works on that day by the garrifon, contains the 
following pathetic paflage, which nmy afford fome idea 
of the effect produced by a fimilar or greater fire on the 
thirteenth, viz. ‘“ The eye is fatigued, and the heart rent, 
with the fight and groans of the dying and wounded, 
whom the foldiers are this moment carrying away; the 
number makes a man fhudder, and I am told that in other 
parts of the lines, which are not within view of mv potft, 
the numbers are ftill greater. Fortunately for my teel- 
ings, I have not, at this inftant, leifure to refleft much 
on the ftate and condition of mankind,” 


51 ali 


402 


all his views and meafures, to.an.entire and cordial 1 
. reconciliation with the colonies; and expreffive of | 
his perfe& reliance on.tbeir wifdom in the further 
profecution of the war, fhould its continuance appear 


to be mag aa In his particular addrofs to the 
‘commons, he difplayed a very ceconomical difpofi- 


tion, a gencrous feeling for the fuilerers in America, 
made the greater conceflion, on his part, and recom- 
mended fuch meafures as fhould be deenci‘moft fa- 
,lutary and patriotic. After fome debates as to cer- 
tain particular parts of the fpeech, an addi'fs was 
unanimoufly agreed to in the houfe of lards ; the 
fame form vaffed in the lower houfe, and ‘the ad- ' 
dreffes bein refpeaisely prefented, met wkh mof 
cious anfwers frou the king *. 

On the twelfth of December captain Luttrell, kom- 
mander of the Mediator, of forty-four guns, vif. 
played an inftance of fingular prowels in the attack 
of five fail of French and American frigates laden 
with militirv ftores oTferrol, and the capture of the 
Alexander of twenty-four, together with the Mana- 
gere of thirty-guns, armée en flute. On the four- 
teenth captain Stephen Gregory, of the Alexander, 
contrived a plan to eccafion the prifoners to rife, and 
hoped to have taken the command of the Mediator 
from captain Luttrell ; but through the indefatigable 
attention of lieutenant Rankin of the marines, the 
parties were difvovered, and ordered to be put in 
Irons, and kept on bread and water. The Mana- 

re was conducted into Plymouth Sound, and the 
Alexander followed a fhort time after. 


On the twenty-third of December his majefty went | 
to the houfe of peers, and gave the roval aflent to - 
fevcral bills that were ready ; after which the lords | 


unanimoufly voted their thanks to fir Edward Hughes 
end fir kyre Coote, as did alfo the houfe of com- 
mons on the fame day t. 

Public expectat.un was now greatly raifed by the 


* Intelligence was about this time received of the fate 
of bis majete s flup the Centaur, of feventy-four gun, 
commanacd by capiam Jag ¢.cld, which furndered near 
the Azure. ir Ue Adamic Occan At the time «f her 
finking, the crew were chiefly on board, there not being 
a fingle fiip int gi.tto alord them any alittance A hort 
time previvas tu her ¢ ing down, a part o- the crew took 
to her remainit gy boat», which were three in number, her 
other b ats bemg itove in thy hurricane ; bul of thefe, two 
were fank from being tuo much laden, and all who were 
in then perfled “Phe other, which was very fmall, 
contan ig only twelve men be ides the captai and a boy, 
fertunat’ ly reached Fyal, one of the Azores, alter being 
cxpofed tthe greaeft cifirets tor fixteen days. When 
the fo wretched farvivors quitted the flip, they took wath 
then oly ater fuficient tor three days, but which, by pru- 
dent management, fparingly turrithed them for nine days ; 
after wisch time they were reduced to the flecking ex- 
tremity uf Cuinaing their own wine. 

4 Towards the termination of th year, the pleafing 
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cl eli pelt af the happy ‘reftoration of gene 
ra palin. as the preliminary articles of peach 

Enfpland and France were figned at Ver- 
fuilfes, on the twentieth of Jenuary t, by Mr. Al- 
leyne fitc-herbert, on the part of the one, and by 
the count de V » on that of the other, 
The preliminary articles between England and Spain 
were figmed on the fae duy by the firft of thot 
gentlemen, and by the count D’Aranda, on the part 
of the catholic Ling. 

Great debates arofe in the houfes of parkement on 
the fubjeét uf the pseliminary articles of peace. In 
the upper shegle the deaders of the oppofition confi- 
deved the : inaries as injurious to the intcreft 


| and honour of Great Britain: accufed the minift 


of impolicy and improvideuce in marking the boun- 
daries betwcen the territorial rights of Great Britain, 
and the ‘United States of Amefita ; cenfured thein 
fer employing an incg.apetent commiffioner to ne- 
iate with them, 9s appeated from the thameful 
ignorance, and abtakdity of the provifional articles + 
pac prieg se en papier panini both in Agus 
an ics, and conclude |, fropee; 
tenor of the preliminaries, thaerheteaittre pes 
ceded implicitly to whatever terms might have been 
propofed to them. In anfwer to thefe charges, the 
friends of adminrfration obferved, that the peace was 
as good as we had reafon to expeét, confidering the 
nimnber of foes that affailed us in Europe, in Ame- 
rica, in the Weft Indies, and in the Kaft. They ju- 
dicioufly remarked, that the minifirv who tranfaéted 
the important matter alluded to had come into power 
at the moft critical moment this nation had ever ex- 
perienced ; that trey were fenfible of the diftrefied 
fituation of their country, and the arduons tatk the 
were about to undertake ; bat that, actuated by ther 
duty, their attac'unent to the conftitution, and their 
public frit, they rather chofe to hazard every thing 


intelligence arrived of the releafe of captain Afgill, fon of 
fir Chales Afjill, alderman of London, by virtue of an 
erder of the United States of America in congref, affem- 
bled on the feventh of November. This brave and amiable 
yourg ofhcer, had been doomed by lot to fulfer death, to 
retalat. for the murder of onc captain Ha kdy, an Ameri- 
can officer, Who had been executed as a traitor by the 
lusal refugoe. of New York. Immediately on hearing of 
the fate of her unfortunate fon, lady Afyill, his afflicted 
mother, applied ingthe moft pathetic terms, to the count 
de Vergennes, prime minifter of France. The count 
with great humanity and politencf,, wrote to general 
Wafhington on the interctting fubyc &, ‘and that officer, 
warmly interfermg in behalf of the unhappy captain, his 
life wa» fpared. 

Afgill’s letter to count Vergennes on this occas 
fien, was fo truly patletic and interefting, that we were: 
almoft inchned toinfert it, had'‘it bcen fhorter, 

z A Dd. 1788. t 
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than fofler fxchddftra@ivemesfirres any longer to! 
be purfued ; that they had come into adaanifiration , 
when the cry of the-whole ‘nation was, “Give as 
peace on any terms ;” aud thet they had procured 
@ peace on much better terms than could have been 
expeGed. Asto the boundaries in America, fo much 
obyc&ted to, they arged, that, they were propofed 
agrecable to the fyftem of moderation that now be- 
gan to prevail in the moft enlightened parts of 
Enrope ; and, in a word, prefamed that, all circum- 
ftances confidered, every difpaflionate and impartial 
man would be convinced that the miniftry had done 
their duty, and made as good a peace as this king- 
dom hada right to expeét. At length a motion for 
an addrefs to his majefty, congratulating him on the 
return of peace, was carried by a majority of thirteen. 
In the lower houfe, Fox and Sheridan condenmed 
the tre.ties as prepa with difadvantage and ipno- 
miny: lord North, to the Wtonifhment of all pre- 
fent, joined in the public clamgyr ; in confequence 
of which, the addrefs propofed by the minrfterial 
partx, was deprived of thofe claufes wh ch involved 
an appropemen of the articles, by a majority of fix- 
teen voices. ‘fhe attack and defence of the treaties 
were renewed ina fubfequent debate ; and the con- 
eeflions which had been made to the adverfaries of 
Great Britain, were voted to have been greater than 
they had a right to expec. ‘ 

n unexpe@ed and very extraoridinary coalition 
took place at this t.mc, between lord North *, and 
Mr. Fox, and the:r partizans, and the confequent 
eenfures pafied in the lower houfe on the negociators 
of the peace. Many members thought thefe incon- 
veniencics of fuch ferious confequence, that however 
it might feem to encroach on the roval prerogative,in 
which alone was the appointment of minifters, it was 
highly neceflary, in a moment fo extremely critical, 
to addrefs his majefty on this occafion. Accordingly 
‘the following motion was made on the twenty-fourth 
of March, ‘* That an humble addrefs be ptefented 
to his majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to take into confideration the prefent calamitous con- 
dition of this country, occafioned by a long and 
suinotts war, and that he would appoint fuch an ad- 
miniftration, as would deferve the confidence of the 
people, and relieve them from the diftraGtions under 
which they groaned.” This motion was not expet.cd 
to pafs without oppofition, nor the wonderful coa- 
lition to efcape without being fevetely noticed by 
the oppofite parties, Mr. Martin, a member w hoic 

arliamentary condwé had ¢ver been graced by in- 
ependence and integrity, peremptory declared, 
that from fixcd principles he abhorred the coalition ; 
that he had tor many ycars heard the wifefi and beft 


* Till this fran e coalition, no politicians were more 
hoftile in their ic declarations than Fox and Notth, 
goying many years of acrimonious contelt, The moit op- 
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men in the ‘Hetife ‘exclaim aguinft the indeinpetence 
vf the néble lord (North) to faftain the cares of this 

uighty dnpire his fomnolency, his blunders, 
his obftinacy, &e. had been the continual theme of 
thofe very irien who were now elaborate in their en- 
comhiums ‘on his chara&er; and that therefore he 
fhould feel himfelf a betrayer of the interefts of his 
country, if he gave his voice for an addrefs to comi- 
tenance fuch a coalition; but, having an entire con- 
fidence in the wifdom and firmnefs of his fovereign, 
he thehid vote for it, not doubting that his majefty's 
choice would meet the moft fanguinc wifhes of his 
people. At length the addrefs was propofed, carried, 
and gyacioufly received by his majefty, who, de- 
clared, that it was his earnclt defire to do every thing 
in Ais power to comply with the withes expreffed by 
h& faithful commons. 

On the thirty-firt, the country being without an 
adminiftration, the chancellor of the exchequer an- 
nounced his refignation to the houfe. The fufpen- 
fion of public bufinefi, unavoidably confequent on 
this fate of affairs, created juft ground for public 
murmur and parliamentary interference. Different 
forms of addreffes were moved and fubmitted to the 
confideration of the houfe, but nothing was carried 
into reiolution ; till at length an adminiftration was 
formed, and on the fecond of April many of the con- 
fequent new writs were moved for jn the houfe. 

His majelty, however, delayed the expeéed 
change, till after repeated application. He then 
appointed the duke of Portland to prefide in the trea- 
fury, Fox and lord North to be {ecretaries of ftate, 
reftored the chancellorfhip of the Exchequer to lord 


_Jotin Cavendith, appointed Burke pay-mafter of the 


army ; and complied with fuch other alterations as 
were diéated by the viftorious patty. 

Among the taxes propoftd by the new miniftry at 
the opemng of the budget by lord John Cavendith, 
that on receipts and promiflory notes was thought 
particularly unpopular, as it produced a general 
murmur among the commercial part of the comrhu- 
nity, followed by petitions from the city of London, 
and other parts, though without producing tlie de- 
fired effc&. , 

The hing having, about this time, engaged to 
allow the prince of Wales fixty thouiand pounds per 
annum out of his civil lift, the commons voted a 
temporary aid dffixty thoufand pounds for the fet- 
tlement of the prince’s houfchokl, on his attain- 
sent of the age of twenty-one years. 

From this period no more important bufinefs was 
difeuffed in either houfe till the fixtcenth of July, 
when his majeity clofed the feffion with a fpeech fiom 
the throne. 


probrious epithets had been applied to each other upon 
all manner of occafions. But ambition and faction too 
ficqueutly prevail over honour and principle. 

His 


4 
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Hie majefty had now leifure to attend to the 
tification of many.of his loyal and meriterious fub- 
jetts, by heaping hohowrs on them. On the fifth of 

‘ebruary, he was pleafed to order letters patent to 
be paffed under the great feal of the kingdom of Ire- 
land, for creating a fociety, or brotherhood, to be 
called Knights of the Hluftrions Order of St. Patrick, 
to confift of the foyereign and fifteen knig}is com- 
panions, of which his majefty, his beirs Gnd fuc- 
ceffors, thould perpetually be fovereigns ; and h's 
majefty’s lientenaut-general, and governorYeneral 
of Ireland, or the lond-deputy or deputies, or lords 
juttices, or other chief governors, fhould officiate 
as grand mafters : fifteen night companions of the 
faid order were occordingly conftituted by appoint- 
ment of his majefiy, ad afterwards velted a 
infignia in due form *. 

The-court martial which had been fummoned on 
the trial of ecneral Murray, for the lof of Minorca, 
met at the clofe of the preceding month, at the 
Horfe Guards, to receive the decifion of the court, 
after its revifion by his majefty. Both general Mur- 
ray, and fir William Draper, who had exhibited the 
charges again him, being prefent, the judge-advo- 
cate proceuded to read the decifion, which was, 
* That twenty-feven of the charges were frivolous 
‘Sand groundlefs.” Of the remaining two, the 
court had found the prifoner guilty, and fentenced 
him to receive futh reprchenfion as his majefly might 
think proper, which Mis majefty had becn pleafed 
to remit. The judge advocate then informed fir 
Wilham Draper, that it was the pleafure of the 
court, that he fhould he required to make an apo- 
Jogy to general Murray for having inftituted the pre- 
fent trial again him. Sir William a blgun and 
apologized accordingly. When a fimilar requifition 
was made of ge.eral Murray to fir William, for having 
wounded his feelings -as a foldier, by his condu& to 
him during his command at Minorca, general Murray 
wehemently refufed acquiefcence, declaring that he 
was the protcétor of bis own honour, and would 
leave that of every ether man to his own vindication. 
He was, therefore, put under arreft; but the affair 
was accommodated, by changing a word in the pro- 


* The following is a lift of the huights companions as 

then inftituted: : 
His royal highnefs prince Edward, 
His grace William, duke of Leinfter, 
Henry Smyth, earl of Clanrickard, 
Randal William, carl of Antrim, 
Thomas, earl of Weftmeath, 
Morrough, earl of fychiquin, 
Chasles, carl of Drogheda, 
George de la Poor, earl of Tyrone, 
Richard, earl of Shannon, 
James, earl of Clanbraflen, 
Richard, eas! of Mornington, 
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henlh that any futate il emfogence, weal 

t any future’! nce would take 
flack bctrcen de tedacierdl: 

Intelligence from the Exf Indies now arrived, in- 
forming us, that the eftablifhment of peace with the 
Mahrattas ‘was almoft accomplithed, as articles of a 
treaty of peace and perpetual amity and alliance, 
between the Englifh and the Mahrattas, had been 
agreed upon and executed. Some time after ad- 
vices were received of the death of Hyder Ally, who 
had been our moft formidable opponent in that re- 
mote quarter of the globe, and that his fucceffor 
Ea Saib was morc pacifically inclincd to the 


ofed , and the matieh terminated in fork 
: at eas na 


Engitifh than his father. 

n the twenty-fecond of May, articles were agreed 
on between Mr. Ofwald, his Britannic” majefty’s 
commiflioner, and the commifffoncrs of the United 
States of America. ‘VHele articles declare the ac- 
knowledgment of the freedom, fovereignty, and in- 
dependence of thofe ftates on the part of Great Bri- 
tain, pointed out their boundaries in exprefs at 
and fettled feveral points relative teffrvigation, 
trade, and commerce. eee 

Sir Roger Curtis, who had cminently diftinguithed 
himfelf for his valour during the late fiege of Gibraltar, 
renewed on the fixteenth of June, as deputed from 
our court, the treaty of peace which had fubfifted be- 
tween Great Britain and the emperor of Morocco t. 

On the fecond of September, shat articles 
of peace, between the king of Great Britain, and 
their high mightineffes the States General of the 
United Provinces of Holland, were figned at Paris 
by the plenipotentiaries of the refpe&tive powers; 
as was, on the third, the definitive treaty with 
France, Spain, and America; and on the fixth of 
the following month, by virtue of his majefty’s 
royal warrant, peace was proclaimed between Great 
Britain, France, and Spain, at the ufual places, and 
with the accuftomed ceremonies. 

On the eleventh of February, the feffion of par- 
liament was opened by a fpeech from his majefty to 
both houfes, informing them that definitive treaties 
of peace had been concluded with the courts of 


James, earl of Courtown, 
James, earl of Charlemont, 
Thomas, earl! of BeCive, 
Henry, earl of Lly, 
Chancellor, archbifhop of Dublin, 
Reyifter, Dean of St. Patrick’s, 

- Secretary, Lord Delvin, 
Ulfter, William Hawkins, efq, 
Uther, John Freemantle, efq, 

+ Sir Roger Curtis on this occafion took with him; as 
prefents to that African monarch, three twenty-fix poun. 
ders, and one of eighteen, with four hundred balls, be- 
fides feveral other articles of lefs importance, . 
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Inrodavel witht of ce 
ntroduced witz u niG; 
Chair an the right hap tagous, tank the asthe 
of allegiance and fapaymesy,, and aad fub- 
{cribed the declargtivn, and qlfo took and fubferied 
Pechempe ik napa 3 In beth houles, & motion 
oF an wag 
Mr. y Fox draught forward bis matiog re- 
fpe&ting the future rogulatinn of she Raglith fetsle. 
ments in the Eaft Indies, gad after a puayier of in- 
genious obfervations, gpnelu fpeech with she 


llowing motions; 1. iven to bri 
Ina bill wells the Witty of the ek Sadia bee 


in the ref cerjain couypifianen, for the 
at of the vis Sad sad the pwblie: 8, Thas 
leave be given tp bring ip @ bil for Sha better 
dence i “lie “Thelema after a ibert de- 
encies in ONS, 3 
bate; were feverall agreed to by the houte. 
fel te and si ea saa t wer fo 
rit time, r tp HACE § é me 
defultory debates, a day — fixed for the fecond 
Treading. Accordingly, an the fiatad time, the point 


# 


the Enropeans qu the natives of : 
{ented the impropriety of fupporting the fervants of 
the company aa in defance.af every facred, 
could be guilty of the moft atrocious aéle of cruelty 
“ oe wien ur de ore : 
iament, he had done his a ppl this 
country, a friend to pov and an ene to 
pea he therefore moved, 

be committed. Jord Nocth, in a very able manner, 
defepded the principles wf the ‘pill, ceprobated the 
fervants.af the eompany for engaging in the moft 
wanton ies, which had neasly ruined the in- 
tarefts of the India compsny in that part of the 
world, and concluded with averring, that the ten- 
dency of the -bill was only to diminifh sheir pa- 
litical, but not by any means real confe, 


uence, 
¥ The opponents reafoped sgaingt the bill Spon ge 
meral principles, as di impolitic, and arhi- 
trary. Mr. William Pitt faid he was fhocked at the 
propofitions in the pill. Its tendepcy, he declared, 
was ogually hoftile to private property aud public 
fweotiom. In‘addition to the 1 atrocity of ghe 
meafure, the influence which it would create was 
. Nor. F. No, 108. . 


that she bill might 
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pens dangetans. It wanld the Ki 
Lbfervient to an afpirin Btion, and defies the 


true af our excellent gonftitution. @ithers 
poiated wut erie gera the injuttice of infridg- 
ang pwe rights of the chartercd cam. 
pany, and the dangerous tendency of eftablithing 


an ipflyence which might end only with the ex- 
ifence of the ,anttitation. t a yariety of as, 
guments praduced on both fides, the honfe divided 
@@ 4 plotion for adjonrament, which was carried in 
the negative by 2 naajority of one ners and nine 
valees, Lidl pierre t the hill he committed, 
was then without a divifion, and it was or- 
dered to be cammitted for the firft of December. 


On that day the = nts again difplayed. 
their eloquence, a bil was pass sonunltbed 
ie majority of eye bundred and fourtees. But 

is meafune of adminifization met with a very dif- 
ferent fate in the heufe of lords, where, after fome 
debates, the'motion for the commitment of the bill, 
was loft by a majority of nineteen. 

The pffenfive behaviour of the two Icaders of the 
eoalition, noufed the king's difpleafure, and a letter 
was fent foon after pes ye on December the nine- 
teenth, to Mr. Fox and lord North, demanding the 
feals of theix offices, without pemnicing them the 
in of an interview. Mr. Fox had before 
yaied Mr- Pitt on his eagernefs to re-enter into 
ahick, ing it was ble to him to 
retire. On the following dav, the right honourable 
William Pitt was eppdinted firk lord of the treafury 
and chancellor of the exchequer; carl Gower, pre- 
Gdent of the council, in the room of lord Stormont ; 
aad earl Temple, fecretary of fiate: the latter im- 
mediately wrote lotters of difmiffion to the remam. 
ing membess of the calsinet, the confequence of 
which was, a general and almoft unexampled refig. 
nation of their adherents. Earl Temple did not 
Jong continue in office ; for on Monday the twenty- 
fecond, Mr. Grenville rofe and announced the refig. 
nation of his noble ralation, who, he faid, hed taken 

poe’ that he might not be duppofed to thelter 
himfelf under she cover of authority againf any 
charge that might be brought againft him, but that 
he might mect it fairly and openly in his private 
capacity. A diffolution of parliament being now 
expeéed, a motion was made to addrefs his majefty, 

with a view to prevent its taking . At leng 
the queftion put, that the houfe agree to the 
motion for the asdrefs, it was carried with fo great 
a 7 of peal that the ao of — pales 
ni id not, thi oper to e ion by a 
decifion, When the adrel ma prefented to his 
majelty, ‘he returned an anfwer, in which be affured 
the hqufe, that he fhould not interrupt their meet- 
lag by any exergile of his Lads geal either of pro- 
ieogation ar diffalution. hs Ahen finally agreed, 
5 ; te 
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uing *, aM 
rng tb revolutions, difpatches arrived from 
his excellency major ames Stefart, com- 
mander in chief of his majefty’s and the Eaft India 
company’s forces on the ¢oaft of Coromandel, con- 
taining a particular accofut of a very oe victory 
obtained over the French and Tippoo Satb’y anxi- 
liaries, under his command. The fame difpatches 
brought intelligence from vicc-admiral fir Edward 
Hughes, ftating that he had had another a&tion with 
the French fquadron, under monficur Suffrein. It be- 
on the twentieth of June, when the enemy. hav- 
ang the advantage of the wind, hauled off. Several 
so melting and knee prevled throng 
mafts, ging, and ficknefs prevai 
out fhe choke Heel. The admiral, on his returnXo 
Madras road, received intelligence of the ratification 
-of the prelimmary articles of peace, as well as the 
ceffation of hofiilities agreed to between Great Bri- 
tain and the States General of the United Provinces ; 
and on the twenty-feventh, difpatched his majefty’s 


fhip Medea on a of truce, with letters to mon- 
Geur Suffrein and the marquis de Buffy. On the 


fourth of July, the Medea returned to road, 
with anfwers from the French commanders in chief, 
concurring in a ceffation of haftilities, as well as an 
immediate releafe of prifoners on both Bdes:.and 
terminated .the war in that quarter of the 


A reconciliation was no {doner effeGted with fo- 
reicn encmies, than domeftic faétion reared its bane- 
fai head. and involved our political fyftem in anarchy. 
When the honfe of commons met purfuant to 
journment, on the twelfth of January +, debates 
were maintained by the c parties with much 
zeal and jome degree of acrimony. A retrofj 
wes had to the rumoured diffolution of parliament, 
and the talents of the laté mininifters were contrafted 
with thofe of the prefent. The fovereign’s prero- 
gative to appoint minifters, and diflolve parliament, 
was admitted; but the propriety of foch meafures, 
ata ceitam crifis, was queftioned by the advocates 
for the late adminiftration. After a divifion of the 
goufe on the order of the day, upon which there ap- 
peared a majority of thirty-nine againft the minifer, 
the houfe went into a committec on the ftate of the 
nation, and Mr. Fox moved feveral refolutions to 
the following cffe&: that it is the opinion of this 
committée, that for any perfon or perfons in his 
inajefiy’s treafury, exchequer, or navy offices, or the 
bank of Lngland, to iffue any money for fervices al- 


® Notwithftanding there appeared fo much ‘difficulty * 


in forming a cabinet, an arrangement of m was 
in a few days. The duke of R was 
*- J lord privy-feal; the marquis of Caarsertben 

3 : 


"The bill being thus rejefted, Mr. F 
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“fa by the haufe, t6 adjourn to the twelfth of January | read 
. bi 


voted by the houfe of commons, unlefs the uftal 
ere ting the fums voted for fetvices 
thould yais into a law before any diffolution or prov 
rogation of parliament, would be a high mifde- 
meanon, detagatory to perce of the Route, and 
fubverliye of the confijtution. Phat there be pro. 
duced before the houle, ‘an account of all fumes 


-iffued ot »public fervices, from the nineteenth of 


»11783, to the twelftlt of January, 1784, 
That-no' more money be iffued on the credit of a 
vote of the houfe, tii the above accoupt thall have 
been laid before-the houfe, nor for three days affer. 
That the chairman be‘inftru@ed to move the houfe 
that the mritiny bill be réad a fecond time on the 
Ot oaien debieirat next. 

byeftions having been'made to tho third of th 

refolutions, the- mover faid, that in order to oe 
away every poflible ground for a¢cufing him of any 
intention: to withbol aid the opt ig he would not 
profs that refolution, The three were then 
carried without adivifion. Several other refolutions 
were moved refpeéting general and alarming reporty, 
p hills peared &c. pointing upon the’ whole fo 
- pec poe = ced ag a age their friends 
p em; howevér “were Care 

ried by a confiderable majority. : a = 
On the twentycthird, Mr. chancellor Pitt moved, 
that theIndia bill laid by him before the houfe, be 
read a fecond time and committed, after having re, 
commended it to the houfe, as one which would be 
equally efficacious with that of Mr. Fox, in correét- 
ing abufes and diforders, without creating improper 
influence, violating charters, or invading property. 
Mr. Fox immediately rofe, and edverted to the ten- 
dency of the bill, as totally infafficient to eradicate 
the evils complained of, or emancipate the company 
from that flavith dependence: on its fervants abroad 
which deprived it of its energy, and rendcred it the 
tuted obje& of foreign cabal. After a conf- 
ble debate, the houfe divided " the fecond 
ding, whee ap ‘againit the bill, a 
7 of eight, (vis. {sil being two hundred 
arid twenty-two againft two hundred and fourteen.) 
ing ' moved for 
leave to revive his plan, and bring in # bill for the 
better A bers and . government of our affairs in 
the Eaft indies; the two principal obje&s of which 
were, the rendering the fyfiem for the government 
of India, permanent by the authority of parliament ; 
and the fixing the government at home. The other 
fyftem as fecondary, might be modelled to meet 
_ lons and opinions of the country. Hd 


and Mr, Townfhend, who had been created d Sid 
i fecretaries of fate; and lord Thurto lard high 
lor. ’ ah 
ft A. D. ‘ 1764, 


* 


then 
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the calle upon. the minifier:to declare explicitly,, 
WwW 4 


r the houfe was to rely'-en the promife made 
in anfwer to theix late addxais. The minifter, how- 
ever, made no anfwer., .He was called upon again 
and again; but reumined @jent. -At length, as if 
urged Be ihe pointed feverity of fome remarks, he 
declared that he would not condefcend to anfwer in- 
terrogatories, which he did not think gentlemen en, 
titled to propofe to him, and concluded with affign- 
ing ba reafons in a high. and elevated flile of ex. 

reimion, ° + we eae egy a ee PS 

Pp The day following, the members were cugaged 3 
before on the fubje& of the diffolution, and as un- 
decifively, till-at length the queftion for adjourn- 
ment was propofed and.carried. A right honourable 
member, after fome exordium, imoved, that the houfe 
do come to this refolution, ‘‘ That the houfe of com- 
«¢ ‘mons expreifed .the firmeft reliance on his ma- 
*¢ jefly’s maft gracious affurance, that he would not 
¢¢ interrupt their proceedings in fettling the affairs 
‘s of the Eaft india company, the ftate of polls 
‘* credit, and of the revenue; objetts -which ap- 
* peared.of the ft magnitude to his majefty, 
‘¢ to this houfe,.and to the pyplic.” The minifer 
appeared, from the tenor of his obfervations on this 
motion, to be at firft much agitated by, it; at length 
however, he faid, he, was not avesfe to. declare, tha 
he never had.any intention of diffolving the parlia- 
ment, that the circumftances of the public rendored 
it a meafure which no friend to his country would 
advife ; that he for one would not advife any fuch 
meafure, nor even a& with a niiniftey by whom it 
wasadvifed. =, 

This declaration having, in fome degree, conci- 
liated the minds of the oppofite party; a motion 
was made, and paffed unanimoufly, for adjournment 
to Thurfday the twenty-ninth. 

In this diftraéted ftate of our councils,a meeting was 
held by many independent members of the houfe of 
commons, at the Saint Alban’s tavern, for the laudable 
purpofe of recommending an union of parties. They 
were between fifty and fixty in.number, and, in 

t of property and confidcration in the country, 
truly refpe@able. The following requifition, fipned 
by feveral members of parliament, was prefented to 
Mr. Grofvenor, in confequence of his propofal in the 


houfe of commons for an union among the leaders of 


the contending parties. 

‘* We whofe names are hereunto figned, members 
‘6 of the houfe of commons, being fully pcrfuaded 
“< that the united efforts of thofe in whole integrity, 
‘¢ abilities, and conftitutional principles we have 
‘* yeafon to confide, can alone refcue the country 
‘¢ from its prefent diftraGed flate, do join in moft 
‘-earnefily entreating them to,communicate with 
* each other on the arduous fituation of public 
«© affairs; trufting, that by a liberal and unreferved 
‘s intercourfe between them, every impediment may 
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“< be remtoved, to a cordial co-operation of great 
ing. on the “lame 


{ « and refpeGable charatters, a&ing on 


*¢ public principles, and entitled to the fu of 
a Tadepenlant and difinterefted men. oe 

*¢ ‘And we depute—to prefent this reprefentation 
“¢ and requifition to his grace the duke of Portland, 
“ the right honourable lord John Cavendith, the 
“ right honourable William Pitt, and the right ho- 
‘¢ nourable Charles James Fox, in our names,” But 
all the efforts of this refpef&table body were fruf- 
trated ;.the one part making the refignation of the 
minifte? the very bafis of the i intercourfe, 
and the’ minifter flating, that his perfonal feelings 
would not fuffer him to refign his poft for the pur- 
pofe of negotiating: fo that after feveral meetings, 
and many letters had paffed between the partics, the 
ohana carried a motion declaratory of their fenti- 

ents, and agreed to adjourn fine dic. 

The fixteenth of January, the lord mayor, at- 
tended by feveral of the aldermen, went in proceffion 
from Guildhall to St. James’s, and prefented .an ad- 
drefs to his majefty, expreffing the fatisfaGtion they 
felt at the difmiffion of his majefty’s late minifters, 
and their earneft affurances of maintaining their zeal 
and loyalty inviolate. A fimilar addreis was alfo 
prefented by tle merchants of London. 

On the twenty-ninth, the houfe of commons met 
purfuant to adjournment; but nothing important 
eccurred till the fecond of February, when Mr. 
Grovefnor, the chairman of the meeting of the 
country gentlemen affembled for the purpofe of 
eficGting an union of parties, after informing the 
houfe, that the conciliatory efforts of that mceting 
were not likely to prove effeétual, moved, ‘‘ That 
‘¢ in the prefent circumftances of this country, fo 
‘* arduous and prefling, it was neceffary for that 
‘* houfe to take fuch meafures as were moft con- 
‘* ducive to procure a firong, permanent, extenfive, 
“* and united adminiftration, as fhould carry the 
*¢ full confidence of the commons and the public.” 
The particular friends of adminiftration oppofed the 

“motion, and reprobated the idea of an union be- 
tween the parties mentioned, as too much in imita~ 
tion of a recent coalition. Mr. Fox vindicated his 
meafures and thofe of his adherents; afferted the 
dignity and privileges of the houfe of commons, and 
maintained, that to fet the fenfe of that houfe at de. 
fiance, was to overturn its confequence, and with it 
the conflitution itfelf, aud the liberties of the fub- 


L je&. At length, after a few obfervations from tome 


other members, the queftion was carried without a 
divifion. Another mation was then made fimilar to 
the former, both with refpeé& to fubitance and etfeé&, 
and carried by a majority againft the minifier. 

But the prefent sdminiftration appeared to have 
had the concurrence of the upper houfe, in which a 
noble Jord, on the fourth of February, made two re- 
folutions refpecting fome late eranfattions, and then 


moved 


ih 


shoved for ari addréfs td thé ire foonded on 
thet refelutions, bx of their entire 
tion with his "s Appointhent of nis, 
-— affuring r his ttivjefty, tHat they would, oon 
Saad 6 Atpport oH it ave juft exercife of # con. 
fituti sa fame fubjett of alter- 
éation which thibr the atterition of the lower 
houfe for {eile tithe, S nined td be debated from 
dat to day, ind every motion was carried againtt the 
minifter, till, on the twentieth, Mr. Fox moved for 
an atldre®& to ver king, which béing allo carried, 


was ted and reported. 

is addicls was prefered on thé twetity-filth to 
his toujefty ; when » reply being read in the houfe, 
Mr. Fox fofe ahd faid, he wonld not thea enter int 
the confideration of it, bat woutd barely remark, 
that it appeared to him to be Sita on the part of his 
majefty, and therefore the houfe could net well pro- 
ceed more than one ftep further; and as this agra 
on the part of the houfe aye de final 
ought to be proper time for pei or 
on what that meafare fhou Fie then moved 
that his apa Arion Rk thoald be taken into con- 
fideration on Monday, the of March, which 
was 5 ae to. Accordingly, on that day Mr. Fox, 
after fome cxordium, moved a vaticty of refolutions, 
tending on the whole to teftify the Poul a and af- 
fli&ion of the houfe on Wns doo aufwer which 
his majefty’s minifters had advifed, to affure his ma- 
jefly, that the houfe neither had difputed, nor meant 
in any inflance to difpdte, much fefs to deny his 
majefiy’s tive of 2 to 
the executive offices of ftate, fach as to his 
tajefty’s wifdom might feem meet: at the hme tinie 
again fabnutting to his majefty’s royal wifdom, that 
ho adminiftrution, however appointed, can 
ferve his majefty and the public with effe&, which 
does not enjoy the con pent i dra to ae 
pref. a wnolt unfeigned 
roval affurances, that he nag ion 
right of the houfe to offer their aries 
On every p occafion, exerc 
any keanch: of toy al at nape declare, vt 
they had done ‘their uty to his , and their 
conftituents, in pointing out the evil, and in humbly 

Loring rédrefs ; and that therefore the refponti- 

biny ma now be wholly upon. thofe, who bad dif- 
regarded the opinions, and neglaGted the 
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* An cccurreace the followiag day, thtew the metro- 
into av great ferment, Tn incident which, 
|, Was deemed the 

more extraordimar 


: pee ing attoyed the 
oy chancellor’s boule in Great Onnont: Oonend doen, natiied 
- ST die, tee As fom a hs tp 
ew 


to dhe 
hal of yeti of Sel pole: sad pe and readies 
y, but 


the perpeteators of fo dar 


HISTORY GE ENGLAND 


ie the tatives of his 
thereby to fet up 8 rc A do 
tive ve, ediainiirntsh tioh, which, wantieg the confidence 
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tie and 
nen é it the itesrties of the peo- 
os othe cries mififtration, baweyer, in 
clis inflaide erable grouad, bh having on 


a divifion en "Ms. pax mn, ‘the majority only of 
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lord Hinchiohrok infe tt 
ke that it yoatiy al i as 


hia sity, and graci received. O 
to the houfe To rs 
eee to foveral pan ad 
gh fom eon he pa 
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2 full confideration of the prefent fituation 

te ‘a One and ofthe circumftances 
* which have produved it, declan ced to put an 
*© end to this feffion of partisme fee] it a ella 

** which I owe to the fir iotny ie to the countr 

sear bedey ore Sage 
* to the fenfe of m e; & new par. 
© fiatent®.” . Aseaed . e 
On the - of May, the time for 
the of parliament, Noth houtfes bes af- 

ferdshied, and the houfe of cammons proceaded to the 
choice of a fpeaker, when Mr. Cornwall was again 

in the chair. The day following, his 

in & fh frown the throne, declarod of 
his calling the parliament. He affured them of the 

TatisfaStion he enjeyed in meeting them, after re 
curring in fo Dlr geoget: aig a to Fai of his 
people; and of his reliance, that were ani- 
mated by the fentiments of to por pvaah Bes 
to the conftitution. He then heir attention 
to the maintenance of the public credit, to the fup- 
port of the to the affairs 
opti tay meafures 
latter, ee nee alie& the confi 
our deareft interefts at home, concluded wi CXe 


is inclinations to eet 3 
de yale As 
flature>. A 


were propofed and carried, 


thout 2feR. A very im t event was annaunced 
- es nae 
v 

t ling of sat mys aaa 
an . to 

the twule-ths .condud of the high beili®’ of Welutstfter, 
=e pene lap ie retum uratathe wet cf edd, 

of net beving ranger brasga ed 
! . ity of the votes, and .cncluded with — 


to Polynes 
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On dhe fouirteenth) of Inne; te attention of the 
Youle was claimed by Mr..Burke, in a {peech of 
confiderable lerigth; in which he examined with 
great freedom the dangerous principles ypon which 
a late a& of power was, both executed and defended 
by government; reprobafiag the diffolution of par- 
liament as @ breach of faith,.as well as an impolitic 
meafure. 

On the twenty-firft of June, the chancellor of the 
exchequer moved feveral refolutions, as the founda- 
tion of the a&t, afterwards well known by the deno- 
mination of, the ** Commutation A&.” He ftated 
to the houfe, that the illicit trade of the country had 
of late increafed to fo alarming a height, as to en- 
danger almoft the’very exiftence of feveral branches 
of the revenue, and morc pafticnlarly that of tea. 
It had appeared, before the committce on fmuggling, 
that only five millions five hundred thoufand poun 

“aveight of tea was fold annually by the Faft India 
company, when the annual confumption of the king- 
dom was fuppofed, from good authority, to exceed 
twelve millions. After {tating the particulars, he 
faid, this tax would not be feltgs an additional bur- 
then, but ought to be confidered as a commutation, 
dy fubftituting an addjtional duty on windows, in 
which no fmuggling could occurs and, would in fa& 
prove favourable to the fubjeé: a houfa, for in- 
ce, of ninc windows, which miglit be rated at 
ten and fix-pence, might be fuppofed to confume 
feven pounds of tea: the difference between the old 
duties on which, and the new duty propofed, might, 
at an average, amount to one pound five fhillings 
and ten-pence, fo that fuch a family would gain by 
the commutation fiftcen fhillings and four-pence. 
The a&, however, was warmly oppofed in both 
houfes of parliament. It was denied to have an 
claim to the principle of commutation. Tea, thoug 
= article of gencral ufe, was ftill an article. of 
uxury. 

The next public meafures related to an objc& 
that required all the addrefs and management of the 
minifter. The firft wasa bill to enable the Katt India 
company to divide eight per cent. intercft on their 
principal. This bill, after a warm debate, and con- 
trary to is arene paffed the houfe of commons 
without a divifion; and after a firong debate in the 
houfe of lords, pafled, on a divifion of twenty-cight 
to nine. The fecond a& was to allowt he company 
a further refpite of dutics due to the exchequer ; to 
enable them to accept of bills beyond the amount 
prefcribed by former aé&s of parliament; and to 


folution, declaring it to be “ his duty to return two citi- 

*¢ zens to ferve for the faid city.” is motion, after a 

confiderable debate, was negatived by a majority of two 

ars and eighty-three to one hundred and thirty- 
Xe 


In this feffion, the commons expelled a delinquent 
member, Mr. Chriftophcr Atkinfon, who, in the cape- 
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i feveral 
: was followed by an aét, ‘¢ for the better government 
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eflablith their future dividends. Thefe propolition; 
si icrcansnahal Sor debates. The partiality of the 
minifter the Eafi India company was allowed 
to be highly and juflly merited. At length, after 
ivifions, the bill pafftd both houfes, and 


** of.the affairs of the Eaft India company,” Xc. 
On the thirtieth of June, Mr. Pitt difplayed the 


"national accounts for the year, or what is gencrally 


denominated the Budget. After having recap tu- 
lated the fupplies granted by parliament, and the 
ways and imeans for raifing them, heftated, that the 
ways and means fell juft within fix nullion pounds 
of the fum voted for the fupplies ; and this lafi fum 
he propofed to raife by a loan. With refpect to the 
untunded debt, which exceeded twelve millions in 
havy bills, and, one million in ordnance debentnres, 
though he intended to fund only feven millions of 
this debt, ftill, as moft of the navy ‘bills bore in- 
tereft, and as the intereft on that part which he 
did not intend to fund this year, would amount 
to two hundred and eighty hound pounds, he 
propofed to impofe taxes this year for the intere(t 
of the whole, though only half of it would be 
funded. 

The feffion clofed with a motion brought forward 
by Mr. Dundas, for the reftoration of the cfiates 
forfeited in Scotland, in the rebellion of 1745. As 
this meafure had for its obje& the relief of indivi- 
duals, whofe unequivocal attachment snd loyalty to 
his prefent majefty and his, family, could not be fup- 
pofed to be tainted or affeéted with the crimes of 
their anceftors, it met with the perfec apprcbation 
of the commons. In the houfe of lords, however, 
it was oppofed by the lord chancellor, both on the 
grounds of its inypolicy and its partiality. It was 
mnpolitic, be faid, as far as it rendered nugatory 
the fettled maxim of the Britifh conftitution, that 
treafon was a crime of fo deep a dye, that nothing 
was adequate to its punifhment but the total eradi- 
cation of the perfon, the name, or the family, out 
of the fociety which he had attempted to injure. 
This. was the wifdom, he faid, of former times. The 
bill, however, paffed the houfe of lords, and received 
the royal affent. 

On the twentieth of Auguft the king terminated 
the feflion, by a fpeech from the throne; in which 
after exprefling his approbation of their proceedings, 
and his concern for the additional burthens wich 
they had been compelled to impofe upon the pubtic, 
he adverted to the ihportant objeéis, with refjcd to 


city of corn-contra@tor, had been guilty of grof, per- 
jury, for which he was exhibited ignominioutly on the 
pillory. 

From fome caufe, however, proceedit gs azainft fir 
Thomas Rumbold were difcentinued about the fame time, 
though many of the members entertained doubts of the 
punty of that gentleman’s conduét. 
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trade and commerce, yet to be provided for; and 
he trafted that fuch regulations would be framed, 
upon a full inveftigation, aa would tend to promote 
the wealth and proiperity of every part of the Britith 
empire. 

Tn the progrefs of the general ele&tion, it ap- 
peared, from incontrovertible evidence, that the pur- 
tizans of the coalition were not the favourites of the 
people. The moft tumultuous conteft, and that 
which excited the greateft attention, occurred at 
Weftminftcr, as well with regard to thé ele@ion as 
the fcrutiny. At the general ele&ion, lord Hood, 
Mr. Fox, and fir Cecil Wray, offered themfelves as 
candidates to reprefent that city in parliament. The 
firft of thefe rentlemen was by a very great 
majority ; the ftruggle between the two lait was long 
and obitinate: after continuing the coateft for up. 
wards of fix weeks, it was finally concluded on t 
feventeenth of May, leaving a majority of two hun- 
dred and thirty-five voters in favour of Mr. Fox. 
The high bailiff, at therequifition of fir Cecil Wray, 
the unfuccefsful candidate, granted a fcratiny into 
the poll which he had taken, on the day on which it 
clofed, and which was the day previous to the return 
of his writ. This mode of proceeding was-on the 
fpot formally protefted coil by Mr. Fox, and alfo 
by feveral of the eleGors. Immediately on the meet- 
ing of the new payliament, the condué of the high 
bailiff in granting the {crutiny, under the exifting 
circumftances, was warmly taken up by oppoftion, 
and as warmly defended by the minrfter and his 
friends. After much debate, as well by counfel at 
the bar of the houte, as by the members themfelves, 
in every fhape, and as often as it could be brought 
before them, both by petitions from Mr. Fox, and 
the ele&tors, the procceding of the high bailiff was 
joftified ; and it was refolved, by a very confiderable 
majority, on a motion of lord Mulgrave’s, ‘‘ That 
the high bailiff of Weftminfter do proveed in the 
fcrutiny for the faid city, with all practicable dif- 
patch.” Agrecable to this refolution of the houfe, 
the high bathff proceeded with the ferutiny dur- 
ing the remainder of the feflion, and during the 
recefs*, 


The Weftminfter fcrutiny was brought again be- 


* Not quite two seee out of the feven, into which 
Weftmintter is divided, were finifhed when the »arlia- 
ment met the fecond time, and yet the fcrutiny had then 
ccntinued for eight months. It wa» calculated that the 
bufinef, already gone through was not more than an eighth 
of the wholc. 

Of the votes in favour of Mr. Fox, feventy-one had 
been objefed to in the firft parifh, and the objections 
made good only againft twenty-five : in the fame parith 
out of thirty-two of the voters for fir Cecil Wrey, which 
were objeCied to, twenty-feven were declared illegal. In 
the fecond parith, out of two hundred o jeQied to, Mr. 
Fox loft eighty ; fir Cecil Wray out of feventy-five, at 
tha. time objected to, had Giaty ftruck off, 
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fore the houle, b a peti fon uf ferdval of the eles 
tors on the ei nth of ebruary, wien the high bailiff 
and his counfel, Mr. Hargrave and Mr. Murphy, un ' 
derwent a long examination at the bar of the 
—— the pratticability of carrying on the feru- 
tiny; the difficultiesend delays attending the 
famc. The iy beer declared, that, calculating 
from what had already done, it would take cer- 
tainly not lefs than two years to finifh the fcrutiny.. 
The eA following, Mr. Welbore Ellis moved, 
“€ That Thomas Corbett, Efq. high bailiff of the 
city of Weftminfter, having finally clofed the poll 
for members to reprefent the faid city, do forthwith 
obey the faid writ, and make a return of the precept 


dire&ted to him for that purpofe.” This motion 
rig be the merits of the srhiole queftion again before 


the houfe, and was long and ably debated, durin 
feveral days, by the refpeftive advocates of a 
rty in the houfe +. Towards the clofe of the de- 
te, the high bailiff was called to the bar, and im 
formed by the fpcaker of a refolution made by the 
houfe, weeny it appeared that the profecution of 
the fcrutiny was nq defended _by any thing like fo. 
numerous a@ majori.y as during the p g fef- 
fion. Colonel Fitzpatrick moved, “ That it a 
ead to this poufe, that Thomas Corbett, Eig. 
igh-bailiff having received a precept from the the~ 
riff of Middlefex, for eleGting two citizens to ferve 
in parliament for the city of Weftminfter, and 
having taken and polly comet the poll on the fe- 
venteenth of May laft, ing the day next before 
the day of return of the faid writ, be be now di- 
refed forthwith to make a return of his pt of 
members chofen in purfuance thereof.” This motion 
was rejeGed by a majority of nine only, The fume 
motion was again brought forward on the third of 
March, by alderman Sawbridge, and the queftion of 
adjournment was moved on it by the chancellor of 
the exchequer, which pafied in the negative. The 
main q was then put, and carried without a 
divifion. Thus, after a sruggle in parliament for 
two fcflions, terminated the Weftminfter fcrutiny, 
and the high bailiff the day following made a return 
of lord Hood and Mr. Fox. " 
Having gone through the bufinefs of the feffion, 


+ In debating on this fubje@&, Mr. Fox faid “‘ He faw 
cme , that it wae a pecuniary ftruggle, and that his 

iends were to be tired out by the expence of the conteft. 
The fcrutiny on both fides could mot cot lef than thirty 
th pounds a year. » This was enough to thake the 
beft fortunes. His own laft hhilling might be eafily got at, 
as he was poor; but ftill little as he bad, he fpend 
to the left thilling. If, in the end he thould lofe his elec- 
tion, it would not be, he well knew, for want of a 
majority, but for want of money! and thas would he 
deprived of his right, and the eleGtars of Weftminfter of 
the man of their choice, becaufe he was not able to carry 
on a pecumary conteft with the ieafury.” 


the 
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the tioufe.was adjourned, on the fecond of Auguft, 
till the twenty-feventh of O@uber ; batin the mean 
time a tion was ifued, by which it was pro- 
fogued to the firft of December. 

On the twenty-fifth of February the aca 
pointed to wait on Mr. Pitt with the freedom of 
city of Loudon, went in regular from 
Guildhall to Mr. Pitt's houle in Downing fireet, 
Weftminfter, where they prefented the freedom in 


form. 

The fir obje& of importance that engaged the 
attention of prety gr gray felon” was a 
meafwre which originated with the duke of Rich- 
mond, the mafler-general of the ordnance. It was 
an extravagant fcheme for fortifying the dock-yards 
wt Portimouth and Plymouth. The houfe of com- 
mons had, in the faa 3 feflion, exprefied their 


unwillingnefs to apply an of the public money 
for this pute, ore ge aon A acquainted 


with the opinions of thofe who were beft able to de- 
aide concerning the utility and ‘propriety of fuch a 
meafure. In confequence of this intimation, 2 beard 
of military aad naval officers was a ed by the 
king, with the mater genera of ordnance as 
their prefident ; and the propoiéd plan of fortifica- 
tions, was referred to them for their opinions and 
advice. After inveftigating the fidjel% “and making 
fheir report thereon, the plans recommended. were 
Jaid before a board of engineers to form an eftimate 
of the expences neccflary to carry them into exect- 
tion *. It was originally intended by Mr. Pitt, that 
it fhould be debated and decided upon, together 
with the ordance eftimates, as a mere collateral 


queftion. ee Burgoyne, who was- 


one of the board of officers that made the report, 
exprefied his defire, that before the bufinefs was 
further proceeded on, fo much both of the report it- 
felf of the inftruions upon which it was 
founded, as could be made public with fafety to the 
fiate, fhould be laid upon the table of the houfe of 
commons : alledging; that the houfe might other- 
wife unwarily be led to imagine that the report per- 
fe&ly approved of the plan of fortifications propoled. 
In fupport of this mode of ing, Mr. Sheri- 
dan, on the fixteenth of February moved “for a 
copy of the appointment of the board of naval and 
srilitars officers, and of fuch parts of their inftruc- 
tions and of their report, as his majefty’s difcretion 


might deem proper to be made public, with perfe& 
cenffiency to the fafety of the fiate;” but as. the 
in queftion had tien canitituted by circular 


letters from the king, without any official commif- 
fion, Mr. Pitt fubftituted another motion, the fame 
in effe& as the foregoing, but more conformable to 
the faG, which pafled unanimoufly. Thefe papers 


* This eftimate, amounting to feven hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds, Mr. Pitt laid before the houfe on the 


at 
being lald bofore the houfe, My. Pitt,.on the twenty. 
feventh of the fame month, introduced the pr ; 
in the form of a general refolution, to the following. 
effe& : ‘ That it appears to this houfe, that to pro- 
vide effectually for fecuring his majefty’s deck-yards - 
at Portfmouth and Plymouth, by a permanent fpf 
tem of fortification, founded on the moft ceconomical « 
principles, and requiring the fmalleft number of 
troops poflible to anfwer the purpofe of fuch fecu- 
rity, is an effential objc&@ for the fafety of the flate, 
intimately aonneéted with the general defence of the. 
kingdom, and santero enabling the fleet to a& 
with full vigour and efte& for the prote&ion of come - 
merce, the fupport of our diftant poffeffions, and the 
profecution of offenfive operations in any war in 
whtich-the nation may hereafter be engaged.” This 
mode of debating and difpofing of the queftion, he 
faid he had devifed, as beft caleulated, in his opi- 
nion, to afford an opportunity of difculling, in their 
fulleft extent, every principle whiak could poflibly 
be involved in the proceeding, whether in oppofition 
to it, or in its favour. It was alfé, he thought, more 
confiftent with the importance of the fubjeé to bring 
it inamediately before the houfe feparately, and in 
the form of a {pecific refolution, than to fend it to the 
committee mvolved with the reft of the ordnance efti- 
mates. In fupport of the refolution, Mr. Pitt un- 
dertook to prove: Firft, that the fortifying the dock- 
yards at Portfmouth and Plymouth, was a meafure 
of abfolute neceffity ; fecondly, that the plan of for- 
tifications propofed by-the duke of Richmond was the 
beft ble plan for that purpofe ; thirdly, that thefe 
fortifications would be the means of giving a greater 
effe&t to the operations of our fleets ; and, laftly, 
that they would diminifh the ftanding army. 

Mr. Battard, however, took up the fubje& in a 
very different point of view, he fatirically compared 
the fchemes cé the duke of Richmond with the ro- 
mantic abfurditics of Don Quixote, and totally difap- 
dale the adoption of a fyftem which would evident. 

difcourage the naval fervice. He could not bear 
the idea of tearing the enfign of Britith glory from 
the maft-head, and fixing it on the ramparts of a. 
gasrifon. He therefore moved for an amendment. 

.. Captain Macbride, who was aftually a member of * 
the council of officers appointed upon this occafion, 
coneeived the report io be the refult of the duke’s ar- 
tifice and influence, and by no means the unbiaffad . 
opinion of the board. Colonel Barré fuppofed that 
the officers had been deluded by the mifreprefenta- 
tions of the mafter- , and that Mr. Pitt could - 
not have approved of this extravagant ‘project, if 
his confcience had not been taken by furprife. Lord 
Mahon fupported, on this particular confideration, 
that the works might be defended by a very incon- - 


day on which the reft of the osdnance eftimates were- 
brought forward, 
fiderabler 


#12 
fiderable number of men. “Lord Hood, ahd fome 
other naval officers, approved of the {cheme as ex- 
soma and judicious ; but Mr. Fox and Mr. Wind- 
tam reprobated the idea, as derogatory ‘from the 
honour and the confequence of the navy. The di- 
vifion upon this produced an exa@-equality of 
votes: the fpeaker, therefore, judicioufly voted for 
.the amendment. ws 
In the early part of this feffion Mr. Pitt took no- 
tice of that part of his majefty’s Tpeech, which related 
-to the neceflity of providing for the redpétion of the 
national debt; he had intimated to the houfe, that 
fuch was the prefent flourihing condition of the re- 
xenue, than the annual national income would more 
¢han equal the annual national difburfements, befides 
leaving a furplus of confiderable magnitude ; this 
furplus, he faid, he meant to form into a permanent 
fand, to be conftantly applied to the Kquidation of 
the public debt. In purtuance of this information to 
the houl?, aad to afcertain the amount of the fur- 
plus in queftion, Mr. Pitt, previous to his entering 
into the fiate of thé finances, or ways and means for 
‘the prefent vear, moved, ‘“ That the feveral ac- 
counts and other papers prefented that Teflion, relat- 
ing to the public income and ex nditure, be refer- 
‘red to the confileration of a fele& committee, and 
that the committee thould be direéted to cxamine and 
=seport to the houfe, what might be the fuppofed an- 
amual amount of the income and ape in fu- 
ture.” This motion way unanimoufly agreed to, and 
‘the fele&t committee having framed their report, ex- 
hibited it before the houfe on the twenty-firlt of 
March: Mr. Pitt on the twenty-ninth, brought the 
contideration of the national debt, and bis propofi- 
rion for the diminution of it, focrary betore the 
houfe. In the courfe of the debate, he obferved, 
that the accumulated compuund intereft on a millian 
yearly, together with the annuitics that would fall 
into that fund, would in pope Hak i years, amount 
toa fum which would leave a furplus of four millions 
annually, to be applied, if neceffary, to the exigen- 
cies of the fiate. Some additional claufes being 
added, itwasread a third time on the fifteenth of May, 
_and carried up to the lords, where it alfo pafled 


#* A.D, 1786. a 

+ The adminiftration of Mr. Hafting. has been faid, by 
Mr. Shetidan, “ to exhibit a medley of meannefs ard 
« outrage, of duplicity and depredation, ct prodigality 
* and oppreflon, of the moft callous crucity contrafied 
¢¢ with the hollow affectation of liberality and good faith. 
« The firuid fyftem of commerci.] policy, to which all 
& the arrat.gemer(s and regulauons of the company are 
# ultimate v to be traced, was under bis government car- 
«pied to ts ut noftcstent. Thus hase nations been extir- 
“ pated for a tum o' money, whole tr.cts of country Jaid 
 wafte to turnith an inva ftment, prit ces expelled fer the 
balance of an acount, and a bioo « f eptre wielded in 
« one hand, in orier to replenith the empl purfe of 
of ourcantile mend.cancy, difpliye s nthe other.” Mde 
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without meeting with any tmateridl oppofition, sali 
afterwards cereal the roval affent, ano 
- About the twentieth of Mey, Mr. Pitt prefented a 
bill for transferring certain duties on wines from the 
cuftoms to the excife, which was one of the he 
had in view for increafing the revenue, and which 
he had before given the houfe notice of, when he 
pees the finking fund of a millien‘annually. The 
ill, however, was obje&téd to upon two grounds; 
firft on the difficulty of applying the excife laws ta 
wine ; and, fecondly, on the impolicy of ever extend- 
ing thofe laws. Though thefe objedtions were flarted 
by feveral members, the bill was read the third time 
on the twenty-ninth of June, and carried without 
any material altcrations. 

On the feventeenth of February *, Mr. Burke 
charged in the houfe of commons, Warren Haft- 
ings, efg. with high crimes and mifdemeanors, came 
mitted by that gentleman during his adminiftra- 
tion in the Kaft Indies, in the capacity of governor- 
general of Bengal.‘ In confequence of the charges 
made againft Mr. Haftings, a profecution was com~ 
menced ; but as it could give little or no entertain. 
ment to our readers (> enter into a detail of the pat- 
ticulars of fuch aa irfimenfe mafs of evidence, as would 
of ittelf furniih matter to conftitute-feveral volumes, 
and which. contirficd for feveral fucceflive years 5 
we fhall €ontent ourfelves with juft obferving that 
mafy complicated fcenes of villainy were exhibi 
to the public in the courle of this tral, but at length 
Mr. Hattings wes acquitted +. 

A treaty of commerce and navigation, between the 
king of Great Britainand Leuis XVI. king of France, 
was figned at Verfailles, on the twenty-fixth of Sep- 
tember. We thall forbear making any other remark 
upon this new and important event, than that it ap- 
pears to have caufed much alarm and apprehenfion 
amongft the manufatturing al of the French na- 
tion: its expediency and'policy, with re{pe& to this 
country, was amply difcuffed in the proceedings of 
the Britith parliament. 

In the courfe of the recefs of parliament, the right 
honourable Charles Jenpkinfon was advauced to the 
dignity of a peer of Great Britain, appointed chan- 


Sheridan's (peech on the Begum Charge, n the fourteenth ars 
ticle of Impeachment, 

Yet, as Mr. Haftings declares, in his famous minutes of 
defence, “ that he had the confcious fatisfaGtion to {ee all 
his meafures terminate in their defigned objes; that 
* his political conduét was invariably regulated by trath, 
‘ juftice, and good faith: and that he reigned his charge 
‘in a fiate of eftablithed peace and fecurity, with all the 

fources of its abundance unimpaired andeven improved.” 

To reconcile thefe apparent incongruities, we are te- 
quired therefore, by a {pecies of faith which can work 
miracle, to believe that there exifted in India crimes 

‘thout a criminal, opprcflions without an oppreffor, and 
tyranny witho it atyrant. Belfhgn’s Alemvirs, lit, 222. 
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, Would have manifelted a fairnéis and decency on our 


Lavils yeaa | rt peal old ally, and convinced the world, that 






oar, abd fir Guy Carle- | M 


tain. 
ote enced the felon on the twentpsthird 
from the throne, in which, 


ped Alma a 
mentioaing the Penal dif nt of fores 
f So feened the “eh 
seat had ar pcerey pli of commerce 
page spas a and = ordered 2 copy ate 


aa the lair sa con- 


’ calculated be enco 
of nd a end the extenfion oF lawful commerce 
in both countries ; and, by 
intercourfe between, habitants, to 
have a tendenny to give wddmional permanenty to the 


ngs of peace. 

‘Addrefler wer were ‘moved and feconded. in both 
houfes ; and as they, conteimed nothing but matters of 
mete conspliment. te the ing | they paffed without 
oppofition ; but im the b eomnons Myr. Fox 
thought obliged to eae hotice otace of Botte ne 
Pak eof be ieiret, had aot plan is by carb 

ers of apparently as the ground upon 

which jt was intended to defend the treaty, that had 
lately béen concluded with the court of eric 

9 the the fifth " sive 2 Mr. Pitt moved, “* That 
the houle fh aefolye itfelf into a committee on 

pee fh ; to take into 
pease 


on opening the fef. 

‘ta the treaty of commerce und 

veripstion fomned with his Moft Chniftian majefty.” 

This was fleenuoufly obje&ed ta-by the option, | 
eas affording too thort-a tame for 

ral. Cavendifh mpved, that “ Monday f fen might” 


be fabftitnted in the room: of “Monde 

” and that in the’ tinse a eall of the houte 

fhould be ordered. altercation the houfe 

divides, when t for the amendment 
eighty-nine, two kynded and n. 

ae ig Fetiepdeavoured to fate 

ae ~the megocistiens with Porta. 

ea Mode sosing te a-decifion upon 

seach ot. Prqbatle fate af our fature 


proper 
ith Port ald have been 
nk = la eal 


ae hap anggs apap nd 


for new friends and new con- 
bie wo could not be accufed of facnificing the 
ald. This shotion was oppofed by Mr. Pitt, and re~ 
jeGed without a divifton. 

' On the twelfth, before the hoafe refolved itfelf 
into 8 committee upon the al of commerce 
rk cries with France, a petition was prefented by 

Alderman Newnham from certain manufatturers 
aeembled in thejr chamber of commeice, praying that 
the houfe would not that day come to any decifive re- 
folution upon ‘the commercial treaty with France, 
as the petitioners had not feifure to underftand the 


treaty, and confequently were not ly aware 
to hos interefis, and Pe inte of ; 
othef manufaéturers might probably be affe&ted by 


it. Upon the petition, Mr. Pitt remarked, that its 
contents, ahd the moment of beara Oy it ‘were 
fomewhat fingular. The French treaty had been 
publifhed between four and five months, during 

time the petitioners st feems had not chofen 


ito find lefure to examine and undérfand it,’ 


and now, on the day on which the houfe had 
to take it into confideration, without pomt- 

ing out one fpecific obje@ion to rt, they modeftly 
requefted parliament would delays for an indefinite 
time, all farther guponit, This, he con- 
ceived the houfe, ought by no means to confent to. 
The-order-of the day, was therefore lendly called 
for; and “ae Rigged bein see i ss genet 
mittée, ‘Mr. Amine e, mm a long h 
entered te explanation and defence of the 
ox unfwered him alfo at great length, 


in which he objeGed to feveral of that thier 
Laden rs as too narrow for the aaah they 
, and to the con had drawn 


ieee git prot of te tc, ieee 


rk ‘Viga policy Peta and finance, as 
ious and unwarran 
fee beso los ca ths Coal Mr. Pitt propofed, 


thatthe committee fhould agam be formed for the 
confideration of the commercial treaty. ‘This was 
'ftrongly oppofed, 9s ta 


the houfe ty forprize 5 | 
bat upon a ‘divifign, Mr. Pitt’s motion was carri 


by a one trindred and forty-five to 
y the: tte boat 8 pate ig according geo hy 
a committee, Mr, Without any preface to 
beimpaed ale olan the — Kg France 
this coun apon as to ties 
the .prefent duties paid on the pi rtation of Pagta- 


wines.” Some debates now enfued, and before * 
qasition was detwnded, Mr. Fox moved, ve 
wey of of amendmen t; that the following words be a 
to it; «That che duties on the importation of 
wines fhonkl at the fame time be lowered 
one-third, This, Mr. FoR oblerved; would effec- 


tually 
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tually. preferve the Methuen treaty in full foree, fe 
fr as related to our part of the obligation, and 
would enable government more advantageoufly to 
negociate the peading treaty with Portugal. This 
motion was negatived without farther difcullion, by 
ninety-one to feventy-fix, and the original refolution 
put and carried. ‘ 
On theninctcenth, the report of thecommittee upon 
“the commercial treaty, was brought up, and on the 
ufual motion being made, that the houfe do agree to 
he fame, notice was taken of the omiflion of the men- 
tion of Ireland both in the treaty and the tariff; and 
it was afked, whcther fhe was underftood to be in- 
4luded in it? To this queftion Mr, Pitt replied, that 
Treland was certainly entitled to all the benefits of 
the French treaty ; but it was at her own option, 
whether fhe ihould’ choofe to avail herfelf of thole ad- 
vantages ; for it was only to be done by her paftine 
fuch laws as ihould put the tariff on the fame foot- 
ing in that country, as it was ftipulated fhould be 
done in this. Had the adoption of the treaty by 
Ireland been a ftipulation neceflary to be performed 
before it could be finally concluded on by this coun- 
trv, then this country woald have been deprived of 
all the benefits refulting from it in the event of Irc- 
land’s ones 2 report was finally agreed to, 
on a divifion, by a great majority. 
Pon the twenty-fri cae on another debate, which 
the commercial treaty gave rife to, in the houfe of 
commons, It arofe from an addrefs, moved by Mr. 
Blackburne, member far Lancafhire, “to thank his 
majefiy for the folicitude he had been gracioully 
leafed to evince, in forming a treaty of commerce 
betveen Great Britain and France; affuring him 
that the bonfe conceived that the mo& happy effc@s 
They would take every necedary Sep’to ender the 
they would take every to render t 
peepee efie@ual.” In fupport of this addrefs, 
he faid that he had Liat letters from his contti- 
tucnts, informing him, that a numerous meeting of 
the cotton eaanaiabbares: had been hel St Manchel- 
ter, in confequence of 2 kind of remonftrance 
whieh they had feen in the public prints againft the 
co ial treaty, from the chamber of manufac- 
tures ; and that, aiter a fcrious deliberation, and a 
full spe itt — arn they confidered ir 
treaty as high eficial to this country in ’ 
and A the pies manafaure in particular. They 
defired him alfo to inform the houfe, that they nei- 
ther approved of the chamber of commerce, nor had 
delegated any perfon to reprefent them im‘that bedy, 
when the petition, preying for time to confider 
fubied, was carried. 
honourable captain Berkeley, (member for 
ire,) feconded the motion ; and feid, that 


© A moflage from his majefty was delivered on the nine- 
teeath of Masch by the chancellor of the exchequer to the 


me 
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the treat} had met the approbation of. many bodiés 
of woollen manufacturers among his conftitnents. It 
condemmned;, as being 
too sri iy eal to England, andto heve a tendency 
to ruin the French manufiGares. The people of Ab- 
beville in particular had already declared, that if the 
treaty {bauid be carried intorcfc@, they muft be in- 
evitably undone, Thefe arguments were firenuoufly 
oppofed by feveral fpeakers and politicians. The 
debate continued till near three in the morning, when 
the previous queftion, which was moved by Mr. 
Ellis, being put, was carricd in the affirmative, by 
two hundred and thirty-fix to one hundred and fixty, 
and the addrefs was aiterwards agreed to without a 
divifion. 

On the twenty-third, the addrefs. was communi- 
cated, at a conference, to the lords, and their con- 
currence requefted ; and the firft of March was 
appointed by them for taking the fubje& into 

eir confideration. ‘ Whilft the commons were er.- 
gaged in the difcuffion of the commercial treaty, the 
attention of the houfe of lords was called, by the 
vitcount Stormont, §%, @ i Gere in which the con- 
Ritution of that bratich of the legiflature, together 
with the rights of the Scottish » were effen- 
tially cancersmed.-* It arofe out of a circumitance 
which ha during the late prorogation of par- 
lianrent, the creation of two of the fixteen pecrs of 
Scotland to be peers of Great Britain; and it 
was fimply this, whether, after fuch creation, they 
could continue to fit ws reprefentatives of the 
peerage of Scotland? The a& of union was filent 
upon the fubjeét; the only precedent that ex- 
iffed, that of the duke of Athol, upon whom, in 
1736, being then one of the fixteen peers, the Eng- 
lith barony of devolved by inheritance, was 
for the affirmative ; and it was well known that the 
lord chancellor’s opinion was in favour of the fame 
fide of the queftion. On the other hand, the nega- 
tive appeared to lord Stormont fo ftrongly fupported 
by every principle of equity, analogy, and fair con- 
ftru@ion, as to induce him to oring the queftion in 
the face of ali thofe difficulties, to a public decifion. 
Accordingly, on the thirteenth of February,- the 
lords, having been ioudy fummoned, the houfe 
refolved itfelf into a committee of privileges, for the 
purpofe of their taking it into confidcration *. In fap- 
port ef the motions he obferved that the queftion ap- 
= to him to lie in a narrow compafs, and was to 

decided upon a few plain obvious principles, 
which be fisted to the committee. fome de- 
bating on the fubje&, the motion was carried by a 
majority of fifty-cight to thirty-eight, and was fol- 
lowed: by enother motion of the fame kind refpefting 
the sake of Qpceniberry coemtes bares Deeg 


houfe of commons, in which he acquaints them ‘of his 
being defirous of conferring a mark of his royal favour 
v, + upon 
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On the twenty-eighth, Mr. Beaufoy, member for 
Great Yarmouth, at the requeft of the deputies of 
the diffenting congregations in and about London, 
made a motion for taking into confideration the re- 

al of the corporation an/ teft aéts. But Mr. Beau- 
foy's endeavours to procure a repeal of thofe parts of 
the teft and: corporation afts which excluded protef- 
tant diflenters from office, were af no avail. Lord 
North apprehended danger to the church and ftate 
from fuch a repeal ; and Mr. Pitt fuppofed that the 
barriers of our eftablifhment might be weakened hy 
it. Mr. Fox, however, thought the conftitution 
fuffciently fecure without thole illiberal reftriétions. 
Mr. Fox alfo remarked that, on the prefent occafion, 
he fhould not be fufpeéted of being biaffed by any 
improper partiality towards the diffenters. Their 
condu@ in a late political revolution was well 
known ; but he was willing to Iet them fee, that 
though they loft ight of the principles of the con{ti- 
tution upon that occaiion, he fhrould not upon any 
occafion lofe fight of his principles of toleration. 
The motion was alfo fupported by fir Harry Hough- 
ton, Mr. Smith, and fir James flobnf{tone: and op- 
pofed by fir William Dolben ; wito, in proof of dan- 
gerous defigns engertained by the diffenters, read a 

e from a book written by a dijngeafhed minif- 
ter of their body, in which he obferyes, ‘* That their 
filent propagation of the truth would in the ond 
prove efficacious. They wore wifely placing, as it 
were grain by grain, a train of gunpowder, to which 
a match would one day be laid to blow up the fabric 
of error, which could never be again raifed upon the 
fame foundation.” The queftion being put, it paf- 
fed in the negative; ayes one hundred, noes one 
hundred and feventy-eight. 

A fubje& was about this time brought forward in 
the houfe of commons by Mr. Alderman Newnham, 
which had for fome time engaged the attention and 
feelings of the public, namely the embarraffed {tate 
of the finances of the prince of Wales. Our readers 
will be plesfed to recollcét, that the eftablifhment 
of his royal highnefs’s houfchold took place upon his 
coming of age, in the year 1783, during the admi- 
nitration of the duke of Portland. Upon a full con- 
fideration of what was thought becoming the credit 
of the nation, and the exalted rank of the heir ap- 
a to the throne, the minifters of that day are’ 

id to have propofed, that an annual income fhould 
be fettled upon him by parliament of one hundred 


upon fir John Skynner, late lord chief baron of the exche- 
quer, in ponfideration of his diligent and meritorious fer- 
VICES; recommends to them to confider of enabling 
him ¢9 grant an annuity, clear of all ion, of two 
thoufand pounds per annum, suing the term ot his natural 
life,” On the twenty-firft Mr. Pitt maved for leave to 
bring ip a bill for the parrpofes above-mentioned, and was 
fecanded by Ms. Bur — faid, that having frequently 


ALS. 


thoufandpounds. This propofition isfuid to havebpes: 
reje&ted by the king with expreffions of fuch mark- 
ed refentment, as to make the immediate refignation; 


" of thofe minifters more than probable. In this emer- 


gency the prince of Wales, who had early manifeitad 
a favourable opinion of that party, interpofed, and, 
gave the world a ftriking proof both of filial duty 
and public fpirit. He fignified his defire, that the 
whole bufinefs fhould be left to the king; and de- 
clared his readinefs to accept of whatever provifion 
the king in his wifilom and goodnels might think 
moft fit. In confequence of this interference the af- 
fair appears to have heen accommodated, and an 


allowance of si thoufand pounds a year, payable 


out of the civil lift revenue, was fettled upon his 
royal highnefs, In a very few years afterwards, it 
sheared that this provifton was inadequate to the 
purpofe for which it was defigned. In the year 
1786 the prince was found to have contracted a debt 
ta the amouint of abont one hundred thoufand pounds, 
exclufive of fifty thoufand pounds and upwards ex- 
pended on Carlton houfe. His royal highnefs, om 
thus becoming acquainted with the ftate of his af- 
fairs, thought it neceffary to take fome effe&ual mca- 
fures for the relief of his creditors, His firft appli~ 
cation was to the king, his father, upon whofe af- 
fe&tion alone he wifhed to rely, and to whofe judg- 
ment he declare! his readinefs tq fubinit his nals 
and conform his future condu&. By his majefty’s 
diredtions, a full account of the prince’s affairs were 
laid before him; but from fome caufe, hitherto un- 
known, a dire& refufal to afford him any relief was 
conveyed to his royal highnefs through one of his 
sara ae officers of ftate. In confequence of this re- 
ufal, the prince of Wales appears to have conceived 
himfelf bound in honour and jultice to have recourfe 
to the only expedient. His deterumnition was 
prompt and manly. The day after he receised the 
meflage from the hing, he difimiffed the oiicers of 
his court, and reduced the eftablifhment of his houfe- 
hold to that of a private gentleman ; he ordered his 
horfes to be fold, the als at Carlton-houfe to be. 
difcontinued, and fuch parts, as were not neceflary 
for his perfonal ufe, to be fhut ai From thefe fav~ 
ings an annual fum of forty thoufand pounds was {et 
apart, and vefted in the hands of truttees for the pay- 
ment of his et This condué&, however laudable it 
may appear, did not efcape cenfure, as it appeared by 
an eat which happened foon after sve mean the 


interfered in matters of fupply, he could net avoid expref- 
fing on the prefent occation his conviction, that there 
never came a propofal for a grant on better grounds than 
the one before them ; never was an office {v exalted filled 
with more ae. and integrity, and refigned with 
more dignity, ‘The motion and the bill paffed Both houfes 
unanimoufly. 


- 8 danger 


416 


danger to which his majefty’s life was expofed in 
Atguft, 1786, when Margaret Nicholfon, a lunatic, 
under pretence of prefenting a petition to his majefty, 
miide an effort to deprive him of life, by endeavour- 
ing to ftab him in the body. Upon that occafion no 
notice whatever of the accident was conveyed to the 
prince of Wales by the court. He was informed of 
it at Brighthelmftone from the information of a pri- 
vate correfpondent. He immediately flew to Wind- 
for. He was received there by the queen, ‘but the 
king did not fee him. 

- In this deplorable ftate of the prince’s.affairs, the 
expedient was fuggefted to his royal highnefs, by 
feveral re(peGable members of the houfe of com- 
mons, of appealing to the juftice and generofity of 
the nation in parhament. T'o this meafure the prince 
appears to have afiented, as well from a natural with 
to tree himfelf from his pecuniary embarrafiments, 
as from a defirc of removing any ill impreflion, that 


the misfortune of having incurred the royal difplea. ° 


fure, and the confequent refufal of affording him 
any relief, might have left upon the minds of the 
bie. Accordingly on the day already mentioned, 
r. Alderman Newnham demanded, in his place, of 
the chancellor of the exchequer, whether it was the 
intention of his majefty’s minifters to bring forward 
auy propofition for refcuing the prince of Wales 
from his pretent embarraffed fituation ? For though 
his condu@, under the difficulties, with which 
Jaboured, refle&ed the higheft honour on his charac- 
ter, he thought it would bring indelible difgrace 
upon the nation, if he were fu to remain any 
Jonger in his prefent reduced circumftances. : 
Pitt replied, that it was not his daty to bring for- 
ward a fubjeét of the nature that had been mentioned, 
except by the command of his majefty. Mr. Newn- 
ham, therefore gave notice of his intention to bring 
the fubje@ regularly by a motion before the houfe 
on the fourth of May. Inthe mean time the friends 
of the prince of Wales were indefatigable in their 
endeavours, to procure the fupport of the independ- 
ent members of parliament to the propofed motion, 
On the twenty-fourth of the fame month Mr. Pitt, 


* In the year 1785, a tax had been impofed upon retail 
fhop-keepers, which was bebe oppofed at the time by 
the inhabitants of London and Weftmintter, as partial and 
unjuft in its pgnciple, and peculiarly oppreffive in its 
operation upon thofe two cities. The bufinefs was this 

ear committed to Mr. Fox, who on the twenty-fourth of 
April moved the Loufe for the repeal. He faid, he had 
never been forward in oppofing taxes, becaufe he thought 
it the duty, in general, of members of parlisment to fup- 
government in the arduous and invidious meafures of 
finance; but at the {ame time he thought there were li- 
mits to this duty, and that they were bound to infift upon 
the abolition of any tax, which upon a fair trial was found 
to be oppreflive and unjuft. Such a trial the tex in quef- 
tion had undergone, and it was found by experience to 
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after requefting “hat Mr. Newnham would inform 
the houfe more particularly of the motion he intended 
to make, adverted to the extreme delicacy of the 
fubje& ; and ‘declared, that the knowledge he pof- 
fefled of mahy circumftanocs relating to it, made him 
extremely anxious to perfuade the houfe, if poflible, 
to prevent the difcuffion of it. Should, however, 
the honourable member perfift in his determination 
to bring it forward, it would be abfolutely neceffary 
to lay thofe circumftances before the public ; and 
however di it might prove to him as an indi- 
vidual, from the profound refpef he entertained for 
every part of the royal family, he fhould difcharge 
his duty to the public and enter fully into the fub- 
je&. On the twenty-feventh, Mr. Newnham: in 
compliance with the requeft that had been made, fig- 
nified to the houfe, thatthe motion he intended to make 
would be to the following efie& ; That an humble ad- 
drefs be prefented to his majefty, praying him to take 
Into his royal confideration the prefent ftate of the af- 
fairs of the prince bf Wales, and to grant him fuch relief 
as his royal wifdom fhould think fit, and that the 
houfe would make food the fame.” Some debates 
enfued on the aboVe motion, and on the thirtieth, 
Mr. Newnham rofe again, te make a few obfervations 
upon what heepafed during thofe debates. A violent 
tercatidn enfued, and on the day derdalal over- 
tures were made to his royal highnefs to bring the bufi- 
nefs to a private accommodation. On the third, Mr. 
Pitt had an audience at Carlton-houfe, and the fame 
night the prince was informed by his majefty’s com- 
mand, in gencral terms, that if the motion intended 
to be made next day in the houfe af commons fhould 
be withdrawn, every thing might be fettled to his 
highnefs’s fatisfaGion. Accordingly, Mr. Newnham 
being in his place in the houfe, in which upwards of 
four hand members were affembled, rofe and faid, 
he felt the higheft fatisfaG&tion in being able to inform 
the houfe, that his intended motion was no longer 
neceflary. members joined in expreffing, in 
the warmeft terms, the great fatisfaGtion this informa- 

tion afforded them *. 
On the thirtieth of May, the king went in bi 
ufua. 


be, a partial tax upon houfekeepers, whofe houfes had 
fhops annexed to them ; it was, to all intents and purpofes, 
a perfonal tax, unjuftly levied upon a particular defcrip- 
tion of men. The partiality of the tax, he faid, was in 
the higheft degree glaring. The whole fum afleffed for 
the f amounted to fifty-nine thoofand pounds, of 
which the cities of London and Weftminfter, and the ad- 
jacent parithes, paid forty-three thoufahd pounds. In 
fome parts of the kingdom not above one hundred pounds 
was alfefied for a whole cuuniy, and not above fifty for a 
few. If, according to the opinions of fome politicians, 
every place thould fend fuch a number of reprefentatives 
to parliament as was proportionable to thew payment of 
taxes, the inhabitants of London and Weftminfter would 
fend not lefs than three hundred and fifty, Thefe mae 


te 
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‘ufual fiate tothe houfe ef peers, and the commons 
being fent for, the fpeaker, as foon as he came to 


the bar, addreffed his majefty, and ftated that he had 


-brought up two bills, by ehicl the houfe of commons 
‘bad granted to his ee y an alditional fupply ; and 
he expreffed: the fatistation they felt in having been 


able to provide for the fervices of the year without 


having tecourfe to any new Joan. He then enume-* 


rated the principal tranfaGtions of the feffion, as they 
related to the feveral objeGs that had been recom- 
mended to their attention at the opening of the fef- 
fion. 

The royal affent being then given to the bills, the 
king delivered a fpeech from the throne, in which he 
commended their zeal and affiduity, and thanked 
them for the proofs they bad given to him, his family, 
and government, of their attention and regard. T 
lord chancellor then, by his majefty’s command, pro- 
rogued the parliament. 

A war for fome time had raged with the utmoft 
fury between the emprefs of Ruyflia and the Porte. 
The emprefs had fought the allianee of moft of the 
Furopcan courts ; but the difpofition of the maritime 

owers of Fngland and Hollaml were not yet fully 

nown. The emprefs intended % fend a fleet into 
the Mediterranean ; and the affiftince of England 
was now become neceffary. “In full.rgnfidence of 
Englith fuccour, pilot-boats were engagtw in this 
country, to wait in proper ftations for the arrival of the 
Rufiian fleet ; to guid. them into thofe ports, which, 
being the ftation of the royal navy arienals, could 
the more expeditioufly fupply them with all manner 
of ftores and provifions, and, at the fame time, moft 
effe&tually facilitate their equipment for the Medi- 
terranean fervice. Thefe ohjeé&s being attained, the 
pilots were to condué& them through the Channel, 
and then to be replaced by a new fet, equally verfed 
in the navigation of the more diftant feas, wlugh they 
were to encounter. In the mean time, fome imer- 
chants in London, as agents to the court of Peterf- 
burg, had agreed for the hire of eighteen large thips, 
of four hundred tons, or upwards, to ferve as tenders 
to the Ruffian ficet, in the conveyance of provifions, 
ftores, arms, artillery, and ammunition. In this pro- 
mifing train feemed the ftate of preparation for the 
expedition: when a proclamation in the London Ga- 
zette, prohibiting Britifh feamen from entering into 
any foreign fervice, threw a fatal damp upon the de- 
fign: this was attended with a noticc to the contrac- 
tors for the tenders, that the engagement for fupply- 
ing them-muft be renowhced ; that the fhips would 
not be permitted to proceed: and that government 
was determined -to maintain the ftriGtel neutrality 
during the war, with refpe& to all the hoftile pow- 
ets, and confequently fhould afford no aid whatever 


Mr. Fex contended, proved the tax to be fo partial and 

un‘uft in its operation and preffure, that he could not fee 

how the-minifter could refit the application for its repeal 
Vou. HL No. 109. 
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toany of them. In the hope of remedying, in fome’ 
degree, this grievous difappointment, or at leaft of. 
putting the better countenanee upon the bufinefy, 
and afleGting not to regard it, Ruflia applied dire&ly 
to the republic of Holland for the hire of a number. 
of large tranfports to anfwer the fame purpofe; but 
here the difappointment was renewed, that govern- 
ment aot only abfolotely refufing a compliance with 
the requeft, but declaring its fixed determination to 
obferve the frifteft neutrality through the courfe of: 
the war, As this rejeétion was attributed folely to 
the influence of Great Britdin at the Hague, fo it 
was «dded to the black catalogue of her pelitical 
fins, and ftored up for future remembrance. 

The interval between the prorogation of par- 
liament, on the thirticth of May, and its. fubfe- 
erie meeting on the twenty-feventh of November 
ollowing, was not difti nithed: by any remarkable 
domeftic occurrences. The fpeech from the throne 
contained a very full and explicit declaration of the 
reafons which induced the king to affeinble the two 
houfes at fo early a period. He informed them, that 
the ae which fubfifted in the republic of the 
United Provinces had become fo critical as to cn- 
danger their conftitution and independence, and were 
therefore likcly in their confequences to affe& the in- 
terefts of his dominions. That, upon this account, 
he had endcavoured by his good offices to maintain 
the lawful government in thofe cpuntries, and had 
panty it neceflary to expluin his intention of coun-: 
teracting all forcible interference on the part of 
France: that, in conformity to this principle, 
when his moft Chriftian Majefty, in confequence 
of an application for affiftance againft the king 
of Pruffia, made by the party which had ufurp- 
ed the government of Holland, had notified to 
him his intention of granting their requeft, he bad. 
declared that he fhould not remain a quict fpogator, 
and had given immediate orders for augmenting his 
forces both by fea and land; and that, in the 
courle of thefe tranfaGtions, he had thought proper 
to conclude a fubfidiary treaty with the landgrave 
of Heffe Caffel. That the rapid fuccefs of the Pruf- 
fian gras having foon after enabled the provinces 
to re-eftablith their lawful government, and all fub- 
jects of co:.teft being thus removed, an amicable 
explanation took place between him and the moft 
Chriitian king, and both parties had engaged to dif- 
arm, and to place their naval eftabliihments on the 
fame footing as at the perenne of the year. His 
majefty next acquainted them with the friendly af- 
furances he continued to receive from all forei 
powers, and with the war that had unfortunately 
broken out between Ruflia and the Porte. He fur- 
ther informed them of a convention which had been 


with any colour of reafon or candour. Upon a divifion 
there appeared for the repeal one hundred and forty-feven, 
againit it one hundred atd eighty-three. 

§N agreed 
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had ordered copies of the feveral treaties and 
pe before referred to, to be laid before 
them. Addreffes were moved as ufaal, and after 
feme debates, paffed nem. con. 

Almoft in the beginning of the feffions, Mr. Gien- 
ville gave notice to the honfe, that he fhould beg 
leave to propofe for their confideration, certain 
parlinmen i pacity ie harap ce 
park t is father, for ation 
of the trials of controverted ele&ions. Hee in- 
ed, in a thort peel the obje&s which his bill 
in view, and the means ee obtaining 
them, He fhould propofe, , to impower a 
committee to aljudge that the party prefenting an 
ele@ion petition, which fhould turn out to be frivo- 
jous, fhould pay reafonable cofts, and to impower 
them in like manner to oblige the party offering a fri- 
volous pretence or anfwer to a petition, to pay rea- 
fonable cofis. This was merely an a& of juftice, 
and yet he added, he believed fuch a regalation 
would fave much oe to individuuls, and much 
time and trouble to the houfe. Another very mate- 
rial inconvenience, in his opinion, called equally 
for a remedy, which was the waut of a rule being 
lad down to eftabhth the rights of ele&ion. To 
remedy this, he meant to apnex certain provifions 
to his bill, which he prefumed would anfwer the 
end ed, and afcertain the rights of election for 
the future. The bill was immediately brought in, 
and read a firft time, and ordered to be printed ; 
and, after going through the ufual forms in both 
boufes, received the royal affent. 

The trade carried on by this country, and other 
European nations, upon the coaft of Africa, for the 
ag ag of purchafing negro flaves, to be employed 
an cultivation of the Weft India ifland., and 

rts of the continent of America, does not feem till 

y to have been confidered with that gencral 
attention, which a pre@ice fo abhorrent in its na- 
ture to the mild principles of modern policy and 
manners might have been expe&ed to excite. The 
firft public attempt that was made to put a ftop to 
this traffic, was fuid tobe by the quakers of the 
fouthesn. provinces of America, who foon after the 
efiablihment of their indcpendence, not only pre- 
fented for this purpofe, a ftrong and pathetic ad- 
drefs to their feveral legiftative afflemblies, but ac- 
tually proceeded, in many inftances, to emancipate 
the flaves that were in their poffeffion. In Great 
Britain, the fame fe&t appears alfo to have taken the 
lead, end, after the example of their American bre- 
, prefented laft year a fimilar petition to the 
‘sent of this kingdom. The caufé foon after 

extremely . A fociety was formed, 
and a confiderable fum fubfqriked, for the purpofe 
of colleGing information, aad epee ex- 
peace of an sami to parliament. plicty 


tad 
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agreed upon between him and the French king; and were ‘poblithed 


' the fubje& ; fevetat'eintnent 
divines recommended it from pripit and in print. 
ed difcourfes, and in the prefent feffion, petitions 
were ted from the two univerfities, . 

In the mean time, his majefty’s-minifiers thought 
it their duty to inftitute an enquiry,. before a com. . 
mittee of the privy council, into the fa&s and alle- 
gations contained in the tation ofboth parties 
upon the fubjéft; and Mr. Wilberforce, to whom 
the condu& of that bufinefs of the houle of com- 
mons had been, by a fort of ral confent, affign- 
ed, having been prevented, by illnefs, from bring. 
ing it before the houfe, Mr. Pitt rofe in his place; on: 
the ninth of May, and, after mentioning this cir- 
cumftance, moved the following refolution, “* That 
this houfe will, early in the next feffion of parlia- 
ment, proceed to take into confideration the-circum- 
ftances of the flave trade, complained of in the pe- 
titions prefented to the houfe, and what may be fit to 
be done ripttaa ata : 

Some difficulty attending the introdu@ion of this 
bufinefs before the houfe, fir William Dolben moved, 
on the twenty-firft of May, for leave to bring in a 
bill to regulate the pranfj ion of the natives of 
Africa, to the Britifh colonies in the Weft Indies, 
The regulations of the bill, he faid, would regard 
the numbesvf Afficans Neg on board each fhip, Ji- 
miting tliat number to the tonnage of the vette, to 
prevent their being crowded too clofe together; fe- 
curing to them good and fufficient provifions, and‘ 
other matters equally conducive to their health and 
their accommodation. He declared he fhould not: 
have ay she of bringing in a bill at that late period 
of the feffion, were he not convinced of the extftence 
of the grievance to a confiderable extent, and, that, 
by applying an immediate remedy, fome thoufands 
of the unhappy perfons’ lives might be faved before 
the nest feflion of | sclera 

On the twenty-fxth of May, the merchants and 
other inhabitants of the town and port of Liverpool, 
prefented a petition, flating, that the fuppreffion of 
the flave trade would be attended with confequences 
little fhort of rain to many of the petitioners, who, 
nnder parliamentary faith, had embarked im the 
trade, and invefted their whole property therein; it 
would be highly injurious to the intereft and public 
revenues of this country ; and operate as an ual 
bar to future commercial emulation and enterprize ; 
and therefore praying, that they might he heard, by 
their counfel, againft the abolition or reftriétion of 
this trade, before any refolution, or a bill, be patled 
by the houfe. On the fecond of June, the houfe 

ing {n a committee upon the regulating hill, the 
countel for the, petitioners ap at the ber.” The 
bill, however, having gone’ through the houle of 
commons, was carried up to the where it alfo 

» alter having received f ; 
fuppalad to trench.oa the pri- 
ee sf 3 Vileges, 
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vifeges of thé lower hot, ‘a new dill was brought 
i which paffed both houfes,; sind received the royal 


nt, - * 
While the légiffature was thug laudably expioyed 
in alleviating the miferies of this unfortunate defcrip- 
tion of their fellow-creatnres, they were not inat- 
tentive to the fituetion of another clafs of fufferers. 
On the eighth off June,' the chancellor of the ex- 
er drew the attention ‘of the houfe to the coin- 
pentation which was intended ‘to be made to the 
American Loyalifts, for the léffes faftamed by them 
in confequence of. their adherence to the mother 
country, during the late American war. He-thonght 
they could not call upon the houfe to make compen- 
fation for their loffes as a matter of ftrié& juftice > but 
they, moft certainly, had ftrong claims on their ge- 
nerolity and compaffion. After this introduétion, 
Mr. Pitt ftated the different defcriptions of loyalifts, 
who had preferred their claims before the commif- 
fioners appointed to: inquire into, American claims, 
and divided them into four . In the firft, he 
ranked all thofe who had refided # America at the 
commencement‘of the war, and who, in purfuance 
of their principles of loyalty ahd adherence to this 
eountry, were obliged to abandeg their eftates and 
other property in-Amarisay-which, as a natural con- 
fequence, were feized and con the Ame- 
ricans. The fecond clafs of claimants included thofe 
who, though refident in England during the var, 
bad exhibited claims on the {core of the lofs of pro- 
v in America. The other clafs of claimants, 
were thofe loyalifts who, having either enjoyed 
places, or exercifed profeffions, in America, fad, 
by being driven away in confequence of their loyalty 
to this country, loft their incomes. With refpe& to 
the Weft Florida claimants, he fhould piopofe to pay 
them the full amount of their claims, as they ftood 
ma very different predicament from the Amcrican 
claimants, having, mm confequence of a peace, which 
ceded Florida to another power, and which that 
houfe had agreed to, been obliged to abandon their 
habitations and property in Weft Florida. Having 
thus explained the feveral points, and ftated that 
the whdld amount of claims was upwards of two 
millions, exclufive of the four or five hundred thou- 
fand pounds which had been already advanced at dif- 
ferent periods, he faid he fhould move a general re- 
folution for the amount of that fum to be ifued in 


* A bill was now brought into the houfe of commons, 
for granting to the earl of Newburgh, grandfon of the 
fete Charles Radcliffe, and the heirs male of his ‘body, a 
rent charge of two thoufand five hundred pounds, out of 
the efiates forfeited oy te ar] of Derwentwater, and 
foitled upon Greenwich hofpital. The peculiar hardfmp 
of jord’s Newhurgh’s cafe, whofe father was an infant 
when his family were engaged in the rebellion of 1713, 
had often induced parliament, from time to time, during 
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debentares; bearing three and a half per-ceni. ‘in- 


‘tereff, which would, he fuppofed, be nearly equal 


to Yeady-money pavment ; and he had, on a former 
occafion, intimated his idea of propofing, with the 
approbation of the committee, that the whole fam 
fhould be paid off by infialment, by means of a Iot- 
tery. That, however, was referved for further dif- 
cuffion ; it was fufficient for the prefent to move, 
‘¢ That one million two hundred and twenty-eight 
thoufand two hundred and thirty-nine pounds fhould 
be voted for the feveral American claimants for loffes, 
&c. and’.one hundred and thirtegn thoufand nine 
hundred and fifty-two pounds fourteen fillings and 
three farthings to the Morida claimants.” Thefe 
propofitions, with few ex¢eptions, met with the ge- - 
neral approbation of the houfe *. 

On the thirty-firft of January, departed this life at 
Rome, prince Charles Edward Lewis Cafimir Stuart. 
Since i. death of his father in 1765, he affumed 
the title of king of England. He was generally 
known on the continent by the appellation of the 
Chevalier de St. George, and in England by that of 
the Young Pretender. He was fixty-feven years 
and two months old on the day of his deceafe. He 
was the fon of James Francis, prince of Wales, fon 
of James the Second. His mother was the princefa 
Maria Clementina Sobiefki, grand-daughter of the 
celebrated John Sobiefki, king of Poland. She had 
an immenfe fortune ; a’great parteof which was con- 
fumed in the fruitlefs attempt made by her fon, in 
1745, to place his father on the throne of England. 
She had two fons; Charles, who lately died, and 
Henry Benedi&, who by his father was created duke 
of York, and who having been promoted to the 
purple, has been generally known by the name of 
Cardinal York. The elder fon married fome years 
ago, a princefs of Stolberg, in Germany; but by 
her he left no iffue. He has left, however, a na. 
tural daughter, whom, by his pretended royal power, 
hie created duchefs of Albany, and to whtom he be- 
queathed confiderable preperty : to his brother, ‘the 
cardinal, he left his empty preteafions to the crown 
of England. The remains of Charles were repofited 
in Frefcati. ; 

A fingular circular letter, concerning the Englith 
nation, was now tranfinitted by order of the emperor 
of Morocco, to alt the Euopean confuls refident 
within his dominions ¢, 

A treaty 


the late and the prefent reign, to grant certain fums of 
money for his relief. In the a& pafled for reftoring the 
forfeited eflates, that of the Derwentwater family was 
not meluded, but an mtention was then declared of 
making a {pecial provifion for the cafe. Some difficul- 
ties occurred with r tethe diminution in the hof- 

pital fund, but at laft ite bill patted as originally ftated 
t The whole of this curious epiftle 1s nothing more 
than ah.onqualified afleetion, that the Englith uetgie in 
telling 
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A treaty of defeafive. alliance betwaen the king 
of Great Britain and their high mightinedles tho 
States General of: the'Uaited Provinces, was ‘figned 
at ‘fhe Hague, on the. fiftoenth of April*, .A de- 
fenfive treaty between his Britannic majefty.and the 
hing of Prufia, awas alfo figned at Berlin, on the 
thirteenth of Auguft seictins 

This year was diftigguifhed by « calamity which 
feemed to threaten the nation with confequences of 
a very direful nature. The health of the fovereign 
hal faffered 2 gradual decline, a circumftance which 
could not be afcribed to the freedom of indulgence 
anid the foftnefs of luxury; but, rather .on the con- 
trary, to the obfervance of tcp fevere a regimen, 
too laborious exercife, too rigid abftemioufnels, and 

“too circumfcribed intervals .of reftt. From fome 
iar (yamptoms, the king was induced to vifit 
the medival waters at Cheltenham, and accordingly 
travelled into that part of the kingdom immediately 
after the prorogation of parliament, where he drank 
liberally of the mineral fprings, without exhibiting 
eny {ymptoms of mental dera t, and did not 
_return to the metropolis till the eighteenth of Augutt. 
No benefit, anfwerable-to the expeétations that had 
been formed, refulted from this excurfion. His 
bealth sras in.a precarious ftatc, and, on the twenty- 
feaond of O@ober, fymptoms were obferved by one 
of the roval phyficians, of that alicnation of mind 
which afterwards, occafioned fo many important 
tranfaétions. For fome time, it was thought proper 
to obferve.as much fevrecy as poffible refpetting the 
nature of the king’s indifpofition. The retreat of 
the fovcreign to Windfor was favourable to this pur- 
fe, and fei feveral days an opinion was entertained 
is the people in general, that his indifpofition was 
a fever, and that it had arifen to fo alarming a height 
as to threaten a {peedy diffolution. The real nature 
af.the cafe, however, could not long be fuppreffed. 
Public prayers were offered up to the throne of grace 
for his recovery, and the private wilbes of his loyal 
fubje&s accompanied them. By the ftru@ure and 
prattce of the Englifh conftitution, almoft 
{pecics of public bufinels is in fome degree imphi- 
cated with the royal prerogatives. The adminiftra- 
tian of political government, in particular, was by 
this event virtually fufpended trom it fanétions; 
aud notwithftanding the critical fituation of f urope, 
it was now ‘caaed impraGicable to return any an- 
fuerto the difpatches of foreign courts, or of our own 
ambafiadors. In tlus fituation, the moft natural ex- 


telling lies. We thall, however, feleé the following 
artic from thas curious Imperial letter. “ According 
* to our reliyi n, a lie is the moft ahominable of all vices. 
© We never could dive nto their charafter, becsufe they 
# have no other than that of telling lies.”-—~More, we 
-think, will not be expected from us. 
# A, D. 1788. 


8 
$¢ Many indeed were of opinion that the king’s tem | 
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jent was to. fuller the two rdf parliamentt 
rein tear frp phoma ‘of Novem 


ber, ‘to meet at that time, and either adjourn for a 
thort interval, or immediately proceed to difeut’ the 
meafures it would be proper to adopt at the prefent 
crifis, Circular letters were accordingly addrefied 
to the ntembers of the legiflature on the fourteenth, 
fignifying to them, that the indifpafition of the fo. 
vereign rendered it doubtful wh there would be 
a poilibility of receiving hig commands for the far. 
ther prorogation of parliament. In that cafe the 
two houfes muft of neceffity affemble, and the at. 
tendance ef the different members was earneftly 
requefied. In confequence of which, they haf. 
rig to Wefiminfter from all parts of the king. 
ont, 

At the meeting of parliament, the lord chancel 
obferved in sha bo e of lords, that the peng 
their being thus unafually called togethcr, without 
the ordinary notice for the difpatch of bufinefs, arofe 
from the feverity )f the king’s indifpofition, which 
had rendered it epee for him to approach the 
royal perfon, in order to reecive his commands. Lord 
Camden remarked, that the cuftomary practice of 
giving forty days nétice previoufly to the meeting of 
parliament, was not in his opizion abfalutcly necef. 
fary. T jag AN Expreks at of parliament, that 
limited #@ notice in cafe of treafon or rebellion to 
fourteen days; he therefore recommended an ad- 
journment for that term, and at the fame time moved, 
that the chancellor, by order of the houfe, fhould 
addiefs an official letter to every individual peer, 
Mr. Pitt obferved to the houfe of commons, that 
every authority had been confulted refpe&ing the 
prefent fingular fituation of affairs; but they did 
not point out either the poffibility of direG&ting a new 
Pp tion, or enable minifters to open the feflion 
of parliament in any regular way. He terefore, 
recommended the interval of a fortnigut, when, if 
the king’s illnefs fhould unhappily continue, t would 
be indifpenfably incumbent upon them to enter upon 
the immediate confideration of the ftate of mille 
affairs. Mr, Pitt farther moved a call of the houfe 
for the fourth of December, and that the fpeaker be 
dire&ed to fend circular letters requiring the attend- 
ance of every member on that day. 

The minifters, by this expedient, removed the 
difficulties which at firft prefented themfelvcs, re. 
{peGting the legal affembling of the two houfes of 
parliament; but the queftions that remained were 


lofs of intellefual capacity, was the confequen 
Pr his general mode of living which was fu ‘gh s 
be too abRemiows, though he habituated himfolf to ex~ 
ercife. His indifpoGtian,“however, continued feveral 
months, amidft = a oe . his anedical attend- 
ants; among whom Dr. Willis is fuppofed to have had 
the mot perfeG knowledge of bis cafe. 
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more effential in themfelves, and had 4 greater ten- 
dency to intereft the paffions of mankind. The uni- 
form tenor of all precedents afforded by the Hiftory 
of England, were in favour of a proteétorate or re- 

ency, under which the whole or a part of the po- 
itical power fhould be confided to the next heir to 
the crown, or to the adult of the royal family moft 
nearly allied to the king *. Three modes of pro- 
ceeding that might be adopted in the prefent in- 
flance, and three forms of exccutive government 
that might be employed for the prefent temporary 
purpole, appeared evident to the mindtry. Purlia- 
ment therefore might either he celled upoa to nomi- 
nate a council of regency, or they might conftitute 
the prince of Wales regent, at the fime time de- 
claring that none of his proceedings fhould he valid 
unlefs approved of by a council fo appointed: or 
they might conftitute the prince fole regent, but 
under fuch limitations and reftri@tipns, as fhould be 
calculated to fuperfede as much oflible ali im- 
portant changes, and to refirain hua from the adon- 
tion of any decifive mesfures. ‘Tlicfe three p‘o'ects 
are fuppofed to have pafied fucefively under the 
contemplation of minifters. ‘Thatwo fir wore re- 
jeeted as mntongble, tice obrions ob,eGion 
againft the laft, was, that the pemcypmant of Eng- 
land was a limited monarchy. ~ 2 

We cannot avoid remarking, upon this occafi 3, 
_ the etfe& of reputation and popularity. Mr. Pitt 
and his colleagues in office,-were in full poffeffion 
of the public favour. Upon Mr. Fox and his affo- 
ciates remained a part of that odium, which the coa- 
lition and the India bill had originally excited. The 
prince of Wales himfelf was ftill lefs wnpopular. 
Duiipation and irregularity of condu& appear lefs 
venial in the eftimate of the mafs of mankind, than 
almoft any qualities that can be named. A rumour 
had been propagated of his having married a lad 
of the Roman catholic religion, and, though this 
rumour had been folemnly contradi&ed, it feemed 
to be very generally credited. Perhaps few perfons 
were ferioufly apprchenfive of an endeavour to dbo- 
lith the eftablithed Proteftant religion; but thefe 
confiderations might probably have a confiderable 
operation at fo critical a time. 

On the re-affembling of parliament on the fourth of 
December, a report of the board of privy council, 
containing an examination of the royal phyficians, 
was pee to the two houfes by lord Camden and 
Mr. Pitt. In the mean time, doubts were fuggetied 


by Mr. Vyner, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Burke, whether 


* It may be neceffary to obferve, that foon after the 
re seed of the king had been afcertained, the prince 
of Wales difpatched an exprefs to Mr. Fox, who was 
then in Italy, requefting his immediate prefence to affitt 
him in forming an adminiftration, Mr. Fox arrived in 
Lendon of the twenty-fourth of November, and the ra- 
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arliament could, confiftently with its privileges and 
its momentous fituation, d:fpenfe with that fort of - 
evidence upon which they were accuftomed to p-o- 
eced, Upon thefe fuggeitions, adminiftration changed 
its original defign, and it was refulved on the eighth, 
that each houfe fhould appoint a committee of its 
own mrembers to examine antl feport the fentiments 
of the royal phyficians. In purfuance of the ufual 
mode of procedure in the two houfes, the committee 
of the houfe of commons was named on the fame 
day, and 'the committce of the boule of lords on 
the day following. The number fele&ed in each 
houfe was twenty-one, The report of the com- 
mittze was laid upon the table of the lionfe of com- 
mons, on the tenth, when a farther propofition was 
moved by Mr, Pitt, for the appointment of a com- 
mitiec to examine and report precedents of cafes, in 
which the perfonal exercife of the royal authority 
ha.l hoen prevented or interrupted by infancy, fick. 
nefs, infirmity, or any other caufe. Mr. Fox em- 
braced this opportunity of irmeing forward an opi- 
non that was of confiderable confequence to the 
caufe of the prince of Wales, and which, if ad- 
mitted, would inftantly put an end to thofe precau- 
tions and limitatioxas upon the regency, which it was 
in the contemplation of minifters to fuggeft. By 
that report, they had afcertained that the king was at 
prefent el bere of the executive government ; 
apd it was the firm opinion of Mr. Fox, that the 
prince of Wales had as clear and exprefs a right to 
exercife the powers of fovereignty, during the conti- 
nuince of the prefent incapacity, as if his father — 
were adtually dead. He did not, however, mean 
that the prince of Wales could enter upon this ex- 
ercife at hi own pleafure, or was entitled to judge 
of the circumftances that caufed it to be requifite. 
His right was perfec and entire, but the ero Waules 
of parliament, as the organs of the nation, were 
alone qualified to pronounce when he ought to take 
poffeflion of his right. He commended the prince 
of Wales for not bringing forward his claim himfelf, 
and choofing rather with patient deference to wait 
the decifion of the parliament ; adding, that his for- 
bearance was to be imputed to his having been bred 
in the principles which had placed his family on the 
throne, and to his known veneration for thofe prin- 
ciples as the fundamentals of our conftitution. Mr, ° 
Fox obferved with refpe& to precedents, that there 
were none that applied to the prefent inflance, and 
that he could therefore conceive no adequate reafon 
for the propofed delay. The motion for a com- 


pidity with which he travelled, had been fuch as to oc- 
cafion an indifpofition, which for feveral weeks had an 
alarming appearance. Lord Thurlow affented to become 
a member of the propofed adminiftration, and the prin- 
cipal officers of ftate were faid to have been arranged, 
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mittee of precedents being at length put, was carried 


without a divifion. A motion for a fimilar committee 
was offered in the houfe of lords on the day follow- 
ing by lord Camden: and in the courfe of the de- 
bate, lord Stormont adduced an argumeut from the 
af of upion concerning the elefion of a regent, 
and concluded with r:commending an addrefs to the 
prince of Wales, intreating him to affume tlc ex- 
ercife of the royal authority. 

The houfe of commons was to refolve itfelf into a 
committee on the flate of the nation on the fxteenth - 
and on the preceding day an ultimate attempt was 
made by lord Fitzwilliam and others in the houfe of 
Jords, to deprecate the difcuflion of this delicate 
topic. The duke of Lork, in particular, expreffed 
his wifhes that the queftion might be waved. The 
duke of Gloucefter confirmed the declaration of the 
duke of York. Lord Thurlow tpoke with great 
energy of his fentiments of afe&ion towards the 
king, emphatically exclaiming, ‘ If I forget my 
« king, may God forget me!” This circumftance, 
however, was obliquely ceniured by another peer, 
a- having only a perfonal and intcrelted tendency. 
The two leading refolutions propofed by Mr. Pitt, 
in the committee upon the ftate of the nation, were 
entirely of a declaratory nature, the firlt affirming 
that the petfonal exercife of the royal authority was 
interrupted, aud the fecond, that it was the duty of 
the two houies of parliament to provide the means 
of fupplying that defua. At length, after vehement 
debutes, the houfe divided, when the numbers ap- 
peared, aves two hundred and fixty-cight, and noes 
two hundred and four. The third refolution, which 
was intended by Mr. Pitt to complete the prefent 
paces was fiated to the houfe on the fame day, 

ut was not reguarly debated till the twenty-fecond. 
Its tenor was tu declare that it was not neceflary, 
for the purpofe of fupplving the prefent defeat, that 
the two hou'es thould determine on the means by 
which the roval affent might be giver to the bill, 
whieh they might adopt fas conftituting a regency. 
The objet of this propofition was futhcieutly ob- 
vious, Adimin.firation bad determined not to coufide 
the reyency to the prince of Wales but with certain 
limit.tions and iettriciions; and they conceived it 
incumbent upon them to fix thofe refiriétions in the 
prefent maimed and defedtive tate of the legiflature. 


* In this fiage of the bufinef:, an incident occurevd, 
that wa: calculated to render the fingular fituation of the 
twy houfes ot parliament more palpebl- and confpicuous. 
Mr, Cernxail, {peaker ot the houfe of commons, died alter 
a few da.6 indifp. fit.oa, on tLe fucond of January, 1789, 
Thas was. a cale within the ufual {phere of the royal pre- 
togatipe, K being requifte te proceed to the immediate 

wiioo. of a new {peaker, and the peifon eleGted not 
beisg amcudomed to take upon himfelf the datics of his 
ofiice, tithis appointment had received the approbation 
the king, Tis fosm it was necellary to difpenfe with 


lately diftinguithed himfelf by the propofed i 
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All parties were agreed, that the prince of Wales: 
the proper perfen to be nominated fale regent, and 
that, if parliament poffefied a dilcretion, it would 
be nuwife for them to exereije it for any other than 
this individyal purpofe. After fome debates, when 
the refolution pailed for the fecond time under the 
revifion of the houfe, an amendment upon the fe. 
cond of them was inoved by Mr. Dempiter, declar- 
ing, that it was the duty of the two honfes to pro- 
vide the means of fupplying the prefent defcé&, by 


‘prefenting an addrefs to the prmce of Wales, heir 


apparcnt, and of full ave, requefting him to take 
upon himfelf the adminiltration of the civil and mi- 
litary government during the royal incapacity. The 
houte divided upon this amendment, ayes one hun. 
dred and feventy-cight, noes two hundred and fifty- 
one. The refolutions which had thus becn paffed 
were communicated to the houfe of lords on the fol- 
lowing day, and, were takea into contideration on 
the twenty-fixth. 

Lord Rawdon¢made a fimilar motion to that of 
Mr. Dempfter in the other houfe, and this amend- 
ment was fupported by lord vifcount Stormont and 
lord Loughborough When the houfe divided upon 
the ameudment of lord Rawdgp, jhe contents were 
Gixty- fix, pat.conta mnety-nine. <A proteft was 
entered, &fgned by the duke of York, the duke of 
Cumberland, and forty-fix other peers *. 

Mr. Pitt had fixed upon the fixth of January as 
the dav for cxplaining to the houle of commons the 
reftriétions, which he fhould propofe as neceffary to 
accompany the declaration of a regent. This topic 
was however ‘procraftinated, in confequence of the 
motion of Mr. Loveden for the appointment of a 
freth committee to enquire into the fiate of the 
health of the king; as the roval inddpolition was 
at this time an object of confidzrable curiofity, and 
that of confequeace various and contradictory ra. 
mours would be propagated upon the fubjectt. The 
degree of uncertainty was incrvafed by the oppofi- 
tion and rivalihip that hed broken out between 
doctor Richard Warren, one of the princtpal phy- 
ficians in ordinary to the king, and dogtor Francis 
Willis, whole original profethon had been that of 
clergyman, but had very frequentiy and fuccefs- 
fully attended perfons afflicted with the royal ow. 
lady. arren was particularly cautious of 


in the prefont inftance, and ow the fifth of January it was 
moved by lord Eufion and Mr. Pulteney, that Mr. Gren- 
ville, brother to the marquis of Buckingham, be chofen. 
to fupply the prefent vacancy. By Mr. Welbore Ellis, 
and Ne Frederic Montagu, in the name of the other 
party in the honfe of commons, it was moved, that the: 
focalite to be eleGed thould be Gir Gilbert Elliot, who 
‘hmnent} 
of fir Elijah Impey. Upon this queftion the houfe di- 
vided, for Mr. Grenville two hundred and G&esn, for fr 
Gilbert Ellipt one hundred and forty-four. 
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€elivering any ics Hpon the fubjeft, not 
Bhcatine ts Batter public with any delutory ex- 
peceione: while doftor Willis conceived from the 

rit the moft fanguine hopes of his patient’s reco. 
very, and declared his opinions with a confidence 
which was ultimately juftified by the event. Doétor 
Willis, therefore, became exceedingly acceptable 
to the queen ; and do&tor Warren, by her majefty’s 
interference, was in one inflance prevailed on to 
fiyn a report of the fovereign’s health fomewhat 
more favourable than he thought in ftri@hefs it 
ought to have been. Atlength, Mr. Sheridan moved 
an amendment upon the propofition for a committee 
of enquiry, authorifing the members not merely to 
receive the evidence of the royal phyficians, but to 
enquire generally into the ftate of the king’s malady, 
and the probability of his fpeedy recovery, and to 
fend for fuch perfons and papers as might conduce 
to their information. The houfe divided upon the 
amendment, aycs one hundred ang forty-one, noes 
two hundred and twenty-one. ‘Ie report of the 
committee which was thus inftituted, inftead of bein 
prepared, as was prediéted, na few houts, occupie 
a period of feven days. The report was volumi- 
nous, and the pbyGci derwent the moft ac- 
curate and fevere examination. “But,thoueh a con- 
fiderable degree of intelligence was thus‘obtained 
refpeGting the preciie nature and fymptoms of the 
royal indifpofition, and the treatment the king had 
received, there did not appear, upon the face of the 
report, any fatisfactory materials, out of which to 
have formed a judgment refpe&ting the duration of 
his malady. 

The miuifter’s proje& refpe&ing the form of go- 
vernment to be inftituted, was fuch, as fecmed to 
render it neceflary for them to confider the prince 
of Wales in no other light in the commencement of 
the bufinefs, than a privy counfellor and a prince of 
the blood; and fach had been the principle upon 
which they aéted, till their propofitions refpeGing 
the decifion of the queftion of nght, had been ulti. 
mately adopted by the two houfes of parliament. 
The next meafure it became them to take, was the 
proceeding by bill, or by refulutions to be made the 
ground-work of a bill, to provide tor the adminittration 
of the executive government during the period of 
the royal incapatity. In this fituation they con- 
ceived themfelves at liberty, and of confequence 
rezarded it as an aé& of deference and refpe&t, to 
cotmmunicate to the prince of Wales the pronofitions 
they intended to offer to parliament upon this in- 
terefting fubje&. A letter was addrefled to him by 
Mr. Pitt on the thirtieth of Becember, informin; 
him that it was the optic n-o7 the ‘king’s confidentia 
fervants, that he fhonld be empowered to exercife 
the royal authority during the ilinefs and in the name 
of hits father; providing ..éverthelefs, that the care 
of the ‘king's perfon, and the difpofition of his houfe- 

¥ A.D. 1789, 


423 


hold fhould be committed to the queen; and that 
the power to be exercifed by the prince fhould not 
extend to the perfonal property of his father ; to 
the granting any office, reverfion, or penfion, except 
where the Jaw abfolutely requircd it, as in the cafe 
of the judges, for any other term than during the 
king’sspleafure ; nor to the conferring any peerage, 
unlefs upon fach perfons of the royal iffue as fhould 
have attained the age of twentyxone years. Mr. Pitt 
added, that the idcas he had fuggefied, were founded 
upon the Mppofition that the royal malady was only 
temporary, and might be of fhort duration. It 
would be difficult to fix the lage period of which 
thefe provifions ought to endure, but it would be 
open hereafter to the wifdom of parliament to con- 
fider them, whenever circumftances might appear to 
render it eligible. 

The anfwer of the prince of Wales is dated on 
the fecornd of January *, and expreffes with con- 
fiderable force the fentiments which he might have 
been expetted to feel upon fuch an occafion. Re- 
{pe&ing the fteps already taken he was filent; but 
it was with deep regret that the prince perceived, in 
the propofitions of adminiftration, a proje& for in- 
trodncing weaknefs, diforder, and inivcurity into 
every branch of political bufinefs; a projeé for di- 
viding the royal family from each other, for fepa- 
tating the court from the ftate, and depriving go- 
vernment of its natural and accuftomed fupport ; a 
{cheme for difconne&ting the authority to command 
fervice from the power of animating it by reward, 
and for allotting to him all the invidious duties of 
the king by ftation, without the means of foftening 
them to the public by any one aé& of grace, favour, 
or benignity. 

On the fixteenth of January, Mr. Pitt opened 
kis propofitions to the houfe of commons. He de- 
clared, that the report which had juft been prepared 
abundantly confirmed the fentiments he bad before 
entertained upon the fubject. He fad, that the 
king’s recovery was mofe probable thaa the con- 
trary, and that the greateft lengt to which the ma. 
lady was ordinarily known to extend, was a year 
and a half or two years, the fhorteft thrce months, 
and the average five or fix. Such was the decifive 
opinion of Dr. Willis, who of all the king’s phyfi- 
clans was moft entitled to credit. Mr. Pitt adverted 
to the regency bills ef queen Anne, of king George 
the Firft, sn king George the Second, where the 
circumftanee in contemplation being a minority, the 
profpeét of a more certain and longer delegation of 
power was afforded than ei he expeéted in the 
prefent inftance. In each of thefe cafes, the powers 
of the crown had been lodged not in one fingte hand, 
but ina great variety of perfons. He had himfelf 
confiderable doubts whether thefe bills were well 
adapted to the circumftances of the times in which 
they had paffed, and was firmly of opinion that the 
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political power fhould be entrafted by parliament 
to one individual. But as the del authori 

had in former irftances been reltriGeal | by the mode 
in which it was diftributed, fo he deemed it more 
efpecially right in the prefent, that he fhould have 
ccrtain limitations, He reafoned particularly upon 
the limitation refpe@ing the pecrage, and obferved, 
that it could fearcely be maintained, that the want 
of fuch an incentive for a few months, was likely to 
deprive the country of the fervice of its meritorious 
citizens. Mr, Grenville difcuffed the fy at con- 
fiderable length. Lord North havin en up the 
argument upon this occafion, aes upon minifters 
what they had employed in a former debate. The 
meafure which palament was now called upon to 
adopt, contradicted that wife maxim of our confti- 
tution, that the king could never die. The king, it 
Was true, in his individual and natural capacity, fuf- 
fered a demife, but the political capacity of the 
crown was whole and entire, and the reafon of this 
maxim was obvioufly to guard againft and prevent 
an interregnum of imperial power. Mr. Pitt's pro- 
ject confitted of five propofitions. To the firft of 
thefe, vefting the prince of Wales with the royal 
authority, fubjeé& to fuch limitations as the parlia- 
ment fhould provide, an amendment was moved by 
Mr. Powys; the obie& of which was to confer the 


exercife of the roval authority, unaccompanied by 


any iimitations. This amendment was rejeGed with 
the ufual majority. Upon the fecond refolution, 
relative to the creation of peers, the boufe divided, 
aves two hundred and fixteen, noes one hundred 
and fifty-nine. The refolutions that refpe&ted the 
nting offices for life, and the refervation of the 
ing’s real and perfonal property, were then carried 
withoue a: dicihori: Tiw cpanderalion of the Gfth 
refolution, rc{pcecting the guardianthip of the royal 
perfon, was adj urned to the nineteenth, and was 
attended w.th fome degree of debate; when an 
amendn.ent way moved by Mr. Bouverie, to fe- 
parate that part of the M@folution which related to 
the houfchold ; and his motion was reje&ted upon a 
divifion, aves one hundred and fixty-five, noes two 
hundred and twenty-nine. 

The refolutions on the fubjeét of the regency hav- 
ing undergone fo eonfiderable a degree of difcuffion, 
the bill which was brought in to carry them into 
effe@, was attended with no remarkalle debate, 
till the feventh of the month, when the claufes came 
to be feparatcly difcuffed. In the courfe of the 
debate, Mr. Pitt brought up certain claufes, en- 
abling parliament in its prefent feflion to grant a 

fion of permanent office to any perfor filling the 
fituation of lord chancellor, or to auy perfon refign- 
ing the fituation of one of the twelve judges. Mr. 
Pulteney did not think proper to offer his claufe for 
limiting the duration of the regency, but prefouted 
an.agendment which was accepted, limiting the du- 
sation of the peerage refiriGion tothree years. The 
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bill pafled the houfe of commons on the twelfth of 
February, and was carried up to the houfe of lords on 
the following day. The particular clawfes of which 
bill came under the confideration of the houfe of 
lords, on the {eventecrith and eighteenth of I'c- 
bruary, and a few amendments were introduced in 
this flage of the bufine’s. « The power of the regent 
was limited in refpett to the pecrages to be con- 
ferred upon the members of the royal family, tofuch 
of them as fhould be refident in Great Britain, and 
a claufe was introduced for vefting in the queen the 
guardianthip of fuch of the royal children as had 
not attained theage of twenty years. 
Such was the progrefs which had heen made in this 
interefting and extraordinary tranfaction, when its 
further proceedings were fuddenly fufpended by the 
fymptoms which now manifefied themfelves of the 
king’s recovery. On the twelfth of February, he 
was declared by his phvficians to be in a ftate of 
progreflive amenjIment; aud on the feventeenth, in 
order to exprefs{ftill more flrongly the favourable 
fymptoms which \Jaily appeared, they declared his 
majefty to be in a Hate of convalefeence. Accord- 
ingly the lord chancellor, on the third day of the m- 
tended committe of the oul of-Jords upon the re- 
gency bill, mayede“adjournment of all farther pro- 
ceedi pon the fubje&. On the twenty-fifth, the 
kipg was declared by his phyficians free from com- 
laint, and on the twenty-leventh, the reports of 
is health, which had been daily iffued, were dif 
continued by the royal command. The two houfes 
of parliament continued to fit by various adjourn- 
ments, till the tenth of March, when the lord chan- 
cellor, commiflioned by the fovercign, ad«reficd 
them in a fpeech, and the ordinary bufinefs of the 
feflion regularly commenced. Addreffes of congra- 
tulation sti a illuminations ri Com nea 
the joy of the people in ev of the kingdom ; 
ails general Siakseiingy bes feleunioes on the 
feftival of St. George; the lords and commons at- 
tending their fovereign and his family, on this cxtra- 
ordinary occafion, to the cathedral of Saint Paul. 
The guns in the ‘Tower and in the Park were fired 
three times; firft, upon the king’s fetting out; fe- 
condly, at the finging of Te Deum; and thirdly, 
upon his majefty’s return: after which, the brigade 
foot guards fired a feu-de-joie in St. James's 
Hie being drawn up in the front of the qucen’s pa- 


ce. . 

Jn the fpeech delivered by the chancellor, in the 
name of his majefty, to the two houfes of parliament, 
the king conveyed to them his warmelt acknow- 
ledgments for the additional proofs they had given 
of their attachment to his perfon, their concern for 
the honour and interefts of his crown, and the fe. 
curity and good government of his dominions. He 
communicated to them the treaty of alliance which 
he had concluded with aa eat ery peat 
tioned the endeavours he had employed to prevent 

as 
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as far 2s poffible the extenfion of hoftilities in the 
North, and to manifett his defire of a ie pac | 


fication. In the converfation that took place upon | 
the motion of addrefs, in return for the i h that : 
had been delivered, earl Stanhope exprefled a doubt 


as to the propriety of the prefent proceeding. He 
fad Wo hehtation i ging a full confidence to the 


*fa& of the king’s recovery, but was the prefent 


fure ftri@ly parliamentary ? The two houfes hed : 
dcauied ‘ise ie king was rendered incapable by 


illnefs of executing the duties of his office, and they : 
had juft declared their Sl in the provifions of | 
the regency bill, ran g the manner. in which it * 
was proper he fhould refume the royal authority. If 
the king could of himfelf declare his recovery, fuch 
rovifions had been fuperfluous and nugatory. Lord 
hurlow replied, that no declaration of the two- 
houfes, on account of the king’s illnefs, could take 
from him the right of governing, nor any claufe in | 
fuch a bill interrupt the refumptfon of his powers 
upon the reftoration of his health’ With refpe@ to 
himfelf, he wifhed the regency billgnd all its paflages 
to be buricd in everlafting oblivion, and he ttufted, 
that there would select = any aphengis to ie 
colle& it. It was accordingly on the fame day mov 
by lord Hawkeloarp—ah ill be rejeéted. ‘The 
two houfes accompanied their addg€ls vthe king, | 
with an addrefs of cangratulation to the queen, upon 
the fortunate termination of her late calamity. 

One of the earlieft topics of revenue that engaged 
the attention of parliament, after the king’s reitora- 
tion to health, was Mr. Fox's annnal motion for a 
repeal of the fhop-tax, Whether he was convinced 
of the inexpediency of the tax, or from gratitude 
for the extraordinary popularity he enjoyed, Mr. 
Pitt was at length induced to confent to a meafure, 
fo earnefily and nnremjttingly demantled by the per- 
fons immediately affected by the tax. 

A bill now paffed for an extenfion of the laws of 
excife, for the purpofe of preventing an evalion of 
the duties on tobacco. Though fome Of its reftric- 
tions appeared rigorous, if not unjuft, it was not 
ftrongly oppofed. 


* In the courfe of this fpeech, Mr. Wilberforce no- 
ticed the evidence ef Mr. Norris from Liverpool, which 
he obferved was delivered in a manner that fully de- 
monftrated that intercft could draw a film over the eyes 
fo thick, that total blindnefs could do no more. “ Their 
apartments,” faid the evidence, “ are fitted up as much 
for their advantage as circumftances will admit. They 
have feveral meals a ge fome of their own country fake 
vifions, with the beft fauces of African cookery, and by 
way of variety another meal of pulfe, &c. according to 
European tafte. After breakfaf, they have water to 
wath themfelves, while their-apartments are perfumed 
with frenkincenfe and lime juice. Before dinner, they 
are amufed after the manner of their country; the fong 


and the dance are promoted, and games of chance are 
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Mr, B » on the elahth of May, introdaced 
the merci A le had aoiee before fubmitted - 
to thp heade of commons, for the repeal of the cor.’ 
poration and teft a&s. The motion which had been 
made'npon this occafion, was oppofed by lord North 
apd Me, Pitt, and upon a divifion the numbers ap- 
peared, ayes one huadred and two, noes one hundred 
and twenty-two, 

Mr. Beaufoy alfo introduced a bill for the purpofe 
of inftituging a feftival for the commemoration of 
the Rovofttion. The bill had originated in the cir- 
cumftance of the preceding year, being the laft in 
completing a centary from that muportant event. 
The period had been celebrated in many parts of the 
Sncdom with great geal and felemnity, and a pro- 
je& had been formed, at the head of which were 
Mr, Fox and Mr. Sheridan, for the purpofe of ere&- 
ing a column in memory of this ilhiftrious era, which. 
was to be feated u e plains of Runnemede, the 
fcene whore the barons of old had extorted from 
king John the confirmation of M gna Charta. The 
bill was fupported by Mr. Sheridan, but met with 
more oppofition than might have been expe@ed. It 
paiied the houfe of comnions, but was rejected upon 
the firft reading in the houfe of lords, upon tke mo- 
tion of lord Thurlow, and Dr. Warren, bithop of 


sar 

The fubje& of the flave trade, which had been 
fuggefted to the confideration of parliament, in the 
preceding feflion, was not regularly refumed till the 
twelfth of May. In the interval, various petitions 
had been prefented in the laft apd prefent feffion 
from perfons principally interefted, the obje& of 
which was to and that fo fatal a meafure ws the 
abolition of the African trade might not he adopted. 
In the mean time, the report of the committee of 
privy council, of which Mr. Pitt had given notice 
in the preceding feflion, was laid upon the table of 
the houfe of commons, on the twenty-fifth of April, 
and the regular difcuffion of the bufincfs was at 
oa opened by Mr.“Wilberforce, in an elegant 
and energetic fpeech*, After the debate, the houfe 
of commons proceeded to the hearing of witneffes 


upon 


pay and fing, while the women 
1 ornaments with beads, with 
are pei fupplied.” Such was the 
ftrain, faid Mr. Wilberforce, in which the Liverpool 
delegates ri their evidence before the privy council. 
What would the houfe think, when by the concurring 
teftimony of other witneffes, the true hiftory was lad 
open? The flaves who were fometimes defcribed as re- 
joicing in their captivity, were fo wrung with mifery at 
leaving their country, that it was the conftant rabies 
to fet fail in the night, left they thould be fenfible of their 
departure. Their accommodations, it feemed, were 
convenient. The right ancle of one indeed was cone 
need with the left ancle of the other, by a fimall jron, 
fetter, and if they were a aa by another on the 
5 


wu rifts, 


furnifhed, The men 
and girls make fanci 
which the 
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upon this important fabje&; at the fame time that 
feveral attempts were made on the part of the Weft 
Tndia proprietors, to procraftinate and interrupt the 

rogrefs of the bufinefs. A motion was twice made 
ie a call of the houle, to attain a full attendance at 
the period of the. ultimate decifion, and, at length, 
on the twenty-third of June, Mr. alderman Newn- 
ham, with the confent of Mr. Wilberforce, maved 
that the farther confideration of the fubje& thould 
be deferred to the next feflion; and the quefion was 
earried without a divifion. ‘ 

The office of fpeaher of the houfe of commons 
became vacant in June, by the promotion of Mr. 
Grenville to the fituation of one of the principal 
fecretarics of ftate, on the refignation of lord Sydney. 
On this occafion it was moved by the marquis of 
Graham and Mr. Grofvenor, that Mr. Henry Ad- 
dington, the perfoual friend of Mr. Pitt, and the fon 
of Dr. Stephen Addington, phyfician to Mr. Pitt's 
family, fhould be appointed to the chair. Sir Gil- 
bert Klliot was propofed on the part of oppofition, 


and Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, in fu of this 
amendment, did not fai] to mention the youth and 
inexperience of his competitor. At the houfe 


divided, and the numbers appeared, in favour of 
Mr Addington, two handyed and fifteen, and of fir 
Gilbert Elliot, one hundred and forty-two. 

A difeuflion occurred in the houfe of commons on 
the fixth of July, relative to an application that had 
been made to minifters, by the French government, 
to permit the exportation of twenty thonufand facks 
of flour, for the rchef of the inhabitants of that 
country, in the extreme fcarcity under which they 
laboured. Mr. Pulteney having propofed a queftion 


wrifts, The pulfe whieh Mr. Norris mentioned, were 
horfe-beans. He alfo talked of frankincenfe and 
Ume-juice, while the furgeons defcribed the flaves as 
fo clofely fiowed, that there was not room to tread 
among them; and while it was proved in evidence by 
fir George Yonge, that even jg a fhip that wanted two 
hundred of her cumplement, the flench was intolerable, 
The fong and the dance, faid Mr. Norris, are promoted. 
The real truth was, that for the fake of exercife, thofe 
miferable wretches, loaded with chains, and oppretfed 
with difeafe, were forced to dauce by the terror of the 
lath, and fometimes by the actual yfe of it. “I,” faid 
one of the witnelle., “‘ was employed to dance the men, 
while another perfon danced the women.” And it 
might alfo be obferved with refpe& to fuod, that infiru- 
ments were fometinnes carried out in order to force them 
to eat, which was the fame fort of proof low much the 

enjoyed themfelves in this mftance alip. With refpedt 
to their finging, it confifled of fongs of lamentation on 
their departure, which, while they fung, they were 
always in tears, That he might not truft, however, too 
rouch te any fort of defcription, Mr. Wilberforce called 
the attention of the houfe to one fpecies of evidence, 
which was infalibic. Death was a witoels that cpuld 
net deceive them. [t would be focod upon an average 
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to the minifter, upon the fubje&, Mr. Pitt replied, 
that the application was fach, as, upon a curfory- 
view, feemed improper to be complied with; but 
that government had not vet fufficienfly digeftcd 
their enquiries upon the fubjeét, and that, when they: 
had, they would ftate the retult to the confideration 
of the houfe. Mr. Orde and Mr. Windham lamented: 
that the topic had even been mentioned in that public. 
manner. Jt might lead to very great inconvenience, 
and the price of corn might rife fo fuddenly, as ta 
roduce all the ill effetts of a fcarcity at home. 
hey wifhed government had done whatever to thens 
appeared proper, and had afterwards applied to. 
parliament for a bill of indemnity. As the fubje& 
appeared to be of fuch a nature as by no means to 
admit of fufpence, Mr. Pitt, on the following day, 
prefented the minutes of the examination taken by 
the privy council, and named a committee of fifteer 
ons to take the queftion into confideration. The- 
committee, after fetiring, came to a refolution, that 
from a comparative view of the prices of wheat and 
flour in France ail England, twenty thoufand facks. 
of flour ought not td be exported. 
On the eleventh of Auguft, the feffion of par- 
liament was contluded by a f{peech delivered 
the lord chancellor~ is’fhe hame at ‘the fovereign, in 
which it wis apeeed: that, though the good offices 


—— and his allies had not been effe&ual for- 
oring the 1 tranquillity of Europe, the king 
had the fatisfaGtion of perceiving that the farther- 
extenfion of hoftilities had been prevented, and that 
the afpe& of affairs continued to promife to this 
country the uninterrupted enjoyment of the bleflings 
of peace *. 


of all the fhips upon which evidence had been given,. 
that, exclufively of fuch as perifhed Before they failed, 

not lefs than twelve and a half per cent, died in the paf 

fage. Befides thefe, the Jamaica r ftated, that four 
and a half per cent. expired u ore before the day 
af fale, which was only a week or two from the time of 
their landing ; one third more died in the feafoning, and 

this in a climate exaétly fimilar to their own, and where, 

as fomg of the witneffes pretended, they were healthy 

audhappy. The difeafes, however, that they contracted. 
on thip-board, the aftrin and wa(hes that were em- 
ployes to hide the wounds, and make them up for fale, 
were @ principal caufe of this mortality. The negroes 
were not purchafed at firft except in perfeA health, and. 
the fum of the different cafualties takcn together, pro- 
duced a mortality of above fifty per ceat. 

* The nineteenth of November announced the com- 
pletion of the greateft obje& of internal navigation ita 
this kingdom. The Severn was united tothe Thames by 
an intermediate canal aftending by Stroud, through the- 
vale of Chalford, to the height of three hundred ead forty- 
three feet, by forty-locks; there entering a funnel through: 
the hill of Sapertra, for the length of two miles aud three 
furlongs, and defcending by twenty-two lecks, it jvined. 
the T. neas Ge 

By- 


GEORGE lm. 


- By intelligence from the Eaft, it appeared that 
ee Oe had totall sbolithed the flave trade 


in Bengal, and had tffued a proclamation declaring 
Thetall ons who may hereaftee be found either 


dire&ly or indire&ly concerned therein, fhall be pro- 
fecuted in the fapreme court ; and, if a Britith fub- 
¢&, thall, on conviGion, be difpatched to Europe. 
A reward of one hundred rupees is offered for difco- 
Vering any offender againft the proclamation, and 
fifty rupees more for wip silat who is delivered 
from flavery, or illegal confinement, in confequerice 
of fuch difcovery.” 

The parliament which had been eleéted in 1734, 
met for its laft feffion on the twenty-firft of January, 
"1790. Inthe fpeech from the throne, his majefty 
informed them, that fince the laft meeting, the con- 
tinuance of the war upon the continent and the in- 
ternal fituation of different parts of Europe, had 


produced events which had engagi his moft ferious 
attention. That he received conti .ed affurances of 
the pacific difpofition of foreign _ ‘ers towards this 
country ; and expericnced greatc _olation in refled- 
ing on the happinefs we enjoyed ‘ the increafing ad- 
vantages of peace, and the unin ted poffeffion of 


thofe invaluable blefings, which we derived from 
our excellent conftitution. ToWesds tbe conclufion, 
he mentioned the order of council which had been 
iffued with a view to the apprehended fcarcity of 
evrn, which meafure, as it exceeded the legal au- 
thority vefted in the executive power, was taken into 
the early confideration of parliament, and provided 
for by an a& of indemnity paffed for that purpofe. 
The next obje& of difcuffion which engaged the 
houle this feflion, was the augmentation of the in- 
come of the fpcaker. His falary, exclufive of fer- 
vices of plate, and other incidental advantages, 
amounted to three thoufand pounds per annum. Mr. 
Huffey oppofed this augmentation as tending to in- 
ereafe the influence of the crown ; and he particularly 
complained of that part of the motion, by which it 
was fuppofed the additional falary would be taken 
out of the finking fund, and not out of the civil lift. 
It was intended to raife the income of the fpeaker’s 
office to the annual amount of five thoufand pounds, 


* While Mr. Sheridan was fpeaking on this fubjeé, he 
held in his hand a book, which contained only ten acts of 
parliament for enforcing the collection of the revenue by 
excife; and he would venture to declare, he faid, that in 
no age or country had the blackeft defpotifm purfued mea- 
{ures more tyrannical, cruel, and opprefiive, than were to 
be found in that book. He further obferyed, that in the 
reign of Charles JI. when the fyftem began to appear, an 
excife officer could not break into a houfe, without an 
information upon oath, without a warrant from a juftice 
of peace, and the prefence of a conftable; and no houfe, 
even with ail thefe precautions, could be entered by an 
excifeman in the night. But by degrees all thefe barri- 
ers, ereGied for the protection of hberty, were beaten 
down. There were certain cafes in which the trader was 
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which fum Mr. Burke ftated as being even then in- 
fufficient ; and in this opinion the houfe fo complete- 
ly coincided, that an amendment for increafing the 
Ipecific fam to fix thoufand pounds, was carried by 
& majority of more than five to one. 

A topic which called forth an effort of ability, 
was the motion of Mr. Sheridan for a repeal of the 
a& of the preceding year, fubje&ing the manufac- 
ture of tobacco to the furvey of the excife. The ma- 
nufaGuré}e were heard by their counfel, and a con.. 
fiderable body of evidence was adduced, to prove the 
allegation which had been flated while the a& itfelf” 
was in progrefs, that the furvey of the excife was mn- 
applicable to the manufa&ture vf tobacco. Mr. She- 
ridan introduced his motion on the fixteenth of April, 
and in a train of the moft forcible evidence endea- 
voured to fet forth all the enormitics with which the 
colleGtion of the excife was attended *. Mr. Sheri- 
dau’s motion was, however, negatived; ayes one 
hundred and forty-feven, noes one hundred and 
ninety-one. The objeét of the petitioners being thus 
difpofed of, Mr. Pitt introduced, as he had promifed, 
a hill to explain and amend the exceptionable claufes 
of the bill of the preceding year. 

Onc of the financial meafures of the preceding fef- 
fion had been the introduétion of a tontine, or {cheme 
of annuity with benefit of furvivorfhip. This mea- 
fure had failed in the execution, the numbers of fub- 
{cribers being extremely few ; and Mr. Pitt accord- 
ingly found it neceffary at this time to amend his 
original propofition, by ee to the fubfcribers 
an option of exchanging the fhares of their tontine, for 
an equivalent amount of long annuity for the term of 
fixty-nine years. 

his feflion came on again the motion for the re- ~ 
peal of the Corporation and Teft a&s. The efforts 
upon the a occafion were more animated than 
thofe which had been made upon the two former ; the- 
diffenters had prevailed upon Mr. Fox to undertake 
the introduétion of the intended motion ; and. the 
clergy of the church of England, alarmed perhaps at 
the rapid downfall of the pecuniary and territoriat’ 
eminence of the Gallican church, ftrenuoufly exerted 
themfelves to keep alive and diffufe a {pirit of oppo~ 


admitted to appeal to trial by jary; but even here the, 
tradefman and the excifeman did not go into court upon 
equal (terms. If goeds were feized, the owner was 
ob iged to prove that they had paid the duty; but the of. - 
ficer was not alfo obliged to prove that they were feizable.: 
The officer could bring his aétion within three ycars, the- 
trader within three months. The latter way compelled to 
give notice in writing of the grounds on. which he ine 
tended to: proceed. He was reftrained at the time of. 
trial from entering into any frefh: evidence ; and after all, 
though the jury, on ee the conduct of the officer to be 
vexatious, malicious, oppreflive, fliould give the 
trader five thowfand pounds damages, yet if the judge 
fhould certify that there was probable ground for the feiz- 


_ wre, thefe damages might not amount to two pence. 


fition;, 


428 


fition, again, the ener thet they, imagined 
was intended upon er eechates h atyion Sy . he 
queftion was regularl in af com 
eed} page ucttion td ponred, 
v. u queiuen there ap ayes One 
hundred and five, noes two hundred and ninety-four. 
A few days after the decifion of this bitines, a 
motion was made by Mr. Flood for leave ta bring in 
a bill, on the fubje& of the equal reprefentation of the 
poople in parliament. This topic had més with a 
x niiderab e degree of attention from the te- 
wards the clofo of the American war. Affociations 
had been formed, and petitions originated, for the 
fole purpofe of obtaining an amcodment of the con- 
ftitution ; but, as the immediate caufe of the difcon- 
tent was remored,- the {pirit of reform fubfided, and 
the latt attempt that was made upon the fubje&, 
with infinitely lefs hope of fuccels than in the in- 
ftances that had » Was upon the motion of 
Mr. Pitt in 1785. The queftion had been forgotten 
by the nation at large; and mcn of extenfive pro- 
verty and hereditary wéalth conceived themi{clves to 
hava too obvious an intereft, in preferving the incqua- 
Jitv, not ansioufly to exert themfelves to ftifle fo 
dangerous a {pirit. Mr. Flood began with informing 
the houfe of commens of a ¢tuth, whieh but from a 
«confidence in their virtue, as he faid, he fhould not 
have dared to haye uttered; that they were not the 
adequate rceprefentatives of the peas That. they 
were the legal reprefentatives he freely admitted ; 
nay, he would go farther, and fay, thet they were a 
highly weet an asaavers council, hic ae which 
in any other goveroment of Europe, w a great 
uifition. “Bat, to the honour of our euoatty Wek 
Ypoken, the Brituth conftitution entitled us to fome- 
tase better. Reprefentation, Mr. Flood laid, was 


the great arcanum and wife myflery of our govern- 
an by which it excelled ah ths fates of anti-. 


nity *. Mr. Flood’s prepofition was, that one bun- 

members fhould be added to the prefent houfe 
of commons, to be ele&ed by a new and nunwrous 
body of elef&tors, the refident frecholders in every 
county. It was og all hands admitted, that every 
individual in this country paid upon an avegage fifty 
fhillmgs per annum to the revenue. The mafter or 
father of a family contributed in ion for him- 
4elf and all ts members. Who fay, thet this 
clafs of men ought to be confounded with the rabble. 
Who fhould dare to fay, that they ought to be pro- 
fcribed from franchife/ They maintained the afflu- 
wence of the rich, the dignit a Hbarel scsi Naina 
snajefty of the crown; they our fleets and 
our armies. Could we deny the righ} to pro- 


“ae i baldore ‘no aol Mr edo the dae 
Ww wW. 
Petty off the country, cottituted only a finall pat of 
rt, “What was worle, the majority of the reprefestatives, 
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ted. thaig, liverty ? But f grove yaa the clamour 
again Mr, Hood's hyp that, bome down by 
a torment of minijerialits, ho at length confented to 
withdray his propodtion, 
Tha omy af. ——s flave trade was 
Sa qutied in this{feffion, Early in the year 
Ir. Wilberforce revived his propofitien, and 
his eloquence with confiderable weight again® this 
i are reg of commerce, which was, however, 
Mr, Jenkin{on, col, Tarleton, and feverah 
other fi The evidence of the planters not 
being completed, he moved, that the remainder of 
the witnefles fhould be examined by a fele@ com- 
mittee, and not by the houfe at large. This propo- 
fition, the decifion upon which, in the opinions of ~ 
My. Fox and others, amounted to a decifion whe. 
ther the confideration of the flave trade fhould be 
continued or annihilated, was oppofed by the majo 
rity of the perfong inttrefted, upon the ground that 
there was no preqdent for refétring fo important a 
queftion to a feléa committee, mation, how- 
ever, was voted without a divifion, aad the exami- 
nation of witnefles proceeded. The evidence on the 
part of the trade eoncluded about the twenty-third 


of aah Mr. Wiiberforce now ioved, that evidence 
fhou ee aartié part of a soar a But, 
upon thi ‘ igans of the trade changed 
their ground; and as eely called for an immedi. 
ate decifion, as had before avoided it. It was 
fuid, that during the two laft years, the enthufiafm: 
upon the prefent queftion both in and out of the 
houfe had greatly abated. 

The planters were probably influenced by the can- 
vafs they had made of the fentiments of the houfe of 
— pr sie er salary they had obtained of 

ving the t u a great majority. The 
two members for Liverpool differed in fome’ degree 
in their4entiments upon the prefent queftion. Lard 
Ponrhyn was for prefing the fuhje& to an i j 
decifion, while Mr. Gafcoyne was willing to allow 
three weeks to the friends of the abolition, to colle& 
their witneffys : their impatience, however, was over- 
ruled by the fenfe of the hoyfe. In the mean time 
the reinforcements they bed gained, encouraged 
them to’ become more adventurous; and upon the 
revifal of fir William Dolhen’s bill, for limiting the 


number of flaves to be tran{ported in each flave thip, 


a thin houfe on the twenty-fixth of ‘May; ayes 
twenty-three, noes eighteen, But the planters were 


who decided for the whole, and ated for —s- milfions 
, were chofen bys number af =p, exe 
cotding Gx or eight he : = 


not 
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not fuffered to retain their advantage; and on the 
next day the amendment was rejeGted upon the re- 
port ; ayes ninety-five, noes fixty-nine. 

Mr. Fox, in the courfe of the feffion, recalled the 
attention of the houfe, to a pledge voted in the year 
1788, that ‘ they would early in the next feffion 
take into confideration the government proper to be 
eftablifhed in Canada.” ‘The next feffion, as he ob- 
ferved, had not properly commenced till March, and 
it was owing to that-circumftance that the bufinefs 
had been fuifred to pafs at that time without difcuf- 
fion. But he conceived that it was incumbent upon 
minifters, after fo long a delay, to proceed to fome- 
thing decifive in the prefent year. Mr. Grenville, 
fecretary of fiate, undertook to fhew that the delay 
was not afcribable to any negligence in him. He 
had not been appointed to his prefent office till 
July 1789, With great application, he had been 
able, in about three months from that time, to 
ftudy the fubje&, to digeft his own opinions re- 
sperite it, to compare them witl{ the opinions of 
the other members of the cabinet, and to mature 
the whole into the form of a bill, Jich as he thought 
probes to be fubmitted to the cdnfideration of par- 
iament, This bufinefs being completed, he had fent 
out his draught tolard Dorgbetter, governor of Ca- 
nada, for his judgment. Unfort=aatgly, the p.cket 
in which it was conveyed, did not perform it voyage 
in the ufual time, in confequence of which losd 
Dorchefter’s anfwer was not yet received. It was im- 

offible, therefore, to proceed farther in the bufinefs 
in the prefent feffion. 

The bufinefs of the {effion was approaching to a 
conclufion, when, on the fifth of May, a new and 
unexpeéted tranfaction was fubmitted to the confi- 
deration of parliament. It cunfifted in certain hof- 
tilities committed by the Spaniards upon the north- 
weftern coaft of America, for which fitisfaétion had 
been demanded and refuted ; and which of confe- 
quence, were confidered as rendering an armament 
neceflary, to induce the Spaniards to make a com- 
penfation for the injury they had committed. A 
{mall gffociation of Britifh merchants refident in the 
Eaft Indies, had early in 1786, formed the project 
of opening a trade to this part of the world, for the 

urpofe of fupplying the Chinefe market with furs. 
The principal point towards which thefe expeditions 
were direéted, was port Nootka, or King George’s 
Sound; and the adventurers, findipg their traffic ad- 
vantageous, endeavoured in the year 1788, to fecure 
to themfelves a permanent fettlement ; at the fame 
time that the fhipping employed in this expedition, 
was only from two to four fmall veffels, ‘The Spa- 
niards jcalous of the intrufion of the Englith into a 
part of the world, which et feemed to regard as 
their exclufive property ; difpatched a Spanith fri- 
gate of twenty-tix guns, from the province of Mexi- 

Vor. Ill, Ne. 110, 
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co, for the pnrpofe of annihilating this commerce, 
The Spanifh frigate arrived in May, 1789, and cap. 
tured two Englith veffels in the following July, at 
the fame time taking poffeffion of the little fettle. 
ment and fort, which had been formed upon the coaft. 
This tranfaction was firft notified to the government 
by the Spanith ambaffador, refident at the court of 
London, who at the fame time demanded, that mea- 
fures fhould be taken by the Englith government, to 
prevent the inhabitants from frequenting thefe coafts, 
which wale alledged to have been previoufly occu- 
pied by th¥ fubjeéts of Spain. 

In their remonftrance they even pretended that the 
whole coaft from Cape Horn to the fixticth degree 
of northern latitude, belonged to their fovereign. 
Complaints were made by the Britifh court againft 
this outrageous conduét, and ample fatisfaction re- 
quired ; and, to enforce a demand in which the 
king of Spain was not inclined to acquiefce, naval 
preparations were expedited. Both houfes fpontane- 
oufly offered to fupport his majefty on the occafion ; 
and, though many were of opinion that the objcé& 
was too trivial for a caule of war, the majority of the 
public were advocates for vigorous proceedings. 

By the anfwer from the court of Spain, it appeared 
that the captured veffels and their crews had been 
fet at liberty by the viceroy of Mexico, on the fup- 
pofition, as he declared, that nothing but an igno- 
rance of the rights of Spain, could dave encouraged 
the individuals of other nations to attempt eftablifh- 
ments upon that coaft, and in conformity to his pre- 
vious inftru@tions to fhew all pofitble regard to the 
Britifh flag. No farther fatisfaétion was either made 
or afforded, and a dire& claim was fet up by -the 
court of Spain to the exclufive rights of fovereignty, 
navigation, and commerce in the territories and coaits 
of that part of the world. 

Whether Spain was feeking a pretence for hoftili- 
ties, by this unexpected tranfaction, we cannot pre- 
tend to determine. Charles the Third, their late 
fovereign, died in December 1788 *; and confe- 
quently before we can impute a premeditated inten- 
tion of hoftility, we muft fuppofe an abfolute cain- 
cidence of views between him and Charles the 
Fourth, his fucceffor. 

The claim of the court of Spain was certainly the 
moft abfurd and exorbitant that could be imagined ; 
it originated in no treaty, and was indefinite in its 
extent. If we fubmitted to it, we muft expeé to be 
deprived of our South-fea fifhery, a commerce which 
promifed to afford us the moft confiderable advan- 
tages. Mr. Fox ina debate on this fubje&, declared, 
that no man felt a warmer refentment at the unpro- 
voked aggreflion of the court of Spain, or was more 
fully pertuaded of the neceffity of an immediate and 
vigorous armament than he was. Another circum- 
ftance was entitled to attention. It was now hardly 
&Q a fort- 


* Charles IV. the prefent hing of Spain, afcended. the throne negr the clofe of the. year 1728. 
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a fortnight fmce the minifter had expatiated on the 
flourifhing ftate of the finances, and in no part of his 
argument did he fvem more contident, than in the 
affurance he had given the houfe of the probable con- 
tinuance of peace. At firft fight this bad {truck Mr. 
Fox as an inftance of the uncertainty of human wif- 
dom, and the mutability of fublunary affairs, Viewed 
in another fight, it gave rife to various fuggeftions, 
At the moment that Mr. Pitt was vaunting of the re- 
fources of the country, he muft have known that 
Spain had feized upon Britifh hhips, madsprifoners 
of the crews, and confifcated the propert¥ they con- 
tained. Under thefe circumftances, he did not fee 
the neceffity for the minifter to introduce affurances 
of the continuance of peace. Had {uch fallacious 
hopes not been excited, the public would not have 
experienced the furpriie and difappointment of fuch 
occurences. 

Mr. Fox then moved, that there fhould be laid before 
the houfe, the intelligence which had been obtained 
concerning the captured fhips, and fuch information 
as had been received concerning the armament in the 
Spanith ports, together with the dates of that infor- 
mation. The firft of thefe motions was carried, aid 
the fecond paffed in the negative, it being alledged 
that the publication of fuch an account was calcu- 
Jated to betray the channel through which the intel- 
ligence had been obtained. On the tenth, Mr. Pitt 
moved for a vote of credit to the amount of one mil- 
lion fterling. In the mean time oppofition obtained 
information which they deemed credible, that the 
firft notification of the Spanifh ambaffador had pafied 
as long ago as the tenth of the preceding February ; 
and this circumftance they were defirous to afcertain 
in an authentic form, as it appeared to them materi- 
ally to criminate the condu& of adminiftration. In 
the mean time, Mr. Pitt obferved that he had not 
underftood the communication of the Spanith ambaf- 
fador as included in the intelligence moved for, by 
Mr. Fox, or he fhould certainly have oppofed the 
granting tht intelligence ; of confequence the other 
fide of the houfe had no reafon to flatter themfelves, 
that this communication would be produced together 
with the other ts Accordingly, a diftings mo- 
tion was fhortly brought forward by Mr. Grey, 


* Befides the particulars which we have already men- 
tioned, the declaration provided, that the Englith thould 
not fail os carry on their fitheries, either in the north or 
fouth Parific, within the fpace of tcn from the 
cunfts occupied by the fubjeGs of Spain, and thould not 
form any fettlements to the fouthward of the eaftern and 
weftern cvafts ‘of South America, which were already in 
Spanith occupancy ; tut might land in thofe fouthern dif- 
qridis, and erc& temporary huts for their fifheries. Re- 


Speding the territory of Nootka, and other fituated 
the northward of the diftrifs occupied by the Spaniards, 
it was ftipulated, that if individuals of either nation fhould 
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for the purpofe of obtaining it. It was neceffarr, 
Mr. Grey faid, to obtain the information for whicli 
he moved, that it might be fecn, whether we had 
been hurried on to the eve of war by the raflinefs, the 
credulity, and the inattention of minifters, or whe- 
ther it had arifen from unavoidable circumftances; 
and fuch as no human forefight could bave prevented. 
Mr. Pitt had been acquainted with the unjuft and in- 
fulting condu& of Spain for no Jefs than three 
months. His condué had therefore been unwarrant- 
able, in holding out to the public the ideas which 
had accompanied his opening of the budget ; and he 
ought to afk pardon of the parliament and of the na- 
tion. Mr. Lambton feconded the motion, and de- 
oo the wantonly precipitating the nation fn 

oftilitics. The houfe divided upon the queftion, ayes 
one hundred and twenty-one, noes two hundred and 
thirteen. A motion was then made for the date of 
the paper only, and likewife reje&ted. 

On the tenth «f June the king terminated the fef- 
fion by a fpeechf from the throne. He faid, that he: 
had not hitherto received the anfwer of the court of 
Madrid. He ent&tained the ftrongeft defire for the 
maintenance of peace, upon juft and honourable 
grounds ; but unger the prefent circumrtances he felt 
it indifpenfably neceflayyto, with vigour in: 
the armamente, He“had received the moft unequi- 
vocal affffrances of the fupport of his allies on this 
interefting occafion; and he trufted their mutual: 
good underftanding would be produétive of the hap- 

ieft effets, The king proceeded to acquaint par- 
iament of his intention immediately to diffolve: 
them, at the fame time exprefling a deep and grate- 
fui fenfe of their loyalty and conftitutional principles. 

On the thirteenth, the court of Spain delivered a 
memorial to Mr. Fitzherbert, his Britannic majefty’s 
ambaffador at Madrid, in which the Spanifh court 
endeavoured to juftify their proceedings at Nootka. 
To this memorial Mr. Fitzherbert delivered a sa 
anfwer, which drew a reply from the Count de Flo- 
rida Blanca on the eighteenth. However, this af- 
fair was brought to a conclufion on the twenty- 
fourth of July ; when a declaration * and counter- 
declaration were figned at Madrid between the Spa- 
nifh minifter and the Britifh ambaflador +. 

. The 
have formed fettlementsfince April 1789, or flwuld here- 
after form fuch colonial arrangements, the fubjeéts of both. 
nations fhould have free accefs, and might trade without. 

e¢ fame day the following authentic r apr 
basa in the Losin Gazette: oi i a 
; DeciaratTion. 

“ His Britannic majefiy having rosy ae of the cap> 
ture of certain veflels belonging to his tubje&s in the port 
of Nootka, fituated on the north-weft coat of America, 


by an officer in the fervice of the king: the under-figned 


counfellor and principal fecretary of fale to his: majetty, 


. being 
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The new parliament affembled on the twenty-fifth 
of November, and on the following day his majefty 
opened the feffion by a fpeech from the throne. He 
began with teflifying his fatisfa&tion that the differ- 
ences with the court of Spain had been amicably ter- 
minated. He informed the parliament, that fince the 
laft feffion, a foundation bad been laid for pacitica- 
tion between Auftria and the Portc, and for adjuft- 
ing the diffentions in the Netherlands. He remarked, 
that a feparate peace had taken place between Riv 
fia and Sweden; but as the war {till continued be- 
tween the former of thefe powers and the Portc, he 
intimated an intention of exerting the influence of 
Great Britain in reftoring the general tranquillity. 


being thereto duly authorized, declares, in the name and 
by the order of his faid majefty, that he is willing to give 
fatisfaction to his Pritannic majefty for the injury of which 
he has complained ; fully perfuaded that his faid Britan- 
nic majefty would aé in the fame manner towards the 
king, under fimilar ¢ircumftances ; and Ais majefty further 
engages to make full reftitution of all the Britifh veffels 
which were captured at Nootka, and.to indemnify the 
parties interefted in thofe vetfels, for t#e loffes which the 
fhall have fuftained, as foon as the 4mount thereof fhall 
have been afcertained. 

“ It being under ftood that this declaration is not to pre- 
clude or preyedice the ulterior difenfiion of any mght 
which his majefty may claim to form aif” cxclt/ive efta- 
blifthment at the port ot Nootka. 

a age (L.S) “Ls Compre pe Froripa Branca” 
. B. The countet-declaration, figned by Alleyne 
Fitzherbert, would be fuperfluous here. 

In March accounts were received at the admiralty ofa 
mutiny on board the Bounty armed fhip, captain Bligh, in 
the South fea. The thip failed trom England in the au- 
tumn of 1787, on a voyage to the Society ‘Iflands, for 
bread fruit-trees. The Bounty had made good the objet 
of her voyage, fo far as to have received on buard a great 
number of trees; and there was every profpeé of their 
being capable of prefervation, The fhip thus laden, 
quitted Otaheite on the fourth of April, 1789, and ever 
thing like good order was fuppofed to prevail on board. 
Even the mid-watch was relieved, without the left appa- 
rent diforder ; but, at day-break, on the twenty -cighth, the 
eabin of captain Bligh was forcibly entered by the officer of 
the watch, affifted by three others, who dragged him in- 
ftantly on the deck, menacing his life if he attempted to 
1 etn His endeavours to bring back the confpirators to 

eir duty proved of noavail. Each of the defperadoes was 
armed with a drawn eutlafs, or fixed bayonet,and all their 
mufquets were avowed to be charged. Captain Bligh faw, 
when he came upon deck, feveral of the crew, and moft 
of the officers pinioned; the fhip’s boat was let over her 
fide, and all a were not on the part of the confpirators, 
to the number of eighteen, befides the captain, were com- 
mitted to the boat, with an inconfiderable quantity of 
provifions and water. One of the vidtims fecured a com- 
pafs and quadrant, as they were ftepping into the boat ; 
and the mutineers, after giving them a cheer, ftood away, 
as they pretended for Otaheite. 

The captain in this dreadful fituation, found his boat- 
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On the thirtieth, an addrefs was moved and carried 
without a divifion. 

About this pericd a very important bufinefs en- 
gaged the attention of the Britith legiflature ; it was 
refpeéting a continuation of the war which had for 
fome time been carried on, between the fubjcés of 
his Britannic majefty in the Kaft Indies, and Tippoo 
Sultan.. The origin of the war may be thus briefly 
fiated. The rajalt of Travancour having purchafed 
of the Dutch the ports of Cranganonr and Jacottah, 
tefufed te}comply with the demand of the fultan 
Tippoo, who, declaring himfelf the feudal fovereign 
of that part of the coaft, had infifted on the renunci- 
ation of the agreement +. 


fwain, carpenter, gunner, furgeon’s mate, two midfhip- 
men, and one mafter’s mate, Mr. Nelfon the botanift, and 
a few inferior officers, among thofe whowere likely to thare 
his fate. After a thort confultation, it was deemed expe- 
dient to put back to the Friendly Iflands; and, according- 
ly, they landed on one of thefe, in hopes they might im- 
prove their fmall ftock of provifions, on tne thistieth of 
April; but they were driven off by the natives two days 
alter, and purfued with fuch hoftility, that one man was 
killed and feveral wounded. It was then deliberated 
whether they fhould return to Otaheite, and throw them- 
felves on the clemency of the natives ; but the apprehcns 
fion of falling in with the Bounty determined ther, with 
one affent, to make the beft of their way to Timor. To 
efle& thisenterpriac, aftonithing to relate, they calculated 
the diftance near four thoufand miles : and in order that 
their wretched fupply of provifions might endure till tney 
reached the place of deflination, they agreed to apportion 
their food to one ounce of bread and one gill of water ada 
for each man. They received no other nourithment til 
the fifth or fxth of Junc, when they made the coaft of 
New Holland, and colleéed a few fhell-fth; and with 
this feanty relief, they held on their courfe to Timor, 
which they reached en the twelfih, after being forty-fix 
days in.a crazy open boat, too confined in dimentions to 
fuer any of them to lic down for: repofe, and without 
the leaft awning to protect them frem the rain, which al- 
moft inceffantly fell for forty days. A heavy fea and 
fqually wether, for great part of their courfe augmented 
their mifery. The governor of this fettlement, which be- 
longs to the Dutch, afforded them every fuccour. The 
ioe aoe to fark their ftrength and fpitits till the 
wentieth of Auguft, when they procured a vefle 

them to Batavia which they aed hr si is 

On the fecond of O@eber, and. thenog.captain Bligh, 
with two of the crew, embarked for the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the reft were preparing to follow as foon as a 
pailage could be obtained. Captain Bligh reached the 

ape about the middle of December ; and foonafter took. 
his paffage for England, which he reached on the evcn- 
ing of the thirteenth of March, 1790, and on the day 
following he arrived in London. 

t To enforce fubmiffien, Tippao affaulted’ the lines of 
Travancour; but his troops were repelled with lof. and 
dif; race. In the gunk year he renewed his attack, 
and difpoffelfed the rajah of his capital, and other puts of 
his territories, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hippefley propofed, that copies of the corre-, 
spaneoee relative to the attack of Tippoo Sultan on 
the lmes of Travancour, fhould be laid before the 
houfe. Mr. Hippefley fupported his motion by a 
ftatement of the particulars, and infifted principally 
on the ancient fendal claim of the Sultans of Myfore 
to the forts of Cranganour, &c. on the pacific inten- 
tions of Tippoo, and on the report of his offer ¢o fub- 
mit, the difpute to an equitable arbitration. He con- 
fidered the purchafe of the fort by the rajah of Tra- 
vancour as the cHea& only of unwarrantable‘ambition, 
and as a fair caufe of uneafinefs and complaint to the 
neighbouring powers. Travaneoar he admitted to 
be the ally of Great Britain, who had certainly guda- 
rantied all her lawful potfeflions : but he aflerted that 
it was a moft mifchievous principle, that we were 
bound to prote& her in every ambitious fcheme for 
the extenfion of dominion, whether by purchafe or 
otherwife. The native powers, he afferted, ne&ther 
were, nor coutd be, radically friendly to the Englifh. 
Little dependence was to be placed upon the Nizam 
or the Mahrattas: both thefe powers were notorious 
for their perfidy. However flourifhing our force in 
India, there was reafon to believe that Tippoo had 
kept equal pace with our improvement. He had a 
force of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, a large 
corps of Europeans, well officered, an admirable ar-, 
tillery well ferved. He had a revenue of five mil- 
lions fterling, and a treafury of eight or nine millions. 
To thefe refources we had to oppofe an exhaufted 
treafury, and a tottering credit. Mr. Hippefley de- 
precated a war in India, and entered into a forcible 
detail of the difficulties and miferies which would at- 
tend it in that part of the world. 

Mr. Francis fupported Mr. Hippefley’s reafoning, 
by fhewing that it had ever been confidered by all 
good ftatefmen, that to increafe our territories in 
India, was a deftru&ive policy to this country. Be- 
tween the Nizam and Tippoo there fubfifted a mu- 
tual jealoufly, by means of which they might be pre- 
vented from employing their power to the prejudice 
of our fettlements. The Mahrattas again were the 
moft formidable power in India ; and on this account 
it would be dangerous to extirpate Tippoo, even 
were it in our power, as he ferved particularly to 
maintain the balance of India. Mr. Fox obferved, 
that the extirpation of Tippoo would not be a poli- 
tic meafure: however he might deteft his vices, with 
the Myforean country, we ought to be friendly, as 
it was a ftrong barrier between the 
ftates of India and our fettlements, Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
D. Scott, and colonel Macleod, fupported the ne- 
ceffity of the war, and reprefented Tippoo as a mer- 
eilefs tyrant. The queftion was, however, carried in 
favour of the production of the papers. 

On the twenty-eighth of Febsuary, Mr. Hippefley 
renewed his former motion on the Indian war; but 
his il fate of health only permitted him to move the 


_ Yernors in India from entering 
| The reading of thefe was followed by that of feveral 
_extra@s from the correfpondence of the government 
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reading of the aé&ts of parliament and rcfolutions of 
the houfe of commons, which prohibit the Britith go. 
into offenfive war.- 


and council of Fort St. George. After the reading of 
thefe papers, “Mr. Francis rofe at the requeft of Mr. 
Hippeficy, and in 2 very able {peech explained th e 
caules of the war, which he entirely attributed to the 
policy of the Dutch, and the ambition and impru. 
dence of the raiah of Travanconr. He faid it was a 
miftake to sal ie that a war in India did not affect . 
the beti intereits of Great Britain; for India did not 
flefs the means of fupporting the war for a fingle 
jour, but by incurring cits which muft be paid by 
England. He cenfared the appointment ae mili- 
tary officer, over the immenfe civil as well as military 
government of Bengal, obferving that the preferva- 
tion of peace could not be the predominant" paifion 
of men educated. ina camp. From a civil to a mili- 
tary, from a military to an arbitrary government, 
the gradations are eafy, and the progrefs rapid. 
The fame facts wyich countera& principles to day, 
will be precedents to-morrow, and principles the day 
after. He endegyoured to fhew that the rajah was 
the aggreffor, in making what Mc.. Francis termed a 
collufive purckgie from the Dutch: the aggreffor, he 
faid, fhotild alone be anfwerable for his aggreffion : 
and as to the forts themlclves, they were on all hands 
allowed to be of no uf: or importance, and ought in 
fa& to be demolifhed. He prefied the neceflity of 
preferving the balance of power in India, by keeping 
Tippoo as a counterpoie to the Mahrattas: and 
quoted in fupport of his opinion, the authority of 
Mr. Dupvé, Mr. Haftings, lord Clive, and feveral 
others. Mr. Francis eoncluded with a ferics of mo- 
tions, the obje&t of which was to cenfure the origin, 
and prevent the profecution of the war. 

Mr. Fox reprobated the treatics which had beea 
entered into with the Nizam and the Mahrattas for 
the extirpation of Tippoo. At a time when the en- 
lightened policy of all Europe led them to renounce 
their offenfive alliances, we were purfuing this dif- 
: tapinas fyftem in India. The rahi he afferted, was 

aggreflor even to us, by purchafing the forts 
contrary to our advice. But fuppofing Tippoo to 
have been the aggreffor,- what right had we to atk 
for more than uate fatisfattion? We cenfured 
his condaé&, but did not look at the injuftice of our 
own. He profeffed to have a claim upon Cra 
nour, and aimed at recovering his right. | But 
what do wc? We the war into the center of 
his dominions, extirpate him and divide his terri- 


tories. 

Mr. Wilberforce, lord Fielding, and the folicitor 
general, fupported the conduG@ of adminiftration, 
and Mr. Francis’s motions were negatived. Not fu- 
tisted however, with this triumph, Mf. Deudas, on 

the 
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the feoond of March following, moved three refolu- 
tions approving of the Indian war, and of the con- 
du& o lord Cornwallis, which were carried without 
a divifton. The iency of the war was debated 
npon nearly fimilar principles in the loufe of lords, 
on the eleventh of April; but the debate ended only 
in the triumph of minifters ; as lord Grenville, be- 
fore the houfe broke up, moved three refolutions, 
fimilar to thofe which had been moved in the com- 
nions, approving of the condué of lord Cornwallis, 
&e. which were carried by a great majority. 

The caufe of toleration received an acceffion this 
year, which mutt be peculiarly grateful to the friends 
of freedom. As the Romifh church was the grand 
terror in the firft ages of reformation, we cannot be 
aftonifhed that our ftatute book fhould be loaded 
with the moft rigorous edi&s directed againft the pro- 
feffors of that noxious faith; and though in 1710 
fome of thefe were removed, yet in 1791, in Burn’s 
Keclefiaftical Law, we find not lefs than fevéhty 
pages entirely occupied with thg enumeration of the 
are ftatutes in force againit*the roman catholics. 

hat fuch laws fhould have been framed in times 
of difficulty and danger, in times when the church 
of Rome flourifhed in all the vigour of temporal 
power, and urged her authority by ‘all the ri- 

urs of perfecution, is not farprifing ; but it is 
uprifing that they fhould have been fuffered to 
remain in force for centurics of peace and tran- 
quillity, when the power of the pope is annihilated 
even in countries profeffing his religion, and when 
all noxious principles of that faith are difavowed 
by its profeffors. A reform in the penal ftatutes be- 
came the more neceflary, fince, in the courfe of the 
“ year 1790, a roi body of catholic diffenters, had 
formally protefted againft the temporal power of the 
pope, egainft his aflumed authority of releafing men 
m their civil obligations, or difpenfing with the 
facrednefs of oaths. It was upon thefe principles, 
and fupported by thefe arguments, that Mr. Mitford 
moved on the twenty-firft of February, for a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe, to enable him “ to bring 
in a bill to relieve, upon conditions and under re- 
ftriGions, perfons called protefting catholic diffenters, 
from certain penalties and difabilities, to which pa- 
ag or perfons protefling the popith religion are by 
aw st sae This bill, Mr. Mitford added, would 
be fimilar to that which had paffed in Ireland fome 
ears fince ; and as no ill confequences had rcfulted 
ina country where the Roman eatholics were fo 
much more numerous than in this, he fhould hope 
the houte would fee no i.npropricty in the propofi- 
tion ; and the motion paffed unanimoufly. On the 
twenty-firlt of March, the houfe refolved itielf into a 
committee on Mr. Mitford’s propofal, and the bill pro- 
ceeded.through its feveral ftages without oppofition. 

Early in the prefent feflion Mr. Wilberforce gave 

notice of an intended. motion for appointing a com- 
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mittee for receiving and examining evidence on the 
abolition of the lave trade, and -on the fourth of 
February he fubmitted a motion to that effe, which 
was oppoled by colonel ‘Tarleton and others, on the 
frivolous ground that there were many other eb- 
jeGson which we might more properly exercife our 
philanthropy. After a fhort debate, the motion of 
Mr. Wilberforce for a committee above flairs was 
put and carried. It was not, however, till the cigh- 
teenth of April, that the bufincfs was in fuch a degree 
of forwardnefs as to enable Mr. Wilberforce to prefs 
for the abolition. On that day he opened the debate 
with a copious difplay of the leading arguments in 
favour of that seal and concluded with noticing 
the beneficial effe; night refult from a fair 
and open commercé Africa, which was capable 
roducing the defirable cominodities ; the 
flave trade was infig@ely beneath the name of com- 
merce, He faid, let the fate of his motion be what 
it might, he was fatisfied that ‘the public had al. 
ready abolithed the flave trade.” Supported by this 
confideration he fhonld continue to perfevere, and 
would never abandon the obje@ till he had accom- 
plithed it. He concluded with moving, “ That tie 
chairman be inftru&ed to move for leave to bring in 
a bill to prevent the further importation of African 
negroes into the Britifh colonies.” 

Mr. Fox in fpcaking upon this oceafion inftanced 
two fhocking aéts of inhumanity. In one of the 
French iflands a poor negro having run away ; to 
prevent his repeating the offence, and indeed as a 
common punithment for fuch offences, thé planter 
ordered the furgeon to amputate his leg : The fur- 
geon who had more humanity than his mafter, re. 
fufed. ‘* You refufe,” jaid the planter; ‘ then 
what you decline as an act of friendfhip to me, | 
will force you to do as an aét of duty ;” and initant- 
ly broke the leg of the poor wretch in a moft bar- 
barous nSinner. The other inftance occurred in an 
Englifh iland. As onc of the witnefles, Mr. Rofs, 
was walking along, he heard the moft dreadful thrieka 
proceeding from a barn or outhoufe. On looking 
in, he faw a young female tied up to a beam by her 
wrifis, entirely naked, writhing and {winging about, 
while the inhuman author of her torture was applying 
a lighted torch to different parts of her body as they 
occafionally approached him! Mr. Wilberforce’s 
motion was, notwithitanding the cruelties nientioped 
in the courfe of the debate, negatived by a majority 
of feventy-five ! 

While thefe topics were agitated, before the Bri. 
tifh fenate, the attention of that. body was called to 
another objcct not lefs important to the intercity and 
welfare of the nation. Qn the twenty-cighth of 
March, a meflage was delivered from his majeliy, 
importing, that his endeavours, in conjunction with, 
thofe of his allies, to effect a pacification, not having 
proved succefsful, his majety thought it requifite, 
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to add weight to his reprefenttations, by making fome 
further augmentation of his naval force. As {oon as 
Mr. Pitt had moved ‘‘ Thag the meflage be taken 
into confideration on the morrow,’ Mr. Fox role, 
and deplored the circunmftancc of thetr having fallen 
into a fituation fo unfortanate and fo unexpefed. 
Referving higafelf for the confderation ef the mef- 
fage, he afked the chancellor of the exchequer, 
whether he meant only to move 3 fimple addrefs of 
thanks to bis majelty for the communication, or 
whether he meant to ifclude in the vote, an appro- 
bation of the meafure? Mr. Pitt, in reply, faid, that 
it had not been ulual to delay the confideration of a 
mefiage from his majelty lon a day; and in 
the prefent cafe, there reafons why the 
bufinefs ought not to be He intimated 
alfo, that a vote of fupplies be included inflen 
an{iwer on the meflage. On ¥j{day following, the 
te came on, when feveral weighty arguments 
were ufed in oppofition to the armament againft 
Ruffia: the queftion, however, was carned in favour 
of the addrefs, by two hundred and twenty-eight 
votes againft one hundred and thirty-five. 

The attention of the houfe was again demanded 
to this important fubje& on the eleventh of April, by 
Mr. Grey, who faid, that he had intended to introduce 
a motion for a committee on the ftate of the nation ; 
but having underftood from high authority, thet an 
obje@ion would be taken againft {ach a committee, 
he thought proper to wave that qbje, and to come 
before the houfe dire&ly with the ing propo. 

_Aitions. He then brought forward eight refolutions, 
which he fuppofed night have a tendency to prevent 
the sagpacr pe events wach muft ee attend 
2 war, int out a road to tranquillity among 

the eel ter rties. Thefe refolutions 
ey, 








were oppofed by lord ve, Mr. Pybus, Mr. J. 
T’. Stanley, fir’ Wilham Young, and Mr. Dundas; 
and fupported by mayor Maitland, lord North, Mr. 
Powys, Mr. Winthread, and Mr. Sheridaa. On the 
fide of the miniliry 2 of confidence was 
claimed, on the unequivocal greund of their forsee 
merits. Peace, rt admitted, was certainly pre- 
terable to war; but even war was preferable to 
difhonourable tranquillity. At length, after much 
debating, Mr. Grey’s refolations were negatived by 
a mayonty of eighty. 

The quefion was agi a third time on the 
fifteenth of April, on two motions being meade by 
Mr. Baker, the firft expreffing it as the of the 
houfe, befre they to any additional bar- 
thens on they conii.tuents, to enquire into the jultice 
and neceflity af the objets; the fecond fiating, that 
no informatica bad been piven to the honfe on the 
aaa pope Mr. a motions were both 

aS aawonity of caecky cana: 
bafinels of the fefion betng concladed, his 
majelty proceaded to the houfe oa the tenth of Juoe, 
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when he delivered a-fpeech from the throne, exprefi- 
ing his fatisfa&ion, that a mode lid been adopted 
for defeaying the expences of luG year, without any 

t addition to the public burdens. He ex- 
prefled his segrot. at being e t0.sequaint them 
with the refult of the negociation for peace between 
a. dict Porte a the commons fox the 

upplies, ro the parliament to the 

teanth of Auguf. sa 


guft, ; 
Shortly after the rifing of the parliament, the na. 
tion was difgraced bys feries of Gaeseaes which 
ahmoft exceeded any thing of the kind which had 
ever been heard of ; and which, for the {pace of four 
days, fpread terror and alarm through the large and 
opulent town of Birmingham, and the adjacent 
country. A vaft difference of foutiment céncerning 
the Frenck revolution prevailed among the higher 
orders of fociety in this country ; and fame dif: 
erence of fentiment feemed to pervate the inferior 
claffes. ‘This difference of opinion at length broke 
out in a fettled hateed ; and confiderable pains were 
taken to excite the paflions and. prejudices. of the 
populape Serie the aflerters of Gallic liberty. : On 
the other hand, @ eonfiderable kody of the whie 
party in Great Britain, rejoiced in the emancipation 
of a neighbouring pation from flavery, and fluttered 
themfelves, that they faw in the eftablithment of the 
French coaftitution, not only the annihilation of def. 
potifin,in thet country, but the commencement of 
a new fyftem of ce in Europe, the bafis of 
which was peace, happincls, and aitual concord. 
In many of the larger towns of Great Britain, affo- 
ciationa were formed for the celebration of that 
event, hy the eauirerfary dinners on the fourteenth 
of July ; buh the oppofite party. were not indifferent 
ceedings. The populace were 
inflamed by the.molt injurious infinuations conveyed 
in journalsand pamphlets: the friends of the French 
revolution were Gigmatized as ined repub.. 
livane;‘and the aft..of joining jn 2 vonvivial moun. 
ing an the odious Sourtepath of July, was ropsefented: 
as qu attempt o-orertum the: Brith eonftitution in 
church and fiate, preombeieoagr at the pains which 
had bean taken to depreciate thefe affociations, the 
meeting ig London confified of not lefs than one 
thoufend five hundred refpoéable : Sseingal many, 
of shem literary charafters of high reputetiom andi 
toeeel wo the dif As rumours, howeves, had becn: 
fi te the difadvantage of the meeting, and the 
to collect in a tumultuous man- 
ne, rouad the Crown and Anchor Tavern, where 
the meme was held, the company difpewfed at an 


f. a i 
t Birdringham, the caufes of difvord were more. 
numeprotis than eved in Londen, eneprve Sieg a 
Priefidey’s flatement, a vidient, ani fab. 
filed for yeays between the hi party and 
the diffenters of that placa. religicus oonteo. 
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verfies, which took place between Dr. Prieftley and 
fome of the clergy of, Birmingham, greatly contri- 
buted to increafe this animu:ty. From the publi- 
cation of a let written by the Do@or on that 
fubje&t, it is faid thet the profene habit of drinking 
‘“ damnation and confafion to the Prefbyterians,” 
at the conytvial entertainoents in the town, was vi- 
fibly increafed. A feftive meeting in commemore- 
tion of the Freach revolution, was projected at Bir. 
taingham, on Thurfday, the fourteenth of July; and 
on the preceding Monday, fix copies of 2 moft in- 
flammatory and fiditious hand-bill, propofing 
rench revolution as a model to the Englifh, and 
exciting them to rebellion, were left, by jome per- 
fon unknown, ma public houfe. The views and 
intention af the meeting having, however, been 
much mifreprefented, the majority of the acntlemen 
who projected it, thought pro 
fcheme ; notice was accordingly given to that effef 
but at the inftance of Mr. Ruffel, as it is faid, the 
intention was revived, and the company met at the 
appointed time to the number ofbetween eighty and 
Tunety. Mr, Keir, well known for his great attain- 
ments in chemiftry, and other branches of philo- 
fophy, and a inember of the eftablifhed church, was 
laced in the chair. The gentlemen had hardly met, 
tears the honfe was furrounded by a tumultuous 
crowd, who teftified their difapprobation by biffes 
and groans, and by the fhout of “ Church and 
Kinp,” which became the watelword on this oc- 
cafion. At five o’elock the company difperfed ; and 
foon afterwards, the windows in the front of the 
hotel were demolifhed, notwithftanding the appear- 
ance and interference of the magilfratos Alter 
fupper, they were alarmed with the intelligence that 
the mob were affembled at the new diffenting meet- 
ing-houfe, (Dr. Prieftley’s,) and' were threatening 
beth the do&or and his houfe. The.rioters {oon fet 
the meeting on fire, and nothing remained that could 
be confumed. The old meetiag-houfe thared almoft 
2 fimiler fate, being nearly levelled with the ground. 
Many other fcandalous outrages were committed. 


* Among the articles confumed at Mr. Ryland’s, was 
the body of the late Mz. Batkerville, who by will ordered 
he fhould be buried in his own houfe, and he was accord- 
ingly interred there, A ftone clofet was ereéted in it, 
where he was depofited ina ftanding pofture. The houfe 
was afterwards fold with this exprefs condition, that it 
faould rentein there. 

+ in the afternoon of the fecond of February this 

ear, the higheftflood-tide appeared in the Thames that 
bad been known for feveral years. Above Weltminftem 
bridge, it overflowed the banks of the river on both fides. 
In Palace Yard, it was near two feet deep; 1t alfo ran 
into Weftminfter Hall, and hindered people fiom paffin 
fur two hours. Boats came. through ne es oi 
Palace Yard, from the Thames, and rowed up io Weft- 
mirfter ‘Hall Gate.’ The inhabitants in Milbank, Street, 
were obliged to pafs to and fiom their houfzs ‘in boats. 
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The day broke on the fuccceding morning, only to 
difcever the ruins which this mfatuated multitude 
had made, and to enable them to continue their de- 
predations. Early in the morning, they were met by 
a party of gentlemen, who perfanded them to defift 
from their outrages, and eyen to atift in their en- 
dearours to preierve tranquillity. About noon, 
however, a frefh party demolifhed the elegant man- 
fion of Mr, Ryland, formerly Mr. Bafherville’s, at 
Eafy Hill. Here, as they found a profufion of li- 
or, a dreadful fcene of intoxication enfued; and 
eral of the wretched rioters perifhed in the cellars 
by fuffocation, or by the falling in of the roof. Six, 
terribly bruifed, were dng out of the ruins, and com- 
mitted to the hofpital ; ten dead bodies were found, 
and one man remained alive in one of the vaults til] 
the Monday following, when he worked his way out 
but little injury *. Many other elegant feats 


‘and houfes were likewife deftroyed, till, at length, 


the arrival of the military, a period was put to 
their exceffes. A great number of perfons were taken 
in the a& of rioting; of whom five were tried at 
Worcefter ; one of whom was found guilty and ex- 
ecuted. At Warwick, twelve were tried, but onl 
four received fentence of death, viz. Francis Field, 
for fetting fire to Mr. Taylor’s houfe; John Green 
and Bartholomew Fither, for demolifhing the houfe 
of Dr. Prieftley ; and William Hands, for deftroying 
the houfe of John Ryland, cfq. Upon an application 
from the magiftrates, and fome other refpeétable in. 
habitants, Filher (one of the convicts) was afterwards 
reprieved +. 

Intelligence was received, that minifterial notes 
had been delivered at St. Peterfburgl@y William 
Whitworth, Mr. Fawkener, and count Goltze, on 
the part of his Britannic majefty and of the king 
of Prutha, and by count Ofterman on the part of the 
emprefs of Rufiia, relative to the terms of pacifica- 
tion between Ruftia und the Porte. In thefe notes, 
the minitters of bis majefty and the king of Pruffia 
agree, on the part of their refpective fovereigns, 
that their majcfties will propofe to the Porte to con. 


The two Scotland Yards and Privy Gardens, Whitehall, 
were entirely under water, and many parts rendered 
impaflable for two hours. Several poor people who kept 
fmall fhops near the barracks in Scotland Yard, had four 
fect water in their thops, and their beds floating in their 
rooms. Weftminfler Hall fuffered much; the water ran 
in at the great door for upwards of an hour, and was up 
to the fecond ftair, leading to the couit of king’s bench. 
Moft of the gardens and ficlds between Black-friars Ruad 
and Wefiminfter Bridge were overflowed. 

About this time a meeting of the people took place in 
the Champ de Alurs, in France, to frame a petition for 
dethroning the hing. Roberfbierre was at the head of 
the party. Four thoufand armed men were brought 
againft the multitude, -who, without orders from the ge- 
neral, fired on them; many hundreds were hilled an4 
wounded, 

clude 
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Je a peace with Rutfia, on the terms of the ceffion of the exchequer prefemséd a copy of the treaty, en- 
bf the Sane ot Oczakoff, from the Bog to the | tered inta Abra his Brita majelty ae the 
Dniefter ; her Imperial majefty'engaging not to dif- | king of Preffia, dated'the wventy-fixth of January, 
turb the free navigation af the latter river, but to | om the evarriage of the duke of York with the prite 
favour and protect it, (to which condition the Porte | cefs of Praffia. It was afterwards paffed into a law. 
is to Be cqually and reciprocally bound,) and her | On the feventhof March, Mr. Pitt moved, ‘‘ That 
iniperial majeity being alto to reftore to the Porte | his majefty be enabled 10 fettle eighteen thonfand 
at the conclnfion of the peace, all other conquefts | pounds per wmnum upon his toyal highnefs the duke 
whatever, The minificr of her imperial majetty of York.” He further ttated, that it was hiy majefty’s 
agrevs, on the part of his fovereign, to make peace | inteution to futtle an additional fum‘of feven thoufand 
on thefe terms; and the minifiers of his majelty and sapee per armum upon his royal highbnefs out of 
the king of Pruflia agree, on the part of their re- itith revenue ; the additional revenue to com- 
{pective fovercigns, that if the Porte fhould decline | mence July, 1791. He then moved, “ That a fum 
to enter into negociation on this bafis, their majefties | af eight thouland pounds per aunen, be fettled 
fill leave the termination of the war to the courfe of | upon her royal highnefs the duchels of York, in cate 
thofe event tu which it ey lead. ‘The preliminaries | fhe fhould farvive.” Buth motions were put and 
were Gened at Peterfbureh, on the fourth inftantyby | carried unanimoufly. 
the plempotentiaries of Great Britam, Praflia, E ol- | 3 On the fecond of April, the order of the day was 
land, and Rufha. *;\gand, for the boufe going into a committee on the 
On the twenty-third of November, were married “ African flave trade, Mr. Hobart in the chair. Mr. 
at St. James's, the duke and ducheis of York. ‘Fhe  Wilberforer, after a confiderable portion of intro. 
ceremony was performed by the archbifhop of Can, duétory matter, toek a review of the manner in 
terbury, allified by the bithop of London: his ma- « which negroes were procured in Africa; enlarged 
jefty ftand:ne at one end of the altar, and her ma- | upon the digrace which be thought the trade 
Jefiy at tie other extremity ; the duke and duchefs | brought upon eur national chara@er, rom the con. 
of York in the center; the archbifhop oppofite ta ; dua of thle who were engaged in it. He then 
them, and the lord chancellor fianding belund them ; ; proceeded to ftate, that the trade, inftead of being 
the prince of Wales next to the duchefs of York, and — a nurfery, was the grave of our feamen ; and, havi 
the duke of Clarence nevt to the duke of \ ork. (poke for apwards of three hours, he concluded wit 
On the thirty-firft of January *, the king repaired moving, “ That it is the opinion of this committee, 
to the houte, and opened the feflion with a fpcech that the trade, carried on by Britith fabjo&s, for the 
from the throne, in which he informed them of the — purpofe of obtaining flaves on the couft of Africa, 
marriage of the duke of York with the eldeft daugh- ought to be abolifhed.” And, ‘“* That the chairman 
ter of the king of Pruffia: he alfo acquainted them -be direGed to move the houfe for leave to bring in a 
with the conclufion of peace between the emperor of bill for the abolition of the flave trade.” 
Germany and the Porte, ond between the emprefs _A long debate afterwards followed, in which Mr. 
of Ruftia and the Porte, through the mediation of Bayley, Mr, Vanghan, colone} Tarleton, and others, 
the court of Great Britain. An nddrefs being moved bore & , Mr. Dandas conceived that an imme- 
in the houfe of commons, violent debates enfaed, diate would not be expedient, as it might 
én the courfe of which Mr. Grey moved an amend. excite the claimours of the Weft Indian planters, and 
ment, “ That the hoafe, fuily fenfible of the evils . other interetted individuals, be was therefore for a 
of a procrafiinated war, which nuit be rainous to | gradual amendment. Mr. Fox rejefted all terms of 
the finances of the company, cannot help expreffing | compromife in 2 cafe of igjuftice. Mr. Pitt 
their regret that the profpe&s held out in the expreffed a wif that the might infantly be 
from the throne at the commencement of the laft , abolithed. The majority for the gradeal abolition 
feffion have nut been realized; neverthelefs, that | amounted to one hundred and forty-five. Mr. 
their attachment to his majelty, and their defire to Windham coritended for the moft {peedy {uppreftion 
fupport the honour of his crown, are undiniinithed.” that could be effefted. After various debates and 
The debates were again renewed, and, after fome divifions, the term was limited to the fir day of the 
altercation, the houfe divided on the queftion of year 1996. Thefe refolutions, however, were not 


—~ 


own wie 


amendment ; aycs eighty-five, noes two hundred and =a by the : the duke of Clarence, in 
nine. Tle onginal addrefs was then moved and , Was zealous for the indefinite continuance 
carried without a divifion +. of a trade which he pronounced juttifiable and po- 
On the feventeenth of February, the chancellor _litic. 
* A.D. 1792 , | writings, The very rapid circulation of Thomas Payne's 


ee a caer Z } 
¢ About this time the Britith minifiry iffued a procla- , Rights of Man, C a Senfe, f A 
mation, under the fignature of thing, ngs es ao 1 Rig this proe n tig &ca were fuppofed to 
ing, publifhing, an difperfing of wicked and feditious oclamati 
Mr. 
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Mr. Fox moved on the eleventh of May, for the re- 

al of certain penal fiatutes, ope in the reign of 
ing William. He began by ftating his opinions of 
toleration ; and enforced, by a variety of arguments, 
the juftice of the caufe in which he now came for. 
ward, After enumerating a variety of a&s which he 


meant fhould be included in the principle of his mo- - 
tion, he moved, “ That the ninth and tenth of Wil- — 
fiam Hi. be repealed, and that the faid motior be . 


referred to a committee of the whole houfe.” Mr. 
Burke faid, no man could be a greater advocate for 
proper toleration than he was; but then the facred- 
nefs of the church eftablifhment fhould be the firft 
obje& ; and which he afferted, was one and the fame 
thing with the flate. The claims of the prefent pe- 
titioners were of fo queftionable a fhape as to require 
much confideration. 
thofe perfons and their profeffions ; he afferted, that 
they were a fet of Propagandifis, with Dr. Prieft- 
ley at their head, who, not fatisfied with the quiet 
enjoyment of their own opinions, fought mduftri- 
oufly to make profelytes of the world, and fo to fap 
the very foundation of the moft facred of all reli- 
gions, and fubvert all order in fociety. He read 
various extraéts from feveral books, written’ bv 
members of the fociety, which, he faid, indicated 
their projeéts to overturn the conftitution as well as 
the eftablifhed church; and their correfpondence 
with the licentious clubs of France, he particularly 
condemned. The houfe divided; for Mr. Fox’s mo- 
tion fixty-three; againft it one hundred and forty- 
two. 

On the fifteenth of June, the king went to the 
houfe of lords, and after a fpeech, as ufual, from 
the throne, he prorogued the parliament to the thir- 
tieth of Auguft *. 

A: large body of the lower clafs of people affem- 

led in the market place at Coventry, in the month 
of May, and after manifefting fymptams of riot, by 
loud huzzas and much difturbance, entered the 
fhamblea, which, in a fhort time, they cleared of 
all the meat, as.well as all the’ utenfils belonging to 
the butchers. Tlie doors, fluttors, fire-places, &c. 
were alfo broken down, and the remnants of wood 
tollc&ted to make a fire in the market-place ; but the 


* At Kettering, in Northamptonshire, on the fecond of 
March, 1792, about a quarter before nine in the evening, 
an earthquake was felt, aad at feveral of thé neighbour- 
ing towns, which continued near thirty feconds. It was 
attended with no a soa ernicious effects, other 
than caufing a general alarm. The thock was fenfibly 
felt throughout the counties of’ Bedford, Leicefter, Not- 
tingham, Rutland, and Lincoln. 

nthe twenty-ninth of March, 1792, died Guftavus III. 
of Holftein Gottorp, king of Sweden, affaflinated by An- 
kerfirom, at the opera houfe, on the fixteenth. He 
vefted the whole ot his aythority in his biother, the duke 
of Sudermania, during the minority of his fon. The af- 
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He then took a full view of . 
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mayor, calling in fome troops of the fisth regiment 
of dragoons lying then in the town, and pradently 
addrefiing the mob, he prevailed upon them to de- 
part. Ow the following morning a great number of 
st affembled again, and feemed to threaten a 
urther riot: the or himfelf went among them, 
endeavouring to diffiade them from any ‘more dif. 
orders; and one or two butchers fetting up a fiall in 
the market-place, and offering their meat at reduced 
prices, the peace of the town was reftored. On the 
afternoon of the follawing day, the people affembled 
again, and their threats feemed chicfly againft the 
mafter fhoemakers. However, through the vier 
lance of the magiftrates, aflifled by the military, the 
mob were difperfed, without any material damage. 

As we are profeficdly furnithing our réaders with 
a hiftory of England, a diftin& relation of merely 
French occurrences ,cannot poffibly be expeéted ; 
but as we are feparated from France only by a nar- 
row channel (though infinitely too wide for the 
pst conful’s vaft projects) a little digreflion and 

eviation may be excufed, to relate one of the matt 
extraordinary revolutions that ever occuried. Brief 
let us be. ——<A ftri@ adherence to chronology mutt 
hot be expeéted, as this account concifely conne&s 
the whole ftrange narrative. : 

In July, 1789, one of the moft extraordinary re- 
volutions occurred in France that ever happened in 
the political world.* The monarchy was overturned, 
and the king, being divefted of his allolute autho- 
rity, became one of the moft limited foyeic ens. He 
was afterwards, by a decree of the national con- 
vention, denominated king of the French. But as 
fo great a change in the internal policv of France 
could not be fuppafed to have been cffeéted ina 
fhort period of time, the nation, as might naturally 
be imagined, experienced various conimotions, je - 
loufies, and diffentions, till the king’s acceptance of 
the new conftitution in the beginning of September, 
1791. We fhall, however, begin our detail of the 
moft material circumftances, with the clcape of the 
royal family from Paris. And, accordingtiv, in the 
night between the twentieth and twenty-fir(t of June, 
1791, the king and queen efcaped from the palace 
of the Thuilleries in Paris, and took the route towards 


faflin was put to the torture: aftet being three times ex. 
pofed and flogged, having his right hand cut off, and be- 
ing about to receive the fatal blow, he addreffed himfelf 
to the furrounding multitude in the following words — 
“ I now reach the minute of deliverance, and everlafting 

reward, I rejoice in my deed. I have refcucd my 

country from a tyrant, by the only means left to a 

flave: I know that you will blef. me for the a@t, and 
“ my memory will be facred in Sweden: let your gra- 
“ tiude to me be fhewn in fiiendfhip to my children ” 
His head was then feparated from his body, which being 
quartered, was expofed to public view. 
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Blons. On the twenty-firft, it was decreod, that all 
leoers fhould be ftopped fyom paiiing out of the 
ingdom. The king end queen were arrefied at 
Varennes. June twenty-fifth, it was decreed, among 
other things, that the king fhould return to the Tha- 
illeries, under the guard of the arr ma mses pared 
and that the king and queen {hould be heard én their 
own defence. July feventh, 1t was decreed, that all 
the people o France thould have a right to travel 
out of the kingdom, and return at their pleafare, 
September firft, the king, attended by a deputation 
of fixty members, went to the national bly, 
and, amidft the applaufes of thofe auguft fenators, 
folemnly confecrated the affent which he had given 
the preceding day, to the conftitutional a& On 
the thirtieth of the fame month, he iffued a 
clamation, in which he declared, ‘* that he Shad 
accepted the conftitution, and,that the revolution 
was completed.” In December following, the em- 
ook of Germany publithed a manifefto, wherein he 
eclared againtt Pence. To this manifefto, the 
king cf the French returned a fpirited anfwer. April 
ninetcenth, 1792, the national affembly declared war 
againft the king of Hungary. On the twelfth of 
May, it was decreed, ‘‘ That the immenfe heap of 
pers and parchments, which relate to the late no- 
ity, aud were collefted frum various monafteries, 
&c. and depotited in the church des Grandes Au- 
fujiins, fhail be burned.” Six hundred volumes 
were accordingly burned on the nineteenth of June. 
On Sunday, the fixth of Auguft, the city of Paris 
was alarmed early in the morning, by ap attempt 
made by the king to efcape from the Thuilleries, 
Upon heing recognized by a centinel, he fent for the 
mayor of Paris, and informed him, that be had 
one out folely to take the air. The king was in 
the habit of a peafant. On the following day, a 
petition, figned by feveral thoufand perfons. in the 
Champ de Mar:, and requefting the depofition of 
the king, vas prefented to the national affembly. 
Long and intcretiing debates fucceeded this im. 
portant circumftance, and on Bunday, Auguft the 
twelith, the stony fees the following : 
** Firft, the hotel o minifter of juftice tha be 
inhabited by the king. Second, he thall be fornifhed 
with a guard, fubordinate tothe mayor of Paris, and 
to the commandant of the national guard, who {hall 
be avfwerable for his fafety, and that of his family. 
Third, there fhall be a fam of five hundred thou- 


fund Lvr.s allowed to pay his expences, until the} for q fi 


moment of the national convention meeting.” The 
hotel of the mimifter of juaftice sot ap, braiaprete 
fufe place, tie Temple was afterwards nh, and 


the afflembl, puffed a decree for ing thé 
royal family to that place. It being fi - that 
feveral perlons of :ach had been concerned jn the 
robbesy of the jewel office, the convention, Sep- 


timber twenty-fuarth, decreed, “ 1. The French re- 
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public no longer acknowledges princes ; 2. The ne- 
tional convention, in'confequenge, fuppreffes all ap. 
 paell In the beginning of September, dread- 
ul commptions took place in the metropolis of France, 
on receiving intelligence of the fiege of Verdun. 
ead) on cl-mpdbabaly nar ply ily ree, that 
they forcibly entered feveral prifons, and flew a vait 
nu sll sqiteie whom they fulpedted am 

whom we princefs Lamballe, M. tmorin, 

about;three hundred ecclefiaftics who refufed to take 
the oaths preferibed by the legiflature. A few days 
after the aborg horrid m , fifty-two ftate pri- 
foners, who had been co at Orleans, were con- 
veyed to Paris, and inftantly put to death. About 
the clofe of the fame month, the French opened the 
navigation of the Scheldt. On the eleventh of De- 
¢ , the ci-devant king was carried to the bar of 
the national convention; when the reading of the 
a& of accufation againft bim by Barbaroux, was 
followed by a boos diene wherein much ca- 
lumny was ufed. After he was feated, the inftru, 
ment of accufation and the int tories were read 
by M. Maille; to all of which king returned 
{pirited and determined anfwers. On the twenty- 


xtb, he was again brought to the bar with his 
counfel, when he: was informed by the prefident, 
that the convention had decreed, ‘‘ That he thould 


be-heard definitively that day.” M. Romaine Defeze, 
one of the king’s counfel, read his defence; which 
being conciuded, the hing addreffed the convention in 
a thort but animated fj and violent 


peech, After 
debates it was.decreed, ‘* That the further difcuffion of 
en, and fhall 


the proceedin inft Lewis XVI. is o 
be veveinued withodt any other interfering, 
till jadgmest be pronounced him. On the 
fifteenth of aoaryt 1793, 8 mind Glence havin 
taken place, and the appeal nominal being finithed, 
Pi teat mont: "OF Jeon hand end forty. foe 
i - cuen @ rhy- 
members that form the convention, iz lade oot 
resol oped neh — for pe yw i el 
twenty-hx are a public u twenty- 
fix have made different Feclarations ; but not a Gngle 
og has voted for the negative.” A ferutiny, 


ver, among the votes took and on 
feventeenth, the prefident made ibe folowing decla- 
ration: ‘ That out of feven hundred and twenty-one 


votes, Fase Gripes er and ficty-fir were for 
t and nineteen for tmprifonmeni, eight 
ae fion of the execution of ds fentence of 
after the expulfion of the family of the 
gus. fwenty-three were for not putting him to 
death, Ralefs the French territory was invaded 
; power, and one was for death, but 


punithment.” After this enumera- 
tion, the ipaehoor aalasoatr pn dugg prvtitin, ber 
voice, faid: “In confequence of this, 1 declare, 

the punifiment pronounced by the national conven- 


tion 
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tion againft Lewis Capet, is DEATH!” On the 
nineteenth, it was decreed by the national conven; 
‘tion, that the fentence paffed upon Lewis XVI. 
fhould be put in execution within twenty-four hours. 
Three hundred and eighty voted for immediate 
death, and three hundred and ten for a fufpenfion 
of the fentence. On the twenty-firft, the French 
king -was executed in the Plate de Revolution, in 
the thirty-eighth year of his age. Lewis XVI. was 
beheaded by an inflrument now too well known to 
require a defcription. On the’ thirtieth of March, a 
decree of accufation was pafied ageinft general Du- 
mourier, (one of the miott (kilful officers that ever 
took upon himfelf the command of an army,) and 
four commiffioners, with Bournonville, the minifter 
at war, were fent to arreft him. Having founded 
the a potas of his army, and declared his inten- 
tions, be arrefted the commiffioners, whom he fent 
prifoners to al Clairfayt, and made a temporary 
truce with the Auftrians, Let us now refume our 
general narrative. ‘i 

In December, 1791, the miniftry began to be 
alarmed at the growth of republicanifm, from its 
rapid progrefs in France; and, to prevent any dif- 
orders, the Tower was put in a pofture of defence, 
the Bank double guarded, the environs of the ca- 
pital billeted with foldiery, aud feveral regiments of 
cavalry ordered into the neighbourhood of Londen. 
On the thirteenth of the fame month, his majefty 
repaired to the houfe of peers, and opened the 
fellion with .a fpeech from the throne, breathing hof- 
tilities againft Frence, and propofing an augmenta- 
tion of the army and navy to check their proceed- 
ings, as well as to curb that {pirit of tumult in this 
eo which began to be truly alarming. A 
meifage to this effe&, from his majefty, delivered to 
the fpeaker by Mr. Dundas, was read from the chair, 
the members being uncovered. After a debate on 
the fubje& of his majefty’s meffage, the chancellor 
of the exchequer moved, ‘¢ That an humble addrefs 
be ted to his majefty, thanking him for his 
mofi gracious communications to the houfe, and 
affuring him of their zeal and réadinefs to furnith 
that augmentation of forces required by his majefty 
for the eel aay fated in the meflage.” 

In debating on this motion, Mr. Fox declared that 
he thould fhrink from his duty to his conftituents, and 
to the people at large, if he did not deprecate a war 
with France as the greateft calamity in which this 
nation could be involved. The death of the French 
king, he confidered as an event as difpraceful as the 
pace of hiftory. could furuith ; notwithitanding which, 

did not fee the propriety of the parliament of 
Great Dritain-exprefling any opinion on this public 
aét, unlefs it was alledged as a ground affeCing this 
country. if 

About this time, the king ordered a circular letter 
to be fent ta the bifhops, césamanding them to caufe 
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colleétions to be made in every parifh throughout 
England, for the relief of the Breach ciaierant elergy ; 

when fuch a vaft fum of money was colleéted as to 

forni(h ant additional proof of the generofity and li- 

berality of the Enplith. A convention was alfo figned 

in April, between the kings of England and Sardinia, 

wherein his Britannic majefty engaged to pay two 

hundred thoyfand pounds per annum, during the 

continuance of the war, to the king of Sardinia. 

The bufinefs of the feffion being clofed, the king 
addreffed the houfe of peers on the twenty-firft of 
June, mentioning his having concerted with other 
aon for the efle&tual profecution of the war, and 

ttering himfelf with the befl profpeé of a happy 
iffue to the important conteft in which we were en- 
gaged ; recommending perfeverance in vigorous ex- 
ertion, for the reftoration of peace un fuch terms as 
might he confiftent with our permanent fecurity, and 
with the general tranquillity of Europe. The par- 
liament was then prorogued to the thirteenth of 
Auguft next enfuing. 

n the firft of the enfuing February, war againft 
Great Britain and Holland was decreed in the French 
national convention; foon after which the duke of 
York proceeded to Holland to take the command of 
the Britith forces, deftined to ferve in the enfuing 
campaign on the continent, in conjunétion with the 
allies againft the French. After eagaging in feveral 
hazardous enterprizes, the flrong and important 
town of Valenciennes became an objc& of his at- 
tention, the fiege of which commenced on the four- 
teenth of June. 

The ifland of Tobago, in the Weft Indies, which 
had been ceded to Great Britain at the peace of 
1763, and returned to the French by the treaty of 
ee in 1783, was fuccefsfully attacked by a {mall 

tachment of Britifh forces under the command of 
major-general Cuyler, in April this year. ‘The whole 
of the Britith force, deftined for the redu@ion of 
this important ifland, confiited of about five hundred 
men. In this expedition, the Englifh had three men 
killed, and twenty-five wounded, and the French 
had fifteen killed and wounded. On the fourteenth 
of May, the fall iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon 
were alfo taken by the aro under brigadier- 

eneral Ogilvy and captain Affleck. Thefe iflands 
bad been ceded to the French by Great Britain, at 
the peace of 17163, for the purpofes of curing and 
drying their fith. 

he Nymph frigate, captain Pellew, of thirty-fix 

» arrived at Portfmouth, on the twentieth of 
Faia, with the Cleopatra French frigate, of the fame 
force, which fhe captured on the morning of the 
preceding day, off the Start, after a moft fevere 
aftion of fifty minutes. The Cleopatra was a com- 
modore of five other frigates, fent to prote& the 
trade of France, which had feparated from the fleet, 


and, on coming within hail of the Nymph, are 
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her three cheers. coming fairly and by confent into 
aftion. The tirft broadfide from the French frigate 
cleared captain Pellew’s forecaftle, and towards the 
clofe of the a&tion, the Cleopatra's wheel was that 
away, and the fell on the Nvmplys quarter: 
the Enclith, with infinite a ’ 


nd 
boarded the enemy, and cut every thing “ before 
them. Upwards of feventy of the French fell in 
poending, and the killed or mortaliy wounded in the 
French thip amounted to ninety. The chief captain 
of the Cleopatra was fatally wounded in the 
aGion, and did not dive to fe is colours ftruck : 
the ivcond captain alfo died of hiswopnds. The 
Nymph allo futfered f s haying the boat{wain, 
four midthipmen, aud twenty-two feamen kiHed ; 
and the fecond lieutenant, the lieutenant of marines, 
and twenty-two feamen and mari woutided. The 
Cleapatra’s mizenmaft was carried away about twelve 
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tional convention, the Aboktion of Royalty in France 
was decreed by acclamation: and on the following 
day, it was ordered that all public a@s thould be 
ted The Fivft Kear, Ke. oF the French Repubiic. 
finer was the democracy declared, than the 
genuine republicen fpirit thone forth, in the anfwer 
given By the French to the Praffian king, refufing 
to treat, ti the enemy had evacuated the territories 
rt was circulated through 


of thtapiullic. A 
Eu the French general had laid down his 
arth, “exter fiten treachery, or defpair; and that 
the Profiaedfie advanced with 


vy. ithin ten leagues of 

» Ww, y fuddenly — the tefolution 
of an ingloricds retreat. Pruffia offered to with- 
draw her armies, and enter into an alliance with 
on condition that due regard was {hewn to 


the French king in the new order of affairs. This 
was refafed: the Pruffians and Auftrians retreated ; 


feet from the deck; her jib-boom, with part of her and France iammediately commenced her career of, 


bowiprit and head. went into the water, and her 
fail, and ngging were thot te pieses. The Nymph 
was alfo wounded 1n her hull and fhafts, but captain 
Pellew’s judicious management prevented her from 
hema feverely injured, 

Hottihtics were preparing on the part of Aufiria, 
Pruilia, Sardinia, &c. and France manifefted a de- 
termination to oppof the united attacks of all de- 
fpottc fovereignss War and defolation now com- 
menced their ravages. and fuch enterprizes have 
been achieved as have thrown all Europe into a con- 
iternation. 

Dumouricr, who fucceeded to Favette’s command, 
had the reputation of being intrepid, cool, and fen- 
fiblc, and an officer of great military talents. Mean- 
while the advance of the combined armies through 
the deferts of Champagne, demanded every precau- 
tion. A camp was formed at Chalons, 
Luchner wa, to fupply the armies of Dumotrier, 
Kellerman, and Bournonville, with reinforcements, 
and fuppurt them in cafe of a defeat. Yet it was 
computed, at this critical time, that thefe three 
armies did not exceed forty thoufand men, of whom 
Damourier had vy beecre spray aborts rier 
Kellerinan were fcparately attac the eneiyy ; 
the affault of the jase Dan sg the twen- 
tuth of September, was formilable, and repelled 
with great flull and courage. The former ordered 
Chalons to be evacuated, and feized u 
tion at St. Menehoud, between Clalons and Verdun : 
the Pruffian, advanced to Flans; a decifive engage- 
ment was daily exprétedy and the deftruétion of the 
French armies was con as inevitable... 

Such was the fituation of affairs when the na- 
tional convent: 
firft of Septem’ The affembly v re- 
figued the faperintendence of publ'c bufineds, whic 
had excesded its capacity and powers, into new 
hands. On. the firft day of the meeting of the ne- 


aficmbled ut Paris, on the twenty. ” 


"at leaft, temporary fuceels. 


"Tie retreat of the Pruffians and Auftrians was fol- 
lowed by the re-capture of Verdun and Longwy, 
and the raifing of the fieges of Thionville and Cite, 
after a fourth part of the latter city had been de- 
ftroyed by the Aaftrians. The mvafion of Savoy 
was now projettel. On the twenty-firlt of Sep- 
tember, general Montcfyuieuw entered the Savoyard 
territories, feized on the frontier pofts and caftles 
without refiftance, and two days after took Mont- 
melian and Chamberry; and all Savoy foon fol- 
lowed ; but no military glory cowld be acquired, as 
there was no refiftance. After t-declarations 
that the French would in futurg saver into no war, 
with any view to conqueft, thelr ¢eondu@ in this re- 
fpe& was abfurd and impolitic ; it fabjef&ed them to 

merited reproach, that, under the pretence of 
liberty, they maintained the deftruGive maxims of 
their ancient government. Any further tranfagtions 
in the fouth are hardly entitled to narration. Ad- 
miral Truywet, commanding a fquadron in the Me- 
diterranean, captured Nice, Villa Franca, and the 
fortrefs of Montalban, belonging to the Sardinian 


kin . 

Having thus concifely mentioned the progrefs of 
the arms of France in the fouth, théis more furpriz- 
ing faccefs in Raly, Germany, and the Netherlands, 
demands attention. The king of Sardinia, having 
entened into the confederacy, was punifhed with the 
lofs ef thé duchy of Savoy. The conqueft of Savoy 
wignot much regarded; but when general Cuftine 
began his soquifitions in Germany, cvery eye was 
tarned to the rapidity and insportance of his pro- 
fs, tH diverted by the wonders of Dumouricr. 
ivi yielded to the French arms on the thirteenth 

mber, and Worms foon followed. Cufting, 
parfuing his courfe along the Ictt fhore of the Raine, 
next captared Mentz, and afterwands Frankfort ¢ but- 
the latter was {peedily retaken, * 
€ 
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The conqueft of the Auftrian New 
another grand obje&. Towards the conclufion of 
Oober, Dumourier publifhed his manifefto to the 


inhabitants of the Netherlands, declaring his inten- 
their territories to ere& the tree of . 
liberty, and deliver them from the Auftrian yoke; | 
and promifing that, if they would eftablih the fove. . 
satel of the people, and renounce the Yway of 
de 


tion of enterin 


pots, the French would become their, brethren, 

friends, and fupporters. This hed ‘vaunt- 

ingly propofed to pafs his Chriftmas at Bkafiels ; 

but he was afterwards found to have heen in ¢ : 

for that city was aétually in his hands by the four- 
a 


teenth of November. vin er- 
lands og the firft or fecond of that month, an 
army of forty thoufand men, and with a for- 


midable train of artillery, repeated enga ts 
with the Auftrian army, commtanded by uke of 
Saxe-Tefvhen, and by general Beaulieu, took place 
on the firft five days, . At length, on the fixth of 
November, a decifive battle was fought at eee i 
or Genappe, which decided the fate of the Nether- 
lands. After an obftinate defence, the Auftrians 
‘retired at two o'clock in the utmoft diforder: their 
lofs in the various engagements, amounted to about 
four thoufand killed and wounded, befides about 
‘fifteen hundted prifoners and deftrters. The killed 
and wounded among the French did not exceed one 
thoufand. . 
Dumourier advancing, took poffeffion of the neigh- 
bouring town of Mons. Touruay furrendered to a 
detachment, on the eighth of November. Dumou- 
rier proceeded to Brufels, where, after an indecifive 
engagement between his van and the Auftrian rear, 
he was received with acclamations dh the fourteenth 
of that month. Ghent, Charleroi, sash Malines 
or Mechlin, Louvain, Oftend, Nainur ; and in fhort, 
all the Auftrian Netherlands, except Luxemburgh, 
fucceffively followed the example of the capital. 
Ruremond, the principal city of Auftrian Guelder- 
land, fubmitted to Miranda on the eleventh of De- 
cember. : 

Antwerp having yielded to the French arms, then, 
in qrder to conciliate the Belgians, the opening of 
the navigation of the Scheldt, fhut up by the ie 
of Munfter, in 1648, was projeéted and’ ordered. 
The Dutch confidered this meafure as injurious to 
their trade, becaufe Antwerp might prove a dan- 
gerous rival to Amfterdam. The firft inclination 
manifefted by Great Britain to break with France, 
regarded the navigation of the Scheldt. The court 
of St. James's dec an alliance with the Dutch, 
and the French formally iffued a declaration of war 
againft Great Britain. 

Before we narrate the reverfe of fortune refpeé- 
ing Dumourier, we fhall notice the bombardment of. 
Cagliari, the capital of Sardinia, under the command 
of admiral Truquet, but the adiniral failed in his at- 
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tempt. This difafter, however, was trivial, com- 
pared with the hafty retreat and final defe&tion of 
eae Dumourier in the Netherlands. Soon after 
hat general quitted Holland, and affumed the com- 
mand of the difconcerted armics of Valence and 
» the forces of the prince of Cobourg 

and bee Clairfait attacked him with a vigour 
whiclf aftonithed him, he having but a few months 


| before, driven the fame troops out of France, and 
| theough the Netherlands intoGermany. He beheld, 


with difmay, the laurels of Jemappe wither on the 
plains of Tiyleing 
On the fourteetith of March *, the Imperialifts ad- 
yanced mena ine, and were attacked b 
ge Duniéerien, on the fifteenth and the follow- 
ing days: ‘the firft attempts were fuccef-ful, the Auf 
trians’ advaticed were obliged to ret:re to St. 
Tron through Tirlemont, which they had already 
paffled. On the eighteenth, a gencral engagement 
enfued, the French atmy being covered by Dormacel, 
and on the right by Landen: the a€tion continued 
with great obftinacy, from feven in the morning till 
five in the evening, when the French were obliged 
to fall back, and the Auftrian cavahy coming up, 
put them entirely to flight: the lof, on both fides 
was confiderable. About this time, Dumourier de- 
feribed the army as in a ftate of the utmoft diforder, 
and having provifions only for ten days: he faid, it 
vas impottible for him to flop the progreis of the 
enemy, who, without amufing themfelves with fieges, 
might, with an army of twenty thoufand cav: eb 
lay wafte and reduce to afhes all that part of the 
country, which lies in the vicinity of the metropols. 
Such is the outline of affairs preceding the defettion 
of that celebrated general from the republicans of 
France, whofe conduéé and not their cau/e, he feems 
to have difapproved. 
vinced that no reliance was to be placed upon 
the anajority of his army, Dumourier, with two re- 
iments of horfe, and accompanied by young Ega- 
ité, and fome.other officers, determined to repair 
to the enemy at Mons. His condu& has created 
many conjectures and fufpicions: he has fince a 
peared in Switzerland, England, &c. but hardly 
any may feems inclinable to encourage him. 
Amidft the accumulation of external misfortunes, 
France was at this period internally agitated by the 
moft formidable infurre&tions in different Ss; a 
ag number of royalifts affembled on the banks of 
the Loire, and threatencd the redu&ion of Nantz. 
In the department of Vendee, they affumed the de- 
nomination of the Chriftian army; many fkirmithes 
took piace between thefe and the republican troops, 
in which both parties were occafionally victorious 
Roberfpierre and Marat were now accufed, in the con- 
vention, of having egdited the peaple to murder, 
with an intention of afpiring to a AS @atorthip or tri- 
umvirate. ‘They beth anfwered very equivocally, . 
$ T General 
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General Cuftine, finding Mentz clofely befieged 
by the forces of the hing of Pruflia, attempted to 
fuccour it on the nineteenth of May, and fuccceded 
beyond his expetation. He advanced at the head 
of a very mumerous army, and attacked general 
Wuarmfer, whom, after a vigorous refiftance, he 
obliged to retire beyond Queich. He afterwards, 
with part of his forces, attacked the Pruflian corps, 
commanded by the hereditary prince of Hohenloe, 
at Carlfberg, to the duchy of Deux Ponts, when the 
latter, attera brave refiftance, was obliged to yield to 
fuperior numbers, and abandon that important poft *. 

A\ particular enumeration of the a@ions which fol- 
lowed, between the combined armies and the French 
republic, would be uninterefti Many of them 
Were trifling and indecifive, and the defeats and vic- 
turies were fo nearly equal on each fide, that it could 
not with certainty be pronounced on which fide the 
advantages predominated ; till on the tenth of July, 
the governor of Condé confented to furrender that 
place to the Imperial forces, under the command of 
the prince of Wirtemberg, by whom it had been lor 
blockaded. This was deemed a conqueft of the utmo 
importance, Condé being one of the ftrongeft places 
ef the fronticr, requiring only a fmall garrifon for its 
defence, commanding the navigation of the Scheldt, 
and facilitating any future operation. This acqui- 
fition was fucceeded by another of very great im- 
portance: on the twenty-eighth of the fame month; 
the town and caftle of Valenciennes furrendered to 
tne combinca army, under the command of his royal 
highnels the duke of York +. 

His royal highnefs, after fevcral lefs important ex- 
plows, u.tended on the twenty-fourth of Auguft to 
attack the cnemy, who were then pofted at fome dif- 
tance from Dunkirk, in order to obtain poffeflion of 
the ground which it was neceffary to oceupy pre- 
vious to the fiege of that place. The enemy haftened 
the execution of his defign, by nr pag the ont. 
pofts between the canal of Furnes and the ica. Lied- 
tenant-general Dalton advanced with the referve, 
which was encamped on that fide, to their fupport; 
the enemy were repulfed, and driven with lofs into 
the town; one piece of cannon, and 2 few prifoners 
were taken. The ardour of the troops carried them 
farther in the a than was intended, in confe- 
quence of which they, came under the cannon of the 
place, and fuftained a confiderable lofs. . Licutenant- 
general Dalton, was killed with a cannon fhot, to- 
wards the conclufion of “the attack. The duke had 


* The States General, aboug this time, prefented a re- 
ply to a memorial of Jord Auckland, of the eighteenth, 
exprefiive of their moft grateful remembrance of the 
carncitnefs and prompttude of the duke of York and his 
troops in their caufe. Their high mightineflesyave the 
n.olt folemn afiurances, that they would exert all their ef- 
forts tv combat an enemy, which they regarded not only 
as the enemy of Holland, but of the human race; as has- 
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alfo to Jament the lofs of lientenanf-coloncl Fld, of: 
the Colditream regiment, and of other valuable men. 

The pofition afterwards taken by the duke of 
York, was judicious and favourable to the befievers.' 
Tt was between the canal leading from Dunkirk to 
Furnele, and the fea-coatt. 

An unfortunate event took place on the cighth of 

ber. The Hanoverian general Freytag was 
fiercely attached by the French army in the neigh- 
bourheod, and compelled to retreat with great lof. 
He, *.and prince Adolphus, the younger fon of 
George HI. were made prifoners in their retreat, but 
were rtunely refcued by a detachment. The 
duke of York’s right wing was harraffed by a fally ; 
but, on, this, and fome other occafions, he drove 
thesenomy back into the town. A defpair of fuc- 
cefk, however, induced them to defift from the fiege ; 
and his artillery and ammunition fell into the hands 
of the efemy. The lofs fuftained was about fifteen 
hundred in killed and wounded, among whom were 
many gallant officers. The enemy, however, was 
fuppofed to have fuffered in a greater degree. His 
royal highnefs fent two battalions of Heffians to gc- 
neral Walmoden’s fupport ; but, finding that aid to 
be ineffef&tual, he was reduced to the neceffity of 
colle&ing his whole force, by abandoning the pofi- 
tion he had taken near Dunkirk. Thirty-two of the 
heavy guns, and part of the ftores provided for the 
fiege, were left behind, there being no poffibility of 
ing them off. The French were commanded 
by general Houchard. And it isa fat, well efta- 
blitied, that Houchard, for fuffering the befieged 
force to efcape deftruf&tion, was put to death by the 
tyranny of the convention. 

Intelligence was about this time received from ad- 
miral ford Hood, commander of bis majefty’s fhips 
in the Mediterrancan, that an intercourfe had taken 
pee between his lordfhip and the commiffioners 

m Teulon and Marfeilles ; and by fubfequent ac- 
counts it appeared, that the treaty relative to Toulon 
was brouglit to a conclufion; and on the twenty- 
eighth of Auguit, lord Hooil's flcet landed fifteen, 
hundred men, and took poffetlion of the batteries at 
the mouth of the harbour. The French flect haylec 
into the inner road; and on the, twenty-ninth ‘the 
Britifh fleet and the fleet of Spain, which joined the 
fame day, anchored in the outer road of Toulon. 
Several declarations and proclamations were iflued, 
by Jerd Hood on this occafion, which are too unin- 
terefling to obtain a placein our hiltory}. .. 

“ Towards 
ing formed the project of deroying the happinefs of civil 
fuciety, weve annihilation of all, the principles of reli- 
gion, juice, and humanity. 

$ The delay of naval pronereiics for the fiege, and fhe 
neceflity of waiting for heavy artillery, enabled the ene- 
my to makeuinple provi for the defence of the town, ’ 

t On the fixteenth of October, 1793, was guillotiped at 
Patis, in her thirty-e.ghth year, (having been bon 7 
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Towards the clofe of November, the French opened | 
a confidcrable battery on the heights of Arenes, | 
againft Toulon ; and the allied troops, by mifunder- 
ftanding their movements, were obliged to quita poft - 
they had acquired in great diforder, and with con- 
fiderable lofs. Lieutenant-general O’Hara, who was 
involved in the confequence of this miftake, was 
wounded in the arm and taken prifoner, and in this 
and other confliés, no fmall lofs was fuftaincd by 
the allies. Many gallant officers fuffered upon this oc- 
cafion. After feveral other difaflers here, Jord Hood 
fent intelligence to England, dated -Vi&orv, Hieres 
bay, December twentieth, 1793, that he had been 
obliged to evacuate Toulon, and to retire from the 
harbour to that anchorage. But as they conceived 
themfelves authorifed by the laws of war, to inflié& 
on the enemy all the mifchief in their pow€r, they 
diftinguifhed their retreat by conflagration and ha- 
voc. Sir Sidney Smith engaged in the arduous tafk 
of burning the ftore-houfes and fhips, amidft an un- 
ceafing firing from the approaching foe. Three fhips 
of the line, tour frigates, and many floops were ad- 
ded to the Britifh fleet *, Ten of the enemy’s fhips 
of the line in the arfenal, with the maft-houfe, great 
‘ftore-honfe, hemp-houfe, and other buildings, were, 
however, firft totally deftroyed; and, before day- 
psht, all his majefty’s fhips, with thofe of Spain and 

he two Sicilies, were out of the reach of the enemy’s 
fhot and fhells, except the Robufte, which was to rg- 
ceive captain Elphiniione, and fhe followed {oon after 
without a fhot ftriking her. 

In opening a new feffion of parliament on the 
twenty-firft of January +, -his majefty made favour- 
able mention of the advantages gained upon the 
whole, by the allied armies; and that even the tem- 
porary poffeffion of the town and port of Toulon, had 
grcatly diftreffed the operations of the enemy. He 
recommended a fteady perfeverance in {o juft and ne- 
ceffary a war on our part, till it fhall be terminated 
by an honourable and permanent pcace. “It only 


vember fecond, 1755,) Maria Antoinette, the beautiful 
widow of the late French king Lewis XVI. She was 
archduchefs of Auftria, and fifler of Leopold If. emperor 
of Germany, and was married to the king of France in 
1770. This unfortunate princefs had been condemned 
on the preceding day, by the revolutionary tribunal, as 
‘¢ Guilty of having been acceffary to, and having co-ope- 
“rated in, different manwuvres again{ft the liberty of 
“France, of having entertained a correfpondence with 
“the enemies of the republic; of having participated in 
‘*a plot tending to kindle civil war in the intcrior of the 
“republic, by arming citizens againft cach other,” and 
of other crimes too horrid and iji-founded to be here 
mentioned. When the fcntence of the tribunal was’ 
read, the queen caft down her eyes, and did rot afler- 
wards lift themup. “ Have you nothing to reply, upon 
« the determination of the law ?” faid the prefident to her. 
‘6 Nothing,” the replied. # Nor you her official defend- 
“ors?” © Our miffion, (faid they) is fulfilled, with re- 
“fo. @ ta the widow Capet.” The execution too’ | lace at 
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* vemains for us (faid he) to perferere in our united 
‘ exertions: their dilcontinuance or relaxation 
‘€ could hardly procure even a {hort interval of de- 
“ lufive repofe, and could never terminate in fecu- 
rity or peace.” He farther faid, “¢ Although I 
‘¢ cannot but regret the neceflary continuance of the 
“ war, I fhould ill confult the effential intereft of my 
‘© nedple, if I were defiraus of peace on any grounds 
*¢ exclufive of a due provifion for their permanent 
“ fafety, aud fge the independence and fecurity of 
‘* Europe.” ‘ 
An addrefs of thanks to his majefty for his mo 
oo fpeéch, was moved by the carl of Stair in 
the houfe of lords, and lord Clifden in the houfe of 
commons. The carl of Guildford propofed an amend- 
ment to the former, and wifhed for a fpeedy nego- 
tiation, as we had rufhed into. the war without ne- 
ceffity ; and Mr. Fox to the lattcr ; but on a divifion, 
the addrefs was carried by ninety-feven againft twelve 
in the upper houfe, and by two hundred and feventy- 
feven againft fifty-nine in the houfe of commons. 
The Weft Indics now claims our attention; by a 
Ictter from fir Charles Grey to the right hon. Henry 
Dundas, dated Fort Royal, Martinico, March 25, 
1794, intelligence was received at the court of St. 
James’s, that a complete conquelt had been made of 
the ifland of Martintco; the laft and moft important 
fortrefs of Fort Bourbon having furrendered to his 
majeity’s arms, at four o'clock in the afternoon of 
the twenty-third of the fame month. Sir Charles 
Grey landed with a refpe€table force on the ifland of 
Martinique, while fir John Jervis fuperintended the na~ 
val operations. Several ftrong polts were foon leized, 
aud the redu&ion of Pigcon ifle opened the bay and 
harbour of Fort Royal to the fhipping. Very few 
men were killed or wounded in this enterprize. ‘I'he 
; olga of Fort Béurbon, amounting to nine hun- 
red men, marched out prifoners of war, laying 
down their arms on the parade of Fort Roval, and 
were embarked for France immediately. fs ma- 


half after eleven o’clack in the forenoon. As foon as the 
queen left the Conciergerie, to afcend the fcaffold, the 
multitude aflembled in the courts and ftreets, cried out 
Bravo! Maria An'oinette was clad in a white loofe diefs,. 
and her hands were tied behind her back. She loo.ed 
firmly round on all fides. She was ac.ompanicd by the 
depofed curate of St. Landry, a conftitutional pric‘; and 
on the {caffold preferved her natural dignity of mind. 

About this time John Froft was indicted and tied for 
uttering the following feditinus words at the Perc vy Coftce- 
houfe. ‘Iam for equality: I fee no reafon why one 
*¢ man fhould be greater than another. I would have no 
“ king, and the conflitution of this coantry is a bad ove.” 
He was found guilty in the court of King’s Bench betuie 
lord Kenyon. 

“It atterwards appeared in the London Gazette that 
fome of the fhips alerted to have been buined, fo.med a 
part of the French navy in 1795. 

+ A.D, 179b 
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jefty’s troops having marched in, ftruck the French | 
and hoifted the Britith colours, and changed the name / 
from Fort Bourbon to that of Fort George. Major- | 
aoe Dundas and prince Edward landed in St. 
ucia without any lofs, and proceeded to the inveft- 
ment of La Morne Fortunee; Lieutenant-colonel 
Coote ftormed a redoubt and two batteries; and the 
dread of an affault on the fort accelerated a {urrender. 

The armies of the combined powers, commanded 
by the duke of York, obtained a confiderable advan- 
tage near Cateau on the fixteenth of the following 
month; and on the twenty-fecond, the hereditary 
prince of Orange made a general attack upon the 
pofts which the enemy occupied in the front of Lan- 
drecy, and fucceeded in getting pofieiion of them 
all; and in taking by ftorm their intrenched camp, 
and a very ftrong redoubt which they had thrown u 
at the village of Eloques, within fix hundred vars 
of the place. 

The duke of York, in a letter to the right hon. 
Henry Dundas, dated April 36, Heights above Ca- 
teau, fays, “ It is from the field of battle that I have | 
‘+ the fatisfaétion to acquaint you with the glorious . 
‘¢ fuccefs, which the army under tiny command have 
‘‘had this day. At day-break, this morning, the 
‘¢ enemy attacked me on all fides. After a fhort but 
“‘ fevere confli&, we fucceeded, in repulfing them, 
‘¢ with confiderable flaughter. The enemy’s general 
“ Chapuy, is taken prifoner, and we are mafters of 
ys shitty ive pieces of the enemy's cannon. The be- 
‘¢ haviour of the Britifh cayalry has been beyond all 
** praife !” 

About the fame time general count Kinkfly, and 
major-general rde, after driving the enemy 
with great flaughter from Prifches, purfued them as 
far as day-light would permit, and teok from them 
twenty-two tare of cannon. 

General Cla:rfait received a check from the 
at Moncron, and was forced to retire with the lofs-of 
{ome cannon and tumbrils; but to atone for this dif- 
after, Landrecy furrendered to the dake of York on 
the thirtieth of April. His royal highnefs foon after 
repulfed twenty thoufand of the enemy near Tour- 
nay, taking from them thirteen pieces of cannon and 
four hundred prifoners. A few days after, the ifl- 
and of St. Lucie furrendered to his majefty’s forces, 
under the command of fr John Jervis, K. B. Gua- 
daloupe and its dependencies foon followed the ex- 
ample, and furrendered to the Britith arms, 

To retaliate for this, however, the blican 
troops gained a confiderable edvantage-over the duke 
of York near Tgurnay in the beginning of May, and 
the duke eleapel with extreme difficulty ; but to- 
wards the conclufion of the month, general count 
Kaunitz attacked the French army which had paffed 
the Sambre, defeated them, and obliged them to 
pafs in great confufion over the river. The enemy 
loft near fifty pieces of cannon, and above five thou- 
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fand men, threc thoufand of whom were taken pri- 
foners ; the lof of the Auftrians was ineonider tile, 
Madame Elizabéth, the ill-fated fifter of Lewis 
XVI. fell a viétim to the fanguinary fyftem of re- 
publicanif on the tenth of May. She was followed 
to the-feaffold by twenty-five perfons, condemned at 
the fame time ; but was not fuffered to fall under the 
ye od the fatal axe, till the heads of all her fellow. 
futk ere, had been fevered from their bodies. ‘That 
amiable peincefs did not fuffer for any crimes of her 


evn for the offences of others, which were 
| frlfaly _ toher. Having afcended the feaf- 
fold, a. omtiaged in prayer till the moment when 
the _ "aladt her head to the enfanguined inftru- 
t, the advanedd with perfe refignation, with a 
Sake a itpired y teligign, Mind perfely 
to the 6 ence, Thus died 

Elizabeth Phi 


thé amitble Eliza Maria of France 
after having lived, with an unfullied reputation. 
thirt yearend feven days, . 
Mollendorf, on the fourteenth of May, 
furprifed the French in their entrenchments near May- 
ence, and defcated them with flaughter. The 
ee ned — of -“ thoufand killed, two 
ou en prifoners, eighteen pieces of ca 

and wo howitzer ae eas pi 
ious -firft of June firmly eftablithed. 
the lanrels on the brow of admiral earl Howe. He 
was cruizing off the coaft of Bretagne, when he was 
informed that the French admiral, Villaret Joycufe, 
had failed from the harbour of Breft.. Having ap- 
proached the enemy to the weftward of Ufhant, rear- 
admiral Paifley brikly attacked the rear, and a fpi- 
Tited en enfued on the following day, the 
nautical fkill of the veteran Howe having obtained 
the weather-gage, Three days afterwards the French 
were brought to a clofe aftion. The enemy's force, 
baiting of twenty-fix fhips of the line, oppofed 
his majelty's fleet of twenty-five. The admural, in 
the Queen Charlotte, difplayed great {kill and intre- 
ang in breaking theenemy’s line. Captain Berke- 
ey, Mariborough, after faftaining a dan- 
gerous conflict with two thips, difabled one and re- 
pelled the other. Captain Hervey, in the Brunfwick, 
rer feveral {hips with undaunted valour, and had 
4 viglent conteft with the Vengeur, whofe crew yo- 
ota oe ; but a bi captain could 
prevent her finking. y of the French were 
however, faved by the humanity of their adverfarics, 
but about ata hundred of preg) arta in the ocean, 
in Montague was the only officer of rank 

who fell in this afzon ; but admiral Graves received 
a wou the urm ; and the rear-adagrals ee 


and » and captain Hutt of the Queen 
‘each a leg taken off. The names and forces of the 
French {hips ca by lord Howe, are La Juifte, 
eg ; Pareille, eighty ; 1’ Amerique, 
feventy-four; ['Achylle, feventy-four ; Northum- 
2 berland, 
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berland, feventy-four; I'impetueux, feventy-four ; | 
the Vengeur, feventy-four, in which fix hundred 
and ninety were killed, and five hundred and.eighty 
wounded. This fplendid vi&tory added to the re- 
nown of our naval countrymen, and fwelled the 
hearts of our people with joy and fatisfaGion. 

An account of the furrender of the town and forts 
of Baftia, and confequently of the whole ifland of 
Corfica, was received from lord Hood during the 
‘ime of the general joy for lord Howe’s fuccefs upon 
he ocean. General Paoli, having exercifed his influ- 
2nce over his countrymen, the fovereignty of the ifl- 


ind was voted, in a regular aflembly, to be transfer- 
red to the king of Great Britain. Sir Gilbert Elliot, 


in the royal name, ascepted the offer; but the fuc- 
cefs of lord Howe's fleet excited ftronger emotions 
of joy than the addition of Corfica to the territories 
of the Britifh fovereign. 

The fall of Roberfpierre was now determined in the 
National Convention. Billaud Varennes delivered a 
fpeech in the Tribune, replete with inveétive, de- 
nouncing Roberfpierre as afpiring at the di@ator- 
we and endeavouring to deftrey mary members of 
JP convention. ‘I, therefore,” faid he, ‘ pro- 
claim the tyranny of Roberfpierre.” Loud and re+ 
pees burfts of applanfe refounded in the hall. Ro- 

erfpierre attempted to fpeak, but in vain, in confe- 
quence of the vociferous exclamations from every 
quarter, of ‘“‘ Down with the tyrant! Down with the 
pom ! Tallien, in a fpeech of confiderable length, 
ollowed Billaud Verennes ; and the arreft of Rober- 
{pierre, the elder, Roberipierre, the younger, and {e- 
veral others, was immediately decreed. A decree of 
arreft was alfo paffed againft Henriot, commandant 
of the armed force at Parjs, and others of the'crea- 
tures of Roberfpierre. Roberfpicrie was then feat prt 
foner to the Luxembourg. A decree of ou 
was alfo pafied againft hm. Leonard Rourden, bay 
ing fhortly after afcended the Tribune, informed 
the convention-of Roberfpierre’s being feized in the 
hall of the commune, by a gens @arme, then at his 
fide: Roberfpierre had been armed with a knife, 
which the gens d’arme immediately wrefted from 
him! So great was the abhorrence of the convention 
to the tyrant, that they would not fuffer him or hs 
aceomakees to appear at the bar, but, in obedience 
to their decree of outlaw ry, immediately ordered him 


to the place of execution, where, in conjunétion : 


with twenty others, he fell a yiétun to his own cru- 
elty and ambition. 

To fignal vittories, a remarkable change took 
place in the flate of atlairs in the Weit Indies. The 
farce originally feut ont under fir Charles Grey, and 
fir John Jervis, was comparatively fmall, confidering 
the magnitude of the underteking ; and the yellow 
fever, with other difeafes fo fatal to European con- 
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On the third of June, a French fquadron of thi 
a red off the ifland of Guadalon e, and i 
feged an intention of attacking fort Fleur d’ Epee. 
Afcordingly on the fifth, they loaded thirteen boats 
with men, and on the following day, attacked the 
fort, which they carried by ftorm, when the Englifh 
garrifén retreated with confiderable lof to fort Louis,’ 
and afterwards retired to Baffeterre. The fort being 
no longer tenable, thcy found it expedient to retire 
in the might. The French commiffioner ViGor 
Hughes, a man of uncommon enterprize and daring 
courage, made avery neceflary arrangement both for 
defence and attack. Sir Charles Grey, on the other 
hand, was equally aétive ; he failed from St. Kitt’s 
with all the troops he could colle&, on a fhort notice, 
and lahded on the mneteenth at Guadaloupe, under 
cover of the Englith fleet. 

On the pean fark of June, the national con- 
ventian received information, that gencral Picheaiu 
had pufhed his advanced pofts # far as Ghent, and 
that he had taken from the enemy ten picces of can- 
non, and fix hundred prifoners. That the enemy, 
reinforced by twenty thoufand Pruflians, with an 
army of one hundred thoufand men, under the prince 
of Cobourg, had in vain attempted to reheve Char- 

‘leroi. That vi&tory had remained long fufpended, 
and nothing was to be feen but flain and combatants, 
in this memorable battle which w&s fought in the 
plains of Flurus: in which about nine thoufand of the 
allicd troops were kWled, wounded, ahd taken pri- 
foners, It alfo facilitated a jun&ion between the 
French armies of the Mofelle, the Andennes, and the 
north. This battle began at three o’clock in the 
morning : thrice was the krench army forced, by the 
numerous artillery of the enemy, to fall back on the 

_2ntrenchments ; but thofe movements ferved only to 
increate the ardour of the republicans,w ho exclaimed 

‘gfoud throughout the line, Mo retreat to-day! No 
retreat! For nine hours the vi€tory feemed indeci- 
five, and no one could determine which would be 
the conqueror. At fix in the evening, general Jou. 
dan colletted the corps de referve, and the artillery, 
and charged the whole: their effurts were accompa- 
nied by unanimous cries of F’tve la republic ! nid at 
this moment the allied army, na longer able to refift 
the fhock, fied on all fides with the utmoft precipi- 
tation. 

On the feeond of July, fir Charles Grey difpatched 

, brigadier Symes, with a fele& number of foldiers and 

| {eamen, to attack the town of Point a-Petre, and take 
it by furprife ; but they were repulfed with great lots, 
and obliged toretreat. Theenémy then attacked Bafic- 
terre, which after a long aud gallant refiftance, was 
compelled to furrender. The efforts of the krench 
were then directed againft the fort of Tiberen, im St. 
Domiugo, which after a fevere conteft was evacuated 


Ritutions in that climate, made dreadful havuc among | by the Britifh troops on the twenty-ninth. In addi- 


the foldiers, in the courfe of the fummer. 
Vot. HI. No. 112. 


| tion tu thefe mortificatio 
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ns, a French fquadron of one 
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fhip of the line, two fri and two floops, de- 
ftroyed in the courfe of the winter of this year, all 
the Britith fettlements on the coaft of Africa, {nd 
took a number of merchant fhips, with an imme afc 
quantity of plunder. 

On the fixtcenth of June, the hereditary ing of 
Orange attacked and defeated the French, aimy, 
"which had again puffed the Sambre, and chofen a 
pofition near Joffelics, in order to cover the fiege of 
Charleroi, before which they bad begun to open 
trenches. ‘The enciny’s lofs was about feven thou- 
fand men, twenty-two pieces of cannon, and thirty- 
five ammunition wagons, befides horfes and bag- 
gage. A fucceffion of difafirous events on the part 
of the combined armies, more than oyer-balaneed 
thefe difadvantages ; but intelligence of the furrender 
of Port au Prince, in the illand of St. Domingg, re- 
vived the drooping fpirits of the Britith nation. 

A treaty of anuty, commerce, and navigation, be- 
tween the king of Great Britain aud the United 
States of America, as figned on the nineteenth of 
November bv lord Grenville, bis majetiy’s principal 
fecretary of fiate for foreign affairs, being duly au- 
thorized for that purpofe on bis majefty’s part; and 
the hon. John Jav, envoy extraordinary from the 


* Some further particulars relative to the extraordinary 
tria's of thefe gentlemen. On the tenth of S-ptember a 
fpecial commufhon of over and terminer was iffued for the 
prifuners, confined on a charge of hi sh-treafon inthe Tower 
of London; and on the fecond of O@ober it was opened 
at the feihons-houfe, Clerkenwell, by the lord chief juf- 
tice Lyre, in an elaborate charge to the grand jary; and 
in the courfe of their proceedings the jury found a bill of 
indictment againft Thomas Hardy, Juhn Horne Tooke, 
anu ten others; and on the twenty-eiglth of Odober, 
Tromas Hardy, fecretary to the London Correfponding 
Suctety. was put on histrial at the Old-Bailey. Mr. W 


opencd the pleadings, and flated nine overt a@s of higty- 


treafon with which the prifoner was charged. When he 
had tmifhed, tir John Scott, the attorney-general, in a 
Speech of rine hours, went into a very minute detail of 
the fub,e@ of thefe profecutions for high-treafon. The 
counf {for the profecution then produced their evidence, 
which contfted of papers that had been found in the cuf- 
tody of diderent perfons, and feized under the warrant 
of the privy-council. Prior to the court’s breaking up, 
«bout twelve o'clock, a converfation occurred refpeRin 

the gertlemen of the jury, who wilhed to be di ged 
on ta¢ir honour; to which Mr. Ertkine, on behalf of the 
prfoner, confented ; but the court were of opinion thet 
the law would not permit the yury Lo (opie shat having 
ben once impunelted, The jury were therefore con- 
figned to tue care of the fheriils, by whom pepe er 
for their accgeumodation in the feflions-houfe had been 
previoufly nud ; and, the next day, the jury having com- 
piaired that t' ctr accommodations were uncomfortable, 
and seapable of attording them the neceflary reft, they 


were provided that evening, and all the fubfequent even- 
ings of the Bal, with beds at the ummums in Covent- 
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United States of America, having like authorit 
the part of the faid States. ; as 

In confequence of bills found by the grand jury at 
Hick’s Hall, feveral perfons wore tried, in the courfe 
of the months of November and December, for high 
treafon, Thomas Hardy, fecretary to the London 
Correfponding Society, ftanding foremoft on the lift, 
firft put himfelf on the juftice of God and his coun- 
try; and, after a very Jong and deliberate inveftica- 
tion, Was acquitted on the fifth of November, hav- 
ing been ably defended by Meffrs, Er{kine and 
Gibbs : John Horne Tooke, Thomas Holcroft, Thel- 
wall, the political le@uver, the reverend Mr. Jovce, 
a barrifter of the name of Kyd, and mott of the others 
accufed of fimilar offences, were alfo fucceflively ac. 
arted, and many of then difcharged from impri- 

onmeat. 

The court Lad lamented the efcape of thefe men, 
and blamed the forbearance and in ulgence of the 
jury ; but there was not evidence fufficient to juftify 
a verdict of guilt. Had they been tried for fedition, 
they would probably have been conviéted. Edward . 
Watt, who, on a prior charge of High Treafon, hp 
been convicted, was executed at Edinburgh, on “he 
fifteenth of O&ober preceding *. " 

A dea 


den. The twenty-ninth, thirticth, and thirty-firlt of 
ober, were employed in the production of evidence 
for the crown, both documentary and oral, which latter 
took up great part of the morning of November 1. This 
being finithed, Mr. Erikine, in behalf of the pfifoner, ad- 
drefied the yury for the {pace of fix hours. The remainder 
of the day was occupied in the examination of wit- 
reffes for the prifoner, many of whom gave him an excel- 
lent ¢ er. The court adjourned at half pafi twelve 
bar Sunday morning, November fecond, till the Monday 
twhen the counfel for the prifoner proceeded 


odd “ evidence: after which Mr. Gibbs likewife ad- 


the-court in his favour. He was followed by the 
ickor-general in reply. The next day the folicitor- 
general concluded his reply, and the lor prefident com- 
menced the fumming up theevidence; whtch he refumed 
the following day, and finithed about noon.—The jury 
then returned, and efter having been abfent two hours and 
a half, returned and delivered their verdidl—Not gulity. 
On Monday, November feventcenth, the court again met, 
and proceeded on the trial of John Horne Tooke, Efq on 
the fame charge of high-treafon, This trial was conduéted 
in the fame manner as the preceding, and ended on the 
Saturday following about eight in the evening, when the 
jury retired, and in a few minutes returned with their 
verdi@—Not guilty. 

Op Monday the Sixth of December, the court again met, 
and John Auguftus Bonney, Jeremiah Joyce, Stewart Kgd, 
and Thomas Holcroft (who, much te his honour, though 
not in cuftody, had furrendered hinfclf as foen as the bill 
was found againit him by the grand jury), were arraigned, 
and a jury was {worn in; when the attorney-gencral ine 
formed the court that he fhould dec fine going into the evi- 
dence againit the prifoncrs, as it was fic ine that had 

been 
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A decree now pafied in the convention, againft 
the ufe of the manufaétures of Great Britain or Ire- 
land. The convention alfo decreed, that all the Eng- 
lith, Scotch, Irifh, and Hanoverians, of either fex, 
and all the fubjeéts of the king of Great Britain ge- 
nerally, who are at prefent within any part of the 
territories of the republic, fhall be put in a ftate of 
arreft in houfes of fecurity, and feals {hall be put 
upon their papers ; and the effeéts of thofe fubje&s 
of the fame nation who are abfent, fhall be feized 
and confifcated for the benefit of the republic. 

The approaching year was preceded by freth mis- 
fortunes, and the fate of Holland was now deter- 
mined, The French however waited for the fetting 
in of the froft, to complete the total reduétion of that 
country. In fome of the provinces the difaffeéted 
party were very aétive, and feveral refolutions hoftile 
to the Stadtholder and his government were paffed. 
On the fixth of December, the duke of York quitted 
the command, and returned foon after to Engiand. 

Piphegru, {till mindful of his plan of feeming tardi- 

: and irrefolution, made no advance whatever for 
pwards of a month; but a froft fetting in about the 
dle of December, opened a new field to the ad- 
Senturo fpirit of the republicans, In the courfe of 
a\w sethe Maefe and the Waale-were both frozen 
over, and on the twenty-feventh of December, a {trong 
column of French croffed the Maefe near the village 
of Dricl, the right wing extending from Nimeguen 
to fort St. Andre, was caploved in watching the 
movements of the allies, while the centre made them- 
felyes mafiers of the Bommel, Waert, and Lang- 
firaale ; and the left forced the lines of Breda. Qn 
this day they’ gained one hundred and twenty pieces 
of artillery, fixteen hundred prifoners, and three 
hundred horfes. Notwithftanding this fuccefs, the 
French were driven back acrofs tlié river, in 
days after, with the lofs of a confiderable body of 
men, and four pieces of artillery, by an impetuous 
and well conduéted attack of the Britifh troops, co- 
operating with a body of Heflians, and a party of 
einigrant huflars. 

But, a detachment from Pichegru even on the 
day he received this laft check, took pofieffion of the 
furtrefs of Grave, after a long and obftinate refift- 
ance. General Bons defended'it, according to his de- 
claration, fill his laft fhot was expended. The whole 
town was reduced to a heap of athes : the garrifon were 
made prifoners of war: the terms granted were very 
honourable to the humanity of the conquerors. Soon 
after the main body of the French army, to the 

Wmount of fixty or feventy thoufand men, croffed the 


been adduced on the two late trials, and on which, after 
the moft mature confideiation, a verdict of acquittal had 
been given. The prifuners were of courfe acquitted and 
difchaiged. Mr. Thelwall was then put to the bar, and, 
after a trial of .ye days, acquitted, 
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Waale at different points, and made a general attack 
of Walmoden’s pofition, between Nimeguen and 
heim. The allies were defeated in every quar- 
tet; and before they had time ty rally, or even to 
e any neceflary preparations for flight, their re- 
mifning pofts between the Waale and the Rhine were 
attated with irrefiftible fury. 

After this decifive blow, neither the troops nor the 
inhabitants of the United Provinces made. any attempt 
to ftop the progrefs of the vitorious army. The tri- 
coloured - was foon difplayed, and the tree of li- 
berty was planted in every province. Thus termi- 
nated this eventful campaign. 

A general attack was made on the French on the 
feventeenth of May at Turroing, with intent to force 
them to evacuate Weft Flanders. The ation was 
long and obftinate, and terminated in favour of the 
French, who were fuccefsful at all points. During 
the conteft, the duke of York was cut off from every 
part of his own corps, and obliged to repair to that 
of general Otto, to concert #eafures with him, to 
extricate’ it from the critical fituation in which it 
ftood. This was at laft effeéted, and the Britifh 
troops retired to Templeuve, after havine fuftained 
a confiderable lof., and fought their way through the 
enemy. The French fay they took fixty picces of 
cannon, and two thonfand prifoncrs, Icilians, Ha- 
noverians, and [nglith. ; 

A meeting of the Parliament took place on the 
thirtieth of Decembdr, when his majefly in the fpeech 
from the throne, urged the neceflity of perfiftine in 
the war, however unfortunate it had been. The 
Dutch had, he obferved, from a {enfe of prefent 
difficulties, entered into a negociation for peace 
with the prevailing party in France, but no efta- 
blifhed government could derive fecurity from 
fuch a negociation, The moft effe@ual mcans had 
therefore been adopted for the further augmentation 
of the forces, on shoe valour, his majeity profeffed 
he had the utmcft reliance. He alfo mentioned the 
acceflion of the fovercignty of Corfica to the Britith 
dominions, and the conclutfion of a treaty of marriage 
between the prince of Wales and the prince Caro- 
line of Bruniwick, for whofe provifion his majefty 
expeéted the concurrence and fupport of both 
houfes. ; 

The king exhorted the houfe of commons to make 
ample provifion for the pee fervice ; lamented the 
neceility of inrpofing additional burdens on the fub- 
je; but obferved with fatisfaétion the ftate of cre- 
dit, commerce, and refources in this country. 

The addrefs in the heuie of lords was moryed by 


Thus ended thefe memorable trials, the iffue of which 
the country awaited with the utmoft agitation and an\zous 
fufpenfe, until the jufi and temperate verdict of an honett 
jury had defended the law of the land, ogainit the danger- 
ous innovation of conitructive treafons, 

earl 
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earl Camden, feconded by the earl of Befborough, 
aud fupported by the eatls of Morton and Kinnojil, 
lords Mulgrave, Grenville, and Darnley. It was @p- 

ofed by the marquis of Lanfdowne, and earls Stun 
rope and Derby. On the queftion for the amegd- 
ments propofed by the eppofition, it was reyeét 
a majority of one jundred and feven againtt t 

In the houfe of commons the addreis was moved 
by fir Edward Knatchbull, and fecoyded by Mr. Can- 
ating, on the leading grounds, that a peace with 
Wrance at prefent muft be fo infecure as to incur 
all the inconvemences and expence of a war eftablith- 
ment. Nr. Wilberforce objefted to the addrefs, as 
pledging the houfe to profecute the war till there was 
a counter-reyolution in France ; for there was no- 
thing in his maicity’s fpeech in the leaft pacuticatory. 
After maturely confidering the matter, his opinion 
was, that government ought to endeavour to nego- 
Gate a peace in an open and manly manner. Fng- 
land wes nuw reduced to that ftate, when neceffity re- 
mated her to endeavour to bring back the country 
tu the bleilings of a fair and honourable peace. He 
did not think that the country would be at all debafed 
bv a declaration for peace. Mr. Wilberforce moved 
an amendinent to the addrels, containing the fub- 
diance of the creuments he had advanced, which was 
avconded by Mr. Duncombe. 

The motv. fgr the amendment was ftrenoonfly 
upp fed by Mr. Pitt, who cenfured with much afpe- 
"ity the members of the houfe, that alter agrecing to 
use war, now wifhed for peace. “Mr. Fox rephed with 
vreat energy. ‘Phe amendment was negatived by a 
inajonity of two hundred and forty-fix againfi. fe- 
venty-turee, and the motion for the addrefs was put 
<arricd. : 

The fifth of January *, Mr. Shendan introduced 
his propoftd motion, relative to the fufpenfion of 
the habeas corpus act. He ftrenuonfly argued againft 
the fufpenfion of tne habeas corpus aét, as fufpend- 
ing the whole Britith conftitution, and urged the 
authorities of fir kdward Coke, and judge Black- 
fione. Such a ineatyre could only be jufizhed by an 
emergency, when a traitorous confpiracy was ppre- 
headed, wiich, he contended did not exift. He de- 
nied the reality of the pivt, on which the fafpenfion 
was profefied|y founded; and mentioned the encou- 
ragement given to fpies and informers, as difgraceful 
to any government. The motion was fu 
by Mr. Irfkine, Mr. Fox, Mr. Milbank, and Mr, 
‘Thompfon, and oppofed by Mr. Serjeant Adair, Mr. 
Windham, the tvcretary at war, the mafter of the rolls, 
and Mr. Pitt, who in his fpeech intimated a renewal 
ofthe bil. ‘There were forty-one members for the 
repeal, and one hundred and eighty-five againft it. 

On the fifteenth of Janu ry, the attorney-general 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to continue the 


iufpention of the habeas corpus a& fora limited time. 
* A.D. 1795. 
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A debate énflued, in which the motion was oppofed by 
Mr. Sheridan, lord William Ruffel, Mr. Lambton, Mr. 
Francis, Mr. Grey, and Mr. Whitbread, and fupported 
by the attorney and folicitor-generals, Mx. Aoheniber, 
and Mr. ferjeant Watfon, after which thcre appeared 
for the motion icventy-onc, againtt it thirteen. The 
fecond reading of the bill was oppofed by Mr. Lamb. 
ton, and feveral other members in the oppofition, 
who denied the exifience of 2 confpiracy in the 
country to fubvert the conftitution, which was as 
peremptorily affirmed by the advocates for admini- 
firation, who ftrongly contended for the aduption of 
the meafure, as effential to its prefervation. The 
motion was carried by a majority of two hundred and 
thirty againft fifty-three. The bill was then read a 
fecond time, and the minifters were earncit to go in- 
{tantly into a committee upon it, theugh it was then 
three o’clock in the morning. This was, however, 
ftrongly oppofed by Mr. Ierikine, Mr, Fox, and Mr. 
Sheridan, and deferred to the twenty-eighth. It 
was then again oppofed by Mr. Fox, but was ca:ried 
bya confiderable inajority. ie 
On the third reading of this bill in the houfeof 
lords, the earl of Lauderdale moved ap amendmen 
limiting the operation of it to the firlt of Jp 
though, bv the words of the bill, the crown, by’ tlic 
power of not proroguing parliament, was vefted 
with the privilege of continuing the fafpenfion for 
an indefinite time. ‘Tus he forcibly urged on the 
ground of preventing a dangerous precedent on fu- 
ture occafions, ‘This amendment was agrecd to, and 
the bill read a third time; after which, lord Gren- 
ville moved that it fhould pafs. His lof \thip entered 
at large into the proceedings of the focieties, to 
prove the exiffence of the confpiracy, infifling that 
the lateverdi&s did not negative that, but only con- 
fideted whether the perfons put upon their defence, 
were guilty to the extent charged in the indi@ments, 
The earl of Guildford replied to his lordihrp in a 
pointed fpeech ; and a fpirited debate enfucd, in 
which the fufpenfion was fupported by the dukes of 
Leeds and Portland, lord Carlifle, and feveral other 
peers ; and oppofed by the duke of Bedford, the 
marquis of Landfiowne, and the carl of Lauderdale. 
The queftion was then propofed, and carried without 
a divifion. A proteft was, however, entered againft 
the bill, figned by the dukes of Bedford and Nor- 
folk, and the carls of Lauderdale and Guildford. 
Strenuous endeavours were exerted in both houles 
by the oppofition members, during the courfe of this 
south, for the attatoment of peace. In the upper 
houfe motions were made to that effc& by earl Stan- 
hope, the duke of Bedford, and the earl of Guildford. 
In the lower houfe by Mr. Grey and Mr. Fox ; the 
fubje@ excited-mucli warmth and energy of debate, 
and much ingenuity was difplayed in fupport of their 
refpedtive opinions. But the event sae in 
3 VOUs 
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favottt of adminiftration, who carried their point 
when the feveral motions were introduced, by very 
confiderable majorities. 

During the courfe of this and the two following 
months, the affairs of Ireland occupied much of the 
pee attention in both kingdoms. The coalition 

etween a certain portion of the party called whigs, 
and an adminiftration whom they had fo frequently 
and {o pointedly reviled, and whofe appointment to 
office they had reprefented as an infult on the people, 
was not likely to be produtive of the happieft effects ; 
and it is fingular, that the man who was the princi- 
pal agent, and the moft ative in negociating the co- 
alition, hould be the firft viGtim of minifterial in- 
trigue. 

In the beginning of the ycar, earl Fitzwilliam, 
whofe zcal for the war had recommended him to the 
miniftry, was appointed to the office of lord lieute- 
nant of Ireland. It may be proper to obferve, that 
though the Roman catholics had been reftored in 
fome degree to their civil right, by the elective fran- 
chife; it does not appear, that either their own lead- 
evs, or their parliainentary adherents, were fatisfied 
wit'swhat had been granted, or would probably be 
jatished with lefs than a total repeal of all remaining 
difqnalitications. The temporifing fpirit fo charac- 
terifiic of the adminiftration of the day, had made 
them receive, with fome degree of furprife, the fay- 
mer conceffions ; but as the Portland party had ac- 
ceded to office, the hopes of the catholics revived, 
and in that party they expe&ted confidently to find 
firmer friend , and more ftrenuous fupporters ; and 
even before the appointment of earl Fitzwilliam, they 
had taken the inoft effeétual mcans for prefling their 
claims on the firft favourable opportunity. 

It clearly appears, that not only the new-ap- 
pointed viceroy, previous to his acceptance of the 
office, fatisfied hinlelf that the catholics ought to be 
relieved from every remaining difqualification, but 
that the duke of Portland uniformly concurred with 
him in this opinion, When the queftion came under 
difcuffion, previous to his departure for Ireland, he 
found minifters ftrongly impreffed with the fame con- 
vidtion, and his lordihip adds, in his own ftatement 
or the cafe to a noble friend, “ had I found it other- 
wife, I never would have undertaken the govern. 
ment.” 

Lord Fitawilliam certainly appears to have pro- 
ceeded with proper caution in the bufinefs, It was 
his intention when he affumed the government, not 
to prefs the queflion forward ; but rather to endea- 
your to protra@ it to a period of more general tran- 
quillity ; but, as the principle was agreed upon by 
ull parties, be determined, if the catholics thould 
{eem refolved in the bufinefs, to bring it before par- 
Viament, and give it fapport on the part of govern- 
ment. 

Perhaps no adminiftration was eves more popular 
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iu Ireland than that of earl Fitzwilliam. All parties 
feemed united, and all differences of fentiment re- 
conciled, The Trith parliament afiembled on the 
pakntsfecond of January. The addrefs, in the lords 
was voted nnanimoufly; that in the commons with 
ony three diffentient voices. On the ninth of Fe- 
brnuy the honfe of commons agreed to the moft li- 
beral fupplies, almoft without a debate. On the 
twelfth Mr. Grattan moved for leave to bring in a 
bill for the further relief of his majefty’s fubjeéts pro- 
feffing the Roman eatholic religion, aud, after a 
feeble oppofition, leave was given to bring in the 
fame, and Mr. Grattan with three members were ap- 
pointed to prepare it. 

Though earl Fitzwilliam had been enjoined by the 
cabinet not to bring forward the bill of farther re- 
lief for the catholics, he was inftruéted not to oppoit: 
it, fhould it be introduced by any member who did 
not aé& in any official charatter, Yet, when the 
meafure had been propofed by the houfe of com- 
mons, who fhewed no difapprobation of it, he was 
fuddenly recalled, at the inftigation of that party 
who had long poflefled and exercifeda dangerous in- 
fluence in Ireland. 

Farl Camden, fon of the celebrated chancellor, 
was at the faine time appointed to fucceed carl Wrz- 
william in the government of Ireland, and the bill 
was then rejeGed by the influence of the reigning 
faStion. ; ° 

The rumour of this recal was liLe a volcanic con- 
vulfion, which fhook the whole land from the center 
to its remoteft fhores. It excited the utmofi difcon- 
tent both in and out of parliament. In the houfe of 
commons, fir Laurence Parfons propofed an addrets 
to the lord lieutenant, {tating that he pofieficd the 
confidence of the people and of the hoafe, and es- 
preiling the ftrongefl apprehenfions if his excellency 
fhould be prematurely removed. The addrefs was 
feconded with great warmth, and fome exprefliuns 
of indignation were uttered againft the condué of the 
Britith miniftry. It was however withdrawn on the 
perfuasion of Mr. Ponfonby. 

On the iecond of March fir Laurence Parfons 
moved for the limitation of the money-bill to the 
twenty-fifth of May, which was negatired; but a 
refolution, highly approving the condu& of lord 
Fitzwilliam, was pafled on the motion of Mr. Co- 
nolly, with the fingle diflentient vote of Mr. Beref- 
ford. ‘The kingdom continued for fome time in a 
violent ferment, not without ferious conflicts between. 
the military and the sel . Addreffes poured in 
from all quarters to the difgraced viceroy ; and the 
difcontent occafioned by this unpopular meafure uni- 
verfully prevailed. On the twenty-fifth of March 
earl Fitzwilliam took his departure for England. The 
day was obferved as a day of general mourning ; the 
fhops were fhut: no bufinefs was trantaged ; aid 
the citizens were clad in black. In college-greén, 
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a number of refpe@able gentlemen, dreffed in fable, 
took the horfes from his excellency’s carriage, and 
drew it to the water-fide. His lordfhip withed, as 
ufual, on fuch occafions, to diftribute money to fie 
populace ; but the offer was rcjeéted even by jthe 
people. The military had been ordered out, in bx. 
pectation of fome difturbance ; yet nothing dif. 
plaved but the ferious emotions of forrow, and the 
utmoft order and decorum. 

On the return of the late viteroy to England, the 
&uke of Norfolk condemned, in pointed terms, the 
difmiffion of that nobleman, and moved for an en- 

uiry into the fubject, as it involved the honour and 
charafter of a very refpeGtable peer, and difturbed 
the tranquillity of the country which he had been de- 
puted to govern; but after a debate, in which the 
earls of Caernarvon, Guildford, Moira, and lord 
Grenville took a part, a majority of feventy-five voted 
againtt it. 

Earl Camden arrived in Dublin on the thirty-firft of 
March to affume the government, Some difturbances 
arofe in the evening of his arrival, but they were 
{oon quelled by the interpofition of the military.» But 
fo unpopular was the difmiffal of earl Fitzwilliam 
from the office of viceroy, that a riot took place in 

lin on the day on which earl Camden was fworn 
idford lieutenant. When the lords were returning 
from the council after the ceremony, a furious part 
attacked the lord chancellor’s carriage, and disfi- 
gured it with ftones and brick-bats. His lordfhip 
teceived a wound in the head’by a ftone, and pro- 
bably would have fullen a facrifice, had he not 
preferved by the guards. At length, however, the 
infurgents were difperfed, but not till one perfon had 
loft his life, and many had been wounded. 

On the thirteenth of April the Irith faeces 
met, purfuant to adjournment, and on the twenty- 
firft a motion was made by Mr. Grattan for an en- 

uiry into the ftate of the nation, including the rea- 
ons for the recal of earl Fitzwilliam. This motion 
was negatived by a large majority of that very par- 
liament, who had almoft unanimoufly fupported the 
meafures of the preceding adminifiration. Mr. Grat- 
tan prefented the bill for the emancipation of the 
catholics on the twenty-fourth, but it was rejefted 
on the fecond reading by a majority of feventy-one. 

On bia we - pith Mai hese 

in his place in ritif of peers, 

aed, i a very {pirited manner, called upon Painit 

ters to come forward to a full inveftigation of the 

bufinefs. They had, he faid, infinuated blame to 

him ; they had thrown down ,the gauntlet ; he ac- 
ted the challenge, and withed to try the iffue. 

duke of Norfolk then moved an addrefs to his 

jelty, praying there might be laid before the houfe, 

fach parts of the corre{pondence between minifters and 


* A decraky, sbout this time, paffed the national conven- 
ton, refpeAing the formation of a military fchool in the 
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earl Fitzwilliam, while in Ireland, as related to the- 
motives of his , at a time when parliament had 
voted their confidence in him, and granted fapplies 
with unexampled munificence. This motion was 
deferred to the eighth of May, when it was prefaced 
by the noble duke with whom it originated, by 
varicty of remarks in juflification of the procced- 
ing. 

He thought, from a full confideration of this af. 
fair, the time was arrived, when the inquifitoriul 
power of parliament over the condué& of minifters 
ought to be exerted. His grace was warmly thanked 
by ear] Fitzwilliam, who earneftly urged a full enquiry 
Into the caufe of his removal. The motion was ftre- 
nuoufly fupported by the carl of Guildford, the earl 
of Lauderdale, the dukes of Bedford and Leeds, and 
the earl of Moira, who urged the queftion, as involy- 
ing the interefts of both kingdoms. 

The motion was oppofed ie the earl of Weflinore- 
land, lord Grenville, the earl of Carlifle, the mar- 
quiffes Townfhend and Buckingham, earl Spencer, 
and the duke of Portland. The earl of Mansfield, 
in particular, thought the enquiry improper, froth 
the fecrecy neceflary to be obi{erved in cafes ofthis 
nature. ‘The removal of earl Fitzwilliam did not, he 
contended, imply any charge againft his charaéter’: 
it only proved fuch a difference between him and his 
majefty’s minifters here, refpe&ing Ireland, as ren- 
dered it impoffible for them to a& properly together. 

Earl Fitzwilliam alledged that the embarraff- 
ments which had arifen in the affairs of Ireland, pro- 
ceeded, in a t meafure, from the arrangements 
made for this purpofe by the late lord-lieutenant, 
In confirmation of this opinion, his lordthip declared 
that a very perfe& fyftem had been formed with mi- 
nifters at home for accomplifhing this end. That 
the whole truth in this bufinefs might be unravelled, 
his lordthip earneftly fupported the motion, and 
added, that he afked for no more than the impartial 
decifion of the houfe. On the queftion being put, 
the contents were twenty-five. Non-contents, one 
hundred. 

The recal of earl Fitzwilliam underwent a yery 
fpirited difcuffion in the Britifh houfe of commons, 
and a motion for inquiry, fimilar to that introduced 
by the duke of Norfolk in the upper houfe, was 
made by Mr. Jekyll, and fupported by Mr. Fox. It 
was oppofed by Mr. Powis, Mr. Paulet, Mr. Dou- 
gias, Mr. ferjeant Adair, and the chancellor of the 
exchequer. The motion of Mr. Jekyll was loft by a 
majority of one hundred and eighty-eight againft 
forty-nine, Thus ended this important buiinefs, 
which had fo generally engroffed the public atten- 
tion, and vn eventual ow fe caries mar 
gerous confequences, which we fhall in the progrefs 
of ous hiftory take occafion to detail*. - 


ins of Sablons, near Paris. Six young citizens from 
each diftri& ef the republic, under the name of sagt = 
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Let us now revert to the affairs of Britain. In the 
durle of the preceding year, a treaty of marri 
had been negotiated between his royal bighnel the 
prince of Wales, and the princefs Caroline of Brunf- 
wick, From the troubled ftate of affairs on the con- 
tinent, the arrival of the princefs in England was de- 


Tayed till the fifth of April, and, on the eighth of : the cai yrad | 
' raéter of the houfe of Brunfwick. He recommended 


the fame month, the royal nuptials were celebrated 
in the chapel at St. James's, with becoming folem- 
hity. 

A meflage from his majefty was delivered to both 
houfes of parliament, on the twenty-feventh of Apnil, 
mentioning the debts of the€brince of Wales. It 
fated the reliance of his majefty upon their liberality 
and affection, for enabling him to fettle an eftablith- 
ment on the prince and his auguft bride, fuited to 
their rank and dignity ; that the benefit of any fettle- 
ment now to be made could not be effeQually fe- 
cured to the prince, till he was relieved from his pre- 
fent incumbrances to a large amount; but that his 
majefty did not propofe to his parliament any other 
means of providing for this obje&, than the applica- 
‘tion of a part of the income which may be fettled on 
theprince, and the appropriation, for a certain time, 
ef the revenues of the duchy of Cornwall; declaring 
his readinef to concur in any plan of eftablifhing a 
proper and regular arrangement in the prince’s future 
expenditure, and of guarding againft the poffibility 
of tis being again involved. 

After the reading of his majefty’s meflage, Mr. 
Pitt moved for a committce to confider it that day 
fe'ennight, upon which colonel Stanhope moved for 
reading the addrefs to the houfe on the twenty-fourth 
of May, 1787. On this being complied with, he ob- 
ferved that the houfe had already liberally paid the 
debts of the prince ; and he wifhed for a call of the 
houie, that the attendance upon fuch an affair, might 
be as full as poffible. This was oppofed by Mr. 
Pitt, who ftated, that his majefty did not require a 
{pecific {um for the difcharge of the principal debts, 
but to fet afide a certain portion of that income which 
might be granted by parliament, to their gradual 
difcharge. An eftablithment for the prince had long 
becn a matter of general expedation. In a provi- 
fion for fupporting the dignity and fplendor of the 

rince of Wales, it was certainly neceflary to remove 

om his affairs all embarraflments. He enlarged 
upon the neceflity of fupporting the dignity and 
fplendour of the royal family in every branch ; and 
that, on a fubje& of fuch general notoriety, there 
was no neceflity for a call of the houfe. 

A long converfation took place refpedting this fe- 
cond application of the prince far affiltance ; which, 
with the general exception of general Smith, ap- 
Vecole de Mars.—[ Pupilsia the fohool of Mars) from the age 


of fixteen to feventeen, and an half, were to be inftru€ted 
in all the knowledge and habits fuitable te « republicea 
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peared to be univerfally difapproved. The extent 
of the debts was flated by Mr. Pitt at between fix 


_ and feven hundred thoufand pounds, no part of which 


| 


cq{uld be paid out of the civil lift, fo many charges 
having lately been made upon it. He exputiated 
upon the intercft which the houfe had in pielerving 

fucceffion, and in fuppoiting the cha- 


tothe houfe, before they yielded to heator re‘entment, 
to confider, that in the iffue of the diteufion was 
involved the credit of the hereditary monarchy, and 
confequently the fafety of thts country ‘10 this 
Mr. Martin fignificantly replied, tuat the way which 
appeared belt calculated for the prefervation of the 
hereditary monarchy, was to prevent it from being 
opprefiive to the people. 

When the confideration of his royal highnefs's 
debts was refumed on the fourteenth of May, various 
propofitions were made by Mr. Pitt, after which he 
moved, that his majefty be enabled to appropriate 
fixty-five thoufand pounds annually as an eftablith- 
ment for the prince of Wales. This produced a de- 
bate, in which fome gentlemen contended for an 
abatement of the fum {pecified by Mr. Pitt, others 
for the exa& fum, and others for an increafe. Mr. 
Grey propofed that the new annual allowance fhould 
be only forty thoufand pounds, and he thought the 
créditors who had encouraged the, prince’s prodiga- 
lity, might be fatisted with @ compofition. But the 
original motion was carried by a great majority. 
A bill for preventind’future princes of Wales from 
incurring debt was afterwards prefented by fir Wil- 
liam Pulteney, and paffed the houfe, and the jointure 
of the princefs was iettled at fifty thoufand pounds 


a year. 

‘th the houfe of lords, on the twenty-fixth of June, 
the bill for preventing future princes of Wales from 
contracting debts, for granting an eftablifhment to 
his royal highnefs, and for granting a jointure to the 
princefs of Wales, were read and paffed. 

The intricate long-depending caufe of Mr. Hatt. 
ings, which began February twelfth, 1788, termi 
nated during this feffion. The whole of the cha 
exhibited againft him, which were comprifed under 
four heads, were negatived by the committee 
pointed to examinethe articlesuf impeachment, Thefe 
confifted of twenty-four particulars, After the arti- 
cles had been feverally put to thofe who chofe 
to vote, the lord chancellor obferved, that there was 
a confiderable majority for the acquittal of Mr. Haf- 
tings, and he declared him acquitted of all the 
charges alledged againft him by the commons, and 
all the matters contained therein. Thus, after a pro- 
trafted trial of upwards of feven years, was termi- 


foldier : thefe youths were to be taken frem the children 
of Sans Culottes, and clothed, acmed, and fed at the expence 
of the republic, 

3 nated 
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nated this celebrated canfe, fo highly expenfive to 
the nation at large, and ruinous to the fortune of the 
accufed individual. The high court of agra 
fat, during the interval of its duration, not lefs 

- one hundred and forty-one days. 

The feffion ended on the twenty-feventh of June 
with the ufual formalities. His maiefty, in his fp€ech, 
noticcd the liberal and fpirited fupport which he had 
reccived from parliament in the profecation of the 
war; and ed the houfe of commons for the 
ample fupplies which had been granted both or-this 
account, and in fettling the eftablithment of the 
prince and princefs of Wales, and in extricating the 

rince from his cmbarraffinents. The lord chancel- 
for then prorogued the parliament to the nine- 
teenth of Auguft. The fupplies granted by parlia- 
ment for the ycar 1795, were twenty-nine millions, 
three hundred and feven thoufand, two hundred and 
Sixty-five pounds. 

The peace and unanimity which accelerated the 
revolution in Holland, refleéts great credit on, the 
prudence and humanity of ral Pichegru. The 
terms of capitulation pan hy to the feveral es 
vinces were extremely liberal, Perfe& liberty of re- 
ligious worfhip was eftablifhed, and perfons and 
property fecured. French troops were permitted to 
be put in garrifons ; and atlignats were prohibited 
from circulation gv forcible means. 

While thefe events were agitating, a requifition 
qwas made by the French generals for a fupply of fome 
articles of provifion and cloathing for the armies. 
The French republic was pledged for the payment 
of the amount, and the proclamation iffued by the 
French general at the Hague on January twenty- 
feventh *, ftates, that the demand was made, not as 
from a conqueror, but an ally in fupport of the com- 
mon caufe. The amount of the requifition was efti- 
mated at onc million, four hundred and three thou- 
Sand, and fifty-four pounds. 

In confequence of the refifilefs power of the French 
arms in Holland, a royal proclamation was iffued on 
the fixteenth of January, by the Britith miniftry, 
ordering that all goods, mercbandizes, and effe&s, 
belonging to the inhabitants of the United Provinces, 
fhould be permitted to be landed in of the ports 
Great eicepe and be fecured ay eee under 

joint loc his majefty and the proprietors, to 
remain in fafe cuftody, Orit due provifion fhould be 
made by law to enable the proprictor to and 
difpofe of the fame. The emigratious in uence 


* A. D. 1796. 

+ The following were the circumftances and ceremor 
nies which preceded the Stadtholder's departure from 
Holland: 

“ On the evening of the fixteenth of] , the Stadt- 
holder, in the affembly of the States coeral and in the 
affembly of the States of Holland, requefted that his two 
fps might be permitted to refign their fituations in the 
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of this proclamation were expefted to be numerons, 

but they happened to be very few; and but little 

advantage was taken of the imeafire, except by the 

fiadtholder himfelf and his family, who repaired to 

take refuge in Kngland; and, according to gencrat 

opinion, brought with them a confiderable portion of 
ir effoSts +. 

The faccefs of the invaders induced many of the 
Dutch to feek refuge in Britain, where they were 
received with politene(s and hofpitality. On the 
twenty-firft his ferene highne’s, ical tt of Orange, 
accompanied hy the grincels Frederick Louifa Wil- 
helmina his daughter,"and prince George Frederick 
his fon, arrived at Harwich in a fifhing boat from 
Helvoetfluys. To the firmnefs of the Swifs regi- 
ment, and the fidelity cf the Dutch horfe ae 
they were principally indebted for their efcape. 

The expulfion of the fiadtholder, finally termi- 
nated all friendly difpofition on. the part of the 
Britith miniftry, towards the Dutch of every defcrip- 
tion. Peremptory orders were difpatched to feize, 
without enquiry or delay, whatever Dutch veffels 
might be found in the different ports of Great Bri- 
tain. In Plymouth Sound, two Dutch fixty-four'’s 
and two floops of war, were feized by virtue of this 
authority. Six homeward-bound, and two outward- 
bound Dutch India fhips, and about fixty fail of 
other veffels, were captured in that port at the fame 
time. A further proclamation was alfo iffued, au- 
thorizing all thips of war, privateers, or letters of 
aa i to feize and bring into port all Dutch vef- 
fels bound either to or from any of the of Hok- 
land ; and alfo all neutral veffels laden with military 
ftores, bound to any part of the Unitéd Provinces. 
This proceeding was confidered as equivalent to 
declaration of war. 

The latter end of January, the provifional ens 
tatives of the citizens of Holland affembled. Citizen 
Pierre Paulus (for the Hollanders had already adopted 
the language of the French their new allies) was 
unanimoufly chofen dent. His fpeech, though 
not brilliant, was adapted to the occafion. It 
concluded with ipamcara org 2 seats and unanimity. 
The Datch now treated our military with contempt 
and illiberality ; and the United Provinces were now 
revolutionized on the French model, Liberty and the 
rights of man, were every where proclaimed. 

After various difafters, the total redu@ion of Hol- 
land, and the confequent abolition of the Stadtholder- 
ate, the Britifh army took the-route to Deventer. To- 


of the republic. The r was inftantty come 
pid with. On the next day rented again yd deli- 
rations of the two affemblies, and obtained the neceflary 
difpofitions for abfenting himfclf from the United Pro- 


vinces, The s-general, however, appointed. previ- 
oufly a committce to examine the documents and cere: 
fentations laid before them by the ftadtholdes. 


general 
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general Abercrombie, who condufted it during this 
pa and perioys retreat, every praife is due, for 

is humanity and vigilance, The por thaw which 
occafionally happened, only ferved to aggravate the 


mifery of the wretched ives, At Deventer, 
Zool, and Zutphen, greet tutibers of the fick wene 
left behind, but the were partially de- 
flroyed *, Of the lofs of men in this dreadful march 


no accurate return has been made. Private leteers 
have afferted, that the Britith army, which amounted 
Diesels acs tatuaasd 07 ie bagiiaing hea 
menced, was of February 
to half the nusaber. fa the march from Amersfort 
alone, upwards of three hundred foldiers were frozen 
to death, befides women and children. The divifion 
commanded by lord Cathcart encountered the great, 
eft difficulties, as his rear was continually baraffed 
by the advanced parties of the French. At Gronu 
gen they Silay fed ee the city, sad 
every where experie 5 appointment 
fron the prevailing difaffeGtion to the Orange famiy. 

In March the French were enabled to make fome 
advances into the bifhopric of Munfter. Bertheim 
was taken early in that month, after an obftinate en- 
gagerfient, and on the thirty-fisit they advanced to 
Bienen, ‘a league diftant from Rees, and an engage- 
ment commenced at an early hout in the morning. 
The French were at firft fed, but having brought 
frefh reinforcements into the field before the clofe of 
the day, the tide of fuccefs was turned, and the Auf- 
trians were defeated with confiderable lofs. The re- 
publicans immediately took poffeffion of Bienen. 
After this the allied powers appear to have loft all 
their energy in the north of Germany, and the con- 
quefts of the French were only bounded by natural 
obftacles and neutral territory. 

After fome preliminary negociations in the begin 
ning of February, Charette and the principal chiefs 
of his army, in the name of the ifts in La Ven- 
ropreenting that party ‘wlich was diingcithed by 
reprefenting t which was diftingui ry 
the ssipellation of Coma or night-owls, chr 
declared their intention to live in future fubje& to 
the laws of the republic, and to deliver up their 
arms and magazines. In the mean time conferences 
were oes at a plece about three leagues diftant 
from Nantes, between all the chiefs of the chouans 
and Vendeans, and the entatives of the French 
people on miffion in thofe departments ; and on the 
third of March the treaty was folemmly concluded, 
figned, and ratified at Nantes. 

The naval war was pow carried on as ufual with 
fuccefs on the part of Britain, as the maritime force 


* During the two days that the trmy remained there,"it 
is faid that upwards of twelve thoafand ftand of arms were 
deftroyed ; fifty thoufand hundred weight of ponder ; 
fome millions of mufket ammunition ; one hundred gun 
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of France was never able, in its moft fourifhing pe- 
riods, to contend with that of our country. Several 
frigates were taken by the Enghth in the courfe of 
the year, moft of them without refiftance, but fome 
after a ferious confli& ; one of the moft remarkable of 
which ha: on the fourth of J anuary, off Mar- 
tinique, between the French frigate La Pique of 
thirty-four guns, and the Blanche, commanded by 
the gallant captain Falkner, of thirty-two guns. The 

ement conti five hours of cloie fighting. 

rench frigate bad all her mafts thot away, and 
had feventy-fix men killed, and one hundred and ten 
wounded, befides ‘about thirt who were loft with 
their-mafts, " Phe lofs of the Eaglith was eight hilled 
and twelve wounded ; but among the former we have 
to lament the lofs of captain Falkner himfelf. 

A canfiderable a&ian took place on the fourteenth 
of March, in tbe Mediterranean, between the Englith 
fleet, confifting of fourteen fhips of the line and 
three frigates, under admiral Hotham, and a French 
fleet of fifteen fail of the line, having an equal number 
‘of frigetes with the Britih. Admiral Hotham, while 

in Youd, on the ei of March, reccived 
intelligence that the French fleet had been feen off the 
ifle of St. Marguerite; he therefore ordered the Bri- 
tith fleet to be unmoored, and the following morn- 
ing put to fea. Having B abakveg received infor- 
mation by the Mozelle, that the fleet the had feen 
was fteering to the fouthward, he ffaped his courfe 
for Corfica, and difphtched the Tarleton brig with 
orders for the Berwick at St. Fiorenza to join him off 
"Cape Corfe; but ‘in the courfe of the night, the 
Tarleton returned with the unwelcome intalligeaes. 
that the Berwick had been captured two days before 
by the enemy’s fleet. 

The two fquadrons were not within fight of each 
other till the twelfth. The fignal was made the follow- 
ing morning (thirteenth) by the Britith admural for a 
general chale ; and the wind blowing very frefh, one 
of the French line of battle fhips was difcovered 
without her top-mafts, which afforded captain Free- 
mantle, in the Inconftant frigate, a good opportunity 
to attack, rake, aod harafs her, till the Agamem- 
non came up, when the French fhip received fo much 
damage, as to be difabled from putting herfelf to 
rights. The two Englith veffels were, however, fo 
far diftant from their own fleet, that they were 
obliged to quit her, as others of the enemy’s hips 
were coming up to her affiftance. On the morning 
of the fourteenth, the enemy’s difabled fhip was ob- 
ferved by admiral Hotham, with one who had her in 
tow, to be fo far to leeward, as to afford a probable 
chance of cutting them off. For this purpofe, every 


carriages; the artillery was in general {piked ; working 
implements and other ftores were loft, to an incredible 


‘ amount, 


5Y poffible 
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poflible exertion was made; and the French were 
obliged to abandon thefe fhips, or venture a battle. 
Though the latter did not appear to be their choice, 
they came down with a view of {upporting then ; 
but the Captain and Bedford were fo far advanced, 
and fo clofely fupported by the other thips of the 
Britith van, as efic&tually to cut them off. The 
eonflig& ended in the French abandoning thefe thips, 
shuch proved to be the Ca-Ira of eighty guns, and 
the Cenfeur of feventy-four. ‘The total of killed on 
board admiral Hotham’s fleet was feventy-five, and 
of wounded two hundred and eighty : The lofg of the 
trench is uncertain. ; 

The Wuftrious and Courageux which were the van 
ihips that engaged the Ca-Ira and the Cenfeur, 
futtered fo much in the confli@, having each loft their 
main and mizen-tops, that the Britith admiral was 
not able to renew the battle. The Iluftrious, in par- 
ticular, was fo much difabled, that fhe was taken in 
tow by a frigate, but was afterwards feparated in a 


gale of wind, and driven on fhore and loft near Avenza. | 


It is obfervable, that one or both of the French fhips 
that were taken, were among the number of thofe re- 
ported. m the London Gagette, to have been de- 
firoyed at Toulon. 

The judicious retreat of admiral Cornwallis from a 
fupenior force in the beginning of Jane, has becn 
generally celebrated as a naval manceuvre. The 
{yuadron under his command confifted of five line of 
battle thips and two frigates, Oh the feventh of June, 
as he was cruizing off Belleiflg, he fell in with a fleet 
of merchant thips under convoy of three fhips of the 
line and fix frigates. The men of war efcaped ; but 
the Britith adoural captured eight of the a. 
which were laden with wine and military ftores. On 
the fixteenth, as he was ftanding in with the land 
near the Penmarks, the Phaeton frigate made a fignal 
for an enemy’s fleet, which confifted of thirteen fail 
of the line, ‘feveral frigates, two brigs, and a cutter. 
The wind now fell very much, and came round to 
the northward, bringing the enemy's fhips to the 
windward ; and the next morning they were feen 
moving, before day-light, upon both quarters of thé 
fyuadron. About nine o'clock in the morning of the 
jeventeenth, the front thips of the French line began 
to fire upon the Mars, which, as wellas the reft of 
the Britith flect, kept up@ running fire during the 
whole of the day. It has been faid that i 
Cornwallis was relieved from this perilous fituation, 
by caufing the finals to be made for a fuperior Bri- 
tith fleet, which deterred the French admiral from 

ufhing his advantages, and enabled the Britith 

eet to eflect their efcape with little lofs. 

The period now approached, when the faitious 
commotions which prevailed in France, during the 
viglent paroxyiin of hberty, was about to terminate, 
Diftra@ed as the convention fiill was by faétion and 
jealoufics, and implwated as many of the leading 
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members werc, in the guilt of Roberipierre’s admi- 
niftration, it was fome time before it could retrieve 
its churaéter, and before its proceedings could be di- 
re&ted on principles of jufticve and honour. Several 
of the accomplices of that exccrable tyrant were 
brought to condign punifhment, aud a committec 
of tnars fecurity was ordered on the motion of 
Tallien, to frame a report poncerning feveral per- 
fons that had been imprifoned, in order that thofe 
mes who had been deluded by their leaders, fhould 
be reftored to liberty, und the feverity of juftice be 
exclufively confined to their Principe About the 
fame time, a decree was iffued, charging the com- 
mittee to revife the whole code of the laws, and to 
propofe the repeal of {uch as thould be found con- 
trary to juftice and liberality. Some other regula- 
tions were adopted, and on the twenty-firft of Fe- 
bruary a decree highly honourable to the convention, 
was unanimoufly paffed: it was for fecuring the 
freedom of religious worfhip and opinions. 

The reign of Jacobinifm was now no more, and it 
was determined that whatever tended to place an im- 
pediment in the way of peace, was contrary to good 
policy and to the caeeal re and the power 
of the committee of public fafety to negotiate and 
conchide treaties, fubje& to the ratification of the 
legiflative body, was acknowledged. 

On the third of April a committee was appointed, 
to prepare the mode of oh pgs the laws of the 
republican conftitution, and a decree to that effee 
was unanimoufly pafled. Strong decrves were paf- 
fed by the convention, to prevent the return of the 
emigrants, without the confent of the legiflature ; vet 
faving claufes were admitted in favoyr of the credi- 
tors and relatives of emigrants; all confifcation of 
property was abolifhed, except in cafes of aétual 
emigration ; and the cftates of thofe perfons who had 
been condemned by the revolutionary tribunal, were 
reftored to their families. 

In the courfe of this month the French republic 
was publicly acknowledged by the court of Stock- 
holm; and the Swedith ambaffador, baron Storel, 
was received with great form. The addrefs of the 
king of Sweden to the convention, concludes with 
theie remarkable words : “‘ We are making yows for 
the continual increafe of your profperity, and we re- 
commend you with all our heart to the divine pro- 
toGion.” 

The moderation fhewn by the French rulers to- 
wards the Dutch republic, was the bafis of an advan- 


treaty between the two nations, 
~Datig te month of May egrcat 1ivts and infur- 


geftiens bappencd in Paris. A {carcity of bread was 

the seal or pretended caufe of the rifing of the jaco- 

bin infurgents; and the emiffuries of fedition had 

Bittle difficulty in perfuading the people of the 

faburbs, that the legiflature was chargeable with all 

the public miftrics. For feveral days previous ia 
t 
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the burfting forth of the infurre@ion, placards were 
ftuck up in various parts of Paris, accufing the con- 
_vention of withholding bread from the people. At 
length, on the evening of the nineteenth, a plan of 
infurre&tion was openly circulated in the different 
{ections, | deer with that alarming pers prin- 
ciple, “ That infurreétion is the moft facred duty 
of the people”—follawed by a determination ‘that 
the citizens of Paris, of both fexes, and of all ages, 
fhould, without further'delay, proceed in a cake ie 
the convention, to demand bread—the abolition of 
the revolutionary government, the immediate efta- 
blifhment of the conftitution of 1793—the diffolution 
of the prefent convention, and the eftablithment of 
another—the arrcft of cach of the members who com- 
poled the prefent convention—the convocation of the 
primary affemblies, in order to renew the conftitu- 
tional authorities, and to replace the national con- 
vention by the legiilative body on a day to be {peci- 
fied. The rallying exclamation was to be ‘ Bread, 
and the conttitution of 1793.” 

Early on the twentieth, the focfin was rung in the 
Fauxbourgh St. Antoine, and the générale beat. 
On this alarm the convention aflembled, and a de- 
cree paffed, ordering all the citizens to their 
re(peftive feétiqns. The infurgents, in the mean 
time, {urrounded the convention, ‘and the people in 
the tribunes infulted the deputies. Sever! conic 
now took place between the gen d’armes and the ih- 
furgents. A crowd of infurgents burft into the tri- 
bunes, exclaiming for ‘‘ Bread and the conftitution 
of 1793.” Thefe cries were accompanied with aGtions, 
menacing the national convention, whofe delibera- 
tions were for fome time fufpended. ‘The prefident, 
with a becoming energy, commanded filence, and, 
having obtained it, exclaimed—‘‘ They demand 
bread—and to give them bread is the obje& of our 
conftant care. Let the people know that diforder 
will only ftop the fupplies of provifions.” The pre- 
fident then ordered, without effet, the left tribunes 
to be cleared. General Hoche was appointed com- 
mandant of the armed force. The mfurgents at 
Icngth obtained poffeffion of the hall of the conven- 
tion; but fome veteran foldiers repelled the béfieg- 
ers, and there was an interval of tranquillity for 
about half an hour; after which a cry of “ To 
arms,” was heard on all fides. Bayonets and fords 
clathed againft each other at the door ;—a confli& 
took place—derachments of the armed force tra- 
verted the hall—three guns were fired, which drew 
a crowd into the hall, A citizen {natched off the hat 
of one of the populace, upon which was written— 
‘‘ Bread and the couftitution of 1793 :” the perfon 
who had taken off the hat, was immediately affailed 
with fabres. He flew towards the tribune; but be- 
fore he had reached it, a mufquet was tired at him, 
and he fell by the fide of the prefident. The repre- 
fentative of the people, Fcraud, ran to his afliftance ; 
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but he fell under repeated ftrokes of fabres and pikes. 
He endeavoured to defend himfelf, hut was killed in 
one of the corridors ; and his head was brought into 
the convention upon a pike. 

Boiffy D’Anglas, who during the tumult had taken 
the prefident’s chair, remained firm and immoveable 
amidft the violence and confufion which {till conti- 
nued to increafe. A drum was heard, and immedi- 
ately an immenfe number of armed men appeared, 
marching in regular order, and filling the whole hall. 
A petitioner, in the drefs of a cannoncer, read the 
paper, which was before agreed upon by the iufur- 
gents ;—-he was often interrupted by the acclama- 
mations of the multitude, which filled and furrounded 
the hall. This was about four o’clock in the after- 
noog. The greater part of the deputics had do- 
parted: thofe who remained were principally the 
favorites of the infurgents, who took advantage of 
this moment of horror and confternation, to pais fe- 
veral decrees favourable to their faGtion. Duroi de- 
manded the repeal of the law of the fifth Ventofe, 
which ftruck the patriots under the name of terror- 
ifts: Goujon, Duquefnoi, and Bourbotte, made fe- 
veral motions, which equally favoured the fallen 
party of Roberfpierre and Barrere: their propofi- 
tions were received with the cnthufiaftic acclama- 
tions of the multitude; but this ufurped authority 
was of fhort duration; a crowd of citizens made 
their appearance in company with’the military, and 
entered the hall, extlaiming, ‘‘ Long live the con- 
vention, and down with the faétious!” It was in. 
flantly announced, that if thofe who prevented all le- 

| deliberations, did not immediately retire, force 
fhould compel them to be quiet. The multitude, 
alarmed by this menace, efcaped in diforder by the 
windows. 

The jacobins, though defeated the preceding 
night, rallied again on the twenty-firft, and returned 
to the charge. They had thrown afide the guife of 
petitioners, and had roufed themfelves to the execu- 
tion of the moft violent aés, The convention, either 
cdnfcious of the fuperior force of the infurgents, or 
defirous of averting this new danger by a feeming ace 
commodation, fent a deputation of ten of its mem- 
bers to fraternize with them. ‘When the deputation 
was repairing to fraternize, the aifembly decreed, 
that bread fhould become more plenty, and that the 
conftitution of Roberfpierre {hould be put into im- 
mediate activity. ‘To complete this feene of dif- 
grace, the prefident was ordered to give the fra. 
ternal kits to the rebellious mob, and a deputy con- 

ratulated the convention on what he called the 
oly re-union, 

On the following day, the rebels were alarmed by 
the arrival of fome regiments of troops of the line : 
but when they faw the whole of the Fauxbourg Yur- 
rounded by icreafing numbers, and, in addition to 
famine, were informed that if they did not inftantly 
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furrcnder, their houfes fhould be laid in athes by a ge- 
neral bombardment ; they fent 2 deputation to inform 
the convention, that as they had repealed the decree 
refpeGting gold and filver, making thefe metals no 
longer merchandize, they were inclined to hearken to 
terms. 

The convention, treating their offer of capitula- 
tion with a proper degree of contempt, ordered their 
generals to reduce the Fauxbourg to unconditional 
obedience, which was fpeedily d, the inhabi- 
tants having forced the rebels to furrender; fince they 
faw the deftru&ion which awaited both themfelves 
and their property, if they joined them, or fan&ioned 
their refiftance. 

On the twentieth of May an infurre&tion happened 
at Toulon, in which Brunel, one of the reprefgpte- 
tives of the people, loft his life. Niou, who was 
then on board the fleet, haftened to oppofe the de- 
figns of the infurgents, but in vain :—they infifted on 
the liberation of the terrorifts. ‘The fleet was on the 
point of failing ; but the jacobins fucceeded in de- 
taining it in the road. The infurgents took poffef- 
fion of the gates of the town, and mounted cannon 
upon them. They alfo marched from Toulon on 
their way to Marfeilles, to the amount of three thou- 
fand men, and twelve pieces of cannon, but were foon 
interrupted in their career by the forces under the 
command of generals Charton and Pa&tod, who com- 
pletely defeated and carried three hundred of them 
prifoners to Marfcilles. By this event, Toulon was 
reftored to the republic and to tranquillity. 

The king of Pruflia might, if he had been fo dif- 
pofed, have become the general pacificator of Eu- 
rope: the proteftant princes would have accepted 
his mediation ; and if the catholic princes continued 
obftinately to profecute the war, they would by fo 
impolitic a proceeding have weakened ‘heir force, 
and confequently their oppofition to his views of ac- 
quiring that influence, which had hitherto belonged 
to the houfe of Auftria as head of the empire. 

From whatever caufe the indecifion of the court 
of Pruffia arofe, time was given, by its negle& of 
the favourable moment, for Auftria and to 
regain the afcendancy; and though 
formed a treaty foon after, and Saxony and other 
powers withdrew their contingents from the army of 
the empire, while the duke of Wirtemburg and 
began a negotiation, every thing was en of; 
except the treaty of Heffe Caffel, and another with 
the eleftor of Hanover, by the reverfe of the French 
on the eafiern fide of the Rhine. 

The next difcuffion agitated in the national con- 
vention fi diag he fecret oe After 
a long debate, in which the propriety of admitting 
fecret articles was mofi ably fupported by Camba~- 


ceres, it was “‘ that feeret articles may be 
made, provided they do not militate again thofe 
of the open treaty.” When the difcufhon was re- 
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fumed on the following day, Camtbaceres, in the cha- 
ratter of reporter from the comimittes of public 
fafety, prefented the plan of a decree upon the fub- 
Je&, the articles of which were unanimoufly adopted. 

Though the is enon with the king of Pruffis 
had commenced fome time before, it was not pre- 
fented to the convention till the tenth of April. “ Ae 
length,” faid Reubell, “ you are on the eve of ga- 
thering the fruit of your principles. The coalefced 
powers, who had fworn the ruin of the republic, feel 
compelled to fue to you for peace, fince you have 
proved that juftice and humanity were really the or- 
der of the day. 

‘< Your committee, this day, offers, for your ra- 
tification, the peace which it has concluded with the 
king of Prutlia. We have not forgotten, that if the 
withes of the French people are for peace, it is for 
a glorious peace, and fach as can compromife nei- 
ther its dignity nor its interefts, We thought it our 
duty to re-eftablifh a commercial intercourfe between 
Pruffia and the French republic, and even to extend 
it by removing the theatre of war from the north of 
Germany. We thought it proper that a power fo 
long coalefced againft us, and now become. our 
friend, fhould have a ga era in the Gérmanic 
circles, which may be ufeful to the republic. 

“¢ We have obferved, fince the commencement of . 

laft campaign, that the Pruffian nation has omit- 
ted no opportunity of giving us the teftimony of 
their efteem. We have been {econded in this pro- 
ceeding, by the indefatigable zeal of the citizen Bar. 
thelemy, our ambaffador in Switzerland. 

After the Pruffian negociation, a treaty was en- 
tered into between the, French republic and Spain. . 
As the king of Prufiia had departed from the in- 
tegrality of the coalition by his feceffion, the king 
of Spain found no difficulty in abandoning it alfo ; 
and feeing the French troops marching to his capital, 
orders were difpatched to Monf. D’Yriarte to come 
to an immediate conclufion. So expeditious were 
they in this negotiation, that though Monf. d’{franada 
had been fent to Bayonne by the Spanith court at 
this time, and Servan was fent to meet him 
by die committee of public fafety, before theft ne- 
gotiators had one interview, the peace was concluded 
at Bafle between Monf. D’Yniarte and Monf. Barthe- 
lemy. The at Bafle on the twenty-fecond of 
July, by Monf. Barthelemy, on the part of the 
French republic, and by Don Domingo D’Yriarte, 
on the part of Spain. 

in the month of June a court was held at the 
Eaft indie honfe, to determine by ballot, the follow- 
ing qaeftion ; ‘‘ That this court do recommend, that 
‘¢ the court of Dire&ors fhould a 


* Haftings, Efg, for a fia tbe heal ex: 

; q. for a ftatement of t ex- 
 pencts incurred by him in making his defence ; 
“ and that, after having afcertained the faghe; by a 


“* fall and fatisfaGory .inveftigation, they 
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“the amount thercof, not exceeding the fum of 
¢¢ feventy-one thoufand, and cighty pounds.” 

On cafting up the votes, after the ballot, there 
were for the queftion five hundred and forty-four— 
againft it two hundred and forty-four. Majority 
three hundred. A general court was alfo held the 
next day, for determining by ballot the follow- 
ing queftion— That it is thé opinion of this 
‘¢ court, that in confideration of the long, faithful, 
*¢ and important fervices of Warren Hattings, Efq. 
‘‘ and to mark the grateful fenfe entertained by this 
“ company of the extenfive benefits which they have 
‘* received from thofe fervices, a grant of an annual 
‘ fum of five thoufand pounds, frorti the firft of Janu- 
“ ary 1795, to iffue from the territorial revenues, 
‘‘ during the term of the company’s prefent exclu- 
‘¢ five trade, to Warren Haftings, Efy. his execu- 
“tors, adminifirators, and affigus, be prepared by 
*¢ the court of dire&tors, and fubmitted to the board 
*° of commiffioners for the affairs of India, for their 
‘* approval and confirmation, purfuant to the act of 
‘¢ parliament.” On cafting up the votes, the num- 
bers were, for the queftion five hundred and eight. 
Majoritytwo hundred and eight. From this liberal 
procecdihg, on the part of the Kaft India Company, 
it clearly appears that the dire&ors and proprictors 
of that opulent trade, entertained very different ideas 
of the abilities and integrity of that perfecuted go- 
yernor from thofe of his calumniators. 

The important capture of the Dutch fettlements of 
Trincomale and Fort Oftenburg, in the Kaft Indies, 
was efle&tcd on the pales oss and thirty-firft of 
Auguft, 1795, by his majeity’s forces under the com- 
maud of colonel Stuart, and rear-adiniral Rainicr. 
On the eighteenth of Auguft the Britith troops broke 
ground ; on the twenty- Rind the batteries were open- 
cd, and on the twenty-fixth a praGticable breach was 
made, The garrifon then furrendered by capitula-* 
tion. The capture of Fort Oftenburg followed the 
furrender of ‘Trincomale. The garrifon, in confi- 
deration of their gallant defenoe, were allowed to 
march out of the fort with the honours of war, drums 
beating, and colours flying to the glacis, where they 
were to ground their arms, and {urrender themfelves 

rifoners of war; the officers keeping their fwords. 

rivate property was fecured to them ; but all public 
property, guns, ftores, and provifions of every kind, 
were delivered up by the officers appointed by the 
Britith commanders to receive them. 

Louis Capet, fon of the late unfortunate king of 

France, died on the ninth of June, during his im- 
rifonment in Paris, aged eleven years. It was at 
irft fulpeéted that the youth had been taken off by 
vifon; but for fuch an atrocity there appears to 
ave been no adequate motive ; nor indeed will the 
conclufion be much more favourable to French hu- 
mauity, if it is imputed to an unjuft and cruel_im- 
prifonment, which, if it did not produce, at leaft ac- 
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celerated his untimely fate. For fome time previous 
to his death, he had been affli@ed with a {welling in 
his knee, and another in his left wrift; and he was 
at length attacked with a fever, It does not appear 
that any attention or medical aid was negleGted. He 
expired in the prifon of the Temple, where he had 
been confined ever fince the autumn of 17199, 

Penetrated perhaps with this event, or influenced 
by the general fympathy of the people of France, the 
committee of public fafety, propofed the exchange 
of the princels, who remained a prifoner in the 
Temple, for the deputies delivered up to Auftria,h 
the treachery of Dumourier ; and the two ambaffa- 
fadors, Semonvillet and Muret, who had been feized 
contrary to the law of nations, upon ncutral territo- 
ries, by an Auftrian corps, and who were alfo de- 
tained as prifoners in that country. After fome he- 
fitation, the emperor acceded to the propofal, and 
before the pouelaion of the year the princefs was 
delivered up to the Auftrian envoy at Bafle in Swit- 
zerland, and the captive deputics were at the fame 
tune reftored to their country. 

On the thirteenth of July the convention iffued a 
decree refpecting the regulation and difmiflion of fo- 
reigners. 

The unfettled ftate of France, in the conyention 
and the late difturbances in Paris, pointed out the 
necellity of giving to France a regetlar form of so- 
vernment, an executive power, and to fnatch her 
out of the military revolutionary vortex in which fhe 
had been long involyed. While the events, we have 
becn relating, were in agitation, the convention was 
feduloufly employed in difcufling the plan of the new 
conftitution. It was prefented Sy the committee. of 
eleven on the twenty-third of June, and was intro. 
duced to the confideration of the affemb! y by an ex- 
ceHent {peech from Borfly D’Anglas, the reporter of 
the committee. Long and interefting debates fuc- 
ceeded. The different articles were feparately dif- 
cuffed, and many of them referred back to the com- 
mittee of eleven for revifion. In the courie of thefe 
debates, the convention reftored that ufetul infiitu- 
tion which formed a part of the old free conttitution 
of France, electoral aflemblies, and indeed the whole 
plan was materially altered. On the twenty-third of 
Auguit, the conftitution was declared complete, and 
was referred to the primary aflemblies for their con. 
firmation and acceptance. 

A treaty of peace and amity was now concluded 
between the French republic and the landgrave of 
Hefle Caffel. By this treaty the landgrave engaces 
neither to prolong nor renew his fublidiary treaties 
with Great Britain, nor to em loy his troops in any 
manner hoitile to the republic dunag the war. Peace 
was alto conchided with the Elector of Hanover on 
nearly the fame terms, Such a circumiianve is 
a certain demonfiration of the genume goodnefs 
of his majefty’s heart, and of his averfion to 
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bloodfhed. “When we confider, moreover, the 
immenfe emoluments which his majettv, as elec- 
tor of Hanover, derived from Great Britain, by 
the employment of his Hanoverian troops in the 
caufe of his allies, this facrifice to humanity muft 
appear the more brilliant and cxemplary. 

uch antipathy prevailed between the difcon- 
tented fe@lions and the convention: the former moft 
grofsly vilified the latter, and imputed to them all 
the ills that had defolated the republic, as well as 
evinced every difpofition te excite infurre@ion. On 
the fourth of Ofober both parties made preparations 
for ats of hoftility, and a conteft enfued, in which 
the fe@ionaries difplaved much valour, till they were 
compelled by the military force of Paris, to retreat 
to the place they had fixed for their head-quarters, 
After an interruption of two hours, the cannon was 
heard again, ind it only ceafed firing at midnight, 
wien the conventional troop had full pofieftion of 
the field of battle, having driven the fettionaries 
from all their pofis. The number that fell on this 
fatal day was eicht hundred. 

While the executive dire@tory were thus emploved 
for the good of the ftate, hoftilities were renewed in 
Ta Vendee ; and the Chouan chiefs, and other royal- 
its, were engaged in an a&tive correfpondence with 
certiin emigtants in England, and through them 
with the Brith thiniftry. The correfpondence was 
detc&ted. and feven of the leaders were arrefted, in 
confequence of {ome intercepted letters. The royal- 
ifts had affembled in a body, and blockaded the Grand 
Champ ; but tue republican army came up with them, 
furnaled the leaders in their beds, and complete- 
ly defeated the Chouans, While thofe efforts were 
making in favour of a counter revolution in the in- 
rerior of France, preparations were made in England 
for an invafion on the coaft of Britanny. M. De 
Purfaye, who was eppointed to the command in chief 
of the catholic ros ane of Britanny, publifhed a 
proclamation at Carnac, inviting all Frenchmen to 
rally round the fiandard of their lawful king, Louis 
AVUL for fo was the count of Provence denominated 
on the deith of the fon of Louis XVI. With Puifave 
was united in the command, the Count D’Hervilly, 
a rovalift of an unimpeached character, and fome mi- 
litary reputation. - 

M. D'Hervilly did not folicit to be employed in 
this fervice, but was fent for exprefsly by the Britith 
minifters, as well as a roung man of uncommon 
merit, the count de Sombreuil, who was fent after- 
wards with a {mall reinforcement to join him. This 
vouth, wh did not approve of the expedition, was 
induced to facrifice his conviétion to a nice point of 
honour, by which he loft his life. 

This expedition was piunned by Mr. Windham, 
but be did not derive much honour from it, as it was 
ill-concerted and difaftrous. . 

‘The fquadron haying reached the bay of Quibcron, 
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landed on the peninfula, and raifed entrenchments 
for their defence. It was at length determined to 
attack the fort of Quiberon, which was furrendered. 
toa detachment under Monf. D’Hervilly, on the third 
of July, the republican hii confifting only of 
about fix hundred men. The main army of the roy-- 
alifts, in confequence of a determination in a council 
of war, were removed within the peninfula and fort 
of Quiberon, where they were furprifed by the enemy 
on the night of the twenty-firft.. It appears, that . 
owing to the treachery and defertion of hane rivate 
foldiers, belonging to fome of the regiments of royal. 
ifts, the enemy were enabled to get poffeffion of the 
fort, before any effectual diipofition of refiftance could 
be made. A part of the troops who had failed for 
England, to the amount of about nine hundred, to- 
gether with near one thoufand five hundred royalitt 
inhabitants, who had joined the regiments in the pay 
of Great Britain, effe&ed their embarkation cn board 
the fhips. The remainder fell into the hands of the 
enemy, together with fuch ftores and ammunition as 
had been landed. 

The Britith miniftry, notwithftanding the ill fuc- 
cefs of this expedition, meditated a fecond attempt 
on the coafi of Britanny, but this plan proved as 
abortive as the former: 

The fortrefs of Luxembourg furrendered on the 
féventh of June, and the garrifon engaged to take an 
oath, according to the terms of the capitulation, not 
to ferve againft the republic, or her allies, trl they 
were exchanged. They were tu be condutted to the 
right fide of the Rhine, and to crofs the river at Cob- 
entz. 

As a compenfation for thefc loffes on the part of 
the Auftrians and their Britith ally, the republican 
army under general Jourdan, was obliced to fali 
back from Mentz, and on its retreat tovards the 
Rhine, experienced feveral defeats, 

By the reduéion of Guadaloupe, the repub- 
lican forces in the Welt Indies, acquired emt. 
grants’ property to a vaft amount, and colomal 
commodities in abundance, A’ great number of vet 
fels were taken from the Enghih, mof of them funk 
or burned; flavery was aboli(hed in the French co- 
lonies, which, as 2 neceffary confequence, was at- 
tended with the deftru@ion of thofe of the Englith. 
To add to thefe misfortunes, a dreadful fire broke 
out at‘ Montego Bay, in the ifland of Jamaica, on 
the fourteenth of June, which deftroyed an hundred 
and ten houfes, and an immenfe quantity of pro- 
perty. This was fucceeded.by’a more {rious cala- 
mity=-a war with the Maroons, who inbubited the 
mountiinous part of the country. 

Towards the clofe of the year, an event occurred 
in the Eaft, to compenfate the loffes the Britith nation 
had fuftainedin the Weft. This was the reduétion of 
the Cape of Good Hope, on the fixteenth ot Septem- 
ber, by admiral Elphinflonc and general Clarke. An 

attempt 
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attempt: to furprife the moft copfiderable out-pofts 
failed ; and, though the Englifh repelled a fierce at- 
tack, their adverfaries. were not ee 
ring for a general en ment. At this inflant, 
the ea een a Roh reinforcement at fea, 
eitsudel: by major-general Clarke, checked the 
ardour of. the enemy, At Wynberg, the Dutch at- 
tempted to refift, but were foon driven from their 
poft. The governor then propofed a ceffation of hof- 
tilities, that terms of capitulation might be adjufted. 
It was agrecd, September fixteenth*, that the 
troops fbould be prifoners of war, and that the pro- 
erty of the Dutch Laft India Company fhould be de- 
treed up to the captors of the fettlement. Private 
poffefions, and civil rights were, however, left in- 
violate. 

On the twenty-eighth of O&ober, the ratification 
of the eoaty of amity, Conimerce, and navigation, 
between his majefty and the United States of Ameri- 
ca, figned on the nineteenth of November laft, was 
exchanged by lord Grenville, his majefty’s principal 
fecretary of flate for forcign affairs, with William 
Allen Dias, Efy. chargé d’affairs from the United 
Stas +. 

1€ naval war was not fo fortunately concluded as 
commenced. On the feventh of O&ober, the Britith 
Mediterranean flcet, which originally confifted of 
upwards of fixty merchant fhips homeward-bound, 
richly laden, under the convoy of three fhips of the 
line and four frigates, were overtaken off oe i St. 
Vincent, by a French fleet, commanded by admiral 
Richery, confifting of nine fhips of the line and fe- 
veral frigates. On difcovering the French ficet, the 
Britith commodore made the fignal immediately to 
wear and ftand from them. The French frigates 
were, however, pryvioufly dilpatched to prevent the 
efcape of the merchant fhips; and admiral Richery, 
by employing a prefs of fail, cut off the retreat of 
one of the Britifh fhips of the line, the Cenfeur, of 
feventy-four guns, which had previoufly loft her 
main-top-tmaft. But the attention of the French being 
chiefly direéted to the capture of the convoy, the 


* A.D, 1795. 

+ Among the naval exploits of the day, that of the 
honorable captain Cochrane deimands our notice. Being 
ordered by rear-admiral Murray to cruife off the Chefa- 
peak, with his majefty’s hip the Thetis, accompanied by 
the Huflar, commanded by captain Beresford, an action was 
commenced and gallantly maintained againit five hips of 
the enemy, when two of the latter werc taken, cis. La 
Prevoyante, pierced for twenty-fix guns, but mounting 
only twenty four, and the Raifon, carrying eighteen guns, 
though pierced for twenty-four. The ‘[hetis had eight 
men killed, and two wounded: the Huffar had only two 
wounded, 

t The treatment his majefty reecived in pafling to and 
from the houfe of lords, was imputed to the intrigues of the 


feditious members of the Londoh Correfponding Socicty. 
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Bedford and Formidable, with the other fhips of. 


war, found means to efcape, keeping up a {mart fire 
from their ftern chafes from all the decks. The num- 
ber of veffels belonging to this flect taken by admiral 
Richery, amounted to thirty-one. 

On the nineteenth of O&ober, the London Gazette 
contained a proclamation of the king of Great Bri- 
tain, seetad 
goods, and fubje&ts of the United Provinces, 


But let us not pafs over the parliamentary and - 


other domeftic occurrences at the clofe of the year. 
The parliament were fummoned to meet on the 
twenty-ninth of Ofober, on which occafion we la- 
ment to relate the daring and detcftable outrages 
which were offered to his majefty, on his paffage to 
and from the houfe of lords, 

He proceeded from the palace to open the feffion 
of parliament, at the aval hour ; and the crowd in 
St. James’s Park, which is always confiderable on 
thefe occafions, was at this time much greatcr than 
ufua!. As the royal carriage paffed along the park, 
the predominant exclamations were, ‘“* Peace l= 
Peace !—Give us bread !—No Pitt !—No famine !— 
No war!”—.\ few voices were heard to exclaim, 
** Down with George!” or words to that effe&. In 
the Park, and in the ftreets adjacent to Weftminfter 
Hall, fome ftones and other hoftile fubftances were 
thrown, nine of which, it is aflrted, {track the ftate 
coach; but no bullet was found, nor did any thing dif- 
charged touch the king’s perfon, or the perfons of thofe 
noblemen who attended him. On his majefty’s return 
from the houfe, thofe execrable outrages were renew- 
ed, and after he had ahghted at St. James’s, the popu- 
lace attacked the ftate carriage, and in the way through 
Pall Mall to the Mews, it was almoit demolifhed tf. 

Four witneffes of what occurred in the courfe of 
the day were feverally examined at the bar of the 
houfe of lords, on the evening of the twenty-ninth, 
and a copy of the minutes of the evidence was com- 
municated to the houfe of commons on the following 
day §. On the thirty-firft, a proclamation was iftued 
offering a reward of a thoufand pounds, to any per- 

fons, 


€ Among the feveral witneffes examined to thefe facts, 
were John Walford, of Pall Mall, a conftable, who depofed, 
that on entering Parliament-fireet, he obferved one man in 
particular among thecrow d, very ative, unning by the fide 
of the coach and exclaiming, “ No war!—Down with 
George '” and on their entragce into Palace Yard, he ob- 
ferved fomething come with great velocity from the foot 
pavement as he thought; on which he oblerved to Mr. 
Stockdale, his brother conftable, ‘* Good God! the glafs 
is broken!” This man repeated the exclamation of 
« Down with George!” again; upon which he immedi- 
ately feized him; and under the proteétion of the horfe 
guards, conducted him to the court yard of St. James’s, 

where he left him. 
On the fame evening fome perfons taken inte cuftody 
upon fufpicion of having infulted his majelty, were exae 
522 mined. 


general reprifals againft all thips, . 
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fons, other than thofe aétually concerned in doing any 
a& py which his majefty’s royal perfon was immedi- 
ately endangered, who fhould give information, fo 
that anv of the avthors or abettors in that outrage 
might be apprehended and brought to juttice. 

On the thirtieth of: O@ober, the minutes of the 
évidence of the witneffes examined in the houfe of 
lords was communicated to the houfe of commons, 
The reading of this evidence being clofed, the com- 
mons unanimoufly agreed to the addrefs they had 
received for their concurrence, and a meflage was 
fent to acquaint the lords therewith *. 

On the fourth of November, another procla- 
mation was iffued. It began by announcing, that, 
immediately before the opening of the prefent feffion 
of parliament, a number of perfons were collected 
in the fields in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, 
by advertifements and hand-bills, and that many in- 
flammatory difcourfes were delivered to the perfons 
fo colle&ted, tending to create groundlefs jealoufy, 
and difcontent, and to endanger the public peace ; 
and that fuch proceedings were followed, on the day 
on which the feffion of parliament commenced, by 


mined at the public-office, Bow-ftreet. The firft was Kidd 
Wake, aged twenty-feven, and a journey man printer. 


Lemon Cafeby, a conftable, depofed, that he obferved | 
the prifoner, foon after the carriage had entered the park, 


lif, gruan, and call out, “ No war!” vehemently and 
repeatedly. The witnef. endeavoured to fecure him, 
but fell down in the attempt; when he rofe, he ob- 
ferved the prifoner again in t.e fame a@, After his ma- 
jefty alighted at the houfe of lord:, a Mr. Walford came 
up, and obferved to the witneds and other peace officers, 
that he fhould know the man who broke the glafs of the 
— defcribing him to wear a green coat with a black 
ecller. 

The prifoner faid he was in the fervice of Mr. Noble, 
&@ pfinter; was a married man; and by hifling and groan- 
ing at his majefty , he meant only to let the king fee “ he 
was diflatisfied at the war.” 

On the next morning Kidd Wake was brought before 
the fiting magiftrates for re-examination, when Mr. Wal- 
ford, above mentioned, came forward, and depofed, that 
as fuon as he joined the proccfhion as a conftable, he ob- 
ferved to Mr. Stockdale, his brother officer, how very 
particularly a@tive the prifoner was in hiffing, hooting, 
and calling out “| No war!” As the proceffion was 
pafiing from the Horfe Guarde, towards Carleton Houfe 
gates, fix or (even ftones were thrown at the carriage ; 
and about the time the ftones were flung, he obferved 
the prafoner fi.op two or three time:; but whether he 
flung any of the {tenes he could not pofitively fay. The 
prifoner, Kidd Wake, was re-committed for further exa- 
mination. He at length was brought to trial, and con- 
vied of hooting, groaning, and hilling at the king; for 
which he was fentenced to be confined for feveral years 
in the penitentiary houfe at Gloucefter, and to fland in 
the pillory. 

: * The following are the copies of the addrefs, and an- 
WES: 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


ads of tumult ae) to the imminent dinget: 
of his majefty's . And further, that: unea- 
finefs and anxiety had been saifed im the minds of his 


majefty’s faithful ramours and 
henfions that atition eoekie seated ts 


ware. to. 
be held, ib difpofed : : there- 
fore thou neoeiy sCeneln SG noguie el ot 
tices of t ce, theriffs, and all well-difpofed: 


9 
perfons, to difcourage and fapprefs all feditious and 
unlawful aflemblies, and the ditribution ef all fedi- 
tious papers and publications, 

Notwithftending the daring outsages which had: 
taken place, during his majefty’s proprefs to and from. 
the houfe, the feflion of parliament was opened as 
ufual by a fpeech from the throne, but the addrefs 
was fufpended, the houfe having refolveditfelf into 
a committee of privileges, in confequence of the 
atrocious infults recently offered to his majefty. 

In the houfe of lords, on the fixth of November, 
lord Grenville, after fome efatory remarks, reca- 
pitulating the caufes which ad given rife to the late 
proclamation, prefented a bill, entitled, “ An A& 
for the Prefervation of his Majefty’s Perfon ageini 


Addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament to his Majefty, on the 
during Outrages committed on the thirty-firR of ORober, 
1795. 

Mof gracious Sovereign, 
We, your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the 


- lords Spiritual and temporal, and cammons in parliament 
affembl 


ed, beg leave to approach your majefty, humbly 
to expref. to your majefty our indignation and abhorrence 
at the daring outrages offered to your majefty in your 
majefty’s paflage to and from your parliament. We can- 
not relied without the utmoft concern, that there fhould 
be found within your majefty’s dominions, any perfon fo 
infenfible of the happinefs which all your majefty’s fub- 
jes derive from your majefty’s juft and mild govern- 
ment, and of the virtues which fo eminently diftinguith 
your majefty’s chara@er, as to be capable of thefe fiagi- 
tious aéts: and we beg leave humbly to lay before your 
majefty, the earneft wifhes of your faithful lords and 
commons, in which we are cenfident we fhall be joiped 
by all defcriptions of your majefty’s fubjedts, that you will 
be gracioufly pleafed to dire@ the moft effectual meafures 
to be taken, without delay, to difcover the authors and 
abettors of crimes fo atrocious. 


ANSWER. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I receive, with great pleafure, this additional proof of 
your uniform zeal and loyalty. I have too much reafon 
to be affured of the affeCtionate and Ready attachment of 
my people at large, to have felt any other, fentiment u 
on this necakon, than that of concern at fo high a viola- 
tion of the laws. I thal! not fail to give fuch dire€tions 
as may tend to bring to juftice end punifhment, the per- 
fons concerned in an offence fo dangerous to the public 
tranquillity, and fo injurious to our excellent conflitu- 
tion. ; 
treafonable 
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Lreafonable and feditious Pragtices’ and Attempts.” 
At cp inn the printing and fe. 
cond reading , 


i ved, for, 












The bi fages by the earl of 
Vande wiford and Norfolk 
in C 95. oppolition exprefied 
their cpr ; wigne quirages offered to his 
ma (GtirecatBal Tite évils which would arif. 
fr 146 tending’ 4o efeét a total alteration 
of the Taw relpeRting treafon, and a moft dangerous 
innovation | the coffiatution. 

J Grenville, the earl of Mansfield, and the 
bifhop of | fier, ftrenddufly contended for the 


propriety ng the bill, on the ground alledged 
c ing and moving for its being taken inte 
confideration, by the nobles fecrctary of ftate. The 
learned prelate, in the courfe of other remmks in 
{upport of the bill, adopted an expreffion which has 
fiuce been often noticed, that he did not know 
‘* what the mafs of the people in any country had 
to do with the laws but to obey them.” 

The earl of Lauderdale and the duke of Bedford 
exprefied their aftonifhment at the affertion of the 
noble prelate: the former obferved, that if he had 

ip Turkey, and beard fuch a declaration from 
the naouth of a mufti, he fhould have attributed it 
to his ignorance; but to hear itfrom a Britith pre- 
late, filled him with indignation. 


In its fs through the houfe, fome amend- 
ments took place, after fome difcuffion ; and on the 
fixtcenth of November, the bill paffed the houfe of 


® Proteft againgt the Bill entitled, ‘« An A& for the: Safety and 

Prefercation of his Majefty's Perfon and Government, againgt 

se pant and Seditious Pradices and Attempts.” 

patient, 

1. Becaufe we conceive this bill to be founded on a 
falfe pretence. It recites a daring outrage on his ma- 
jelly’ perfon, (which we feel with the utmoft horror) 
and purports to provide further remedies againft fuch 
praftices, while, in reality, it affords no additional fecu- 
rity whatever to his majefty’s perfon, and leaves us td 
regret a deep and irreparable injury to the laws and con- 
flitution of our agin by making the compafling, ima- 

ining, inventing, devifing the levying war, a fub- 
ntive treafon; thereby departing, ina moft dangerous 
and unjuftifiable manner, from the ftatute of the twenty- 
fitth of Edward the Third, the falutary provifions of 
which we cannot be tempted to abandon, Y the example 
of temporary ftatutes, whofe doubtful policy flands in 
° a toa sa in which cme . os enue 
has been fo repeatedly recogni e legiffature, an 
fo frongly confirmed by the petutbient experience of its 
benefits. ‘ a ; 

2. Becaufe the free difcuffién of the adminiftration of 
government in all its brinetes, by- writing, {fpeaking, 
and meeting for the parpofe of repeefehting grievan 
to any of the three branches of the legiflature, has af- 
forded the beft pretefion to the liberties of the e, 
and is the undoubtert herent right of Englifhmen, Yet 


Vor. Il, Ne. 112, 
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lords, but & protcit was entered on the journals 
avait it. Notwithftanding the tyrannical com- 
plexion of this bill, it baffled every attack, being 
upported by adi the influence of power *. 

A meflage was then fent from the lords to the cont- 
mons, informing them, that they had pafic] an a& 
for the rvation of his majefty from treafonable 
a@s, and deficing their concurrence in the fame, 
‘The bill, after neh altercation, paffed the houfe 
on the tenth of December. It is needlefs to recapi: 
tulate the many arguments adduced upon this oc- 
cafion, as-they were fimilar in their tendency to 
thofe advanced in the houfe of lords. 

Another bill, to almoft a fimilar effe&, originated 
in the houfe of commons, on the tenth of Novem- 
ber. The chancellor of the exchequer, after a pre- 
fatory fpeech, moved, ‘* That leave be given to 
bring in @ bill for the more effe@iually preventing fe. 
ditious meetings and affemblies.” 

The introduction of the bill was warmly oppofed 
by Mr. Fox, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Halhed, Mr. Grey, 
and Mr. Sheridan. {t was contended, that if fuch 
alarming proceedings took place, and fuch feditious 
meetings were held, the fpeakers were amenable to 
law, and, when found guilty, were liable to ade. 
quate punifhment ; that the prefent bill was a libel 
on the loyalty of Englifhmen ; that the interference 
of a magiffrate at a Laren meeting of peaceable 
fubje&s would be an arbitrary meffure ; and, on the 
whole, it militated dgainft the liberty of the fubje&. 

Sir William Pulteney, Mr. alderman Luthington, 


this bill ere&s into a high mifdemeanor, the exercife of 
this moft valuable privilege, and infliés in certain cafes 
the pains and penalties of tran{portation, for the offences 
which it creates; a punifhment in the cafe of mifde- 
meanors, thus generally conftituted, as unprecedented in 
the hiltory of our laws, as it is unneceffary and uncon. 
ftitutional. - 
$. Becaufe the extcnfion of the treafon laws, and the 
Creating new mifdemeanors, is an alarming encroachment 
on the fecirity of the fubye&t, and affords no additional 
hears to his majefly’s perfon and governnient; for 
fate of every king, ruler, and governor of any realm, 
dominion, or commonwealth, ftandeth and confifteth 
more affured by the love and favour of the fubjedts to- 
ward their fovereign, ruler, and governor, than in {he 
dread and fear of thofe laws with rigorous pains and ex- 
treme punifhments, which have at all times difgraced our 
code. Hiftory, however, fhews us, that Ly fuccecding 
legiflatures, our ftatute book has, with every mark ot 
generous indignation, been uniformly cleared of thefe 
temporary and unconflitutional excrefcepces; a circum- 
ftance which we now regard as a folemn warning againft 
creating new and unheard of mifdemeanges, or altering 


the treafon laws af our country, 
Bedford, 
‘ a Derby, 
Louder dale. 
6A Mr, 
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Nir. Wilberforce, and Mr. Windliam, fpoke in fa- 
vour of the bill, It was averred, on their part, 
that in‘ fuch inflammatory affemblics as thoie in 

eftion, where fedition was copioufly dealt out to 
the multitude, there ought to be fomcthing to fave 
the public mind from imbibing the intidious poifon ; 
that ‘it was the bufincfs and duty of legiflators to 


apply remedies for poke evils, as gccafions re- 
quired ; and that, if the magiftrate exceeded his 


powers, he might be punithed, as there was no fear 
that liberty would be furrendered ina country where 
the juries were judges. 

A very t majority of the houfe decided in 
favour of the bill, which was accordingly brought 
in ; and. after warm debates, it paffed into a Jaw, by 
vote of the ufual majority which fupported the mea- 
fures of adminifiration. It was then taken up to the 
lords, and on the fourteenth of December, paffed 
the houie, though protefied againgt by feveral of the 
noble 

While thefe two bills were under difcuffion in the 
houfes of parliament, the public mind was much 
agitated, and parties proceeded to very intemperate 
extremes, in oppofing and defending the principles 
on which they were founded, according to the de- 
Claration of the partizans of government. 

On the eleventh of November, the Whig Club of 
England mit at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, his 
grace the duke of‘ Bedford in the chair. They re- 
folved, ‘* that they would a ebery aid to the civil 
magifirate, in dete&ting and bringing to punifhment 
the perfons uaigingh in the‘ darmg attack made 
upon his majefty, in his paflage to parliament, on 
the firft day of the feffion: that, lamenting as the 
did, this nefarious act, they faw with the areas § 
concern, that it had been ufed asa pretext for intro- 
duciag into parliament a bill ftriking at the liberty 
of the prefs, and the freedom of public difcuffion. 
That it was highly expedient, that meetings of the 

cople in their refpeétive difiri&s thould be imme- 
fiately called to confider this important fubje@, and 
for the purpofe of petitioning parliament againft the 
faid bill, or any other meafure which might tend 
to infringe the rights of the people of Great Bri- 
tain.” 

This mecting was very generally attended. All 
the members of both houfes of parliament belonging 


* Protef again the Bill, entitled, An AQ to prevent 
e ere Mectings and Afemblies.™ . e 
Diflentient, et 
Becaufe, to prefent petitions to the throne and the 
two heufes of parhament, has at all times been the un- 
doubted right Df the fubjeGs of this realm; the-free and 
unlimited enjoyment of which was onc of the many 
bleflings reflored by the revolution, and invariably con- 

tin 
nal pommetion as of external danger; we therefore can- 
not confent to a bill which thus fetters the rights of the 
‘ 5 


in its fulleft extent, as well during times uf inter. * 
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to the club were preheat to the number of near 
fifty lords and members of the houfe of commons. 

n immenfe number of the members of the cor- 
refponding fociety,. and others of the populace 
afiembled on the twelfth of November, in a field 
vear Copenhagen Houfe,- An addypia, remonttrance, 
and petition to his majefty, was ed, im- 
ploring his majefty to, qxert his royal authority“ 
to maintain and pfeferve inviolate the ri and 
liberties of his fubje&s, thea ahout to be invaded, 
by the two bills impending in parliament. A pe- 
tition to the lords {piritual and temporal, nearly to’ 
the fame purport, was alfo read; and lafily, one to 
the commons of Great Britain, hating it to be the 

ition of nearly four hundred thoufand Britons, 
inhabitants of London, and its environs, affembled 
together in the open air, to exprefs-their free fenti- 
ments, according to the tenure of the bill of rights, 
on the fubjeé& of the threatened invafion of thé con- 
{litutional liberties. f 
In the mean time, the affociation again repub- 
licans and levellers, well known by the appellation 
of Mr. Reeves’s fociety, met at the Crown and An- 
chor, and agreed to an addrefs to his majefty, highly 
approving of the meafures that had thene teen 
taken, and of the two bills pending in parlidment. 
The example of the Whig Club was immediately 
followed by the livery of the city of London, the 
ele&tors of Weftminfter, the frecholders of Middle- 
fex ; and by feveral countics, and almoft every con- 
fiderable town in the kingdom ; wherever a meeting 
was publicly called, the decifion was almuft una- 
nimous. ae 
At a very numerous and re e meeting, of 
merchants, bankers, racanthebuirers: and other Phe 
bitants of the city of London, confifting of upwards 
of eight hundred perfons, convened by public ad- 
vertifement, at the Paul’s Head Tavern, Cateaton 
Street, on Wednefday, November twenty-five, to 
, take into confideration, an bumble and afieétionate 
petition to the king, moft ardently befeeching him to 
difmifs his prefent minifters from his prefence and 
councils, and to adopt meafares for the purpofe of 
Head obtaining for his diftreffed fubjetts, the 
effings of peace. Samvet Ferranp Wappinc- 
Ton, efquire, in the chair. It was refolved (with 
only twenty-five diffentient voices) that the critical 


people, and inpofes reftraints on that freedom of fpeech, 
to the exiflence of which the prefervation of all our li- 
besties may be afcribed, and from the full, free, and con- 
tinued exercife of which is derived the manly charaGer 


that diftisguithes a free people 
“ Norfolk, Albemarle, 
; 
+ whe, , 
; Derby, / bedford. 


Chedzorth, 


and 
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aud calamitous figte of thefe ki 
immediate peace; and it is the opinion of this meet- 
ing, that his majefty’s miinifters have loft the con- 
fidence of the people. That an humble petition be 
prefented to his mele, praying that he would be 
gracioufly pleafed to tneafures for immediately 
procuring to his diftrefled fubje&s the bleflings of 
peace, and to difmifs his prefent minifters from his 
prefence and councils. 

But, ata meeting held at the London Tavern, in 
Bithopfgate Street, November the twenty-feventh, 
SAMUEL Bosanauet, efquire, in the chair: It was 
unanimoutly refolved, that it is expedient in the pre- 
fent important crifis, that a meeting thould be con- 
vened of fuch merchants, baukcrs, traders, and 
other inhabitants of London, as have not joined in 
the proceedings of fome meetings, lately held at the 
Paul's Head Tavern, Cateaton Street, purporting to 
be meetings of ‘ the merchants, bankers, manufac- 
turers, traders, and other inhabitants of the city of 
London ;” in order to take into confideration the 
propriety of making a declaration to the public, 
that they have had no concern in the proceedings and 
refolytions of thofe meetings ; but that, on the eon- 
trary \they are of opinion it has become neceflary 

or parliament to adopt fome temporary meafures 
hed the more effential fupport of peace and good 
oracr. » 

Another meeting was afterwards held on the fecond 
of December, when Samuen Bosanavet, efquire, 
again appeared in the chair; and the fame detcrip- 
tion of people, refolved ‘ to fupport, by every 
means in their power, the ancient and moft ex- 
cellent conftitution of Great Britain, and a govern- 
ment by king, lords, and commons, and to exert 
their beft endeavours to imprefs on the minds of 
thofe connefted with them, a reverence for, and a 
due fubmiffion to, the laws of thcir country, which 
have hitherto preferved the hberty, protected the 
property, and increafed the enjoyments of a free and 
profperdus people.” ‘ 

In the fpeeches for and againft the ufual addreffes, 
on his majefty’s fpeech to both houles, on the twenty- 
ninth of Oétober, nothing remarkable occurred. 
The neceffity of a continued war was ftrongly urged 
by one party, and by the other a negociation as 
rab) recommended. Mr. Fox cenfured the king’s 
fpecch for giving a partial view of the fituation of 
affairs, but the sninifter defended its propriety. 

The chancellor of the exchequer, on the thirtieth 
of O&ober, moved in the commons for a committec 
for the extenfion, during another twelvemonth, of 
the bill of the lait feflion, allowing the importation 
of corn duty free, But upon fome further coer- 
fation upon the fybje@, Mr, Ryder moved for leave 
to bring in a bill to alter the exifting Jaws relative to 
the price of bread, to prohibit the manufa@uie of 
flarch from wheat or other articles of prov ifion, and 
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to lower the dutiés upon its importation ; for conti- 
nuing the prohibition of diftilling from articles of 
grain; and for removing all obftruétions to the free 
paflage of grain within the kingdom, which was car- 
Tied nem. con. 

On bringing up the report of the fele& committee 
refpeéting the high price of corn by Mr. Ryder, it 
appeared, from the fulleft information which the 
committee had been able to procure, that, except 
in the article of wheat, the crops had been abun- 
dant; fo that, by the Tore mixture of different 
grains, a confiderable alleviation of the evils of the 
prefent {carcity might be made; and this was the 
more neceflary, as from different caufes, the price of 
grain in America, the Mediterranean, and thc north- 
ern parts of Europe, was exorbitantly dear, and an 
adequate fupply could not be depended upon. After 
full confideration of the means of obtaining a fupply, 
the committee thought it beft to leave the trade per- 
fe@ly open, and to grant a bounty upon the inipor- 
tation. This bounty was twenty fhillings upon every 
quarter, and fifteen fhillings upon everv barrel, im- 
ported from the Mediterranean, till three hundred 
thoufand quarters fhould be imported. The bounty 
upon corn imported from America was fixed at fifteen 
thillings the quarter, and ten fhillings the barrel, till 
five hundred thoufand quarters fhould be imnpoited. 
A bounty of five fhillings a quarter, and three fhil- 
lings a bcrel, upen Indian corn or meal, till five 
hundred thoufand quarters fhould be imported. 

' The committee to confider of the high price of 
corn, in the mean time, entered into an engagement 
to reduce the confumption of wheat in their families 
one third, by every poflible expedient. This mea- 
fure, which provided no legiflative remedy for an 
evil of fuch magnitude, was peri wnimady erted 
upon by lords Lauderdale, Lanfdowrne, and Thur- 
low, as * filly, futile, and even ridiculous.” ‘The 
engagement was, however, figned, not ouly b 
the committee, but by feveral ucmbers of bot 
houfes. 

Many important regnletions were made by the 
committee, refpeSing weights and icales, the tolls 

“of millers, &c. which formed the balis of fucceed- 
ing acts of parliament. About the fame time fir 
John Sinclar brought forward a motion, founded 

upon refolutions of the board of agriculture, for the 
cultivation of the wafie lands. In confequence, 
therefore, of recommendations from the board, {- 
veral inclofure bills pafied the houfe in the courfe of 
the fefiion. 

On the feventh of December, the minifter thought 
proper to open the bulget. He faid, upon this oc. 
cafion, that he thought it neceflary to give the ge- 
neral tate of receipt and expenditure, as it would 
tend to prove that the finances of this country were 
equal to every emergency ; and that Great Britain 
could furnifh the means for carry ing on the war for 

years, 
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vears, if néveflary, without byithening its peaplé or 
injuring its trade. He then | to fiate tk 
particulars, and {pecify thé 9 and aed rai 
Ing the ium a to the téceflary fupplie 

The bufinefs of the fogn-created lon sp irpelien 
debates in the houfe of commons; as’ to the 
syounper of its nogociation, end the allowance made 
to the contradors. 

Mr Fox aud feveral members in the oppete tion, 
reprobated the loan as not only difgraceful in itfelf, 
but as it would be a pernicious ; orateat 3 in future. 
The houfe, after wroch op pofition, re igctog ter 
a clofe commitice, hick a members who aay He 
were allowed to attend. This committee, after fit- 
ting a confiderable time, and exannning feveral wit- 
nei co completed their report, which was brou - 

overt haar who verti a ftriug of ref 
a ing the principle of an-~open compe 
tition—that the | (oan was bad afd royident—and 
terms, had been 


gai of a depart > Eom fis own pristipin, sol 
e own es 

ee ny bial ins duty. 
ments req} the budget, and the diftri- 

bution of the confequent loans, are generally con- 

fidered as Calculations, accurate as 

well as erroneous, are brought f ; and undue 


influence, or corruption, is always fare to be al 
,» as meet ce of Sse A hittle irre- 


the an- 
demted Toe bills, 2 od de ting tm fom Ha 
burg, but no fraud a a 
» therefore, moved the previo peer coy 
icated the whole tranf- 


’ William Pultene 
a&ion, ie had er eer gegeir chs goer 
Se be obferved, that, had 


they been ’ srarTens maft have ‘been 
maid lt was agg e (aving governnient the trouble 


* The following i. a fatement of the particulus ; 
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none talering doy, Ma. Pitt moved an eddrefs 


in reply. ie objesved, that the fentiments ex _ 
in the mefiige, wete haiti to thofe d 
from the throne xt the commencement of the fofion, 
with a view to the formation of a government m 
France, with which a fecuse and honourable peace 
might be concluded. He renewed thofe fentiments 
as —, to the prefent French government, the 
recent fucceffes of our allies, and the embarrafiment 
of the enemy’s finances, 

Pah Sheridan, in reply Angas obfervations of att 
chad Pras the im cel F his majctty’s Tae took 

on to in = opricty and neceluty o 

not confidering ia Falar fcxus OF gpa: a Be 
in ; rag for peace. If ae ea 
circumftances in France only were — wa 
aaa peed a ground or i any ee ht be con- 


fcontinuing any treaty 

which was begun: be form of govem- 

pay hoblentaitan hen bro negation, when. 

& peace be fafely effedted ; and that his 

majefty would be plesied to order an immediate he- 
eee 

ftated that feveral continental powers 
had plas ed treaties with the Freach, which hed had 
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‘evér been violated. Upon the whole, he withed 
‘minifters to be enjoined really to negotiute by the 
terms of the amendment, which declared the govern- 
ment of France no bar to this bufinefs. 

The chancellor of the exchequer contended, that, 
if the amendment, and the advice of its promoters, 
was adopted, the difcretion of government would 
be entirely taken away, and the refponfibility 
doubled. 

Mr. Fox in reply, contended that the amendment 
did not go beyond the extent of the meflage: it only 
declared that there were no impediments to treating, 
in the form of the government in France. In fup- 

orting the amendment, he was far from arguing 
againit the addrefs; he was, in fa@, fupporting it 
by what gave it meaning and force. Onevery ac- 
count, Mr. Fox faid, he thought jt neceflary to bind 
minifters to make peace. It was a vulgar opinion, 
that it was conftantly difadvantageous to a power 
at war to be the firft to offer terms of peace: the 
experience of hiftory proved the reverfe; and were 
peace offered to the French on rcafonable terms, it 
would not be in the power of the directory, or the 
council of ancients, nor the two houfes joined to- 

ther, to refufe the terms. The people would force 
shan tYragree to them. Mr. Fox particularly ob- 
ferved, that a better feafon for treating than the 
prefent, might not occur for a very Jong period. 


“A.D. 1796. 

¢ As the following tranfaGion refle@s honour on the 
feclings of the prince of Wales, it claims the attention of 
eur readers, On the fixth of February, at a court of 
comnion council of the city of London, the lord mayor 
tofe to ftate ta the court, a conference he had had with 
the prince of Wales, on the fubjeét of not receiving the 
congratulatury addref. of the city on the birth of a prin- 
cefs, in the ufual form; obferving, that in a matter of fo 
<lelicate a nature, he had thought it his duty to commit 
the purport of this converfation in writing, which, with 
the leave of the court, he would with to be read. The 
communication was as follows:—‘ In confequence of a 
“letter from lord Cholmondeley, dated January 31, 1796, 
‘ftating that his royal highnefs the prince of Wales 
¢ withed to {peak to me at Carlton Houle, and to give me 
‘ a private audience, I bad the honour of waiting on his 
‘royal highnefs, who addreffed me, by faying, “‘ that he 
“had feen with concern in the public papers, a ftate- 
‘ ment of what had paffed in the court of common coun- 
‘cil, on Thurfday laft, refpc@ing a letter written by lord 
 Cholmundecley, at the command of his royal highnefs, 
“and fent to the city remembrancer, convey ing his fen- 
‘¢ timents on the intended addrefs of congratulation to 
“their royal highneffes, which fentiments he concetv- 
‘ed had been miflaken or mifunderftood ; or at Icaft 
“¢ a very different conflraction had been given to them 
*¢ than he meant, or was intended to be conveyed by that 
“letter.” His royal highnefs faid, “ that he thought it 
*‘ incumbent on him to préferve a confiftent character; 
“ that as his eftablithment, for.certsin reafons, had been 
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Mr. Pitt withed this affair might be left to the dif. 
cretion of the miniftry ; and the allies of Great Britain 
ought to be canfulted on fuch a meafure. Steps 
had already been taken to afcertain the difpofition 
of the enemy; and, if there fhould be a profpe& of 
an honourable peace, the opportunity would be rea- 
dily embraced. After a few obfervations from ge- 
neral Smith in favour of the amendment, and a fhort 
reply from Mr. Sheridan, the amendment was nega- 
tived without a divifion, and the addrefs carried. 

A few days after the addrefs was carried in the 
houfe of commons, his majefty’s mefflage was brought 
down to the lords by lord Grenville, who moved the 
addrefs to the fame import with that voted by the 
houfe of commons, and, after a fhort debate, a great 
majority determined in its favour, and it was ac- 
cording to the ufual forms prefented to his majefty. 

On the feveuth of January *, the princefs of Wales 
was happily delivered of a princefs, at Carlton 
Houfe. The duke of Gloucefter, the archbifhop 
of Canterbury, the lord chancellor, the lord prefi- 
dent, the duke of Leeds, the duke of Devonthire, 
the lord chamberlain, the matter of the horfe, the 

rince of Wales, lord Thurlow, and the ladies of 
ier royal highnefs’s bed-chamber were prefent. This 
event was made known by the firing of the Tower 
guns, and other demonftrations of joy in London and 

Weftmintter +. 
ss On 


“reduced, and that the neceflary ftate appendages at- 
* tached to the charaéter and rank of prince of Wales, 
did not in confequence exift, his royal highnefs con- 
“ ceived he could not receive an addrefs in ftate, and 
particularly from the corporation of the city of Lon- 
“don, for which he entertained the higheft veneration 
‘and refpect. His royal highnefs therefore thought it 
‘ would appear difrefpectful to the firft corporate body 
‘in the kingdom, to receive the members of it incon- 
* fiftently with their character and his own dignity,” 

The prince of Wales, on the feventh of February, re- 
ceived in private the congratulatory compliments of both 
houfes of parliament, prefented by committees, in con- 
fequence of his royal highnefs, from having reduced his 
eftablithment, being unable to receive them with the pro- 
per dignities of his rank. 

Colonel John Fenton Cawthorne, of the royal Weft- 
minfter regiment of militia, was found guilty (by a court 
martial aflembled at the Horfe Guards) oa the twenty- 
fourth of March, 1796, of receiving and applying to his 
own ufe, the marching guineas allowed by the militia 
att, and of feveral ats of peculation ; particularly of re- 
ceiving money to excufe perfons from ferving in the 
militia, and putting it in his own pocket, without pra- 
viding fubftitutes, &c. On twelve chargés he was ad- 
judged to have a€ted in a feundalous and infassous manner, 
unbecoming the charaéter of an officer and a gentleman; 
he was therefore fentenced to be cashicred, and declared 
incapable of ever ferving his majefty infuture. In cons 
fequence of this fentence, colonel Cawthorne was aitere 
ward expelled from the houfe . commons. 

6 His 
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On the firft of February, their majefties. were 
grofsly infulted on their way from Drury Lane 
Theatre to Buckingham Honfe, by a banditti of 
ruffians, Qne of thefe mifguided men, in Covent 
Gerden, oppofite Southampton Street, threw a 
_ ftone, brick, or fome other hard fubftance, which 
firuck, with great violence, one of his majefty’s fer- 
vants itanding behind the carriage; and, as it was 

fling along Pall-Mall, a fecond ftone was thrown 
Ey one of the ruffians, which broke one of the glaffes, 
and fell into the lap of lady Harrington, who was 
then lady in waiting. 

The ddefatigable Mr. Grey fpecdily brought for- 
ward anothtr debate. He declared, in the houte 
of commons, that hc thought it his duty to obferve, 
that from the meflage delivered from his majefty, 8 
general expeétation of the return of peace had 
excited, and a gencral defire of knowing whether 
that much withed event was fiull at a diftance, or 
whether we were {till to profecute the war? As the 
chancellor of the exchequer faid he did not think it 
incumbent on him to anfwer fuch a queftion at pre- 
fent, Mr. Grey proceeded to give notice of his in- 
tended motion for gan which he accordingly 
brought into the houfe on the fifteenth of February. 

Prefatory to his motion, Mr. Grey obferved, that, 
contrary to the hopes that had been rationally form- 
ed, no negociation for peace had taken place, but 
that minifters appeared determined to profecute the 
contefi to extreihity: the expedient was now re- 
curred to of deluding the pcople with the hopes of 
peace, while they wese determined to perfevere in 
the fyftem of warfare. He cnumerated the difafters 
which had arifen in the different campaigns, and the 
repeated motions which bad been fubmitted to the 
houfe, for the purpofe of promoting a negotiation 
with the enemy. Another ign was about to 
take place, and the emperor was to have another 
loan. He concluded with moving, that an humbic 
addrefs be prefented to his fty, flating, thet it 
is the with of this houfe, that his majefty may be 
gracioufly pleafed to take fuch fteps as to his royal 
e ifdom th } appear moft proper, for communicat- 
ing dire@ly to the executive dire@ory of the Freach 
republic, his majefiy’s readinefs to meet any difpo- 
fit.on to negotiation on the part of that government, 
with an earneft defirc to give it the fulleft and fpeedicft 
«tfeR. 


His fentence, by his majefty’s order, was read at the 
head of every militia regiment in the kingdom. 
Intelligence was received in London, on the twenty- 
eighth of March, that the Dedalu» tranfpert, from Port 
dackfon, in New South Wales, on her paflage home, 
tuuched at Otaheite. There, i the aftonithment.of the 
in and crew, they fuund nine of treir countrymen 
married, fettled, and living in the greatcft eafe aud com- 
fort ) whe, being atked how they came there, infotmed 


that they failed irom land, in # South Sea 
pare 2 belonging to Meffieurs Calvert and Co. called 
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The chancellor of the exchequer faid, that lrow- 
ever he might be difpofed to favour the obje& which 
the motion a to have principally in view, he 
could not concede to the grounds on which it had. 
been followed up. The ftate of the country was very 
different from that held out, and no temporary re- 
verfe in the fortune of the war, no internal preffure 
had yet are that humiliation which he fug- 
gefted. He faid, the progrefs of meafures whick 
were ni in the prefent fituation of affairs, 
could, however, only be left fafely to the conduc 
of the executive government. He farther obferved, 
that it was important for the fupporters of the mo- 
tion, to confider, whether the mesfures which they 
might with to recommend, were fuch as might obli 
the country to give up the chance of a faecefafal 
peace al » or to make it on terms inconfiftent 
with the honour of the nation. If the motion was. 
im pes the profpe® of peace muft either be en- 
tire A ae ups or peace muft be made on terms in- 
confftent with our honour. An honourable peace 
could only be had by perfeverance in the vigorous. 
condué we had hitherto purfued. 

Mr. Fox concludeda very eloquent fpeech upen 
this occafion, in the following emphatic terms: Jet 
us manifeft to the world a fpirit of moderattfn, and: 
this night addrefs his majelty to‘commence a nego- 
tiation with the republic of France. fay, republic, 
for there is more in names than we can imagine. He 
concluded by declaring, that he wifhed. not for a 
difhonourable » Or peace on any other terms 
than fuch as were worthy the charaéter and Situation: 
of the country, but fuch it was his decided opinion 
might be obtained. On the’ divifion of the houfe, 
there appeared for Mr. Grey’s motion, fifty ; agninft 
it, one hundred and eighty-nine. 

ln the courfe of the month of April, the houfe of 
commons was engaged in a warm debato relative to: 
the expedition in the Weft Indies. Several motions 
were made and negatived, and: others carried’;- and. 
thus terminated, for the prefent, after long uninte- 
refting debates, this political conte, without effea- 
ing the purpofe for which it was brought on.tbe 
ta 


is. 

‘in the beginning of May, the gencral condu& of 
adminiftrativp came under difcuffion in the houfe of 
lords, on the motion of the marquis of Lanfdowne,, 
refpeGing {ome government papcrs, for the produc- 


the Amelia, which had the misfortune to bulge upon a: 
rock. Fi it impoflible to fave the thip, or any 

of the flores, they got into the boat, committed themfelves- 
the waves, and were fatcly wafted to. 
Otaheite. The natives, not unaccuftomed 
to the colour of their thin, or the found of their languaze,. 
received them with every token of aflection and joy ;. 
affigned them lands, and fervants to cultivate them; 
adopted ahem into the order of nobility, and, as a proof. 
of the infignia of their elevation, tgttowed them from top- 
to bottom. 
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tior of which he had previoufly moved. His lord- 
fiip reminded the houft, that fo long ago as the 
fifteenth of December, 1779, and the eighth of De- 
ecmber, 1780, he had {ed two motions, in or- 
der to fuggeft that fyftem of public operations with 
which jt was his with that the refolutions then to be 
brought forward, fhould be followed. In this fyftem 
he had been a Galan by many of the prefent ad- 
miniftration, who appeared to have fince abandoned 
it. He therefore wifhed to afford.them an opportu- 
nity of fhewing whether they ftill adhered to their 
former refolution, ‘* that the influence of the crown 
was increafed, is inereafing, and ought to be di- 
minifhed ;” or, if they had apofiatized, that the 
public fhould be in pofleffion of documents upon 
which to form an impartial eftimate of their charac- 


ter. 

He faid he wifhed to- draw the attention ef the 
houfe to fome very interefting particulars." Thefe par- 
ticulars, which, efter enumerating, his lordfhip ob- 
ferved, that time would fail him in mentioning all 
the meafures which had been introduced and fanc- 
tioned by the prefent adminiftration, and he was tired 
with infpeéting the red bgpk, that regifter of cor- 
ruption. Yet all this taken place undcr the 
condutt of fome noble Jords, who came into office 
abetting the principle that the influence of the crown 
had increafed, was increafing, and ought to be di- 
minifhed ’ 

The marquis faid, that perceiving no effe@ual fteps 
taken to realize thofe- meafures of reform, for which 
minifters at their entrance into office fleod pledged, or 
thofe recommended by commiffioners appointed by 
parliament, it was neceffary to inquire into fo extra- 
ordinary an omiflion, as well as whether any new 
offices had been created ?—Whether any old falaries 
had been increafed oa flight pretences ’—Whether 
any falaries had been ted for fpecial purpofes, 
and continued when the reafon for them ceafed?— 
Whether any warrant for beneficial grants had been 
diref&ted ?-—-And, on the whole, whether the public 
expences had increafed ghee the fupplies annually 
granted by parliament? His lordfhip proceeded to 
cenfure the war as bloody and profufe beyond ex- 
ample, and our fituition on the whole as calling for 
the inoft accurate inveftigation ; and concluded with 
moving for an enquiry into the feveral abufes which 
he had pointed out. 

The arguments and motion of the noble marquis 
were fupported by the earls of Lauderdale and Moua, 
and oppoféd by lords Auckland, Hawkefbury, and 
earl Spencer, Lord Auckland entered into a very 
elaborate fatement of the difference of our prof pay 
in the years 1783 and 1795, to prove the great ad- 
vantages on the fide of the latter. When thc houfe 
divided, there appeared for the motion of the mar- 
quis of Lanfdowne twelve, againft it one hundred 
and four. 
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Severe accufations were brought againft minifters 
in the houfe of commons on the fixth of May, by 
Mr. Groy, on which he grounded a motion for ini- 
peachment. He obferved, that the power of the 
purfe was the beft fecurity for the liberty of the peo- 
ple; and this the houfe would not allow to be in- 
croached upon without betraying a moft facred truft, 
and violating a moft valuable privilege. This duty 
was ftill more important from the magnitude of ex- 
pence which they had to fuperintend. It was, he 
flated, his mtention to confine his motion to three 

ain and fimple confiderations ; fir&t, that minifters 

violated the exprefs ftipulations of the appropri- 
ation a&, by applying grants to different lervices 
than thofe to which they were voted; fecondly, 
that they had prefented falfe accounts to the houfe 
to: conceal this infra&ion; and, thirdly,.that they 
had violated another law for regulating the office of 
paymafter-general of the army. He defired the houfe- 
to confider, that there was an act paffed-every feflions, 
after the grants for the year were made, appropriat- 
ing certain fums to certain purpofes refpecting the 
different articles in the army. By a paper on the 
tahle, he would, however, fhew that this a& had in 
many inftances been violated. He faid, that if a ne= 
ceffity for {uch a violation had exifted, minifters were 
bound-to come to parliament for an a& of indemni- 
oe spay | as poflible, and to ftate the rcafons for 
uch a neceflity. They, however, had a€ted on the 
contrary. They had endeavoured to cenceal the in- 
fraétion of the law from the eye of fcrutiny by x 
confufed account, and thus afforded additional ground 
for the fevereft cenfure. By papers on the table it 
appeared, that to Auguft twenty-firft, 1795, for the 


“quarter preceding, cight millions of the grants of the 


current year had been expended, and ftill thefe ar- 
rears remained due. The premier acknowledged 
that fome irregularities had occurred ; but nothing 
criminal had bees wiifully committed. Upon a va- 
ricty of inftances which he adduced, Mr.Grey formed. 
fifteen refolutions, the laft of which ftated, that ‘* im 
the inftances mentioned, his majefty’s minifter had 
been guilty of prefenting falfe accounts, calculated 
to miflead the judgment of the houfe¥ of a Aagrant 
violation ef yarious aGls of parliament, and a grofs 
mifapplication of the public money.” 

Mr. Pitt replied to the feveral allegations of Mr. 
Grey iia eas ability, cited many precedents, and 
enumerated cireumftances in exculpation of minif- 
ters, from the charges exlubited againft them by their 
opponents. 

r. Stecle moving the previous queftion, two hun- 
dred and nine votes aguint thirty-eight, appear d 
for the minifter. 

On the tenth of May an important motion was 
brought forward in both houfes of parliament, re- 


- fpe&ing a change of meafures in regard to csternal 


politics, That in the houfe of lords was moved . 
¥ 
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by the carl of Guildford, who. after reciting a variety 
uf inflances to prove the mifeondu& of minifters in 
carving on the war, moved for an addrefs at great 
length, concluding with declaring, that the houte 
thought itielf bound in duty to his majefty, to pro- 
fels they faw no rational hope of redecming the af- 
fairs of the kingdom, but by the adoption of a {vftem 
radically different from that which had produced the 
preient calamities. 

The fame motion which had been introduced by the 
earl of Guildford in the houfe of lords, was brought 
forward on the fame day by Mr. Fox in the houfe of 
conunons, and with the fame eflv&. He fatirifed the 
rafinefs which had driven the nation into a war, and 
the incapacity maniteited in the progrefs of it. In 
the former there appeared, upon a divifion for the 
queition, ten againft one hundred and ten, In the 
latter, the ayes for the motion were forty-two, againi 
two hundred and fixteen. 

In April, two ftrange political phaznomena pre- 
fented themfelves ; theie were a fecond budget, and 
a fecond loan in the fame feflion. The fubjett of the 
fecond badget produced a long debate, in which Mr. 
Grey took the lead on the oppofition fide of the houle. 
Mr. alderman Newnbam made fome pointed obferva- 
tions on the partial manner in which the bufincfs of 
the Joan had been conducted ; but when the refolu- 
tions were put, they were agreed to without a divi- 
fion; and the pew tax-bills which the miniter 
brought forward, 11 confequence of his fecond bud- 
get, were all | aalgrs into laws, without any further 
ry tia , a few days before, the conchifien ef the 
effion. 

Mr. Wilberforce, according te annual cuftom, 
again moved for the abolition of the flave trade. He’ 

ferved, that the firlt of January 1796, was the 
riod allotted by the houfe for the abolition of this in- 
famous trafic. The motion was oppofed by general 
Tarleton, Mr. Dundas, and a confiderable number 
of gentlemen. It was ably fupported by Mr. Pitt, 
Mr. teryeant Adair, and Mr. Fox. To the regret of 
the friends of humanity, the nanrow views of intereft 
and policy prevailed over every eonfideration of re- 
higion and jufttce. The houfe would not even receive 
a bill propofed by Mr. Francis for improving the 
condition cof the flaves. 


The feflion was clofed as nfual by 2 fpeech from 


* The following acconnt of the Vendean General, Cha- 
sette, apr eared im the Parifian papers. 

 Eatirely defeated by the republican army—his troops 
difperfed and iscapahic of being colk ced again and rallied 
hiatll clofely purfued, Charette afumed the drefs of a 
peafant, with the hope of cluding the {tri fearch that was 
making after iim. He wandered for f.me time amon 
the fields alone, and was at length difcovered and eb 
by a republican parle. Hos ftrength being at loft cx- 
haufted, be funk upon the ground, and was taken by two 
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the throne, on the nineteenth of May, in which hig 
majcefty announced his intention of giving immediate 
direétions for calling a new parliament, extolled the 
regurd both houfes had paid to the fafety and welfare 


of his people, in the provifions they had made for 
fupprefling fedition and civil tumult, and for re- 
{training the progrefs of principles fubverfive of all 


eftablifhed governments. He fignified the greateft 
fatisfaGion in obferving the difficulties arifing to his 
fubje&s, from the hich prices of corn, being in a great 
degree removed ; and thanked the commons for their 
very liberal fupplies, On the following day the par- 
liament was diftolved by proclamation ; and thus ter- 
minated a parliament, concerning whofe condu@ a 
more unanimous verdi& may be expected from pof- 
terity, than from the prefent age. 
While the belligerent powers on the Rhine were 
colleéting their forces to open the gitar i of 1796, 
as foon as the time limited for the armiftice fhould 
expire ; the civil war in the weftern departments 
of France was haftening to a conclufion': after 
feveral defeats of the various rebel armies, and 
the capture and death of their leaders, Charette * 
and Stoflet, the remainder of the infurgents, claffed 
under the names of Chouans and Vendeans, harafied 
on every fide, {ubmitted to the forces of th® tepub- 
lic, or to the magiitrates of the different communes, 
and peaee was finally reftored to that defolated de- 
partment, 
he campaign in Italy opened this year on the 
ninth of April. The republican armies had hitherto 
only fcaled the vanguard of the Alps, from whence 
alfo they had been den, after having viewed in per- 
fpeétive the immenfe difficulties they had to encoun- 
ter, before they could fucceed in schieting the con- 
queft of Italy. They had poffeflion of the coaft from 
Nice to Genoa; but the paflage into Italy was 
blockaded by the Aufirian and Sardinian armics, 
who had apparently taken the moft cffe@ual mea- 
fures to prevent the further progrefs of the enemy. 
The army of Italy, having received confidcrable re- 
inforcements, was entrufted to the command of 
neral Bonaparte, a young Corfcan of the moft daring 
courage, and the moft enterprifing ambition ; but an 
officer of whofe military {kill no mention had been hi- 
therto made during the courfe of the revolution +. 
The firft a&ion of the prefent campaign occurred 
near 


grenadiers, whe carried h’m on their fhoulders to the next 
poft, from whence he was conveyed to Angers. At An- 
gers he was tried and fentenced to be thot. The fentence 
was immediately carried into execution.” 

+ It is remarkable, that when this extraordinary maa 
firkt figured in the grand theatre of the world, he called him- 
felf Buonaparte, altending to the Ralian oethography ; but 
when he thought he faw a diftant glimpfe of tha:-hunours 
which awaited him, he gallicifed hrs name, and has ever 
fince called himfelf Bonaparte, judicionfly omitting the Og 
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nesr Savona, on the fhores of the Mediterranean, 
where the French general was attacked by the trodps 
under the Auftrian general Beaulieu, and driven back 
to the lines near Savona, ing on their fuc~ 
cefs, the Aufirians advanced i hopes of cutting off 
the retreat of the divifion which — had repulfed ; 
but Bonaparte who had forefeen his retreat, had 
firengthencd his poft on the flanks of the Auftrians, 
who were advancing, but who had been held in 
check by the forces which occupied the poft of Mon- 


The following memoirs of Buonaparte, as far as they ex- 
tend, are averred to be authentic: 

«‘ This extraordinary man, born in the town of Ajaccio, 
in Corfica, in 1767, isthe fon of Charles Buonaparte, and 
Letitia Raniolini. His father, who was alfo a native of 
Ajaccio, was bred to the civil law at Rome, and took part 
with the celebrated Paoli, in the ever-memorable ftruggle 
made by a handful of brave iflanders, againft the tyranni- 
cal efforts of Louis XV. and the Machiavelian fchemes of 
his minifter, Choifeul. 

*¢ T am affured, by a near relation of the family, that he 
not only laid afide the gown u this occafion, but ac- 
tually carried a mufquet as a private fentinel. 

‘On the conqueft of the ifland, he withed to retire 
with the-pallant chieftain who had fo eee! ftruggled for 
its independence; but he was prevented by his uncle, a 
canon, who exercifed a parental authority over him. 

“In 1773, a deputation from the three eftates was fent 
to wait on the king of France; and on this occafion, 
Charles Buonaparte was fele&ed to reprefent the nobles. 
He was foon after promoted to the office of procuratore 
reale of Ajaccio, where his anceftors, fuppofed to have 
been originally from Tufcany, had been fettled nearly two 
hundred years. ; 

“ The dmaly of the elder Buonaparie was numerous, for 
he had feven children, four fons and three daughters. It 
was his good fortune, however, to be cherifhed by the 
French; and both he and his family lived in the greateft 
intimacy with M. de Marboeuf, the governor, who ree 
ceived a revenue of fix. y thoufand livres a year, on con- 
ditien of doing nothing! An intendant was paid nearly 
as much; afd a {warm of hungry leeches, engendered in 
the corruption of the court of Verfailles, at one and the 
fame time fucked the blood of the Corficans, and drained 
the treafure of the mother country ; in fhort, like the con- 

uefts of more recent times, the {ubjugation of that ifland 

gems to have been achieved for no other purpofe than 
to gratify avarice, and fatiate rapacity. 

On the death of his friend Charles Buonaparte, M. de 
Marbceuf continued to patronize his family, and- placed 
his fecond fon Napoleone, the fubje@ of thefe memcirs, 
at the Ecole Militaire, or Military Academy. The advan- 
tages refulting from this feminary, which has produced 
more great men than any other in Eusope, were not loft 


on young Buo ©; he the reapplied himfelf, with equal 
affiduity and addrefs, to mathematics, and ftudied the art 


of war as a regular fcience. Born in the midft of a repub- 
lican ftruggle in his native land, it was his good tortune 
to burft into manhood at the moment when the couniry of 
his choice thook off the chains with which fhe had been 


manacied for centuries. Theic was alfo fomething in his | try and their friends.” 
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tenotte, lying between Voltriand Savona, The pof- 
feflion of this poft was abfolutely neceffary to cutting 
off the retreat of the divifion of the French, whom 
they had pevely defeated ; and as it appeared 
probable that the Auftrians would renew the attack, 
Bonaparte feat. a divifion, under general Maffena, to 
take advantage of the night, and gain the rear of the 
Auftrian army. 

General Beaulieu, having reinforced his army, be- 
gan the attack at break of day. The fucceis was 


manners and habits that announced him equal to the fitu- 
ation for which he feems to have been deftined: inftead 
of imitating the frivolity of the age, his mind was conti- 
nually occupied by ufeful fludies ; and from the Lives of 
Plutarch, a volume of which he always carried in his 
pocket, he learned, at an early age, to copy the manners, 
and emulate the aétions, of antiquity. With this difpofi- 
tion, it is but little wonder that he trould have dedicated 
his life to the profeflion of arms, 

*¢ In the winter of 1796, general Buonaparte was united 
to Madame Beauharnois, a Peautiful French woman, who 
had experienced a variety of perfecutions during the time 
of Roberfpierre. Her former hufband had attained the 
rank of general in the fervice of the republic, and had al- 
ways conducted himfelf as a friend of libettf. On that 
memorable day when Louis XVI. and his f¢mily repajred 
to Paris, M. de Beauharnois fat as prefident of the na- 
tional aflembly, and exhibited great dignity ofdemeancur, 
He fell a vi&im, however, to the terrutifts, wha, joining 
the narrow ideas of feQarifts to the ferocious chara¢ter pe- 
culiar to themfelves, perfecuted all whofe opinions were 
not exaétly conformable te their own ftandard. M. Barrasy 
at length, luckily for her, extended his prote@tion to the 
widow, who was afterwards the wife of his friend. 

“ As to his perfon, Buonaparte is of {mall Mature, but 
admirably proportioned. He is of a {pare fiabit of body, 

et robuit, and calculated to undergo the greateft fatigues. 
His complexion, like that of all the males of fouthern cli- 
mates, ivolive ; his eyes blue, his chin prominent, thelower 
part of his face thin, and his forehead fquare and pro- 
jecting. The large whole length Italian print, publithed 
in London by Seftolini, exhibits a good likenefs; but the 
beft portrait ever taken of him was at Verona, in confe- 
quence of the folicitations of an Englith artitt, who ap- 
plied to him for this purpofe, by means of a letter from a 
relation, now in London. 

“ With refpect to his mind, he poffeffes uncommon attain~ 
ments. He converfes freely, and without pedantry, on 
all fubjeGts, and writes and fpeaks with fluency and elo- 
quence. Above all things he has attempted, and in a 

reat meafure obtained, the maftery over his paffions, 
Fle is abftemious at his weals, and was never feen in tha 
flighteft degree intoxicated ; he poffeffes many friends, 
but has no minions ; and preferves an inviolable fecrecy, 
by means of a rigorous Gilence, far better than other men 
do by a loquacious hypocrify. 

« His mother, the beautiful Laetitia Buonaparte, is ftill 
alive, as are alfo his two fifters,. ane) ee lately taken 
prifoners by an Englith armed veffel, during their pailage 
from France to Corfica ; but were reftored to their coun- 
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various, and the viftorv remained undecided, until 
the divifion under general Maflena, who had been 
fent round by Bonaparte, appeared on their left and 
rear, Unable to withftand this thock, the Auftrian 
army was thrown into confufion, and being com- 
nletely routed, was purfued by the French to Cairo. 
Their lofs amounted to three thoufand five hundred 
mien, of whom two thoufand were prilonetrs. 

The viétory at Montenotte was immediately fol- 
lowed by one more fignal and decifive at the village 
of Millefimo over the united Auftrians and Piedmon- 
tefe, and which proved more fatal to our allies. 

After thefe fuccefies, Bonaparte having made dif- 
pofitions to march forwards to Mondovi, the Pied- 
montefe general, count Colli, apprehending the iffue 
of a contefl where he might ea fly be furrounded, and 
his retreat cut off, withdrew during the night to 
that place. .\t break of day the French attached 
him at the entrance of Vico; thé redoubt, which 
covered the centre of the Picdmontefe army, was 
taken ; and Mondovi itfelf 0+ the fameday, upon the 
further retreat of the Piedmontefe, fell into the hands 
of the French, fo that, finding it now impoflible to 
withftand the force of the republicans, the Pied- 
montefe retreated further towards Turin, from 
whence the French were diftant but twenty-four 

iles, while gencral Angereau was abont to pafs the 

anaro on the right flank of the retreating army. 

Thefe three battles were decifive of the fate of Sar- 
dinia *; for the aged monarch then feated on the 
throne, was under a neceffity of difpatching bis mi- 

mifter to Paris, who concluded a treaty with the re- 
public on the feventeenth of May. As Piedmont lay 
entirely at the mercy of the conqueror, the king was 
compelled to fubmit to what conditions were ai 
‘pofed. A peace was foon concluded between him 
and the French, to whom he ceded the duchy of Sa- 
voy, and county of Nice. 

By this treaty, ‘he agreed to withdraw himfelf in 
the mofi unequivocal manner from every alliance, of- 
fenfive or defenfive, formed with any of the pow- 
ers in the coalition againft the French republic ; to 


renounce both for himielf and his fucceffors for ever, 


all title to Savoy, Nice, and the country now form- 
ing the department of the maritime Alps; to deter- 
mine the limits of the refpeétive countries by new 
demarcations advantageous to the republic; and to 
nt a full and entire amnefty to all thofe of his 
ubje&s who had been or were profecuted for their 
litical opinions. 
In thefe arduous ced ag Bonaparte was ably 
by the zeal of his generals, each of whoin 
on bis re{pe&tive divifion with that alertnefs which 
could alone have enfured fuccefs in a wag among the 


Alps. 


* The king of Sardinia dicd in O@ober, foon after the 
figning of this treaty, aged fexenty, and his fon Charles 
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The Auftrians, defeated in feveral attempts, te- 
treated to Lodi on the river Addi, where marfhal 
Beaulieu had concentrated his force. To pais the 
bridge in the face of the Auftrian army, advantage- 
oufly pofted, was incurring certain defiruéion to 
numbers; Bonaparte, however, fult of confidence in 
his foldiers, gave peremptory orders that the attack 
fhould be made by the bridge. Accordingly a batta- 
lion of grenadiers bore down all before them, and 
reached the bridge of Lodi, excluiming, “ Long live 
the ape blic but ig rage fire kept up by the 
enemy having od their progrefs, the generals 
Berthier, Mafiens, tad Cervoni ruthed corners ; yet 
even their prefence would have been inefle@tual, had 
it not been for the intrepidity of Bonaparte, who, 
fnatching a ftandard from the hand of a fubaltern, 
enna himéelf in the front, and animating his foldiers 

y his a@ions and Lp iesietes (for his voice was 
drowned in the noife of cannon and mufquetry) they 
rufhed on with impctuofity, feized the Auftrian ar- 
tillery, broke through the lines, and throwing the 
whole into diforder, ended the conteft. While one 
part of the republican forces purfued Beaulieu to- 
wards Mantun, the reft entered Milan on the eigh- 
tecath of May, without further refiftance; and the 
French armies gained poffeflion of the whole of Lom- 
bardy. Bonaparte, having alarmed the pope by an 
invafion of his territories, granted the favour of a 
truce to him, and procecded to cover the ficge of 
Mantua. 

_In Holland, after feveral contefts between the va- 
rious parties re{pecting the convocation of a conven- 
tional aflembly, the two provinces of Friezland and 
Zealand, which had been moft averfe to the propofi- 
tion, affented to the with of the majority ; and the 
national affembly was inftalled on the firft of March, 
1796. One of the firft a&s of the affembly ivas a 
declaration of war againft Kngland, which had de- 
prived the republic of almoft ull its colonies both in 
the Faft and Weft Indies. 

Official difpatches from Bombay, dated the ninth 
of Novemher, 1795, and received in England the 
fecond of March 1796, announced the capture of the 
ifland of Ceylon, with its valuable fettlements of Ma- 
lacca, Cochin, and Jaffnapatam. Malacca was taken 
by major Brown ; Cochin, on the Malabar coaft, by 
a = ball Honiley forces ; and Jalfnapa- | 
tam, on the i of Ceylon, by admiral Rajnie 
and coloned Stuart. si a : 

On the eleventh of March, Mr. Joddrell made a 
motion in the houfe of commons, for extending ana- 
tomical diffestion to perfons gailty of burglary, or 
highway robbery ; but, upon finding the fenfe of the 
houfe againft the meafure, he withdrew it. © - 

The Englifh cabinet, on the eighth of Masch, by 


Emanuel fuccceded hin. 
the 
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the agency of its ambaffador to the Helvetic fates, | 
had communicated to the government of France, by 
their ambaffador at Bafle, a feries of propofitions re- 
lative to a general pacification. The apparent mo- 
tive of this communication was to afcertain whether 
there was any difpofition in France, to open a nego- 
tiation with his Britannic majefty and his allics, 
for that purpofe; and whether it would be epee 
to appoint a congrefs to arrange and adjuft the 
terms? The direftory, anxious to evinec its difpofi- 
tion for peace, declared it was its fincere defire to 
make peace, and detailed the conditions on which it 
was prepared to offer it; of which one was indifpenfi- 
ble, namely, that of retaining the provinces in the 
Low Countries, which by the conftitutional a& had 
been united to the French republic. Thefe propo- 
fitions, as might reafonably be fuppofed, were de- 
clared by the Englith miniftry to be utterly inadmif- 
fible. 

The Executive Dire&tory, on the tenth of May, 
fent a meflage to the Legiflative Body, announcing 
that a confpiracy was to have burft forth upon the 
morrow at da eae The Legiflative Body, the 
Dire&ory, and the chiefs of the army of the intcrior, 
were to. have been maffacred ; pillage and flaughter 
at once extending their ravages throughout this 
great city. ; 

The confpirators arrefted on this occafion were 
Drouet, Babceuf, Antonelle, Riccard, Roflignol, 
Laignelot, Chaftes, Germain, Darthez, and the fecre- 
tary of Jofeph Lebon. Vadier and Amar made their 


efcape. 

The armiftice on the Rhine, terminated on the 
thirty-firft of May, and the campaign opened imme- 
diately after that date. General Moreau had been 
appointed, by the Dire@tory, to the command in chief 
of the French army of the Rhine and Mofelle, as fuc- 
ceffor to general Pichegru, who was nominated am- 
baffador to Sweden. 

The firft operations of the French were fuccefsful ; 
geneyal Kleber forced the paffage of the Sieg, fur- 
prifed the van of the Auftrian army at Altenkirchen, 
under the prince of Wirtemberg, and totally defeated 
it, with the lofs, on the part of the Auftrians, of two 
thoufand four hundred killed and wounded, and three 
thoufand taken prifoners. 

The republicans were not fo fortunate in an en- 

gement near the Lahn ; but they afterwards re- 
fieced Frankfort, Wurtzburg, and other confider- 
able towns. ‘They were, however, defeated in fe- 
veral a@tions in the autumn, and found it expedient 
to re-crofs the Rhine. 

Moreau, the commander in the Upper Rhine, took 
the fort of Kehl, and made great ravages in the cne- 

.my’s country. At Rewhen, the Auftrians fled before 

him, and he was completely viGorious at Raftadt 

He compelled the duke of Wirtemberg to decline 

all oppofition to the French eaufe, and even to fue ! 
2 
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for peace. He entered the Bavarian capital, and 
exaéted large contributions from the eleétor as the 
price of a truce. But, receiving intelligence that 
the emperor had augmented his forces, he meditated 
a retreat, which he accomplithed with great addrefs. 
He encountered many difficulties in his perilous 
march from the Lech to the Rhine, the relation of 
which aftonifhed all the world. 

In Italy the French profecuted the war as fuccefs- 
fully as they had commenced the campaign. Bona- 
parte attacked the Aufirians at Mori, where they 
were ftrongly entrenched ; and, after a feycre con- 
teft, on the fourth of September, they were defeated, 
and compelled to take refuge in Trent. To cover 
this city, the Auftrians had rallied at the pafs of Cal- 
liano, and had taken pofitions which appeared im- 
pregnable. The addrefs and courage of the divifion 
under A sey Maffena furmounted every obftacle ; 
and, after a long and obftinate confli@; in which the 
French made fix thoufand prifoners, and took twent 
pieces of cannon, this general viétorioufly entered 
the city. Bonaparte, inftead of continuing his 
march into the Tyrol, direéted his courfe to the 
right, and followed Wurmfer to the valley of Brenta. 
Purfuing his march along the river of this name, he 
defeated the Auftrians on the eighth of September, 
in four fucceflive engagements, forced general 
Wurmfer from Baffano, where he had eftablifhed his. 
head-quarters, and purfued him fe vigoroufly, that 
he was obliged to retreat towards Tricfe. 

Bonaparte intended to have prevented him from 

netrating into Mantua, and had taken meafures to 

urround him, and oblige him to furrender, but 
‘Wurmier’s marches’ were too rapid, to enable him 
to carry his plan into execution. The Auftrian ge- 
neral met with refiftance in his march; but as he 
had to contend with inferior forces, he fucceeded in 
making good his way to Mantua, where the French 
attackin; and obtaining, after great flaughter, the 
pofts of Favorito and St. George in the fuburbs of that 
city, and not having artillery to form a fiege, turned 
the whole into a blockade. In this attack it is fup- 
pofed the Imperialifts loft twenty thoufand men; 
and this was the third army which had been deftroyed 
in the courfe of this campaign, in attempting to re. 
duce Lombardy once more under the Auftrian yoke. 

Bonaparte, to fhew that it was not his intention 
to arreft the in the of the arts and fciences, in the 

arts of Italy waich he had lately conquered, ad- 
hreffed two letters to the aftronomer Oriani, and the 
municipalities of Milan and Pavia, in one of which 
are inferted the following words— The fciences, 
“‘ which do honour to the human mind ; the arts, 
‘¢ which embellifh human life, and tranfinit illuftri. 
*‘ ous adtions to pofterity, fhould be peculiarly 
‘« refpeéted in all free governments. All men of 


_ & genius, all thofe who have obtained a diftinguithed 


“€ rank in the republic of letters, are Frenchmen, 
ve , whatever 
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*¢ whatever may be the country in which they were 


“ bora *.” 

In the beginning of the year, general Nichols re- 
Picci Sates mn Welt-Indies, and 
having received fome reinforcements, attacked the 
French at Port Royal in Jamaica, once without fuc- 
cefs, and with confiderable lof, but in a fecond and 
more defperate attempt, he carried their works by 
ftorm. ‘The lofs of the Britifh was inconfiderable. 
After this fignal defeat the infurgents were every 
where defeated, and compelled to fubmit+. The 
tedu&ion of the ifland of St. Lucia under the Britifh 
government, was effeéted in May by the troops under 
general Abercrombie, but not without confiderable 
refiftance on the part of the French infurgents. At 
length, a capitulation was agreed upon for the whole 
ifland, and the garrifon, to the amount of two thou- 
fand men, furrendered prifouers of war. The fate 
of St. Vincent's, depended greatly upon that of St. 
Lucia, and as the opponents to the Britith forces 
werc chiefly a herd of undifciplined favages, they be- 
came an eafy conqueft, and were prefently fubdued. 
By the indefatigable zeal and a@tiivity of general 
Walpole, the Maroons were brought to fubmutlion ; 
the greater pert of them laid down their arms, and 
foon after the remainder furrendered. They were 
removed with their families ia the month of June, to 
Lower Canada, where lands were provided for them 
by the el Reema of Jamaica. 

Though every power in Europe had felt in fome 
degree the force of the French arms; England had 
hitherto, except in the accumulation of debt, and the 
derangement of her finances, fuffered the leaft incon- 
venience from the war. It was therefore fuggeited, 
that the moft effeQual mode of oppofing England 
fince the naval force of France could not injure her 
commerce, was to fhut out her manufa@ures from 
every port in Europe. The proclamation iffued by 
the Fnglith miniier, permitting the exportation of 
goods to the Netherlands and the United Provinces, 
induced the Dutch convention to iffue a counter pro- 


* On the twenty-fifth of OGober, 1795, the French mi- 
nifler of war pronounced the following inflated {peech, 
defcriptive of the vidories of the iy Sa ies army in Italy, 
on hu prefenting tothe Executive Dire@ory citizen Mar- 
mont, aid-de-camp to general Bonaparte.—‘“ The army 
** of Italy, always triumphant, prefent to you the iy seg 
* of new viories. The encmy vanquilhed at Cattigli- 

~ one, receaved confiderable reinforcements ; they pre- 
a peer a frefh attack in the hopes of repairing their de- 
‘‘feats; but they were met by an army sccuffomed to 
*< conqueft, and the battle of Saint s, put a period 
“to their eflorts. Pofterity will hardly credit the evi- 
dence of lufiorv, that in one campaign, a22 Irary 
was conquered ; that three armies were fuccefiiyely de- 
flroyed; that upwards of fifty flands of colours re- 
waiged in the hands of the conquerors; that forty thou- 
Grians laid down their arms: In fine, that thirty 

thiiifand Frenchmen, under a warrior of twenty-five 
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clamation, forbidding, tinder fevers penalties, the 
entry of fuch goods into the Dutch republic, and re- 
training them from engaging in this commerce, 

This new fyftem of hoitilities wa¥ adopted through- 
out the greateft part of Eu The Englith ma- 
n found no entrance into any port from the 
Elbe to the Adriatic, except thofe of Portugal. 
Spain, by the declaration of war, had entered partly 


into the plan. Genoa, after ftruggles to 
keep her neutrality refpefted, unfortunately 
in the midft of three great powers thafe of England, 
Auftria, and France, and her territory violated fuc- 


ceffively by each, was compelled to vield to the ur- 
eee remonfirances of the French republic, and by a 
ormal treaty (on O@ober ninth) a to thut u 


ron ae the Englith. was in pof- 
feffion of republican troo mae the Englith 
found themfelves confined in the Mediterranean to 
the poffeffion of the ifland of Elbe, before Leg. 
harn, to which they retreated when expelled from 
that ere Their Italian allies, the pope and the 
kit Naples, were by the conditions of the ar- 
miftice with the French republic, circum{cribed in 
» their meaus of affording affiftance. Corfica was alfo 
at this period evacuated by the Englifh, who having 
taken pofleffion of it when the tyranny of the jacobins 
had fubje&ted France, had found the Icfs refiftance 
in ifhing the forms of monarchial govern- 
ment. The Corficans hardly waited the withdraw- 
ing of the Englith troops, before they formed them- 
felves into primary affemblies to fend deputies to the 
commiffioners in Italy, to diveft themfelves of their 
title of fubje&s to che king of England, and “ fwear 
ar tance to liberty, as citizens of the French re- 
public.” 

In the mean time the inhabitants of the countries 
fouth of the Po, which had been conquered by the 
French, adopted meafures for the formation of new 
governments, under the proteétion of the French re- 
public. The cities of Bologna, Ferrara, and Reg- 
gio,-were leagued in the confederation, and pro- 


“¢ years of age, performed all thefe prodigies. The army of 
. Italy kas are triumphs to obtain: a career to rua till 
“ more glorious and afomidting : to reftore vi@ory to the 
‘army of the Rhine, and convince an cnemy, ready to 
“ pride itfelf on ephemeral advantages, that Frenchmen 
“ are every where the fame, and that whilft they combat 
** for liberty, nothing can refift their c e.” 
+ The French new{paper, entitled L’ Ecatr, was forgedin 
London about this time, to anfwer a ftock-jobbing pur- 
. ft snnounced that a preliminary convention for ‘aie 
een France and the ay tad been figned at Bafle. 
An aGtion was afterwards brought by the pr of 
the Telegraph, againit the proprietors of the Morning Poft, 
for i the above paper o& them for publication, 
knowing ,it ‘to be forged. Th .caufe was: tried in 
the court of King’s Bench, and » veedid was given in &- 
vour of the plaintiff, ; 


‘ coodéd 


GEORGE 


ceeded to the formation of its refpeftive governments, 
in each of which fimilar regulations took place. 

Among others, the privileges and even the name 
of ncble was abolifhed, and the various enfigns 
and blazonry of the order were not fuifered to ap- 
ear, 

Notwithflanding the vaft fuperiority of the Eng- 
lifh naval forces in almoft every part of the «loke, the 
French had the dexterity to clude their vigilance, 
aud fucceeded in an expedition to Newfoundland, 
where they defiroyed Britith property to a large 
amount; but this lofs on the part of the Englifh was 
compenfated foon after, by the advantages gained 
over the Dutch at the Cape of Good Hope, where 
admiral Lucas, with his fyuadron confifting of feven 
{hips, were captured, or rather delivered into the 
power of the Englith, by the defection of the crews 
under his command, This fquadron had eluded the 
vigilance of the Englifh bv efiecting a paffage early 
in the fpring, and was to have been joined by a 
French {quadron of fufficient force to accomplifh the 
purpofe for which the expedition was deltined—the 
recapture of the oe The French fquadron were to 
have been equipped at the expence of the Dutch, who 
could obtain this aid upon no other conditions; the 
money was regularly paid to the French govern- 
ment ; but the fquadron was never prepared ; and 
the Dutch, after fevcral months of ufelefs folicitation, 
inftead of recovering their poffeffion:, were comypel- 
led to fubmit to the lofs of the forces which they had 
fent to retake them, 

In the beginning of O&ober, general Bournonville 
had been difpatched from Holland to replace Jour- 
dan, and re-mforce the army of the Sambre and 
Meufe, with the divifion of the army under his com- 
mand. In addition to the poft oppofite Hunin- 
gue, and the village of Kebl, the French kept 
yofiefion of Neuwied, on the right fide of the 

hine, a few miles below the fortrefs of Ehrenbreit- 
ficin. The Autirians, in order to poffefs them- 
{elves of this important place, crofied the Rhine, to 
divert the attention of the republicans from the at- 
tack which they had meditated, from the ifland, one 
fide of which ftill communicated with the fort, as the 
bridge was unbroken in that part, and from the main 
land, where the regular batteries were already efia- 
blifhed. This expedition was planned for the cap- 
ture of the whole garrifon ; but the French general, 
anticipating the defign of the Auftrians, made his 
difpofitions to receive them at the true point of at- 
tack, and, after an obftinate confli&, repelled them 
with confiderable lofs. ; 

During this period, the emperor had affembled a 
fourth army to liberate general Wurmfer, who was 
fhut up with his troops in Mantua. This army, 
commanded by generals Alvinzi and Davidovich, 
having received great reinforcements, the latter ex- 
pelled the French from the Trent and the Tyrolefe. 
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Gencral Alvinzi was attacked on the feventh of No- 
veinber withthe utmoft fury, near the village of Arcola 
by the republicans, commanded by Bonaparte : night 
alone terininated,the battle, during which the French 

fell back on Verona. The battle of Arcola was fingu- 

larly fatal to the French generals, by whofe diftin- 

guithed efforts of bravery, victory was taken ont of 

the hind of fortune. Bonaparie cfeaping huntelf 

with difficulty, loft both his aids-di-camp, who fell 

by his fide. The refult of this bloody conilict, which 

was fought for eight fucceflive days, was the lofs on 

the part of the Auffrians of twelve thoufind men, in 

killed, wounded, and prifoners, befides four flags 
and eighteen guns, Their lofs in thi, vatthe was fo 

confiderable, that Alvinzi was compelled ty retire 

behind the Bienta with the remaimder of his forces, 

to await the arrival of another army, and leave Men- 
tua once more to its fate. But on the fourteenth tie 

republican army, commanded by general Vaubois, 
was attacked by the Auftrian general Davidovich, on 
the heights of Rivoli, and defeated, by which thie 
blochade of that city was uncovered. 

On the feventh of December, an armiflice took 
place on the Lower Rhine, and the generals of both 
armies arreed to certain articles, fubject to a future 
ratification. 

‘The convention was figned by generals Kray and 
Kleber, and the troops, in confequence, went inte 
winter quarters, °° 

Among the variety of negotiations which in the 
courle of the year occupied the French government, 
that which England propofed to open excited par- 
ticular attention. On the twenty-fecond of O&ober 
lord Malmefbury, appointed minifier-plenipotentiary 
from the court of London, for the purpoile of ncgo- 
tiating a peace with the exccutive government of 
France, arrived in Paris. His lordfhip was met by 
an immenfe concourfe of people at a league diftance 
from the capital, who were with difficulty re- 
{trained from taking his horfes from the carriage, for 
the purpofe of drawing him into the city. 

On the twenty-fourth the Britifh minifter delivered 
to the executive government, through the hands of 
Monf. Delacroix, the French minifter for foreign af- 
fairs, a memorial, in which, after flating the defire 
his Britannic majefty entertained for peace, he pro- 
pofed the eftablithment of fome general principle on 
the opening of the negotiation, to ferve as a bafis for 
a definitive fettlement ; obferving, that the firft object 
of a negotiation was gencrally that of reitoring whut 
had been taken from the refpeétive parties during the 
war. The memorial itated, that as Great Britain, 
far from having any reftitution to demand from 
France, had by a feries of uninterrupted fuccets, 
acquired colonial conquefis of ineftimable value ; 
and as France had made continental conquetis on the 
allies of his Britannic majefty, it was propoted, thar 
the negotiation fhould turn on the compeniations ta 
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be made by France by proportional reftitutions, the 
nature of which might be drcuffed, when the princi- 
ple was admitted. 

The negotiation was agitating from the twenty- 
fourth of October to the nineteenth of December, 
when, as the grand principle re{pe@ing the reftitu- 
tioa to be made to the allies of Great Britain, could 
not by any means be admitted by the exccutive go- 
vernment of France, (nor did it appear that iord 
Malmefbury had fuffictent powers from the allied 
Courts to ftipalate for their refpeétive interefts) the 
negotiation ended ; for on reading the memorials re- 
ceived on the feventeenth of December, the diregtory 
ordered the minifter to write to lord Malmefbury on 
the cighteenth, which was the day previous to the 
explanatory and expoftalatory communication made 
by his lordfhip, as his lat letter was dated on the 
nacteenth of December, that they could bear of no 
propofition contrary to the conftitution, and the laws 
and treaties by which the republic was engaged ; ob- 
ferting moreover, that as his lordthip found himfelf 
coland to have recuurfe to his court on every com- 
1unvicatiun, and a» the part he had to aét in this ne- 
C maton was purely patlive, his lordthip’s refidence 
ht Parts was uaueceffary and inconvenient; and 


* The fol’wing mem nial, delivered by lord Malmef- 
bury, on the principal objects of reftitution, compenfation, 
ard i procal arrangement, was tke pretext of hi, dif- 
Tailal : 

T!.e priucipte already eftablithed, as the bafis of the ne- 
roustion, by the confent of the two governments, is 
toaoded cn reftitution ta be made by his Britannic majeft 
ty trance, in compcnfation of the arrangements to whic 
1a" power may copf.nt, in or jer to fatisfy the juft pre- 
tentons of the allies of the king, and to preferve the poli- 
te | Lalance of Eurepe. 

Incr ec we accompth thefe obje@s, in the manner the 
m*'e.plete, and to offer a freth proof ot the fincerit 
« * withes for the re-eftablifhment of general tranquil. 
he is aielty would propofe that there thould be given 
to. pv. ple, on each dde, all the latitude of which it 
was be fale gutsle. 

{ Flt.roa.csty demands therefore, 

1, The retttuisn, to his mayefty the emperor and king, 
C!s! iis domaniut. , on the tooling of tie Status ante 
hum 

the re-c4+h' lment ef peace between the Ger- 
rire empire and Fronce, hy a fuitable arrangement, 
ecpfrm ble to the refpedive interefts, and to the general 
fitetvotiurop.. The carsnzeinent to be neg: tiated with 
his Friyw rie’ nas efis, > Conuitutional head of the empire, 
ete. by ibe faery: ion of tie hing, or inmediately, as 
Risin peta... Ofty field preler. 

The evacuate. of Italy by the French troops, with an 
eng igement .« tto interter: in the internal affairs of that 
country ; whic fieul be effablishe |, a, far as poffible, 

apon ‘he footing of tre wat. . te Billum. 

im the comsfe of the nevoteion a more detailed difcul- 
fio. was 0 be entered into of the further meafares which 
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therefore enjoined him to leave it in forty-cight 
hours; obferving, that if the Britith cabirtt was 
really defirous o ce, the negotiation might be 
carried on by meffengers from the re{peétive parties. 
After a long conference on thefe eer lord Malmef- 
bury received a note, requiring the delivery of an u/- 
Comatum within twenty-four hours. He oppofed this 
arbitrary preclufion from deliberate oe a and 
requefted a contre-projet on the pate of the Dire&ory, 
that the propofals might be duly confidered, and 
mutually difcuffed with conciliatory candour. The 
anfwer to this rational requeft, was a determincd refuf- 
al of reftoring any country, which had been conttitu- 
tionally annexed to the republic. Lord Malmefbury 
immediately demanded the neceffary paffports, quit- 
ted Paris with his fuite in the time prefcribed, and 
arrived in London the twenty-ninth. 

On the twenty-feventh of December the Britith 
government iffued a declaration againft France, in 
confequence of the abrupt and arrogant difuniffal of 
lord Malmefbury from Paris. Several other official 
papers relative to the miffion of that noble lord, for 
the purpofe of negotiating a peace with the French 
republic, were alfo publithed at this time, under the 
fan@ion and direétion of the Britifh government *. 

Among 


it might be proper to adopt, refpeing the objects of thefe 
three articles, in order for the providing more effetuall 
for the future difcuffion of their refpe@ive limits and pol- 
fellions, and for the maintenance of general tranquillity. 

II, With regard to the other allies of his Britannic ma- 
jefty, his majelty demands that there be referved to her 
majefty the emprefs of all the Ruflias, a fulland unlimited 
power of taking part in this negotiation, whenever the 
may think fit, or of acceding to the definitive treaty, and 
thereby returning to ftate of peace with France. 

Hi. His mayefty alfo demands, that her moft fiithful 
majefty may be comprehended in this negotiation, and 
may return toa ftate of peace with France, without any 
ceffion or burthenfome condition on either fide. 

IV. On thefe conditions, his majefty offers to France 
the entire and unreferved reftitution of all the conqucfts 
which the has made on that power in the Fatt and Weft 
Indies, propofing at the fame time that a mutual under. 
ftandiny fhuuld be eflablithed as to the ineans of fecuring 
for the future the tranquillity of the two nations, and of 
confolidsting, 1s much as poffible, the advantages of their 
refpeGtive poffeffions. His majefty offers, in like manner, 
the reftitution of the ifland: of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
and of the fithery of Newfoundland, on the footing of the 
Status ante Beltun. 

But if in addition to this, his ma‘efty were to wave the 
right given to him by the exprefs ftipulations of the treaty 
off Utrecht, of oppofing the ceifion of the Spanith part of St. 
Domingo, to France, he would then demand, in return 
fur this conceffion, acuinp«nfation, which might fecure, 
at leaft, in fome degree, the maintenance of the balance 
of the refpe@ive poffctions in that part of the world, 

V. In all cafe, of ceffions of reftitutions, which my 
come in queftion in the courle of this negotiation, reat 
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Among ether proje&s of holtility which the French 
had meditated againft Great Britain, the invafion of 
Freland was that which engaged their principal atten- 
tion ; for on the thirty-firlt of December, intelligence 
was received at the admiralty with difpatches from 
admiral Kingfmill, at the Cove of Cork, ftating that 
fevon French fhips of the line, with two thips armée 
en flute, frigates, and tranfports, making in the whole 
feventeen fail, had reached the fouthern coaft of 
Ireland, and had a@tually anchored in the Bay of 
Bantry on the twenty-fourth. Soon after their arri- 
val, they fent a boat towards fhore, with an officer 
and cight men, but the peafantry appeared on fhore, 
and convinced the enemy that they were determined 
to lofe their lives, or repel any attempt to invade the 
eountry. The boat was captured in fight of the 
French fleet, and the prifoners were conveyed to 
Cork, from whence they were fent to Dublin, for the 
purpofe of undergoing an examination before the 
privy council*, ‘The greateft loyalty was difplayed 
on this occafion by the people of Ireland. 

When a fufpenfion of arms, agreed on by the ge- 
nerals on the Lower Rhine, had finifhed this dreadful 
campaign in that quarter, the Upper Rhine was ftill 
deluged with the blood of the contending armies in 
the attack and defence of the fortyefs of Kehl, which 
on the twenty-fifth of November, was invefted by the 
archduke Charles. On the firft onfet, a cannonade 
began, which continued without intermiftion fifteen 
days, dnringywhich the Auftrians were repulfed with 
confiderable lofs; but the obftinate refiftance of the 
French, with the feverity of the feafon, relaxed the 
operations of the archduke for fome time ; till on the 
renewal of the attack, on the twenty-fifth of De- 
cember, the cannonade was redoubled on both fides, 
and Kehl was in a few days reduced to a heap of 
rus, <A capitulation was then propofed by general 
Defaix, who waited perfonally on prince Charles, 
The prince would not agree to the conditions which 
were propofed. Defaix refufed to make any altera- 
tion, and obferved that he fhould make ufe of his 
laft refource. ‘¢ What refource have vou lett?” re- 
plied the archduke. The French general obfcrved, 
that he had fo many men, and fuch a quantity of 
powder remaining ; and that rather than fubmit to a 


fhould be granted on each fide, to all individuals, the moft 
unlimited nght to withdraw with their families and their 
property, to fell their land and other immoveable poffef- 
fions; and a jequate arrangements fhould alfo be made, in 
the courfe of this negotiation, for the removal of all fequef- 
trations, and for the fatistaction of their juft claims, which 
individuals on either fide may have to make upon the 
refpective governments. 
‘The executive dire@tory alfo publithed a note on the 
difmiffal of lord Malmefbury. 
* The republican fociety of united Irigamen had applied 
to the Direttory, to convince them how eafy it was to ex- 
cite a general infurreétion againft the government, De- 
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difhonourable capitulation, he would blow up the 
Auftrian camp, and both armies fhould perith in one 
common ruin. The archduke inftantly figned the 
capitulation, and left the French twenty-four hours 
to tranfport to the otlicr fide the remainder of the 
ftores and artillery, which had been employed in the 
glorious refiftance which this fortrefs had made. 

By the furrender of Kehl the campaign of 1796 
was terminated on the Rhine. A campaign which 
had effe&ted in a few months, more than has been 
achigved during the continuance of the longeft war ; 
which had fhaken Europe to its foundations, ren- 
dered it one vaft theatre of carnage, and crim- 
foned with blood every river, from the frontiers of 
Holland, to the Adriatic gulph, 

The new parliament met on the twenty-feventh of 
September, purfuant to prorogation, and, upon the 
motion of lord Frederic Campbell, the houfe of com- 
mons re-elefted Mr. H. Addington for their {peaker. 

On the ninth of O&ober, his majefty repaired to 
the houfe of peers, and opened the feflion of parlia. 
ment with a {peech from ie throne; in which he in- 
formed both houfes, of his intention to fend a perfon 
to Paris to negotiate a peace ; but enjoined thein not 
to relax in t! eir efforts, at a moment when the enemy 
had manifefic 1 a defign of attempting a defcent on 
thefe sap hagas He expreffed his fatistaction in re- 
viewing the exertions of the navy, the operations in 
the Eaft and Weft Indies, and the general condu& of 
the Britith forces: nghly extolling the intrepidity, 
difcipline, and invincible fpiri¢ of his Auftrian allies, 
under the aufpicious direG@tion of the archduke 
Charles, which had lately given fo favourable a turn 
to the courfe of the war on the continent, as to in{pire 
a well-grounded confidence of future fuccels. He no- 
ticed the hoftile difpofition of the court of Madrid ; 
expreficd reliance on the zeal and public ipirit of the 
commons for the neceflary fupplies, and affured his 
parliament of his hearty defire to concur with them 
in every effort to defeat the defigns of the enemy, 
and reftore to'his peopie the bledings of a fecure 
and honourable peace. Addrefles were moved aml 
carried on the occafion in both houfes, by a great 
majority t. . 

he commons, on the eighteenth of O&ober, took 
into 


luded by their fpecious reprefentations, the French fent 
out a flect, and gave Hoche the command of the troops. 
A part of the armament caft anchor in Bantry Bay, where 
they continued for 1everal days without attempting to in- 
vade the country. Having waited in vain for the reft of 
the fleet, the thips failed away : others indeed made their 
appearance ; but a continuance of flormy weather defeat. 
ed the views of the enemy. 

+ Inthe month of O€tober, 1796, a circumflance occur: 
red at the mayor’s dinner at Buth, which reflects nuch 
honour on (he police of that city, and the prudent conduct 
of its inhabitants. Great quantities of neat brig taken 
away untouched from the tables, fome geutlemen were 
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into confideration that part of his majefty’s fpeech 
which related to the enemy's defign of invading thefe 
hingdoms ; on which eccafion the minifier propofed 
mweaiures for angzimenting both the fea and land forces, 
and inoved for a bill for that purpofe *. 

The cround of the motion was contefied by Mr. 
Sheridan and Mr. Fox, who were of opinion, that 
there was not fufficient cauie for apprehending the 
danger of an invafion, theuzh in the prefent fiage of 
the bill they did not oppote it ; and feveral refulut:ons 
Were carried to further the intentions of the minifter, 
which were eflentially promoted by the pailing of a 
bill, a few davs alter, ter raifing fixty thoufand fup- 
plementary militia, contitting both of infantry and 
cavalry. 

On the thirteenth of December, in the houfe of 
lords, lord Grenville moved the order of the day for 
tahing into confideration a meffave from his ma‘etty. 
The mefiage bemg read by the clerk, his lordihip 
faid, he confided in what he had to propofe to the 
houte, that he fhould meet with the greateit unani- 
mity. Inthe courfe of his prefent majelty’s reign, 
the court of Spain had three times declared war 
acainit this country, without the leaft provocation, 
and always for the purpofe of interfering in the con- 
cerns of the French. In every one of thefe inftances, 
they had proceeded upon the moft frivolous pre- 
tences, a the court of Great Britain had done every 
thing in its power to maintain peace. Whatever 
might have influenced the conduct of the court of 
Madnd on former occations, ticy might fairly be 
faid in the prefent cafe to be fill more frivolous than 
any that had preceded it. His majefty had taken 
every poflible ttep to maintain peace between two 
great natom., He had ca leavoured to bring the 
matters in dupute, uivial as they appeared to be on 
tie face of the declaration, tu an amicabl- concla- 
fion, by a cool and friendly treaty; but in this he 
had been prevented by an abrupt and unprovoked 
dvularation of war on the part of the court of Ma- 
drid. ‘Thus fituated, he could not fuppule for a 
moment that anv one who feels for the honour and 
dignity of the crown, and the dearcti interefts of the 
Britith empire, would have the Ieaft objection to 
what he had to move, winch was, that an humble 
addrefs be prefented to his majelty, thanking him for 
his communication, and affuring lium, that their 
Jordilups would give him every aifittance in fupport 
ofa war. againft the anprovoked attuck and declara- 
tion of the Spanih monarch. ‘The addrefs was car- 
ried new cen. 

On the fame dav, in the houfe of commons, Mr, 


obferving what a feaft it would be to the poor people in 
the prifon: but the maser aflured the company that he 
had the day before made enquiry at the gaol, and found 
ste Lerper ite only inhabitant, tere being not a fingle felun 
ar debtor in it. 
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Dundas made a fimilar motion to that of lord Gren- 
ville in the houfe of lords, which was alfo carricd 
nem. CON. 

The following day Mr. Fox brought forward a 
motion for a voic of cenfure upon minifters, for fend. 
ing money to tlic emperor, without the authority of 
parliament. After having briefly recapitulated the 
fums, and the different times at which they were 
tranimitted to thé emperor, and deprecated the 
firides the crown was making on the privileges of that 
houfe, and on the Hberties of the people, in confe. 
quence of the vaft inereafe of the revenue—the crea. 
tion of new fpecies of treafon—the cruel punithments 


' of the courts—and the enormous military efiablith- 


ments—he faid, if to all thefe engines of power the 
executive government could add the command of the 
appropriation of the public money, we had no longer 
a fecurity Jeft for preferving ovr once boafted con- 
{titution. He therefore mover, ‘ That bis ma- 
jefty’s minifters, having autherifed and dire&ed, at 
different times, without the confent, and during the 
fitting of parliament, the iffue of various fums of 
money, for the fervice of his imperial majefty, and 
alfo for the fervice of the army under the prince of 
Conde, have aéted contrary to their duty, and to 
the trufi repofed in them, and have therefore vio- 
lated the conftituuonal privileges of this houfe' 
Mr. alderman Combe, at the requeft of his conflitu. 
ents, in common hail aflembled, feconded the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Pitt faid. that the praétice now complained of 
had been parfned byall his predeceffors, and he quoted 
a number of prece lents on the journals that bore ana. 
logy to the prefent cafe, in which the moft eminent 
munufters in all the reigns trom king William to his pre. 
font miietty, had, when neceflity urged, adopted with- 
out confure, meafures fimilar to that for which he was 
now fo violently arraigned. He faid it was on preced- 
ents fuch as thefe, ariing from a zeal for the public 
fervice, that he refted his defence ; and after entreat- 
ing the houfe to view the fubje@ in the agerepate, 
and with all its concomitant circumftances, threw 
himfelf upon its candour and juftice, declaring, that 
he had rather fink under its cenfure, than fafler the 
painful refle¢tion of having facrificed, trough ti- 
widity, the intercfis of his country. 

Mr. Bragge vindicated the meafures of the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, and moved the following 
amendment :—‘ That the meafure of advancing the 
feveral fuis of money, which a pear, from the ac- 
counts prefented to the houfe this {eflion of parlra- 
ment, to have been iffued for the fervice of the em- 


“On the feventeenth of November, 1796, Catherine 
If, emprefs of Rullia, died of an apoplexy in the fi.ty- 
feventh year of her age, and the Sixteenth of her reign ; 
on which event her fon, the great duke Paul Petrowitz, 
was proclaimed emperor, 

5 ‘ peror 
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peror, though not to be drawn into precedent, but 
upon occafions of fpecial neceflity, was, under the 
peculiar circumitances of the cafe, a juftifiable and 
proper exercife of the difcretion vefted in his majef- 
ty’s minifters by the vote of credit, and calculated 
to produce confequences which have proved highly 
advantageous to the common caufe, and to the gene- 
ral interefts of Europe.” 

The aldermen Curtis, Lufhington, and Anderfon, 
(the other three members for the city) faid they 
fhould not, like their colleague (alderman Combe) be 
guided by the refolutions of the common hall of li. 
yery that day, which meeting, they remarked, did 
not confift of one-fixth part of the livery-men—but 
they would vote according to their own fentiments, 
for the amendment. The amendment was alfo fup- 
ported by Mr. Wilberforce and colonel Gafcoigne ; 
und warmly oppofed by Mr. Sheridan, fir W. Pul- 
tency, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Taylor, and others. But, 
on a divifion, it was carried in favour of the amend- 
ment by a majority of two hundred and four. 

On the nineteenth, Mr. Pitt, in confequence of a 
meflage from his majefty, refpe@ting the expediency 
of the nation being prepared for a vigorous profecu- 
tion of the war, in cafe of the failure of the negotia- 
tion for peacc; moved in a committee of fupply, 
that a fum not exceeding five hundred thouland 
oe fhould be granted to his majefty, to enable 

im to remit, from time to time, to his Imperial ma- 
jefty, fuch fums as might be thought neceflary for 
the profecution of the war, fhould another campaign 
be rendered unavoidable. 

Mr. Fox, after alluding to the late fupply to the 
emperor, and the manner in which the minifter 
difpofed of the public money, faid, it was a delufion 
any longer to fuppofe that houfe had influence or di- 
rection over its duiribution, Mr. Fox, fir William 
Pultency, and Mr. Sheridan propofed different 
amendinents, to deftroy the effect of the motion, but 
they were all negatived without a divifion, and the 
motion was carried. 

In the houfe of lords, the following day, lord Gren- 
ville, in confequence of his majefly’s meflage, moved 
that an tants addrefs fhould be prefented, promif- 
ing to affift his majefly, conformable to the purport 
of the meflage. The noble lord faid a few words on 
the propriety of affifting the emperor with a loan. 

On the twenty-firft, the order of the day being 
read for the commitment of the loan bill, the duke 
of Norfolk faid, he reproached hinielf for fuffering 
the bill to proceed fo far without fome comment on 
the condué of minifters, who had not even thought 
it neceflary to communicate to the houfe a fingle ivl- 
lable, on a bill, that added cighteen millions to the 
debt of the nation. In his opinion, -the terms of the 
loan were difadvantageous to the public, He there- 
fore moved an jnftru&tion to the committee, to cm- 
power the lords of the treafury to poftpone the pay- 
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ment of the loan till the three per cents, were at fe- . 
venty-five. 

It was oppofed by lord Grenville and negatived. 

The lait debate which took place in both houles of 
ahr in 1796, was on the fubje& of lord 

almetbury’s mitfion to negotiate a peace with the 
French republic, in confequence of a meflage from 
his majefty relative to that momentous affair. On 
the thirtieth of December, in the houfe of lords, lord. 
Grenville, ina very able manner entered into the cor- 
refpondence between lord Malmefbury and M. de la 
Croix, and concluded by moving an addrefs tohis ma- 
Jefty. The earl of Guildford moved an amendment, 
refieGing on the condué of his majefty’s minifters nm 
the late negotiation ; and affuring his majefty that the 
houfe would proceed with unremiting diligence to in- 
veltigate the caufes of our prefent calamities, and to 
offer fuch advice as the critical and alarming circum- 
{tances of the nation may require. 

Lord Fitzwilliam difapproved the original motion 
and amendment, and moved to recognize the prin- 
ciple of the war, agreeable to the refolution of the 
houfe in 1794. The duke of Bedford and lords 
Abingdon and Derby were in favour of the firft 
amendment. Lords Kinnoul, Spencer, and the lord 
chancellor, oppofed it; and on a divifion, the num- 
bers were—contents eighty-eight, non-contents cight 
—majority againit the amendment, eighty. Lord 
len motion,was negatived without a divi- 
ion. 

In the houfe of commons, Mr. Pitt having entered 
into a general review ofall the circumftances attend- 
ing the overtures which had been made in order to a 
pacification; and commented on the confidential 
meniorial delivered on the peace with Spain and Hol. 
land, and alfo on lord Malmeibury’s conver fation 
with the French minifter for forcign affairs on this 
ae ; moved an addrefs to his majefty to the ufual 
e 


Mr. Erfkine rofe to oppofe the addrefs, and was 
entering into a detail of the hiftory of the war, when 
he was taken fuddeuly ill, and found himfelf unable 
to proceed. 

Mr. Fox then rofe, and after difcuffing a variety 
of fubje&s, infifted upon the abfurdity and imnbeci- 
lity of lord Malmefbury’s miffion; who was {ent to 
treat on fubje&s on which he had no power to con- 
clude any terms, and with powers to come to a de- 
finitive conclufion on fubjects of which he was not 
empowered to treat. The terms propofed to France 
left her nothing, and were not juchas the allies were 
juftified by their comparative circumftances in de- 
manding. He faid the minifter excelled in artifice 
and fophifiry ; but thefe were not the qualities now 
wanted to give repofe to Europe. He concluded by 
moving an amendment, fimilar to that propofed by 
the earl of Guildford in the other houfe, 

Mr, Dundas faid, the roe amendment went 
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to record a propofitien tending to ftrengthen the 
hands of the enemy, and weaken our own country. 
He animadverted feverely on the condu& of Mr. 
Fox, whom he reprefented as the advocate of France, 
rather than of Great Britain. 

The houie divided on Mr. Fox’s amendment, when 
the numbers were, for the amendment, ayes thirty- 
feven—noes two lundred and twelve—majority one 
hundred and feventy-five. 

The firft bufinefs of importance which demanded 
the attention of parliament in 1797, was in confe- 

uence of a meflage from his majefty, on the twenty- 
rth of February +, when lord Grenville prefented 
to the houfe, by his maiefty’s command, a copy of the 
order of the privy council, fignifying that, upon the 
reprefentation ot the chancellor of the exchequer, 
ftating, that from the umverfal demand for fpecie 
made upon the metropolis, in confequence of ill- 
founded alarms in different parts of the country ; it 
was the unanimous opinion of the board, that it was 
neceflary for the public fervice, that the bank of 
England fhould forbear iffuing any cafh + in pay- 
ment, till the fenfe of parliament could be taken on 
that fubje&. The duke of Norfolk expreffed fur- 

rife that fo extraordinary a meafure thould have 
bite taken upon the reprefentation of the chancellor 
of the exchequer only; and moved, “that an 
humble addrefs be prefented to his majefty, humbly 
foliciting him to prevent any. further exportation 
of gold or filver in coin, or gold or filver in bul- 
hon, for the ufe of the emperor, or any other foreign 
power, until the fenfe of parliament fhould have been 
taken on the fubje@, after a full view of the caufe of 
the public exigencies, on which his majefty has been 
this day advifed to iffae a moft extraordinary pro- 
clamation.” A number of lords here called out it 
was no ‘* proclamation ;’ upon which his grace fub- 
fituted inhead of it, “‘ order of council.”” The mo- 
tion was negatived, and a fecret committee of nine 
was appointed to enquire into the finances of the 
banh, aud make their report to the houte. 

The chancellor of the exchequer on the fame dav, 
in the houfe of commons, ftated the neceffity of pro- 
eveding to the appointment of a fecret committee, 
for the fame purpole as that for which a motion was 
carric! in the otter houfe ; and on the following day, 
he moved, ‘* that a fecret committee be appomted, 
tu afcertain the amount of the outftanding debts of 
the bank, and the necans of anfwering them.” Mr. 
Fox expreffed. infinite concern at the eurbarrafiment 
ia which the country was involved by minifterial mif- 
sonde& ; ccnfured the order of council as uncontti- 


* A. D. 1797. 

4 The frequent remittances of cath to foreign princes, 
end the preGice of indi. idual to wotldraw their money 
from baoking houfes, ter the purpofe of preferving it, had 
diminiibed, the ciuculation of cui to au alarming degree ; 
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tutional, and recommended a minute invefigation 
of the affairs of the bank. Mr. Sheridan moved, that 
the committee fhould enquire into the caufes which 
had produced the erder. Mr. Dundas, however, 
oppoled this fuggeftion, as tending to delay, and it 
was exploded by a majority of one hundred and fifty- 
cight. The great point of difpute on this occafion 
was, whether the enquiry propofed by the chancellor 
of the exchequer, fhould be extended to the caufes 
which produced the neceffity of the order in council, 
or fhould be confined, in the prefent inftance, mere- 
ly to the fiability of the benk, to anfwer every de- 
mand upon them. Mr. Pitt and the other minifters 
contended, that the occafion called for immediate 
decifion upon the latter tuhje&. Mr. Fox and the 
gentlemen in oppefition urged, that a fair, full, and 
open enquiry was abfolutely requifite to calm the 
minds of the people, and to re-eftablith public cre- 
dit. However, both partics admitted the perfe& fol- 
vency of the bank to be a fa& beyond difpute. 

On the third of March, a bill to enable the bank 
of England to iffue notes under five pounds, paffed 
the houfe of lords; a bill to the fame effe@ having 
been carried in the houfe of commons, on the firft of 
the fame month. Motions were alfo made in both 
houfes, for the appointment of committees to en- 
quire into the caufes of the order of council, and 
long debates enfued, but the motions were negatived 
by great majorities; by which a reftriéion on the 
bank from payment in cath for a ftated time was like- 
wife confirmed. 

At firft this meafure created much popular alarm, 
but the public mind became foon reconciled to it, 
from a conviction of its neceffity. The iffuing of 
twenty-fhilling notes, and Spanifh dollars, at the 
rate of four fhillings and nine-pence each, from the 
bank, contributed much to diffipate their fears. 

On the twenty-firft, earl Moira rofe in the houfe 
of lords, to bring forward a motion on the ftate of 
Ireland. He fet out with admitting the apparent de- 
licacy of the queftion ; he allowed the propriety of 
the feparate and independent legiflatures of both 
kingdoms atlhering to the conftitutional bounds pre- 
feribed to them in particular cafes, and was aware 
of the allowable jealouly which, on fuch occafions, 
fhould be entertained by cither ; but fuch a line of 
reafoning could not apply to the prefent occafion. 
He eontended that, when an urgent neceflity arofe, 
when circuatftances took place in which the general 
welfare of both kingdoms were involved, it was ne- 
ceffary, that either the onc or the other fhould bold- 
ly ep forward, and with manly opennels, avow its 


in confi of which an order againft the iffue of cath 
from the bank was enforced; « circumftance which did 
not demonftrate, though it created in timid mings, a dread 
of national bankruptcy. 
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fentiments, in fuch a manners to evince to the pub- 
lic the purity of its motives, and that it was on great 
and obvious grounds of public utility alone that its 
interference was offered. His lordthip then moved, 
‘¢ That an humble addrefs be prefented to his ma- 
jefly, imploring his paternal and benevolent inter- 
vention to remedy the difcontents which unhappily 
‘prevail in his majefty’s kingdom of Ircland, and 
threatencd ferioufly to affe& the dearcft interefts of 
the Britith empire.” 

On the queftion being put, lord Grenville rofe 
and decjared, that he deemed the propofed call 
upon his majefly to be at leaft highly fuperfluous ; 
there was no need of imploring his cara: 
tion; the whole tenor of his condué& towards Ireland 
fhewed there was no neceflity for urging him. He 
concluded by obferving that he would trouble their 
lordfhips no farther than to fay, he deemed it his duty 
to give the motion his decided negative. 

Karl Fitzwilliam fpoke in favour of the motion. 
The earl of Liverpool exprefled his decided difappro- 
bation of it. The marquis of Lanfdowne fupported 
the motion. 

The queftion being called for, the houfe divided 
on lord*Moira’s motion, when it appeared that the 
majority againft it was feventy-one. 

A few days after, the earl of Oxford made a mo- 
tion for a negotiation for peace, which was nega- 
tive’ by a great majority. 

On the twenty-feventh of the fame month, the 
earl of Suffolk made a motion in the houfe of lords, 
** That an humble addrels be prefented to his ma- 
jefly, praying that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to remove from his councils his minifter, namely, 
the firft lord of the treafury, who by his mifconduét 
had forfeited the confidence of the people.” Pre- 
paratory to his motion, the noble ear] adverted to 
the condu& of minifters in general. He faid, their 
whole fyftem was to govern by influence ; they had 
libelled the loyalty of the people, and branded every 
man with the epithets of Jacobin and Democrat who 
oppofed their meafures. In tracing them through 
every court on the continent, from the treaty of Pil- 
nitz to the prefent moment, duplicity, incapacity, 
and corruption were difccrnible in all their mcafures. 
Lord Grenville very ably replied to the charges in the 
noble earl’s addrefs, He faid that, with regard tu the 
tenor of the motion, he muft fay he never knew any 
inftance of the kind, where fuch a motion was brought 
forward without any-one fpecific charge alledged, of 
mifcondu& or malverabien againft the perfon in 
queftion ; it was therefore unneceflary to dwell on 
that head. He rr it neceflary, however, to 
fay, that one part of the noble lord’s accufation had 
no foundation in truth. The treaty of Pilnitz, he 
afferted, was not only entered into without the par- 
ticipation, but even without the knowledge of the 
Britifh government, - 
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A long debate enfued, at the conclufion of which 
a divifion took place: contents eighty-fix, proxies 
eighteen ; non-contents fifteen, proxies two ; majo- 
rity eighty-feven. 

A fecond budget was opened by the chancellor of 
the exchequer on the twenty-fixth, when he took 
occafion to propofe the taxes for paying the intereft 
of the money raifed by loan, and bene t forward a 
firing of refolutions which were agreed to, 

On the refolution for an increafed duty on newf- 
papers, a divifion enfued,—ayes one hundred and 
fiftv-one, noes forty-three—majority one hundred 
and eight. 

Mr. W. Smith obferved, that if the marriage of the 
ptincefs royal took place, a further fum would be 
neceffary to provide for her dower of eighty or one 
hundred thoufand pounds: to this was to be ad- 
ded four hundred thoufand pounds at leaft for the 
increafed pay of the feamen, and the additional ho- 
nus to the fubfcribers of the loyalty loan would 
amount to about three hundred thoufand ponnds 
more, making together a further fum to be pro- 
vided for of cight hundred thoufand pounds. Mr. 
Pitt making no reply, the queftion was put, ‘* That 
the refolutions be read a fecond time,” and carried. 
The oppofition members then rofe and left the houfe 
ina body. The refolutions were read and agreed 
to, and bills ordered to be brought in for carrying 
them into effe&. os 

On the third of May was prefented to the houfe of 
lords a meflage from his majefty, fimilar to that de- 
livered to the houfe of commons on the fame day, 
refpeétiug the intended marriage of the princefs roval 
to the hereditary prince of Wirtemberg. An addrefs 
was moved to his majefty, in anfwer to his gracious 
meflage, which was prefaced by an obfervation, 
that the utmoit unanimity muft pervade the houfe 
on fuch an occafion, and that all their lordfhips muft 
feel happy in exprefling their congratulation at an 
event which produced {uch an advantageous alliance, 
and contributed to the domeftic happinefs of his ma- 
jeftv’s royal family. 

‘ne addrefs was then read, which, after thanking 
his majefty for his moft gracious communication, 
faithfully echoed the meffage, and expreffed the con- 
currence of the houfe in the warmeft and moft affec- 
tionate language. The queftion was then put, and 
the addrefs voted xem. di/. A fimilar motion was 
put and carried in the houfe of commons. 

The motion for the abolition of the flave trade was 
made, us ufual, on the fifteenth, by Mr. Wilber- 
force, and debated on with warmth and ability by 
its advocates and opponents; when, ona divifion, 
there appeared to be a majority of eight againft the 
motion. 

Mr. alderman Combe, foon after moved, ‘ That 
an humble addrefs be prefented to his majefty, pray- 
ing that he would difmifs from his prefence and 
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councils his minifters, as the moft likely means. f 
obtaining a fpecdy and permanent peace.” § 
W. Milner feconded the motion. 

After a long an.l vehement debate, there appeare: , 
for the motion fifty-nine, againft it two hundred ar | 
forty-two. 

About the fame time, the duse of Bedford move | 
in the houfe of peers for an addreis to his majefty { 
remove his minifters ; the motion was negutived b - 
a majority of feventy-feven. His grace, and man ° 
of the peers who voted with him, alio exprefied the : 
intention, as they found their etforts to fave the - 
country were in vain, not to trouble the houfe an - 
more upon public bufinefs. 

On the tuenticth of July, his majefty repaired 1 
the houfe of peers, and prorogued the parliamen 
after having delivered a muit gracious {peech fro 
the throne, exprelling his approbation of their me: 
fures, returning thanks to the commons for their | 
beral fupplies, and affuring both heufes, that ne 
thiag thould be wanting on his part, ta bring the in 
portant negotiation for peace, in which he was et 
gaged, to a fuccefsful termination, on fuch cond 
tions as might be contiitent with the fecurity, honou: 


and effential interefts of his dominions *, : 
The campaign of 1797, opened under aufpicio 
circuinftances for France, as well as Spain, Wi 


now inalkance with her. Sardinia a fubord 
nate part under ker controul: Tufcany obeved hi 
pe quiniions' and Naples had concluded a feparat 
eace. In this fituatton the eves of the court of 
Vienna, and indeed of all Europe, were direéted to 
the archduke Charles, who was iaid to inherit the mi- 


* On the fixteenth of December, 1796, aletter was fent 
tn each of the admirals and captams, whofe names were 
mentioned in the Gazette by earl Howe, as having fig- 
nalized themfelves in the a€tion of the firft of June, 1794, 
accompanying the medal which has been prefented to 
them. 


Mv lord, or fir, 


“ Tne king having been pleafed to order a certain 
¢ number of gold medal. to he ftruck in commemoration 
of the victory obtained by his majeftv’s fleet, ander the 
* command fear! Howe, over that of the ay in the 
« actions of the twenty-ninth of May, and the firft of June, 
«459%, 1 am commanded by his majefty to prefent ta 
« your lordthip one of the medals above-mentioned, and 
«to fignify his mayefty’s pleafure that you fliould wear it 
«when in your uniform, in the manner defcribed by the 
# direGions, (which together with the medal and ribband 
* belonging to it) I have the honour to tranfmit to you. 

* {am alf» commanded by his mayefty to acquaint your 
« lordiiip, that, had it been poflible for all the officc rs, 
* on whom his majelty is pleafed to confer this mark of 
« his approbation, to attend co in Londou, tis 
« majefy would hace prefented the medal to each of them in 
« perjon ; but that being from various caufes, at this time, 
* yppolliple, in order to obviate all further delay, he has, 
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litary talents of the houfe of Lorraina. It-was accord. 

ingly determined that this yoang prince thould be 

“9 oimted eommnander in chief; and that the lero of 
1 fhould oppofe the hero of Italy, 

In the month of January, a variety of operations 
took place. At firft the archduke was fucce(sful in 
compelling the French to furrender the 'Tete-de-Pont 
of Huninguen to the Auftrians. By the terms of ca- 
pitulation, the French were allowed four days to eva- 
cuate the fort, and the Auttrians engaged not to fire 
upon Huninguen during the war, unlels the French 
etfe&ted the putiage of the Rhine. 

But the fortune of war foon turned favourable to 
the victorious Bonaparte, who gained the advantage 
over the Auftrians in five battles on five fucceflive days, 
Thefe were the battles of St. Michaci,.Corono, An- 
guiart, Rivoli, and La Favorite. In the laft of thefe 
actions, he took feven thoufand priloners, with ftand- 
ards, cannon, all the baggage of the army, a regi- 
ment of hoffars, and a confiderable convoy of gram 
and cattle, which the cnemy was endeavouring to 
convey"into Mantua. General Wurmfer attempted 
a fortie to attack the left wing of the French ariny, 
but was received with fuch refolution, that he was 
obliged to return: Thus in the thort {pace of three 
or four davs, the fifth army of the emperor was to- 
tally deftroyed. “The French took twenty-three 
thoufand prifoncrs, among whom were one heute- 
ndnt-general, and ten generals; fix thoufand men 
were killed or wounded, and about twenty-four 
ftandards taken. All the battalions of the volunteers 
of Vienna were made prifoners ; their flandards were 
embellithed by the hands of the emprefs. 


therefore, been pleafed to dire@ them to be forwarded 
6 in this manner. 

* Allow me to exprefy the great fativfaAion I feel in 
“ being made the channel of communicating to \ our lord. 
“fhip fo diftinguithed a maik of ais majeity’s approbae 
I have the honour to be, &e. 

Spencer.” 
Admiralty. Nov. 30, 1796. 

The admirals to wear the medal fufpended by a rib- 
hand about their neck.; the captains to wear the medal 
falpen.ied to a ribband, but faflened through the third 
and fourth button-hole, on the left fide. The colour of 
the ribband blue and white. 2 

It is here particularly worthy of remark, that rear- 
admiral Caldwell, a brave and meritorious officer, whofe 
unremitting fervices, whofe perfevering a@tivity, zeal, 
and courage, had never, for a long feries of years, been 
once fullied by the breath of calumny or fufpicion, was, 
with three or four other officers, omitted in the honourable 
mention made by lord Howe, 1 his official difpatches, of 
thofe whem he thought entitled to © his parti thanks” 
for their exertions upon this occafion. We thall not, 
however, prefume to animadvert on this extraordinary 
omiffion. Naval Caron. xi. 8, But on the fourteenth af 
February, 1799, he was elevated to the rank of admiral 
of the blue fouadron. : 
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Mantua furrendered on the feeond of February, 
the inevitable confequence of the total defeat of the 
Auftrian armies on three fucceflive days. The terms’ 
were honourable. The garrifon were made prifon- 
ers, but marched out with military honours; and the 
vctevan general Wurmfer, then upwards of feventy 
vears of age, was excepted from the humiliating 
condition of appearing asa prifoner of war‘. It was 
rd a that upwards of five thoufand horfes were 

cen. 

On the twenty-fecond of the fame month, the 
viétorious army of Italy attacked and defeated the 
enemy in the Tyrolefe ; and, on the other fide, a co- 
Jumn entered the territory of the pope. 

The van-guard of general Vidtor’s divifion, eom- 
manded by general of brigade Lefne, in which were 
the grenadiers of the legion of Lombardy, attacked 
the anny of the pope on the Cenio, turned it in 
fording the river, and the enemy was affailed and 
routed in the fame moment. The grenadiers of Lom-, 
bardy carried the batteries with fixed bayonets. The 
pope loft in prifoners one thoufand men, and twenty- 
fix ofticers; in killed, from fom to five hundred 
men, eight ftand of colours, fourteen pieces of can- 
nea, wad civht caiffons. The feventh regiment of 
hufirs, commandel by the aid-de-camp Junot, 
pummel the papal cavalry for ten miles, but could 
not overtake it, 

‘The unmy of the pope having experienced fuch 


* Reneparte, in addreffing the executive dire@ory, 
thu exmiefles humfelt; “ Thave endeavoured t> difplay 
ths gcnerotity ofa £ enchman towards general Wurmfer, 
Whoa icveuty sears of age, to whom fort ine has been 
pacticuluty ciel during this campsigr; but who has 
never ceale 4 to mamifelt a conflancy and a courage which 
Littory salliecord. Surrounded on every fide, after the 
bedeot Saino, aud having lotl, at one blow, a part of 
Ts: ' and of ny army, he yet daied to hope that he 
fh ulu ve able to take refuge at Mantua, from which he 
Wa at the ditince of foi or five days journey ; he paffed 
the Adige, routed one of our advanced guard, at Cerea, 
croffed the Mulinellay an {arrived at Mantua. Shut up 
in this city, he made two or three forties, all of them un- 
fortunate, though he him{clf commanded every time. 
But be fides the very confiderable obftacle whch our lines 
of circumvallation prefented to him, augmented by traéts 
of country which he was obliged to furmount, he could 


only act with foldiers difcouaged by many defeats, and | 


weakened by the peftilential ficknefs which prevailed in 
Mantua. at numerous body of men, who always make 
@ point of calymniating the unhappy. will, however, 
doybtlefs, load Wurmfer with calumn y.” 

A new effort to prevent the fovereign people fiom en- 
joying too great a fhare of authority, was now made by 
the French dire@tory. in a meflage to the council of five 
hundied ; wherein, after {peaking myfterioufly of confpi- 
rators, whofe hopes were not yet annihilated, thy inti- 
Buated the propriety of denying to all who refuled, or 
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fignal defeats, his holimefs found himfelf again dif- 
poled to make overtures to the enemy, and peace 
was accordingly concluded between hun aid he 
French, in comequence of’ a letter from him to ge- 
neral Bonaparte ¢. 

From fach a feries of viétories ohtained by the 
republican forees over the armies of the emperor, 
the French, by the twenty-cighth of March, became 
entire mafters of the provinces of Carniole and Carin- 
tha, the diftri& of Triefte, and the whole of Tyrol ; 
and fixed their head quarters at Vilnach, within 
fixty leagues of Vienna. At length, from a fuccef- 
fion of unfortunate events, the emperor thought it 
prudent to enter into a negotistion ; a mefluge from 
the direétory was therefore comaunnated to the 
council of five hundred, refpeéiing the preliminaries 
of peace between France and the emperor, announc- 
ing that boftilities thoughout Germany had ceafed. 
The bafis of thefe prelimnaries, approved by the 
executive direttory, were the ceflion of Belgium by 
the empcior and king ; the acknov ledgment of the 
limits of France, fach as they have been decreed by 
the laws of the republic ; the ciablifhment, and the 
independence of a repubkic mm Lombardy. The 
empcror recognized the independence of the Bata- 
vian republic. He received as an indemnification, 
a part of the Terra Firma of Venice; Venice was to 
receive in exchange the legations of Bologna and. 
Ferrara ; and there was to be a congref> at Berne, to 


fhould refufe, to take the oath of hatred to royally, the 
right of voting; conhdering the peaple, on this occafion, 
as public functionaries. The oppoiiiion party reprobated 
this attempt to introduce a new topic of difcoid, and de- 
nied the fophittical affertion, that a man votmg for a re- 
prefentatiy e was a public fun@ionary ; they agieed, how- 
ever, that each elector thould promz/fe, but not fweur at- 
tachment to the republic, and fidelity to the conftitation, 
and engage to defend them with al his power, againft 
the attacks of royalty and anarchy. Thc council of an- 
cients, after a ne (eae difcuffion, acceded to the pro- 
pofed law. Adolphus’s Hit. of France, ti. 297, 

+ The pope’s letter and the general’s anfer are admi- 
rable {pecimens of hypocrify. 

The pope, in his epiftle, calls the general his dear fen, 
and concludes as follows: © Affured of the fentiments of 
good will which you have manifelted, we have abftained 
from removing any thing from Rome, by which you will 
be perfuaded of the entire confidence which we repofe in 
vou. We conclude by afliuing you of our moft perfect 
efteem, and in giving you the paternal apoitolic hene- 
didion.” 

Bonaparte replies, ‘ jZoft holy yather, 1 ought to thank 
your holinefs for the obliging things contained in the letp 
ter, which you have taken the trouble to write to me. 

“The peace between the French republic and your 
holinefs is juft figned: I felicitate my felf in having foes 
able to contribute to your perfonal fafety.” 
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regulate the definitive articles. The two powers 
were to invite their aliies to be prefent at congrefs to 
treat jor a general peace. 

Mantua was to be reftored to the emperor. 

The war on the continent might now be confidered 
as terminated. An emperor and a pope humbled ; 
the imperial crown reduced to little nore than an 
empty name. and tue pontifical crown held at the 
will of the conqueror; two hings fubje&ed—one to 
humiliation, and the other to unconditional fubmit- 
fion ;—Corfica reftored to France without an effort— 
and a new and formidable republic ere&ed in that 
country which had beheld the overthrow of five 
armics appertaining to its ancient mafter ; fuch is the 
fummary of the sohitical efforts and martial achieve- 
ments of a general, who had then fcarcely attained 
the thirtieth vear of his age *. 

In the courfe of this year the Britith arms were 
fucecfsful in the Weft Indies, under general .Aber- 
crombie and admural Hervey. A refolution was 
formed by thofe two’ officers to attack Trimdad, 
a vunfiderable ifland to the fouthwaid of Toba- 
go. The arrival of part of the convoy from 
Englind, enabled them to proceed with confidence 
in ther operations. .A> foon as the troops could be 
coll-Aed srom the diterent iflands, which were or- 
ded to rencezvous at Cariacou, the admiral failed 
from Merveque, which Wand be left with his fqua- 
dron oa une tueiitil of February, The precifion with 
witch the admiral had given his orders to affemble 
the fhips of war and traniports, would not aduut of 
a moment ot delav. On the fifteenth, in the morn. 
ing, toe neet failed from Canacou, The next day 
it paffed through tie Bocas, or eutrance into rhe 
gulf cf Pana, where they fennd the Spanith admi- 
yal. with four fail of the hi» and a frivate, at anchor, 
eh pie! ready for faihmg, uider cover of the 
land’ of Gaipayrande, winch was tortified. Tie 
Brituth fyuadron came to anchor oppofite. and almost 
witiin guathot of the Spanith thips. The frcates 
and tranfputs were ordered t anchor bigncr up m 
tne bav, and at the diiance of newly Bye miles from 
the town of Port dS ‘pagne. “Phe dufpeftion was 
immediately made tur landing at day-ircht nest 
morning, and for a zonal attack upea tae town 
aud fips of wart. 


*In tle treaty which Bonaparte concluded with the 
pore, his Luling bs rencanced all conn chon with the cva- 
ion of crowned reads; engaged to difsind the troep. 
which haa been. & | tor the thy por. atthe war, and to 
fout his ports asaind afl the power at war with the re- 
he. He ato ceded Avignon and Veraiffa te the 
"rench, and con ferted te pas the conquerors thirty mul- 
fions of livres, wits tetern thoufand horfe ; 

+ On the firftot tebruury in itnis vear, cedonel Freden 
fon uf ghe late Ti coor, king ot Cortica, thot hindtelt in 
the wefi porch of Weituaimiters Abbey. The coroner's 
icque pronounced We crime an aft of ifanity. The 
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At two in the morning of the feventeenth, they 
ceived the Spanifh fquadron to be on fire ; the 
ips burned with great fury, one line of battle thip 
excepted, which efcaped the conflagration, and was 
taken poffeffion of by the Englith ; the enemy at the 
fame time evacuated the ifland, and abandoned that 
quarter, 

The troops under fir Ralph Abercromby landed 
without oppofition: the chief town was not de- 
fended ; and the governor readily refiened the whole 
ifland. The Spanith troops laid down their arms, 
and the whole colony pafied under the dominion of 
his Britannic majefty. —- 

“From the admiral,” fays lieutenant-general 
Abercrombie, in his difpatch, ‘I have experienced 
‘every poillible co-operation. Captain Woolley, of 
“¢ his majefty’s fhip the Arcthufa, and captain Wood, 
“ of the Favourite floop of war, who had heen fent 
* to reconnoitre in the Gulf of Paria, afforded us 
‘* minute information of the fituation of the enemy 
** previous to our arrival. Captain Wooiley, who 
 dire&ted the ditembarkation, fhewed all the zeal 
*¢ and intelligence which I have experience! from 
* him on former occafions. ‘T'o lord Craven, who 
“‘ begged to attend the expedition, I am intlebted 
‘* for great zeal and exertion. Lieutenant-coloncel 
“ Soter, who is intimately acquainted with this comn- 
* try, has been, and continues to be, of very great ule 
“tome. Lihould not do juftice to his general cha- 
“ rader, if J dul not take this opportunity to cx- 
© prefs it. My aid-de-camp, captain Drew, of the 
“ forty-fifth regiment, will have the honour to deli- 
% ver this letter: he has ferved long in the country, 
and is capable of giving fuch further information 
“as may be required, T humbly beg leave to re- 
© conumend him to his majeity.” 

Licutenant-colonel Sumcoe was alfo fuecefsful in 
repulfing the enciny who made an attack upon the 
Grand Aafe; and other advantages were obtained 
by the Burith troops in the ifland of St. Domingo, on 
the thirtieth of May and the fecond of June. 

‘The naval operations were profecated this year 
with that zeal and courage which have ever due 
tinged Britith feamen. Our frigates and toaller 
eruizers captured great numbers of the enemy's 
privateers, which infelted our coufts; but on the 


remains of this unfortunate gentleman were afterwards 
uterred in the church-yard of St. Anne's, Soho, near the 
body of his father; about an hour before interment, the 
futlowing character was placed upon the church-wall at 
the heac of his grave.“ Here he the mortal remains of 
colonel Fredenc, fon of Theadore, king of Corfica 5 an his 
deportment he was a gentleman ; in honour, honefty, and 
truth, he was princely; he was poor in circumMsnces, 
nich in ghe duttion of the mult liberal heart; and the 
greateff diftsefs he laboured under was the wantof abili- 
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lies to relieve the diftrefs of others—Ged be with him ! 
$ fourteenth 
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fourteenth of February, a moft fignal viétorv was 
obtained by the unparalleled nautical {kill and daunt- 
lefs valour of admiral fir John Jervis. 

The Britifh {quadron amounted to no more than 
fifteen fail of the line, four frigates, a floop of war, 
and a cutter; of thefe fix were three-dechers, eight 
were of feventy-four guns, and one of fixty-four. 
The Spanith fect confifted of twenty-fever fal of 
the line, one of which was a four-decker, and car- 
ried one hundred and thirty-fix guns; fix were 
three-deckers, of éne hundred: and twelve guns each, 
two ofeighty-four, and cighteen of feveuty-four. 

The gallant and experienced officer had been for 
fome time cruizing, with fifteen fail of the hne, off 
Cape St. Vincent, in hopes of falling 1m with the 
Spanith ficet. On the evening of the thirteenth bis 
hopes were confirmed, by diftinétly hewing the report 
of their fignal guns, and by intelligence by fea from 
captain Foote, of his majefty’s flip Niger, who had, 
with equal judgment and perfeverance, kept com- 
pany with them for feveral days, on the prefcribed 
rendezvous (which from the firong fouth-caft winds, 
the fleet had never heen able to reach), and that they 
were not more tlian three or four leagues diftant. The 
admiral anxioufly awaited the dawn of day, whien 
being on the ftarboard tack, Cape St. Vincent bear- 
ing caft by north eight leagues, he had the fatisfaétion 
of feeing a number of ihips extended from fouth-weft 
to {puth, the wind then at weft by fouth. At forty- 
nine minutes paft ten, the weather being extremely 
hazy, Le Bon Citoyenne, made the fignal that the 
fhip» {een were of the line, twenty-feven in nuniver. 
His majefty’s fyuadron happily formed in the mo,t 
compaét order ot failing, in twolincs. By carrying 
a prefs of fail, the admiral was fortunate in getting 
in wit the enemy’s fleet at half patt eleven, before a 
regular line was formed to oppofe him. Such a 
moment was not to be loft; and, confidcnt in the 
fkill, valour, and difcipline of his officers and men, 
a» well as judging that the Honour of his majeity’s 
arms and the circumftances of the war in thote feas 


* On the twenty-eighth of December, 1797, admiral 
Nijfon received, at the ofhce of Mr. Wilkes, (who was 
then chamberlain of the city of London) a gold box value 
one hundied guineas, voted him for his bravery and con- 
duct in tne Britifh fervice. The chamberlain thus ad- 
dicned him on the occafion : 

“ Kear admiral fir /Juratio Neljon, I give you joy, and 
“ with true fatisfaction I return you thanks, in the name 
“‘ of the lord mayor, aldermen, and common-cuuncil af- 
* fembled, who have unanimouily voted you the treedom 
‘of the capital, for your diftinguifhed valour and con- 
“duct in the favoutite fervice of the navy, and particu- 
* larly againft a very fuperior force of the enemy otf Cape 
“ St. Vincent, on the fourteenth of February lait. Many 
“ of our naval commanders have merited higily of their 
“ country by their exertions, but in your cafe there is a 
“rare heroic modefty which cannot be fufliciently ad- 
“mired, You have given the warmeft applaufe to your 
brother officers, and the feamen under your command ; 
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required a confiderable degree of enterprize; fir 
John Jervis 1lt himfelf juftitied in departing from 
the regular fyftem : and patting through their fleet, 
ina line formed with the utmoft celerity, tacked y and 
thereby feparated one third from the main body, 
after a partial cannonade, which prevented their re- 
jun@ton till the evening. 

The intrepid Nelfon and Troubridee, in the Cap- 
tain and Culloden, greatly dittimpuithed themfelves 
in this aétion. For a confidcerable time their fhips 
were engaged with fix of the Spunith veffels. At 
length they were fupported by tie Blenheim; and 
the exertions of captain Collingwood, in the Excel- 
Jent, were highly inftrumental in faving them from 
capture. When commodore Nelfon’s thip was di 
abled, he jrepared to board the San Nicholas, amd 
his orders tor that purpofe were’ inftantly obeyed. 
The cabin door was forced by fome n.arines ; and, 
rufhing upon the quarter-deck, he perceived that 
captain Berry was nearly mafter of the fhip. All 
oppofition being fubdued in tlus veffel, the San Jofef 
was boarded ; whien the Spanith officers delivered u 
their fwords to the commodore. Though the coniliee 
was partial, fume other fhips befides thofe we have 
particularifed, had a fhare in it’. By the exer- 
tions of thofe which had the good fortune to come 
up with the enemy on the larboard tick, four of 
their fhips were captured, viz. the Salvador de Mur 
di of one hundred and twelve gurs; the San Jofeph 
of onc jiundred and twelve guns; the San Nicolas 
of eighty-four guns; and the San Yfidor, of feventy- 
four guns. The action ceafed about five o’clock in 
the evening. 

In the andes under the command of fir John 
Jervis, feventy-three were killed, and two hundred 
and twenty-feven wounded : total three hundred. In 
the cuptured veffels, upwards of fix hundred are 
faid to have fufered. The gallant admiral was ho- 
noured with the thanks of both houfes of parliament, 
and rewarded with a peerage and a pention. 

Equal avunour was refleéted on the Britith flag by 


but your own merit you have not mentioned even in 
tie flighteft mauner; and the relation of the fevere and 
“ cruel wounds you fufered in the fervice of your coun- 
“try, as tranfnutied by your nuble commander in chict. 
“ May you long live to enjoy the grateful bencdictions of 
the country, which you honeur and protect.” 

Sir Horatio Nelfon’s anf{wer.—* Sir, Nothing could be 
« more gratifying to me (as it muft be to every {ea-ofticer) 
“ than receiving the high honour this day conferred upon 
“ me, in becoming a freeman of the great city ot Lon lon ; 
* and 1 beg you tu believe, and to affure my fellow-citi- 
“ gens, that my hand and head fhall ever be exerted, 
“with all my heart, in detence otf my king, the laws, 
“and the jult liberties of my country ; in which are in- 
“ cluded every thing which can be beneficial to the ca- 
pital of the empue, I beg leave, Sir, to 1eturn you 
«my fincere thanks for the very flattering expreffions 
you have honoured me ‘with on this occafon.” 
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admiral Duncan, commander in chicf of the flect 
t tationed in the North Sea, to watch the motions of 
-be Dutch fquadron which had been all the fummer 
'n the Texel Admiral De Winter tuled ont with a 
view of rcinfureing the French, aud flattered him- 
felf with being able to elude the vigilance of the 
Englifh. Finding on thetenth of O@ober. that they 
had come out ot harbour, the adiniral placed his 
fyuadron in fuch a fituation, as to prevent the enemy 
from returning to the Texel, withod failing in with 
them. Atnine in the morning of the eleventh, he 
happily got fight of captain Trollope’s fquadron, 
with fignals flying for an enemy to leeward; he im- 
mediately bore up, made the fignal for a general 
chace, and foon got fight of them, forming in 2 ine 
on the lapboard tack to receive our fleet; the wind 
at N. W. As the fleets approached, the Britith 
commander made the fignal for the fynadron to 
fhorten fail, in order to conne¢t them; he {von after 
faw the land between Camperdown and Egmont, 
about nine miles to leeward of the enemy, and find- 
ing there was no time to be loft in making the attack, 
made the fignal to bear up, break the encmy’s line, 
and engage them to leeward, cach thip her oppo- 
nent, by which he got between them and the jand, 
whither they were hafjily approaching. The finals 
were obcved with great promptitude, and vice- 
admiral Onilow, in the Monarch, bore down on the 
enemy's rear in the moft gallant manner, his divifion 
following Ins example. aud the action commenced 
about forty mmutes pat twetve o'dock, The Ve- 
nerable (admiral Duncan's fat) feon got through 
the enemy's line, and beean a clot action, with his 
dividion on there van, woh Jatted near two hours 
and a half, when all the inafts of the Dutch adimmal’s 
inp tere obferved to go by the board. The flip 
occupied by De Winter, contended at one time with 
nwo, and afterwards with thre> or our veilels. About 
mo tundred and fifty of her men were killed or 
wounded, She was, however, gallantly defended 


* In beginning the repairs of Worceder cathedral, in 
1797, the tomb whics toed in the nave, near the 
cancel, to commeno-ate tae interment of king John, 
wa propofed to be reniuved to a more conventent piace ; 
but. ’o the aftonithent of the workmen, a ftone coflm was 
dijcovered at the bottom, level with the foor, whieh, on 
caret Jly examining it, way found ty contain the remains 
ot the king. From the great length of time the body had 
been depotited, (fo long unce asthe year §218,) ere 
but conjectural ideas could be farmed refpecting the vefi- 
ments, &c. Pat of the robe was zm in its texture, but 
of what colour, could not be sfcertained. What was 
difcovered at the body, appeared to be nearly in the 
fame pofition as the figure on the top of the tum , 
and, the fength of the cofin, meafured five feet, fix 
inches and e halt: part of bis fword was lying by bis 
fee fide, which time had much mouldered; the 
leathes-thesth was nearly in the fame fate; the molt per- 
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for fome time, but being over-preffed by numbers, 
her colours were ftruck, and admiral De Winter was 
foon brought on board the Venerable. The thi 
bearing the vice-admiral’s flag was alfo difmatted, 
and furrendered to vice-admiral Onflow. Many more 
of the Dutch at this tigse, had alfo firuck. One of 
the enemy's thips caught five in the action, and drove 
verv néar the Venerable; but it was cxtinguifhed, 
and flie was one of the fhips in poffeflion of the 
victors. The Britith fquadron faffered much in their 
mafts, yards, and rigging, and meny of them loft a 
number of men; though not in any proportion to 
that of the enemy. The catnage oa buard the twd 
Ha which bore the admirals’ flags, was bevond all 
deicription ; they had no lef, than two hundred and 
fitty men killed and wounded on board of each thip, 
The lofs on board our fleet amounted in killed and 
wounded to upwards of feven hundred and fifty. 
Nine of the enemy’s fhips were taken in this memo- 
rable aG@tion ; more of them firuck, but taking ad- 
vantage of the night, and being fo near their 
own coatt, thev made their efcape, and fome of then 
were fveen going mto the Texel, the next morning. 
Among the flain was captain Burgefs af the Ardcnt, 
who brought that fhip into a@tion, in a mofvgallant 
and mafterlv manner, but was unfortunately killed 
foon after. The flip, however, continued the ac- 
tion clofe, till auite dnabfed. The public, in cap- 
taih Burvefs, lotta goud officer, and focietv a moft 
valuable member. \dimural. Duncan received the 
thenk- of parliament for the valour and fkill he had 
manfetied on this memorable occafion, and was gra. 
tified with a peerage and penfion, Even the Brith 
ladies were fo captivated by the valour of the North 
Bntuh commander, that they decerated thew heads 
and boio.ns with phid ribbons, in honour of the 
country which gave birth to fo illaftrious a hero. A 
mott liberal collection was made for the widows and 
orphans of {uch of the feaman and marines as tell, 
or were wounded in the action *, 
; Succes 


fe part wat towards the bottom of the legs and fect, 
on which appeared a kind of half-boot, The rhe lad 
the appearance, in fome parts, of having heen enbroi- 
dered, particularly on the right knee: vo bones of the 
fingers were tu be One point afeertained is, that 
the body certainly was depotited bere, and not in the 
more eaflern part of the church, as waefuppoted ; and 
the extraordinary circumftance of there being no meme~ 
randum or record of the place of interment in the ar 
chives of the cathedral, is now obviated, The tomb is 
to remain facred to the athes of the hing, and will doubt» 
lefs be preferved with additional care and atteation. 
The dean and chaptor gave orders thet the curiofity of 


the be gratified as far as could be done 
with fafety ; but, te convaurfe from all parte 
becoming fo grest, it was deemed proper to inel.fe the 


From the London Ganette, 
,; A letter 


r 


So 


-_ 
= ee 
—= 
a 
——— 
———= 
———— 
——. 


Mt 
ih 


you a 





/ 2st 


f+»? 


vA Of o * we te 


bo 


7 


Cy 


th 


GEORGE It 


Sueccefs continued to crown the exertions of cur 
fleets ftationed on the coaft: between the feventeenth 
of July, and the fixth of September, the fquadron 
under the command of fir J.-B. Warren, took one 
French frigate and fixteen trading veffels, and de- 
ftroyed five armed fhips and fix trading veffels*#, Our 
naval achievements, however, were tarnifhed by def- 

rate muitinines in our fleets, attended with moft 
difaftrous confequences. 

In February, petitions were fent from all the line 
of battle hips at Portfmouth te lord Howe; but be- 
ing all apparently written by one perfon, and couch- 
ed in the fame language, it was fu pofed they were 
only the produétions of a few fattious individuals, 
who were po too contemptible for notice; the 
petitions were therefore thrown afide, and no anfwers 
returned to them. This, on the return of the fleet 
to port from the laft cruize, occafioned an epiftolary 
correfpondence to be kept up through the whole 
fleet ; till at length it was unanimoufly agreed, that 
no {hip fhould lift an anchor till a redrefs of griev- 
ances was obtained. In this {tate matters remained 
till the fifteenth of April, when admiral Bridport or- 
dered the fignal for the fleet to prepare for fea: but, 
infiead of weighing anchor, three cheers were given 
from the Queen Charlotte, as a fignal for difaffection, 
which was followed by every fhip in the fleet. The 
officers were aftonifhed, and tried various means to 
bring the men to a fenfe of their duty ; but without 
effet The next day a boat from each fhip was de- 
manded, and two men from the crew of each were 
appointed delegates to reprefent the whole; and lord 
Howe’s cabin was deemed the moft proper place for 
their deliberations. On the feventeenth, every man 
in the fleet was fworn to fupport the caufe in which 
he had embarked. Their next procedure was the 
reeving ropes, 7m terrorem, at the fore-yard-arm, 
and turning all thofe officers out of the fleet who had 


* A letter from firJohn Jervis, to Evan Nepean, efquire, 
furnifhes an additional laurel to the brow of rear-admiral 
Nelfon. It is dated, Ville de Paris, off Cadiz, July 5th. 
It begins thus,—* Sir, I defire you will acquaint the 
“ lords commiffioners of the admiralty, that the Terpfi- 
“‘ chore, with the Thunder bomb, having a detachment 
« of artillery on beard, and the Urchin gun-boat, from Gi- 
‘‘ braltar, joined on the fecond inftant, and the night 
# following, rear-admiral Nelfon having made his dif- 
* pofitions, the bomb, covered by the gun-boat, launches, 
“ and barges of the fleet, was placed near the tower of 
*¢ San Sebaftian, and fired fome fhells into the town, 
“when an attempt was made by the gun-boats, and 
+ launches of the enemy, to carry her. The rear-admi- 
* ral, who ts ahvays prejent in the moft arduous enterprizes, 
** with the afliftance of fome other barges, boarded and 
 cartied two of the enemy’a gun-boats, and a barge 
“. launch of one of their fhips of war, with the com- 
“ mandant of the flotilla, In this thort contlitt, eighteen 
“ or twenty Spaniards were killed, the commandant and 
** feveral wounded ; he and twenty-five made prifoners: 
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given them any offence, The chief afferter of thefe 
demends was Richard Parker, a man of a daring 
fpirit, who aéted as prefident of the council of dele- 


es, 
eon the eighteenth, the lords of the admiralty ar- 
rived there, and in the courfe of the two tollowing 
days, feveral propofitions were made by them to 
uce the flect to obedience, but ineffe@tually. On 
the twenty-firft, admirals Gardner, Colpoys, and 
Pole, went on board tlie’ Queen Charlotte, to confer 
with the delegates, whe informed the admirals, that 
it was the determination of the crews to agree to no- 
thing that fhould not be fanétioned by parliament, 
and guaranteed by the king's proclamation ; which 
fo irritated admiral Garditer, that he feized one of 
the delegates by the collar, and {wore he would have 
them all hanged, with every fifth man throughout 
the fleet. This circumftance fo exafperated the crew 
againft the admiral, that it was with much difficulty 
he efcaped from the fhip’ with his life. 
The delegates from the Royal George returned to 
their fhip, and informed the crew of what had hap. 
ned, who, after fome confultation, refolved on 
ummoning all the delegates on board their thip, 
which was done by hoifting the red or bloody flag, 
which ftruck terror arte the fleet (the fignal not 
being generally underftood), and particularly to the 
officers, who trembled for the conlequences, fearing 
that fomething dreadfully hoftile ‘was intended. At 
this moment, lord Bridport’s flag was ftruck, with 
a refolution never to difplay it again, which drew 
tears from almoft all’ the officers. The fleet then 
iar to load all their guns, ordered a watch to 
e kept the fame as at fea, and put every thing in a 
fiate of defence, keeping every officer to his re- 
{fpeétive fhip. On the twenty-fecond, the men were 
in fome degree pacified, and caufed two letters to 
be written, one to the lords of the admiralty, fating 


‘t the reft fwam on fhore. This fpirited a&tion was per- 
‘ fermed with inconfiderable lols on our part. The 
* launch of the Ville de Paris was funk by a raking fhot 
“ from the enemy’s gun-boats; but, by the a¢tive and 
“ intelligent mind of captain Troubridge, got up yefters 
“day morning, and repaired on board the Culloden, 
“ Rear-admiral -Nelfon’s a@ions {peak for themfelves: 
* any praife of mine would fall very thort of his merit. I 
“ am, fir, your moft obedient humble fervant, 
¢ J. Jervis.” 


Admiral Nelfon was not fo fortunate in attacking the 
town, of Santa Cruz, July the twenty-feventh, in the 
ifland of Teneriffe, though he declarés that more daring 
intrepidity was never fhewn than by the officers and men 
under his command. In this enterprize, he greatly re- 

Hower. of the Terpfie 
chore, than whom a more enterprizing, able, and gallant 
officer does not grace his majefty’s naval fervice. Man 
other gullant othcers appeared among the flain on thes 
occafion, : 

the 
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the caule of their condu& on the preceding day; 
the other to lord Bridport, in which they ftiled him 
their father and friend, and avowed no intentional 
offence to him. This had a proper effect; for on 
the twenty-third, the admiral returned to his thip, 
and re-hvitted his flag; and, after a fhort addrefs to 
the crew, informing them that the painful bufinefs 
of the lafi week, would be the means of hurrying him 
ihortly to Ins grave, he affured them that he had 
brought with him a redrefs of all their grievances, 
and his majefty’s pardon for the offenders, which, 
after fome deliberation, were accepted, and every 
man returned to his duty. 

The mutiny among the feamen, which was fup- 
pofed to be happily terminated, im confequence of 
the liberal conceflions of adminiftration, broke out 
on the feventh of May, with greater violence than 
ever; occafioned, it has been faid, by a mifrepre- 
fentation of parliamentary difcuffion on the fubje& ; 
and by an idea that the conceflions granted to the 
feamen, would not be adhered to. It was renewed at 
Spithead. The channel fleet refufed to put to fea, 
under pretext that government did not mean to fulfil 
their promifes. The delegates re-affembled, and fent 
a deputation to the London, admiral Colpoys fhip, 
at Port(mouth, whom the admiral refute to admit 
on board, and enforced his authoritv, by ordering 
the marines to fire on the boat. This condu& was 
refented by the ¢few of the London, who immedi- 
ately depofed the admiral, ftruck his flag, and hoift- 
ed the enfign of defiance. In this affray, feveral 
feamen were wounded, fome of whom died foon 
after of their wounds, The next day, the London 
joined the mutinous fleet at Spithead, and feveral 
officers were fent on fhore by their crews. 

Two days after, the mutinous feamen at Spit- 
head, agreed to it admiral Colpoys to go on 
fhore; and the day an a& for advancing the 
pay of feamen paffed both houfes of parliament, 

ich, tugether with a on, was imme- 
diately tranfmitted to Portfmouth. This communi- 
cation feemed to give perfe& fatisfaGion to the failors, 
and they immediately agreed to put to fea with the 


A few days afterwards, rear-admiral Curtis ar- 
rived at St. Helen’s, from Torbay, and the crews of 


® Parker, who became fo confpicuous on this occafion, 
is faid to have defcended from a refpeftable family in 
Exeter, Devon. He obtained a good education, was 
bred in the navy, and, about the conclufion of the Ame- 
sican war, was aveciing lieutenant in one of his majefty’s 
He foon came into the poffeflinn of a confiderable 
of money, and, thortly after he arrived in Scotland, 
masried a farmer’s daughter in Aberdeenthire, with 
he received fome propery: At this time, being 
ithout employment, he fon diffipated his money, which 
involved him in debt ; on account of which, be was im- 
ifoned in the gaol of Edinburgh, where he was at the 
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feveral of the thips immediately declared themfelves 

in a ftate of mutiny, and fent feveral of their officers 

on fhore; but on receiving information from the de. 

legates of the channel fleet, that government had 

conplied with their demands, they returned to their 
uty. 

In a few days, feveral of the lords of the admi- 
ralty fet off for Sheernefs, followed by a meffenger 
with his majefty’s proclamation, offering bis moft gra- 
cious pardon to fuch men, as, having heen feduced 
from their duty, fhould return to it again. 

An admiralty board having been formed at the 
commiffioner’s houfe, the delegates were {ent for, and 
introduced to lords Spencer, Arden,: &c. One of 
the feamen, named Parker*, the principal delegate, 
was the advocate for himfelf and for his colleagues, 
who amounted to about a dozen. They ftood be- 
hind Parker, forming a kind of half circle, and the 
lords of the admiralty feveral times urged them to 
{peak, but none of them would engage in the dif. 
cuffion, except Parker, who being the premier chief 
of the delegates, was called the port-admiral. 

Lord Spencer addreficd himfelf to the delegates, 
He informed them they fhould have every indul- 
gence that had been granted to the feamen at Port{- 
mouth, and with which had been contented ; 
and his lordfhip expreffed a hope, that the feamen 
at Sheernefs would be alfo fatisfied with thofe indul- 
gefces. The feamen faid they had other grounds of 
complaint, and prefented a lift of them, amountin 
to eight articles; the firft and principal of whic 
was, the unequal diftribution-of prize money. The 
lords commiflioners affured the delegates they could 
grant nothing of themfelves, but tee would men- 
tion their demands to thofe who muft finally decide 
upon them. In the courfe of the converfation, lord 
Spencer afked them, rather peevi(hly, “* What do 
you want/” To this Parker anfwered, ‘“ You are 
a man of fenfe, and you know what is dueto us; 
you know what we want.” The infolence of Parker 
was intolerable. When lord Spencer intimated that 
he muft refer their demands to minifters in London, 
Parker replied, ‘* Aye, go and confult the ringleaders 
of your gang ;” ‘and as the delegates were retiring, 

er, in anfwer to {ome very juft admonitions from 
lord Spencer, faid, ‘* You may all be ——,” 


time the counties were raifing feamen for thenavy. He: 
then entered as one of the volunteers for Perthihire, re- 
ceived the bounty, and was releafed from.prifon, on pays 
ing the incarcerating creditor a part of his bounty. He 
was put on board the tender then in Leith Roads, come 
manded b aa Watfon,. who carried him with man 
others to ore, On the soa , captain Watfon difi 
tinguifhed Parker, both by his sivity and polithed ade 
drefs, That he was the fame perfon who was known ia 
the mutinous fleet by the appellation of ad.niral Parker, 
has been clearly afcoriained. 


When 
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When the lords of the admiralty returned to town, 
without having accomplifhed the obje& of their 
journey, the mutineers grew bolder: to their mu- 
tinous proceedings, they added aés of plunder and 

iracy. The Grampus ftore-fhip, e nippee for the 
Wet Indies, with a fupply of naval and ordnance 
fiores for the fleet there, was ftopped by the dele- 
tes—the ftores were taken out of her, and diftri- 
uted among the fhips under the command of the 
delegates. The Serapis ftore-fhip, from the. Weft 
Indies, was alfo as ore 

On Thurfday, the delegates-fent on fhore to they 
admiral a declaration, fiating their intention of 
blocking up the river Thames. They faid, they had 
heard that the Dutch fleet was on the point of fail- 
ing; and as were determined to have their 
grievances fettled, they would bring things to an 
extremity at once. Accordingly the Standard, In- 
fpef&tor, Brilliant, and Swan, got under weigh, and 
moored at equal diftances acrofs the mouth of the 
Thames. Soon after, feveral veffels ftanding down 
the river, were obliged to come to an anchor near the 
fhips of the mutineers. The Monmouth at the fame 
time moved her birth. 

On the feventh of June, the earl of Northetk, who 
had been long confined on board the Montague, ar- 
rived in town from the Nore, with fome refolutions 
adopted by the mutinous delegates, to be prefented 
to the king. Lord Northefk, previous to his depar- 
ture, received the following paper to ratify his cre- 
dentials, 

“© Sandwich, June 6,3 P. HM. 


«6 To Captain Lord NortHEsk, 

‘* You are hereby authorifed and ordered to wait 
upon the king, wherever he may be, with the refo- 
lutions of the committee of delegates, and are di- 
re@ed to return back with an anfwer to the fame, 
within fifty-four hours from the date hereof. 

“* R. Parker, Prejident.” 


No anfwer being given to the application of 
the mutineers, fhortly after divifions took place in 
the rebel councils, A proclamation was now pub- 
lihed, declaring the crews of the thips at the Nore 
in a ftate af rebellion; and prohibiting all inter- 
courfe between them and his majefty’s faithful fub- 
jects. 

: After feveral remonftrances of the delegates, and 
an attempt so negociate through the medium of lord 
Northefk, the mutineers were given to underftand, 
that nothing but unconditional fubmiffien would be 
accepted. At length the dread of the vigorous mea- 
fures intended. to be taken by government, pro- 
duced the defired effe&. The moderate and well- 
affeGted part of the crews, were encouraged to make 
exertions to emancipate themfelves from the tyranny 
of their mutinous brethren, and the violent and re- 
bellious were confound@i aiid difmayed. But there 
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was an obftinate firugele before the loysd party tri- 


umphed. 

On the fifteenth of June, a violent difference of 
opinion arofe among the men at the Nore, which 
eventually terminated the mutiny. The R -pulfe, 
one of the fhips that had been in a flate of rebellion, 
made for Sheernefs, and the Leopard, went up the 
Thames, Other veffels, particularly the Naffau,, 
alfo attempted to efcape, but they were prevented. 
Some men were killed in the various ftruggles on. 
board the fhips, and many were wounded; but the 
moft agonizing fight was the Repulfe, which ran 
aground, and in that helplefs Situation, was fired 
upon at a moft terrible rate by the Monmouth, the 
veffel which followed her clofe. The people of 
Sheernefs fpoke with the utmoft horror of the fight, 
and with the utmoft indignation of the Monmouth, 
who were guilty of fo barbarous a condu&. They 
naturally imagined, that the flaughter was great on 
board the Repulfe, but happily they were deceived : 
only a lieutenant loft his leg, and another man was- 
wounded by a fplinter. This was gt! remarkable, 
as many hundred fhot were fired at her, and the 
were feen in great numbers to ftrike the water clole 
to the Repulfe. The Ardent afterwards, in the dark 
efcaped, and, in paffing the Monmouth, fired at her, 
and Killed or wounded feveral of the crew. Next 
day, the delegates, finding it impofhble to effe& 
their purpofe, various propofitions. were made, but 
difcord univerfally reigned. It was then that the 
red flags were ftruck, and that the trade was allowed. 
to ~ up the Thames; it was then that diftruft of 
each other, and defpair of fucceeding in their de- 
mands, took pofitfiion of the feamens’ minds, and, 
that every fhip was fuffered to follow her own courfe. 
In this ftate they remained on the feventeenth, in 
hopes of a general pardon ; but finding that govern- 
ment was decided 1n rufufing it, and that the moft 
Vigorous preparations were making to force them to 
fubmiffion ; finding that their condu& was odious to 
the whole country, they refolved to allow every thip. 
to do the beft for itfelf, and to oppofe the ashen 
no longer. 

On the eighteenth, the Naffau, the Standard, and 
others, made off a little way up the Thames, and 
next morning the five fhips failed up the river to 
Gravefend, with a flag of truce flying. On the- 
nineteenth, in the afternoon, the Champion failed 
in under the guns of Sheernefs, and at night the 
Monmouth, ed as the moft defperate fhip of 
all, came into the Little Nore, under the guns of the 
ei to furrender ; but 7 little-faith was placed in 

apparent intentions, that ev aration was 
made aptar her to fabmit.” The guns at the 
fort were ready to fixe on-her, and the Ardent drew 
upon the oppofite fide, fo that fhe. would then have 
been between two fires, if the had attempted ta, 
refift. When fhe firft came in, it was with eal 
e 
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the crew of the Repulfe could be refrained from 
going to fight her, {uch was their indignation at the 
crael conduc of the Monmouth. 

The fame night, the Brilliant and fome others 
came into Sheernefs, and the Lion and a frigate 
went up the Thames. About three o'clock next 
mromnine) the Sandwich came under the guns of the 
ort. 

The Grampus arrived in the courfe of the fore- 
noon, and the DireSor arrived off the fort about 
half paft four o'clock. The Swan floop of war ar- 
rived in the evening. She wasnick-named the Little 
Inflexible, to diftinguith her for ber violence ; the 
Inflexible being regarded, as well as charaGerifed 
by her name, as the was the moft outrageoufly mu- 
tinous, and the moft obftinate of the whole fleet. 

The apprelicufion of Parker was confidered as a 
fervice of danger. Several of the officers of the 
Sandwich were on deck, and but few of the men 
appeared. As foon as Parker heard that a boat was 
come for him, he furrendered himfelf to four of the 
fhip’s crew, to prote& him againft the outrages of 
the other feamen, whofe vengeance he feared. Ad- 
miral Buckner’s cockfwain informed the officers on 
deck, of the nature of his bufinefs, and claimed 
their afffiance. The lieutenant drew his fword, and 
the party, confifting of eight or ten, went down 
below, where Parker was furrendered into their 
hands. They tied his hands together bebind, and 
the officers quietly conduéted him into the boat ; 
which had eight or ten rowers, and a party of the 
Weft York militia feated at the head, with their 
faces towards the flern, and their mufkets held up- 
right in their hands ready charged. Parker was 
feated in the fiern part, and before him fat the lieu- 
tenant of the Sandwich, holding a drawn fword 
over him. In tnis fituation, the boat left the thip, 
and the rowers pulled with estraordinary vigour. 
The top of the ftairs and the furrounding parts were 
crowded with {peétators, principally foldiers. Parker 
being landed, was much hifled as he paffed by thofe 
around him.—He appeared a hitle difconcerted, but 
exclaimed, “ Do not hoot me. It isnot my fault. I 
will clear myfelf!” He was then marched through 
the doch-vard by a party of the Weft York aubtia, 
and imprifoned in one of the cells under the chapel 
of the garrifon ; where, having remamed for feveral 
hours, he was condudted to the commfioner’s houle, 
to be examined, and then committed to Maidftone 

aol. 

: Many of the delegates and committes-men were 
afterwards brought on thore, the principal of which 
were from on board the Sandwich, The fpettators 
did not infult them. They were ali guarded and 
lodged.in the cells of the prifon. 

and fubordination being thus ily re- 
Lorgl, it became the indifpenfable tak of govern. 
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4 
ment to indiGe punithment on. thele who had, by 
their atrocious condug, didhonoured their country 
and the Britith navy. -Accordingly, the trial of 
Parker, by a court-martial, commenced on the 
twenty-fecond of June, on board the Neptune of 
ninety-eight guns, and lafted til the twenty-fixth, 
when he was found guilty of various a&s of mutiny, 
and difobedience of orders; in confequence of which, 
sae of death was paffed upon him by the court. 


mar 
Parker, with a degree of fortitude and compofure 
which aftonifhed pale thus addreffed shecaurt. 
—‘ Thave heard your fentence—I thall fubmit to 
it without a flrugele.—I feel thus, becaufe I am fen- 
fible of the re&itude of my intentions. Whatever 
offences may have been committed, I hope my life 
will be the only facrifiveI truft it will be thought 
a fufficicnt atonement. Pardon, I befeech you, es 
other men—I know they will return with alacrity to 
their duty.” The oe was then taken on board 
the Sandwich, the fhip deftined for his execution. 
_On the twenty-ninth, the prifoner, who had taken 
bis ufual repaft in the birth allotted him in the gun- 
room, and paffed the night in great compofure, was 
awaked a little after fix o'clock, from a found fleep, 
by the martial provoft, who, with a file of marines, 


compofed his guard. Ho rofe with cheerfulnefs, 
took his breakfaft, and then pr for the ap- 
proaching awful folemnity. At half pait eight 


was informed that the chaplain was ready to attend 
him to prayers, on the quarter-deck, which he im- 
mediately attended uncovered, and recited fome verfes 
out of the penitential pfalm. At nine o'clock the 
preparatory gun was fired, which he heard without 
the mrs aoe ' 
cendi fcaffold, he afked the captais 

¢ whether he wight be pennitied'to fpeak?” ant 
immediately apprehending his inteution might be mif- 
conceived, he added, ‘1 am not going, fir, to ad- 
drefs the fhip's company!<—I with only to de- 
clare, that I acknowledge the juftice of the feytence 
under which | fuffer, and J- hope my death may 
be deemed a fufficient atonement, and fave the 
lives of others.” He then requefted “a minute to 
colle& himfelf,” and knelt down alone about that 
Space of time ; then yen up, faid, “ J am ready.” 
The halter being adjufted, and the cap being drawn. 
over his face, walking by firm fteps up to the extre- 
mity of the feaffold, he dropped the handkerchief, 
and fabmitted to his fate on the yard-arin of the fhip 
which had been the chief fcene of his power. 

__ After the execution of the ringleader of the mutiny, 
it was thought expedient by government to exhibit 
exemplary juftice in the punifhment of the other 
moft atrocious offenders ; many of whom were ac- 
cordingly hanged at the Nore, and other places, after 
baving been convitted upog fubftantial ane 
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thelr guilt. Seme of thet were only fcourged for 
their offence; and a-free pardon was granted to many 
ofithofe who were condemned. 

‘The french, determined tb perfevere in their plan 
of alarm, landed to the amount of about twelve 
hundred miferable wretches, on the Welch coatt, in 
the month of April; but they met with fo warm a 


reception from the loyal inhabitants, that they were - 


compelled to -farrender at difcretion ; and after be- 
ing detained as prifoners till Auguft, were embarked 
at Milford; to be tranfported to their own country. 
They are faid to have confifted of galley-faves, and 
other criminals from Breft ; and the obye& was fup- 
pofed to be to create an alarm on the Britith coaft, 
and to rid the French republic of a number of def- 
perate fellows, They were without artillery, and 
almoft without accoutrements. Their expedition, 
however, proved entirely fruitlefs; and, as two of 
the thips which. brought them over were returning 
into Breft harbour, they were captured by the St. 
Fiorenzo and Nymph frigates *. 

On the thirtieth of June, lord Malmefbury and 
the honourable H. Weftley, his fecretary, fet out 
for Lille, to negociate a peace with the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the French republic. The negotiation was 
continued till September ; on the eleventh of which 
it was terminated, in confequence of the following 
order from the French executive direétory. 

“ The executive dire@ory order that an, 
Trielhard and Boniere, commiflioners to negoti 
a peace with England, fhall tranfmit, on their firlt 
conference with lord Malmefbury, plenipotentiary 
minifter of the king of England, a note, the obje& 
‘of which thall be to know, ‘ whether this minifter 
has fufficient powers to reftore to the French re- 

ublic and its allies, all the poffeflions which have 
fallen into the hands of the Englifh, fince the com- 
mencement of the war. The plenipotentiaries will 
require his anfwer within the day.” 

‘ The executive dire&tory further order, that if 
‘lord Malmefbury ihall declare that he has not full 
“ powers to eftablifh this bafis, which the laws and 
‘¢ treaties that bind the republic render indifpenfible, 
** or if within a {pace prefcribed he does not return 
‘‘an anfwer, he fhall depart, within twenty-four 
hours, to his courtto obtain them.” 

The Englith minifter refufing to comply with the 
haughty requifition of the direftory, inftantly quitted 
Paris with his faite, and on the twenticth, arrived 
in Londen. In O&ober, an official declaration was 
publifhed, relative to the rupture of the negotiation 
with the French republic., = - 


* About this time, the prince of Wirtemberg arrived 
in London, and was prefented to the princefs roval of 
England, his intended bride. His ferene highnefs pro- 
ceeded a few days after ona tour to Bath, Briitol, Bir- 

ingham, Oxford, Port{mouth, and other placcs,and was 
gtatitied by the loudeft acclamations of the people, On 
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_ the third fecretary of f{tate, one of the 
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The fpitit of party continued to prevail through. 
out the kingdom in general, and the metropolis in 
particular. At a common hall of the livery of Lon. 
don,. held on the twenty-third of March, a motion 
was made, * That an humble addrefs and petition 
be prefented fo his majefty, upon the prefent alarm. 
ing ftate af public affairs, and praying him to dif, 
mify his prefent minifters from his councils for ever, 
as the firft flep towards obtaining a fpeedy, honour. 
able, and permanent peace ;” which was carried in 
the affirmative, as were alfo feveral other refolu. 
tions, tending to carry that into effe@. The follow- 
ing day, the fheriits of London went to St, James's 
in ftate, to know the king's pleafare when he would 
receive the addrefs of the livery of London, voted at 
the common-hall; they were not admitted to the 

refence as ufual, his majefty fending out a meflage 

y the duke of Portland, that he never received ad- 
drefles on the throne, but from the corporation of 
the city of London. On the firft of April, another 
numerous meeting of the livery was held at Guildhall; 
when the fheritfs, aving reported that his majefty de- 
clined receiving upon the throne, their addrefs for the 
removal of minifters; the following refolution was 
paffed by the meeting with only one diffenting 
voice : 

‘© That the anfwer given, to the theriffs, when 
they attended to know his majefty’s pleafure as to 
the time of receiving their petitigg, was given by 
perfons for 
whofe removal they petitioned; that the theriffs do 
again attend at St. James’s, and requeft a perfonal 
audience of his majefty, at hich, & granted, they 
do reprefent to the king, that it is the privilege of 
the livery to prefent petitions to the fovereign on 
the throne; and that the fheriffs do make a report of 
this application to a future hall.” The iheritls at~ 
tended according to the above refolutions, when his 
majefty in perfon confirmed the meflage before de 
livered by the duke of Portland. - 

To countera& the meafures of that party of the 
citizens of London, who were averfe to the pro- 
ceediggs of minifters, and therefore withed their 
removal; another party, attached to them, and de- 
firous of their continuance in office, caufed to be 
drawn up and figned, a declaration of a very op- 
pofite tenor. 

Murmuring, however, {till prevailed among a very 
numerous body of the people; and on the third of 
July, a meeting convened by the correfponding fo- 
ciety, was held jn an open field near the Veterinary 
College, St. Pancras, At two o'clock, near three 


his return, the marriage was performed with the ufual 
ceremony and magnificence, and on the fecond of June, 
the prince, with his royal confort, fet out for Germany ; 
and on the twenty-firlt, arrived at Stutgard, the capital 
of the duke of Wirtembeng’s dominions. 
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as ghey were termed, were ereCted in different 
places. Bofore the firft tribune fir W. Addington 
prefented hnnfelf on aorfeback, attended by an cieert 
of conftables, Other magiftrate. attended and took 
their tations before the different tribunes: The 
pulace who furrounded them, contified principally 
of people of the lower clafles. 

At two o'clock, the prefident at the frfi tribune 
came forward, end read the advertifement by which 
the meeting was convohed. (Qn the meeting being 
declared illegal by the Bow Street magiftrates, a per- 
fun was deputed to wait on them, and to enquire in 
what confited its Ulegality ; and to fay, that sf their 


ae were confidered as trenching on the late 


onvention Bill, they dhould avoid the inveftigation 
of thofe points. Mr. juftice Ford replied, ‘“ that he 
did not coufider himfelf as obliged to give any ex- 
peur of the law; and if they proceeded, the 
ndon correfpo.ding fuciety and the Bow Street 
magiitrates fhould be at iflue.” On receiving this 
general anfwer, the perions who afflumed the title of 
the executive comittee, did not hold it incumbent 
on them to forbid the meeting which they had fum- 
moned. 
Pr las addrefs being received with fome pane aie 
applaufe, the {ame perfon proceeded to a pe- 
Gite apd remonfirance to the king, which, he tod, 
was to be followed by the moving of certain refo- 
LIONS je 
Here the reader was interrupted bv an affertion, 
that the proclamation for difolving the affembly as 
legal bad been read. Mr. F a, a barrifter at 
Jaw, who occupied one of the tribunes, then ad- 
@reGed the mecting, and conjured them quietly to 


feparate ; and, to prevent mifchief, to gepart to 
their feveral anc” He faid, the neftion was now 
veally at iffee, ansi it remained to be feen, whether 


the magitrates of How Strect were to be r 
as the Hd shea the agli ai ir, engute 
‘ ington then gave orders that Mr. Fergufon, 
aed others, fhould £ taken into cuftody. Tho 

pulace did not attempt to hinder the conftcbles 
rom executing their , and indeed the perfons 
who were , Were carneft in deprecating any 
interference in thew behalf. They, sere athered 
into a hackney coach, and efcorted by a party of 
conftables to Strest. 

In the eveniag, they were breught before Ge Wil- 
iam Add-ngton, at the public orice, charged with 
having aided and ail:fied in certain illegal procecd- 
ings rfpotting the «bove meeting. Evidence was 
called to prove te charge, which being eftablithed 
to the fatia& no. the bench, they were ordered to 
find bal tu, gniwer the complaint at Ue next feffions, 
themflves iq cuc hundred pounds, aud two furetics 
in fifty pounds cach. The charge agamnft Me. Fer- 
gutlon, was Tupported by a Mr. John Smith, who 


‘himfelf to the crowd, and 
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thoufand people were affembled. Three tribunes, | 


depofed, that he beard Mr. Fergafon addrefs the 
bere fee ean ee ocha- 
mation had been read, in nearly the followin 


words :-< Citizens, I beg of you to difperfe, an 

‘* not flay here ear lt fall coerce 
** fee, whether or not the Bow Street magiftrates 
‘¢ are the interpreters of the law.” Mr. Fergufon 
Rrenueully denied the whole of the charge, but de- 
clared he was ready to give bail, which was accord. 


ingly executed ip the ufval form. 
Confiderable difturbanoes took place in different 
perts of Scotland, to the balloting for 


fons to ferve in a militia, being its firft introduc. 
tion into that coumry: a very unpleafant circum. 
ftance occurred at Tranent in particular, on one of 
thefe occalions. On the arrival of the deputy- 
lieatonants and magiftrates in that place, they were 
infulted and abufed in the grofleft manner, by mul- 
titudes of people whom they found affembled. The 
woinen were particularly rous, and for fome 
time feemed to take the lead: for the men, either 
afbamed of the bufinefs, or wifhing to conceal their 
firength, at firft thought proper to keep out of fight. 

The deputies defired tnat the calvary thould be 
drawn up at the eaft end of the town, as they were 
anxious that the conftables only, if poffible, thould 
be employed in kéeping off the crowd from the door 
of the houfe which they had entered. In about half 
an hour, a fquadron of the Pembrokefhire cavalry 
arrived, and foon after great numbers of pcopic, 
chiefly collicrs and fakers, allembled from aii parts 
of the country, armed with immente blndgeons. As 
foon as they had collefted their forces, they fent up 
to the deputy-lieutenants, a moft infolent and 
tbreatping , (that they denominated a pcti- 
tion), which the deputies received, but told the per. 
fon who prefented it, thet it would not prevent them 
from going through with their bufinefs, and doing 
their duty. The mob then began to prefs extremely 
on the houfe where the deputy-lieutenants were af- 
fembled : a thower of brick-bats foon demolifhed the 
windows, while the concaffion on the walls and roof 
was dreadful, and made them believe they fhould in- 
fiantly be demofifhed. All attempts to remonftrate 
were Iti vain. 

The officer who commanded the cavalry, addreffed 
thein to defift, 
for if they proceeded to extremities, and the milita 
were ordered to a&, a preat many of them would 
futier. At this time, the foldicrs received many 
fevere blows from the ftones which wert thrown 
fromthe tops of the houfes, and the ftreet.' The 
commanding officer was in imument danger; aod a 
ferjeant of the Cinque Ports cavalry, at this time, 
received fo fevere a blow on the bead fram a flone, 
that his life was defpaired of, 

Several other attempts were made to keep pof. 
fefion uf that part of the flreet which was op- 
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tc to the door, but they were all equally ineffer- 
port the men were Pen terete deen of ape hed 
not orders been ot laft reluftantly given to fire, the 
military would doubtlefs have been defeated, and 
the magiftrates and deputies feized and murdered. 
On thefe orders being given, fome of the Pem- 
brokefhire . vavalry were dire&ted to fire with 
their piftols, at the men on the tops of the houfes, 
which they did for a confiderable time, without 
the fmalle& effe&t; the men on the houfes treat- 
ing the piftol- firing with contempt. An officer 
of the Pembrokefhire, obferving this, took a party 
of the Cinque Ports, (who had carbines), from the 
right, and went to the rear of the houfe, on the 
north fide of the fireet, and dif{mounted them. They 
now fired with confiderable effe&, which fpcedily 
brought them down from the tops of the houfes, and 
enabled the military to get the better of them. The 
magifirates thea inerpeeed, and many of the rioters 
were apprehended, and fent to Haddington gaol. 
And thus terminated this alarming affray. 

‘The national thank{iving for the three great naval 
vidories of lords Howe, St. Vincent, and Duncan, 
took place on the ninetecath of December ; his ma- 
jeftv, attended by both houfes of parliament, went 
in fiate to St. Paul’s, where the colours which had 
been taken in the different engagements, were de- 
pofited. Never Rdipeas was there a finer {peftacle 
exhibited ; and recolle@ior of the ever memo- 
rable events which occafioned it, added in no {mall 
degree to the {plendor of the fcenc. The refulgent 
beauty of the day, greatly increafed the brilliancy 
of the proceffion. His majefty, and his fuite, on 
their entranee into the city, were received with every 
mark of attention, and the whole management of 
the bufinefe of the day was highly decoreus, and 
fuch as refleGied great credit on thofe who fuperin- 
tended its general arrangement. 

The preliminaries of peace betwoen the court of 
Vienna and the French republic, were now figned 
by Bonaparte, in the name of the French republic, 
and by the Neapolitan minifter, on the part of the 
emperor. Among other articles, the Netherlands 
and the duchy of Luxembourg werc ceded to France, 
the independence of the new Italian republics, : nd 
the navigation of the Rhine were acknowledged. 
By a icciet article, the French, it is faid, under- 
took to indemnify the emperor by a part of the Ve- 


* Amongt the events of this year, we deem it ne- 
ceflary to record the death of two very finfular cha- 
ragters,—-Edmund Burke and John Wilkes; they both 
poffefied eminent talents, and were long z-alou. cham- 
pions in the canfe of liberty: but as verfatuity is almoft 
infeparable from frail mortals, the ardour of the latter 
degenerated into @ tdta) indifference refpediing the in- 
terefts of the common weal; and the pen and eloquence 
of the former, were employed in the decline of life in 
the fupport of principles evideatly repugnant to thofe 
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netian territory, and by fecularizing fome of. the ec- 
clefiaftical fates of Germany *. : me ‘ 

Gloomy profpe&s now prefented tbemfelves in 
Trelapd ; in the northern parts of which, the pea- 
fants rofe in large bodies, and committed fuch de- 
predations, that general Lake found it neceffary, m 
the beginning of March, to publith a proclamation, 
requiring every perfon in the northern diftri& to de- 
liver up their arms of ull kinds to the military, and 
declaring the whole diftri& ina ftate of infurreftion. 
The coercive meafures adopted by government were 
ftrenuoufly oppofed in the Irith parliament, as tend- 
ing to defeat the very purpofes for which they were 
avowedly adopted ; but as they were declared to be 
expedient, and even indifpenfable, by a great ma- 
jority in both houles, they were purfued with vigour, 
and very difaftrous confequences enfued. 

On the twenty-fifth of May, Mr. W. Ponfonby 
moved in the houfe of commons, for a reform in 
that houfe, which was negatived by one hundred 
and feventeen to thirty ; on which Mr. Grattan and 
the leaders of oppofition feceded from parliament, 
which was diffolved on the eleventh of July. 

The number of infurgents influenced by a rebel- 
lious party, who had affumed the title of United 
Irifhmen, increafed in fuch an alarming degree, that 
the whole kingdom of Ireland was put under martial 
law. Many aétions took place een the king’s 
troops and the rebels ; which, though generally ter- 
minating in favour of the loyalifts, rather increafed 
than diminifhed the number of the difaffeéted ; and 
fuch was the prevalence of party rancour and ani- 
mofity, that the inhabitants of this unhappy countr 
were expofed to the moft dreadful outrages, bot 
from the military and the infurgents. Several trials 
occurred for treafon and con(piracics, fome executions 
enfued, and other punifhments were infliéed or 
conviéted criminals; and in this perturbed fate was 
the fifter kingdom at the clofe of the year 1797 +. 

With refpe& to the affairs of the continent, war- 
like operations were now fufpended by confent of 
both parties; fo that the only occurreuce worthy of 
notice, is the deteGion of a leagne formed in Paris, 
in conicquence of which Barthelemy, one of the ex- 
ecutive dire&tory of France, general Pichcgru, nine 
of the council of ancients, and forty members of the 
council of five hundred, with many other leading 
men, were {eized and confined on a charge of hav- 


they had fo ably maintained in its meridian: and we 
have onl, in candour to obferve, that “ itis the lot of hu- 
manity toerr.” Mr. Burke’s inve@ives were fo fevere, 
that they feemed to manifeft a malignity of difpofition, 
though they rather proceeded from an irritability of 
temper. 

t Gold feven-fhilling pteees were ordered to be re- 
ceived as the current com of this kingdom, on the fecond 
of Decembez, 1797. 
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mg entered ipto a confpiracy to reftore monarchy, 
anddettroy fhe de tebe fdr Which they were after- 
wards banifhiell to Cayenne, Africa. 

To fpread ah alarm throughout this country, the 
executive directory ordefed, if the month of O&o- 
ber, that an drmv fhould be affembled on the French 
coafts, to be called the ** Army of England,” and to 
be commanded by general Bonaparte, for the pur- 

fe of invading Fogland oat the merchants of 

aris voluntarily offered to fubfcribe to a loan fok the 
completion of the ayowed defign. 

The event however proved that the deftination of 
this wonderful armament, was far more remote than 
‘was generally apprehended. Every preparation was 
made on the part of the Englifh government, to 
countera&t fo wild a proje&: military affociations 
arere formed, and the mafs of the people, waving all 
political prejudices, embarked moft cordially in 
every meafure for the defence of their country, 
againft the attacks of the inveterate enemies of their 
civil and religious liberties; but fortunately there 
was no neceflity for the exertion of thofe fervices fo 
patriotically tendered *. 

Purfuant ta prorogation, the Britifh parliament 
met on the fecond of November, when the feffion 
‘was opened by a moft gracious fpeech from the 
throne, in which his majefty expreffed his concern 
for the failure of his endeavours to reftore to his 
fubje&s the bleflings of peace, on fecure and ho- 
nourable terms ; affuring them that the rupture of 
the negotiation was folely to be afcribed to the in- 
ordinate ambition, and inveterate animofity of the 
enemy. He affured them of his firm reliance on the 
wifdom and vigour of their counfels, and on the zeal, 
magnanimity, and courage of a great and free peo. 
ple. He extolled the public fpirit difplaved by the 
army and nary, and made honourable mention of 
the vidtory lately obtained by his fleet under the 
command of admiral lord Duncan. He exhorted 
the commons to an animated exertion, and ftated the 
neceffity and importance of fupporting effe&tually 
public credit, in order to convince the enemy of the 
ability of the nation to fupport with vigour an ar- 
duous conteft as long as neceffary, for the fafety, 
honour, and rdeneaiencs of thefe kingdoms. 


* On the fixteenth of November, Frederic- William 
the Second, king of Prufia, died at Potzdam ; in confe- 
quence of which, his fucceffor fent the following letcer to 
the executive directory of France :— ' 

“ Frederic-William the Third, by the grace of God, 
king of Pruffia, margrave of Brandenbusgh, arch- 
chamberlain, and eleétor of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire, &c. 

« To the French republic, and in its name to the cis 
tizens who compofe its executive dire@ory. 

 Miglhiy and dear Friends, 

Providence having difpofed of the days of the kin 
my father, a the fixteenth of this month, and 
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‘The addyefs to his majefty on this occafion, yas - 


moved in the houfe of lords by tbe earl of Glaigow, 
and Foes by lord Gana an aetithcn i 
moved by ¢arl Fitzwilliam, who declared his opi- 
nion, that this country could never obtain a fecure 
peace from France, until her monarchy was reftored, 
and with it, the reign of hereditary law, morality, 
and religion in that country. 

Lord Grenville differed from the noble earl in his 
inference, that under no circumftance an adequate 
peace could be made with the prefent government 
of France. He allowed it was a confideration of the 
moft momentous nature, and the queftion pf peace 
with fuch a country fhould be regarded with all pof- 
fible cautionary attention. His lordfhip then ex- 
preffed his difapprobation of the noble ear!’s amend. 
ment. ‘The queftion upon earl Fitzwilliam’s motion 
was then put and negatived, and the addrefs carried 
in its original form. ‘The noble earl entered a protoft. 

A fimilar motion wag made and carried on the 
fame day in the houfe of commons, but not without 
fome pointed obfervations on the fide of oppofition. 
The thanks of the houfe were voted to lord Duncan, 
for the fignal vi&tory he had lately obtained over the 
Dutch fleet. , 

Mr. Tierney rofe in the houfe of commons, to fub- 
mit a propofition on a fubje& which he reprefented 
as highly offenfive and derogatory to the honour and 
iSdependency of the houfe. The fubjeé& he alluded 
to was the creation of the office of a third fecretary 
of ftate, in the perfon of Mr. Dundas, in contra. 
vention to an exprefs af of parliament for the abo- 
lifion of certain ufelefs places, and to preferve the 
honour and independence of parliament againft the 
influence of the crown. To this third department 
was attached, he faid, jue and falary, amount- 
ing to thirteen thoufand pounds per annum, which, 
added to the emoluments of the other two, out of 
which it had {prung, amounted to a fum exceeting 
forty thoufand pounds a year. He concluded by 
moving, ‘* That the office of fecretary of ftate for 
the war department, was an addition to the other 
two, and that the right honourable Henry Dundas, 
having accepted that office, was incapacitated from 
fitting in that houfe.” 


having called me to the throne of my anceftors, I haften 
{o announce to you thefe two events, perfuaded that 
you will take a part in the lofs I have fuftained, and 
that you will feel yourfelves interefted in my accefflon 
to the regency of the Pruffian ftates. 1 take the 

eateft care to cultivate and cement the harmony which 

find happily eflablifhed between the two nations; and 
for that purpofe, I pray God, high and dear friends, to 
have you in his holy keeping. 

*« Your good friend, 
“ FRepgRick-WILLIAM.” 


Berlin, Nov. 17th, 1797. ; 
Ms, 
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Mr. Dundas ebferved that the only queftion on 
view of this. fubje& was, Whether he was bona fide 
the fecretary of ftate defcribed in the a&? To make 
it appear that he did not come within the defcription, 
he mentioned that he delivered up the feals which 
he had in euftodia to his matefty, who transferred 
them to the duke of Portland: other feals were en- 
trufted to him. With the gd agai he had no 
new patent, no new falary. He remained, he faid, 
‘¢ one of his majefty’s principal fecretaries of ftatc,” 
and this defcription applied equally to the three. 
According to the legal import of the aé, it did not 
prohibit the creation of a third fecretary of ftate, it 
merely interdi&ed a third fecretary fitting in the 
houfe. 

Mr. Pitt vindicated the appointment of a third fe- 
cretary of fiate. The aft, he contended, did not 
refirain generally, it merely fays, that the office of 
third fecretary fhould not be tenable with a feat in 
the honfe, 

After fome further debate, a divifion took place, 
when there appeared, for the motion, eight ; againtft 
it, one hundred and thirty-nine—majority, one hun- 
dred and thirty-one, 

In the houfe of lords, the lord chancellor rofe, in 
confequence of a previous motien, to communicate 

rfonally to lord Duncan the thanks of that houfe, 
for the fignal vi€tory he had lately obtained ; and to 
congratulate his lordfhip on his acceflion to the ho- 
nour of a diftinguifhed feat in that houfe, to which 
his meritorious profeffional condu& had defervedly 
raifed him, His lordfhip made a very appropriate 


reply, . 

The houfe then entered into a difcuilion of his 
majefty’s declaration, together with the fubftance of 
a variety of papers, relative to the late negotiation, 
On this occafion lord Grenville rofe, and adverted 
to a variety of circumftances relative to the bellige- 
rent powers, for fome time previous to the negotiation. 
His lordfhip proceeded to detail feveral circum- 
ftances in the condu& of the French government, 
more immediately conne&ed with the negotiation ; 
and vindicated the fteps taken on the part of this 
country during the negotiation, which he contended 
were open, fair, manly, and fuch as would 
beft conduce. to the attainment of a fafe and honour- 
able peace. He would not, he faid, enter into a 
diteubon of iba articular terms weap or Wi 
not ro or this country to accede to In a de- 
Gnitive tresty but he infifted. that the idea of giving 
up all our acquifitions as a preliminary, could only 
be regarded by the minifters of this country as the 
height of madnefé and folly. 

Gnder thefe irepreffions, exprefling a confidence 

that their lordfhips muft coincide with him, he 

moved an.addrefs to his majelty, the general fub- 

fiance of which appeared to be, ‘‘ That their lord- 

fhips had taken into their ferious confideration the 
ox. HI. No. 114. 
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various papers relative to the late negotiation for 
ce, which his majefty was pleafed to order to be 

id before them ; and that they beheld with regret 
and indignation, the inordinate ambition and un- 
warrantable pretenfions of the enemy, by which his 
majefty’s gracious endeavours to attain an adequate 
peace were fruftrated ;” and concluded with affur- 
ances of fupport to his majefty, in the warmeft and 
moft affectionate language. The addrefs was una- 
nimoufly paffed. 

The following day the fame fubjc&s were intro- 
duced into the Foufe of commons, and Mr. Dundas 
having propofed thé queftion for the adoption of the 
addrels tranfmitted from the lords for the concur. 
rence of the houfe, fir John Sinclair propofed an 
amendment, ‘‘ thanking his majefty for the com- 
munication, applauding his benevolent endcavours 
to obtain peace, deploring the calamities of war, and 
earneitly recommending the adoption of pacific 
meufures,”” 

Farl Temple, fon of the marquis of Buckingham, 
oppofed the amendment, and after fome very perti- 
nent rcmarks, concluded with giving his decided 
fupport to the addrefs. The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer combated the arguments advanced by the 
honourable baronet, vindicated minifters in their 
public condu&—expofed the futility of the propofed 
amendment, and concluded with exhorting the 
houfe to join the lords in the folemn pledge they had 
made to the executive government, to ftand or fall 
with the religion, laws, and liberties of their coun- 
try.—The amendment was withdrawn, and the ori. 
ginal addrefs pafied nem. con. : 

The ftate of Ireland was recommended to the con- 
fideration of the houfe of lords by carl Moira, who, 
it was obferved by lord Grenville, feemed difpofed te 
accufe government of being hoftilely inclmed to- 
wards the fifter kingdom, and eager to keep up in it 
a fyftem of coercion. 

he lord chancellor rofe, and declared, he deemed 
an interference in the Britifh parliament, in an af. 
fair of internal regulation in ireland, as a very feri- 
ous confideration. It would be in cffe& a breach of 
the folemn compact made with Ireland—of that re- 
nunciation of all controul whatever over the legifla- 
tive concerns of that country, which was deliberately 
made by the parliament of Great Britain. Such a 
procecding he could never filently fuffer to be called 
a mere matter of form. And thus the matter refted, 

On the twenty-fourth, the chancellor of the cx- 
chequer propofed to raife feven millions of pounds, 
as part of the fupplies of the year, by doubling, 
trebling, &c. of the affeffed taxes, eftimating, there. 
by, to take a tenth part of every man’s income, who 
had or acquired more than fixty pounds a year, 
This propofition occupied the attention of the houfe 
at intervals, by adjournment froin this day to the 
fifth of January following, during which very in- 
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terefting debates took place; theggh it would be 
fi us to repeat them at this time. 

produce of the a d affeffments being 
Inadequate te the expe@ations of the propofer of the 
tax, he came to a refolution of enforcing the pay- 
ment of large fums, not by the criterion of expendi- 
ture, but by that of come. By the former impoft 
very few paid fo much as a tenth part of their in- 
come; but by the new fcale every one was required 
to contribute at lcaft a tenth part of their revenue. It 
was now propofed, that no perfon whofe annual in- 
come did 4 not amount to fixty pounds, fhould be 
obliged to contribute more thar#the taxes which he 
already -paid; but thofe who had an income ex- 
ceeding that amount, fhoyld be additionally bur- 
thened according tu the regulations of the following 


e: 
Where the faid annnal income hall appear to be 
not lefs than * 


b but f 
GOL under 651,03 1-1 20cF thel 1 S5Lunder] 40], wot ex 1-26 ofthe 
coeding fame, ceeding fame, 


65 70 1-95 140 145 1-24 
70, 75 1-70 145 150 1-22 
78 80 1.65 150 155 1-20 
80 85 1-60 155 160 1-19 
85 90 1-55 160 165 1-18 
90 95 1-50 165 170 1-17 
95 100 1°45 170 i75 1-16 
100 105 1-40 175 180 1-15 
103 1id 1-38 180 185 J-14 
110 115 1.36 185« 190 I-13 
115 120 1-34 190 195 1-12 
120 125 1-32 195 200 1-12 
125 130 1-30 200 000 1-10 
130 135 1-26 


And where the annual income fhall appear to be 


not Jefs than two hundred pounds, every perfon thall 
be entitled to fuch an abatement of the eddstional 
duty now granted as may be neceflary to reduce the 
fame, to a fum not exceeding one tenth part of the 
faid income. 

In order to ‘riggs oie rie fraudulent aa 
ments, if wou uired of the party applyin 
for reli to give in his declaration upon oath: ‘aul 
alfo that his ftatemerit fhould be open for infpe&ion, 
the better to deteé&t falfe returns. Commiflioners 
were to be appointed in different parifhes and dif- 
triGts, to condu& the bufinefs, with a fmall com- 
penfation for their trouble. 

Perfons w.th large families, he thought, were fair 


* This being the firft avowed tax pon income, though 
many indireCt impofts have had a fimiler operation, we 
have deemed it expedhent to flate the particulars of its ori- 
gin, introdu@ion, and leh Sagi eration ; but though 
the proje@, after having ned fer a time, has 
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_ Of modification or exemption. The com. 
mittee might think it moft defirable to fix the fcale 
according to the number of children. Thofe who 
had no family he thought fhould be rated higher in 
proportion to their income. 

Having gone through this ftatement, Mr. Pitt re. 
curred tothe principle on which his fcheme was 
founded. it was not, he admitted, free from ob- 
Je&tions on the firft view; but he challepged any 

entleman to produce a {cheme for raifing fo con- 

derable a fum in a mode {fo univerfally comprehen- 
five, equal, and more fufceptible of modification 
and abatement. He alfo wifhed gentlemen to re- 
colleé that the burthen would not be permanent ; 
and that though it would be too much for ordinary 
occafions, the prefent was one which imperioufly 
demanded it. 

He concluded with moving a feries of refolutions 
founded upon the above ftatement. 

Sir Wilham Pulteney approved of the principle, 
but did not think its operation fufficiently extenfive, 
Mr. Nichols deprecated the fyftem as oppreffive and 
unjuft. The fecretary’at war {poke in favour of the 
{cheme, and vindicated the condu@ of minitfters. 
Mr. Pierpoint faid, he thought it would be a great 
improvement of the-plan, if the royal family o 
their contributions. 

Mr. Tierney oppofed the fcheme in detail, after 
which a divifion took place, when there appeared for 
the refolutions moved big minifter, two hundred 
and fourteen ; againft » fifteen ; majority, one 
"Tbe following day, on th quetion being put for 

owing day, ont ion being put 

the reading of "the Uc tedens a fecond ie, Mr. 
Wigley faid, that on a fubjet& fo novel and important, 
the minifter ought to allow a fhort interval for deliber- 
ation. It was alfo he faid of that alarming and oppref- 
five nature, that members fhould have an opportunity 
of confulting their conftituents. Mr. Johnes faid, that 
he felt the neceffity fo extremely urgent, that he 
fhould give the refolutions his moft hearty approba- 
tion, referving the power of fuggelting modifications. 
Mr. Huffey iid, fe difa proved of the plan, rot 
from a defire to throw ebitacles in the way, but be- 
caufe he thought a better might be adopted. 

The refolutions were then read the fecond time, 
and bills ordered purfuant thereto. 

The chancellor of the exch , defirous ef: 
bringing this important bufinefs to a conclufion be- 
fore any recefs of parlianient fhould take place, 
brought up a bill for trebling the affefied taxes on 


experienced a renovation, accompanied with more rigor~ 
ous clanfes, we hope it will be enforced no lenger:than 
the exigencies of the times will be thought a fuficient 
apolagy for the exercife of fo oppreffive a mealure. 


rs hg, 


1 


GEORGE If. 


the feventh of Becember, and after the firft reading, 

immediately put the motion for its being read a fe- 

cand time. Ates ing ftrenueully oppoled by Mr. 

Wilberforce Bird, and cenfured by Mr. alderman 
Lufhington, for bearing too hard on the lower 
claffes of the community, the queftion was put and 
carried. 

The debates on the affeffed tax bill being refumed, 
in the hoyfe of commons on the fourteenth, the 
order of the day for the fecond reading being read, 
Mr. Wigley fupported the arguments that had been 
uled in bebalf of. tradefmen, and the middling clafs 
of the people ; and contended, that the tax ought 
to bear in a greater proportion on the higher orders. 

Mr. Henry Thornton faid, he was inftruéted by 
the unanimous voice of his conitituents, to oppofe 
the bill. 

Mr. Yorke urged the feeond reading of the bill; a 
more praétical criterion of property, he faid, could 
not be found than that of expenditure. Mr. Nicholls 
alledged that tha principle of the bill went firft to 
deftroy the lower and middle claffes of fociety, and 
next to deftroy the capital of the country. 

Mr. Sheridan obferved, that it was a penalty upon 
the retrenchments of aconomy, an encouragement 
of perjury, and a commiffion of bankruptcy againft 
the whole nation. The principal of the bill was, he 
faid, a fifeal contribution, it went to eftablifh in 
every parifh a fifcal inquifition, to repért the profits 
of every individual—a moft enormous proceeding in 
a free commercial country. By his inquifitorial 
a@, atradefman, whofe income might fall from two 
hundred to one hundred and fifty pounds, muft 
either difclofe his circumftances, which would fill 
more reduce his credit, or be guilty of perjury» and 
defraud his creditors by paying the abominable tax 
with their money. 

Mr. Pitt faid, that after the moft accurate mquir 
in his power, every abjeftion which had been m 
againft this bill did not affeé& its principle, but 
might eafily be obviated in a committee, without 
altering the general principle, or defeating the ten- 
tlency of the meafure. The houfe then divided, 
when there appeared a majority for the bill of one 
hundred and twenty-five. 

Qn the eight » feveral modifications in the bill 
were offered to the houfe, by the chancellor of the 
exchequer, who alio brought up the fcale of pay 
ment, as propofed by the committee on the bill, 
which, with other particulars, became the fubje& of 
future confideration, yatil the third of January *, 

When very interefting dehates took place, on the mo- 
tion for the third feadiig uf the bill, which were con- 
tinued op the fourth and fifth —. 

Mr, Sheridan aid, it was not his with to withhold 
thé firpplies. Whoever waa in adminiftration, and 
whether the war was juft and neceflary or not at the 
commencement, our fleets end armies mult be fup- 
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ported. It had been afked, ** Can you devife any 
better mode of raifing the fupplies ?* Though it did 
not fall within his department to bring forward 
fchemes of finance, he felt no hefitation in declaring, 
that the only conftitutional mode was to perfevere 
in the old way, by loan, with the payment of in- 
terefl, with a finking fund kept inviolate and’ in- 
alienable. Mr. Wilberforce ohteeed. that his fup= 
port of the prefent bill arofe folely from his convic- 
tion of the propriety and neceffity of the meafure. 
Mr. Fox expatiated fully on the tendency of the bill, 
and faid, that he bad that night attended in confe. 
quence of the requeft of his conftituents ; but he ftilt 
retained his opinion, that a general attendance upon 
that houfe would be of no fervice to the country, 
and therefore he fhould decline attending in fu- 
ture. 

Mr. Pitt rofe, and having replied to Mr. Fox in an 
eloquent fpeech, animadverting on the feceffion of the 
leaders of oppofition, faid, as he was unable, at that 
late hour, to enter into a long detail upon the bill, 
he fhould leave it to the decifion of the houfe, which, 
he faid, would, he was fure, be confirmed by the 
voice of the country. 

After a defultory converfation, rather than a de- 
bate, Mr Pitt's original motion was put ; which was 
oree by a majority of one hundred and eighty. 

ve, 

On the motion for the further confideration of the 
affeffed tax bill, the queftion was put and carried, 
and the houfe proceeded to receive claufes by wa 
of riders. After the amendments were read, the bi 


affed. 
The affeffed tax bill was brought into the houfe of 
lords on the ninth, when lord Grenville obferved, 
that, as in confequence of the addrefs of the houfe 
to his majefty, it had been deemed neceffary, in or- 
der fuccefsfully to countera& the exertions of the 
enemy, to raife a certain portion of the fupplies ; 


this neceflary determination produced the prefent 
meafure. He therefore moved, ‘' That the bill be 
committed.” 


Lord Holland rofe to oppofe the further progrels 
of the bill. In conclndmg, he contended, that 
though the burthen was apparently attached to the 
richer and higher orders of fociety, they would 
eventually i to fhift it to the middling and 
lower claffes, upon whom the whole weiglit of tax- 
ation, as propojed by the hill in queftion, would ul- 
timately fall. He concluded.by giving his decided’ 
negative to the meafure. ‘The earl of Liverpool ftre- 
nuoufly fupported it. 

Lord Auckland faid, he approved of the generaP 

rinciple of the bill; and. obferyed that it would 
fa rfede the necefiity of adding one million and 2 

half of annual taxes on ourfélyes and our pofterity. 
The bill was oppofed by tip. duke of Bedford, and 
fupported by lor ow; sad,-after fome obfer- 
vations 
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vations from Jord Grenville, the houfé divided. For 
the bill, fifty, proxies, twenty-three—feventy-three ; 
againft it, fix—-majority, fixty-feven. 

The earl of Oxford and lord Holland entered a 
proteft againit the bill. 

On the third of April, Mr. Wilberforce, in pur- 
fuance of notice, rofe to move for Jeave to bring in 
a hill “ for the abolition of the flave trade, at a time 
to be limited.” After fome debate, a divifion took 
place, for Mr. Wilberforce’s motion, eighty-three ; 
againtt it, eighty-feven ; majority, four. 

The moft important fubje& which now claimed 
the attention of parliament, was the propofition from 
the chancellor of the exchequer, for the redemption 
of the land-tax, which he opened in the houfe of 
commons on the fecond of April. 

Having premifed that the obje& of the meafure 
he had to propofe was to invigorate public credit, to 
facilitate the means whercby we were to continue the 
ftruggle with a moft implacable enemy, and to ani- 
mate the fpirit of the people, by fhewing the ftrength 
of our refources ; he bia. his propofition was to ¢on- 
vert the land-tax into a perpetual annuity, which 
fhould be equally deftined to the public fervice, and 
in making this converfion to produce a ange pecu- 
niary advan to the public. He withed, by di- 
minifhing the quantity of ftock in the market, to 


remove the preffure which, of all others, was moft . 


fenfibly felt. “ 

Mr. Pitt’s fcheme for thus firengthening public 
eredit was fimply this: That the funded capital 
fhoald be reduced by the redemption of the land-tax. 
Jn other words, that the owner of land, or any other 
os fhould purchafe this tax by a transfer of 


ock, producing 2 greater dividend than the amount 
ofthe impoft, By which means the purchafer would 
have the additional advantage of landed fecurity ; 


pad tate would derive a favin dh pacha thou- 
pounds, per annumi, an 8 wou - 
vience a very feafonable relief. This ill-adjuited tnd 
unequal tax was fo plaufibly introduced, that the 
Dill for that purpofe was enaéted, in defiance of 

Tteong objeGions. 

ss bill came under the confideration of the houfe 
on the eleventh and twelfth of the fame month, paffed 
on the twelfth, and was ordered back to the com- 
mous, A protel lg inte lg jour- 
nals of the houfe, by feveral noble londs. - 

On the twenty-ninth of June his majefty eame to 
the houfe of peers, and after having delivered, from 
the throne, a moft gracions f to bot houfes, 
the lord chancellor, by his majefty’s command, pro- 

the parliament, : 

The fpirit of rebellion in Ireland, was shout this 
time, Give of every fpecies of evil that can 
annoy fy OF a on matkind, col- 

ive individually. Sach were the ontrages 
cqmunitted on perfons aad property in the villages, 


- thatthe north and fonth would alo rife. 
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thatthe inhabitants who had any poffeffions in them, 
were under the ncceility of relinguifhing their homes, 
and taking fhelter in the great towns; in confe- 
quence of which the Quteen’s County, and the 
County of Tipperary were in the month of May al- 
moft totally deferted ; and this emigration had come 
to fuch a height, that in the latter county, a procla- 
mation was iffued, charging perfons with cowardice 
for leaving their houfes, and defiring fuch emigrauts 
to return within forty-cight hours. i 
The king's troops affifted the yeomen of 
Treland, having greatly repreffed the audacity 
of the rebels, their leaders perceived their caufe 
was lofing ground, and that they muft either ha- 
gard an iofurre&ion, or, refign their hopes, The 
arreft of the Leinfter provincial committee, and fe- 
veral other leading members of the union, on the 
fame day, tended fo much to difclofe the guilt of 
the party, that the confpirators refolved, without de- 
lay, to make one defperate effort. Their intention 
was to furprize Dublin, the camp at Loughlingftown, 
and the artillery ftation at Chapelizod, on the fame 
night. The infurreé&tion being commenced near the 
metropolis, (the fignal for announcing which, was to 
be the detention of the mail coaches) it was fuppofed 
The lord 
lieutenant was to be feized, and all the privy coun- 
cil, fe in their own houfes ; and the night of 
the twenty-tfird of May was refolved on for the ex- 
ecution of this horrjd defign. 
he government informed of the purpofe of the: 
confpirators, caufed feveral of the leaders to be ap- 
prehended on the nineteenth and twenty-firft of May ; 
and on the twenty-fecond, the lord lieutenant fent a 
to both houfes of parliament, informing 
them of the intended infurre&ion. Notwithitanding 
many military precautions, i took place in the 
nelg bourhood of Dublin, on the night gH 
and every poflible effort was made by the dilaffe@ted 
within the town, to co-operate with thofe without ; 
the party in the provinces ufing, at the fame time, 


every exertion, to incite the le there into aétion, 
The meafures adapted in ariel pe prevented 
any movement whatever; but acts of open rebellion 


were committed in the counties of Dublin, Meath, 
and Kildsre. About half pat two, on the morning 
of the twenty-fourth, a regular-attack was made by 
a rebel forte upon the town of. Naas, where lord 
Gosford commanded, with part of the Armagh mi- 
litia, and detachments of the fourth ry ards, 
and Ancient Britons. The rebels confitted of about 
one thouland men, armed with mufquets and pikes, 
and they made their stick with great ity, 
but were repulfed by the Armagh militia; with t 
lofs of near two hundred men; they made f 
unfaccefsful attack the next day, and had a an 
equal namber flam. There was alfo an attack made 
ons party of the ninth dragoons, which enh 
© muc ’ 
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mouch, but after fome time, general Dundas was en- 
abled to come up with a coniiderable body of the re. 
bels, near the hills of Kilcullen, where they were entire- 
ly routed with very confiderable lofs. Several bodies 
of rebels colleted in the courfe of the night, in dif- 
ferent parts near Dublin, which were attacked and 
difperfed with fome lof; and fome prifoners and 
horfes were taken. A party of them, however, al- 
fembled on the border of the county of Dublin, near 
Dunboyne, overpowered fome conftables, and took 
the baggage of two companies, guarded by a {mall 
party of fencibles; and having committed many 
eutrages, feveral of them were killed, but as the 
body remained undifperfed, the Jord lieutenant iffued 
a eggpgel 7 dire&ting, that all perfons, a&ing, 
aidiffy, or affifting in the rebellion, fhould be pu- 
nifhed according to martial law. The infurgents ap- 
peared in the neighbourhood of Baltinglaf, to the 
amount of four ur five hundred ; a party of the An- 
trim militia were fent to attack them; and while 
thefe troops were advancing upon them, in the town 
of Stratford, captain Stratford appeared at the other 
end of the town, with part of his corps. The rebels 
being thus attacked on both fides, were completely 
routed, having upwards of one hundred killed, and 
many wounded, Near Hacketftown, three hundred 
were Icft dead on the field, and about four hundred 
to the north of Dublin, on the hill of Taragh, among 
whom was the commanding officer, in bis uniform.’ 

In the beginning of' June the infurre&tion broke 
out in great force in the county of Wexford, and 
the rebels affembled in confiderable numbers ; it was 
pofed at -leaft four thoufand, and many of them 
mounted. Colonel Campbell, at Athy, had partial 
engagements with the rebels; and many of ‘them 
were defeated at Monaftereven and Carlow, with 
very confiderable lofs. Near Kildare, three hundred, 
and near Newton-Ards five hundred were ilain, who 
had defcendcd from Vinegar-hill. 

Vinegar-bill, near Ennifcorthy, was, for feveral 
wecks, the chief ftation of the fouthern revolters, 
and the fcene of their vindi&tive barbarities. 

A vi&ory was obtained over them by fir James 
Duff, who with jnfinite alacrity had opened the com- 
munication with Limerick, and arriving at Kildare, 
while the rebels had poileflion of it, completely 
routed them, and became mufter of the place. 

A proclamation was now iffued by the principal 
Roman catholic inhabitants, exhorting the deluded 
people to return to theiy duty and allegiance: and 
declaring their’ determination to ftand or fall with the 
prefent exifting conftitution ; in confequence of winch, 
the rebels on the Curragh of Kildare, furrendered 
their arms, and delivered up a number of their Icadk rs. 

On the cightenth of Jurtt major-general Lake was 
fiercely attacked by the rebels in his pofition at New 
Rofs; but afler a conteft of feveral hours, they were 
completely repulfed, with very confiderable lofi. 

Vor. IU. No. Lids 
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Lord is fell in the beginning of the conteft, 
A party of rebels, confifting principally of pro- 
teftant diffenters, took poffeffion of Antrim, which, 
however, they foon loft. At Balinah-Inch, about 
four thoufand men were routed, by filtcon hundred 
under major-general Nugent ; and the northern in- 
furreGtion was fpeedily fuppreffed. 

The king’s troops, in thefe encounters, fuftained 
confiderable tofs ih killed and wounded, among 
whom were fome officers of diftinétion ; and, parti- 
cularly lord vifeount O'Neil, governor of the county, 
who died of a wound with a pike, trom his own park- 

r. 

Soon after their expulfion from Antrim, the in. 
furgents quarrelled, and out of two thoufand who 
were in arms, the commander could -only retain 
fifty; the reft having left the camp, deftroyed their 
arms, and declared that they never would agam 
carry an offenfive weapon againft his majefty or his 
loyal fubjetts. 

About the time of the laft engagement in the north, 
general Necdham was oppofed to a great body of 
rebels, near Arklow. Qn the tenth of June they 
made their approach in two large columns, while 
the whole intermediate fpace, embracing his entire 
front, was crowded by a rabble, armed with pikes 
and mutyuets, and Begring down without any regu. 
lar order. The general's pofition was very ftrong : as 
foon as they were come within a dkort diftance, he 
opened a heavy fire of grape thot, which continued 
for two hours and a half, jwhen the enemy fled in all 
direétions, after the fall df about three hundred and 
fifty of their affociates. The Rurham fencibles were 
much applauded for their intyepidity and firmnefs 
on this occafion. 

On the twentieth of June, marquis Cornwallis ar- 
rived in Dublin, in the capacity both of commander 
in chief, and lord lieutenant of Ireland. ‘The public 
virtues of this diftinguifhed nobleman ; his militar 
talents, and alfo the peculiar nioderation and mild. 
nefs of his charaéter, arc too well known to need any-' 
comment. 

The following day, the great-rchel ¢amp, near 
Wexford, was attacked by the king’s troops, under 
colonel Moore, and vanquifhed after an action of an 
hour and a half. The rebels fled with precipitation, 
and left feveral pieces of cannon bakit them. 
Colonel Moore then pulhed on to Wexford, whied 
had been in poflotlion of the rebel, and entered it 
fo opportunely, as to prevent its being laid in athes, 
and hinder the maffacre of the remaining’ prifoners, 
by the rebels, who on the preceding day, had mur. 
dered upwerds of feventy of them in cold blood, and 
thrown their bodies over the bridge. The rebcls 
having fled from Wexford, on the approach of 
coloucl Mooré, fent a propofal to veneral Lake, 
commander in chief of i "s Loopy, uipoiting 
that they were ready to nlp a their arms, and 

6 return 
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return to their allegiance, provided their perfons 


and properties were duly guaranteed ; on which 


conditions, they would endeavour to induce the 
penple of the country to retayn to their allegiance. 
To this propofal general Lake replied, that he could 
not attend to any terms offered by rebels in arms 
againft their fovercign; but, to the deluded multi- 
tude, he promifed pardon, on delivering into his 
hands, their leaders, furrendering their arms, and 
returning with fincerity to their allegiance. 

Variety of ations took place from this 
the clofe of Auguft, in fome of which his majefty’s 
troops experienced partial defeats, and in thefe they 
were in general taken by furprife; but the rebel 
party, were generally routed, with great lofs. Many 
of the leaders of the confpiracy, now delpairing of 
their caufe, confented to make a voluntary confefiion 
of all the circumftances within their knowledge ; and 
it is from their own account, given on oath, that we 
are enabled to flate the rife and progrefs of . this 
horrid rebellion, and the correfpondence carried on 
with France. On condition of a full difclofure of 
what they knew, they were permitted to emigrate to 
fome country to be agreed on between them, and go- 
vernment, giving fecurity never to return to Ireland 
without permiffion of his majefty’s minifters ; and 
thus this formidable rebellion was quelled in a con- 
fiderable degree. 

Much interefting and important information was 
communicated by the priticipal leaders; as it ap- 

from the examinati¢ns of Dr. M‘Nevin, Mr. 
Arthur O'Connor, Mr. Neilfon, counfellor Em. 
met, and many’ other, that an executive direttory 
of the Irifh union va nite at an early period of 
the difcontents, of :vhich lord Edwatd Fitzgerald, 
Dr. M‘Nevin, Arthur O'Connor, and Mr. Emmet, 
were members ; that in the year 1796, lord Edward 
Fitzgerald and Mr. Arthur O’Connor, fet out for 
Paris, in order to negotiate with the executive di- 
reftory of France, for the invafion of Ireland by a 
French force ; but that fearful of a difcovery of their 
intention, they proceeded no farther than the Rhine, 
where they met general Hoche, to whom they com- 
municated the obje& of their miffion; that that 
officer formed arrangements with the executive di- 
reGtory ; that a fleet with general Hoche and a for- 


* The defign of the French in conjunGtion with the 
united Irifhmen will appear evident from the following 
orders figned by general Humbert. 

« LIBERTY. é UALITY.—ARMY OF IRELAND, 

«« At the head-quarters at Caftlehar, 14 F ructidor, the 6th, 
year of the French repablic, one and indivifible. 

« General Humbert, commander in chief of the army of 

Ireland, orders as fallows: 

1. “The government of Connaught thall refde- at 
Cafilebar, till fusther orders, ; 

2, * It thall be compofed of twelve members, to be no- 
minaied bydhe commander in chief ofthe French army, 


period to. th 
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midable army on board, was, in confequence of 
thofe arrangements, fent to Ireland in the month of 
December following ; but not being ex by the 
dire&tory of the union, till the fpring of 1797, the 
people were not prepared to receive the enemy when 
they arrived at Bantry Bay. That Dr. M‘Nevin 
afterwards went to France on a fimilar miffion, and 
fucceeded in obtaining a promife from the dire&tory, 
that another attempt thould be made ; that-a fleet 
was accordingly fitted out in the Texel, and feveral 
oufand men embarhed on board of it, for the pur- 
pofe of invading Ireland; that the troops, after re- 
maining fomé time on hoard, were difembarked ; that 
the fleet, which was under the command of admiral 
De Winter, put to fea without the troops (probably 
for the purpofe of giving battle to the Britith (Qua. 
dron, and with the hope of clearing the way for the 
tranfports to come pea and that the refult was, the 
glorious vi@ory achieved by admiral Duncan on the 
memorable eleventh of O&ober. It appears alfo from 
the report, that the real objec of the union had ail 
along been the accomplifhment of a revolution, and 
the feparation of Ireland from Great Britain; that 
ep reform and catholic emancipation ha 

ufed as mere delufive veils to cover their de- 
figns; that the French dire@ory, between whom and 
the dire&tory of the unioh, a regular correfpondence 
for fome time had been kept up, on being applied to 
fot a loan to enable the promoters of the rebellion to 
effe& the sa eae revolution, refufed to comply 
with the requeft, unlefs they were permitted fo fend 
an army of fufficient force to take pofleflion of the 
country as a conqueft to their arms; and, finally, 
that there was at that moment, an agent from t 
united Irifhmen refiding in Paris, Thefe were the 
leading points of the report of the fecret committee, 
and which left no doubt*of the real defigns of the 
chief a&tors concerned in the rebellion. 

In the month of September, when the faint {parks 
of expiring fedition could hardly be perceived, 
about a thoufand French troops end general Ham- 
bert * landed from three frigates in the Bay of Kil- 
lala, and fucceeded fo far as to take poffetiion of the 
town of that name, and the palace of the vencrable 
bifhop of the diocefe, in which he and his family 
were confined as prifoners: but the French general, 


3. * Citizen John Moore is appointed treater 

4, “ Provifions are required (not for the Irifh and French 
but) for the French and Irifh armies, 

5. * Eight regiments of infantry and four of cavalry 
thal be raifed. 

6. “ The government will declate rebels and traitors 
all thofe who, having received arms or cloathing, fhall not 
jein the army in twenty-four hours, 

7. “ Every individual, from fixteen to forty, is called 
upon to repair to the French camp, to march in a mafy 
againft the Englihh.” 


who 
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who had rifen from the ranks to the dignity of a field 
officer, was obliged to fubmit to the king's troops 
under the command of general Lake, who obtained 
a complete viétory over them in the battle of Ballina- 
muck with a very trifling lofs; while that of the 
enemy muft have been very confiderable, as no lefs 
than twenty-four rineital officers were taken pri- 
foners, and a great number of fubalterns, the whole 
amounting according to the eftimate of their own 
Chef. de Brigade to eight hundred and forty-four. 
The enemy in their retreat before the king’s troops 
were compelled to abandon nine pieces of cannon, 
which they bad taken in former sitions with his ma- 
jefty’s forces. ; 

In the morning of the fixteenth, a French national 
brig called the Anacreon, having on board general 
Rey, and the notorious James Napper Tandy, Chéf 
de Brigade, appeared off the little town and ifland 
of Rutland on the north weft coaft of the county of 
Donegal, a place fo utterly-unnoticed, except for 
its convenience for the elgg ease A as not to be 
defended by-a fingle foldier. When the crew of the 
brig who were principally Irith, made good their 
landing, they folicited information refpefting the 
French army which had landed at Killala, Nothi 
could equal their deje&tion when they were informe 
that the whole French force had been deftroyed, and 
that they had been joined by comparatively very 
few of their Irith rebel friends. The Anacreon was 


* The following are copies of two proclamations which 
they iffued: they are each headed by an harp furmounted 
by the cap of liberty, and bearing the motto Erin go 
Bragh: 

Liserty on Deatu. 


Northern Army of Avengers. * 
Head Quarters, the Firft Year 
of [rith Liberty. 


Unrrep I[rtsuMeEn, 

The foldiers of the great nation have landed on be 
coaft, well fupplied with arms and ammunition of all 
kinds; with artillery worked by'men who have fpread 
icrror amongft the ranks of the bef troops in Europe ; 
headed by French officers, ney come to break your fet- 
tere, and reftore you tothe bleffings of liberty. : 

« James Napper Tandy is at their head. He has fworn 
to lead them on to vidtory or te die. Brave Irifhmen ! the 
friends of liberty have left their native foil to affift you in 
reconquering your tights. They will brave all dangers, 
and glory at the fublime idea of cementing your happinefs 
with their blood. 

«¢ French blood thall not flow in vain: To arms !—Free- 
men, to arms! the trumpet call¥; let not your friends be 
butchered unaffifted ; ifthey are doomed to fall in this 
moft glorious ftruggle, let their death be ufeful to your 
eaufe, and their bodies ferve as foot{teps to the temple of 


Irith liberty. Seer 


‘Tn the name of the French officers and 
Soldiers now on the coaft of Ireland.” 
»§ 
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laden with many ftancs of arms to fupply thofe who 
were willing to join the French army ; but fuch was 
the caution or the terror of the country people, that 
as foon as the French appeared, they retired to the 
mountains, Napper ‘Tandy and his friends were 
now fully convinced that the inhabitants of Rutland 
were not a yt to further their defigns; they 
deemed it moit prudent to reimbark, and thus ended 
this rath, frivolous, and defpicable attempt *. 

Fruftrated in their plans of invafion by the French, 
and defeated in their own efforts to cffeG their re- 
bellious defigns againft their king and country, the 
united Irifhmen now confidered their caufe as truly 
defperate. They, continued, however, to commit 
dcpredations and perpctrate their ufual cruclties ; 
fallying forth occafionally, and tkirmifhing with 
parties of the _king’s troops under a nefarious leader 
of the name of Holt; but being always repulfed in 
their attempts, their conftant refource was to flec to 
the bogs, mountains, and receffes, and thereby ef- 
cape the barney of their purfuers. But all their 
hopes were dafhed at length, by the defeat and cap- 
ture of a French fleet, by fir John Borlafe Warren, 
which had failed from Breft, with a formidable ar- 
mament for the purpofc of a more powerful invafion 
than had been previww{ly attempted ; and which, had 
a landing been effeéted, would probably have revived 
a rebellion, that we are happy to pronounce proved. 
to be its total crufh and fal ovest row. 


Lisgaty ok Deatnu! 


Northern Army Qf-zieengers. 
Head Quarters, the Firft Year 
of Irifh Kaberty. 


Grn, J-N. Tandy to kis Countaymen, 


** United Irifhmen, 

« What do I hear? The Britifh government have dared. 
to {peak of conceffions? Would you accept of them? 

«Can you think of entermg into a treaty witha Britifh 
minifter ; a minifter too, who has left you at the mercy 
of an Englith foldiery, who has laid your cities wafte, and 
maflacred inhumanly your beft citizens—a minifter, the 
bane of fociety, and the fcourge of mankind. Behold, 
Irifhamen .. . he holds in his hand the olive of peace ; be 
aware, his other hand lie. concealed, armed with a poni- 
ard, No, Irithmen, no—you fhall not be the dupes of his 
bafe intrigues. Unable to fubdue your courage, he at- 
tempts to feduce you ; let his efforts be vain. 

“ Horrid crimes have been perpetrated in your coun- 
try. Your friends have fallen a facrifice to their devotion 
for your caufe. Their fhadows are around you, and call 
aloud for vengeance. 

* Ft is your duty to avenge their death. It is your duty 
to ftrike on their blood-cemented thrones the mu:dereis 
of your friends, 

* Liften to no propofals, Infiymen, wage a war of ex. 
termination againg ad ay pall the war of liberty 
againft tyranny, and liberty Shall triumph ! 

“J, N. TANDY.” 
The 
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The hoftile armament of the French was compofed 
of a {hip of the line and eight frigates, with a military 
force, and a great quantity of flores. Sir John fuc- 
cefsfully engaged and captured the principal thip 
and fix frigates, Wolfe Toye, one of the eftabhithers 
of the feditious fociety, being taken with the French, 
was conviGted and tried by a court martial, and fen. 
tenced to die the death of a felon, an ignominy 
which he thought proper to avoid by being his own 
executioner. 

Holland was now completely revolutidnized, the 
rinciples of the new conititution, accordiag to late 
ecrees, were to be the abolition of the refpeaive 

fovereienty of the provinces, and of the feudal {yi- 
tem; tac exclufion of the Orange party, and tic 
enemies of the fovereignty of the people, from the 
right of voting for ten years after the acceptance of 
the conftitution ; a plan of a new fy ftem of finance, 
founded on the relative abilitic, of individuals ; the 
ebolition of provincial quotas ; the feparation of the 
legiflative, executive, and judicial powers ; an an- 
nual refponfibilty for the public expenditure ; a 
fixie alliance with the French republic, &c. 

The Batavian conftituent afiemblv eftablifhed its 
new government on a varicty of conftitutional bates : 
the laft and moft important ofaehich was, ‘ That 
there fhall be a ftrict union etween the French and 
the Batavian republics, in fuch a manner, that the 
latter, though cdnfidered $s completely free, can en- 
tertain no. political or eum conneétion with 
the encinies of France ; aéd that, in future, the two 
republics fhall confider thaufe of cithcr as a com- 
mon caufe.” 

It appeared by authentic accounts, about this pe- 
riod, that the in Switzerland’ might be confi- 
dered as terminated. The great cantons, Berne, 
Zuric, Bafle, kribourg, and Soileure, having been 
forced to yield, the leffer were following their ex- 
ample. Uri, Lucerne, Schaffhaufen, Underwalden, 
Glarus, and the town of Winterther, had now de- 
clared in favour of the French fyftem of liberty and 
equality. Lucerne, which feemed the moft refolute 
in oppofition, feeing itfelf deferted by the other 
cantons, would make no further attempts to refift 
the French, but merely guard its own frontiers. The 
lofs of the Swifs, in the late different engagements, 
was eftimated at feven thoufand, among whom were 
about four hundred women. The Swils fought with 
a bravery worthy of their anceftors: many of them 
refufed to accept quarter. The whole of the Swifs 
cantons had now indeed declared, that they were 
willing to accept the plan of a conftitution prepared 
for them at Paris. 

The French purfued their revolutionary fyfiem in 
the fame manncr in Italy. Early in the month of 
February, the Pope left Rome with an efcort fuitable 
to his age and dignity, and proceeded from thence 
to Florence, where he took up a temporary rcfi- 
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denee, On the fifteenth, the people repaired in 
graat crowds, to the place Campo Varino. There 
they proclaiincd their liberty with fhouts, that the 
Roman republic was refufcitated by an a& figned by 
feveral thoufands of the citizens. The tree of li- 
berty was afterwards planted befare the capitol, and 
in fercrat of the public places. Bnt this afterwards. 
appeared to be rather the effeét. of the phrenzy of 
the moment, than a deliberate a& founded on a ra- 
tional conviGian of its propriety. a 

On the fourth of May, general Bonaparte fet out 
from Paris; and on the nineteenth, embarked at 
Toulon, on beard admiral Bruey’s fhip l’Orient, 
(formerly the Sans,Culottes), a three-decker. ‘The 
flect fet fail with a favourable wind, ‘The tranfport:, 
with the infantry and cavalry, got under weigh at 
day-break, with cight frigates. ‘I'his formidable ar- 
mament, which was intended for the invafion of 
Kgvpt, confitted of fifteen thips of the line and 
eighteen frigates. The tranfports, to the number of 
four hundred, were of Herries. An immenfe num. 
ber of infantry, with artillery, vafi quantities of 
mortars, howitzers, furnaces, bombs, grape and can- 
nifter-fhot, and other ammunition, were put on 
board. Men of letters, altronomers, geontetricians, 
and artifts of every fort, alfo embarked. The con- 
voy from Genoa confifted of thirty-eiglt fail, with 
ten thoufand men on board. Kleber, Berthier, aud 
other generals, had alfo embarked. 

The. general in chief, Bonaparte, harangued the 
officers and foldiery, previous to their embarkation, 
in the following {pirited terms: Soldiers! you 
‘* form one of the wings of the army of England ; 
** you have braved the petils of war 0 mountains, 
“on plains, amd in fieges. There now only re- 
** mains a naval war, in which you are equally to 
*¢ fignalize yourfelves. The Roman legions, whom 
‘© you have fometimes imitated, but whom yon 
‘¢ have not yet cqualled, alternately fought Car- 
‘¢ thage on this fame fea; and, on the plains of 
‘Zama, vitory never deferted them, becaufe they 
‘* uniformly evinced themfelves courageous, paticnt 
<< of fatigue, difciplined, and united among them- 

felves,—-Soldiers! Europe has its eyes fixed on 
“© you. You have a high | deffiny to fulfil, battles 
‘* to engage in, dangers to brave, fatigues to en- 
‘¢ counter. You ‘will perform more than you have 
“ hitherto done for the profperity of the country, 
“¢ for the happinefs of ae and for your own 
‘ ioe a dicrs, failors, infantry, cavalry, artil- 
“ lery! be firm and united ; aed dq not forget that 
“ in the day of battle, you will fland in need.of each 
‘ others help. Military feamen (/aldats mateiots ) 
“ you have hitherto beon negle&ted; but at prefent 
“¢ the republic has nothing more anxioufly a Iteart 
“* than Psa welfare. You will, no doubt, thew 
‘¢ yourfelves worthy of the army of which you form 
“ part. The Genius of Liberty, which rendored 
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the republic; from ies’ very birth, “the arbitrefs of 
+ Europe, istends alfp ty make it the arbitreds of 
** the feas, and of the moit diftant countries !”. 

The fleet atriving at Malta on the ninth of June, 
a requeft was made by the French a peer for water, 
which was refafed by the grand-matier, who de- 
clared irogivally, he could admit but two thips 
into the port. Qn the tenth, the French were 
oi, fhore early 1n the morning, and Malta wie in- 
seftcd, and the town-cannonade:! in all quarters, The 
befieged made‘s,fally, in. which general Marmont, 
at the head of the nineteenth brigade, took the ftand- 
ard of the order. On the eleventh, the knights 
furrentleyed the town and port, as well as their 
property in the ifland, to the French senublic, 
The vigtors.fqund at Malta two veflels, one tngate, 
four gailies, twelve hundred pieces of cannen, and 
forty thonland mutkets, 

After the French fleet had quitted Malta, no in- 
tclligence was receivéd concerning it, till the thirty- 
dirt of Auguft, when a letter arrived at the Katt 
dndia Houte, from Mr. Tooke, the company’s agent 
at Conftantinople, dated July the twenty-third ; {tat- 
ing from the. of the captain of the port of 
Alexandria *, who had efecaped from thence to 
Cyprus, frow,whence he orwarded a i rab 
to Conftantingple, that Bonaparte actually difem- 
barked at Alexandria, on os about the eighth of Jyly, 
from fiftedn to twenty thoufand men. Bonaparte's 
fleet, thips of war, and tranfports, were ftated to be 
near three hundred fail, 

The French dire&tory, flufhed with fuccefy, had 
meditated a chimerical plan of extending their arms 
to the wilds of Arabia, fubjugating Egypt, and, as 
many conjectured, of purfuing their paflage to Hin- 
doftan, in the Eaft Indies, where they mndulged a 


* The fandy fore at Alexandria being almoft level 
with the fea, nothing of the beach is feen till you are 
almoft in the harbour, which is very precarious, being 
little theltered, and very sepky ; the bottom is fo much fo, 
as to make it neceflary to under-run every cable, and to 
«moor oppofite the caftle with four cab'es, two a-head, two 
a-itern, lafhed to others as far as four anchors are carried, 
and a buoy of fome fort to each lathing. Thus every 
cable cro ng ecb, form quite a net, and would 
employ one thip'y's y two days at leaft to anchor; 
but it is a rule te fend from the thips in harbour as many 
men as can be fj elif the veffel coming in. It is 
fo expofed, and thepajs fometimes fo much {well, as to 
caufe great confirliokand d{ftrefs, No boats can coma 
off . moron fe nor do S hs dete they 
thould, as they wilh'ta feq your velfel loft, in expectation 
of arate? tah 9 vety little provifion to be had of 
any kind; wator-is fp niyo ate‘ obliged to pur- 
chafe it at a dear rate, urks, if you are not at. 
tentive, will put in falt water to inereafe the profits, 

+ The following ji4.& qopy of the memoral: “ The 
Porte, as al] Eutoge £Qows, has long continued at peace 
with Fiance, ang,on terms of the ftriételi amity and good 
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vain expeGation of ranfacking all the territories of 
the Eaghth company, and returung home with an 
enormons addition to that plunder, which they had 
already arpailed by the {poils of ever) place they had 
feized on by force of arms, 

Jo con ce of the landing of the French 
bt i thos Porte, enraged at the infolent 

uct of thewiveRory, iffued a memorul, which 
was delivered to all the foreign, muniftersy. The 
memorial wag followed by a declaration on the part 
of the Porte againft the French, and an imperial 
decree was iffyed for apo the moft vigorpus 
mealures to attuek them by fea and lynd. 

An expedition was uvdertakeg in the fpring, to 
annoy the pofiefiers of the Nethetlands, When 
planned in the Butith cabinet, it was entrufted to 
captain Popham of the royal navy, and major. 
general Eyre Coote, as commander in chief of the 
military, who, in conjunGion, bad it in charge to 
repair with a fquadron of hips and a fele& number 
of traops, to Oftend, in order to deftroy the gates 
and fly:ces of the canal of Bruges, by which means 
their communication with the Netherlands would be 
very materially obftru&ed. The fquadron reached 
Qftend on the morning of the nineteenth, and through 
the judicious management of captain Popham, and 
the exertions of the officers and feamen under his 
command, the greatelt part of the troops were 
{pecdily difembarked, the fluicés were completely 

eftroved, and the object of the expedition thereby 
attained, with the lofs of only five men killed and 
wounded, The comlvbyder in chief then fent a 
fummons to the town of Oltend, to furrender, and 
received for anfwer from the Lirench commandant, 
that it was the unanimous refolution of the council 
of war fitting on the occafion, uot to furrende 


underftanding; which good underftanding it has done 
every thing in its power to maintain. With the atmoft 
furprife, therefore, has itfeen the Turkith territories ab- 
tuptly, and in a moft extraordinary manner, attached by 
the French arms. 

« A man of the name of Bonaparte, giving himfelf ow, 
to be a French general, has made war on the furkith pro 
evince of Egypt. It is impoffible for the Porte to believe 
that fuch a praceeding, fo contrary to the rights of all 
nations, can ever be countenanced, much icf, command. 
ed, by the French executive dircGtory. A confiderable 
force has, however, been feut to Egypt, to Sup the pro- 
gtefs of the invaders, 

«€ Some of the emilfaries of ie ey have pretended 
to perfuade the pedple of Egypt, that they have bern 
fent by Mahomet to give them perfec liherty and hap- 
pinefs, and render their religion the fovereign religion 
on earth; but the people have, anfwoied, that Mahunet 
euthorifes ap inpiftice ; and that they can place no tuith 
in fuch promifes from th have denied their Gat, 
and renounced thelr b 
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the place till they were buried under its ruins. The 
Britith troops, on their return tothe beach the next 
day, found, that from an increafe of wind and furf, 
their communication with the fleet was nearly cut off, 
and that it was impoflible to re-imbark the troops. 
Thus periloufly fituated, every effort was made for 
annoying the enemy in their approach to an attack. 
About four in the morning, two ftrong columns of 
the enemy advanced on their front, with feveral 
éther columns on their flanks. A fevere confli& was 
maintained for two hours, till the Britifh troops, be- 
ing overpowered by numbers, their left right 
flanks were completely turned; and, at the moment 
that general Coote hat! put himfelf at the head of the 
eleventh regiment, toregain the advantageousground 
from which they had retreated; at that very critical 
period, he received a very fevere wound in his thigh, 
and being unable to proceed, he fent for major- 
general Burrard, who finding that the front of the 
army was broken, and the flanks completely turned, 
while the enemy was pouring down upon them on 
all fides, and feveral valuable officers, and many of 
the beft men were killed and wounded, he dioaght it 
prudent to furrender; for had the Britifh troops 
sige but a fhort time longer in the confli&, their 

te would have been decided by the bayonet. In 
this aétion feveral officcrs of rank were wounded ; 
two of them mortally, colonel Campbell of the 
guards, and captain Walker, who commanded the 
royal artillery. About thirty privates, and twelve 
feamen, (including petty officers) were killed, and 
fifty wounded. The nwzber of thofe who furren- 
dered prifoners of wat, including officers, amounted 
to upwards of eleven Jndred 

But the lofs faftained in this expedition, was 
emply compeniated by the conquefts and captures 
made, through the vigilance and a&ivity of our 
naval commanders, and the valour and intrepidit 
of our gallant tars, in all quarters, Every day al: 
moft for fucceflive months brought intelligence of 
their exertions in annoying the enemy ; leffening the 
number of their fhips, both of war and merchan- 
dize ; in fhort, the Bricith navy may be faid, in the 
trueft fenfe of the phrafe, to have maintained the 
empire of the feas, while one grand achievement at 
length crowned the whole. After receiving intel- 
peas of the conquelt ef Malta, and the departure 
of the French fleet from that ifland, a fquadron was 
difpatched in purfuit of them, by admiral lord St. 
Vincent, from his fleet,-eatler the command, of rear- 
admiral fir Horatio Nelfon, an offcer of approved 

ur and experience. A long time elapfed before 

he fell in with them; and, in the interval, the public 
mind was wniverfally agitated; for the refult of an 
expedition fo highly issppxtant to the amterefis of 
Great Britain. 

After a long fearch for the fleet of the republic, 
he at laft difcovered it in the Bay of Aboukir, near 
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the mouth of the Nile. He infantly dire&ed his 
courfe towards them, and found them at anchor, in 
a line extending from N. W.toS.E. They were 
ai fingle anchor, with {prings on their cables, and 
riding head to wind, which was from the north-weff. 
To approach them, it was neceflary to fail round an 
ifland, and a reef which projeGted from it, to the 
diftance of feveral miles from the point on which the 
{mall fort of Aboukir flands. The wind was ‘per- 
feGtly fair both for this, and for approaching the fleet ; 
but, unfortunately, in rounding the reef, the Cul- 
loden, the leading thip, commanded by the gallant 
Trowbridge, ran aground, and could not take a 
part in the a@ion. After this accident, Nelfon had 
only ten fhips (three having fallen -feveral bea tai 
aftern) to fight thirteen of the enemy, and fe of 
thefe of fuperior force to any of his. 

The ifland alfo, fortified with two mortars, and 
fome heavy guns, was to be pafied within gun-fhot 3 
but he determined on an mmmediate affault, and 
made the fignal to attack the van and centre of the 
enemy. It was nearly fix in the evening when he 
clofed with them. About half the number of his 
{hips got between the enemy and the fhore, either 
by cutting through their line, or by failing round 
the head of it, and'the reft attacked on the outfide. 
All dropped their anchors, fo as to place themfelves. 
oppofite and clofe to their opponents; and one of 
the fhips, in paffing, deftroyed the carved work of 
the enemy’s ftern. By this difpofition, fome of the 
enemy were doubled on, and all that were enga 
on the land fide were taken unprepared ; the Zealous 
fired three broadfides before a gun was returned from 
that fide. 

The enemy began their efforts as foon as our fhips 
came within thot. The Zealous difmafted the Guer- 
rier, (headmoft fhip of the enemy’s line) in three 
broadfides, and fhe was campletely beaten in five 
minutes. Their fix headmoft {hips were taken pof- 
feffion of the firft night ‘(remaining ftill at anchor), 
and L’Orient blew up, when the awe of the cx- 
plofion produced a cefiation of firing ; but the con- 
Hi& was {peedily renewed. On the next mornitig, 
at day-light, the aG&ion recommenced, and other 
thips were taken or deftroyed; for did the buttle 
terminate till the forenoon of the third day, (Auguft, 
the third), when the enemy’s rear was compelled 
either to-furrender or run. Two fhips of the line, 
and two irigates, by their being lefs difabled imtheir 
mafts and rigging than our fhips, ss re though 
they were purfued. All the captured fhips were 
difmafted. The Timoleon fhared the fate of 
L’Orient; and thofe of her crew who fwam to the 
fhore,, were faid to be maffacred by the Arabs., Tho 
advantages held out to Nelfon by the French ad. 
tiral {reat indeed. If he could not have made 
fach a-difpotition of his fleet‘at aachor, a8 to com+ 
mand-the bay of Aboukir, he fhould have got Pas 
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ficet under fail, that fhip might have had a 
chance of coming into sftion. As it was fiationed, 
his line was fo difpofed as to fie in the direGtion of the 
wind, whilft Nelion had the option of attacking the 
line to the windward ; and, of courfe, of throwing 
out of the aGtion oli the leeward hips, which, being 
tied down at anchor by their faulty difpofition, 
could not repair to the affiftance of thofe which were 
attacked; in confequence of which, the different 
parts of their line were beaten in fucceffion; and 
on this matter fhe decifive nature of the vittery 
turned. 

In this aétion, feven fhips of feventy-four guns 
eacli, were taken ; one of eighty, and one of feventy- 
four were burned, befides a frigate of thirty-fix 
guns, and another of the fame force, that was funk. 
One fhip of eighty guns, one of feventy-four, 
one forty-eight, and one of forty-four guns ef- 


caped, 

The French began with great gallantry ; their ad- 
miral and commander in chief Brueves, was killed 
by a cannon-ball; many officers of rank fell, and 
the general flaughter muft have been immenfe, 
from the fhattered ftate of all the fhips that were 
engaged, Admiral Nelfon was wounded on the head, 
and obliged to be carried off the deck ; but the fer- 
vice fuffered no lofs by the event, through the {kill 
and intrepidity of captain Berry, the admiral’s oap- 
tain. The number of killed and wounded on board 


* The following is the gallant admiral’s difpatch, pub- 


blifhed in the London Gazette, the twenty-fecond af 


October following, on this glorious event; which, from 
the modefty in which it is couched, and the perfpicuous 
brevity in the relation, we prefent to our readers in its 
original ftate. The difpatch was addreffed to lord St. 
Vincent, and dated Vanguard, mouth of the Nile, Augutt 
the third. 

“ My Lord, 

« Almighty God has bleffed his majefty’s arms in the 
“fate battle, by a great victory over the fleet of the 
enemy, whom I attacked at fun-fet on the firft of 
“ Auguit, off the mouth of the Nile. , The enemy were 
“ moored in a ftrong line of battle, for defending the 
‘¢ entrance of the pay (of Shoals) flanked by numerous 
«« gun boats, four frigates, and a battery of guns and 
mortars, on an ifland in their van; but nothing could 
« withitand the fquadron your lordfhip did me the ho- 
“ nour to place under my command. Their high ftate 
*¢ of difcipline is well known to you; aud with the 
‘* judgment of the captains, together with their valour, 
‘¢ and that of the officers and men of every defcription, 
“ it was abfolutely irrefiftible. Could any ns from 
‘* my pen add to the charaters of the captains, [would 
“ write it with pleafure, but that is impoffible. I have 
to regret the tofs of captain Weftcott, of the Majeflie, 
* who was killed during the aflion; but the flip con- 
tinued to be fo well fought, by her firft lieutenant, Mr. 
* Cuthbert, that I have given Aim an order to comniand 
‘¢ her till your lordfhip’s pleafure is known. The thips 
“ of the enemy, all but their two rear fhips, are nearly 
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the Britifh fleet, was, according to the return, to 
the following amount—killed, fixteen officers, onc 
hundred and fifty-fix feamen, forty-fix marines ; 
wounded, thirty-feven officers, five hundred and 
fixty-two feamen, feventy-eight marines: Total, 
eight, hundred and ninety-five. ‘The killed and 
wounded republicans are fuppofed to have been at 
leaft four thoufand five andes in number. Thev 
alfo loft their admiral, while the vigtors lamented the 
death of captain Weftcott. 

This triumph diffufed over the world, the renown 
of Nelfon, and crowned the tars of Britain with 
wreaths of immortal fame. The exertions of the 
gallant admiral, and the intrepid combatants who 
manned his fleet, furnifhed a lafting topic of conver- 
fation. ; 

This vitery was the moft fplendid and decifive of 
a feries, in which, in the courfe of five years, fuch a 
number of French fhips of the line were taken, as 
wore alone fufficient to form a confiderable navy ; 
and had reduced the maritime power of France, 
from being the fecond in Europe, below that of 
Ruffia, and to a level with that of Sweden. It fraf- 
trated all attempts of invafion, and fully defeated the 
chimerical projet of the direétory of France con. 
cerning Egypt. The gallant admiral obtained the re- 
ward he fo juftly merited in a peerage and penfion, 
and his name will be tranfmitted with honour to pof- 
terity *. - 

To. 


“ difmafted; and thofe’ (two, with two of their frigates, 
© Lam forry to fay, made their efcape; nor was it, I 
* affure you, in my power to prevent them. Captain 
* Hood moft handfomelyendeavéured to doit; but | had 
‘no thipin a condition to fupport the Zcalous, and I 
"* was obliged to call herin. ‘The fupport and affiflance 

I have received from captain Berry, cannot be fuffi- 
ciently exprefled. I was wounded im the head, and 
obliged to be carried off the deck; but the fervice 
fuffered no lofs by that event. Captain Berry was 
fully equal to the important fervice then going on; 
and to him I muft beg leave to refer you for every in- 
formation relative to thi: viétory. He will prefent 
you with the flag of the fecond in command, that of 
the commander in cniet being burnt m L’Orsient.” 

A meffage was fent to parliament by his myefty, inti- 
mating that he had granted a penfion of 2000J. per ana 
nium to lord Nelfon, and to his two next heirs, in confi. 
deration of the eminent fervices uf his lordthip; which 
grant they refolved to eftablith, 

We cannot fupprefs our inclination of communicating 
to the public, the particulars of the polite attention fhewn 
by the king of Naples to admiral Nelfon, His majefty’s 
fhip the Culloden, captain Trowbridge, the Alexander, 
captain Ball, and the figate Bon Citoyenne, came into 
the port of Naples, on the eighteeath of September. 
His Sicilian majefty went aut in his boat into the hay to 
meet them, a3 did numerous Englifh and Neaputitan 
boats. The fhips gave the royal falute to his majelty, 
Admiral fir Horatio Nelfon, in the Varguard, acc »mpa- 
nied by the Thalia frigate, did not make his appearance 

in 
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To complete the fnecefs of the ‘year, the fortrefs 
of Cittadella, and the ifland of Minorca. {urrendered 
by capitulation on the filteeuth of Novem! er, to ge- 
veral Stuart and commodore Dackworth. ‘This im- 
portant event was accomplithed without the lofs of 
afingle man; the Spuniards on the land, though 
they had a great fuperiority ‘of force, not chooling to 
make hardly any refiftanee. There were found in the 
fortreis immenfe quanties of ammunition and {tores, 

On the morning of the ninth of February *, the 
lord mavor, attended by a numerous body of re- 
{pectable merehants and bankers, appeared upon a 
temporary huftings, erected in the Royal Exchange, 
for the purpote of promoting the voluntary contri- 
butions recommended for the fervice pf the country. 
The arca of the Exchange was crouded with the 
moti refpeétable merchants and traders ef London, 
to the number of many hundreds. The lord mayor, 
in a concite fpecch, having itate 1 the obje& of the 
inceting, Mr. Bofanquet obferved, that they were 
now called upon, in a critis of danger and ditlicultv, 
to dtep forward in defence of their country. ‘The 
merchants of London, he declared, would ever fup- 
port the high charaéter for patriotifm and liberality, 
which they had: fo fucceisfully eftablifhed ; and he 
hoped that the prefent fub.ctiption would not only 
aid the public fervice ina verw material degree, but, 
asa proof of the general fécling and fentiments of 
the country, would be univerfal. Mr. Bofanquet 


-conchuded his {fpeech with propofing feveral refolu- 


. 


tions, itating the neceflity of the fubicription, from ; 


the conduét of the enemy; and propofing that , 


books fhould be opened at the Exchange for fub- | 
jcriptions, to be afterwards forwarded to the bank of | 
Fugland; recommending, at the fame time, ‘to all | 


in the bay till the twenty fecond, having been becalmed 
off Sicily. The king of Nay-le. not only went off to meet 
the admiral, but inftantly went on board the Vanguard, 
and contit ued on board till that vediel was at anchor in 
the port. ‘The royal falute was given by all the hinz’s 
ship», both on bis Sicilian myyefty’s ecrival on bsard the 
Vanguard, and on his leaving the fhip. The day being 
remarkably fine, a great number of boats, with colours 
and mufic, attenled the Vanguard, and all the thore. and 
wharfs of Naples were crouded with a multitude of re- 
joicing people ; and when the admiral came on fhore, 
the Nespulitans reccived him with unbounded applaufe. 

Hi. majefty’s thip the Leander, of fifty guns, captain 
Thompfon, on her voyage from the Nile, with difpatches 
from lord Nelfon, nobly contended with the Généreux 
French man of war, of feventy-four guns, one of the 
fips hich efcaped from the battle of Aboukir, but, after 
a jong and fpirited refiftance, was compelled to furrender 
to the enemy. The lofs of the Leander, in this ation, 
was three ofheers, twenty-four feimen, one fetjeant, and 
feyen marines, killed; feven officers, forty-one feamen, 
and ning marines, wounded: that of the Genereux wa, 
one hundred men killed, and one hundred and eighteen 
wounded, © * A.D. 1798, 
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bodies corporate, mayors, and chief officers of cities 
and towns in the kingdom, to call meetings, and 
promote fubfcriptions in their refpe&ive diftrias. 
The refolutions were unanimoufly agreéd to, ac- 
companied by the loudeft plaudits. The thanks of 
the meeting were then retyrned to the lord mayor, 
and books were immediately opened, to which great 
numbers appeared crowding to be among the fore- 
modt of the {ubferibers. 

At the diflolution of the meeting, four fcparate 
books were opened on the huitings} and, at the clofe 
of the day, the exaé& fum fubferibed in cath, was 
forty-fix thoufand tive hundred and. thirty-four 

unds fourteen fhillings and fix-pence. (1 he num- 

er of fubicribers was two hundred and fixtecn, and. 


the fubfcriptions from one guinea to three thoufand 


aber which laft fum was the donation of the 
ioufe of Boyd, Benfield, and Co. with the promife 
of continuing it annually during the war. Several 
other fubferiptions were alfo fet down as annual, an.l 
the whole confifted of free gifts, without any refe. 
rence to a compotition in lien of taxes. 

InteHigence arrived about this time, from admiral 
Jord Bridport, that l’Hercule of feventy-four gun., 
a French {hip, was taken by the Mars, though t'w 
captain of the latter, wno carried his fhip nobly 
into battle, glorionfly fell in the conteft. Liente- 
naat Butterheld fuceecded to the command of ’Her- 
cule, and captain James George Shirley, was ap- 
pointed to the temporary commainl of the Mars. 
L’Hercule contained feven hundred men, Beticdes 
captain Hood, captain White of the marines was 
killed, and licutenant Argles feverely wounded. We 
had about thirty killed, and as many wounded, molt 
of them dangeronfly p. 


+ On the’ fixteenth of Oftober, 1798, the committce 
appointed to contider the beft manner of difpofing of the 
{word which had been prefented to the court by admiral 
lord Nelion, reported the following refolution, whic 
was agreed (o unanimoufly: that the fword delivered to 
our gallant hero, lord Nelfon, by the French admiral M, 
Blanquet, be put up in the moft confpicuous place in the 
common council chamber, with the following infeription 
engraved on a marble tablet :-— The {word of montieur 
“ Blanquet, the commanding French Sdmiral, in the glo- 
‘rious engagement off the Nile, on the firft of Auguit, 
1798, prefented to the court by the 1ight honouzable 
 rear-admiral Nelfon.” The lord mayor was requefted 
to communicate to lord Nelfon, the high fenfe which the 
court entertained of the invaluable prefent of this {word, 
The thanks of the court, and a fword of the value of two 
hundred guineas, were ordered to be prefented to lord 
Nelfon ; and the lord mayor requefted to order the fam, 
and to prefgot it to the victoriays admiral, The thanks of 
the court were alfo ordered to be given to captain Berry, 
and the captains, officers, and feamen, for their important 
fervices; and it was alfo refolved, that the freedom fhould 
be prefented to captain Berry, in a gold box of the value 
of ane hundred guineas. 
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Early in of the twenty-fixth of 
March*, the French met e an attack on the Aafirran 
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fore the ex ft errael of the bette but were repulfed 
with confiderable lof at both phices, The Auftnans 
had repel Misi and mem killed and wounded. 
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two thoufand, matke two thou rifoners, took 
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is capital, = ee, 
Tippee Se Killed in fed fe the a ee carl of Mox- 
nington (fince created matquis Wellefley ) had made 
dxfpofitions for counteracting the views of Tippoo ; 
the fultan having received a firall force fiom the 
Mauritius, and expeéted farther aflftance fo: an, at- 
tack of the Englith. Eightecn thoufand effective 
men, of whom twelve oufand were natives of 
Indm, marched from the Coromandel couft, under 
the es of Ireutenant-general Harris; and, 
—_ pie y eek junéion with the troops of the Nizam, fe- 
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inconfiderable forts on the frontieis of 
ent of the court, on Mr. Par roprigtor 
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Maiffour. Tippoo, about the fame time, attacked 
at Sidafr, a brigade of the army which had been 
furnithed by the governor of Bombay, and was eo 
manded by lieutenan “~} Mote 
withftanding the great ie 
in point of number, | 4, 

which far exceeded that gf their aut hey + 


engagement ee vi fanguinary, “Lei 
the defeat of #he Maiffoorians. On the apy 
general Harrig to Seyingapatam, 
contcft ogcurred to his army. He then c__.__-.-- 
the fiege of the town, and his enterprize was zZba- 
loufly promgted by the Bombay forces. 

The fultan neither Sprebaras oie brgpies of his 
encmics, or interccpte iy Tu rovidions 5 
an inattention wlich enabled then to cary on ‘thei¢ 
operations with vigour and alacrity. Serjeant 
Graham led the forlorn hope with a cheerful coun- 
tenance, but he received a fhot through the head 
while he was fixing the colonr-dtaff on the breach, 
‘The alarm attending this circumfance, having roufed 
the fultan, he haftened along the rampart, and faw 
himfelf purfued by the gtenadiers who had rulhed 
through the breach. He endeavoored to yally the: 
fugitives, and to check the intruders; but yaithout 
fuccefs, though he impeded their fs for a time. 
Retiring to the gatc of the inner fort, the fultan re- 
ceived feveral wounds, and while he was aiming a 
blow at a foldier who was feizing his fward-belt, 2 
ball ftruck him on the temple, and put a periad to 
his hfe. Thé garrifon no longer ; and the 
viGorious officers eagerly the violence of 
their men. The ‘moft rigid difetpline could not pre- 
vent irregular a&s of depredatton; but the riches 
of the palace were referved for regular difiribu- 
tion. 

A quadruple divifion of the country was refolved 
on: the Eaft India company obtained additional ter- 
riturv by this cenquett ; otis parts were allotted to 
the Nizam and the Mahrattas; and the remaining 
portion of the tyrant’s dominions was beftowed on 2 


prince of that family which had becn deprived. of | 


its powcr, by Hyder’s ufurpation. By this fuccefs- 
tul enterprize, the Britifh power in the eaft was efta- 
blithed apon a permanent foundation. 

An \pedition was about this time fitted out in 
the Wet: Indies, under the command of lieutenant- 
gencral Tiigge, and vice-admiral lord Hugh Sey- 
amour, confiiting of two fhips of the line, five fri- 
gates, and feveral teanfports: it arrived on the fix- 
teenth of Augalt, off the mouth of theriver Surinam ; 
when the fort New Amfterdam, and the town of Pa- 
ramaribo, the capital of the Dutch colony of Su- 
rinain, furrendered by capitulation to the Britith 
commanders without attempting any refiftance. 

But the principal military operation undertaken 
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by Great Britein, in this year, was the expedition 


fitted ont to refcue the United Provinogsfrom French 
a long courte of preparation, and 2 


__ afioned by andavosrablesveather, a 
‘glace on the coait wf North Holland. 
My pena ie 





ho w 


Cc 


in the night, 
leaving our troops @ ¢ train of artillery. 
A ne jne was alfoj , and thirteen 


Ships of war, with three lhdlamety ‘were taken with- 
reBiBance. : 


out , 
Afver making judisiouxarrgngements, vicé-admiral 
Samed: yy ftand down into the Texcl, 
and offered Battle 40° the Deustch Aact lying there ; 
the whole pf which, confifling of-tweive thips of 
war, forendenid to the Brit smi, the Butch 
failors to aud compelling their officers 
to give ap th hips fer he vin of the rince of 
‘ef the twelve fhips mounted from 

fifty-four te foyenty-four guns. 

The Holfanders, however, were adver{é to the re- 
pa arm the Stadtholder ; few of them fubmitted 
to the intruders, the majority threatening a ftrenuous 
oppofition, For feveral days, the invading troops 


could find no fhelter bat bydi trenches in t 

fand; thou after#ards obtained more com- 
fortable quarters. While they were waiting for 
reinforcements were vi fly attacked by 
shout twelve thou men; but the Englith de- 


fended themfelves fo refolutely, that eight hundred 
of the affailants were killed or vavancied. while only 
four hundred fuffered on the part of the opponents. 
The guards acquired great bonottr in this engage- 
ment 


The dake of York now arrived in Folland with 
three brigades, and took the command of the army: 
a Ruflien army alfo difembarked. The allied hott 


now amounting to thirty-five thoufand men, the 


' tion, 


duke and general d'Herman were eager for an ac- 
The RufGacs began with ercat impctuofity, 
making great lavoc, and pufhing forward to Bergen: 
poplar cages penetrated to Hoorn; and the 
other swo ns were fucesisful in their attacks. 
But the esthnefs of the Ruffians expofed them.to un- 

danger, and. obliged the whole force to 
rewest. About two thoufand ofthe enemy were 
killed’ or wounded, and three thoufand taken pri- 
foners. ds of one thepfand Britith foldiers 
were killéd, wounded, or captured; and of tho, 
Rinflians about two theufand. 

In another conteft, the army moved to the attack 
in four columns, under Abercrombie, d'Effén, Dun- 
das, and »Pultency. The hoftile force confifted of 
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twenty-five thoufand, iscluding French and Dutch ; 
the former were commanded by general Brune, and 
the latter by Daendels. The main body of tho firlt 
columa were not much-oppofed in the ¢arly part of 
the day; but, when fir, Ralph approached I'gmont, 
he met with violent oppofftion from a ftrong corps 
of French infantry, aided by a body of cavalry, and 
a train of artillery upon .the beach. A {mart con- 
Hié togk place in the vicinity of Bergen: the bri- 

adesof major-general-Coote, and the carl of Chat- 
iam, charged the egemy in flank and rear, and oc- 
cafioned a confufed yetrgat. 

(At,iength tha cavalry were baffled in an attack 
upon the, Britifh horfe-artillery, and were gallantly 
driven towards ‘Egmont, by lerd Paget, with confi- 
derable lofs. Night terminated the engagement, 
and the troops refted upon their arms. At day- 
break, the Englith and Ruffians were enabled to take 
feveral pofts, ip confequence of the retreat of the 
enemy. The number of hilled and wounded of the 
Britith combatants, amounted to one thoufand three 
hundred and fifty: other accounts fay, one thoufand 
five hundred and fifty. Six hundred Ruffians were 
killed or captured ; hut, the lofs of the French and 
Dutch greatly excecded this calculation. 

The Ruffians had a confiderable ‘fhare in a confli& 
which happened on the fixth of O&ober: they were fo 
’ ieoony refifted by the enemy, that fir Ralph Aber- 
crombic found it neceflary to advance with a ftrong 
body to their relief. The a&ion, from that moment, 
becaine general along the line, from Limnsen to the 
fea; but the invaders were left mafters of the ficld. 
Of the Ruffians, about three hundred and eighty 
were killed, and feven hundred and _ thirty-five 
wounded. Of the Britifh, about one hundred were 
hilled, and feven hundred and twenty-five wounded: 
fix hundred were alfo miffing. 

The army of general Brunc was rendered formi- 
dable after this a&ion, as a confiderable body of 
men had now joined it. This confideration, added 
to the ruinedftate of the roads, and the difficulty of 
procuring fupplies and accommodation for the fol- 
dicrs; induced the officers to refolve on a retreat. A 
conveution was fpeedily adjufted between the com- 
inanders.of the oppofite armies. The principal of 
which were, ¢hat eight thoufand of French and Ba- 
(avian prifoners, taken before that campaign, thould 
be reftored to their refpeétive countries: that the 
combined Englith and Ruffian army fhould evacuate 
the territory, coafts, iflands, andinternal navigation 
of the Dutch republic, by the thirtieth of Novem. 
hor, 1799, without comutitting any devaftation by 
inundations, cutting the dykes, or otherwife injuri 
the fources of navigation? and that the mountc 
batteries taken poficflion of at the Helder, of at 
other potions, thould be #zftored in the ftate in 
~hich they were taken ; or, i1 cafe of improvement, 
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in the fate in which they then were, togetber with 
all the Dutch artillery taken in them. 

The exertions of our brave countrymen in this 
difaftpous ion, demand our higheft praife : 
but the was cehfurable on many accounts, 
and reflegts no; eredit on the fagacity of Mr. Dundas 
Thus tetminated an expedition, the failure of 
which, when planned, was confidered as almoft im. 

; and-which, in f{2&, commenced with fuch 

iliant advantages, und fo fair a profpeé of ulti- 
wate fuccefs. It muft not, however, be forgotten, 
that the capture of the Dutch ficet almoft annihilated 
the naval power of the new Batavian republic, and 
more permanently fecured to Britain the fovercignty 
of the feas, which is her only proteétion, the fource 
of all her wealth and all ber glory. 

On the fifteenth of May *, during the ficld-day of 
the grenadier battalion of the foot guards, im Hyde 
Park, a fhot was accidentally difvharged from the 
ranks, which unfortunately wounded a gentleman of 
the name of Ongley, who was among the fpcétators. 
The fhot perforated Mr, Ongley’s thigh, but did not 
injure the bone or arteries. His majelty direGed 
the imilitary furgeon prefent to examine and drefs 
Mr. Ongley’s wound, and was much gratified by the 
favourable report made by Mr. Nixon, the furgeon 
of the grenadiers. His thajefty, orr coming from the 
field, fent his commands to Mr. Keate, the furgeon- 
general, and Mr. Ruth, the infpe&or of hofpitals, to 
attend Mr. Ongley during the progrc(s of his cure. - 

On the fucceeding day, the following article was 
difpatched to the refpective conduétors of news- 
papers :=~°* May the fixteenth, We have euthority to 
“¢ ftate, thatthe misfortune which happened yelterday 
‘“* morning, at the field-day of the grenadier butta- 
‘¢ fion of guards, in Hyde Park, avofe entirely from 
accident. A duc regard to the enxicty that every 
individual of the battalioa feels, that this matter 
‘6 fhouid be properly underitood, is our inducement 
* for giving this ftatement to the public.” 

The coincidence of this event, with the atrocious 
attempt at night in the theatre, tended to ftrengthen 
ap opinion, previoully entertained by fome, that it 
was not entirely the cfle& of accident, but arofe 
from a defign againté his majefty’s facred perfon. 
There is noreafon, however, to fuppofe this was the 
cafe: the hiug was within twenty yards of the bat- 
talion, and about.cight yards, upon a parallel line, 
from the gentleman who was wounded. His majefty: 
was on horfeback , and the musket which fired the 
ball, muf not only have been pointed low, but could. 
not have been dire&ted again& his perfon. 

Every loyal heart was filled with giief and indig- 
nation on hearing of the danger to which his ma- 
jefty’s life was afterwards expofed, and from whidh 

providentially efcaped, The hing and se 
and ; 
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and the prineefies Augufta, Elizabeth, Mary, and 
Amelia, with their ufual attendants, honoured the 
theatre with their prefence ta fee a comedy. Juft es 
his majefty had entered the box, and while he was 
bowing to the audicnce with his ufuat condefcenfion, 
a perton who fat in the fecond row from the or- 
cheftra, but towards the middle of the pit, ftoad up, 
and levelling @ borfe-piftol towards the king’s hox, 
fired it; but, providentially, a gentleman who fat 
next him, (Mr. Holroyd, of Scotland Yard), had the 
prefence of mind to raife the arm of the affafim, fo 
as to dirc& the contents of the piftol towards the 
roof of the box. The audience continued for a few 
feconds in a mute agony of {ufpence. The queen 
was at that inflant making her entry’; and the cur- 
tain rifing, as generally arranged on fuch occafions, 
his majefty waved his hand, as a fignal to diffuade 
his royal confort from her immediate appearance ; 
and, infantly flanding ere&, raifed his right hand to 
his breaft, and continued for fome time in a bowing 
attitude to the {pectators, to remove their perturba- 
tion of mind for his fatety. Her majefty now en- 
tered, and appeared much agitated, clafping her 
hands with great emotion. On the entry of the 
princefles, the confufion had not fubfided ; and, on 
being informed of the caufe, Augufta fainted, but 
was foon recovered by the sender afliduities of her 
fifter Elizabeth, and the ladies in waiting. Princefs 
Mary alfo {wooned at the alarming communication, 
and her recovery was effected by the fame fa- 
}utary means. ‘The offender was immediately feiz- 
ed, and hurried over the palifadoes, into the mufic- 
room. 

Some cosfufion enfued for a time, but one of the 
comedians aflerting that the aflaflin was in fafe cuf- 
tody. the performances were fuffered to go on with- 
eut further interruption, Myr. Tamplite, a trium- 
peter in the band, who affifted in taking the of- 
fender over the orcheftra, recognized him to be a 
foldier, aud pulling open his coat, found he had on 
a military waiftcoat, with the button of the fiftcenth 
heht dragoons. On being queftioned by Mr. she- 
yidan, he faid, “he had no objection to tell who he 
was—it was not over yet—there was a great deal 
more, and worle to be done. His name was James 
Hadfield ; he had ferved his time to a working filver- 
fmith, but had enlifted into the fifteenth light dra- 
goons, and had fought for his hing and country.” 
At this time the prince of Wales and duke of York 
entered the room. He immediately turned to the 
duke, and faid, “ I know your royal highnefs—God 
blefs you' I have ferved with your highnefs, and 
(pointing toa decp cut over hiseye, and another long 
fear on his check, fad) I got thefe, and more than 
thefe, in fighting by your fide. At Lincelles, I was 
was loft three hours among the dead in a ditch, and 
. was taken prifoner by the French. I had my arm 
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broken by a thot; and eight fabre wounds in my 
head ; but I recovered, and here [ am.” 

He now began to thew‘ manifeft {igus of mental 
derangethent. Being afked who his father was, be 
fuid, “he had been poftillion to fome duke ;” but 
could not fay to what duke. He talked ina mifte- 
rious way of dreams, and of a great commiffion he 
had received in his fleep; that he knew he was to be 
a martyr, dnd was tu be perfecuted like his great 
mafter Jefus Chrift.—William Wake, the perfon of 
whom he had bought the piftols, being brought into 
the room, was examined. He faid that the prifoner 
had bought a pair of piftols of him, end that he-had 
faid they were for his young mafter, who would give 
him a blunderbufs for them ; but he had not yet got 
the blunderbufs. He knew very little of Hadfield, 
but knew where he worked, and had heard a good 
chara&er of him; but that the leaft ftrong liquor 
affected his head. Scveral perfons, from the houfe 
of Mrs. Mafon, his acquaintance, confirmed this 
f..&; and faid, they afcribed it to the very fevere 
wounds he had received in the head. Search being 
afterwards made for the flugs, a mark was difcovered 
in the top of the canopy over the royal box; and, 
in the orcheftra below, a flattened and irregular 
piece of lead was found, fuppofed to have recoiled 
from the place where it firuck. It was fortunate 
that, at this theatre, the royal box ts clevated more 
than fifteen feet above the pit. 

A loyal and afleétionate addrefs of congratulation, 
of the lords and commons, was unanimoufly agrecd 
to be prefented to his majeliy, on his happy efcape 
from the effe@s of lamentable infanity ; and the city 
of London, in common council afilembled, refolved tu 
addrefs his majefty on the fame providential oc- 
cafion. 

James Hadfield was afterwards tried for this of- 
fence, before lord Kenyon, in the court of King’s 
Bench; when the cluef juttice exprefied his full 
conyiétion of his infauity: but in the prefent cafe, 
which alike concerns the king upon his thione, and 
the beggar at his gate, he could not think of dif- 
charging hin: he muft be difpofed of, added he, in 
fuch a manner, that relief may be adminiftered to 
his unfortunate cafe. My brothers agrec in thinking 
with me, that he was not fo far underthe guidance 
of reafon, as to be capable of knowing what he did: 
therefore the court are of opinion, that he fhould be 
carried to the late place of confinement, till he can 
he farther difpofed uf. He was therefore conduéted 
to a coach, and conveyed back to prifon. 

Though the proceedings of the British parliament 
relative to an union with Ireland, were rendered 
abortive hy the oppofition of the Irith legiflature in 
1799, that bufincis was formally introduced into the 
ee of Ireland, off the fifth of February 1800, 

y a meffage from the lord lieutenant, ist which his 
. excellency 
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excellency ftated, that he had it in command from 
his majefty, to acquaint both houfes of legiflature, 
with the refolutions of the Britith rliament, and 
to exprefs his with that they would take the im- 
portant meafure into their moft fetious confidcra- 
tion. Adter a fpirited debate, the minifiry prevailed 
by a majority of forty-three. The great abilities of 
Mr. Grattan were emmently exerted on this intereft- 
ing occafion. In a debate which occurred on the 
feventcenth of February, on propofing the firft ar- 
ticle of the union, he oppofed the meafure with fuch 
a degree of vehemencc, that the chancellor of the 
exchequer (Mr. Corry) accufed him of affociating 
with traitors, and of difaife@tion to the government. 
The rely of Mr. Grattan was fo pointed and fevere, 
that the chancellor conceived hinfelf under a ne- 
ceflity of refenting it by a challenge. A duel was 
the confequence: five fhots were exchanged, and 
the chancellor was wounded in the arm. The quef- 
tion was carried by a majority of one hundred and 
fixty-one againft one hundred and fifteen; and as 
the difeuffion proceeded, the numbers of the oppo- 
fition appeared to diminifh. The laft ftruggle was 
made on the thirteenth, when fir John Parnell, who 
Aad refiened the office of fie Ve of the exche- 
quer, moved to petition his majefty to call a new 
eda that the fenfe of their conftituents might 
2 more fully afcertained ; but this motion was over- 
ruled by a majoritv of forty-fix, 

During thefe proceedings, the bufinefs proceeded 
with little oppofition in the houfe of lords, and on 
the twenty-fourth of March, both honfes adopted 
the whole of the articles of union, with very incon- 
fiderable alterations. In the courfe of a few days, 
both houfes repaired to the Jord lieutenant with a 
joint addrefs, which was afterwards tranfinitted to 
Great Britain, and no time was loft by the minifter 
in fubmitting the meafures again to the Britifh par- 
liainent, which, after a minute difcuffion, and very 

“{pirited debates in both houfes, ‘were fanétioned by a 
great majority; and, on the fecond of July, the 
royal affent was given for a legiflative union with 
pare the articles of which were to the following 
effeat : 

That the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland 
fhall, on the firft day of January, 1801, and ever 
after, be united into one kindgom, by the name of 
the Umted Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; that of 
the peers of Ireland at the time of the union, four 
fpiritual lords, by rotation of feffions, and twenty- 
eight temporal peers for life, thall be the number to 
fit and vote in the houfe of lords; and one hundred 
commoners, viz. two for each county of Ireland ; 
two for the city of Dublin; twa for the city of Cork ; 
and one for each of the thirty-two moft confiderable 
cities, towns, and boroughs, be the number of re- 
prefentatives of Ireland, in the houfe of commons of 
the parliament of the united kingdom. 

Vou, JI. No. 115. 
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The progrefs of the bill of union in England, was 
not cuaked with the afperity of altercation which it 
had received in Ireland ; and after beftowing on it 
the royal affent, the king declared, that he fhonld 
“ ever confider this great meafure, as the happ of 
event of his reign.” 

By thefe articles, it was alfo provided, that, for 
the {pace of twenty years after the union takes place, 
the contribution of Great Britain and Ireland re. 
fpeGively, towards the expenditure of the united 
kingdom in each year, fall be defaved im the pro. 
portion of fifteen parts for Great Brian, and two 
parts for Ivcland ; this proportion, at the evpiraty ar 
of that time, to be fubjeé& to revifion and reguie 
tion from other confiderations, 

The Britith parliament met carly, chiefly for die 
purpofe of enabling his majefly to avail tumfell of 
the voluntary fervices of the nulitia, to fupply the 
army in Holland. <A bill for that purpofe was 
fpeedily enaed, though violently oppofed by te- 
veral members, After fome financial arrangements, 
an adjournment was ordered; and, during the reeefs, 
fume important communicat oas occurred between 
the French and Englith gover: ment. 

We thall now return to the theatre of war in 
Egypt, and endeavour to prefent our readers with a 
connected feries of the tranfsétions of Bonaparte, 
from the defeat of the French flectat the mouth of 
the Nile. But before we enter on this popular nar- 
rative, it may be ncceffary to ftate the probable nio- 
tives which induced him to engage in fo vaft an cn- 
terprize. 

The French dire&tory, to captivate the multitude, 
lulled them into a belief of the frantic refolution 
of an invafion of England; but that project was 
foon changed for another almoft as abfurd. ‘The 
attack of England was found to he totally imprac- 
ticable: the feet which were deftined to convey the 
troops, expeéted nothing but defeat, from the ac- 
knowledged fuperiority of the Britith navy, and they 
were anxious to prevent fo dreadful a calanuty. ‘lo 
avoid thefe difficulties, and find occupation for the 
active and daring fpirit of Bonaparte, an expedition 
was planned to itpatch him to a difiant thore, where 
his fuccefs or misfortune would be lels important in 
its confequences, 

The confummate valtity of this enterprifing officer 
was a convenient infjjment in the hauds of defign- 
ing men; and the deliverer of the Faft, a title then 
fuggefted to him, was too pompous for him to refift. 
The fcheme was obliquely intimated to the council 
of five hundred, by Efchaffereaux, in a fpeech on 
the fubjeét of colonization. The fule object appears 
to have been the eftablifiment of a colony in Kgypt, 
and “to régencrate a country which was the firlt 
theatre of civilifation in the univerfe.” 

While preparations were {eerctly making for the 
expedition, the public were amuied with ridiculous 
6N {tories 
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ftories of rafts which were conftru&ing for the in- 
vafion of England, and troops-were collc&ed on the 
northern coait of France, while the navy of the re- 
public were fecretly repairing to Toulon. At length 
Bonaparte embarked on hoard the fleet, and pro- 
ceeded to Malta, which furrendered after a flight 
refiftance, he then proreeded on his voyage, and dif- 
embarked his troops in Egypt, 1 the month of July, 
1798. After the raduftion of Alexandria *, Rofetta, 
and other fortreffes, he proceeded to attack Cairo, 
which was defended by Mourad Bey, witha confider- 
able body of Mamelukes. On the twenty-third, the 
vee was attached aud carried, though the Mame- 
ukes exhibited determined valour, At Cairo, a procla- 
mation was iffucd, appointing a provifional govern- 
ment for Egypt, in which the general promifed to 
fecure the pacha of kgypt in all his dignity and 
pewer. The beys, however, attempted to rally, 
and colleéted a confiderable force near Cairo. On 
tho twenty-fifth, the French general attached one of 
the poft. at Lenabe, when three hundred of the 
enemy were kiliod. The celebrated battle of the 
Pyram'd3 was fought on the fucceeding day, which 
decid2d the fate of Egypt. Twenty-three beys, 
with all their forces, were completely defeated ; 
two thowfand of the Mamelukes were flain, and 
ther camels and baggage taken; while the lofs of 
ac French was only eftimated at twenty. or thirty 
killed, and one hundred and twenty wounded. 
The fubjugation of Egypt was now fuppofed to 


* Ponaparte on landing in Egypt, iffued the following 
proclama‘ion : 

For a iong time the Beys which have governed Egypt, 
have inful ed the French nation, and oppreffed its mer- 
chants. The hour of their chaflifement is arrived. 

For a long time this vile heap of flaves, purchafed in 
Cancafu ani Georgia, have tyrannized over the faireft 
part of the world. But God, on whom every thing de- 
ane has ordained that their dominion fhould be at an 
end, 

People of Egypt! they will tell you that I am come to 
deftroy your religion; butdo not believethem. Anfwer 
them on the contrary, that Iam come to reftore to you 
your rights—‘o punifi your afurpers; and that [ refed, 
more than the Via welures, God, his prophet, and the Al- 
coren. Tell them, that all men are equal in the figl.t of 
God—that wifccm, talents, virtue, form the fole 
difference between them —Thef What talents, what wif- 
dom, what virtue diftinguith you#Mamelukes? For what 
exclufive quality are they to poffefs every thing which 
renders life happy and pleafant? Yet is there a good 
eflate, it beiorgs to the Mamelukes.—Is there a fair flave, 
a fne hule, or + handfume houfe, it belongs to the Ma- 
melukes. If kg) ptistheir farm, let them thew the leafe 
which God has given to them. But God is juft and mer- 
ciful to the people. All the Egyptians fall be called 
upon to wield all emplo, ments. the moft wife, the moft 
informed, and the moft virtyous fhall govern, and the 
people thall be happy. 
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be complete; but England could not politically fuffer 
the eftablithment of a colony fo near her Faft India 
serie and had therefore concerted with the 

orte, a proje& of general attack, to expel thofe 
dangerous neighbours from their new conquefts. The 
principal preparations were made in Syria, under 
the care of the pacha of Djezzar, who was to be 
fupported by an army totraverfe Afia Minor. The 
attack on the frontiers of Egypt, on the fide of the 
defert of Syria, was to be favoured by a ftrong di- 
verfion towards the mouths of the Nile, and by dif. 
ferent attacks executed by the wrecks of Mourad 
Bey’s army in Upper Egypt, united to other hotile 
parties. 

To dire& the execution of this vaft plan, com- 
modore fir Sidney Smith had left Portfmouth the 
preceding autumn, on board the Tiger, and pro- 
ceeded to the Levant, where he haftened the prepa- 
rations for the campaign in Egypt. Commodore 
Hood continued to block up, with four fhips of the 
line, and five frigates, the port of Alexandria, and 
the mouths of the Nile. 

Bonaparte, informed that the arrival of commo- 
dore Smith was te be the fignal of offenfive opera- 
tions, refolyed to, march into Syria, to deftroy the 
preparations made by Djezzar. The two months 
which intervened, from the entire fubmiffion of 
Egypt, to the moment when the troops deftined for 
the expedition of Syria were to march, were em- 
ployed in finifhing military furveys, confided to dif- 


* There have been formerly amongft you great cities, 
great canals, and great commerce. Whathas deftroyed 
all thefe, if it be not the avarice, the injuftice, and the 
tyranny of the Mamelukes ?—Cadis, Cheiks, Imans, Scor- 
badgis, tell the people we are the friends of the true 
Mulfelmen. We have deftroyed the knights of Malta, 
becaufe thofe fenfelefs men believed that it was the will 
of God that they fhould make war upon the Muffelmen. 
We have annihilated the power of the Pope of Rome, , 
becaufe he faid it was juft to make war upon Mafelpen, 
We have for ages been the fiiends of the giand feigmior 
(may God accomplith his defires !) and the enemy of his 
enemies. The Mamelukes, on the contrary, have<ney 
not revolted againft the authority of the grind feignioi, 
which they continue to defpife ?—They acknowledge no- 
thing but thcir own caprices. 

Thrice happy will be thofe who fhall be with us; they 
fhall profper in their rank and fortunes. Happy are 
thofe who fhall remain neuter; they will have time to 
know us, and they will fide with us. But misfortune, 
threefold misfortune to thofe who fhall take arms for the 
Mamelukes, and fight againft us. There fhall be no hope 
for them; they all thall perifh. 

It thus concludes:—Every man fhall exclaim, glory to 
the Sultan, glory to the French army, his friends. Ma- 
lediGion to the Mamelukes, and happinefs to the people 
of Egypt, 

(Signed) Bonaparte. 


ferent 
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ferent officers, and in journies, which the fcientific 
members of the different claffes of the inftitute had 
undertaken. 

During this furvey, Bonaparte was informed of 
the movements of Djezzar, whom the grand fignior 
had named pacha of Egypt. He had already fent a 
body of troops towards El]-Arifch, at the entrance 
of the defert, on the fide of Egypt. This general 
received orders to occupv and fortify Cathicl, and 
general la Grange marched, with a demi-brigade, 
to take poffeffion of this poft on the fame dav that 
Bonaparte returned to Cairo; where he gave his laft 
orders for the organization and march of the army 
of Syria, and regulated the commands of the troops 
which were to remain in Egypt. This army coufitt- 
ed of four divifions of infantry, under the generals 
Kleber, Bonn, Lannes, and Regnier, amounting to 
ten thoufand, befides cavalry, and artillery. The 
difficulty of tranfporting the artillery, conftrained 
Bonaparte to poe thefe different divifions with 
pieces much below the ordinary proportion. 

The garrifons which were to remain in Lower 
Fgypt, were formed of the nineteenth demi-brigade, 
threc battalions of the expedition df Syria, the nautic 
and Maltefe legions; and the depots of cavalry, 
General Dugua had the command of Cairo, general 
Menou was ftationed at Damietta. Adjutant-general 
Almciras received, with the command of Damietta, 
orders to haften the finifhing of the fortifications. 
Alexandria, which was threatened by the Englifh, 
and alfo menaced with the plague, wa» entrufted 
to general Marmont. General Defaix remained 
with his army in Upper Egypt, to keep in awe the 
remains of the Mamelukes, and hinder Mourad Bey 
from taking advantage of the expedition into Syria. 

General Kleber’s divifion embarked at Damietta, 
and was tranfported to Tinch, on the lake Meuzala, 
When the general arrived at Cathici, he was joined 
by general Regnier’s advanced guard, and marched 

paArifch, the fortrefs of which was garrifoned 
by two thoufand troops of the pacha of St. John 
d’Acre. The village of El-Arifch was carried with 
th€ Bayonet, by Regnier’s divifion ; the Arnauty and 
Mangrabins, who defended it, after having made a 
brave refiftance, withdrew precipitately into the fort. 
Hardly was it blocked up by Regnier’s divifion, 
when a reinforcement of infantry and cavilry, ef- 
-corting a convoy of provifions, appeared in fight of 
E]-Arifch, and encamped ona rifing ground. Kle- 
ber came up at that moment, and approved of Reg- 
nier’s project of furprifing the camp of the Mame- 
Jukes during the night. This attack fuccceded ; 
the camp was carried, the corps of infantry cut in 
pieces, taken, or deftroyed. A number of horfes, 
camels, ftores, and po and the whole of the 
convoy fell into the hands of the French. ‘The two 
other divifions of the army formed their jun&ion, a 
few days after, at El-Arifch, and were joined at 


length, by Bonaparte. The fort of El-Arifch was 
cannonaded, and furrendered in two days. 

The artillery neceflary for the reduGtion of St. 
John d’Acre, could be tranfported only by fea, and 
Bonaparte bad ventured its embarkation from Alex. 
andria. Vice-adnyval Perrée, with three frigates, 
had failed during the night, to efcort the ph ay 
and had orders to cruize before Jaffa. The fecreey 
and promptitude of the preparation. for the ex 
dition of Svria, and the celerity of the attack, fur- 
prized the Turks. 

At Conftantinople, the Fnglith, notwithfanding 
the new alliance, the important fupport of their 
naval forces, aud the aétivity of fir Sidnev Smith, 
could not obtain the means for the entire execution 
of the pian concerted for the attack on Egypt. By 
judicious manaremeut, however, Paffwan Oglow, 
who claimed from the Turkish government to renew 
the haticheriT granted to his anceflors, became re- 
conciled. The Ottoman Porte, now found itielf’ re- 
lieved from a danoerous enemy, and concluded a 
treaty with Pafiwan, who fivere folenmly on the 
Koran to be faithful to his cng: pements, and never 
to give caufe of difcontent to the Porte. A free 
pardon was alfo extended to Paffivan, and be cbtain- 
ed the dignity of pacha. 

Sir Sidney Sinith, in the mean time, gained in- 
telligence of the firft muvements of Bonaparte, and 
endeavoured to counter-aét his defigns, by making 
attempts on Alexandria, which he bombarded, with- 
out further injury to the French, than finking two 
tranfports. Aftcr this fruitlefs enterprize, he failed 
to the affiftance of the pacha of Syria, who at firft 
did not think of defending himfelf in St. John d’ Acre, 
meaning only to fecure his retreat, and to convey 
away his women and treafure. The commodore 
auchored, with three frigates, in the road uf Caiffa. 

Kleber, with his divifion, was mifled by the guides: 
the two divifions which followed him, were drawn 
aftray by the tracks of the firli. It was not till after 
forty-cight hours toil, and enduring the torments cf 
burning thirft, that they reached the Kan Jonneffe, 
the firtt village of Palefline, on Icaving the defert-, 
whence they difcovered the cultivated plans of 
Gaza. 

A corps of Mamelukes, under the command of 
Abdalla Pacha, which had encamped before Kan 
Jodneffe, had fallen back on Gaza: thither Bona- 
parte repaired, drove away the Mamelukes, and 
took poflefiion of the town, where he found very 
contsderable magazines of provifions, as well as 
flores. 

It was at the town of Jaffa, anciently called Joppa, 
that Bonaparte met with the firft relitaiies) the way 
to it was covered with hillocks of moving fand, which 
the cavalry traverfed with difficulty ; thecamelsflowly 
and painfully proceeded, and for about threc leagues 
it was neceflary to treble the teams to the artillery. 

Hordes 
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Hordes of Arabs hovered around the army, witbout, 
however, doing any injury ; and the advanced guard 
wnder Kleber, reached the town on the third day. 
Jaffa was found to be furrounded with a wall without 
ditches, flanked by good towers mounting cannon. 
Two forts defended the port and the road, and it 
appeared well armed, The garrifon having retired 
within the place, the main attack was made on the 
fouth fide. The whole army having come up, and 
batteries being eftablithed, a pra@icuble breach was 
foon effe&ted, and the town taken by affault. 

Many of the gartifon were put to the {word ; but 
the greater part flying into the mofques, and implor- 
ing mercy from their purfuers, their lives were 
granted. Three days aiecwande: Bonaparte, who 
had expreffed much refentment at the compaflion 
manifefted by his troops, and determined to relieve 
himfelf from the maintenance and care of three thou- 
Jand erght hundred prifoners*, ordered. them to be 
marched to a rifing ground near Jaffa; where a di- 
vifion of French infantry formed againft them. 
When the Turks had entered into their fatal elign- 
ment, and the mournful preparations were com- 
pleted, the fignal gun fired. Vollies of mufquetry 
and grape inftantly played againit them ; and Bona- 
parte, who had been regarding the fcene through a 
telcfcope, when he faw the fmoke afcending, could 
not reftrain his jov, but broke out into exclamations 
of approval. Kleber had remonftrated in the moft 
ftrenuous manner, and the officer of the etat major 
who commanded (for the general to whom the regi- 
ment belonged was abfert) even refuted to execute 
the order without a written inftru@tion: but Bona- 
parte was too cautious, and fent Berthier to enforce 
obedience. When the Turks had all fallen, the 
French troops humanely endeavoured to put a period 
to the fufferings of the wounded; but fome time 
elapfed before the bavonet could finith what the fire 
had not deftroyed, and probably feveral languithed 
many days in agony. 

‘(her bones ftill lie in heaps, and are fhewn to 
every traveller who arrives; nor can they be con- 
founded with thofe who perifhed in the affault, as 
this field of butchery lies a mile from the town. 

The accumulation of unburied bodies occafioned 
the v.fitation of the plague, by which a great num- 
ber of Fr -nch foldiers were foon infeéted, the hofpi- 
tal crowded, and the medical ftaff embarraffed. In 
this crifis the Machiavelian, or rather diabolical ge- 
nius of Bonaparte was again employed in extricating 
him(elt from difficulty, by an a& at which the blood 
frzezes, and which fnatches at once the robe and the 
diadem, the wreath and the mail, from the body and 
brow of the offender, divefts bim of all the {plen- 
did additions conferred by fortune and by fame, and 


* Adolphus’s Hiftory of France, ii, 616. 
t In his Hiftory of the Expediton to Egypt. 
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fhews naked and unmafked, the form and counte. 
nance of the conqueror of Egypt. “Finding,” fays 
fir Robert Wilfon + “ that his hofpitals at Jaffa were 
“© crowded with fick, he fent for a phyfician, whofe 
*¢ name fhould be inferibed in letters of gold, but 
* which from weighty reafons cannat be here in- 
** ferted: on his arrival, he entcred into a long con- 
** verfation with him refpecting the danger of con- 
“< tagion; concluding at Jaft with the remark, that 
fomething mutt be done to remedy the evil, and 
that the defiruétion of the fick at prefent in the 
hofpital was the only meafure which could be 
adopted. The phvfician, alarmed at the propofal, 
bold in the confidence of virtue, and the caufe of 
humanity, remonftrated vehemently, reprefent- 
ing the cruclty, as well as the atrocity, of fuch a 
murder; but finding that Bonaparte perfevered 
and menaced, he indignantly left the tent with 
this memorable obiervation: Neither my prin- 
ciples, nor the charaGter of my eungel will 
allow me to become a human butcher; and, Ge. 
neral, if fuch quslitics as you infinuate are ne- 
ceflary to form:a great man, I thank my God 


that Ido not pgffefs them: Bonaparte was not to 
be diverted fn his obje& by moral confidera- 
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tions ; he vered, and found an apothecary, 
who (dreading the weight of power, but who has 
fince made fome atonement to his mind by une- 
‘¢ quivocally confefling the fa&) confented to be- 
“* come his agent, and to adminifter poifon to the 
“ fick. Opium at night was diftributed in grati- 
fying food ; the wretched unfufpefting victims 
banqueted ; and in a few hours five hundred and 
eighty foldiers, who had fuffered fo much for their 
country, perifhed thus miferably by the order of 
its idol f. 
The efforts of fophifiry have been employed, in 
vain, in indire& denials, or futile palliations of this 
atrocious fa&. The only plaufible excufe ae 
is, that part of the garrifon of El-Arifch was, found in 
Jaffa; but even this was an extraordin.cy plea sor 
him to advance in the face of his own army, where 
a corps called ‘the marine legion,” was entwely 
formed of prifoners upon parolc, liberated after the 
battle of the Nile. See Cooper Willyam’s Voyage up 
the Mediterranean. 

After making Joppa and its port the eal og de- 

Gt for the artillery and ftores which he expected 
Poin Damietta and Alexandria, Bonaparte marched 
upon St. John d’Acre, with the three divifions of 
Kicher, Bon, and Lannes. That of Regnier com- 
pofed the rear-guard, at two days’ diftance from the 
army, which he had orders to rejoin at St. John 
d’Acre. The French advanced guard difcovered 
near Zetta, a body of cavalry under Abdalla Pacha, 
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{ See alfo Dr. Wittman’s Travels in Afiatic Turkey, 
Syria, and Egypt, p, 128. h 
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ho, to vetard the march of the army, had taken a 

ofition on the heights of Korfum, flanking himfelf 
be the mountain of Naploufium, the ancient Sama- 
ria, on which feveral thoufand Naploufians were 
potted. 

While Kleber, Bon, and Murat, endeavoured to 
bring Abdalla to an engagement, which he avoided, 
Lannes’ divifion marched upon the right, and cut 
off the pacha from the Naploufians; the latter fled ; 
but the light infantry, who purfued them, having 
entangled themfelves-in the defiles, the Naploufians, 
yallied, and attacked in their turn, purfuing the 
French to the outlines of the defiles. Barthelemy 
the commander of the demi-brigade was killed. Two 
days after, Kleber took poffeffion of Caifla, at the 
foot of Mount Carmel. ‘The advanced guard of this 
divifion difcovered, on arriving at Caiffa, the di- 
vifion of the Englifh fquadron which had caft an- 
chor. The boats of the Tiger, which was one of 
the flips, approached the coaft, reconnoitred their 
advanced guard, at the foot of Mount Carmel, and 
endeavoured, by their fire, to harals them. 

Sir Sidney Smith had elevathd the courage of the 
pacha of St. John d’Acre, by tending him an old 
ancient engineer, who had facilitated his deliverance 
from the Temple. Colonel Phillpeaux, caufed the 
fortrefs to be repaired ; and the captain of the The- 
feus furnifhed him with many neceflary materials for 
the reparation of this ancient bulwark of Syria, At 
this inftant the flect of gun-boats, which had on 
board the greatcft part of Bonaparte’s battering 

ieces, and his ftores, fell into the hands of the I'ng- 
fin. This lofs was irreparable to the French, and 
decided the fate of St. John d’Acre. The cannon 
and ftores were infiantly landed, and the vefiels that 
tranfported them were armed and employed to ha- 
rafs the French pofis, and to difturb their convoys 
and communications. 
Bonaparte having drawn back the external pofts, 
encamped his army on an infulated height, border- 
ert fea, which commands, on the weftern 
fide, a plain of about a Jeague and three quarters, 
hounded by the mountains fituated between St. John 
d’Acre, and the river Jordan. After taking poflef- 
fion of Saflet, Nazareth, and Schafiham, to clear the 
paffes on the road to Damafcus and Caffarelli, he re- 
connoitered St. John d’Acre more accurately with 
his officers of artillery, and came to 4 refolution of 
attacking the front on the eaft of the town. The 
trench was opened at nine hundred fect from the 
place, and the French proceeded with fuch aétivity, 
that the ninth day, after the opening of the trench, 
batteries and counter-batteries, mounted as at Jaffa, 
had pierced the tower, while a branche of the mine 
had been pufhed on to blow up the counterfcarp. 
The mine was fprung, but it only made a hole in the 
glacis: the French rr the counterfcarp injured. 


‘The ditch appeared to be of no confiderable depth, 
Von. TIL. No. 115, ; 
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but they found another of about fiftecn fect deep, 
which was almoft half filled up with the rubbith of 
the breach; ther plunged into it, but found them. 
felves feparated by the counterfearp from the troops 
which were to fupport them. Miully, Lafcelles, and 
Langier, the officers who headed the attack, all pe. 
rifked. The ‘Turks, who had abandoned the tower, 
re-entered it, and the French retreated to their 
trenches, 

The failure of fuccefs in this firf attack, and the 
hopes which Djezzur entertained of beme fupported 
by a body of Naploufians and Mangrabins, induced 
him to make feveral brifk fallies, in which he was 
repulfed with confiderable lof. Bonaparte had not 
yet received the heavy artillery, for which he had 
fent to Damietta, to replace that which he had loit, 
He once more endeavoured to open a breach in the 
fame tower, which the ‘Turks had filled with wood, 
bales of cotton, and bags of earth: the tower was 
fet on fire, but all attempts to reach it were inef- 
feétual. 

At length fir Sidney Smith, in concert with Djez- 
zar, made a confiderable fally in three columns, at 
the head of which were the marines. The intention 
was to deftruy the works nearefi the place, and 
chiefly the mine, which Jed under the counter{carp : 
this perilous attack was entrufted to the gallant cap- 
tain Aldfield, who had diftinguifed himfelf at the 
taking of the Cape of Good Hope: he broke the 
head of the column of the centre, and threw himfelf 
firft{ on the entrance of the mine; where he was 
mortally wounded, and carried off by the French 
grenadiers. He expired in the arms of the enemy, 
amidft the warmelt teftimonies of their regard and 
efteem. The three columns received much injury 
by the fire from the batteries aud parallels, and the 
intermediary {pace was ftrewed with their dead. 

The Englith had the misfortune to behold, under 
their colours, united to thofe of Djezzar, the Freich, 
who were wounded and prifoners, maffacred in cold 
blood by the Turks, a praétice too common among 
barbarians. Sir Sidney Smith had foftened the fate of 
French prifoners at Conftantinople, he mufi tir refore 
have Jamented the multiplied horrors which were 
committed under his infpeétion at St. John d’ Acre. 

The affembling of the corps of Manilukes having 
become very confiderable, it was thought neceflary 
to fend againft them a corps of obferyation, which 
was entrulted to general Kleber. The firft troops 
of this numerous Turkifh army had already pafled 
the river Jordan, General Junot endeavoured tv 
reach them with his light infantry, and a few cavalry, 
whien he was furrounded and attacked by about threc 
thoufand horfe, and inade his retrcat to Kaff Cana. 

Kleber left the camp of St. John d’Acre, with the 
remainder of his divifion, to join gencral Junot at 
Nazareth ; and dire@ting his march upon the a 
of Louby, reached Sed-Jara, when four thoufand 
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Tarkith and Arabien cavalry, furtounded the French 
and were ring to charge them. Kleber routed 
the Turkih cavalry, which fled adrofs:the Jordan. 


A few days after, the whole of the army deftined to 
relieve St. John d’Acre, forméd its jun&ion in the 
plain of Fouli. ‘ 

The French, after ufelefy es of valour, 
which cannot here be particularized, were obli 
to vield to fuperior numbers, and to the refolntion 
which the Turks difplayed amdft their rdins. From 
their high walls, they perfevered in a well-diteGted 
and defiru&ive fire, After ther multiplied and ir- 

arable loffe-. :t was found almoft impoffible to 

uce a place defended with fo much intrepidity, 

sibportes and prote&ted by fir Sidney Smith’s fqua- 
ron. 

Bonaparte, whom Fortune had fo often favoured, 
could not reconcile himfelf to yield, for once, to 
her arbitrary will. He was anxious to try again 
the chance of-arms, and marched at two in the morn- 
ing, on the tenth of May, to the foot of the breach, 
which was mouated by the grenadiers of the {e- 
venty-fifth and nineteenth demi-brigades, and the 
carabineers of the fecond of light infantry. His in- 
tention was to furprize the Turks, and to eftablith 
himfelf in force in the breach. General Verdier 
marched at the head of the. grenadiers; the firft 

ofts were killed.on the fpot, but the garrifon held 
firm behind the new entrenchments, which ftopped 
his impetuous attack, and forced the French to re- 
treat. They renewed it the fame evening, and the 
grenadiers of the twenty-fifth demi-brigade, having 
requefted to mount to the affault, the combat be 
again on the breach with redoubled fury. The be- 

eged, warned of this laft attack, had reinforced a 
fecond and third line of artillery, which the grena- 
diers could not force. 

In thefe affaults, the lofs on each fide was confi- 
derable, but that of the French was exceffive on this 
anf Adjutant-general Fouler, Venoux, and gene- 
ral Bon, were killed, and many other field-officers 
dangeroufly wounded. The laft attack deferves 
fevere cenfure, and is faid to have occafioned much 
difcontent in the army, who, ardent in following 
their general in dll perilous enterprifes, were indig- 
nant at fo ufelefs a wafte of life, when the obje& be- 
came wholly unattainable. Determined, at length, 
to raife the » Bona fir ordered his fick 
and wounded to be fent away. To keep the be- 
fieged in check, he made ufe of the reft of his am- 
munition, and increafed the fire of his cannon and 
mortars. Dyjezzar re ing thefe di 
retreat, made frequent fallies, whith were rephifed 
with vigour. The afpe& of she field of —— was 
horrible ; the ditches, and she teverles of the pa- 
rapets were filled with tie flain; the air was infected, 
and the propofition for a fufpenfion of arms to bury 
the deaq, remained uoan{wered. F 
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Bonaparte, in a proclamation, announced to his 
army the raifing of the fiege, and refolved to return 
to Egypt, to defend its approach, in tle feafon of 
landing, : againft the forces affembled at Rhodes, 
The raifing of the fiege was executed in good order, 
and the very day on which the army began its 
march, geheral Le Grange repulfed two fallies, and 
forced the Turks back into the town. General 
Lannes’ divifion led the march, Regnier’s divifion 
evacuated the trenches. Kleber formed a ftrong 
rear-guard, whilft general Gunot covered the left 
flank. Bonaparte threw into the fea the pieces of 
artillery, which he could not carry back through 
the delert, and embraced every means of tran{porting 
to Jaffa his field-pieces, and his fick and wounded. 

This convoy failed from Jaffa a few days after, 
for Damictta, but fell into the hands of the Fnglith 
commodore, who, having received intelligence of 
the retreat, fent in chafe of the three French frigates, 
and lay along the coaft to harafs the march. 

Djezzar knew not till day-break that the trenches 
were evacuated: the/Turks took poffeflion of the 
works, and, followigg the traces of the army, found . 
a few pieces of theArtillery buried in the fand. The 
French army continued its march, ravaging the 
country, and depriving the Turks of thofe refources 
which might poffibly have becn ferviceable to them 
in their approach to the frontiers of Egypt. Kleber 
formed the rear with his divifion, which, after 
crofling the deferts, embarked at Tinah, for Da- 
mietta. Bonaparte left a ftrong garrifon at Cattich, 
and entered Cairo with his army, twenty-fix days 
after the raifing of the fiege. 

Thus terminated the campaign of Syria; and, 
notwithftanding his misfortunes at the fiege of St. 
John d’Acre, lofing battle, and by ficknefs, almoft 
a guarter of his troops, Bonaparte was fatisfied 
that he had fulfilled the principal obje& of his expe- 
east Pee weakening ag army “a the Ria and 
retarding its operations during the moft fayourable¢ 
feafon. : a : on 

Sir Sidney Smith, purfuing with ardour the exe- 
cution of the plan of campaign againft Egypt, found 
an increafe of zeal and aGivity on the part of the 
Ottomans. Seid Muftapha Pacha affembled in the 
Hfle of Rhodes, the troops deftined for the attack of 
Alexandria: European officers direfted the details 
of the enterprize, and the combined Englifh and 
Turkith fleet only waited for a convoy which the 
ry ha Pacha, anchored in the Dardanelles, was to 
difpatch to Rhodes. 

the return of the French army from Syria 

into the firong sag! of Lower Egypt, general 
, conmander of Cairo, bad détached La- 
nafie, Duranteau, and d’Eftrees, againét different 
hordes of Arabs, whom they furprized and defeated 
in feverl rencounters. A@s of rigour were exer- 
ciled ; villages were confumed to sate ie ener 
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the préfence of Bonaparte completely re-eftablithed 
order, Pian himfelf principally to repair the 
loffes fafiai y the four divifions, and the cavalry 
which had marched with him into Syria. He com- 
ar the different corps, and fo Gly re-efta- 

lithed their organization, that within three weeks 
after the return of thofe troops to their quarters, 
they were in a condition to undertake new opera- 
tions, ; 

The movements of the Mamelukes and the Arabs 
proclaimed the projeés of the allies, and the ap- 
proach of their flect. Defaix, who was charged 
with the expulfion of the Mamelukes from Upper 
Egypt, was preparing for an expedition into the 
Oifis, when he was informed that the Mamelukes 
had been remarkably hoftile, and formed themfelves 
.into two divifions ; part of them having endeavoured 
to form a jun&ion with Ibrahim Bey, and the others 
to form a junétion with the Arabs. Thefe two cor 
of Mamelukes did not reach their deftination ; the 
firft was furprized at Sababier, by general le Grange; 
their camp baggage, and fevanteen hundred camels 
fell into the hands of the French, the remainder were 
' difperfed in the defert. Mourad Bey, having been 
preceded on the Natron Lakes by general Murat, 
who, after having driven away #he bands of Arabs, 
marched to meet him, retreated towards the pyra- 
mids of Gizeh. 

Bonaparte, informed of this countermarch, con- 
ceived it praGticable to cut off the retreat of Mourad 
Bey, and marched from Cairo with his fele& troops, 
peta eneral Murat to come and join him: he 
reach the pyramids the day that Mourad Bey had 
left them, on his retreat to Fayum: but now a iore 
{crious bufinefs demanded his attention; he had 
received advice from Alexandria, that a Turhith 
fleet of one hundred fail had anchored in thé road of 
Aboukir ; and another difpatch informed him that a 
body of three thoufand Turks had landed with ar- 
.tillery on the fhore of the peninfula, and carried by 

fort of Aboukir. Bonaparte difpatched 
orders to all his generals to march towards the place 
of, Janding, aad to watch the Mamelukes and Arabs, 

e advanced guard of general Murat, had orders 
to pafs the Nile, and the moveable column which 
general Menou had marched abo the Natron Lakes, 
with the park of artillery and the ftaff, formed their 
junGion at Rhamania. 

Under Egvpt was occupied by Defaix, who con- 
tinued the purfu't.of Mourad Bey. He had orders 
_ to watch the pofition ef Cairo, and confult his ope- 
rations with general Dugua, and general Regnier. 
Bonaparte ordered Kleber to march upon Rofctta, 
with a past of his d:vifion, and fent reiuforcemcents 
to that place, under the orders of geheral Metou. 

The Turks, after the furrender of fort Aboukir, 
had landed their artillery, having poffeffion of the 
peninfula,.and had begun to entrench themfclves 


515 


and form zines; they had opened. a communi. 
cation with Rofetta, by cutting the pontoons, and 
their force, which increafed daily, was eftimated at 
about fifteen thoufand men; but they appeared to 
be waiting for itill greater reinforcements, and the 
junétion concerted with Mourad Bey, in order to in- 
veft Alexandria. - 

Bona took poft at the village of Birket, at the 
oint of one of the angles of the luke Madie ; and, 
ecing that the Turks thought only of fortifying and 

maintaining ,themfelves’ in the peninfula, he oa 
mined to attack them. . The anny, after havin 
quitted the pofition of Birkct, affembled at the wel 
between Alexandria and Aboukir: Bonaparte, hay- 
ing tranfported his head quarters to Alexandria, and 
farveyed the new works which general Marmont had 
improved, formed his difpofition of attack. Kleber 
had followed the movement of the army, with a part 
of his divifion; and general Menou undertook to 
cannonade fuch little embarkations as the Turks 
might fend into the lake to harafs him on his left. 

Maftapha Pacha defended the entrance of the pe- 
ninfula, be two lines of troops, and by imperfe& m- 
trenchments. We had placed his firft Ime half a 
league in front of the fort of Aboukir; the right of 
this line was flanked by the fea, and occupied 
by about one thoufand men: a village at a {mall 
diftance was defendel by a corps of one thou- 
fand men, and fonr pieces of cd&nnon. The left 
of this firft line was detached and infulated at the 
d.ftance of twelve hundred yards before the centre ; 
and a few gun-boats, drawn up on the inner fhore, 
flanked on the left the interval between the firft 
and fecond line. The latter was more advanta- 
geoully pofted: the centre occupied the redoubt, 
which had been taken from the French at the mo- 
ment of landing, and which had fince been con. 
ne&ted with the fea-fhore by an entrenchment, be- 
hind which was the right: the left occupied the 
mounds of fand, and the internal fhore was flanked 
by the gun-boats. Seven thoufand men, and twelve 

ieces of cannon, defended this fecond line. The’ 
{quadron was anchored at a league and a half diftant 
in the road of Aboukir. 

Early in the morning, the French army, which 
was only two hours diftant from the firft pofts of the 
Turks, began its march in two columns, preceded 
by a ftrong advanced guard. As foon as the armies 
were in fight of each other, ang td formed his 
columns of attack, and general d’Eftaign carried 
with the bayonet the entrenched height, which form- 
ed the fupport of the right of the Turks. At the 
fame time Lannes’ divifion marched upon the left of 
the firft line: general Murat cut off the retreat of 
the two wings, which were attacked by detached 
{quadrons, and marched right to the centre with his 
cavalry. Almoft.the whole of the firft line, diflodged 
and furrounded by this manoeuvre, perilaed Ee 
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fre, of Were dtowied: ‘a part: the ripht fell 
back on thevdilagt, wich pena ood card 
schich was atnch ronget tan the ft. “The te. 


doubt formed the head of ¢iiis polition, which the 
pre who had no other retreat, was prepared to 
efend with wgour, having fill cight ot nine thou- 


fand meu left. 
Bonaparte, perceiving the principal force of the 
Tarks was at the centre, changed his difpofition. 


Me detached his cavalry to the right, aid diredted 
the attacks of the infantry on the entrenchments of 
their right, difpofing a referve to ftorm the redoubf, 
at the moment when the attacks by the left wings 
fhould have fucceeded. After brifkly cannonading 
the redoubt and the entrenchments, he began the 
ftorm. General Fugieres, at the head of the eigh. 
teenth demi-bricade, marched a column along the 
fhore: the Turks, feeing the French app the 
entrenchments, fallied out, and.attacked the columns: 
the combatants fought man to man, and the Turks 
were repulfed—the K'rench followed them, and threw 
themfelves into the entrenchments; but they were 
ftopped by the fire of the redoubt. General Fa- 
pieres loft an arm, and the column was forced to fall 

ack to the village. The cavalry, which had come 
up to the redouEe had charged feveral times with 
impetuofity ; but they could not get forwards, nor 
foitain the heavy fire of the redoubt, and that of the 
gun-boats, Yuvivier was killed ; pire phir 
Roiza, and Beffieres renewed the attack. ure 
fprung firft into the entrenchment, without being 
ollowed, and was killed. 

To decide the a&tion, Bonaparte ordered general 
Lannes to march to the redoubt at the head of two 
battahons: feizing the moment when the Turks 
fallied from their entrenchments, he attacked the 
tedoubt ; the battalion of the twenty-fecond and 
twenty-ninth demi-biigades leaped into the ditch, 
climbvd the parapet, and carried the work. Muf- 
tapha Pacha now ftrove, but in vain, to rally his 
troops, which were forced on every point. Genera] 
Murat traverfed the pofitions of the Turks, and 
puthing as far as the ditches af the fort of Aboukir, 
completed the confufion that had taken place in their 
ranks. The Turks fled on every fide, and threw 
themfelves into the fea: the greater part could nat 
reach their veffels, and the remainder of the army, 
except the garrifon, farronnded and taken with Mul- 
tapha Pacha, perifhed in the waves, . 

This vigtory was attended with confidessble lofs 
to the French, who had a great number ded ; 
among whom was general Murat, and the chief of 
brigade Cretin, who died of they wounds. . The fort 
of ir, fummoned to fuprender the day Mfter the 

, was defended with defperete fary ; $a¢ Turks 
ning the idea of a capitalation with araw in 
hands, After eight days of fierce bombardment, 
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hashed cn the cafe wns tig but a heap of 
rele; of thie packs, his yw, and two then- 
fast Saab, disor dobn sie artes dat fervent 

~— foners: dye French foowd in the foit 


_Smith,.it fs faid, arriving at Aboukir 

__. hil of the nowvoy, was a witne of this 

retreat, without “it in his r, as at Bt, 

er le Rs 

ron, wejted to eta y on 

te gather np the wrecks'of an expedtion from which 

the Porte had expedted the extcromnatiéi of the re- 
mnains of the French army, ' 

‘On the day after the battle, Bonaparte seturned 
to Alexandria’ ‘he had teceived intelligence of the 
firft reverfe which the armies of the republic had ex- 
a in Italy, and on the Rhine, and of the 

gyles which were teking in France. Re- 
folving to return to Europe, he meditated on his de- 
patture in fecret. Thinking the viQory of Aboukir 
was an honourable teythination of the wat in the Eat, 
he confecrated the femory of the principal officers 
he had loft there ag well as at the fiege of St. John 
d’Acre, by annexing their names to different forts 
repaired, or newly" conftrn&ed for. the defence of the 
town and ports of Alexandria. , 

On his return to Cairo, he employed himéelf in 
re-eflablifhing the police of the country, and culti- 
vated the affections of the people by new attentions 
to their religious prejudices. Two commiffions of 
artifts left or, with a ftrong oe 2 vift the 
monuments t. To accomplith other 
ral icmp sae to quit bis army, and 
truft his fortune to the waves: he difclefed his pro- 
jeGs only to Berthicr; and gave orders to admiral 
Gautheaume to prepare two frigates, without infortn- 
ing him of the deftination of thofe veffelg: the per- 
fons on whom ‘i a a favour of 
aecompanying him, were the generals, Lannes, Mar. 
mont, Marat and Andreofii ; together fal 
and Berthollet: Baffieres, and his guides, recerved 
fcaled notes, which they were to open at a certain 
day, hour, and place. A fimilar packet, to be open- 
ed twenty-four heurs after the =i aad of the 
vefiels, was deftined for general Kleber, containing 
reps eae en chief command, and to Defaix 

It wes al the ee @ Auguit, that 
Bonapatte, waiting for» favourtble wind, left the 
road of Aboukir, «: fier’ the ifland of Corfica. 
He anchored at Ajaccié, the firk of snber, and 
left “it fever days after. having 

not 
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yound it, cntersd.the pert of Erejits; and landed on 
the fourteenth of September, the forty-feyenth’day 
after his dupartevetisomiEgypt:> - 3: |. 
Such, howdeer, is the-aecouny given hy general 
Berthier, on hiseeon from P with Bonaparte: : 
A new regulution gow took in the government 
ef France.» Bonnparte on his reas om Fey cif. 
placed the direftory, diffolved the council df *, 
=e — a kind of diGatorial windes the 
ti ‘ Conful, according to a..new conftitu- 
tion whiskbe 35 sotrigw = Saves had procared 
to to this ach he, was in 
fipremesuthority, hhezpromifed to take ef- 
foiual rheafefesto termmate tha miferios ail cald- 
mities of war. (tha parfuance of this proshife, onthe 
very day-on- which he entered’ on hié new dignity, 
he addrof immediately tp re of 
hich ke-exprefied & with sa Com. 
tos pacifications dndsin 
m ’ 


Groat: Britsba; id 
trisuveetietemllly 

BM. Ralleyrand; to the 
‘* an immediate falpent 
potentisries on each fide 
or ane other town es ad 
the quiekniefs of the refpeftive communications; and 
who fhould feduloufly apply theniéelves to effets the 
re-eftabifhment of peace and harofony between the 
French republic aud Englgnd.” The Britifh mi- 
niftrv, hawever, mantfefled no inclination to avcede 


to the overture, cheatin perhaps, that the new 
not 







government of France yet acquired fuffi. 
cient ftability to engagein a treaty; and en 

by the oe brea had attended or ae 
allies m t ; campaign, they dbped 
fhould be skle {hill sere elfeGnally to humble and 
weaken France by a continuance of the war. 


Soon after the confular government had been 
efiablithed in France, the flate of the newly acquired 
offeffions in Egypt became deplorable. ‘The dif 
ntions_in’ Syria, between the grand vizier, who 
inidhded. the Ottoman sxawy, end Djezzar, the 
pacha of St. John d’ Acre, had fafpended, for atime, 
the.fate ef the French . » who wookd 
have fallen an ealy Brey to the impstuofity of the 
French arasy under , had not the valour of 


* The manner of te's difolving the council of 
end forms a fubje which 
ted id: pay of.cur embellithmeats. 


ficers and gr 
A vehement agita- 


ie immediately arofe among part of the members, who 






iers, 


pitately from their feats towgr parte, 
i him, snd puthéed him back with vidlence: at 
this -fAifant he was alfailed by cries from different parts 
of Yhe fall, of «« Down with the tyrant! Kill him! out- 
law hina! This Ss the monient to deliver ‘France!” A 
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$1 
— relieved him from all = 
dirofied his axms again§.his.deliverera, and the 
visierwas compli fr atime to empy hfe 
in the hoftilities of this aad un- 
ied. At this °F igi yey. dean eesheaton 
beaigerg tate ney Smith, as caged 
plenipotentiary’ 1s Britannic majefty near 
Ottoman Porte, anil the lrench general Kleber. . S.r 
thes eace coll never be feBedvll Egyme ves 
a peace never be € [gypt waa 
eractte bs ta nigh bo wot by the 
{peedy exeaktion to any negotia- 
didn: ant saxpmedied hin withes that their clicih 
comniusidétions might il ghancey erg the evacya. 
tion of that country; which would Jeed the way toz 
definitive arrangement. 

To the letter of the Englith plenipstentiaryg ge. 
eral Kleber fignified his difpofition te engage in 
fech 2 negociatioh; and, after fome delay, a con- 
fegatioe was held betwaan the commifienies appointed 
by Kleber, and fir ‘Si Smith, on beard the 
Tiger. During thefe tranfattions, vizier 
feng detachments from his arm at Gaza, 
to befiege El-Arifch, of which he obtained poffef. 
fron the feventh day after the attack. An armiftice 

had been adjufted in the: interval, but the veffel 
which was difpatched with the notice, having been 
prevented by a tempettyfsom approaching the coat, 
the fiege and capture of this avant.polt of Egypt 
took place, After feveral conferentves, and a feries 
of correfpondence, Kicber finding that no other con- 
praia could be ee = the free a 
of Egypt, agreed to @ definitive arrangement for 
this dard Reing thus critically fituated, having 
an immenfe multitude to oppofe without, and ene- 
mies within, ddvdly lefs formidable im the difaffettion 
of the Egyptrans, and in the plague which had bo- 
gun its ravages, and which daly dimumithed his 
army, he gave orders to affent to a convention for 
the evacuation of the country, which was figned at 
the camp of the vizier, before El-Arifch, the 
‘twenty-fourth of January, 1800. 

As lord Grenviile’s anfwer to the notes tran{mitted 

‘ by Bonaparte tothe king and the Enghth mumftry, 
peremptorily refufed al) negociations far peace, ex 
cept on the condition of the re-cftablithment of mo- 


member att to flab him with » dagger, but the 
blow was ed off by a i e vehemence 
of the members was not confined to words: feveral 
ftarted from their feats, and rufhed tewards the'door, im- 


ting vengeance, and practifing menacing gefticula- 
toe: Bona te hood fpeechlefs, but the clbceri and 
renadiers who were behind him, fa ofing him to be in 
danger, gathered rpund him, and him out of the 
rbom, trembling atid almoft fuffocated with paffion ; but, 
with his ufual adidréfs, a few days relieved him from thefe 
apparent infurmountable di ies. i, 
&P 


narchy, 


its retreat into Poland, in confequence of peramp- 
tory orders from the emptror Paul, reached 
middle of January. 
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every profpe& ee on the arrival] 
Kray, the fixteenth of February, to fu- 
ai ate the — of 
army in a. was again to 
fword, the pra rernment, 0 uered in 
tation, was obliged to accept c e, 
f preparations were made for apeiiig 
sees : oe i place in Ital 
was now important in Italy, 
im the of the Freaclss aad ie war us mach 
the obje& of the ambition of the houfe of Auftzia, as 
was that of the folicitude of the French republic. 
ben Maffena was appointed to the command of 
the republican army in Italy, he found it in a mo& 
deplorable conditien; not only reduced to half its 
number by the fword, but fo oppreffed with difeafe 
and famine, that the lof fuftained by thole dire.ra- 
vages, during 2 winter's abode ist the territeries of 
Genoa, amounted nearly to twenty thoufand men 5 
he had therefore, in a great m 
the army of which be went to take the cammand ; 
and this, by prudence and ibaa he in fome 
effected. Maffers applied for a rein- 
forcement, but inftead of the fixty thonfked men he 
6 lf oly 
as we 
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had been promrfed, he found 
twenty-four thouftunt, which he i 
as be was able, but the French army was! 


thas they had only the choc of to evil, that of 
ntexiyg, Cul agal a un- 
der the command at Mele, 6 of being ed ip 


in Genga, which wa> defitute of provifions, and 
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if not. 
sieeeenrest de Bethe Se Come 
on WAS or 
anette Letiinin’ The by fea, 
wap now-cet off. A few days pn » & Certain 
$ blockade therefore taken 
ieee ths coes ck kare Gaamcaaly Rarecceead 


i The Anficians 
were not froth thofe dice affets; far as 
the rofideuce of the in Gensa,; to which 
they had teen fent by the French, — have 
been attended with danger, ia the fiate of ded 
to which the worden; Mans frt om 
ibs ut ds cic © sans a Monta gee: 

to é 
set tins conkeadanad Cs dubcthass pomeeaee OF 
this difiribstion, wretched as it wes, & might seadily 
adit peri Peg idea bo formed of 

can 
poet a poge Brgy ect 
Goel fe Seay seen ot ee 
in 
feries; and fach was the ste of delperstion to 


been ; 
oa vending his orders, dulsiched s.coanter fe 
fignifying, that if thajq manicures 4 
- : ae , a 
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piping ragryp ojo ia tarts 
on \ an , in which 
be made cight hundeed tprifoners, gained potfefion, 
pon. vena li wile i Sregnable fortrels 
Lecourbe, according to orders, diredted his courfe 
on the rear of the Auftrian army at Stockech, while 


oollaGing his centre and left divifi 
the village of 


Engen, and after a def gement, zed all 
gen, an a te > feized all 
the of the Imperdlifs, wins half furrounded, 

é their setreat during the night into Motkirch. 
The lofs of the Auftrians on this day, amounted to up- 
wards of ten thoufand men, of which four thoufand 
were prifeners. As this mode of attack had been 


unfu geese and confequently unprovided for, the 


a fuccefiion of defeats compelled general 

Kray to concentrate his forces areund Uhm, while 
geneval Mogeau eftablifhed his head quarters at 
Nemingen, ooapying the country between the 
rivers Yell and Lech. In this pofition, two divifions 
of the French army fuftained an attack from the 
whole force of general Kray. After an obftinate 
“‘Multrians-ta x prec retreat’ acrofs 

the Danube during the ninte, ciding two thowfand 
ptifoners to thofe already taken. . Another engage- 
ment enfued, the comfequence of which was, that the 
retreat of the Aufirians to the left of the Danube, 
made the French mafters of the eleGtorate of Bayaria 
tothe right; Ulm wis invefied, and theis head quar. 
ters efiahlithed withontiiirther appofition at Munich. 


The, French army: of stfesve, which bad been 
forming at Dijon, mow i 
Kealy, te was 
requved reinfi 





St9 
his immediate affiftance, feemed to codutenange the 
deisGies, by*temaining wt* Pais. ae lef 
that city on the fifth of May, and at Dijen, 
from after paffing in review the 

‘theré, he = sons J to Genoa. Remain- 
ing a fhort time in the Pays de Vaud, he joined 
the army of referve, who were affembled at the fort 
of Mount St. Hemmerd. The progrefs and viGories 
of the French army exceeded all conception. They 
paffed the Alps, obtained the battle of Remano; 
paffed the river Teffino, entered the city of Milan, 
and took Pavia and Piacenza. In order to enter the 
valley of Aofte, Bonaparte found i€ neceffary to tra- 
verfe, for more than twehty Italian miles, the moun- 
tain called the Greit Saint » fituated between 
thofe of Simplon and Mont Blac. From Mar- 
tinach to St. Peter's, the road, thongh extremely, 
bad, was not abfolutely untrodden $° human abodes,. 

tion, and pafturage were found: but after 
bh Sa this region, nature prefented no obje& to- 
the eye, but fnow and naked rocks. From Saint 

8, it is about three leagues to the fummit of 
St. Bernard, by a roed which is impaffable by two- 
men a-breaft. 

A monaftery prefents itfelf at the top of this 
mountain, from Re founder of which it derives its- 
name. The tenants, highly celebrated for reftuing 
and reftoring travellers who havevttrayed, or are be- 
numbed, or even buried in the fngw, were on this 
occafion made auxiharies to Bonaparte, who was not 
now to be taught how much any cireumftance, pro- 
ducing an appearance of dramatic effe&t, would ani- 
mate his own followers, and impofe on the reft of 
mankind. The progrefs of the foldiery had hitherto- 
been extremely fingular. For tranfporting the ar-’ 
tillery, genérak}Marmont, and brigadier general! 
Gaffend:, contrived two ingenious devices: the firft 
was, to hollow ont trunks of trees like canoes, ine 
which were depofited the artillery and mortars, then: 
a hundred men hammefling themfelyes to a cable, 
d the piece along, while others, furnifhed 
with handfpikes, to prevent its falling over the 
cipices, direG@ted its courfe. The other pe 
was the ule of fledges on caftors; the gen-carriagés: 
being taken to pieces, were srenfparted feparately, 
except the carriages.of four-pounders, which were* 

laced on a kind of litter, and conveyed entire.. 
The caiffons were etnptied, and the ammunition, 
ftowed in chefts, borne by men er mutes, * Every’ 
particular in the ‘expedition hithetto favoured of 
romance; the folitude of the foene, the coneufrence 
of individual efforts to the general advantage, which 
conflituted every man a hero; the y of the 
route, and the of its efits, all sided 
the predifpofitien to lofty ce itions, which the 
mod judicious travellers have dbferved°to’ prevail in 
mountainous countries. While the troops were thas 
anmated, and their imaginations exalted, sa rt 


a 


ining chet eventhe felace of 
seein © with the gy fihaity of 
, end a Lh ek. 
the mesa a sitar had 

vr tke 


eytet 
tt fe mom aod, 


one on the fm0w, 
able lw iy cere and delicious wines, 


were fuddenly beheld ; and. the holy fathers humbly 
oie the army to partake of their humble aig 
n defending from St. Bernart to Verney, the 
rk village in ont, @ wea diminithed 
but eapwecritll: For about a leaghe, a rad 
is ona mountain ; the horfeman 
‘muft lead or follow his beaft, as he cannot paar 
a-breaft without, the, peril of falling into an abvés: 
-on-one fide, the yoad is bounded with tremendous 
precipices; en the other, mountains of {now, fuf- 
pended over the head of the paffenger, threaten to 
defend in bare gparmeers on Ach him, 
every , in their irrefifhble courfe. 
In the defeat, eat de the foldiers adepted the 
rated of fliding over the polifhed fhow, to abriti 
their toll, The general himfelf, it is faid, fet t 
example; and many who followed it, reached ina 
few palais a — ee . the bottom, at aa 
t eoulg not have arriv > 
lee tume than feveral boars Duty thi aa whole. 
journey, no other lofs was fuftained than a piece of 
artillery, and three men carried away by an ave- 
lanche, and four or five horfes, by falling down the 
recipices. As they defcended, the sir gradually 
eile milder, and pa and flowers again relieved 
their eyes; and in an hour afterwards, the heat 
was food be intolerable : a fa aha 
army experienced, in one day, ions 
of winter, fpriag, and fummer. Toa alice after this ad- 
venture, the French received intelligence, e, by means 
of the intercepted correfpondence of the Auftnan 
pieige alias yale in Genoa. . 
It was notti uccqur had vanifhed, 
and the French gener Maffene affena had feen fifteea thou- 
fand of the tants of Genea perith fromablolute 
thet he eat deign to enter into # negoci- 
ation for the delivery ef the place. This negocte- 
tion was ¢tacluded on the fourth of May, the prin- 
sods article of which flated, pete of Genoa, 


uence of which 


dafelane were in peter 


defended with demas of fifteen 
Sa 


* with 
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bat gir albert 


beta tr 
i 
betied Yet about tees au ees ee 
Ritiéufand arte purfied, 
: Thsreitverr ie days foitowod pA d 
wis mM ‘a 
peer Unable to impede the progrets of 
rench ‘ey* partial detachwienits, Meles, wh 
was now blockaded in Piekeccnt, Gibabled the ike 
af his forces between! Aletta eid’ Tertona, that! 
he might erefh the eneniy by ofte.firoks, or open 
himfe acrols % whe Mineio? Aor ‘we join the! 
Anfirian di ons on the fet! detaching 
different corps from the main army, 46° b Rreogttien 
various pofte, and'defend the pallages of the river, 
Bonaparte, with the remaindty, matched to meet 
aah rics attire the Frenuhlaceordinsty 
Se a. 
fants, which they esantabed 


take poltut 
froth whieh ‘the oe ae * Had ivy ed 
to retive beyond Laer the Bornaids. “Fhe Frenclt' were at 
firlt attr at’ = Adfizians‘abundon a fitu. 
ation im poe ph the great a fuperiority of 
ote that they intended 

dine tee, or the Teflino, dr to march by’ 
selec qere apa te freftrate thet 


of the-French was at- 
pene gece! and the Auftrisns, by the difplay of focel 
forces, manifefted their intention of 
Reg ripoliy the orders of gen 
im i 
— peri dies jpulaal mapas : 
the ve scp D the 

Ronis, a generel Lasme’s 8 ion right 
wing, Thee ermy, fermed > Said 
fupported elptrn 

The Anfivians 


Vi er 
vias. formed 


b gen fianked by a confiderab 
oir a moment by a bri. 
Ad ths centre 
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French preferved their ranks, and inftantly fupplied 
the place of thofe who fell by frefh troops. 

Vi&ory now feemed to declare in favour of the 
Auftrians, whofe numerous cavalry covered the plain, 
fupported by feveral fquadrons of light artillery 
At this critical moment, the grenadiers of the con- 
fular guard marched to oppo the right, the only 
column that had continued firm. They advanced, 
and refolutely fuftained three fucceffive charges. At 
this moment, came up Monier’s divifion, which made 
part of the corps de referve: This divifion was 
ordered to attack the battalions which protefed the 
Aufirian ie , part of which were in purfuit of 
the centre and left of the French. At the plain of 
St. Juliano, the referve under Defaix was drawn up 
in two lines, fupported by the artillery under Mar. 
mont, and by the cavalry under Kellerman. Behind 
this corps the fugitives of the centre and left formed ; 
the prefence of Bonaparte, who rapidly flew from 
rank to rank, re-eanimated the foldiers, and at four 
in the afternoon, the battle which had raged for feven 
hours; was recommenced with ‘vigour. 

The Auftrians, fecure of the vi&ory, having 
routed two-thirds of the French ‘army, intended to 
furround the remainder, not confidering the divifion 
yet wnattacked. They had improvidently wafted 
their ftrength, and fcattered their battalions, in the 
eagernefs of purfuit. Bonaparte inftantly perceived 
the advantages which this eagernefs gave him. De- 
faix at the Feed of his legion, impetuoufly rufhed 
forwards among the vi€torious battalions, whom he 
charged with the bayonet. The remainder of the 
divifion followed this movement, and the whole 
army, catching the enthufiafm, advanced to the 
charge. The Auftrians, aftonifhed at this fudden ex- 
poe withdrew their artillery, and the infantry 
jegan to give way. At this moment Defaix fell. 
The lofs of whom, inftead of difconcerting, only 
heightened the ardour of the troops into a furv to 
avenge his death. The bayonet, which had driven 
back vie firft line of the Auftrians, could not pierce 
the fecond. The refiftance of the Auftrians checked 
for a moment the French in their career, and the 
event of the day was ftill doubtful ; but its fate was 
at length fixed by general Kellerman, who, seg) 
a charge of cavalry, threw the Auftrians into dif- 

order, and made ey thoufand men prifoners, among 
whom were the general Zagg, general &. Julien, 
and many other officers of diflindton. 

A third line of Auftrian infantry remained as a corps 
de referve, {upported by the reft of the artillery, and 
the. whole of the cavalry. inf this la{t divifion, 
the right wing of the French advanced, with the 

renadiers of the confular guard, and fupported by 
the spatl hes anaes ftill aac er its 
ound; but the French, ca » under Murat, hav- 
iy c the Auftrien cavalry, the latter gave 
ox. UI. No. 136, 
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way, and was completely routed. Night only ter- 
mninated the carnage aed aaa os 

The French boaft of having wounded, killed, and 
taken about fifteen thoufand men; the vi@ory was 
fignal on their part, but their lofs was equal to that 
of the army they had to combat. As far as glo 
belongs to thefe ations, hittory will record this 
battle as honourable to both parties. It would 
be endlefs to enumerate the particular traits of he. 
roifm which was this day eahibited. On the next, 
general Melas, finding his fituation no longer te- 
nable, propoted an armiftice, which was accepted by 
Bona: The principal conditions of this armi- 
flice were the free paffage of the Auftrians into the 
territory of Mantua, Tufcany, and Ancona, and the 
furrender of the whole of Piedmont and Genoa to 
the French. The armiftice, which was concluded 
for Italy alone, was to continue till an anfwer could 
be returned from the court of Vienna. 

The general of the imperial army in Germany 
endeavoured to take advantage of this armiftice in 
Italy, to top the progrefs of the troops under Mo- 
reau; but the French: general had nat liftenced to the 
propofition ; on the contrary, finding himfelf in pof- 
feflion of the capital, and the principal part of Ba- 
varia, Moreau detached Lecourbe towards the Tyrol, 
to feize on the Voralberg and the Grifons, and form 
a jun&ion with the army of Italy. A fufpenfign of 
arms having again been made, andCount St. Julien 
having arrived at Paris in July with propofals for 
peace, fuppofed to be from the imperial cabinet, an 
armiflice was at leugth concluded for the armies in 
Germany, leaving for the line of demarcation the 
pofts occupied by the refpeétive armies. 

During thefe tranfactions, intelligence arrived in 
Europe of the fudden and extraordinary change of 
affairs in Egypt. The arrival of the troops accord- 
Ing to the terms of capitulation between General 
Kleber, the grand vizier, and fir Sidney Smith, had 
been daily expefted, and the ifle of Hyeres had been 
nominated for the performance of quarantine. No 
doubt had been entertained, but the Britifh cabinet 
would readily affent to the terms agreed on and 
figned by the plenipotentiary ; and though the in. 
firu&tions which lord Keith (late fir George Elphin- 
ftone) had reccived and tran{fmitted, deftroyed or 
fufpended this hope, the grand vizier and the French 

neral continued on good terms, conceiving that 
the Britih cabinet would not perfevere in its deter. 
mination. They had even concerted provifionary 
meafures, but & difficulty occufred which hindered 
the effeé& of thofe reciprocal difpofitions, The grand 
vizier, already mafter of Salahich, Catichobs, Bel- 
bois, Damuetta, a part of the Delta, and Upper 
Egypt, evacuated in virtue of the convention, re- 

uired the French to deliver up to bim the eitadel of 
Kleber 


airo, of which they were fill in poffeflion. 
6éQ ° refufed 
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refufed to abandon the only fortifed place which was 
left him after Alexandria. His refufal was comme. 
nicated to the grand vizier, with his refolution to re- 
fume holtilities ; for which he prepared lus army, by 
communicating the ignominieus propolitions in the 
letter from lord Keith. 

The French, equally indignant with their general, 
regardlefs of the Taperiotity of numbers they had to 
encounter, and the difficulty of their pofition, began 
to canmonade on the twentieth of March, at break 
of day, the Turkifh advanced pofts at Maturia, two 
leagues from Cairo. The grand vizier drew out his 
army, and eccupied the ground between that poft 
and the village Elhauca. The French army, con- 
fifting of fifteen thoufand men, includimg the cavalry 
on dromedaries, was ranged in two lines, and ex- 
tended half a leagne towards Boulac. The Turkith 
cavalry, at firft made fome partial attacks on the 
French infantry, but without much effe&. The 
Janiffaries, oppofed to the left wing of the French, 
advanced next, and attacked with great bravery, 
but, wanting artillery and ammunition, they were 
fpeedily obliged to fall back. Towards noon the 
French advanced on the whole line with a terrible 
fire of artillery and mufquetry ; thia brifk attack 
threw the Turks into diforder, and inftantly the 
whole army, confifting of forty thoufand men, fled 
in all dire&tions. The grand vizier withdrew to his 
camp, but was ébliged to abandon it the fame day, 
the French having advanced in two oblique lines to 


cut off his retreat. The route then became general. | 


Nineteen pieces of cannon and a part of the camp 
fell into the hands of the conquerors, whofe lofs was 
but trivial, as they met with a feeble refiftance. 
The lofs of the Turks amounted to eight thoufand 
men killed or wounded, exclufive of thofe who pe- 
rifhed in the defert. At the beginning of the a&tion, 
Nazon Pacha and Murad Bey paffed the rear of the 

ublican army into Cairo, where they maffacred 
whatever French they found, and ilaughtered num- 
bers of the Greeks and Copts. Kleber declined any 
further it of the Turkith army, invefted the 
eity of Cairo, which was in revolt againfl him, and, 
having taken poffeffion, punithed in an exemplary 
roanrer the cruelties which had been exercifed againit 


noche propolals of pence, which in Jaly had been 
peace, 
peel Faby Comm Jan, bd bn te 
u eat ween renc 
cabinet sad the court of Vienne. Whatever migtt 
be the hopes or fecret views of that cotet, the re- 
fatal of the ratification of the preliminaries was inti- 
mated isa note from the Heitith ¢ rmment, which 
sufRed thet a minifter thould bé fent to the congrefs 
he Laperille, conjointly with the plenipetentiaries of 


ilies of the Engitth in this year, were 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


—— connected with the maritime ferviee. A 
efcent on the coait of was refolved ou, the 
forts of Qniberon werd deltroyed, and other om- 
har were adoptad injurious to the French. 
From the Dutch, the ifand of Goree was taken, as 
well as the American ifand of Curacoa. Ferrol was 
threatened by a Britifh armament; but, though the 
see pei a” hee jel — y re- 
palli niards, were difcguraged from 
tttackis the place. Cadiz which hed aifo been 
cnnaated was layed by the fame improbability of 
fuceefs, ani the of being infe&ted with a con- 

ious difeafe, which was then prevalent in the gar- 
rifon, and among the inhabitants. 

Riots arofe, about this time in England, occafioned 
chiefly by the high price of corn. At Birrungham, 
and many other provinetal towns, sal apearere and 
afts of violence wore committed. The metropolis 
was for feverdl days alarmed by clamorous multi- 
tudes, but the chief magifirate, by his firmnefs and 
judicious condu&, prevented further outrages, 

To alleviate the preffure of dearth, the king pro- 
pofed to the parliamgnt, that the moft ample epcou- 
ragement fhould begiven to the importation of every 
fpecies of grain, and that meafures fhould be taken 

the extenfion and improvement of agriculture. 
A proclamation, recommending ceconomy, was iffued 
by his mafefty, exhorting “all mafters of families 
“ to reduce the confumption of bread by at leaft 
‘“ one third of the quantity confumed m former 
‘« times, aad in no cafe to fuffer the fame to exceed 
‘© one quartern loaf for each perfon in each week ; 
‘¢ to abftain from the ufe of flour in ; and re- 
‘¢ ftri@ the confumption of oats and other grain for 
rs a fubfiftence eed Cake sa were in- 

D repared, prohibiting the ule o in in 
diftistion, and the aiportutine of coviaa of 
any denomination. 

A difpatch from &r Hyde Parker, received at the 
Admiralty-office on the twenty-feventh of January, . 
1800, announced that Hamilton of thesSuxt” 

rize, formed a refolution of attempting to cut out, 
y the boats of his majefty’s fhip under his com- 
mand, the Hermione'from the harbour ofPorto Cas 
vail, which had formerly belonged to his majetty ; 
nor was he induced to abandon his proje&, ¢ ugh 
two hundred tai of cannon were mounted on t 
: e turned 


batteries. the hands up, to acquaint the 
officers und fhip’s company of his intentions to lead 
them to the attack, which was haadfomely returned 


with three cheers, and that they would all follow to 
aman: the boats, e i fee a 
chading efficers, at ve in 
of the ‘twinty-fifth (after hurmg beat the Inuach a 
the fhip; sores ‘@ twenty-four powder Paar 
tweet . feveral 
arms tren the thoes) bonded: tfc 
+ taken 
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taken gen oe bagi much peaproke! the 

Arter. i oint a quarter of an hour, 
wie a dreadfal carnage took place; the main-deck 
held out much longer, and with equal flaughter ; 
they laft of all retreated to the "tween decks, and 
contigued firing till their ammunition was expended : 
then, and not till then, did they ery for quarter. At 
two o'clock they were completely in poffetlion of the 
Hermione, She was nearly ready for fea, mounting 
forty-four gans, with a {hip’s company of three hun- 
dred and twenty-one officers and fuilors, and fifty- 
hx foldiers. [very officer and man behaved with an 
uncommon degree of valour and exertion. 

The French and Imperial armies were now pre- 
paring to open the ones a fecond time. ‘The 
ituation ‘of affaiys roufed the imperial court to a 
feeming temporary effort of perfonal courage. The 
emperor fignified his refolution of putting himfelf, 
with his brother the archduke John, at the head of 
the army; hoping that this example, together with 
the general danger, would reanimate the courage of 
the Germans, and engage the fubjects of the empire 
to join themfelvas to his imperial majefty, to fecure 
an honourable peace. 

Conforming to the refcript of the imperial minifter 
to the diet, the emperor, and his brother the arch- 
duke John, repaired to the army, where the latter 
entered on his office as commander in chief. On 
his arrival in this charaétcr, he received a letter from 

eneral Moreau, which had juft been tranfmitted 
bom Paris, and which he thus literally tranfcribed : 
“‘ Inform the general who commands the Auftrian 
army, that the emperor refufes to ratify the preli- 
minaries of peace, and that you are obliged to re- 
commence hoftilities. You may, however, agrec to 
an armiitice of a month, on condition that places of 
furety be immediately put into your poffefion.” Ge- 
neral Moreau at the fame time fent an officer to ftate 
the terms of this new armiftice, or notify the com- 
mencement of hoftilities the following day. A nearer 
review'of the ftate of his forces, and the peremptory 
demand of General Moreau, induced the emperor to 
adopt more pacific fentiments; in confequence of 
which, the imterview between the archduke John 
and the French general, Lahorne, ended in an ar- 
rangement for another armiftice, which included 
the armies of Italy alfo, and was to terminate in 
forty-five days, if no definitive arrangements took 

lace in the mean time. The treaty was figned at 
Frobenlinden on the twentieth of September. 

During thefe pacific proceedings in Germany, a 
negotiation for peace va a at wines In 
the heginning of Augnit, Mr. t, the empe- 
rors prime-minifter, had arldretied a note to M. 
Talleyrang, in which he tranfmitted by order of his 
; ial majefby, an invitation to the Firft Conful 
to nominate plenipotentiarias to treat on this {ubje ; 
declaring at thg time that his Britannic ma- 
§ * . 


» 
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leity was difaak: to concur in this negotiation, as 
had been announced in a note of Lord Miato's, the 
Engh.b minifter at Vienna. Lord Minto had therein 
declared that his Britannic majefty was ready to fend 
his plenipotentiarics to treat of peace, in concert 
with the emperor, as toon as the French govern. 
me it fhould have fignificd its intention of entering 
into negotiation with the cabinet of St. Jame,’s, 
The French government immediately difpatched 
to M. Otto, commiffary for the exchange of 
prifoners in lingland, a copy of the propofitions 
made by the cabinet of Vienna, with inftrn&ions 
aoe into a negotiation with the Englih mi- 
niftry. 

M. Otto communicated his inftruétions to lord 
Grenville, the moft important of which was, that he 
was authorifed to propofe and conclude a general 
armiftice between the armics and fleets of the ftates 
implicated in the treaty. The commiffioners met on 
the twenty-eighth of Auguft, but the refult of this 
negotiation was unfavourable to peace, The French 
inifted on a naval armiftice, and demanded great 
preliminary advantages, declaring they would not 
confent to a general treaty, unlefs thefe requifitions 
fhould be complied with. The fpirit of the court 
revolted from this i ga and the conference and 
correfpondence ended. The rupture of this nego- 
tiation was followed by that of the continental ar- 
miftice, which had not afforded timé to the bellige- 
rent powers to recruit their fhattered forces, in order 
to renew the conteft. 

The winter pra oe opened in November, when 
the Auftrians at firft gained fome advantage , but 
were at length overcome by the kill and prowels of 
General Moreau. Prompted by fome inconfidcrable 
fucceffes, the Imperialifts were induced to abandon 
their flrong pofitions on the river Iun, where the 
might have made a long refiftance. Leaving this ad- 
vantageous pofition, they marched upon the army of 
the French, flationed near the village of Hohenlin- 
den. Morcau, who had waited for them in the po- 
fitions he had taken, met the attack as if he had in- 
tended only to keep himfelf on the defenfive, and 
this hefitation in the French general was confirued 
by the Auftrians into a difinclination to come to a 
decifive a&tion ; but this error was not of long dura- 
tion. While the Auftrians, confident of victory, 
were endeavouring to force Moreau to fome deter- 
minate purpofe, they were aftonithed to find a 
French divifion in their rear, led on by Richepanfe 
and Decaer. Forthis moment of furprife and confu- 
fion Moreau had waited. This moment of hefitation in 
the Auftrian army was the fignal for attack : the French 

enerals Grenier and Ney, down their divi- 
fionson the Auftrian lines, and met thofe of Riche- 
panfe and Decaer. Thefe laft divifions having innu- 
merable obftacles to encounter, had performed pro- 


digies of valour. 
Richepanfe, 
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Richepanfe, cut off from the ret of his divifion, 
without looking behind him, had marched with five 
or fix battalions into the midf.of the Auftrians. 
The imperial army, furprifed, broken, -and over- 
whelmed, endeavoured to retreat; but, ingulphed 
in defiles and woods, and {urrounded by enemies, 
no mode of efcaping or rallying prefented itfelf, and 
in the bees of a league and a half the carnage was 
tremendous. The centre of the Auftrian army had 
fled or perifhed. The defeat of the centre confe- 
quently drew on that of the wings. - The French 
remained mafters of the field, with eighty pieces of 
cannon, two hundred caiffons, ten thoufand prifon- 
ers, and a confiderable number of officers, among 
whom were three generals, 

This vi€tory decided the campaign in favour of the 
French, and the battle of Hehenlinden, and the 

affage of the Inn, had thrown not only the court of 

ienna, but alfo the capital, into the greateft con- 
fufion, and, in proportion to the prefumption of the 
former, was now its terror and dread of feeing the 
French foon at the gates. One refource yet remain- 
ed, fince that of arms had proved ineffetual; and of 
that the imperial court was fufficiently prudent at 
this crifis to take advantage. 

Prince Charles, who quitted the command of the 
army at the opening of the campaign, and who re- 
treated into honourable exile, as governor of Bohe- 
mnia, for declaring his opinion refpeting the events 
of the war, which the refult had juftified, was again 
reforted to as the faviour of his country. The court 
had flattered itfelf that his prefence and efforts would 
ence more eftablifh an equilibrium of force with 
the French, and conceived hopes that its military 
affairs were yet retrievable—This charm was now 


* About tlhistime, Bonaparte, deferting the accuftomed 
forms of diplomatic procceding, addrefled a letter to the 
hing of Giest Britain, which was inclofed in one from 
Talleyrand to lord Grenville. He atked, whether the 
war was to be cterna]? Whether the two powerful na- 
tions of France and Great Britain could not come toa 
muiual underftanding? And expeéted this qverture, to be 
confidered as a proof of his delire to contribute effica- 
cioufly for the fecond time, to a oe ification. 
Lord Grenville anfwered Talleyrand, by obferving, that 
the king, feeing no reafon for departing from the forms 
of seaaieliig affairs between foreign which pre- 
vailed throughout Furope, had dire&ed him to anfwer 
the propofitions of the firft eonful, by a note to his mi- 
nifter. He traced the condué of France from the origin 
of the exrfting hoftilities, and noticed the repeated af- 
furances made by every fucceeding government of pacific 
intentions, while all their a&s were r with war. The 
new government had given no proofs of a difpofition to 
adopt a different fyftem, nor could-any affurance be given 
of its fiability. The beft affurance which Great Britain 
could receive of the formation of a regular government 
in France, would be the reftoration of that race af princes, 
who, fer fo many ages, preferved the French nation in 
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diffolved: the prince, though adored by the’ arary 
perceived thot this ailareaeat was departed and 
the foldier of every rank hailed his return, not as 
the hero who was to, lead them to viGory, but as the 
herald who was to condn& them to peace. The 
archduke, whatever hopes he might entertain at the 
moment of his recal, faw, on his arrival at the army, 
that they were deftitute of foundation. Before, how- 
ever, he refolved on making a fubmiffiona, which, 
from yarious circumftances, he prefumed muft be 
almoft unconditional, he refolved on making a laft 
attempt. This attempt was unfuccefsful; the Auf- 
trians were feverely defeated, and, after lofing about 
eight thoufand mén, withdrew in difordcr behind 
the Ens. This event convinced the imperial ca- 
binct of the truth of what the archduke had repeat- 
edly afferted, in his correfpondence, from the time 
of his recal,' that there was no fafety for the Aufirian 
monarchy, but in peace, at any rate; fince, in the 


|. fpace of twenty days, the army had loft feventy 


leagues of ground, twenty-five thoufand prifoners, 
fifteen thoufand killed or wounded, one hundred- 
and-forty pieces of, cannon, and immenfe magazines 
of all defcriptions, while the enemy was in a pofition 
to di@ate orders to the capital. An armiftice was 
therefore offered, on the twenty-feventh of Decem- 
ber, and accepted by Moreau, on condition that 
peace fhould, without delay, follow this third ceffa- 
tion of hoftilitie, A convention was foon after 
agreed on for the fame purpofe in Italy hetween the 
generals Bellegarde and Brune, in which the Auf. 
trians ceded to the French the fortified places they 
had left behind them untaken, including Mantua, 
which was given up by the fubfequent convention of 
Luneville *. em 
i ¢ 


internal profperity, and in confideration and refpect 
among foreign powers. But, though fuch an event would 
obviate every obitacle, his majefty did not confider it in- 
difpenfable to the attainment of a fafe and durable 

ace; but whenever he fhould be of opinion that the 
fecarity of his own dominions, and thofe of his allies, and 
the general fecurity of Europe, could be attained, he 
would eagerly feize the opportunity to concert with his 
allies, the means of an immediate and general pacifica- 
lion. Hitherto no fuch fecurity exifted ; and nothing re- 
mained for him but to levees in conjunction with the 
other powers, a juft and defenfive war. 

At theclofe of this year, a plan was faid to be formed 
for the affafination of the fir conful, whofe conduét had 
procured him many enemies. It was propofed to be car- 
ried into execution by means of gun-powder, and the 
conftru@tion of what has fince been termed the eer 
machine, This machine was nothing more than a barrel 
filled with gun-powder, in which was to be inferted a 
match, to produce the explofion at a calculated moment. 
Thid barrel was conveyed in a cart, into the Rue Nicsifa, 
in the evening of the twenty-fourth of December, when it 
was known Be chief conful intended to be at the opera. 
The Rue Nicaife being a narrow ftreet, teading from the 

uille 
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The negotiations at Luneville were now carried 
on with odnfiderable difpatch. The French army, 
by the convention of the late armiftice, poffeffing 
part of the hereditary dominions of the houfe of 
Auftria, within thirty leagues of the capital, and 
ruafters of the whole of Italy, gave the republic a 
decided preponderance with refpe& to the conditions 
of peace, which were rather diétated than difcuffed. 
By this treaty, the emperor formally ratitied the 
ceffion of the Belgic provinces, renounced by the 
treaty of Campo Formio. The whole of the country, 
Jeft of the Rhine, forming the four new depart- 
ments, and which had been hitherto previoufly go- 
verned by the French, the ceffion of which had been 
ftipulated for, and affented to, at the congrefs of 
Raftadt, was given up; henceforth the Rhine, from 
Switzerland to Holland, fhould confequently form 


Thuilleries to the opera, it was fuppofed he would pafs 
through it at a certain time after he had afcended his car- 
riage ; but, left the velocity of. his horfes and the burn- 
ing of the match fhould not keep in unifon, the cart with 
the machine was fo placed as to impede the paffage. 
The coachman not only drove unufually faft, but had the 
addrefs, in driving through the ftreet, to pafs the cart 
which was intended to obftruét the way. The conlul and 
his fuite had proceeded to another ftreet before the ex- 
plofion took place, which, failing in the purpofe for 
which it was defigned, was deftru@tive to thofe who were 
in its neighbourhood, killing fume, wounding others, and 
fhattering the buildings to their foundations. This at- 
tempt was at firft attributed to the royalift party, but it 
was foon agreed that none were capable of conceiving 
or executing fuch a project, but the Jacobins, An ex- 
he rey punifhment was therefore declared neceffary, 
and thofe who firft fuffered for this a&t, were two indk 
viduals, in whofe poffeffion were found a barrel of 
powder and fome combuftible machinery; and fome of 
thefe not being able to give a fatisfa€tory account, they 
were fentenced to be fhot, and afterwards fuffered that 
punifhment. The further refearches of the prefect of 
the police, warranted a conclufion, that it was certainly 
a Jacobin confpiracy, in confequence of which one hun- 
dred and thirty-two were arrefted; and, though there 
was not any fpecific charge againft thefe individuals, 
and it was impoffible to convict them by a regular trial, 
an aét of police banifhed them beyond the feas. 

* At the court at St. James’s, the firft of January, 1801, 
prefent the king’s moft excellent majefty in council, his 
majefty was pleafed to appoint by proclamation, that 
“the royal: ftyle and titles thall henceforth be accepted, 
taken, andufed, jn manner and form fellowing: that is 
to fay, the fame fhall be expreffed in the Latin tongue, 
"by thefe words: Georgius Tertius, Dei Gratid, Britan. 
" narum Rex, Fidei Defeafor; and in the Englith tongue, 
" by thefe words:—-George the Third, by the Grace of Gad, 
* of the United a aay of Great Britain and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith, And that the arms or enfigns ar- 
* morial of the faid united kingdom, faall be quarterly, 
* firft and fourth England; fecond Scotland; third Ire- 
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the limits of the German empire and the French re- 
public. In Italy, the poffeffion of the Imperial ficts 
was confirmed to the Ligurian republic, and the 
Cifalpine, which terminated at the river Mirren, was 
enlarged to the banks of the \lice, including Ve- 
rona. In confequence of thefe and other ceflions, 
the emperor was permitted to remain in poffeilion of 
Iftria, Dalmatia, the Venctian iflands in the Adr.atic 
depending on thofe countries, and of the ftate of 
Venice, as far as the Adige. Such were the prin 
cipal articles of this treaty, which was declared to 
be made in common with the Swils, Dutch, Cifal- 
ine, and Ligurian republics. It was figned at 
Paueville, by count Cobentzel on the part of the 
emperor, and Jofeph Bonaparte on tie part of the 
French republic, and was to be ratified in thirty 

days *, 
This 


‘Jand, And it is our will and pleafure, that there fhall 
be borne therewith, on an e.cuichcon of pretence, the 
“ aims of our dominions in Germany, cnfigned with the 
eleGtoral bonnet. And it is our will and pleafure, that 
the ftandard of the faid united kingdom, fhall be the 
‘fame quarterings as are herein-before declared to be 
the arms or enfigny aimovial of the faid united kings 
‘ dom, with the efcutcheon of pretence thereon, herein- 
‘before defcribed; und that the union flag fhall be 
‘azure, the crofles-fakure of St. Andrew and St. Patrick 
‘quarterly, per fallire counter-changed, argent and 
‘gules; the latter fimbriated of the fecond, furmounted 
" By the crofs of St. George of the third fimbriated as 
the faltire.” 

On the third of February, his majefty’s council took 
the oaths, as privy councillors, for the united kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland; and his majeity icceived 
the great feal from the lord chancellor, and cauling it to 
be defaced, prclented to him anew great feal for the 
united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

It is alfo required, by his majefty’s ruyal proclamation, 
that the following alterations be made in the book of 
Common Prayer.—In the title page, inttead of the Church 
of England, infert, “of the United Church of England 
and Ireland.” 

In the prayer for the high court of parliament, inf'cad 
of our fovereign and his kingdoms, read, “ his domi- 
nions,” 

In the firft prayer to be ufed at fea, inftead of his kings 
doms, read, “ his dominions.” 

In the form and manner of making, ordaining, and 
confecrating of bithops, priefts, and deacons, inftead of 
the order of, the church of England, read, ‘ of the united 
church of England and Ireland.” 

In the preface of the faid form, in two places, inftead 
of, church of England, read, “ in the united church of 
England and Ireland.” 

In the occafional offices, twenty-fifth of O€obe-, the 
king’s acceflion, inftead of thefe realms, read, ‘‘ this 
realm.” 

In the colle@, before the epiftle, inftead of éhefe Aénz- 
dome, read, * this united kingdom,” 
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This vear +t was introduced by » circumftance 
which ultimately produced other interefting events. 
An adminifiration, which had exifted upwards of fe- 
vonteen vears, and bad baffled, and at length fub- 
dued, a moft formidable oppofition, was fuddenly 
diffolved ; and on the eleventh of January, Mr. Pitt 
gave in his refignation to his majefty, which was im- 
mediately followed by that of lord Grenville, earl 
Spencer, the lord chancellor, Mr. Dundas, and Mr. 
Windham, Mr. Pitt declared, that he thought him- 
felf bound by his duty, his confcience, and his ho- 
nour, to refign that fituation, in which he had not 
full liberty to purfue his ideas of equity and public 
benefit. The oitcnfible ground of refignation was the 
unfortunate queftion of catholic emancipation, as it 
has been termed. In his ardour for accomplithin 
the praje&ted union, Mr. Pitt, it is faid, bad en 
to the lrith catholics to achieve for them their obje&, 
if the aét of union fhould meet with no oppofition 
on their parts; and he took one_of the earlieft p- 
portunities of bringing it foeward in the cabinet 
council. The Enghth clergy dreaded the increafe 
of popery ; and the Irifh proteftants were alarmed 
at the idea of having to encounter a Popith judge 
upon the bench, fupported by a popith jury, fum- 
moned by a popifh theriff. Through what channel 
his majefty was influenced to oppofe the meafure, 
we are ignorant ; but it is generally underftood that, 
through his interference, the plan of the minifter 
was defeated : and this was immediately followed by 
his refignation, and that of moft of his colleagues. 

Of the charaéter of this long adminiftration, an 
impartial judgment will be formed by pofterity. 
The retainers of a minifter may ere& ftatues, and 
pour out the grateful incenfe of adulation before that 
idol which has been the tutelar deity of their for- 
tune ; but it is the page of hiftory, which alone will 
ere@ a durable monument, and which will confe- 
crate the name of a minifter to honour and immor- 
tality. To Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration, the impartial 
hiftorian cannot accord the praife of political con- 
fiftency, of extended views, of liberal principles, 
and an enlarged and beneficial fyftem of policy. He 
entered upon his political career too early in life, 
and with a degree of popularity which was calcu- 
Jated to intoxicate an inexperienced mind. Karly 
involved in the vortex of public bufinefs, his talents 
wanted the fevere exercife of ftudy to improve and 
mature them. He was deficient in fome of the rudi- 
mental knowledge of a man. Thus thrown 
prematurely into public life, gifted by nature with 


For the preachers, inftead of king of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, fay, “ king of the united kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland ” 

And no edition of the book of Common Prayer, hall 
be hereaff printed without thefe amendments; and until 
copies of fuch edition may be had, parfons, vicass, &c. 
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extraordinary. talents, among the firft of which we 
may mention a fluent, capious, and impreffive elo. 
uence; he was neverthelefs an unfinifhed politician. 
e would have excelled as an affociate, though he 


was perhaps unequal to the fituation of a principal : 


| he was calculated for an admirable partizan, though 


he wanted the knowledge and capacity of a gencral. 
His meafures therefore difplayed the el pe 
but not the vigour of youth; they had all the tira- 
tagem, but not the judgment of the experienced 
fiatefman. They were calculated to excite admis 
ration, rather than to infure approbation; and, 
while we were aftonifhed at the boldnefs of the defign, 
we-fometimes beheld, with difappointment, a po- 
verty of execution. He entered upon undertakings 
of the premeft magnitude, without fufficient intor- 
mation, and he abandoned them, becaufe he had not 
calculated upon the difficulties that were to be en- 
countered. In every thing, his obje& was to be dif- 
tinguithed ; in every thing he muft be a prominent 
chara&er. Thus the ftatefman was loft in the pro- 
jector; and in too eagerly purfuing fame, he loft 
that nefs, to which, with more fober counfels, 
he might have attained. 

But the errors of Mr. Pitt were rather errors of 
judgment than of principle. We defpife the factions 
calumny which would afcribe to him a deliberate 
plan to overthrow the liberties of his country. He 
difapproved of liberty only when it oppofed his 
views; and he {ported ostaftonall with the conftitu- 
tion of his country, only to ferve the little purpofes of 
party, the exigencies of the moment. He lavifhed 
the honours of the peerage with an unfparing hand ; 
though the fyftem of bribery, under the colour of 
participating in the loan, was laid afide; nor does 
It appear, on the whole, that the penfion lift was im- 
moderately enlarged during his adminiftration. 

So far from charging this adminiftration with 
purfuing defpotifm on a fyfiem, it is lamented that 
they were totally without any plan or fv{tem what- 
ever. Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration was beft charac- 
terized by a favourite phrafe of his own,—ezi/ting 
circumflances, His fi litical projeét was a par- 
liamentery reform, but fe difcovered that ezi/ing’ 
circumftances would not admit it, He undertook to 
extinguifh the national debt; he concluded by dou- 
bling it. He gloried in being the minifter of peace ; 
and foon after manifefted an inordinate paffion fur 
war. Thus one of his adminifiration was a 
contradi@ion of another; one fhe ferved as a 
pragtical refutation of the preceding: a meafure of 


are required, (to prevent miftakes) with the pen, to cor- 
re@ and smend all fuch prayers in their church banks, 
according to the above disessions and the bilhops are 
enjoined ta take care, that obedience be paid to the fame 
accordingly, within their sefpective dioceses, 
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the higheft national importance, which had been or- 
dered in the afternoon, has been revoked the {uc- 
ceeding morning. 

The fame inconfiftency is obfervable in the caufes, 
or rather excufes for the late war. At one time, it 
was a war voluntarily undertaken -for religion, mo- 
narchy, and focial order; at another, we were 
forced into it by the agereffion of our adverfaries, 
At one period, it was profecuted to procure indem- 
nity for the paft, and fecurity for the future: at an- 
other, for the exprefs purpofe of reftoring the houfe 
of Bourbon. In the negotiation at Paris, the jine 
gud non was the reltoration of the Netherlands to the 
emperor of Germany: in the anfwer to the overture 
of Bonaparte, it was the re-eftablifhment of mo- 
narchy in France. Contrary to the policy of all fa- 

acious ftatefmen, who embrace the moment of good 
rian to fecure the moft advantageous terms, our 
minifters were haughty and infolert in fuccefs, and 
abje& in ill fortune; they negotiated only when their 
allies were beaten off the feld, 

The chara&er of Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration has 
been grofsly miftaken by both parties. He was nei- 
ther the knight errant of defpotifm, nor the cool and 
crafty politician. His proceedings were more the 
effe& of impulfe than of meditation. He has been 
extolled as a profound financier; the fa&, however, 
has rather been afferted than proved. It is generally 
underftood, that, of three plans for the liquidation 
of the national debt, prefented by the late Dr. Price, 
he made choice of Na worft ; a circamftance that 
argues little for either his knowledge or his judg- 
ment in that department. His firft effay in taxation, 
which was termed the commutation tax, was a pal- 
pable blunder in finance, and an{wered no beneficial 
purpofe to any part of the nation, except the India 
company. e other taxes, which he from time to 
time impofed, evinced no genius for finance. They 
confifted either in augmentations of exifting taxes, 
or in fantaftical forms of taxation which have been 
found either impolitic or unproduétive. Among 
thefe may be enumerated the taxes on fhops, watches, 
maid fervants, hair-powder, armorial bearings, &c. 
Avgifeat and mafterly genius for finance might cer- 
tainly, in fo long a fpace of time as feventeen years, 
have proje&ed fomething of a more novel and inte. 
refting nature. 


* After fome deliberation, his majefty felec&ted Mr. 
Sh a for the office of firft lord of the treafury and 
chancellor of the exchequer. That gentleman had long 
been intimately acquainted with Mr. Pitt, whofe influ- 
ence had raifed him to the chair of the houfe of commons. 

+ This eccentric young nobleman, after performing a 
principal character in many tumults and commotions, For 
fome of which he had fuffered imprifonment, 
proveke captain Beft-of the navy to give him a chal- 

ge, a duel enfued, and the irafcible peer, experienced 
that death he had frequently fought, A bullet from the 
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Such 5! prt to be the impartial outline of the 
character of this adminiftration. Mr. Pitt is neither 
to,be regarded as the faviour of his country, or the 
enemy of its liberties, His adminifiration will be 
known to poftcrity chiefly by its profufion ; and the 
mifchiefs which the nation has to regret from it are 
two hundred and eighty millions added to the na- 
tional debt, the exifting taxes nearly doubled, and 
the neceffaries of life (from thefe causes, and the un- 
neceffary extenfion of paper credit) raifed to an cx. 
orbitant rate. 

It was a confiderable time before the new mini- 
fterial arrangements were announced. A new mini- 
firy was formed by the nomination of lord Fidon to 
the office of lord high chancellor ; of lord St. Vin- 
cent to that of the firft lord of the admiralty ; of 
lord Hawkefbury to that of fecretary of ftate for the 
foreign department ; of Jord Pelham, to that of fe- 
cretary of ftate for the home departinent; and of 
colonel Yorke to that of fecretary at war. Lord 
Eldon was fucceeded by fir Richard Pepper Arden, 
now created lord Alvanley, as chief juftice of the 
common pleas; and Mr. Addington*, by fir John 
Mitford, as fpeaker of the houfe of commons, though 
that gentleman ftrongly intimated, that he did not 
eontides this dignity as the ne plus ultra of his ambi- 
tion, but merely as un avcnue to other dignities and 
emoluments: fir William Grant was appointed maf. 
ter of the rolls, and Mr. Law and Mr. Percival, at- 
torney and folicitor-gencrals. But before the new 
minifters could regularly enter upon their refpeétive 
offices, and before their appointment was announced 
in the Gazette, his majefty was feized with a febrile 
indifpofition, and continued fo far indifpofed, as to 
be unable to tranfa& public bufinefs, till the middle 
of the month of March. Till that period, the old 
minifters continued to hold the reins of government, 
with the exception only of lord St. Vincent and lord 
Hawkefbury, who had | been induéted into office pre- 
vious to his majefty’s indifpotition. 

A vacancy having happened in the reprefentation 
of the borough of Old Sarum, John Horne Tooke, 
efquire, was named its reprefentative by the pro- 
prietor, lord Camelford+. When Mr. Tooke had 
taken the oaths at the table, lord Temple gave notice 
that he fhould move for his expulfion. ‘The matter 
was, however, deferred till the fixth of May, and 
during 


piftol of his adverfary, terminated his exiftence on the 
eighth of March, 1804. 

The following anecdote of this young nobleman may 
perhaps be found interefting. On the thirteenth of Ja- 
nuary, 1798, died, at Englith Harbour, Antigua, Charles 
Paterfon, efquire, firft hentenant of his majefty’s thip 
Perdrix. This event was occafioned by a difpute be- 
tween the deceafed and lord Camelford, apon the right 
of commanding at Englifi Harbour. Lord Camelford 
commanded his mujefty’s loop of war the Favourite, by 
virtue of an order or warrant from admiral Hervey i 

an 
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during the interval, a committee had been appointed 
to fearch for | aaeaaell and report on the cafe. 
On thet day, lord Temple brought forward his mo- 
tion, and fupported it with confiderable ability. Mr. 
Tooke adduced many cogent arguments to eftablith 
his right to a feat. Mr. Tooke, after ridiculing the 
officious zeal of Jord Temple, and his parade of hif- 
toric learning, expreffed a willingnefs to co-operate 
with him in a general bill for the exclufion of the 
clergy, if it fhould afford him a profpe& of the in- 
creafe of moral and religious has ic but he was 
inunical to the praftice of punifhing an individual 
by an ex poyt facto law. Though Mr. Tooke main- 
tained that nothing but pofitive affertion, unfup- 
bbs by ecclefiaftical Jaw, church hiftory, or par- 
‘amentary precedent, had proceeded from its i - 
cates, it paffed through both houfes. He was fup- 
ported by Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Grey ; 
and oppofed by fir William Scott, and the attorney 
and fohicitor-general. The motion was then carried 
by a majority of forty-one*, 

In confequence of which, a bill was introduced, 
declaring the clergy ineligible to the houfe of com. 
mons ; but not any debate of importance took place, 
till the fecond reading in the houfe of lords, on the 
fifteenth of June, when lord Thurlow cited various 
legal authorities decidedly againft the bill; and he 
was followed, in fimilar arguments, by the lords 
Moira, Carlifle, und Holland. The bill was ftre- 
nuoufly fupported by the lord chancellor, the bifhop 
of Rochefter, and other noble lords; and being read 
a fecond time, was afterwards paffed into a law. 
But it may not be improper te obferve, that, by a 
{pecific claufe, it was prevented from expelling Mr. 
Tooke from the exifting parliament. ; 

The fufpenfion of the habeas corpus a& was moved 
and carried in both houfes, according to annual 
cuftom, for {everal years ; as was the bill for the con- 


and Mr. Paterfon, (though an older lieutenant then lord 
Camelford) had lately Served on hoard that thip under his 
command; but, having been removed to the Perdrix, 
and lord Camelford not having a commiffion as mafter 
and commander, Mr. Paterfon bemg then at Englith 
Hasbour, fuppofed himfelf to be the commandi officer, 
end under that idea, iffued fome orders to lord Camel- 
ford, which were anfwered by other orders from lord 
Camelford to Mr. Paterfon, Upon Mr. Paterfon’s re- 
fufal to obey thefe orders, a lieutenant and a party of 
marines were fent to put him under arreft, when Mr. 
Paterfon prepared for refiftance, and ordered the crew 
ef the Perdrix to arm in his defence. Bat before any 
eonfliG took place, lord Camelford arrived, went up to 
Mr. Paterfon, demanded if he would obey his apders or 
mot; and, upon being anfwered in the negative, he iw 
mediately frot inn dead upon the {pot. A court mariial 
was at ig ome afterwards held on presi Invins 
sible, in Rost Royal Bay, Martinique, w court, 
heing dy} faci procented to try lord Camelford ; 
and che were unanimoufly of opinion, that, “ the 
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_ tinuance of martial law in Ireland. . This meafure 


was followed. by the introdu@ion of a bill of inden. 
nity in favour of the late adminiftration, which, efter 
fome debate, paffed bath houfes, 

On the fecond of July, the feflion was clofed by 
commiffion, bis may being then abfent at Wey- 
mouth. The lord Shancellor addreffed the two 
houfes in an appropriate fpeech. He expatiated 
with fome exultation, on the late viftories; and 
added, that they derived peculiar value in his ma- 
jefty’s eftimation, from their tendency to facilitate 
the reftoration of peace. This infpired a public 
confidence that peace would be a defirable obje& 
of the new adminiftration, in which the le of 
this country were not difappointed ; that object was 
obtained, thongh, unfortunately, it was of fhort dura- 
tion. Let us now advert to the affairs of the continent. 

Notwithftanding the chauccllor’s addrefs to the 
imperial parliament, peace with France, at this time, 
appeared more impraéticable than at any former 
period of the war. The difguft excited by the re- 
Je&ion of Bonaparte’s ‘overture, on bis affuming the 
government of France, was heightened by the breach 
of a treaty concluded by fir Sidney Smith,-and by 
an order iffued for feizing the fifhing boats off the 
French coafts: befides, France was now powerfully 
msi Taegan by the alliance of Ruffia; and a for- 
midable confederacy of the maritime powers of the 
north, threatened oe annihilation of the naval em- 
pire of Great Britain. ; 

To prevent the aétive co-operation of Denmark 
in the defigns of Ruffia, a confiderable armament 
was fitted out in the Britifh ports, under the com- 
mand of fir Hyde Parker and lord Nelfon. When 
this feet approached Copenhagen, about the middle 
of March, the Danes appeared to have made very 
formidable difpofitions. 

The defenfive arrangements of the Danes were 


** very extraordinary and manifeft difobedience of lieu- 
* tenant Paterfon, both before and at the inftant of his 
* death, to the orders ef lord Camelford, the fenior 
‘ officer at Englith Harbour, at that time, and the violent 
* meafures taken by lieutenant Paterfon to refift the fame, 
‘ by arming the Perdrix’s thip’s company, were acts of 
* mutiny highly injwious to the difcipline of his ma- 
* jefty’s fervice. The court do therefore unanimoufly 
* adjudge, that the right honourable lord Camelford be 
‘ honourably acquitted.” 

* cafe of the famous Dr. Walker was well 
known, who bravely defended Londonderry, during its 
fiege by James the Second. King William was anxious 
to reward him with a bifhopric: the bithops interfered, 
and gave it as their opinion, that nalwi imp he 

great fervices, his hands had. beea em- 
brued in bload, he could not therefure be made a:bilbop, 
King Witham remanerated: him another way, aad 
hin: @ regiment; end the dedlar, then created el 
a afterwards killed, fighting gallantly by his 
e Ne a x 
; well 
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well calculated to infpire terror. 
to were 
tified ; batteries of cannon and mortars avere erefted 
on the fhore wherever they 


ened end imfproved by a variety of works: a chain, 
and a fort built on piles, proteéted the mouth of the 
herbour ; and a line of thipping was an additional 
buttrefs to its fupport. 


The a ches 
fkilfally and judicioally for- 


coald be rendered effica. | 
cious. Amatz, and the Crown Hflands, were ftrength. | 


| 
| 
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admiral having ordered an attack from the | 


fouthward, lord Nelfon advanced with twelve thips of 
the line, and four frigates, attended by fome floops, 
fire-fhips, and bomb-veffels; but two of the large 
fhips ran nd, from the extreme intricacy of 
the navigation, ‘and another was obliged to caft 
a at ‘ cee diftance Ary her intended 
ion. Captain Murray, in the r, gallant 
led the ‘nr The Monarch fuftained the -s ie 
ftruétive fire, Moffe, the commander, being killed, 
and about fifty of “his men. Captain Riou was aifo 
killed ; the battle raging for three hours, with great 
flaughter on both fides. Of the a ee upwards 
of two hundred and fifty were killed, and of the 
Danes, about five hundred. The wounded on each 
fide were more numerous. Some of our fhips were 
much damaged ; and feventeen Danifh vefiels, in- 
cluding floating batteries, were funk, captured, or 


After the termination of the conteft, lord Nelfon 
threatened to burn the floating batteries, without 
fparing even the prifoners on board, if the enemy 

id not inftantly ceafe firing. This menace pro- 
duced a ceffation of hoftilities, and an armiftice was 
foon after concluded with the Danith court. 

About the middle of April, the Britifh fleet ap- 

d off the entrance of Carlfcrona, a port in 
weden ; and the admiral informed the governor, 
that the court of Denmark, having concluded an ar- 
miftice, by which the unfortunate difpute with the 
court of St. James’s had been accommodated, he 
was dire&ted to require an explicit anfwer from his 
Swedith majefty, relative to his intention of adhering 
or abandoning the hoftile meafures he had taken in 
conjun&tion with Ruffia. An official anfwer to this 
demand was communicated from the king of Sweden 
to fir Hyde Parker, intimating, that his Swedith 
mayefty would not fail to perform the engagements 
entered into with his allies; but that he would not 
refufe to hearken to equitable propofals, made by de- 
in properly authorifed to regulate the matters in 
uté. s 
he termination of this conteft is not to be attri- 
buted either to the battle of nhagen, or to the 


esenber ahs he of the Britihh fleet; but to an 
event wh jut before taken place, which pro- 
* Authentic acoounts inform’ us, that he was ftrangled 


in his own palace, on the twenty-fourth of March, by 
Veu. Iii. No, 116, 
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duced an almoft inftantaneous revolution inf the po- 
litics of the north--the death of the emperor Paul, 
who had afted fo verfatile a part on the political 
ftage, from the period when he afcended the Ruffian 
throne. ing the caufe and manncr of his 
death, a cautious filence was maintained in Ruflia *, 
Of his charaf&ter, but little is to be faid. He was 0” 
ftringe compound of inconfiftencies: from the con- 
fideration of the moft important enterprizes, he 
would defcend to the moft trivial narratives. He 
was capricious in the extreme, and a - 
dulous and fufpicious. His condu& was marked by. 
an eccentricity, which not unjuftly induced a fufpi- 
cion of rental derangement. His benignity to Kof- 
ciufko, and the Polith infurgents, formed an extra- 
ordinary contraft to his embarking in the coalition 
againft France, which was fucceeded by another 
wonderful change, in his defertion of the coalefced 
powers, his alliance with Bonaparte, and his quarrel 
with England. The fame eccentricity which fi 
lized his charaéter in his foreign traniations, ditlin- 
guifhed his domeftic policy, and many of his aés 
can only be chara&erized as the capricious ontrages 
of a tyrant. His mortal career was too foon termi. 
nated to admit of a clear developement of his cha- 
raGter; but it may confidently be predi@ed that he 
would not have lived either to his own honour, or the 
benefit of his own country. His want of fteadinefs 
and principle deprived him of refpe& ; and his ar- 
bitrary proceedings excited general difguft and 
odium. His death was unlamented, and his fon 
Alexander afcended the throne, amidft the unbound- 
ed acclamations of his people. 

The condu& of Alexander, his eldeft fon, who 
fucceeded him, was, on his acceflion to power, cha- 
ra&terized at leaft by an apparent moderation, 
which formed a contraft to the hafty violence of his 

redeceflor. The new emperor difclaimed the po- 
fides of his father. Soon after a ceffation of arms, 
and the general outline of a pacific accommodation, 
were ci on between the Ruffian court and fir 
Hyde Parker; and lord St. Helens was difpatched 
from our court, with ample powers to terminate the 
difpute. In the mean time, the embargo on the 
Britifh fhips detained in the perts of Rufita was re- 
moved; and this honourable condu& was anfwered 
by a correfpondent liberality on the part of Great 
Britain. Under thefe favourable aufpices the nego- 
ciation commenced, and, it was natural to conclude 
that each party would be difpofed to coneede a httle, 
and fuch indeed was the refult, One ftipulation in 
the treaty deferves particular commendation, that of 
the confining thé right of fearch to the fhips em- 

loyed entirely in the fervice of t. Thus, 

y the diffolution of this confederacy, one of the 


order of count Zouboff. 
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Ratchinfin «fasted the chief command of the Britith 

nab towards . Alexandria, where 
i ‘ fore of the ouemy 4ras yet concen. 
__-— 4h the mean time, the town and caitle of 
Rofetta wae taken by a divifion of the Brithh army, 
under colonel Spencer, sided by a body of Turks. 
The French gatrifon, -confifting of sbont eight hun- 
dred rg ak feebl¢ refiftence, and retired 

a 


taken prifoners. 

During thefe tranfaftions in the vicinity of Alex- 
andria, admiral Blanket, with a confiderable force 
from the aR Indies, landed at Suez. The admiral 
was feparated from the reft of his fquadron in the 
flage of the Red Sea; but, 


4) 


reinforcements, commanded by general Baird, co- 
lonels Wellofley, Murray, and others. 

As Cairo was a capital obje& with the alles, a 
force was detached for its redu@ion. On the ninth 
May; general Hutchinfoa, with four thoufand 
Britith, and an equal number of Turks, attacked 
the French near Rahmanieh, which, on the following 
day, furrendered to the viftors. The French were 
driven in, and in the night retreated towards Cairo, 
leaving a fmall garrifon at Rahmanieh, which, on 
the following day, furrendered to the viétors. About 
the fame time, a body of French and Copts, who 
had moved forward from Cairo to attack the Turks, 
were defeated by the grand vizier, affifted by colonel 
Murray, and pe Britith officers. 

It was about the middle of June, before the Bri- 
th army, under general Hutchinfon, reached the 
vicinity of Cairo. He found the works very much 
extended, though the garrifon did not confift of more 
than four or five thoufand men. The captain , 
at the fame time, invefted Gizel:, a kind of tb 
on the left canal of the Nile, and the grand vizier 
rid. gen within cannon-fhot of the city. Thus 
in en every fide, Beillard, the French com- 
mandant, fent 2 flag of truce to the Englith general, 
offering to treat for the evacution of Cairo, npon 
ceftdin conditions. The terms adjufted were not 
difhonourable to the enemy. It was agreed that all 
the French forces fhould evacuate the city of Cairo, 
the citadel, the town and forts of Boulas, and all the 
ether of Egypt, except Alexandria ; that they 
fhould preceed by land to Rofetta, with their arms, 
bageree, artillery, and ammwunition, and fhould af- 

be conveyed, at the axpence of the allied 
powers, to fome of the ot poigl ale of France ; 
Fr 


&, 


that every on attached to ench arm 

arpa wore the fame 7 jes as the oir 
that, immdiately ification ri- 

foners on beth fides (ball be releafed 


The reduS&ion of Alexandria was yet to be ac- 
complifhed. With the afisftance of lord Keith, 
Hutchinfon dirdG¥ed the fiege. Some heights 
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in fronts ef the entrenched pofition of the enemy 
were ferkred: the fort of Marabout was fecehfully 
attacked both<by fea and‘land; and mejor-general 
Conte a ftrong corps on the weftern db of 
the town. * The managements of that excellent 
** officer,” fays general Hutchinfon, in his official 
difpatch, ‘* appear to have been able and judicious, 
*« and were attended with the mot complete fue. 
** ces; he drove the enemy cvery where, thou 

“ firongly pofted, and in @ country which oppote 
‘* uncommon ob(tacies to the progrefs of troops: 
“ The French faflered extremely in the aGtion, and 
‘* retreated in much confufion, leaving their wound. 
** ed, and feven pieces of cannon behind them.’" 
Other a@s of vigorous hoftility fubdued‘ the firmnefa 
of Menou, who yielded the place upon honourable 
conditions, 

When near the completion of the negotiation be- 
tween the hoftile governments, the menace of an in- 
vafion from France induced the Britith nation to 
adopt judicious fcheme: of defence; and lord Nelfon 
was di to fail towards the French coaft to im- 
pede or deftroy the preparations of the enemy. Ar. 
riving off Boulegne, he attempted to demol.th the 
a veffels in that port, a few of which were funk 
or difabled ; but a more feriows attack was medi- 
tated, when he had reinforced his armament. The 
boats deftined for boarding the fiotilla were dif. 
patched in the night, in four divifions, and rofpec- 
tively conduéted by the captains Somerville, Parker, 
Cotgrave, and Jones: other boats, containing how- 
itzers, were detached under captain Conn, to affift 
in the hazardous ize. Parket’s divifion firft 
approached the enemy *, aad began the attack with 
undaunted bravery; but an unforefeen and unex- 
petted obftacle baffied his firenuous exertions: avery 
itrong netting was traced upto the lower yards of the 
French veffels, which were firmly fa with chains 
to each other, as well as to the ground. So irre- 
fiftible was the foe, thus guarded, that two thirds of 
the crew of the boat in which he a&ed, were re- 
pelled in attempting to board a large brig, by a tre. 
mendous difcharge of cannon and mufquetry. Man 
of the affailants were killed, and many more wound. 
ed and mutilated. A fhot carried away the leg and 
part of the thigh of the gallant captain. Somerville 
filenced the fire of a brig near the pier head ; but, 
inftead of bringing her off, he found it a diffiult tafk 
to fecure the retreat of his own boats. Qotigrave, 
after great exertion, was deprived of the fervices of 
many of his men, by the fire from the fhore and the 
flotilla. Jones was io obftru&ted by the tide, that he 
could not approach till break of day, when the other 
captains wore returning: he thecefore did not at- 
tempt any hoffile agts. The failure of fuccefs in 
thie enterprize was much lamented, while the zeal 
and courage difplayed im it were much admired. 
Lord Nelfon informs us, that one hundred and {e- 
venty~ 
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venty-two of our men were either bifled or wounded. 
Captain Parker died of his wounds after the return 
of the fleet to the Downs *, 

The negotiations with Franoe which commenced 
early in the fummer, were conduéted with equal 
ability and moderation. ‘The diffolution of the 
northern confederacy, and the fuccefles in Egypt, 
had removed the greateft obftacles, and adminiftra- 
tion embraced the favourable opportunity which 
thefe circumftances prefented. The ifland of Malta 
was to be evacuated by the Britith troops, and re- 
ftored to the order of St. John of Jerufalem. Egypt 
was to be reftored to the Ottoman Porte. The ter- 
ritory of Portugal was to be maintained in its inte- 
grity, and the French were to evacuate the territo- 
rics of Rome and Naples. The republic of the 
Seven Iflands was to be recognized by France. The 
fifhery at Newfoundland was to be eftablifhed on its 
former bafis ; and, finally, the Englifth and French 
plenipotentiaries were to be named by the contra&- 
ing parties, to repair to Amiens, to proceed with 
the formation of a definitive treaty, m concert with 
the allies of the contra&ing parties. 

When thefe particulars were announced in Eng- 
land, emotions of joy were excited in the nation 
from a different caufe. A negotiation had long taken 
place between M. Otto and lord Hawkelbury, and, 
when it was geserally underftood that fome impor- 
tant difputes were yct unfettled, which would pro- 
bably preclude an accommodation without an addi- 
tional year of hoftile exertion, preliminary articles 
were actually figned. 

By thefe preliminaries, which were executed in 
London +, by lord Hawkefbury, on the part of his 
Britannic majetty, and by M. Otto, on the part of the 
French republic, it was ftipulated that the king of 
Great Britain fhould reftore all the poffeffions occu- 
pied or conquered bv his forces during the war, ex- 
cept the ifland of Trinidad, and the Dutch poffef- 
fions in Cevion: that, in the port of the Cape of 
Guod Hope, each of the contra@ing parties thould 
enjoy the fame advantages: that the territories of 
the Ottoman emperor, including Egypt, fhould re- 
main entire, as they were before the commencement 
of the war: that the republic of the Seven United 
iflands fhould be recognized by the republic of 
France: that the French troops fhould evacuate the 


* The following is a copy ef the infcription intended 
for the monument of captain Parker, ere€ted at Deal, by 
reas-admiral Thornborough : 

The remains of Captain Edward Thornborough Parker, of the 
Navy, are here iaterre 

He was felefted by lord vifcount Nelfon, and received 
the command ef a divifion of the fleet, for the purpofe of 
attempting to cut out or deftroy the French fhips in Bou- 
mngne pa In the gallant execution of this arduous 
enterprize, in the night of the fifteenth of Auguft, 1801, 
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itaties of Rome and Naples: that Malta thould 
be evacuated by the Britifh troops, and be again 
poffefied by the knights of Saint Jobn of Jerufalem : 
rand that the queen of Portugal fhould not lofe aay 
part of bee dominions, 

When his majefty communicated the particulars 
of thefe preliminaries to the parliament, he fuppofed 
they would manifeft the juftice and moderation of 
his views, and he conducive to the fubftantial in- 
terefts of this country: but were far from be- 
ing generally approved; though the addrefs for the 
fpeech was not oppofed in either houfé. 

Mr. Windham cenfured the terms of the peace, 
Mr. Sheridan qualified his difapprobation with the 
following remark.“ It is a peace, of which ever 
man is glad, but of which no man is proud.” Karl 
Spencer faid they were inadequate to our juft ex- 
peétations ; and Jord Temple averred, that a conti- 
nuation of the war would have been lefs dangerous 
than fuch a peace. But, notwithftanding thefe and 
a variety of other cenfures, an approving addrefs 
was voted by a majority of one hundred and four 


Ts. 
ls the lower houfe, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox voted 
for it; the latter declaring, * that we could not 
‘© have infifted on better terms without great rifk of 
‘¢ a rupture of the negotiation.” The approvers, 
however, werc more numerous than the cenfurers ; 
for the houfe, without a divifion, a to addrefg 
the king in favour of the preliminaries. 

A mutiny arofe, about this time, in Bantry Bay, 
the crew of the Temeraire rene ae againft 
ferving in the Weft Indies; but the vigilance of the 
officers prevented its extending to a very alarming 
height: twenty of the offenders were tried by a court- 
martial at Portfmouth, and eleven fuffered capital 
punifhment f. 

Impartial juftice was alfo evinced in the convi@ion 
of lieutenant-colonel Wall, who, when governor of 
Goree, had occafioned the death of a ferjeant, by 
unwarrantable cruelty, Juttice was tardy, on this 
occafion, for upwards of nineteen years intervened 
between the furrender and the trial. a, 

Before the definitive treaty was perfe@ly adjufted, 
a great force was thought neceflary for the national 
defence, as, from a tedious and unneceffary delay, 
the pacific inclinations of the firft conful of France 


he was wounded by a mufket-thot, which, on the twenty- 
feventh of September following, terminated a career of 
gory, moft aulpicioufly begun, in the twenty-fecond year 
0 e. 
Eheu! quam multis fleditis occidit! 

This ftone records a gallant hero’s name, 

Whofe youthful bofom glow’d with virtue’s flame: 

A nation heard with tears his mournful doom ; 

The flow’r of valour wither’d in its bloom. 


t A. D. 1802. f Ibid, 
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began tobe doubted, At lenoth, however, the treaty 
was figned at Amiens by the mar 
Jofeph Bonaparte, which diffe 


Guiana was yielded to the 
tion of the boundaries. Ref 
vided that no French or Englith tongue, or clafs of 
knights fhould be allowed ; that half the foldiers in 
the garrifon fhould be natives, and the reft fhould 
be {upplied for a time by the king of Naples; that 
the independence of the ifland under the fway of the 


knights, fhould be guaranteed by France, Great | 


Britain, Aufiria, Spain, Ruffia, and Proffia; and its 
ports fhould be free to all nations. It was alfo agreed 
that the plas of Orange fhould be compenfated for 
hia lofs of property and power; and that perfons who 
fhall in future be accufed of murder, forgery, or 
fraudulent bankruptcy, fhould be furrendered to the 
demands of each party. 


The plenipotentiaries named by the faid parties 
were the following. On the part tf the French re- 
ublic, Jofeph Bonaparte : off the part of the united 
lingdeca of Great Britain and Ireland, the marquis 
Cornwallis: on that of the king of Spain, don Azara: 
and, on the part of the Batavian republic, the baron 
Schimmelpennick. After a conference held ftatedly 
at Amiens, from the month of ORober, 1801, to the 
month of March, 1802, during which the public 
mind was greatly agitated ; the treaty, conformably 
to the preliminaries, was figned by the refpeftive 
plenipotentiaries, on the twenty-feventh of March ; 
and thus terminated, for a fhort {pace, a war which 
bad been attended with an unparalleled profufion of 
blood and treafure. ; 

A difpatch arrived from port Antonio, fent by lieu- 
tenant Johnftonc, of the Lark, relating a brilliant 
Jittle exploit performed by the two boats of that 
veffel. After chafing a Spanifh privateer the whole 
afternoon, clofe in with the Cube fhore, till dark, 
fhe took fhelter within the portillo recefs, Lieute- 
nant Johnftone then fent lieutenant Pafley and Mr. 
M‘Cloud, midthipman, with the yaw] and cutter, and 
fixteen men in each. About half paft ten, Mr. Pailey 
found her at anchor in the place he expefted: the 
was waiting the attack in readinels, which fhe com- 
menced by a difcharge from one nine and two four 

unders, which feverely wounded feveral in each 

oat. They boarded her, however, and, aftcr a fe- 
vere conteft, they carried her. She Li to be 
the Efperance, from St. Jago, commanded by Jofeph 
Collit, and chad on.board, ‘when the ation com- 
teenced, forty-five men, twenty-one of whom were 
killed, and fix wounded. The captain and all the 


officers, were the former, 
On she thied of March, a trational lofs was 
fuftained in the death of the. of Bedford, in the 


thirty-feventh year of his coh His grace was in 
fuch perfe& health on the Friday morning preceding 
Vot. Il. No. 186, ' a 


is Cornwallis and | 
from the prelimi. . 
naries in the following points. A part of Portuguefe — 
French by a new regula. | 
ing Malta, it pro. 


his diffolution, as to have played at tennis during 
the early part of it. The duke continued feafible 
to the lait moment, and {ubmitted to aa ‘eperation 
which was recommended by Dr. Halifax, and fir 
James Earle, though only temporary relief could be 
ex it. His grace, however, requefted 
to be indulged with two hours for fome neceffary 
arrangements of his papers. ‘The operation was 
then performed, and he dicd, as above ftated, after 
an illnefs of four days, to the great regret of his fa- 
mily and friends, and of many hundreds who were 
fed by bis bounty and encouragement. His fa 
vourite purfuit was agriculture, and the encou 

ment of thofe ufeful arts that may be juftly called 
the bafement pillars of every well-regulated flate: 
his princely fortune enabled him to carry thele pur- 
fuits to an extent, that gradually evinced the incal- 
culable powers of art, when called forth in aid of 


hature. 
The duke of Bedford's will was fhort, of which 


the following is a copy. “1, Francis, duke of Bed- 


* ford, do give unto iny brother John Ruffell, all 
*¢ my perfonal property. Dated this twenty-feventh 
** of February, 1809. Beprorp.” 

It is remarkable, that there has becn no regular 
fucceffion in the illuftrious family of Bedford, The 
earls and dukes have all been brothers, coufins, or 
grandfons, of their immediate predeceffors, 

Mr. Fox, in moving for a new wait for Taviftock, 
in the room of Jord John Ruffell, now duke of Bed. 
ford, pronounced the following cloge on the lay 
duke. In mahing this motion, he faid, he felt im- 
preffed by feelings to which he could fearce give ut- 
terance, when he confidered the charagter, the high 
merits, and the general efteem in which the duke of 
Bedford was held. He was.fure that the houfe would 
permit him to fay, that a more dignified, exalted, 
and univerfally refpetted nobleman, never cxifted. 
He was a man of the moft found mind, profound 
judgment, and general knowledge, of which tlis 
country at any time could boaft. ‘The whole tenor 
of his life had been to benefit his fellow creatures, 

Frequent accidents happen on the Kentish coaft ; 
but a very deplorable one occurred in the carly part 
of March. The hoy named Margate, of Margate, 
John Goodborn, captain, very deeply laden with 
corn for the London market, having a crew of four 
men, with twenty-eight paflengers, failed from the 
harbour in moderate weather, at three on Saturday 
afternoon, and came to an anchor in the roads, till 
near nine in the evening, when they again got under 
fail, and foon after the weather began to be very 
tempeftnous; but they continued working againit 
the wind, and notwithftanding the wtmoli exertions 
of the crew, the veffel ftriking the ground, the rudder 
was off, and the became oy Aarrapaiers At 
leagth the fcene became traly horrible, as a dreadful 
fea was breaking over Pi oy every moment, and 

6 the 
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the women and children were loud and vehement 
in their lamentations. Five of the paffengers, and 
four of the crew, reciie fhelter in the throuds, 
where they continued till the water was fo lowered, 
that they conld get on fhore about five in the morn- 
ing. The fcene which the morning prefented to 
nuinerous {peftators from Margate cad the neigh- 
bouring villages, cannot poflibly be defcribed ; as 
within the length of a mile and a half, fixteen men 
and women Jay dead on the thore; and very foon 
after feven otber paflengers were taken in the fame 
ftate from the cabin, making in the whole twenty- 
three perfons. 
- A mifs Cherrill, had, about this time, been falfely 
and flanderoufly accufed, by a Mr. Cherrill, her rela- 
tion, of being pregnant by Mr. Adams. The young 
ady commenced an action againft him in the court 
of King’s Bench, to recover a compenfation in da- 
mages for a {pecific injury in fuch an imputation on 
her chara@ur. Several witneffes proving that fuch 
defamatory words were fpoken of the plaintiff; the 
learned judge informed the jury, t however 
fhameful, cowardly, and deteftable the condu& of 
the defendant was, in publithing fuch malicious and 
unfounded flanders, {till the plaintiff was by law 
bound to eftablith a {pecific damage, in order to be 
entitled toa verdi&. He then fubmitted to the jur 
whether thofe reports were not the caule by which 
the loft her fervice. “Verdi& for the defendant. Da- 
mages forty pounds. 

On the ele err of March, at nine in the 
morning, arrived Mr. Moore, affiftant fecretary to 
marquis Cornwallis, with the definitive treaty of 
ace; which was figned at Amiens, at four in the 
afternoon of the twenty-feventh inftant, by the ple- 
nipotentiary of his majefty, and by the plenipoten- 
tiaries of France, Spain, and the Batavian republic. 
And on'the twenty-firft of April, the honourable 
Henry Pierrepoint, difpatched by Andrew Merry, 
efquire, his majefty’s minifter plenipotentiary to the 
French republic, arrived with the ratification b 
the firft conful of the French republic, of the defi- 
nitive treaty, figned the twenty-feventh of March ; 
which was exchanged with Mr. Merry, againft that 
of his majefty, on the eighteenth of April, at Paris, 
by the plenipotentiary of the French republic. 

Among innumerable inftances of deception, 
that of pretending to foretel future events is now 
very much aGifed. A ‘band-bill of one of thofe 
pretended fortune-tellers was lately fent to a ma- 

iftrate for Middlefex ; the top of which-was thus 
Fecarated with large letters. ‘‘ Mrs. D. mantua- 
maker and aftrologer.” Ht then flated, that fhe 
bought and fold all forts of ladies’ wearing apparel, 
snd anfwercd all lawful queftions gratis, in every thing 
the ladies deGred te know, and affured thale who fe- 


vour hee with thew commands, that the would give fa-- 


GsfaGion. It was requefted, thet thofe whe favoured 
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her with calling, would only inquire for the mantua. 
maker. The niagiftrate fent the bill to the public. 
office, Bow Strect, when the juftices of that office 
employed a woman to go as dire&ted by thebill, to 
No. 8, Gilbert Street, Bloomfbury, under pretence 
of having her fortune told. When the got an in. 
terview of the Icarned lady, fhe told her the was 
married, that her hulband was abroad, thet the bad. 
not heard from him for fuch a length of time, the was 
afraid he was dead. She wiihed to know what was 
become of him, as ihe was greatly concerned refpe@- 
ing his fate. The learned lady then pretended to. 
make fome calculations, and informed her that ber 
hufband was alive and well, and would rcturn to. 
England in a few months; but he would die in a 
fhort time after his return; that fhe would have an. 
other offer in marriage, which fhe advifed her to ac. 
cept, as fhe might depend the would have no more 
children. The woman then informed her that the 
was engaged in a law fuit, and was affured by the 
learned lady, that it would be decided in her favour; 
For all this important: information, the woman paid 
two fhillings, On this an information was grounded, 
and Sayers and Townfend went with a warrant and 
took her into cuftedy. They found in the room two 
young ladies, genteely drefied, who were alfo taken 
Into cuftedy ; and, on an inveftigation before the 
magiftrate, they were found to be the daughters of 
a very refj eftable gentleman refident a few miles 
from London. They confeffed that they came to 
London for the exprefs purpofe of confulting Mrs. D. 
One of them, twenty-two years of age, was lately mar. 
ried, and wgs anxious to know whether her hufband 
was truc toWer. The other, about feventeen, wifhed 
to know if the fhoald have a hufband, and if it 
would be fobn? The magiftrate, after giving them. 
a fuitable admonition for their folly and credulity, 
advifed one to-go home to her hufband, and the 
other to attend to the advice of her parents, initead of 
liftening to the doceiving folly of Mrs. D. The aftro. 
loger was committed to the houfe of corve@ion as a. 

rogue and vagabond. 
he following interefting trial holds forth a tale of 
depravity and fedu@ion, which may induce the too 
credulous fair to guard againft the bafe feducer. In 
the fheriffs’ court, an a&tion was brought as a writ of 
inquiry, to recover which -the. plaintiff 
claimed for the fedu@ion of ber daughter by the de- 
fendant. ‘The plaintiff, Mrs. Theodofia Barriff, was 
the widow of an officer, who had eminently diftin. 
erry himéelf, and the. daughter of an American 
oyalif, At the conclufion of the American war, 
they came over to this country, and refided in the 
neighbourhood of Blackheath, where they lived 
feveral years, in a genteel ftyle, on an anouity of 
four ee eee on thein joint lives. Mr. Bar. 
riff dying, his wife, and a. daughter, then eleven 
years of age. This young Indy was besatiful, 
a te highly 
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highly accomplithed, and well educated. About 
feur years afterwards, fhe accompanied her mother 
to Afcot Heath races, and the defendant, Mr. Hol. 
Jamby, was introduced to them at the houfe of an 
acquaintance, where they refided during their ex- 
curfion. The defendant paid very particular atten- 
tion to Mifs Barriff, and expreffed an carneft with 
to be united to her in marriage. He afterwards vi- 
fited her at her mother’s houfe, and made formal 
propofals to her; to which the mother, finding his 
conne@ions refpeftable, and his profpeas flattering, 
readily gave her confent. The courthip continued 
till the next funtmer, when the day for the celebra- 
tion of the‘nuptials was fixed upon. Preliminaries 
being thus fettled, no fufpicions of a difhonourable 
intention were entertained, and it was thought un- 
neceflary to impofe any reftraint upon the parties. 
In July following, Mr. Hollamby invited Mifs Barriff 
and her mother to accompany him with 2 party to 
Vauxhall. Mrs. Barriff, being indifpofed, declined 
going, but ber daughter went. The remainder of 
the cafe was flated by Mi(s Barriff herfclf, who twice 
fainted while the related her ftory. She accompanied 
the defendant to Vauxhall, where they met his party, 
none of whom fhe knew. About eleven o'clock they 
ay i ina box. Mr. Hollamby preffed her much 
to drink wine. Several of the company, confifting 
of ladies and genflemen, became elevated, and drank 
her health as Mrs. Hollamby : her fpirits were raifed, 
and fhe was perfuaded to drink a glafs of Champaigne. 
Soon after, fhe found herfelf indifpofed, and, with- 
ing to retire, the defendant handed her into a 
carriage, and ordered the coachmang§o drive to 
Blackheath. She grew worfe, and became totally 
infenfible. When the recovered, fhe perceived her- 
felf in a bed-chamber, with the defendant near her. 
She was confcions of her fituation, and the outrage 
fhe had fuftained. She fwooned, and was a long 
time before fhe recovered. The defendant endea- 
voured to appeale her, affuring her that the marriage 
fhould take place on the day appointed. She con- 


*'The Paris papers, about this period, publifhed copies 
of the letters which paifed between the French generals 
os eel Deftaign, and Menou, on the fubje& of Egypt, 
and which led (o the unfortunate duel between Regnier 
and Deftaign, which terminated in the death of Deftaign. 
The points of this correfpondence were briefty as follow: 

neral Regnier having, in his obfervations on Egypt, 

ately publithed, accufed Deftaign of retiring from the 
field in confequence of a very flight wound, the latter 
fent hima challenge. The letter of the former, in an- 
{wer to Deftaign, contained this remarkable puffage: 
“« General ag ought to fight no man bet general 
‘ Meneu, on the fubjet of the affairs of Egipt. Asa 
« general, he ought to refafe that honour to a con'emp- 
* tible fellow, but asa private individual, he will be at 
“the gate Chaillot, of the Bots de Boulogne, at feven 
“ o'clock in the :moraing.” .- 
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fented to remain there till the morning, on condi- 
tion that he quitted the room. He did fo, and fhe 
threw herfelf on the bed in a ftate of diflraGion and 
defpair, The next morning fhe returned to her mo- 
ther, and related all the circumftances that had paffed. 
Mr. Hollamby never afterwards approached her mo- 
ther’s houfe ; but paid his addieffes to a young lady 
of fortune in London. Mrs. Barriff waited on the 
father of this lady, and acquainted him with the dif- 
honourable condu@ of the defendant; in confe- 
quepce of which, he forbade his vifits to his daugh- 
ter. The jury gave the plaintiffa verdi&, with a 
thoufand pound. damages. 
- A tribute of refpeé is due to the memory of Mifs 
Wilkes, daughter of the celebrated Jolin Wilkes,. 
formerly chamberlain of the city of London. Be- 
tween eleven and twelve o’clock at night, on the 
twelfth of March, 1802, fhe called up her fervants, 
and in Jef than an hour, expired. She was pretty far 
advancedin years, and for a contiderable time had been 
deprived of her voice ; though the afterwards reco- 
vered it in fome degrec, but {poke in a harfh difcor- 
vated manner. Her nnd had been fedaloufly culti- 
dant by her father, and the wa» generally reputed a. 
fenfible, well-bred, and accomplifhed woman. Filial 
affection was always a firiking feature in her cha- 
ra&ter, and fhe eminently difplayed this virtue in a 
genercus ufe of her zndependent fortune, in fupport 
of her father, during many fevere cmbarraftinents. 
which his profute ftvle of living had brought upon 
him. It was generally underfluod that fhe poffefied 
many of her father’s manufcripts, with which the 
intended to gratify the public; among which were 
his private and political life, in two diftin& works ; 
as well as many poetical imitations of claflic authors. 
Mifs Wilkes moved in circles of cleganee and fafhion, 
in which her fuperior. talents, knowledge of the 
world, and eafy manners, rendered her very accep- 
table*. 

On the twenty-fecond of April, his majefty iffued 
a proclamation, declaring the conclufion of the war 

with 


The refult was, that they met, and Deftaign was killed. 
Regnier then fent a very violent letter to Menou, ins 
which he accufes him of mental derangement, in yield-. 
ing to the artifices of an zntriguant, and cnfuring unme- 
rited fuccefs to the Englifh. Inthe courfe of this cpiftle, 
he fays, “ A fimple narrative of events, and of your 
“ conduét, is enough to load you with infamy; and 
*4 fhould your name be.tranfmitted to pofterhy, it will be 
* clafled with thofé whofe memory hiftorians have pre- 
 ferved, in order to contraft their charaRer with the 
“ talents and the virtues of the great men, who have 
“ fomeiimes betrayed the fame indulgence which Bona- 
** parte has been pleafed to beftow on you.” 

After accufing Menos of ingratitude, he concludes 
with the following violent declamation :—* Should you 
continue to vegetate under the infamy to which public 
« opinion mut confign you, I will cvafe to notice the 
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with the French republic, his Catholic majefiy, and 
‘the Batavian republic; and, on the Jame day, gn- 


other -preclamation, appointing and commandi 
that a genera] than ering te Blmighey Gea fo 
, thefe bis mercies, be obferved, on Tuefday, the frit 
of June. 7 
_ Bonaparte eb: formed a’ refolution of re-efta- 
Dlithing the Catholic religion in France, that cere- 
‘mony was performed on the eighteenth at Paris, with 
a degree of fplendour perhaps unprecedented even 
in that capital. The fircet from the Thuilleries to 
Notre Dame, was doubly lined with foldiers; a 
guard of gendarmerie and grenadier guards pre- 
ceded the berlin of the chief conful, which was 
-drawn by eight horfes: thofe of the other two con- 
fuls, had each fix horfes; and forty carriages, con- 
‘taining the ambaffadors, counfellors of ftate, and 
minifters, togethcr with five carriages for the moft 
diftinguifhed generals, were each drawn by four 
horfes. The proceflion occupied an hour and a half 
to.the church, where the primary authorities, &c. 
were afiembled. A box, decorated with gold and 
“jewels, and raifed about ten feet, received the con- 
fuls, whilft the Pope’s legate and the two archbifhops 
fat in another oppofite to them. Bona went 
throngh all the ceremonies of folemn mafs, the fol- 
aliers prefenting arms at thofe parts in which the pco- 
ple bow. A box was ereéted for the foreign mi- 
‘nifters, and anotker for the family of the chief con- 
dul, whofe mother, fitting to the right of madame 
Bonaparte, beheld her five fons afiifting at the fo- 
lethnity ; which was clofed by the Ze Deum of Pae- 
‘fiello. Among the confecrations was the fword of 
Bonaparte, the Inlt of which is mounted with the 
jewels formerly belonging to the crown, the famous 
Pitt diamond appearing on the top. 

M. de Boifgelin, late archbithop of Aix, who 
preached before the firft conful on the tenth, is the 
fame prelate who, when Louis XIV. was crowned at 
Rheims, delivered a difcourfe analogous to the fo- 
Jemnity *! : 

On the twenty-ninth of April, the ceremony of 
‘proclaiming peace took place, with the accuftomed 
Faeauniey. The populace began to affemble fo early 
as fix o'clock in the morning, 1m every fituation that 
could command the moft diftant profpeé& of the ca- 
valcade ; and, as the town was never known*to be 
fo full, the crowd was immenfe. The tops of the 


* remains of a life, fullied by fo many aéts of perfidy 
and bafenef,; but thould you again, by your intrigues, 
fucceed in puffing yourfelf into notice, be affured, you 
thall not be able to avoid me, even thould be 
daftard enough to folicit an order for our ‘fepara- 
tion.” 

In confequence of this letter, more blood.thed was to 
be app desl; to prevent which, Regnier was ordered 
to rrere the diftance of thirty leagues from the- ca- 
pital ; 
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houfes were covered with {peftators. The heralds 
pide richly dreffed, and their horfes gaily capari- 


But, amid the gaudy trappings and immoderate 
‘Tejoicings of the living, on the return of peace, the 
unhallowed prattices @f thofe who violate the rites 
of iepultere, received a check. Jofeph Naples was 
indiéed for ftealing dead bodies from the Spa Field 
burying-groand, of which the prifoner was the 
ve-digger ; and alfo for pealins the caps, pillows, 
rouds, nails, fcrews, and coffin-plates, together 
with the coffins wherein they had been buried. The 
Saari counfel, Mr. Conft, endeavoured to pal- 
late the offence, by expatiating on the neceflity of 
the praétice of diffeS&tion, as it was the principal 
fource from which our profeffional men could ac- 
curs knowledge. The ta&, however, being proved, 
t 







jury pronounced the ity; 1g con 
fequence uf which, he was fon to be imprifon. 
ed two years in the houle of coyrecion, 
In the court of Common, P. the fpevcial verdi& 
in the cafe of lord Nelfon ¢. rd Saint Vinceat was 


Sale on the feventeenth ateeac’ il caule of 
aétion was prize-money, ng from a ca 

ture made bs frigate of the Mediterranean fou 
dron, after,tord St. Vincent had.quitted the fleet and 
failed for England: the fleet was atually under the 
command of lord Nelfon, when the capture was 
made. On the of lord Nelfon, it was con- 
tended, that the inftant Jord St. Vincent quitted the 
fleet, the admiral who commanded it was entitled 


to the admiral’s fhare of prize-money. On the part 
to lord St. Waincent, it was replied, that there could 
be but one 


nder in chief of a fquadron; and 
that till ford St. Vincent refi the command, or 
was fuperfeded, the refponfibility of that fituation, 
and the profits, belonged to him, and were not af- 
fetted by his returning to England for his health, 
Addreffes of congratulation to the king on the de. 
finitive treaty of , were inferted, about this 
time, in Conloa Gascea. from the cities of 
Bath, Gloucefter, Coventry, Hereford, Wells, Win- 
chefter; the counties of Northumberland, Surry, 
Norfolk, Somerfet, Devon ; the towns of Southamp- 
ton, Beverley, Stirling, Afhburton, Dumfermline, 
Queens-ferry, Torrington, Banbury, Scarborough, 
Yarmouth, Callington, ala Soc Newcaftle-on- 
Tyne, Kingfton-on-Thames, Pool, Liverpool, and 
“y 


* A moft horrible tranfaAiion took place at Rofetts, 


about this period. Several ily, natives of 
Seay op er 
m I were, 
plan Bix Sing dd by their lovers, dalibe- 
rately murdered by the T 

A fimilar 3& was 


at Cy wen th se 

perpetrated at Cairo, whey 6° 

was evacuated by the French; an rfp 
Alexandria 


many wretched females at, 
fame fate on the departure of the Englifhtgoops, 
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the Proteftant diffenting minifters of London and 
Weltminfter, s 
The king was pleafed to grant to the right honour. 
able Horatio, vifeount and baron Nelfon of the 
Nile, and of Barnham Thorpe, in the county of 
Norfolk, knight of the Bath, and vice-admiral of 
the blue (alfo duke of Bronte in Sicily, and grand 
crofs of the order of St. Ferdinand, and of merit) 
ivechige ates receive oe wen ce inGignia of 
er of the creftent, whi grand figns 
has tranfmitted to him. — 
He alfo granted to major-general fir Eyre Coote, 
knight of the bath, his royal licence to receive and 
wear the infigwia of the order of the crefcent, which 
the grand fignior hath tranfmitted to him *, 


Adultery continued to be the the 
pered and exalted ranks of fociety. In cdle of 
the reverend Mr. Markham v. Fawoet, judgment was 
{uffered to go by default, and the damages had been 
laid at twenty thoufand pounds, againft the defen- 


dant, for criminal converfation with the plaintiffs 
wife. Mr. Ertkine ttated, that the plaintiff was the 
third fon of the archbifhop of Y In 1789, he 
married his prefent wife, Mifs Sutton, the daughter 
of fir Richard Sutton, baronet. The plaintiff and 
defendant had been bred , at Weflminfter 
{chool, and in college, After they had left college, 
and the plaintiff had retired, with his wife and fa- 
mily, to his living in Yarkthire, the defendant un- 
happily came into the fame neighbourhood to refide. 
The plaintiff efteemed him as a brother, and ad- 

mitted him into his family as fuch. No fufpicions 
" were excited by any part of the behaviour of the de- 
fendant, Mr. Fawcet ; and, dreadful it%vas to relate, 
that the criminal intercourfe exifted five years ante- 
cedent to its difcovery, and that at the period of the 
difcovery, Mrs, Markham had become the mother of 
nine children. The plaintiff was thus not only de- 


* The Turkey company alfo manifefted their gratitude 
to fir Sidney Smith, by prefenting him with the freedom 
of the company, and a magnificent piece of plate, in the 
form of a vate, highly decorated; the top terminating 
with the figure of an alligator, and one fide bearing the 
folluwing infcription :—' Prefented by the governor and 
“‘ company of merchants of England, trading into the 
« Levant feas, to captain fir William Sidney Smith, of 
his majefty’s navy, knight of the royal Swedith order 

afthe {word, as ay ype for the fignal fer- 

vices rendered to his country, by his unperalleled de- 
fence of the ancient and important town of St. Jean 
d’Acre, when, with a {mall band of Britith feamen, 
co-operating with the efforts of the Turkih garrifon, 
he enabled that feeble and ill-conttructed fortrefs to 
withftand, for the {pace of fixty-nine days, the re- 
posted and obftingte attacks of an enemy, formidable 
rom nymbers and difcipline, accuftomed to unvarying 
fuccefi, and led on by Bonaparte in perfon; thereby 
totally defegting, the obje® of that general’s expedi- 
Von. Ill. No. 4: . 


ee re felicity, byt was placed ine 
with regard to his children too horrible to 
defcribe, The adultery having been admitted, thore 
was no evidence to that point. ‘The archhithop of 
York, the bithop of Norwich, fir William Foulis, 
and feveral other witnefles, depofed to the happy 
and effeGtionste manner, in whigh Mr. and 


Markham lived er, before fhe became the vie- 
tim of the "s feducive arts. The under. 
theriff recapituleted the evidence, and the jury, after 


retiring about an hour, returned with a verdia for 
the A ose " Damages, feven thoufand pounds. 

The navy and army eftimates were moved on the 
ainth of June, in the houfe of commons. Seventy 
thoufand feamen and marines were voted for the re- 
mainder of the ik but Mr. Addington obferved, 
* that this was os he the peace eftablithmnent, 
which probably would not amount to more than 
thirty thoufand. It was thought unavoidably necef- 
fary to continue the prefent high number, in confe. 
quence of fo many thips of war being in diftant {ta- 
tions abroad. The army eftimates voted, however, 
feem to a h very near to the aGtual peace efta- 
blifhment, and probably they will no further vary 
hereafter, than in certain regulations, which cannot 
now be made. The number of men voted, 1s of 
cavalry fourteen thoufand, comprehending thirty re. 
giments; of infantry, nearly fity thaufand, com- 
prehending feventy regiments, befides the guards, 
making a total of about feventy thoufand men, at 
an expence of two millions and a half annually, The 
duke of York to continue commander in chief, 
with three lieutenant and four major-generals under 
him; befides one lieutenant-gencral for Scotland, 
und one for Ireland. This eftablifhment of the re- 
gulars of the army, is as low as any one expected; 
but it is not to. be regarded as a final arrange. 
ment +.” 


To. 


* tion, and finally forcing him to retreat with the lofs of 
« the third part of his army.” ; 

+ Mr. King, defervedly in high favour with the public, 
quitted the ftage, on the twenty-fourth of May, 1802, 
after having preferved the moft unblemithed reputation, 
during a long life; and the approbation of his auditors, for 
a period of fifty-four years on the theatre. He grate- 

y took his leave of his patrons, in the following ad- 
drefs; in which, for the firft time, he no ] aded his 

art, but gave the utmoft latitude to his feelings, though 
fe ftruggled to conceal the violence of his agitation, 


Whilft in my heart thefe feclings yet furvive, 
That keep refpeét and gratitude alive— ° 
Feelings which, though all others thould decay, 
Will be the laft that time can bear away ; 

The fate that none can fly from I invite, 

And deem my own dramatic death this night. 
Patrons, farewell! . 
Though you Mill kindly my defeéts would {pares 


6U Conftant 
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. ‘To the honour of the united kingdom, the honfe 
of commons: refolved themfelves into a com- 
mittee of fupply, to which the confidcration of 
Dr. Jenner's petition, relative to vaccine innocula- 
tion was preferred. Admiral Berkley rofe, and after 
adverting to all the particulars contained in the re- 
port, on the petition of Dr. Jenner, the difcoverer 
of the cow-pox, ftated, that Dr. Jenner had loft an 
extenfive praftice in this country, by bis application 
in catrying into effeé& his difcovery ; and, when he 
had accomplihed it, he voluntarily promulgated the 
fecret for the benefit of the world. The expence of 
forcign Slag aalpoigets with this gentleman, coft him 
from twenty-five to thirty fhillings a-day, which to: 
to man of fortune would be deemed confiderable, 
but, to a man of none, it was a very ferious confi- 
deration. The numbér of patients loft annually in 
the united kingdom by the {mall-pox, was eftimated 
at forty-five thoufand; and, ing the number 
throughout the habitable globe, a viétim fell every 
fecond of time to this deftru&ive malady. He con- 
cluded by moving, “ that it is the opinion of the 

committee, that a fum not exceeding ten thou- 

fand pounds, be granted to his majefty, to be paid 

as a remuneration to Dr. Edward Jenner, for pro- 

malgating the difcovery of the vaccine inocula- 

tion, by which mode that dreadful malady, the 

fmall-pox, was prevented.” . 

Sir Henry Mildmay moved an amendment, that 
inftead of the fum of ten thoufand pounds, the words 
‘¢ twenty thoufand } eed fhould be inferted ; 
which was alfo feconded. 

A long converfation enfued, and a divifion took 
place on the amendment. For the original motion 
to remunerate Dr. Jenner with a fum not exceeding 
ten thoufand pounds, ayes fifty-nine, noes fifty-fix, 
of courie the amendment was | 

The twenty-fixth of June being appointed for 
laying the foundation-ftune of that great national 
work, the London Docks, a vaft concourfe of per- 
fons affembled from all quarters, to witnefs a cere- 
mony which commenced an undertaking of fo much 
public utility. About two o'clock, the chancellor of 
the exchequer, lords Hawkefbury and Hobart, Mr. 
N. Vanfittart, fir A. Hammond, and many other 
gentlemen, arrived at Wappiig. They were con. 
du@ed round the works adjacent to the river, and 
fhewn the engines and plans. After which, they 


Conftant indulgence, who would with to bear ? 
Who, that retains the fenfe of brighter days, 
Can fue for pardon, while he pants for praife ? 
On well-earned fame the taind with pride refieQs, 
Rut pity finks the man whom it  apicy , 
Your fathers had my flrength. My only claim 
Was zeal; their favour was my only fame. 
_ Of Inte, too often, when the whole was dug, 
I’ve paid half-fervice to the mafe and you. 
Not what 1 was, I now decline the field, - 
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were conduéted to the foundation of the entrance. 
bafins, where two {tones were prepared to be Jaid, 
each weighing about two tons and a half. The firft 
ftone was laid by the chancellor of the exchequer, 
lord Hawkefbury, and fir Richard Neave, chairman, 
and.Edward Forfter, deputy chairman. When this 
ftone was laid, two glafs bottles, containing the gold, 
filver, abd copper-coins, of the prefent reign, with 
a medal of the king’s recovery, and the peace, were 
depofited in a hole made in the ftone; and over them 
a uae: containing the following in{cription, was 
placed :—‘< This fone was laid on Saturday, the 
** twenty-fixthof June, 4nn. Dom. 1802, in the foun- 
“* dation of the entrance bafin of the London Docks, 
** undertaken by private fubfcription, for the greater 
‘* accommodation and fecurity of sHIPPING, com- 
‘* MERCE, and REVENUE, within the port of Lon- 
*¢ don; and purfuant to an a& paffed on the twenty- 
‘* fixth day of June, Ann. Dom. 1800, in the for- 
** tieth year of the reign of George the Third.” 
The chancellor of the exchequer threw a purfe of 
aes on the fione for the workmen ; after which the 
econd ftone was laid. Three times three cheers 
were then given both to the firft and fecond ftones. 

_ The order of the day for the fecond reading of a 
bill for abolithing the practice of bull-baiting and 
bull-running, being read in the houfe of commons, 
fir Richard Hill rofe, in order to give his decided 
fupport to the meafure ; as the bill went to abolith a 
praétice which the common fenfe, the dignity, the 
decorum, and the piety of the houfe, would concur 
in condemning. The honourable baronet then read 
an extra& from the Bury paper; which ftated that 
a bull, whic#in the morning was tame and gentle, 
had been faftened to a ring, and gored till it became 
furious : it was then baited by dogs and more brutal 
men, to the great danger of the inhabitants of that 
place. After being baited for fome'time it got loofe, 
and was fecured ; and was again faftened with ropes, 
and his hoofs cut off. ‘* Good God!” faid the ho- 
nourable baronet, ‘‘ what an age we live in, when 2 
- dumb animal, given by the Almighty for the 
ae funport and fuccour of man, and to whom he 
ee page to be tender and careful, is tortured“by 
*© thofe who are worfe than favages.” He then 
quoted fir Matthew Hale’s fentiments on mercy, as 
well as thofe of king Solomon. That wife man had 
faid, ‘the merciful man fheweth mercy to his beatt, 


And ground thofe arms which I but feebly wield. ~ 
The poet, nearly breathlefs, lame, or blind, 

Whilf the mufe vifits his creative mind, 

Continues wearing his immortal wreeth, 

Lives in his fame, and triumphs over death. 

But every chance that deals the paffing blow, 

Lays the poor agtor’s thost-liv’d trophids low : 

That chance has come to me, that comes to all ; 

My drama dohe, I let the curtain fall. 


& 
r © but 


4 


GEORGE Ul. 


** but the mercy of the wicked man is cruelty.” 
This fentiment bad never been called in queftion in 
this country, whatever it might have been in a neigh- 
hourin nation! 

Mr. Windham, after fome farcaftical ohfervations 
on affe&ted mercy and tendernefs, faid he was in- 
clined to check every cruelty to brutes, but he never 
would pretend, on that account, that he had more 
humanity than thofe who delighted in fuch fports. 
He did not fee why contemplating the courage of 
the bull-dog was not as rational a fource of amufe- 
ment as ri Ser fagacity of the hound, or the 
quick eye of the bawk. Gentlemen were often fond 
of fhooting, and he fuppofed there was no cruelty 
in that fport. None but perfons of the moft delicate 
fenfibility praGtifed that mode of killing animals. If 
the prefent bill thould pafs, he would move to brin 
in one to do away hunting, fhooting, and all the crue 
amufements, of the re orders. 

Colonel Grofvenor thought the houfe ought not to 
interfere in the.amufcments of the common people : 
the higher orders had their Bulingion, and the lower 
might be permitted to have their Bu//. 


* The virtues of generofity and gratitude are fo ftrong- 
ly pourtrayed in the following correfpondence between 
fir F rancis Burdett and the rev. Dr. Parr, that an infertion 
of the two epiftles cannot be deemed intrufive: 

e Sir, 

“Tam forry that it is not in my power to place you in 
**a fituation which would well become you—I mean in 
« the epifcopal palace at Bugden: but I can bring you very 
‘‘ near to it; for I have the prefentation to a rectory now 
“ vacant within a mile and a half of it, which is very much 
“cat Dr. Parr’sfervice. It is the re€tory of Grafham, at 
“ prefent worth two hundred pounds a-year, and, as I am 
** informed, may foon be worth two hundred and feventy ; 
“and I this moment learn that the incumbent died laft 
“« Tuefday. : 

“ Dr. Parr’s talents and character might well entitle 
“‘ him to better patronage than this, from thofe who know 
“* how to eftimate his merits; but I acknowledge that a 
“t great additional motive with me to the offer I now 
«* make him is, that I believe I cannot do any thing more 
“ pecafing to his friends, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and Mr. 
“Knight; and [ defire you, Sir, to confider yourfelf 
a obliged to them only. I have the honour to be, Sir, 
‘¢ with'the greateft refpedt, your obedient fervant, 

“ Francis Burpert.” 


 Vicarage-houft, Buckden, Sept. 26, 1802. 
«« Dear Sir, 

« After rambling in various parts of Norfolk, I went to 
“ Cambridge, and from Cambridge I yefterday came to 
“ the parfonage of my moft ref le friend Mr. Malt- 
“by, at Buckden, where I this morning had the honour 
“9 ceeriving 10 letter. Mrs. Pars opened it laft Fri- 
“day at Hatton, and I truft you will pardon the liberty 
* the took in defiring your fervant to convey it to me 
“in Huntingdonthire, where the knew that I fhould be, 
** as upon this day. 


a 
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- Mr. Sheridan repeated a number ‘of inftances, in 
which the ae barbarity of men was difplayed, in 
the methods which worrying of bulls was taught and 
encouraged in dogs. Among others, be mentioned 
the ‘cireumftance in which the mafter fet the bitch to 
pin a bull, and in order to prove its blood and perti.. 
nacity, cut the bitch’s head off, together with fome of 
the other limbs, and afterwards fold the puppies at four 
guineas a-piece. He afhed what fort of feeling or 
gratitude did a Poca 05 of en kind teach to the 
young and tender mind? He declared his refolution 
of voting in favour of the bill. The houfe then di- 
vided,—Ayes 51, noes 64 ; majority 13. Confequently 
the bill was loft, and bull-baiting wasnot fupprefied*. 

On the twenty-eighth of June, the king repaired, 
in his ftate-coach to the houfe of lords, where he de- 
livered a fpeech from the throne, and prorogued the 
houfes of parliament. The fpcech announced an 
intention of immediately diffolving the prefent, and 
calling a new parliament: in confequence of which, 

a proclamation was iffued by his majetty, on the fal- 
lowing day, for the purpofe of diffolving the parlia- 
ment. 


In 
‘‘ Permit me, dear Sir, to requeft that you would ac- 
“‘ cept the warmeft and moff fincere thanks of my heart, 
“for this unfolicited, but moft honourable expreflion of 
** your good will towards me. Nothing can be more im- 
“important to my worldly interefts than the fervice 
you have done me ia prefenting me to the living 
of Grafham. Nothing can be more exquifitely 
gratifying to my very beft feeling, than the lan- 
guage in which you have conveyed to me this mark of 
your friendthip. Indeed, dear Sir, you have enabled 
me to pafs the years of declining life in comfortable and 
honourable independence. You have given me addi- 
tional and unalterable convi@tion, that the firmnefs with 
which I have adhered to my principles, has obtained 
for me the approbation of wife and good men. And when 
that approbation affumes, as it now does, the form of pro- 
tediion, I fairly confefs to you, that the patronage of fir 
Francis Burdett has a right to be ranked among the 
proudeft, as well as the happieft events of my life.” 
After fome further effufions of gratitude from the re- 
verend doétor, he thus concludes—* The living of Graff- 
“ham will be of intinite value to me, becaufe itis tenable 
“ with a re€tory I now have in Northamptonthire; and 
“happy I am, that my future refidence will be fixed, 
“and my exiffence clofed, upon that fpot where fir 
“« Francis Burdett has given me the power of fpend- 
“ing my old age with comforts and conveniencies quite 
“* equal to the extent of my fondeft withes, and far fur- 
“ pafling any expetations I have hitherto vertured to 
‘indulge. I have the honour to be with the greateft 
‘ refpect and moft uufeigned thankfulnefs, dear fr, your 
“ very obedient faithful fervant, 
; “S$. Pane.” 
A privy council was held on the eighteenth of Sep. 
tember, at Windfor, at whieh a proclamation was iffued, 
and publithed in the gazette, fummoning parliament to 
meet on the fixteenth of November. 


At 
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In the Confervative Senate in Paris, about this time, 
Napoleon Bonaparte was proclaimed Chief Confal for 
life. At the fame time it was decreed, that a ftatne 
of holding in one hond the laurel of viory, 
and in the other the decree of the fenate, fhall atteft 
to pofterity the gratitude of the nation. The fenate 
engaged to convey to the firit conful the expreffion 
of the confidence, the love, and the admiration of the 
French people. 

Much has been fai@ of the commiffion of fuicide in 
England, and that crime has becn ftrongly imputed by 
foreigners to thofe iflanders as a kind of national pro- 
po ; but by advices from Vienna we are credi- 

ly informed, that within the fpace of two months, 
forty-feven fuicides had been committed in that 
city: m confequence of which, it was faid to 
have been in contemplation, to order the dead bodies 
of thofe who were their own deftroyers, to be hung 
on the gallows by the public executioner, in order 
a deter others from thc commiffion of this defperate 


On Wednefday, December 21, 1802, the hing 
was pleafed to grant the dignities of Baron and Vif- 
count of the united kingdom of Great Britain ‘and 
Treland, to the a honourable Henry Dundas, and 
his heirs male, by the names, ftiles, and titles of 
Baron of Durina, in the county of Perth, and Vif- 
count Melville, in the county of Edinburgh *. 

On the fourthof November, in the afternoon, the 
French ambaffador, general Andreoffi, arrived at 
Quillacq’s hotel, Calais, The municipality went 
out in proceffion to meet him, and he was faluted 
with repeated difcharges of cannon on his arrival at 


* At Stirbitch theatre, on the evening of the 28th of Oc- 
tober, the ladies and gentlemen in one of the front boxes, 
were alarmed with the cry of fire, from behind the boxcs, 
but not loud — to be —— the audience in ge- 
neral: they immediately arofe, and, perceiving nothing 
extraordinary, were inclinable to be feated again ; but, 
hearing the cry repeated, they began to haften to the doors : 
every part of the houfe was now extremely alarmed, and 
great confufion enfued. Many from the gallery began to 
throw theenfelves over into the pit: others ran to the ftairs 
an. greatly impeded the paflage; whilft fome fell headlen 
down the ftairs, and were trodden under foot. Ladies an 
gentlemen, from the upper boxes precipitated themdelves 
snto the pit, aud clambered over the tra to the ftage. 
Many perfons of both fexes were much brused, and feve- 
ral limbs babies cheat? sala a y loft. 
A gang of pic ets were to have vifited the 
fit, and fpread a falfe alarm to aid them in their depre- 
dations, as feveral ladies" were cut off, and 
‘watches, trinkets, &c. were A reward of one hun- 
dred guineas was offered hy the managers, om éenvidtion 
of the er or offenders. gs che 

. wing grant re equal howowr an: - 
flawer-tad the receiver: Whiteball, Jan. 7, 3803. The 


td 
hing hat pen graciouily in confidesatian of the 
fg poe performed to his majefty, and tp his ally 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


Calais; the military being determined to. pay him 
every mark of honour. On the fucceeding Ow 
he wént on board the Parfait Union, captain Mof- 
cou, for Dover. He was again faluted with ‘dif- 
charges of artillery, and efcorted by the military to 
the water-fide ; and at half after fix he fet fail amidft 
a grand difcharge of cangon. As there was but jittle 
wind, he was not ex to reach Dover before 
five in the evening. military were ander arms 
to receive him. 

Lord Whitworth, the Britith ambaffador, arrived 
at Calais on the fourteenth, after a pleafant patiege. 
‘He was received on his landing, by an immente con- 
courfe of poople, and with loud huzzaing. The 
guns were fired, and the flags difplayed on the 
church-fieeples. When his excellency arrived at 
the inn, where a captain’s guard mounted, he was 
complimented by the conftitutional authorities, con- 
fifting of the mayors, the commiffarf-general Mcn- 

ud, the juge de pair, &c. After thele, general 

arbafannc advanced, at the head of tlie officers of 
the garrifon, Dinner’ being ended, his excellency 
and {uite were formally invited to avian a | them 
at the theatre, in order, as they declared, that the 
ae might have an epee aaty of what 

ad been fo long and fo ardently defired, an Englith 
ambaffador in France. They were received with 
enthufiaftic joy !—* God fave the king,” was ftruck 
up, and played for a quarter of an hour,. attended 
with the plaudits of the whole houfe, who ftood up 
whilft it was playing, in the good old Englith fathion. 

On the jeventeenth, the ambaffador from the 
French republic was introduced to the king, and bad 


the Ottoman emperor, by fir William Sidney Smith, knt. 
commander, aa crofs of the royal Swedith military 
order of the {word, a captain ‘in the royal navy, and re- 
prefentative for the city of Rochefter ;~-and to evince 
the fenfe which his majeity entertams of the great abilit 

and heroic perfeverance, manifefted by him the faid fir 
William Sidney Smith upon divers occaftens, and more 
efpecially of his able and highly diftinguithed condué in 
defence of the town of St. John d’Acre, in Syria, in 1799 ; 
his majefty grants certain augmentations to the armarisl 
enfigns borne by his family. [dere follow the . 

The faid arms snd creft to be borne by him, and by his 
iffte, er with 7 fest rd Cour de ag on 
thou, ivi ing fu rs be limited to 
the neh of tae , the kni 5 ep his majefty’s orders, 
and the proxies of princes of the blood royal at ins: 
tions, except under particular circumftances : 


bwed 


in the 
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his formal dudience at St. James’s.. The French am- 
beffador and his fuite, — ly apprifed by 
ee Te that court, of the order of proceedirt ; 


cy’s carriage was at his door, n Portland- 

a before one o'clock. A confiderable num- 
of perfons affembled there to fee him {fet off : 
about a quarter after one he appeared, dreffed in a 


general’s uniform of the confular guard. The edges 


of the coat and button-holes were beautifully em- 


broidered with gold, on a {carlet ground :. his white 
{atin waiftcoat, was alfo richly embroidered with 
gold; and a large broad fath furrounded his body, 
compofed of fcarlet filk net, beautifully wrought 
with gold. On entering his carriage, the fpefators 
cheered, but not loudly or generally, which induced 
the gencral to pay no regard to the compliment. 
When he arrived at St. James’s he was conduéted b 
fir sg nett Cotterel, Andreoffi having his credentials 
in his hand. After fome time, his majefty went into 
the prefence chamber, when his excellency was intro- 
duced to him by fir Stephen Cotterel, and prefented 
his credentials. 

On the following day a circumftance of a very dif- 
ferent complexion occurred. Information was given 
to Mr. Carpenter Smith, and another magiftrate at 
Union Hall, in confequeuce of which a fearch war- 
rant was iffued, and Mr. Stafford, the chief clerk, at- 
tended by a numerous body of peace officers, went 
to the Oakley Arms, in Oakley-ftreet, Lambeth ; 
where they apprehended colonel Defpard, and 
twenty-nine labouring men and foldiers, the major 

rt of them Infh, and conduéted them to Union- 

ll. The next morning this intelligence was con- 
municated by the Union-hall magiftrates to fir 
Richard Ford, who was then at his houfe in Sloane- 
Greet. Sir Richard with his ufual diligence, repaired 
to Union-hall, where Colonel Defpard underwent a 
long private examination before him and three other 
magiltrates, after which he was committed to the 
county gaol of Surry. The warrant of commitment 
expreisly charged him with confpiring to compafs 
the death of the king, and was grounded upon the 
ogth of the foldier who gave the information, with 
the circumftancesarifing out of his exathination. ‘The 


remaining twenty-nine were committed without any 
examination ; fourteen of them to Tothill-fields 
en rat sage the houfe of salt in 
Co 8. party when furprized, faid 
a ere a club that met there for jnnoeeat recrea- 
tion. This was the only.nccowst they gave of them- 
felves. Strong evidence, however, appeared againft 
them that they were concetned in treafonable prac- 
tices, which was not weakened, when a printed form 
of an oath was found in the reom where they were 


Calon 

C Delpard was afterwards examiyed by the 

ey before whom he was taken h 

cuffed and very heavily ironed. , Mrs. Defpard ap- 
Vox. HI. No. 417. 
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plied for admiffion to fee hits, which was ref 

and fhe withdrew, after having waited ahhh 
hour in the anti-chamber. When the colonel was 


brought ont; be walked with great difficulty, in con- 
fequence of the weight of his irons. He ‘was con- 
veyed in a hackney-coach flrongly guarded to New- 


e. 


gat 
On the ninth of February, colonel Edward Mar- 


cus Defpard was tried at the New Seffions Houfe, 


Borough, before Lord Ellenborough, for high trea- 
fon. After hearing the evidence, and the lord chief 
juttice’s judicious comments on the feveral particu- 
lars, the jury withdrew for about half an hour ; 
pin they returned they pronounced the prifoner 
guilty. 


The court then, purfifant to adjournment, met at 


nine o'clock on the following morning, aud pro- 
ceeded to the trial of John Wood, Thomas Brough- 
ton, John Francis, Thomas Phipps, ‘Thomas New- 
man, John Doyle, Daniel Tyndall 

Wratton, William Lander, Artiur Graham, Samuel 


James Sedwick 


Smith, and John M‘Namara. After hearing the evi- 
dence, the jury retired for an hour and thirty mi- 
nutes : they then returned a verdt& of guilty, arainh 
the following nine prifoners: Joha Wood, ‘Thomas 
Broughton, Jolm Francis, T'liomas Newinan, Daniel 
Tyndall, J. Scdwick Wratten, William Lander, 
Arthur Graham, and John M‘Namaya. : 
After a gencral addrcfs to the miferable wretches 
who were oomed to fuffer for their treafon, he thus 
particularly and pathetically lamented the conduét 
of colonel Defpard :—‘' You Edward Marcus Det- 
“¢ pard, in whom the dignified pride of birth, the 
“ advantages of a liberal education, and the hahite 
‘¢ of intercourfe in that rank, in which vour con- 
<¢ du@ was once fo highly honourable, and from the 
“ teftimony borne of your former conduét, by the 
honourable companions of your earlier purfiits 
‘¢ adduced in this court as witnefles for your cliarac- 
« ter, fhould have induced us.to expeét widely dif- 
“© ferent condué& and principles: how grofsly have 
“ you mifapplied and abufed the talents and oppor- 
“ tunites which you enjoyed for honourable diftinc- 
“ tion in fociety ; andhow have you degraded yourlelf 
‘© to the affociation of thofe unfortunate and wretch- 
- ed companions, by whom you are now {urroundéd, 
“ in whole ignomintgus fate you fo juftly Giare ; but 
‘‘ who are the unhappy vidtims of - Rucive 
“ perluafion and example. ‘I do “sot with, at ‘this 
“ awful moment, to urge any thing to you,’ and the 
‘ degrading companions by whont: “ert ‘far. 
“ rounded, to fharpen the bitterdefs of Your feeling 
‘© ynder the ignominy of vour fate § WO 
is sel a pga ay to, 
‘© during ort peri Jyour -remaisieg Ji 
¢ witha dae fenfe Pe nated dneatin eakoe 
“¢ the criminal condu& wineh has .invelved you it 
“ your prefent ignominious;fate: I would easne&ly” 
6X “ eutrcat 
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* entreat you ztalonfly to endeawour so fubdue the 
‘$ callous infenGibiltty of heart, of which in an a. 
‘¢ fated hogr, you have booted, and regain that fa- 
nate afleRion of the armel, which eo 
“© your dowl for that dplvatinn, which by the infinite 
“* mercy ef God I hope you aaay obtaia.” 
In the Court of King's Bench, on the fourteenth ef 
February, Jobn Peltier was conviited of a libel againit 
. eon Bonaparte, Sirf conful and chief magif. 
trata of the oboacraplety dares Lord EXienborouga 
declared, that fuch ions agaiaft the charac- 
ter and peefon of a foreign magiftrate could not pafs 
riemengeate in this ree ss they bad a dire& om 
y to interre deftroy ce now hap. 
ily fubfifting baves the two conpities ; and there. 
ore, in point of law, a libel. fa ies 
niteur, between the pleni cary of the 
ynafter of the Order of and fir A. . it 
d matter 


sppewred that M. de Thomafi, the new 

difpatched his lieutenant M. de Bafy, invefled 
with fall power to take poflefiion of the ifland, where 
be arrived on the twenty-eighth of February. His 
firft fte rants demand he aelie of the place, to 
2 received only a verbal aniwer in the nega- 
tive, from the governor: not fatisfied with this, he 
wrote a letter, containing a formal demand of the 
piace by virtue of the fourth h of the tenth 
article of the treaty of Amiens. To this addrefs, fir 
- Ball returned an explicit anfwer, ftating, that as 
of the powers invited by the teath article of 
to guarantee the i of Malta, 
acceded to that mecafure; he did not 
If authorized to put an end to the go- 
his majefty in that ifland, until he re- 

ial inftru@ions from his court. 
Malta, about this time, gave an ac- 
very un difturbances that had 
at the opera there, with Vial, 
minifter, in c of his vefufal to 
up, or take off his hat when “‘ Ged fave the 
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there eritheut tim, ee 
houfe, on their zo Ra 

the sudiencs did, ow 
it feems vlear, from : 
cafion, that he withed to deaw fone infick @ 
felf, that remonftranoes might 


biee- 
be te 


ruption, the fallowing circemftance of penifhniest 
for an to comméit fuch an offence, may al. 
ford confolation te the tovors ef integrity. Thomas 
Hanlin, convited of offering Mr. Addington two 
thowfand pounds for tle place of landing officer et 
Plymouth, was brought up te receive ag ct lag 
the court. Mr. jaftice Grofe, after Rating the 
enormity of his offence, ia foliciting that to be done 
v Lance which if ¢emplied with, would tend to 
total deftru&ion of eli honour and profperity in 
the country, as far as conneéted with its minifters, 
hoped the fentence the cuart would infli@ apon him 
would deter all others from fimilar attempts. The 
= awarded, appes hata pay a of one 
un pounds, an in in the King’s 
Bench fot three months. . ; 

Early in the month of March, 1808, the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer delivered the following mef- 
fage from his majefty at the bar of the houfe:— 
“*'G. R. His majefty having taken into his moft 
‘ cious confideration the eminent fervices of rear- 
“* admiral fir James Saumarez, knight of the moft 
“ honourable Order of the Bath, and alc 
‘* the valour, premptnefs, and intrepidity he aif. 
“ played inan engngemant with a Spanith f : 
* upon the 12th of July, 1801, in the ts of 
‘¢ Gibraltar, recommends it to his faithful commons, 
‘* to grant unto him, the faid fir James Saumarez, 
‘¢ K. B. an annuity of twelve hundred pounds for 
“* the term of his natural life.” 

The houfe having refoived itfelf into a committee 
on his majefty’s meflage, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer rofe, and obfetved, that it would not be ne- 
ceflary for him to: offer many ts to induce 
the committee to accede to the motion whicl he 
fhould have the honour to make, refpe@ing bis ma- 


“ and truft, notwithitanding my fate, and 
“ the fate of many others, who tay follow me, dat £2 


the af Wherty, jufticd, and heusnity 
« triumph over falfehood, défpotifie, and delafon, 
“ every elfe hoftile to the interefis of the humen 
“ pace. sow, having Seid ghis, I have notbing 


“ wore to add, but to wilh you all that health, that hap- 
fer aaeas curntare copa a mee 
“mm , aS Jar ap in wer, 
“fe every ove of you, and for mankeat in oa 
fentence which is ufually 
rei refpod 16 thefe, they were 
cy to be dened baie, ed their heads fepasated 


* + Jefty’s 


2 
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olay gmcious aaemtenicstion... The name of 
gratifying 40 ev a onourable eaind, 
could oppreciats * jedly the importance of the naval 
charaiter tothe country, To defcribe the fervice of 
the admiral, would be to sefer to fome of the 
le achievements to be found in the 

naval hifery, from the ycar 1780 down to the pre- 
fent time. This confideration had induced his ma- 
jefty to refort to the recommendation now before the 
conunittee ; the adoption of which would ferve as a 
frefh incentive to additional exploits, and muft ani- 
mate the brave defenders of the cenntry to future 
exertions, worthy of the Britifh flag, and the Blory 
of the nation. He then moved, that the annual fum 
of twelve hundred pounds be to his majelty, 
to enable him to reward the fervices of rear-admiral 
fir James Saumarez, out of the confolidated fund of 
Great Britain, and the motion was agreed to. 

Antecedent to this honourable teftimony of the 
admiral’s merits, the chamberlain of London, ac- 
companied by the lord mayor, alderman Le Meffurier, 
and feveral other gentlamen, affembled at the cham- 
berlain’s office, in Guildhall, had preiented to ad- 
miral fix James Saumarez, the thanks, and the fword 
voted to him by the official reprefentatives of the 
city of London. On which occafion, the chamber- 
lain, feated in his chair, thus addrefled the admiral : 
 & Admiral fir James Seumanez, I give you joy, and 
“* in purfuance of the unanimous refolution of the lord 
‘* mayor, aldermen, and corporation of the city of 
** London, in common-conncil affembled, offer you 
“ the thanks of the court for the very ogy ini and 
“‘ fplendid yiftories obtained by the force under 
‘* your command over a Spanith and French fleet of 
“* fupertor force, on the fixth of July, 1801, off 
‘© Algeziras; and on the thirteenth of the fame 
‘* month, off Cape Trafalgar. 

*< It was farther refolved, that you fhould be ad- 
** mitted to the freedom of this great city ; that your 
‘* name fhould be thofe of the illuftri- 
‘* ous charaftera which adorn the civic roll: and, as 
‘« arteflimony of the fenfe the court entertains of the 
“ eminent ferviees rendered by you, to your coun- 
: uy, that you fhould be prefented with this 

WORD. 


se vas Sd long, Sir, may you continue to 


- veer which fo eminently and grace- 
"+ **“fally adorn your brow,” &e. 
o Sir James Seumarez, wise us then dreffed im full 


waiform, received the fword, and returned a re- 
“ herlaig, I receive this freed, 
*¢ freedom of the firft ad in the world, with the 
“* utmoft gratitude ; and feel the higheft obligation 
“to you, Sv, for the fiettering manner in which 
pou have eonreyed the refolytion of the corpora- 
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¢¢ tien, 40 secerd aay meme the vit 
Renders he nyt 
‘¢ if foreign or domeftic enemies hould agai 
* your quiet, | hall be to draw the fwerd in 
«A td wecmntny Crary took place on 
inary e on 
hal nla Meal niles London ; at an 
our in the mofning, a preteuded mefienger arri 
at the ma , with a letter which he faid 
had received from Jord Hawkelbury, and requefed 
it might be delivered immediately to the lord mayer. 
The of this epiftle wes booted and ff 
and had ali the appearance of baving juft com 
a long and fatiguing journey. Being informed that 
the lord mayor was not at home, he exprefled (ome 
regret ; but faid he would leave the letter, and beg. 
ged the fervant would place it where his lo 
might fee it immediately on his return. The fabri. 
cation was accordingly found on the table when he 
revifited his city manfioh ; and be perufed it with 
ali thofe emotions of joy, which, as a friend to peace, 
fuch confoling information muft give birth to. I 
was us follows : 
Lorp Mayor. 
Downing ftreet, shat morning, 8 o'clock, 
ay 5, ° 

‘ Lord Hawkefbury prefents his compliments to 
“ the lord mayor, and has the honour to acquaint 
‘¢ his lordfhip that the negociation between this 
“ country and the French republic is brought to an 
‘* amicable conclufion.” 

The letter was fealed with lord Hawkefbury’s feal, 

The lord mayor, after fome proper enquiries ref- 
peéting the appearance of the perfon who was c 
with the conveyance of this interefling epiftle, was 
perfeétly fatisfied that ne impofition had race 
tifed on his credulity, and therefore inftantly refolved 
to communicate the happy event to his fellow citizens, 
He copied the letter with his own hand, and eawled it 
to be affixed in a confpicuous place on the outfide of 


the manfion-houfe, The contents were thefe: 
_ May 5, 1803. 
© Lord eceherde Brae this morning, inforined 
‘¢ the lord mayor, that the negociation with the 


‘“ French republic is brought to an amicable con- 
‘© clofion.” 

A fecond copy was fent to Lioyd's, and his lord. 
fhip went himfelf with the original to the Rock-ex- 
change. Soon after he returned to the manfion-henfe, 
and wrote a letter tolord Hewkefbary, expreffing his 
fatisfaGtion on the oecafion. : 


Printed notices were then egnd the cuf- 
toni-houfe, declaring the embargo tq en off 
fhips laden with fult-pefre, &e. and, in uence 
of this delufion, the funds rienced’ aa immedi- 


ate Yife from 694. to 114. A real treafury meffen 
however was thon difpatched to sono the faites 
of 


544 


of the-intelligence; in conf “of which the 

ine sss aca was read in the public-firéet 
FF the city eaarfhal,: ; 
.” Phe cuafulion which now prevailed was beyond 
all defcription : the ftock-exchange was immediatel} 
fhut, ay the committee came to the following refo- 
lution: That all bargains made in the morning, 
faould be declaved null and ooid. Some difficulty, 
however, erofe refpedting the aftual purchale of 
fock for money, Mr. Templeton aohiing oP a trans- 
fer receipt for veduced fiock, which he had juft 
made for the commiffioners for liquidating the na- 
tional debt. An appeal was therefore made to the 
dire&tors of the bank, who gave it as their opinion, 
“¢ that the money purchafers of reduced ftock for go- 
vernment, made that day, fhould fland at yefter- 
day's clofing prices, viz. 64; but referved the de- 
livery of any opinion on the points of money-pur- 
cha(es till eleven o'clock on Kriday! The fubferib- 
ers then entered into a refolution, that all fales of 
the two days fhould be delivered to a committee of 
the houfe, to facilitate the difcovery of the perfon 
who fi the notification. The confequence was 
a rapid fall of the funds from feventy-one to fixty~ 
three. The bank direétors afterwards altered their 
opinwns refpeGting a@ual money bargains made in 
confequence of the forgery, and informed the ftock- 
exchange committee, that the government commif- 
fioners had authorifed them to pay the full price for 
the reduced ftock, which their had thus pur- 
chafei on their account, viz. fixty-nine and a half 
per cent. ~ 

In confequence of various reports, the ftock-ex- 
change committee prevailed on the lord mayor to 
addrefs a note to lord Hawkefbury, foliciting infor- 
mation, and ftating the occafion of his application. 
To this note, the chancelior of the exchequer return- 
ed the following anfwers 


“¢ My lord, 


«¢ As Jord Hawkefbury is not at the foreign effice, 
s¢ have opened your lordfhip’s note, conformably 
S< to the with exprefied through your meffenger. If 
-& any information had -been received by govern- 
‘¢ ment, which could properly be the fubje& of 
« public communication, vour lordfhip may be 
-6¢ ‘gffured that fuch communication would net have 
‘¢ been withheld. I feelit however my duty diftinct- 
‘6 ly to caution your lerdfsip again receiving im- 
-&¢ preffions of the defcri alluded to, threugh any 
-66 imauthorized channel of.information.” 

\I havethe honoar to be, &c. 
Huwry Appinoron. 
Deowning-frcet, Saturday noon. 


©'Wighin the door of the abbey, the kings matter 
cook zed the following edatonition to gach com- 
paniea" Sir knight, the great oath that ‘you have 
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On Thirfday the nineteenth , the day Hp:). 
pointed by the favereigm, twetdty-two knights of the. 
mot hogoerable order of the bath, were é 
in Weltminficr Abbey. This order of knighthood 
was founded by Henry IV. and ifhed, by 
= the Firt, as Posichesh aioli 25: .The 
plendour and magnificence of the procetlion was 
highly gratifying to thé fpe&ators, Though the 
early hour of nine in the morning was,appompted fot 
opening the doors of the Abbey, a great number of 
carriages were in Dean’s yard (the placc for entranve 
to the aifles) and an immenfe crowd of the populace 
were aflembled in Old Palace Yard confiderably be- 
fore the appointed time. It is fuppofed there were 
about ten thoufand fpetators within the body of the 
church, in the courfe of the day. Every porch or 
niche in the buildmg, which could afford a profpe& 
of the procefiion, was fitted up as a temporary ac- 
commodation for yifitors, which were chiefly of the 
firft ee 3 as tickets could only be obtained 
through the influence of the members of the order, 
the dignitaries of the cathedral, or the payment of a 
high premium proportioned to the eligibility of the 
fituation. 

A covered platform was prepared,’ with the floor- 
ing elegantly matted, extending from the honfe of 
lords, acrofs old Palace yard, to communicate with 
the Abbey at the Poet’s Corner. On this the pro- 
ceffion paffed from the prince’s chamber in the houfe * 
of lords, to the Abbey, about eleven o'clock. It 
was near twelve before they reached the further end 
of the great aifle, where the queen and princeffes 
were fe ited in a gallery embelisthed for the purpofe 
by the dean. His i highnefs the duke of York, 
as grand mafter, walked laf of the order, with his 
train-bearers and attendants following. About half 
an hour after twelve, they were all in the chapel of 
king Henry the Seventh, the gates of which were 
immediately clofed. The knights were then inflalled 
with great ccremony, and a little after three they 
returned to the prince’s chamber. Lords Nelfon, 
Keith, and Whitworth, and feveral others, were in- 
ftalled by proxy. +. 

The knights perfonally infialled were fir Alured 
Clarke, fir Henry Harvey, fir J. F. Craddock, lord 
Henley, fir William Pitt, right honourable fir Jo- 
feph Banks, fir James Henry Craig, fir James Col- 


POvs, lord Hutchinfon, fir Eyre Coote, and — 
vid Dandas *, 

The official correfj , during the ~ kr 
tion for adjufting di which were fa to 
exift between Great Britain and the French republic, 
will be#,explain the caufe of the termination of that 
negotiation. 


peat gb aed te will be honoar to. you) but 
if you break it, I have power, by virtue of my phew, to 
bteak the fpuss from off your 


In 


GEORGE I. 


In giving an account of this extraordinary ¢os-— 
refpondence, we thal: fabmit to our reader shofe 
and papers which are of.the.moft interefting 
nature. « ‘The. correfpondence on. the : 


. Talleyrand, M, Otto, and Mr. 


wy 
It appears that fo far back as Auguft, 1801, the 
eee Nios Saporsn were made on our government. 


. That hi "s government will adopt the moft 
effe@ual eee to put a ftop to the ieenice 


and feditious publications with which the news-papers 
and other wc rinted in England are filled. 2. 
That the individuals mentioned in the minifter’s let- 
ter of the twenty-third of July lait, thall be fent out 
of the ifland of Jerfey. 3. That the former bifho 
5 ancien ered Oe ee oe 
t under pretext of religion, to raife 
diftarbances in the interior of France, fhall likewife 
be fent away. #4. That a and his adherents 
tet ee , according to the 
intention which the underfigned has been diretted 
to tranfmit to his government at the ‘requeft of 
lord Hawkefbury. 5: That, in order to deprive the 
evil difpofed of every pretext for difturbing the good 
underftanding between the two governments, it thall 
be recommended to the princes of the houfe of 
Bourbon, at prefent in Great. Britain, to repair to 
Warfaw, the refideuce of the head of their family. 
6. That fuch of the French emigrants as fhall think 
to wear the orders and decorations belonging 
to the ancient government of France 1 be re- 
quired to quit the territory of the Briti(li empire. 

Ip anfwer to thefe points, lord Hawkefbury fays, 
in his letter to M. Otto, of the twenty-cighth of 
Auguft—The propofitions in M. Otto’s official note, 
are Gx in number, but may in fa& be comprifed 
under two heads: the firft, that which relates to the 
libels of all defcriptions, which are alledged to be 
publithed again’ the Frengh government ; the laft 
comprehending the five complaints, which relate to 
Yrench emigrants refident in this cquhtry. On the 
firft, I am convinced you muft be aware, that his ma- 
jefty cannot, aud never will, in confequence of any 
reprefentation, or apy ménace from a foreign pre, 
make any conceflion, which can be in the {malleft 
dangerous .to tha liberty of the prefs, as fe- 
cured by the conftitation of this country. This li- 
iced Oh jeiily deer. to every, Brith fubje@. The 
conititution admits of no, previous reftraint upon 
ty blitations of ahy.defcription ; ‘but there exift ju- 

» whell bape poceteiy of the executive go- 
verament, taking cognizance of fuch 
chap bound, to iit Ug: iment the de 
, . ‘ : t 
Vow iD. No. 117." . 
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linquents may apa Sil iar may ___ 
cognizance, not only of li inft the 

meat and the magiftracy of dia Lingdom, but, as 
has been repeatedly experienced, of publications 
defamatory of thole in whofe hands the adminiftra. 
tion of foreign vernments is eg 

With pa the complaints in detail under 
the fecond you may, in the firft place, in- 
form the French government, that the emigrants in 
Jerfey, many of whom had remained there folely 
on account of the cheapnefs of fubfiftence, had ac- 
tually removed, or were removing, ions to the 
reprefentation concerning them in M. Otto's nete; 
and that before your ex tion with M. Talley. 
rand can take place, there will probably not be an 
emigrant in the ifland. To the fecond complaint, 
which relates to the bifhops of Arras and St. Bot de 
Leon, and others, his majefly can only reply, thet 
if the fa@ts alledged againft them can be febftan- 
tiated, if it can be proved that they have diftributed 
papers on the coaft of France, with a view of dif. 
turbing the government, and of inducing the 
to refit the new church eftablifhment, his maj 
woukl think himfelf juftified in taking all meafures 
within his power, for obliging them to leave the 
country ; but fome proof muit be adduced of thofe 
faéts ; and fuch proof muft not be that of their hav- 
ing in a fingle inftance, viz. on a reply to the 
Pope’s mandate, publifhed a vindication of their 
own condu&, in refuling to confortn to the new ef- 
tablifhment, a proceeding in which they would be 
juftifiable on every principle of toleration and juf- 
tice; but it fhould fhew that they have fince availed 
themfelves of their fituation in this country, to ex- 
cite the people of France againft that government, 
whether civil or ecclefiaftical. - 

On the third complaint, which refpeés 
moval of Georges, and thofe perfons fuppofed to be 
defcribed as his adherents, M. Otto muft have mif- 
taken me in what he fuppofes me to have faid on that 
fubje@. His majefty 1s, however, very defirous to 
obviate any caufe of complaint or uneafine(s with 
refpe& to thefe perfons; and meafures are in con- 
templation, and will be taken, for the purpofe of re- 
moving them out of his majefty's Sarsoeas dé- 
On th fourth laint, refpeéting the princes 

On the fourth co 
of the houfe of Bourbon, can only inform you, 
that his majefty has no defire that they thould ost- 
tinue to refide in this country, if they are difpofed, 
or can be induced to quit it; but he feels it to be 
inconfiftent with his honour, and his fenfe of jaftice, 
to withdraw from them the ri of tality, as 
long as they condu& vea peaceably and 
quctly ; and unlols fome charge can be fubfantiated 
of their attempting to difterh the peace which fub- 
fifis between the two governments, 

With refpe@ to a ae which relates 


to 


the re- 
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to the Freach emigrants wearing in this country the 
orders of their ancient  ihisesasg there are few, 
if any, perfons of that defcriptiea in this country, 
who wear fuch otders: it might be more proper if 
they all abftained fram it;-but the French govern- 
ment could not perfift in ¢ ing, that even if it 
were confiftent with jaw, bis majefty could be in- 
duced to commit fo harfh an -a& of authority as to 
fend them out of the country on fuch an account. 
The French government, unable to fucceed in 
thefe points, next attempted to obtain the evacuation 
of Malta; and, upon that and other topics, the fol- 
lowing converfatien between lord Whitworth and the 
Firft Conful, is detailed in his lordthip’s letter to 
lord Hawkefbury ; the contents of which: are too in- 
terefting and important to admit of any alteration, 
mutilation, or abridgment. 


My Lord, 
My lat pt in which I gave your lordthi 
.@n account of my conference with M. de Talleyrand, 
was {carcely gone, when I received a note from him, 
informing me, that the firft conful wifhed to con- 
verfe with me, and defired I would come to him at 
the Thuilleries, at nine o'clock. He received me in 
his cabinet with tolerable cordiality, and, after talk- 
dng on different fubjeés for a few minutes, he defired 
me to fit down, as he himfelf did on the other fide 
of the table, and began. He told me that he felt it 
neceflary, after‘what had paffed between me and M. 
de Talleyrand, that he fhould, in the moft clear and 
authentic manner, make known his fentiments to me, 
an order to their being communicated to his majefty ; 
and he conceived this would be more effettually 
done by himfelf, than through any medium what- 
ever. He faid that it was a matter of infinite difap- 
pointment to lim, thet the treaty of Amiens, inftead 
of being followed by conciliation and friendfhip, 
the natural effeGts of peace, had been produétive 
only of continual and increafing jealoufy and mil- 
ural ; and that this diftruft was now avowed in fuch 
a manner, as could not fail to bring the point to 
affue. 

He then enamerated the fevcral provocations 
which he pretended to have recerved from England. 
He p in the firft Jine our not evacuating Malta 
and Alexandria, as we were bound to do by treaty. 
In this, he faid, that no confideration on earth thould 
make him acquiefce ; snd, of the two, he had rather 
fee us m_pofieffton of the Fauxburgh Saint Antoine, 
‘Yhan Malta. He then adrerted to the abufe thrown 
but soar him in the th public prints; but 
asa faid, = did ge 0 — regard, "anes 
whic red im the French papers publifhed an 
Londen. This he confidered as ile more mif- 
chievous, fince it was meant to excite this country 

inft him and bis government. He complainad 
@ the guotestion Ziven to Geonges, and athess of his 
5 
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defcription, who, infbead of being fent to Canada, 
as bad been r ly ifed, were permitted to 
yemain in Kagiand, handlomely penfioned, and con. 
firnthy committing all forts of crimes on the coafts of 
France, as well as in the interior. In confirmation 
of this, he told me that two men had within thefe 
few days becn in Normandy, and were 
now on their way to Paris, who were hired affaffins, 
and were employedl by the bifhop of Arras, by the 


,baron de Rolle, by Georges, and by Dutheil, as 


would be fally proved ina court of } 
known to the world. 

He acknowledged, that the irritation he felt againft 
England increafed daily, becaufe every wind (1 make 
ufe, as much as I can of his own ideas and expref- 
fions) which blew from oa pi brought nothing 
but enmity and hatred aguinét him. 

He next adverted to t, and told me, that if 
he had felt the {mallet inclination to take poffeffion 
of it by force, he might have done it a month ago, 
by say twenty-five thoufand men to Aboukir, 
who would have poffefied themfelves of the whole 
country, in defiance of the four t@oufand Britith in 
Alexandria. That inftead of that garrifon being a 
means of prote&ing Egypt, it was only furnifhing 
him with a pretence for invading it. T'his he fhould 
not do, whatever might be his defire to have tt as a 
colony, becaufe he did not think it worth the rift of 
a war, in which he might perhaps be conjidered as the 
aggrefor, and by which he fiould bole more than he 
could gain; fince, fooner or later, Egypt would be. 
long to France, either by the falleng to pieces of the 
— empire, or by fome artangement with the 


ice, and made 


orte 
As a Rot of his defire to maintain peace, he 
wifhed to know what he had to gain by going to war 
with Englapd. A defoent was the only means of 
offence he had, and that he was determined to at- 
tempt, by putting himéelf at the head of the ae 
dition. But, how ooald it be fuppoted, that, after 
having gained the height on which he ftood, he 
could rifk his life and reputation in fuch a ‘hazard. 
ous attempt, unlefs forced to it by neceflity, when 
the chances were, that he, and the greateft part of 
the expedition, would go to the bottom of the fea? 
He talked much en this fubje(t, but never affeGed 
to diminith the danger. fle acknowledged that 
there were one hundred chances to-one again’ him ; 
but ftill be wes determined tu attempt it, if war 
fhoald be the confequence of the t difciflion ;.’ 
and that fuch was the difpefition of the troops, that 
army after army would be found for the enter- 


ige. 
Pe then expatiated much on the natural force of 
the two countries. France, with en araty of foar 
hondred and eighty thonfand men, (for to this 
amountt, it is, he faid, to be ismediately completed, ) 
all seady for the moft delperate car nd 
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England with a eet that made her miftrefs of the 
feas, aud which be did not think he thould be able 
to equal in lefs than ten years. Two fuch countries, 
by a proper # ing, might govern the world, 
but by their ftrifes might overturn it. He faid, that 
if he had not felt the enmity of the Britith govern- 
ment, on every occafion, fince the treaty of Amiens, 
there would have been nothing that he would not 
have done to prove his defire to conciliate ;_partici- 
pation in indemnities, as well as m influence on the 
continent; treaties of commerce; in fhort, any thing 
that could have given fatisfa&tion. Nothing, how- 
‘ever, had been able to conquer the hatred of the 
Britith government, and therefore it was now come 
to the point, whether we fhould have peace or war. 
To prelerve peace, the treaty of Amiens muft be 
fulfilled ; the abufe in the public prints, if not to- 
a at leaft kept within bounds, and 
con to the Englith papers; and the protec- 
tion fo openly given to his bittereft enemies (al- 
luding to Georges, and perfons of that defcription) 
muft be withdrawn. If war, .it .was neceflary only 
to fay fo, and to refufe to fulfil the treaty. He now 
made the tour of Europe to prove to me, that in its 

fent flate, there was no power with which we 
could coalefce for the purpofe of making war againft 
France; confequently it was our intereft to gain 
time, and if we had any point to gain, renew the 
war when circumftances werc more favourable. He 
faid, it was not doing hin juftice to fuppofe, that he 
conceived himfelf above the opinion of his country, 
or of Europe. He would not rifk uniting Europe 
againft him by any violent a& of aggreffion, neither 
was he fo powerful in France, as to perfuade the 
nation to go to war, unlefs on good grounds. He 
faid, that he had not chaflifed the Algerines, from his 
ay ate to excite the jealoufy of other powers ; 
but he hoped that England, Ruffia, and France, 
would one day feel that it was their intereft to deftroy 
fuch a neft of thieves; and force them to live rather 
by cultivating their land than by plunder. 

In the little I faid to him, for he gave me in the 
courfe of two hours but very few opportunities of 
daying a word, I confined myielf firiGly to the tenor 
of your lordthip’s infruGions. I urged them in the 
fame manner as I had done to M. de Talleyrand, and 
dwelt as fironply as I could en the fenfation which 
the publication of Sebaftiani’s report had created in 
England, where the views of France towards Egypt 
matt dhwuys command the utmoft vig:lance and jea- 
doufy. He maintained, that what ought to con- 
vince us of his defire of peace, was, on the one 
hand, the little be had to gain by renewing the war, 
and on the other, the facility with which he mi 
have taken pofleflion ef Egypt, with the very fhips 
and troops which were apie pre frem the Mediter- 
ranean to St. Domingo ; that with the approba- 
ten of all Europe, and tore particularly of the 
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Turks, who hid repeatedly invited him to join with 
them, for the purpole of forcing us to evacuate their 
territory. 

I do not mean to follow the arguments of the firit 
conful in detail: this would be impoffible, from the 
vaft variety of matter which he took occafion to in- 
troduce. His pre was evidently to convince 
me, that on Malta muft depend peace or war; and 
at the fame time to imprefs upon my mind a {tro 
idea of the means he pofledied of annoying us at 
home and abroad. 

With regurd to the miftruft and jealoufy, which he 
faid conftantly prevailed fince the conclufion of the 
treaty of Amicns, I obferved that, after a war of 
fuch long duration, fo full of rancour, and carried 
on ina manner of which hiftory has no example, it 
was but natural, that a confiderable degree of agita- 
tion thould prevail; but this, like the fwell after a 
ftorm, would gradually fubfide, if not kept up by 
the policy of either party ; that I would not pretend 
to pronounce which had been the aggreffor in the 
es war of which he complained, and which was 
{till kept up, though with this difference, that in 
England it was independent of government, and in 
France its very a@ and deed. To this I added, that 
it muft be admitted, that we had fuch motives of 
miftruft againft France, as could not be alledged , 
againft us; and I was. going to inftance the acceflion 
of territory and influence gained by,France fince the 
treaty, when he interrupted me by faying, I fup- 
pofe you mean Piedmont and Switzerland ; ‘ ce jont ° 
des bagatelles: and it muft have been forefven 
whilft the negotiation was pending: “ vous n’avez 
pas le droit d’en parler a cette heure.” 1 then al- 
ledged, as a caufe of miftruft and jealoufy, the im- 
poflibility of obtaining juftice, or anv kind of redrefs 
for any of his majefty’s fubjeéts. He afked me, in 
what refpc&? and I told him, that fince the figning 
of the treaty, not one Britith claimant had been fa- 
tisfied, though every Frenchman of that defcription 
had been fo within one month after that period ; 
and that fince I had been here, and I could fay as 
much of my predeceffors, not one futisfa&tory an- 
{wer had been obtained to the innumerable reprefen. 
tations which we had been under the neccility of 
making in favour of Britifh ape eons and property 
detained in the feveral ports of France, and elfe- 
where, without even a fhadow of juftice. Such an 
order of things, I faid, was not maile to infpire con- 
fidence, but, on the contrary, muft create miftrug. 
This, ‘he faid, muft be attributed to the natural dif- 
ficulties attending fuits, when both parties thought 
themfelves right, but he denied that fuch delays 
could from any difinclination to do what 
was juit and right. With regard to the penfions 
which were granted to French or Swifs individuals, 
I obferved that they were given as a reward for pait 
fervices during the war, and moft certainly not for 

prefent 
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prefent ones, and ftill lefs for fuch as had been in- 
finuated of a nature repugnant to the feclings of 
every individual in Englend, and to the univerfally 
acknowledged loyalty and honour of the Britith go- 
vernment. That as for any participation of indem- 
nities, or other acceffions which his maicfty oer 
have obtained, I could take upon mvielf to affure 
him, that his majefty’s ambition led him rather to 
preferve than to acquire. And that with regard to 


the moft propitious moment for renewing hoiiilities, . 


his majefty, whofe fincere defire it was to continue 
the bleffings of peace to his fubje&s, would always 
confider fuch a meafure as the greatett calamity ; but, 
that though his majefty was fo defirous of peace, it 
muft not be imputed to the difficulty of obtaining 
allies; and the Iefs fo, as thofe means which it might 
be neceflary to afford fuch allies, for perhaps inade- 
quate fervices, would be concentrated in England, 
and give a proportionate increafe of energy to our 
own excrtions, 

At this part of the converfation, be rofe from his 
chair, and told me that he fhould give orders to ge- 
neral Andreofh tu enter on the difcuffion of this 
bufinefs with your lordfhip: but he withed that I 
fhould, at the fame time, be made acquainted with 
his motives, and convinted of his fincerity, rather 
from himfclf than from his minifters. He then, after 
a converlation of two hours, during the greateft 
part of which he talked inceffantly, converfed for 
a few moments ‘on indirferent fubje@s, in apparent 
good humour, and retired. 

Adverfe meafures feemed now to portend a breach 
of that harmony between this country and the French 
republic, which had not been cordially cemented by 
the treaty of Amiens. Hoftile preparations being 
making in France and Holland, to an immoderate 
extent, naturally created fufpicions that faithlefs 
and difhonourable proceedings were meditating 
againft Great Britain. Ever attentive to the honour 
of the kingdom, and the welfare of his fubjeés, his 
majety faw and refented fuch infidious meafures, 
Lord Hobart was therefore difpatched on the eighth 
of March, with a meffage from his majefty to the 
houfe of lords, which confifted of the following 
words : 

“« GeorcE Rex. * 

“¢ His majefty thinks it neceffary to acquaint the 
** houfe of: lords, that as very confiderable military 
‘* preparations are carrying on in the ports of France 
‘* and Holland, he has judged it expedient to adopt 
** additional meatures of precaution for the fecurity 
** of his dominions, though the preparations to 
‘6 which his majefty refers, are avowedly diref&ed 
*€ to colonial fervice, yet as difcuffions of great im- 
‘¢ portance are now fubfifting between his majefty 
*¢ and the French sabes the refult of which 
** muft at prefent be uncertain, his majefty is in. 
*¢ duced to make this communication, in the full 
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“© perfuafion that, whilft they partake of his ma. 
“¢ yefty’s earneft and unvarying folicitude for the 
** continuance of peace, he may rely with perfc& 
‘* confidence on their public {pirit and liberality, to 
‘* enable his majefty to adopt fuch meafures as cir. 
** cumftances may appear to require, for fupporting 
‘¢ the honour of his crown, and the effential interefty 
** of his people.” : 

The order of the day, for taking into confidera. 
tion his majefty’s meflage being read, lord Hobart 
faid, that to the motion which he fhould have the 
honour to make upon this occafion, he would not 
anticipate a diffenting voice. His majefty had {tated 
in the meflage, that preparations of confiderable 
magnitude were carried on in two countries with 
which we had recently been at war. Thele prepa- 
rations, it was but juft to obferve, might be fully 
authorifed, up to the whole extent to which they 
had hitherto been carried, by the ftatc of the Frenc 

offeffions abroad. But when it was confidered that 

is majefty alfo informed them, there were difcuffions 
of confiderable importance now fubfifting between 
the two countrics, the neceflity of our making a 
proportionate addition to our means of fecurity, 
mult be obvious to the unanimous fenfe of that houfe, 
and of the country. He concluded by moving an 
addrefs of thanks to his majefty. 

Lord Spencer declared, that the fyftem of con. 
ceffion had been too long tried; if it had been 
fooner departed from, he fhould have augured better 
for the continuance of peace. He hoped, that the 
fpirit which had begun to be manifefied, would be 
followed up with equal vigour; and he entertained 
the firmeft convi@ion, that there was not a man in 
the country, who was not readv, with the laft drop 
of his blood, and the lait hilling of his property, to 
fupport his majefty in the affertion of the honour of 
his crown, and the rights of his people. 

Lord Grenville ielawd: that the addrefs had his 
moft cordial concurrence. 

Lord Moira, after expreffing a hope that this flep 
had not been taken without a due confideration of 
the important confequence to which it might lead ; 
and allo hope, that it would not prove to bc a 
mere piece of bravado, to cover any additional con- 
ceffions to the government of France; declared, 
that the fubjugation of this country was an alarm, 
which he trofted would never for a moment enter 
the heart of a Briton. But we were net, on that 
account, to lull ourfelves into a fupine fecurity, and 
to fu that invafion would not be attempted, or 
that it was impra@icable. With fo extenfive a line 
of hoftile oppofite to our fhores, no prudent 
man could ridicule the icability of a ; 
Though the attempt could hardly be made with any 
view to ultimate fuccefs; yet, if not provided 
againft, it might produce that confafion which 
would an{wer the particular purpofes of the haa 
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‘eonful. We have been told, by the firft conful, 
‘6 that he had five hundred thoufand men in arms. 
‘© and that England was no longer able to contend 
« {ingle-handed with France.” What! England 
not able, to contend fingle-handed with France! 
Was this the dedution which the firft conful had 
made from the hiftory of the contefis between the 
two countries? Was this the refult of the experience 
which he had gained from the courte of the fate 
war’ Was this the leffon which he had beeu taught 
by the viGtories of a noble friend (—( Lord Nel/on, 
who fat near him.J—Was this the difcovery which 
he made from the triumphs of another noble lord 
(lord Hutchinfon) now feated on the right hand of 
that friend, and whom he could afpire to the honour 
of calling by the fame name!, Let the people of 
England be excited to a fenfeldt the danger they 
had to encounter, and let the legions of France land 
on our fhores, he could hazard every thing upon the 
iflue of the conteft, Flis lordthip, having {tll fur- 
ther enlarged upon the meafures of vigilance and 
precaution demanded by the prefent crifis, conclud- 
ed with giving his hearty affent to the motion. 

Lords Weftmoreland and Auckland fupported the 
addrefs, which was agreed to nem. dif. 

When his majefty’s meffage to this effe&t, was read 
in the houfe of commons, the chancellor of the exche- 
quer moved that it might be taken into the confider- 
ation of the whole houle the nest day, which was or- 
dered aceordingly. 

Mr. Addington moved the order of the dav, for 
the houfe taking into confideration his majefty’s met- 
fave, The mefinge having been real by the fpcaker, 
Mr. Addington rofe for the purpote of moving au 
addrefs to his majeity, expreflive of the acknuw- 
Jedginents of the Loufe, for the gracious communi. 
cation which they had received. With regard to the 
difcuiiions depending between his majcfty and the 
French government, he fuppoted that at prefent the 
houfe would net prefs him ty difclofe their nature or 
extent ; he trufted, however, that the refult of thefe 
negociations would terminate in a manner redound- 
ing» to the honour of the country. Should war, 
however, be the alternative, the houfe might rely, 
with the moft implicit confidence, upon being put in 
copiplete poflefhon of the conduct of his majcity’s 
minifters, from the ratificution of the treaty of 
Amiens, to the period when fuch difclofux might be 
rendered neeeffary and proper, He added, that it 
would be judicicus to increale the eftablifiment of the 
navy, and to provide for the internal fecurity of the 
country, by having recourfe to the embodying of 
the militia, the conftitutional force of the realm. 
The right honourable gentleman concluded by mov- 
ing, that an humble addrefs be prefented to his ma- 
jelty, “‘ to return his majefiy the thanks of the houfe 
“* tor his moft gracious meflage 5 anu to affure tus 
‘ majetty, that his faithtul cemynens wll, with the 
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utmoft cheerfulnef., fopport hi, usjefiy in the 
adoption of fuch meaiures as crreumtiauces may 
appear to require, for maintaining the honour of 
his majefty’s crown, and the eflential interefls of 
his people.” 

The queition being put, Mr. Fox faid, he did not 
rife ta oppoie the motion for the addrefs ; but hoped 
hs majefty’s advifers would ierioufly confider the 
prefent fituation of the Britith empire; for if they 
iliould involve the country m a war, which fhould 
afterwards be found not to be neceflary, they would 
be more guilty than any minifters thit ever advited 
fuch a meafure in any other period of our Inftory. 

Lord Hawhketbury faid, if unfortunately thefe dif 
cuffions fhould lead to war, it would be the duty of 
his majelty’s minifters to ley before the houfe every 
information refpe&ing ther condu&, and the caufes 
of the war. 

Mr. Windham faid, all that he could Jearn from 
the flaternent of the chancellor of the exchequer 
was, that the mealures of precaution about ta be 
adopted, were to be of a detentive hind; and for 
that reaton he muft proteft avanti the prefent mods 
of proceeding, The foree to be cai ought to be 
calculated for offenee ay well as defence. Perhaps 
it might now be fad, that thofe gentlemen who had 
fo warmly difapproved of the peace, were glad to 
catch at any thing hhe arenewal of the war. That 
would certainly be a talfe coaclution. '‘Thofe gentle. 
men, among whom he was one, difapproved of the 
peace of Amiens, not becauwle they preferred war to 
peace, but becaufe they thought it deprived the 
country of the means of carrving onthe war, which 
he thought inuft foon break out again. TLEt opi 
nton he bad not fince changed ; ard be was fill more 
eonufirmed init, froin waar pated that day in the 
houfe, 

“Mr. Sheridan faid, the reht hononravle gentle- 
man (Mr. Windham) and the firft confal of France, 
held the fume language. Mr. Wind‘ had fad, 
that peace left the country im a fituation meapable 
of renewing the war, and the firft conful fuid fo alto, 
Mr. Sheridau added, “ [certainly did not expe 
“ that the fentiments of the firft co iful of France 
would be re-echoed by a member ol this houte. 
But whatever fentomen’s both of them may en- 
tertun, with refpect to the incapability of the 
country, Thope and truft, if unhappily war be 
unavoidable, that we thall couvince that rignt ho- 
nuurable pentieman, and the firft conful of France, 
that we have not incapacitated ourlelves, bv mak. 
lug peace, to renew ihe war with asimuc! prom )- 
tituue, vigour, and perfeverance, as we have al- 
“ ready evinced. [teuft, fir, we Qhall fucceed in 
“ convincing them that we are able ro enter fingie- 
handed into war, notwithitanding the defpond- 
eucv of the right honourable gentleuan, and the 
confident aflertion of the frit coniul or France ; 

‘ 624 ** and 


6¢ 
fe 
ce 
&6 
€é 
66 
ee 
6é 
6c 


é 


550 


‘* and that we aré jultified in entertaining a well- 
‘¢ founded hope, that we fhall be able to convince, 
‘S not only the right honourable member and the 
‘¢ firft conful of France, but all Europe, of our capa- 
< bility, even fingle-handed, to meet, and triumph 
‘“* over the dangers, however great and imminent, 
hi dea may threaten us from the renewal of hofti- 
‘© ities.” 

Mr. Canning, Mr. T. Grenville, the attorney-ge- 
neral, Dr. Lawrence, and others, delivered their opi- 
nions. The addrefs was unanimoufly voted, and pre- 
fented in the ufual form to his majefty. 

The chancellor of the exchequer then gave notice 
that he would, on the enfuing Friday, move for an 
addition of ten thoufand feamen. 

On the tenth of March, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer brought down to the houfe of commons, the 
following meflage from his majefty : 

“GR 


‘© In confequence of the p tions carrving on 
‘‘ in the ports of France and Holland, whilft im- 
‘* portant difcuflions are fubfifting between his ma- 
*¢ yefty and the French government, his majefty 
** thinks it due to the care and concern which he 
*¢ feels for his faithful people, to omit no means in 
‘* his power, which may contribute to their fecu- 
‘¢ rity. In purfuance, therefore, of the aéts of par- 
‘* Jiament enabling Ins majefty to call out and aflem- 
“© ble the militia’ of the united kingdom, his majefty 
* has thought it right to make this communication 
“‘ to the houfe of commons, to the end that his 
‘© majefty may caufe the faid militia, or fuch part 
** thereof as his majefty fhall think neceflary, to 
* be forthwith drawn out and embodied, and to 
‘© march as occafion fhall require. G. R.” 

The meflage being rcad from the chair, the fecre- 

at war rofe to move the ufual addrefs to his ma- 
jefly ; which was agreed to nem. con. and ordered fo 
be nted to his majefty. 
the following day, the houfe refolved itfelf 
into a committee of fupply, when Mr. Garththore 
moved, that ten thotland: feamen be granted for the 
fervice of the navy, for twelve lunar months. 

Mr. Francis faid, that it was not his intention to 
oppofe the motion; but he withed to exprefs a hope 
that the number of feamen, now to be foted, would 
be found adequate to the purpofe for which he con- 
ceived they were wanted; namely, to put the coun- 
try in a re of defence. He could not, how- 
ever, look for any fuceefs to the country, be- 
caufe the bef abilities were not in the king’s admini- 


“Phe chancellor of the exchequer denied (with the 
exception of himfelf) the want of abikity in the per- 
fous qgnduGing his majefty’s government. The mef- 
igh? his majefty to parliament, had been the refult 

soft wature deliberation. It could not be 
expefied, that, pending negotiation and difcnffion, 
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he fhould fate the obje&s under comfdbtation; the 
truth was, that if any amicable ment took 
= geri re made on Seri fide ‘ the 
other. In flating this, be begged it might not be in- 
ferred, that there was any mahecoaning {pirit of 
conceflion on either hand ; and bis majefiy’s govern- 
ment had the heart-felt fatisfaGtion of refle&ing, that 
they, in no degree, had compromifed the honour of 
the country. 

Mr. Dent was of opinion, that ten thoufand fea. 
men was too {mall a number on the prefent oc- 
cafion: he therefore moved an nt, that 
twenty-five thoufand feamen be granted. 

_Mr. Fox declared, that he would fupport the ori- 
nal motion in preference to the amendment, not 
caufe he did not conceive the amendment to be 
proper, but becaufe no information was afforded to 
the committee that ten thoufand feamen, or indeed 
any exprefs number, were more neceflary, With 
to the prerogative of making peace or war, 

that unqueftionably appertained to his majefty. If 
@ peace was at any time made, the terms of which 
might be unfavourable, the houfe had always an 
orperanity of expreffing its fentiments on the fub. 
jet, The other prerogative, that of levying war, 
afforded more {cope for the difcretion and wifdom 
of parliament. His majefty might declare war when 
he pleafed ; but a moft valuable and ineftimable pri- 
vilege belonged, by the Britifh conftitution, to the 
houle, as a check on ambition, or a corre@tion upon 
hafly and intemperate meafures. This check con- 
fifted in the fupplies, which could only be obtained 
through the commons’ houfe ; and thefe had by de. 
grees introduced them, not unfrequently as approv- 
ers of a war, by affording the means of carrying it 
on. Thefc aids were obtained by his majefty, flating 
the grounds of the war upon which he was about to 
enter, But, on the other hand, it was well known, 
that the king of England had been compelled to 
peace, by the commons withholding the neceflary 
aids, when they did not approve of the conteft in 
which he was engaged without their advice. Asa 
peace, every circumflance attending the fituation of 
this country at the moment confidered, it was good: 
During its continuance it had done good; we had 
ot rid of incumbrances; and even if we renewed 
the war, he trufted in God, that the country would 
hear no more of that diabolical © ify, which 
had diftinguifhed certain men during the late con- 


teft, namely, that we were fighting in the caufe of 


religion and focial order. ‘‘ If we cannot,” faid 
Mr. Fox, “ preferve our rank in the fcale of the na- 
‘“¢ tions of Europe, but by ‘war, then I call that 
“6 war juft and . I am thoroughly con- 
‘¢ vinced, that to obtain the confent of a nation to 
‘* fach a war, does pot raquire, in the prefent pof- 
“ ture of affair any ftinidlus: tell the people of 
‘¢ Great Britain the tfuth, then thew their fityation, 

‘¢ expofo 
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he the agti | which they have been at- 
“ exes ee oe , and their confidence will 
S daaiasd: If they are mifled, if they are kept 
«° in the dark, a war is entered upon with relu@ance, 
and that public {pirit which has fo knit them to- 


as » falls to the ground.” 

Pond Howkelbary fad, he did not differ fo much 
on conftitutional grounds, with refpe& to the pre- 
rogative of the crown, with the honourable gentle- 
man, as he did from the deduétions drawn ‘by the 
honourable member on the prefent occafion. His 
lordfhip, after ftating the prerogative of the exe- 
cutive power, contended, that in cafe it was not 
neceflary to haye recourfe to war, minifters fhould 
not lay before the houfe the documents attending the 
prefent difcuffions, further than they thought was 
confiftent with propriety. He ed wate this pro- 
pofition, on the ground that it might lead to irrita- 
tion in difcuffion, for which nothing good or ufeful 
could arife. 

Mr. Canning, fir William Pulteney, and Mr. 
French, feverally fupported the motion, which was 
immediately put, aa carried. 

The fum of fix hundred and three thoufand and 
five hundred pownds was then voted for the ten thou- 
fand feamen, for twelve lunar months ; two hundred 
and. ninety thoufand pounds for viétuals; three 
hundred and thirty thoufand pounds for wear and 
tear of the fhips; and twenty-feven thoufand pounds 
for ordnance. 

In confequence of his majefty’s ae the fol- 


lowing note was delivered by M. de Talleyrand to 
lord : : orth: wa his meffage 

1, If his Britannic maj in hism means 
to fpeak of the expedition fe Helvoetfluys, all the 


world knows that it was deftined. for America, and 
that it was on the point of failing for its deftination : 
but, in confequence of his majefty’s meflage, the 
embarkation and putting to fea are about to be coun- 
termanded, 

2. If we did not receive fatisfa€tory explanation 


-**The following converfation between lord Whit- 
worth and the’ firft conful, on the fourteenth of March, 
1803, is not uninterefting. At the court which was held 
at the Thuilleries on that day, the firft conful accofted 
ford Whitworth with great agitation. He began by atk- 
ing him—If he had any news from England? He told 
him; hé had received letters from lord Hawkefbury, two 
days ago. Bonaparie immediately faid, and fo you are 
determined to go to war? —Noa, replied lord Whitworth, 
we are too fenfible of the advantages of peace.—Nous 
avons, faid he, déa fait la guerre pendant quinse ans. We 
have already, faid he, been years at war.—As he 
feemed to wait for an snfwer, lord Whitworth ob- 
ferved only, C’en eft déjd trop.—That is already too much. 
——~lfais, Taid he, vous voulez la faire encore quinze années, 
But, faid he, you would continue i for another fiftecen years. 
His lordship faid, that .was very far from his majefty’s 
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refpeRting thefe armaments in England, and if the 
a@ually take place, it is natural that the firft confi 
fhould march twenty thoufand men into-Holland, 
fince Holland is mentioned in the meffage. 

8. Thefe troops being once in the country, it is 
natural that gn encampment fhould be formed on the 
frontiers of Hanover; and, morcover, that additional 
bodies fhould join thofe troops which were already 
embarked for America, in order to form new em- 
barkations, and to maintain an offenfive and defen- 
five pofition. 

4. It is natural that the firft conful thould order 
feveral camps to be formed at Calais, and on different 
points of the coafts, 

5. It is likewife in the nature of things, that the 
firft conful, who was on the point of evacuatin 
Switzerland, fhould be under the neceflity of conti: 
nuing a French army in that country. 

6. It is alfo the natural confequence of all this, 
that the firft conful fhould fend a freth force into 
Italy, in order to occupy, in cafe of neceffity, the 
pofition of Tarentum. 

7. England arming, and arming with fo much 
publicity, will compel France to put her armies on . 
the war eftablifhment ; a ftep fo important, as can- 
not fail to agitate all Europe. 

Malta appears to have been the point upon which 
the negotiation termifated ; a variety of notes were 
exchanged. The Englifh governmént required that - 
they fhould retain poffeflion of the ifland for ten 
years, on account of the alteration which had taken 
pate in the conftitution of the order of St. John, 

ince the treaty of Amiens: while the firft conful in- 
fifted on the evacuation, but propofed that it should 
be garrifoned by one of the three- powers, Ruffia, 
Aufiria, or Pruffia. In reply to this propofition, 
lord Hawkefbury obferwed, that Ruffia was the onl 
power to which England (if fhe were even fo dif- 
pofed) would refign Malta, but shat Ruffia would not 
agree to fuch an arrangement *. 

Refpecting the reftriGions withed to be impofed 

on 
intentions. The firft-conful then proceeded to count 
Marcow, and tHe chevalier Azara, who were ftandin 


“together at a little diftance from lord Whitworth, an 


faid to them. Les Anglofs veulent la guerre, mais s’sls les 
premier @ tirer Vepée, je ferai le dernicr 2 la remettre, 
The Englifh are defrous of a war, but if they are the firft to 
draw the fword, I fratl be the laf to fhenth it. He then 
went his round. In a few minutes, he came back to 
lord Whitworth, and refumed the converfation, by faying 
fomething poreesy civil to him. He began again— 
Pourquois des armamens ? Contre qué des of dod précau- 
tion? Je wal pas un jeul vaifgeau de ligne ports de 
France ; mais fi vous voulez armer, j’armerat auf, J have 
not a fingle fhip of the line in the ports of France ; but if 
youarm, I fhall follow yoar example. Vous pourrez peutetre 
tuer la France, mais jamais Pentiméider. Oa ne voudroit, {aid 
his lordhhip, mi Vun ri autre. On voudrou viore en bonze-. 
' intelligence 
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. on the liberty of the prefs 
lowing mine from a note, prefented by general 
Andrcofii, will fufficiently explain the defires of the 


French government on that head. The chief conful — 
has had caufe to be convinced, that ail his reprefen- . 


tations on thefe points were ufelefs, and that his Bri- 


tannic majefty, regardlefs of the neighbouring pow. . 


ers, was refolved to authorife every thing within his 
dominions ; but he did not, on that account, enter- 
tain a doubt of the continuance of peace, nor alarm 
Europe with the notification of war. He.confined 
himfelf to this principle of condu&, to permit or 
prevent in France with refpeé to England, whatever 


thould be permitted or prevented in England with © 
ra : : : ‘ lord Whitworth, for the purpofe of afvertaining his 

He has, however, expreffed, and again expreffed . 
it, a with that means fhould be adopted to prevent : 


regard to France. 


in future any mention being made of what is paffing 
_in France, eitber in the ofheial difcuffions, or in the 
polemical writings in England, as in like manner in 
the French official difcutlions, and polemical writings, 
ho mention whatever fhould be made of what is pat- 
fing in England. 
In a converfation between Talleyrand and lord 
Whitworth, the former .mentioned the calamities 
«which would follow the failure of our endeavour to 
ayoid a rupture. He infifted that Holland, Naples, 


would be the firft vi@tims of the war. Lord Whit- 
v.orth afked him, whether he theuglit fuch a con- 
duct would add to the glory of the fit conful, or 
whether an attack on the innocent and defencelefs 
would not rather tarnifh it, and ultimately unite 
_againft him not only the boneft men in his own coun- 
try, but every government in Europe. That it cer- 
tainly oul excite more deteftation than terror 
in England ; at the fame time that it would ferve to 


intetigence avec elle, Il faut dons refpeder les trates, replied 
the: malheur a ceux qui ne refpeciens pas les truites ; els ens 
_ serons refponfable a toute!’ Evrope. Regard then fhould be paid 
to treaties, replied he ; and misfortune attend thofe who are 
regardlep of ther treaties, For fuch wt eslation they are ace 
countable to ull Europe. The chief conful was tov much agi- 
tated to render it advifeable for lord Whitworth to prolong 
the converfation; he therefore made no anfwer, and Buna- 
parte retired to his apartment, repeating the laft phrafe. 
All this converfation was loud enough to be heard by 
about two hundred people who were prefent: and it was 
fuppofed that there was not a fingle perfon, who did not 
feel the extreme impropriety .of ihe frit conful’s eon- 


dud. 
Lord Whitworth called on M.de Tabeyrand toconverfu | 


with bim on what had paffed at.the Thuifleries, betweon 

Bonaparte and his lordthip:en Sunday the fourteenth of 

March: He faid he went éo the Thuilleries to pay his 

refpedts to the firit conful,.and to prefent his .coun:zy- 

men, and not to treat of political fubjedts,; and.that un- 

lefs be had the aflurance from him, 
3 


he thomld not be 
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in this country, the fol- : 


imprefs apen thein fill'more ftrongly the necefity 


_ of omitting no means of circumferibing a power fe 


pernicioufly exerted. His lerdihip added, that ne 
aG of hoftility had a&tnally taken place, yet the in- 
veseracy with which our commerce, our induftry, and 
our credit, had been attacked in every part to which 
French influence could be extended, it would bear 
the fame conftruétion ; as it tended to prove, in ad- 
dition to the general fyftem of the firft conful, that 
his obje& was to purfue, under the mafk of peace, 
the fame line of condu& in which the preceding go. 
vernmerts had aéted. 

On the twenty-ninth of April a perfon, fuppofed 
to have been employed by the firft conful, waited on 


fentiments: he informed his lordthip, that, in the 
courfe of the day, he would receive a letter from M. 
de Talleyrand, draws up under the infpeGion of the 
firft conlul, which, though not exaétly what his 
lordihip might with, was fo moderate 2a to afford 
hun a well-grounded hope, and might certainly be 
fufficient to induce him to delay, fora fbort time, 
his departure. Lord Whitworth affured him that it 
would afford him yreat fatisfaétion to perceive a 
probability of bringing the negotiation to a favour- 
able iffuc ; amd that he fhould be extremely forry to 


' inpede the bufinefs by any ufelefs precipitation. 
and other countries conne&tcd with Great Britain, - 


His Lordthip added, that he a&ed in conformity 
to inftru&ions, and that thofe inftru&tions werr po. 
fitive ; and that by them he was enjoined to leawa 
Paris on the following Tuciday, unlefs certain con- 
ditions were agrecd toin the intermediate time. 

Having received no letter in the courfe of the 
dav, lord Whitworth went about four o’clock to 
M. de Talleyrand, and exprefled great anxiety to 
Jearn whether he had any thing favourable to com. 
maunicate : if he had not, his lordhhip begged him 


expofed to a repetition of the fame difagreeable circum- 
ftances, he fhould be under the neceffity of difcontina- 
ing his vifits to the Thuilleries. M. de Talleyrand af- 
fured his lordfhip that it was very far from the firft con- 
ful’s intention to diftrefs his lordthip; but he had, felt 
himfelf perfonally infulted by the ciarges which were 
brought againft him by the Englith government ; and that 
it was incumbent on him to take the fir opportunity of 
exculpating himfelfin the prefence of the minifters of the 
different powers of Europe. He affured him, however, 
that nothing fimilar fhould occur. . ° 

His .majefty, ag of this behayiout of the chief 
conful, Sgnited by lord Hawketbury, that he had a right 
to expedt, that his ambaflador fhoyld be treated with 
refpe@ and attention due to the iy of the fovere. 
whom he reprefents ; and that it would be impofiible { 
lord Whitworth to prefent himfelf on any dys of ce 
mony to ibe firft conful, unlefs he receives an affurance 
that he (hall never be expofed to a repetition of the treat 
ment whieh be-experienced on that occafion. 
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to recolle& that Tuefday was the day on which he 
mutt Jeave Paris; and alfo requefted that he would 
have the neceflary de pre for him and 
his family. Talleyrand appeared evidently embair- 
zaffed, and, after fome hefitation, obferved, that he 
could not fuppofe he fhould really go away ; but 
that at all events the Firft Conful never would recal 
his ambaflador. To this lord Whitworth replied, 
his majefty recalled me, in order to put an end to 
the negociation, on the principle that even aétual 
war was preferable to the ftate of fufpence in which 
England, and indeed all Europe, had been hept 
for fo long a {pace of time. 

After this lord Whitworth relates a number of fhifts 
and expedients which were put in pra@tice by the 
French minifter to gaintime. Heafterwards found it 
extremely difficult to find Talleyrand; and when he 
did get a fight of him, the oldarguments were repeat- 
ed on both fides. Talleyrand talked of a contre projet: 
lord Whitworth faid he could not attend to it, his or- 
ders being peremptory. Talleyrand faid it fhould be 
given him, when he might either accept it, fend it 
to London, or leave Paris. Lord Whitworth waited 
fome time in expectation of it, but it did not arrive ; 
he therefore demanded his paffports by an official 
note which he fent to Mr. Man eville: after expe- 
riencing fome delay, he renewed his demand of paff- 
ports ; he obtained them, and prepared to fet of, 

The following is the projet fent by lord Hawkef- 
bury in his laft difpatch, and on which lord Whit- 
worth and Talleyrand had their laft conference. 

I. The French Bore oe fhall engage to make 
no oppofition to the ceflion of the ifland of Lampe- 
dofa to his majetty the king of the Two Sicilies, 

It, In mse aa of the prefent fiate of the ifl- 
and of Lampedofa, his majefty fhall remain in pof- 
feffion of the ifland of Malta, until fueh arranye- 
ments fhall be made by him, as may enable his ma- 
jetty to eet e! Lampcdofa as a naval ftation ; after 
which period the uland of Malta hall be given up 
to the inkabitants, and acknowledged as an inde- 
pendent ftate. 

Ill. ‘The territorios of the Batavian republic fhall 
be®vacuated by the French forces, within one month 
after the conclufion of a convention founded on the 
principles of this projez. 

FV. The king of Etruria, and the Italian and Li- 
ator repubhes, thalt be acknowledged by his 
majeCy. a, 

; V. Switwerland thall‘be evacuated by the French 
orces. 


: 4 
* On the fame day, his majefty'iffued his royal procla- 
mation, at a court-held at the queen’s palace, prefent the 
oon i moft excellent majefty in council, in the following 
ords ? ry 
Ze a Whereas, in conlequence of the repeated infults and 
provocations which his majefty has experienced from 
VoL. Ill, No. i 18, : . 
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~ VI. A fuitable territorial provifion hall be affign- 
edto the king of Sardinia in Italy. 

Seeret Article. His matefty thall not be required 
by the French government to evacuate the HMland of 
Malta, until after the expiration of ten years. 

Articles 1V. V. VI. may be catirely omitted, or 
mutt all be inferted. 

Another inclofure contains a letter from lord 
Whitworth to Talleyrand, informing him that he 
could not find him, and therefore, as he mutt leave 
Paris within a limited time, he would Jeave the pro. 
jet of a convention with his fecretary Mr. Talbot. 

Lord Whitworth fet out from Paris on the 12th of 
May, and arrived in London at eleven o'clock at 
night en the cighteenth. It was at one o'clock on 
the morning of the ninth, that lord Whitworth re. 
ceived difpatches tranfmitted by Silvetter, the mef- 
fenger, but in confequence of an accident which 
had happened to the firlt conful, he deferred dch- 
vering in the final determination of his goverameut 
till noon on the tenth. A decifive anfwer was at the 
fame time demanded by the ambaffador in the courfe 
of thirty-fix hours; and if the propofal was rejetted, 
he exprefsly informed the minifter for forzigu at- 
fairs, that he had orders to quit Paris at the expira- 
tion of that time. An anfwer was foon after fent to 
lord Whitworth, that the firft conful intended to 
fubmit to his counel of ftate, the decifion of the 
queftion of war or peace. The coyncil was accord- 
ingly affembled ; and notwitlfianding the oppofition 
both of Jofeph Bonaparte and Talley rand, the iffue 
of their deliberations was the renewal of hoftilities. 

Conflituted as this council is, no other refult 
could be reafonably cxpeGted. _[t does not appear 
that either the fenate or the legiflative body were in 
any refpet, comfulted ; and no other advice was 
afked than that which was previoully known to ac- 
cord with Bonaparte’s avowed opinion. The coun- 
cil was occupied in the confideration of the queftion, 
till the afternoon of the twelfth. The expedient of 
referring the points in difpute to the decifion of the 
council of ftate, was a mcan fubterfuge calculated 
for giving another day’s delay, and taking off as 
much as poffible from the firft conful, the odium of 
involving the people of France iy a war. Lord 
Whitworth quitted Paris three hours after the opi- 
nion of thoe pretended counfellors was communi- 
cated to him. 

The crifisx being now arrived,, lord Pelham 
brought down on the fixteenth of May, the follow- 
ing mefage front his majefty *. ‘» 

“GR. 
“the government of France, his majefty finds himiuif 
* compelled to take fiuch meafures ag are neceffiry for 
* vindicating the honour of his crown, and the jus rights 
‘© of ns fubje@ts ; his mayefty theréfore is pleat J, by ar 4 
* with the advice of his privy council, to order, an‘ it 

is hereby ofdered, that * reprifaly be gianud 

a i 


againit 
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** His majefty thinks proper to acquaint the. 


** houfe of lords, that the difcnfions which his ma- 
** jefty announced on the eighth of March, as then 
** fubfifting between his majefty and the French go- 
** vernment, haveterminated. ‘The condu& of the 
‘* French government has obliged his majefty to re- 
“© cal his ambaflador from Paris; and the ambaffa- 
** dor from the French republic has left London. 
“* His masefty has given direétions for laying before 
“* the houfe of lords, with as little delay as pof- 
** fible, copies of fach pipers as may be proper for 
*€ the information of parliament on this important 
*¢ fubje&. It is 2 confolation to his maicfiv to re- 
“ fle&t, that no endeavour has been wanting on his 
‘* part to preferve the bleflings of peace ; but, un. 
*€ der the circumftances which have occurred: to dif- 
"** appoint his juft expeGations, his majefty relics 
‘* with perfe& confidence on the zéal and public 
“ {pirit of the houfe of lords, and upon the exertions 
** of his brave and loyal fubjects, tu fapport his de- 
termination to employ the power and refources 
of the country, in oppofing the fpirit of ambition 
‘S and encroachment, which now actuates the con- 
‘¢ dug of the French government, in upholding 
** the dignity of the crown, and in afferting and 
‘* maintaining the rights and effential interefts of his 
6é people.” Ss 


« 
‘ againft the fhips, goods, and fubjeéts of the French re- 
‘ public, fo that as well as his majefty’s fleets and hips, 
‘ as alfo all ot'e: thips and veffels that thall be commif- 


‘fioned by letters of mirque, or general reprifals, or 


‘ otherwife, by his majefty’s commiffioners for execufi 

‘ the ofhce of lord high admiral of Great Britain, thall 
‘and may lawful'y feize all thips, yGfcls, af goods be- 
‘longing to the Frenclerepublic, or to any perfons being 
 fubyeGs of the French republic, or inhabiting within 
‘any of the territories of the French republic, and bring 
‘ the fame to ;utgment tn fuch courts of admira!ty within 
‘his majefty’s don.inions, as fha'l be duly commiffion- 
‘ed to take cosnizance thereof; and, to that end, his 
‘ majefty’s advocate general, with the advocaie of the 
‘admiralty, are forthwith to prepare a draft of a com- 
‘miffion, and prefent the fame to his majefty at his 
‘heard, autlorifng the commifiiauers for executing the 
' offce of lora high a miral, or any perlon or, perions by 
‘them empowered and appuinted, to idueé forth and 
‘ grant letters of marque and reprifals to any of his ma 
 yefty’s fubjett-, <r others whom the fai! commiffioners 
‘faall deem fitly qualitied in that behalf, for the #ppre- 
‘hendn g, feizing, and taking, the Ships veffels, and 
* goods bel inzing to the French repub 

‘ fons being f.bycQt. of the French republic, or mhabiting 
‘within an: of the t2critories of the French republic : 
‘ and that fuer powers’anJ claufes be inferted in the faid 
‘commition, a have been ufual, ani are according to 
‘ former piecede:t,; and his majetty’s faid adypoate ge- 
‘neal, with t.e alvocate of tne admiralty, are alfo 
‘ forthwith to prepare tre draft of @ commiffiion, amd pre- 
‘ fext the fame to hus inaeity at his board, authonting 


tc, or to any pete « 
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The meffage having been read by the lord etiam. 
cellor, 

Lord Pelham ftated, that what their lordthips had 
jut heard read, would be followed by the communi- 
cation of the papers which it alluded to, without the 
leaft poffible delay. Their Jordfhips would no 
“doubt be anxious to give them the fulleft examina- 
tion, before they fhould be called upon to deter. 
mine on the fubje& of the meffage itfelf; and as 
there certainly could not be fufficient time to enable 
them to accomplith that obje& before the beginnin 
of next week, he would move that his majefty’s mef~- 
fage iHould be taken into confideration on that day 
fe’ennight. 

Lord Stanhope faid, he agreed with the ee 
of the meffage, as to the importance of the fubyect, 
which was now fubmitted to them. War, was at all 
times, a fubje& of the moft ferious importance, 
War, the evils of which might be {ummed up in the 
quotation ufed by a right reverend prelate then in the 
houfe: ‘‘ Before it is as a garden of Eden, and be- 
hind it is as a defolate Wildernefs,” was pregnant with 
more than ordinary evils to a country like this, 
which had almoft exhaufted its ftrength and its fi- 
nances in a recent conteft. He exprefled a defire 
of fome delay, to receive infermation from the 
perufal of the a alluded to, and to deliberate . 
maturely on the fituation of the.country. 


‘the faid commiffioners for executing the office of lord highy 
‘ admiral, to will and require the high court of admiral. 
“ty of Great Britain, and the lieutenant.and judge of . 
‘the faid court, his furrogate, or furrogates, as allo the 
* feverabcourts of a imiralty within his majefty’s dominie 
“ons which fhall be duly commiffioned to take cogni- 
* zance of, and judicially proceed upon all, amd all man- 
“ner of captures, feizures, prizes, and reprifals of all 
“ thips and goods that are or fhall be made; and to hear 
“and determine the fame, and according to the courts of 
‘admiralty and the laws of natiqns, to adjudge and con- 
‘6 demn ail fuch thips, veffels, and goods, qs thall belong 
* to the French republic, or to any perfons being fubjetts 
‘of the French republic; or inhabiting within any of 
‘ the territories of ‘the French republic ; ard that fuch 
* powers and claufes be inferted in the faid commiflich as 
: haps been ufual, and are according to former prece- 
‘ dents ; and they are likewife to preparé and lay before 
‘his majefty at this board, a draft of fuch inftructions as 
‘may be proper to be fent to the faid feveral courts of 
“admiralty, in his miyjefty’s foreign governments and 
‘ aera for their guidance herein; as alfo dnother 
‘draft of inftru@tions for fuch thips as fall be commif- 
‘sioned for the purpofes above mentioned.” [Here fol- 
low “ae of thirty-one members of .the privy 
council. 

Three other proclamations were alfo iffued ; the.fin 8, 
Piola senate tu feamen ; the fecond, recalling Britifh 
feamen from foreign fervice ; and the third, prohibiting the 
Britith thips from entering the ports of the French 3nd 
Batavian républics, and alfo ordering an enbargo on 
French and Bataviag hips im Britih ports, The 
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The motion was then carried unanimoufly, and 
the houfe adjourned. : 

The order of the day for taking into confideration 
lity majefty’s meflage on the twenty-fifth of May, 
being read, lord Pelham faid, 

That in rifing upon the occafion which now called 
him, it was perhaps unneceffary to remark upon its 
extreme importance. The queftion of peace or war 
was at all times important, but connetted with the 
oircumftances under which it was now prefented to 
their confideration, it challenged more than ordi- 
nary attention. The documents on which their 
lordthips' decifion was required, had been for fome 
days before the houfe, and to them alone did he with 
at prefent to dire& their enquiries ; fully acquiefeing 
in the line of proceeding fuggefted the other dav, of 
referving the examination of the condu& of mumif- 
try for a feparate occafion. It was now impoffible 
to perufe the papers on their lord{hips’ table, with- 
out admitting that they were not liable to the impu- 
tation of having rathly plunged the country into hol- 
’ tilities. If, at firft view, they were chargeable with 
any degree of blame, it certainly was with that of 
delay. But‘that charge fo far as it implied culpa- 
bility, might eafily be, refuted, and was of itfele a 
ftrong proof of the anxiety which his maielty and 
his Government felt, of preferving to this country 
and to Europe the bleflings of peace. The com. 
plaints and irritating proceedings of the French go- 
vernment, in a varicty of particulars, fuon after the 
conclufion of the definitive treaty, minifters were 
unwilling to regard as the effe& of a rooted fyftem 
of enmity to this country. They made every allow- 
ance for the impreffions which muft have neceffa- 
rily been left, by a war ot fuch a complexion as that 
which had been concluded bv the treaty of Amiens. 
They confidered alfo the difficulties and jealoufies, 
which muit be felt by a new goverument in it» 
relations with its neighbours; and they were dif- 
pofed to attribute the early proccedings of the 
-Krench p overnment-more to this fort of feeling, than 
to any fottled defign’ of provoking.a quarrel with us. 
Thefe proceedings, however, it would be found, 
hdd not paffed unnoticed, but had been the fubject 
of repeated remonftrances, couched in that firm, 
but temperate f{pirit, which became the dignity of 
a‘great nation. His lord{hip here proceeded to take 
arapid. view of the candué& of France, from the 
conchifton of the treaty of.Amiens, to the period of 
Jord WhitWorth’s departure- from. Paris, from the 
‘whole of which, he.contended, no other inference 
could be drawn, than that France intended gradu- 
ally to reduce us to the fame fubmiflive condition 
to:which-fhe had degraded.fo many of the {tates of 
Europe... She began with the infulting. prepofal, 
that his. majefly fhould expel from his dominions, 


thofe unfortunate men who have been driven by the : 
cruel perfecution of their own country, to feek an 


555 


afylum in this. The next ftep of the French 
vernment was to infift upon the fupprefich of fives 
dom of debate in the Britith parliament, and the ut- 
ter extinGtion of the liberty of the prefs. Upon the 
latter point, he was free to acknowledge that too 
much occafion had been afforded for diffatisfa@ion 
on the part’ of the French government, with thole 
conneed with the prefs in this country. In feveral 
inftances it had overftepped .the reftraints, which a 
fenfe of what was due to public decorum ought to 
have voluntarily impofed; and he could not avoid 
poeta that much of the irritation which had led | 
to the prefent rupture, was perhaps juitly to be at- 
tributed to this caufe. But there is a wide differ- 
ence between this admiffion, and yielding to a pro- 
pofal which would totally deftroy the freedom of the 
prefs, the value of which we had fo long been 
taught to appreciate, and, above all, would be a 
bafe compliance, with the attempt of a foreign pow- 
er to interfere in the internal concerns of his majef- 
ty’ government, The next point, to which he 
would dire& their attention, was the fubje& of Mal- 
ta. A perufal of the correfpondence woukl fuffici- 
ently evince that his majefty’s minifters had: been 
{crupuloufly anxious to fulfil the treaty of Amiens 
with refpe& to that ifland. They had taken the 
earlicft occafion to fend out fir A. Ball, as commit. 
fioner, for the purpofe of conccrting with general 
Vial, who was appointed by the French government, 
all the meafures bi cet to its evacuation. 
They alfo, as a farther teftimony of ther good 
faith, acquiefced in the nomination of a erand mak. 
ter by the pope. But they foon found that, partly 
from the refufal of the different partics, referred 
to by the contraé&ing b aaitors to guarantee ‘the in- 
dependence of the ifland, and particularly from the 
condu& of France, or the countries under her influ. 
ence, in fequeftrating the revenue of the order of 
St. John, the accomplithment of the fp'rit, as well 
as the letter, of the tenth article of the treaty of 
Amiens, had become impracticable. This-was the 
ftate of things when the report of coloacl Sebaftiani 
made its appearance. Though inferted in an offici- 
al paper, minifiers were far from fuppofing that the 
views which it 'mamfelted would be deliberately 
avowed, as they had afterwards been, both by ‘fal. 
Jeyrand and the firft conful, in their converfations 
with lord Whitworth. After this unditguifed ac. 
knowledement of the ambitious purpofes entertained 
by the French government, minjftérs folg.that they 
would he betraying the interefis of their country, if 
they did not compel that pene to furnith us 
with a folid fecurity againit the profecution of thofe 
purpofes : and on this account, as there appeared 
ne other weans of attaining that objet, they mfifled 
upon the retention of Malta. This was ‘the true 
livht in which the difference with France fhould be 
viewed, as far us regards the occupation of that.isl- 
and, 
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and. ‘Fhe ground of difpute was-net, abftraGtedly,  .will not perniit us to fallow ia its full extent, expa- 
whether England or France fhould have poffefien of tiated on the feries of infults and provocations which 
Malta, but whether it fhould nat he retained by wt, we had received from the French government ever 


either permanently or for a cértain period, as could 
be agreed upon, as the only poft which could afford 
us the means of fruftrating nly-adunitted de- 
figns of France upon Egypt and ihe Ionian republic. 
His lordfhip having argued upon this topic xt great 


length, briefly recapitulate the various inflances | 
detailed in the ier which clearly indi- | 
8 


cated the exiftence hofale mind in the French 
government, 
ihips to bring into the difeuffion of thofe circum- 
fiances, the moft difpafliongte temper. It was nei- 
ther the with of his majefly’s government, nor was 
it neceflary for the affertion of the interefts 
of the country, to give way to the feelings and 
language of irritation. They would always be ready 
to do every thing in their power to reftore a good 
underfiand.ug between the two countries, upon re- 
ceiving the fatisfa€tion which was due to a great and 
powertul nation for the indignities ofiered to her, 
and on receiving an adequate fecurity againft the 
renewal of tHofe ambitious projects, againft which 
we had taken up arms. His lordfhip then concluded 
with moving an addrefs. ; 
Lord Stanhope, after declaring the addrels to be 
foundgl on a miftake, faid he fhould be doing vio- 
ae to his confrience, were he to vote in fupport 
of it. 
The duke of Cumberland 
to the addrefs. : 
The duke of Clarence ftated the grounds on which 
he had fupported the peace of Amiens, though it 
did not ftipulate for two of the objects-which he had 
moft at heart. The ceffion of Malta to this country, 
and the reftoration of the king of Sardinia. Not- 
withftanding this difappointment, he confidered the 
treaty, on the whole, as both honourable and ad- 
vantageous ;.and fuch as, had the French govern- 
ment manifefted the fame fincerity with his majefty’s 
minifters for carrying it into effe&, in its {pirit as 
well as its letter, might long have preferved the 
bleflings of peace to both countries. His royal bigh- 
nefs here took occafion to detail the various points 
of contraft in the condu& of the French and Britith 
governments, contending, as the general refult, that 
in no refpe& was the latter chargeable with a breach 
of good faith. He trufteil, that the iffue ofthe pre- 
fent contelt would fo chafiife the infoleite of the 
rulers of France, that they would not o 
their boaft, that Engla 
fingle-handed, but feel,convinced, that with refpe& 
to the foreign poffeflions of them and their vaflal 
ftatcs of Spam and Holland, we had it ampty sn our 
power to retort upon them the fame lan and 
condu&, which they adopted with refpe& to us, m 
rd to owr intercourfe with the continent... 
rd Mulgtave, with a minutenefs of detail, which 


gave his cordial affent 


He, however, conjured: their lord- , 


eee 


—_— oe 


retract. ftates 
could not fi France | 


fince the conchufion of the treaty of Amiens. In.the 
remonftrances which had been made relative to 
Switzerland, Holland, Malta, and the various other 
topits of complaint on our part, he conceived thet 
mmifters had exhaufted every means of conciliation, 
before they made an appeal to the decifion of the 
fword. On thefe grounds he found himfelf bound 
by his daty to his fovereign, his country, and his 
confcieuce to concur in the addrefs. 

Lord Melville obferved, that it had not been con- 
tended by any noble lord, that Egypt was not effen- 
tial to interefts of this country, in whatever 
light it might be viewed. That point being ad. 
mitted, no noble lord in any manner argued, or even 
fo much as attempted to argue, that Malta was not 
equally effential to the prefervation of poffeffions in 
the eaft,‘as affording a key to Egypt. With refped 
to that ifland, no guarantee for it had been found, 
as was ftipulated by the treaty of Amiens, Would 
it be proper to have recourfe to Pruffia, Spain, or 
Auftria, as guarantees?—No, The firftis by local 
fituation incapable of fuch a truft; the fecond is 
under the controul of France ; and the third, in the 
prefent fituation of affairs, cannot interfere with any 
effe&. Malta, therefore, could only be guaranteed 
by Great Britain and Ruffia united; but it would 
appear from the feeble manifedtation of that power, 
that by a Britifh garrifon alone this pot could be 
attained. In confidering the papers which had bcen 
produced, he perccived many dithculties ; and the 
difficulties which appeared to have been moft pro- 
minent, were thofe whereby this country, by the 
treaty of Amiens, was to cede and give up the ifland 
of Malta. It had already been proved, that by the 
poffeflion of Malta, the French government had 
over-run Egypt, and carried their arms to the eaftern 
regions; but it had alfo heen‘rendered manifeft, that 
by quitting poffefion of that important ftation, the 
Britifh nation had undertaken the gigantic enter- 
prize of driving the Frénch from Egypt. While 
therefore Malta remained in the cufiody of Great 
Britam, it was wholly impoffible that the French 
power could att to undertake any enterprize 
which could tend, im the fmalleft , te over- 
turn the dominion of England on that ifland. Malta 
is a town of great firength, in the Mediterranean, 
for this country, becaufe the various Powers, petty 
: ndants, in the Adriatic and in the 
Levant, will be taught that England is their only 
fiay. The tenth article of the treaty of Amiens, 
and indeed the whole of that: treaty, was now there- 
fore to be confidernd as fo much dead.letter. He 
withed particularly to imprefs upon their ae 
that if Malta was the avowed objei of the war, that 
jc fhould be fo ftated. Let the country hearno more 
of the order of Sts John of Jerufalem, but let a ae 
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tith darrifon for ever tote and defend that ifland. 
He congratulated the houfe, upon the circumftatice 
of all the fru gics being at an end relative to that 
poffeffion, and now it was blended, and had in fac& 
become a poffeffion of fingular importance, annexed 
to the authority and confequence of the Britifh em- 
pire. When the forces of his majefty firft landed 
on that ifland, the order of St, John had been de- 
graded and infulted, and their honours had been tar- 
nifhed; and even now, it would be a hard queftion 
to propofe to the Maltefe people, whether they 
would with to live under the Maltefe order, or under 
the government of France. When the Britith forces 
came to Malia, the Maltefe had blockaded the French 
in the Valetta, and it would now be peculiarly fevere 
were they again to be put under their former matters. 
The order of St. John did no longer exift, and ho- 
thing certainly could prevent this country from af- 
ferting and maintaining our right to the ifland. His 
lordfhip therefore wifhed to hear no more of any 
conteft refpeéting Malta, between England and any 
other power; as the Maltefe and this country would 
fuit and arrange the various branches of the govern- 
ment among themfelves. The noble lord concluded 
by Sees: that this country, in his opinion, was 
to retain an a Ui in perpetuity as its guaran- 
tee, and upon that ground he would cordially fup- 
port the motion for an addrefs to his majefty. 

The duke of Richmond took a view of the con- 
du& of adminiftration, and contended, notwithftand- 
ing their high Janguage now, that, fome time ago, 
they would have given up Malta, and taken in ex- 
phange the ifland of Lampedofa, 

The ct ie of Landidown argued on feveral 
points of difcuffion, which had been ftated by the 
noble peers before he rofe. With refpeé to Swit- 
gerland, furely Auftria could not interfere; neither 
could it be prefumed, that Aufiria would interfere in 
the annexation of Parma and Placentia to the French 
power. Even the report of Sebaftiani was not a le- 
gitimate caufe of war, becaufe there was no ftate in 
Europe which did not employ fpies and emiffaries to 
collect every information upon every fubjed. 

*The duke of Norfolk faid, that "he approved of 
the peace which had been concluded by the treaty of 
Amiens, and hoped fome means might be devifed 
by*which it might be preferved. 

Lord King concluded a f{pcech of confiderable 
lengths by moying an amendment to the original 
motion, fof an addrefs, to the following effect :— 
“* Fo affure his majefty of the co-operation of the 


* His majefty had iffued a declaration, written in a 
temperate yet firm and dignified Qyle, clearly manifeft- 
ing the great moderation and forbearance of the Britith 
government, under a continued fy {tem of aggreffion and 
menace, wifl’ which the French have ibfulted this coun- 
try. The declaration of his majefly is fuch as becomes 
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 houfe in the vigorous profecution of the war; 

** but at the fame time to affure his majefty, that the 

“* houfe was anxious to fupport him in any arrange- 

* ment which might be entered into, for bringing 

. - prefent difpute to an amicable termination, 
c 


Lord Fllenborough oppofed the amendment in a 
very animated {peech. 

In the further progrefs of the debate, the original 
addrefs was fupported by lord Moira, lord Rotslyn, 
the marquis of Sligo, and lord Grenville, and ‘the 
amendment by the duke of Norfolk, lord Darnley, 
and lord Gwydir. The houfe having been divided 
on the amendment, it was lof by a majority of one 
hundred and forty-two to ten. After which, the ori- 
ginal addrefs was carried, 

Such was the opinion of the houfe of lords with 
refpe& to the important fubje@ of difcuffion; and 
the lower houfe manifefted a fimilar difpofition. On 
the twenty-fourth of Mav, lord Hawkefbury brought 
up to the houfe, feveral papers conneé&ed with the 
late negociation, which had been prepared in confe- 
mene of lord Whitworth’s return. He then moved 
the order of the day for the houfe refuming the de- 
bate on his majefty’s meflage. 

The fpeaker ftated, that an addrefs had been 
moved to his majefty, which he read. It was mere- 
ly an echo of the meflage. To this addrefs an amend~ 
ment had becn moved, affuring hisanajefty that the 
heufe was anxious to fupport him in any arrange- 
ment, which might be entered into for bringing the 
prefent difpute to an amicable adjuftment. 

After fome prefatory obfervations, Mr. Thomas 
Grenville faid, he fhould proceed to confider the ar- 
gument, whether the country has a juft caufe of 
war? Dependant on this queftion was another, 
namely, whether having a juft caufe of war, theyre 
may not be a proper degree of expediency in pur- 
fuing it.—-With regard to the firft of thefe points, he 
had no hefitation in faying, that every a& of the 
French government, fince the definitive treaty, had 
been to degrade, vilify, and abufe England, while 
the French nation was exalted and praifed. In con- 
fidering of the queftion, therefore, whether we had 
a juft caufe of war, his difficulty was in culling the 
moft prominent from the mafs, as he could not lay 
his finger on one, without touching another, fo 
bloated and deformed was the f{candalous catalogue 
of French infult and agereffion. If he were to take 
the fir mentioned in the declaration *, he would 
fay, that the a& of fending men into this country, 

difguifed 


a great nation, whofe faith and dignity it moft ably juf- 
tihes, It is a fimple narrative of recorded faxts that con- 
vinces the underftanding, without any delufive aid, drawn 
from argument or abftract readjng.. In the-neguciation 
itfelf, we find the fophiftry of the chief conful miferably 
oppofed to the plain de ing of an Knglifh plenipoten- 
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difguifed as commercial agents, but who were in 
fe 1 military fpies, who were received with that ge- 
nerous hofpitality which ever charaéterifes Britons, 
that mere aét he would pronounce to be a caufe for 
war ; nay, more, it was fo fcandalous and deteft- 
able a breach of faith, as muft ftamp infamy eter- 
nal on its authors. He did not mean to trouble 
the houfe, on the point refpefing the annexation of 
the dominions of the king of Sardinia to France, but 
this he would alfo pronounce another fufficicnt 
caufe of war, Neither would he make any remark 
with regard to the condu& of France towards Swit- 
zerland, conceiving any animadverfion on that point 
to be entirely fuperfluous. Though it was not his 
intention to go into a detail of all the aéts of aggref- 
fion of France, confidered as caufes of war, ftill he 
could not help remarking, that the fhuffling dupli- 
city exhibited refpeéting the indemnities and gene. 
ral arrangement of the Germanic empire, were all, 
in his opinion, fo many caufes of war ; lefs, how- 
ever, in point of general confequence, but ftill either, 
or any of them, occurring at a period of peace, was 
amply fufficient to create a war. At the time when 
the treaty of Amiens was figned, was there any man 
fo feeble, fo weak, or filly, as not to perceive the 
influence which France maintained over the Bata- 
vian republic. Her troops were in the country, in- 
deed they bave never been entirely withdrawn, and 
Belgium is, as it has long been, completely under 
the dominion of her powerful neighbour. He with- 
ed the Houfe to recolle& the great leading argu- 
ment in favour of the treaty of Amiens, and which 
in reality, as fome affert, recommended it to the 
particular notice of the houfe. It was the tone and 
temper in which it had been obtained and conclud- 
ed. He did not introduce this with any view to- 
wards a ridiculous application of thefe phrafes, but 
merely to remind the houfe of what was faid, re- 
garding a fpirit of conciliation rifing in France, 
which would in future condu& the | eeberenticy of 
that country in the fame manuer as other powers did 
relative to each other, meaning, as he fuppofed 
thereby, that every thing wild and extravagant was 
to be banifhed from the councils of the French na- 
tion. But where was that fpirit found? Was it in 
her {tri& obfervance of treaties towards Holland and 
Switzerland ? Was it then by her annexing Parma 
and Placentia to her territories? But when all thefe 
inflances failed, it was faid, at the time of the treaty 
of Amiens being concluded, there was no ground 
for refittance. The conduf of France, fince that 
treaty, with regard to Egypt, could be confidered 
as nothing thort of a dire& infrattion of that com- 


pa&. country was bound to the in- 
tegrity of the Turkifh empire, becaufe the events 
the whole little more than 


tary 5 demonftrating throu 
Be ‘weaknefs of his own judgment, and the irritability of 


# cbarfe ungevernable difpufition, Even in his afieCation 
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of the war had thewn that Turkey was 4 preet and 
leading feature towards the confervation of our caf. 
tern pofleflions. We were contented to evacuate 
Feypt not opt goat that France would rofume the 
hoftile idea of extending the war againft thofy 
es but if any man could read Sc- 
luni’s report, and fay, that thefe pofledfions are 
not pointed at, and endangered by the intrigues of 
that officer, he fhould defpair of making good his 
point, that the condué of France in this inftance, 
was not a legitimate caufe of war. Bonapaite calls 
it a military miffion, and Andreoffi frankly avowed 
it. This was not all: Sebaftiani went to the Seven 
Ifands, where, he favs, there appeared an inclina- 
tion to receive the orders of the French govern- 
ment. Another paper ftated that the church at 
Corfu had offered up prayers for the firft conful : An 
officer has likewife been fent to Cairo, doubtlefs on 
fome important miffion, and of courfe all the forms 
of the Mahometan religion would be employed in 
like manner, in praying for the diftinguifhed con- 
ful. But Mr. Grenville admits, that when he read, 
in his majefty’s declaration, the open and avowed 
intention of Bonaparte to partition the Turkith em~ 
pire, he was loft in aftonifhment how any doubt 
could exift inthe mind of man, of the defigns of that 
ruler, It might be faid, that no official document 
or manifefto is alluded to on this occafion to war- 
rant fuch an affertion ; but his defign was rendered 
fo manifeft and clear by his earneft and anxious de- 
fire to regain Egypt, that no man, he believed, 
could be found hardy enough to deny it. Minif. 
ters had been blamed for not giving up Malta, and 
rouch clamour had been excited againft them for not 
doing fo ; they a&ted properly in retaining it ; they 
perceived Frauce infringing the treaty of Amiens, 
and they refolved to retain it. What, were they te 
furrender cntirely this important flation, with the 
aés of France, in violation of the treaty, ftarin 
them in the face? Had they done fo, they would 
have found now that it muft be their firft effort to re- 
ain it, Upon the whole of thefe points, to which 
had thus flightly adverted, he had no hefitation 
in faying, that he never had met with fuch ftrdng, 
invincible, irrefiftible, and unanfwerable grounds of 
war. It might be neceflary that he thould add a 
few words on the expediency of a war. To fay that 
the fituation in which the country flood was not 
dangerous, in an imminent degree, would be-to de- 
ceive ourfelves, and drive the truth from before us. 
We are placed in fach a fituation that our choice, 
either way, is one of the greateft evils that can affli& 
mankind. But if war is refolved on, is it a ftate of 
— with all its bleflings and comforts, that we 
ve for war. Had any man felt thofe bleffings 


to deprecste a rupture with England, he ad not the or- 
dinary policy to difguife, ot eats with ber was pre- 
rmined i his mind, 


fince 
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of Amiens? No, not onc. Hewas Mr. Dallas {poke aguini the amendment. 
pace sia was not to be‘found in the realms Mr. Fox went over the different points of com. 
of his majelly who could fay fo, If we refolve on plaint in detail, and contended, that upon none of 
war, then we change from a ftate of dreadful fuf- them had he brought the difcuftion w; 

ed cices inty, to one of firmnefs, vigour, that clear unequivocal iffue, which would conttitute 
and decifion, prefenting a bold front againftalldan- a legitimate caufe of war. If France had unjuftly 
ger of attack, as the only means of fecuring tous a feized and confifcated Britith vellels, fatisfaGion 
ce which will prove {table and efficient; fecured ought to have been demanded in a firm and decided 
Oe vidtory, and obtained by our honour, Allthatwe tone 3; and if that was refufed, there would have 
have had fince the definitive treaty, has been a been an undoubted a& of agereffion on the part of 
truce, where we difarmed, while France did not ; France. There Was no nation more expofed to com. 
where we gave up fomething every day, and every plaint, for reftraints on the commerce of other coun. 
day France obtained fome new acquifition, till at tries, than Great Britain, Alarming as the extend- 
length, having gained fufficient time, our enemy ed dominion of France was to this country, and the 
would then with effeét bring on a quarrel, Happily, continental owers, if we took into the comparifon 
however, for England, it did not appear that mi. all our acquifitions in India, it would be found that, 
nifters had been {fo near-fighted, He now withed to as between us and France, the charge of agvrandize.. 
fee what, in one inftance only, this country had to ment applied to this country. But when this view 
ain by a war. Within the lait two months, France of the queftion was taken, minifters feemed to imi-~ 
ad given up Louifiana. This was a thallow artifice, tate the condu& of thofe ladies, who, on their re. 
eafily feen through, and by no means what fome turn from India were accufed of fome irregularities, 
{uppofe it, an ebullition of generofity. No, anappre- and whofe anfwer always was, « Never, upon my 
nfion of war, on the part of France, was the caufe honour, on this fide the Cape of Good Hope.” He 
of the ceffion to America; and that ceflion was thought Malta ought to be placed under the protec- 
more indicative of a hoftile mind than any thing tion of Ruftia, w ich, it appears, was difpofed to 
elfe. What could induce France to abandon that accept the guarantee under certain modifications, 
valuable fettlement, but the idea that after a war He begged the houfe to paufe before they lunged 
the will be able to regain it; and, asit is a diftant the country into all,the horrors of war, aad to re. 
poffeffion, not to be troubled with its defence during _colle& the fituatign it was in during the laft five 
the conteft, The powers of Europe mutt fee the beste of the preceding war, They were told, not 
domineering fpirit of France ; they muft alfo per- y & novice, but by a very diftinguithed artift, that 
ceive in this country a fpirit to oppofe that error, the dangers they were then expofed to, and the bur. 
and refift its aggrandized power. With regard to dens they then had borne, were nothing, compared 
the amendment, he did not think it either ought or to what now awaited them. As they had then paid a 
could be maintained. There was no duty fo ftrong, tenth, they would now be compelled to pay a fifth, 
indeed it was the mount obligation of every ora third of their income, He would vote for the 
man, that nothing but unanimity thould appear in amendment, becaufe, while it pledged the houfe to 

that houfe. We are to {peak to Europe at large, the fupport of his majefty, it manifefted an anxiet 
but to France in a particular manner; and he could for the fneedieft poflible reftoration of peace. Mr, 
not hel exprefling his aftonithment at any amend- Fox faid, that when we concluded the treaty of 
ment which could do no effential good, but on the Amiens, we were aware that Europe was far from 
contrary miglit produce infinite mifchief. If the being in a comfortable fiate ; we had, however, ac. 
country be unanimous, and the parliament true tq quiefced in that imperfe@ fecurity. This was the 
the‘country, in taking care the fupplies he properly condition of man in fociety. If we had always aim. 
admini , and witely employed, we thallcome ed at fubftantial and abfolute fecurity, we thould 
out of the conteft with glory to ourfelves, honour to have had nothing but unremitted war for the laft 
th? nation, fatety to our people, and confer Jafting century. The fituation of Italy we knew at the 
and permanent benefits on pofterity, time of our figning the definitive treaty. As to 
Mr, « hitbread fupported the amendment with Piedmont, it was a mere difference of name, and it 
great ability. . Was a matter of complete infigniticance whether it was 
Mr. Canning expreffed his aftonithment that any called the 27th military divifion, or the department 
doubt ‘could remain in the mind of any man, asto of the Po, Adverting to the fituation of Holland, 
the of our quarrel, after peruling the mafs of - filled with French troops, and to the late revolution 
eridence contained in the pers on the table. He of Switzerland, he mi are that our minifters, from 
then touched upon ‘the moft prominent pointsofthe all that had appeared, had never pro rly remon- 
correfpondence, to prove that the aggreflion was ' ftrated on thofe important points, and had therefore 
blearly on the fide of France, no right to make them a part of his majeity’s decla- 


ration, 
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ration, If they had remonftrated, it is at Jeaft pro- 
bable that redrefs might have been obtained. If it 
were contended, that evcry aggrandizement on the 
part of France thould be a caufe of jealoufy on our 
part, this, in his opinion, would be puty'ng the 
preys too far, Every improvement in the inte- 
rior of France, might in that cafe be confidered as 
offenfive, and war between the two countries 
might be regarded as eternal. The affairs of Hol- 
Jand and Switzerland feemed, however, to be 
inferred in the declaration, only to avoid the per- 
petual repetition of “the Firft Conful,” and 
“¢ Malta ;” and this was pretty evident from our 
omitting all mention of the Swifs in our ufimatum. 
The treatment of the Dutch by France could not be 
too ftrongly condemned ; but our minificrs, who 
did not remonftrate, had no right to complain. It 
formed nearly as black a flain, however, in the con- 
du& of the French government, as their proceed- 
ings with regard to St. Domingo. The idea of re- 
eftablifhing the French government in that ifland, 
was as abfurd and ruinous, as its condué to Touf- 
faint had been falfe and treacherous. In all thefe 
proceedings, in the atlair of the German indemni- 
ties, in the occupation of Parma and Placentia, he 
faw no legitimate caule of quarrel on the part of 
England, and particularly us our minifters had fail- 
ed to remonftrate at the proper feafon. With refpea 
to the attack made by theconfulat government on the 
liberty of the prefs in this country, it betrayed only a 
grofs ignorance of the forms and effence of our confti- 
tution: and if their demands had been refified in a 
manly way, it would never, in his opinion, have fur- 
nifhed a ground for difpute. The reciprocal abufe, 
and mutual irritation, arifing from this fource, were 
certainly matters of regret ; but no perfon could fay 
that they offered a ground for war. He did not 
profels to entertain much refpe& for the members of 
the Bourbon family, butif it was infifted peremptorily 
that one of them was to be fent out of the kingdom, 
he fhould refufe it on the point of honour, though 
at the expence of a war. This, however, had not 
been demanded. Much reliance had been placed 
on the language of the expoje, ‘* That England 
could no longer contend fingle-handed with France.” 
This was an impertinent phrafe, but, as was ufual 
in fociety, it fhould either have been noticed at the 
time, or configned to utter contempt. With refpe& 
to the report of Sebaftiani, of which fo much has 
been faid, it was in many refpe&s highly indeco- 
rous. The attack upon general Stuart was inde- 
cent, but from every thing he had heard, the cha- 
raGer of that officer ftood too high to be effefted 
by fo pitiable a calumny. He regretted that fo much 
had been {aid of the verbal intercourfe between lord 
Whitworth and Bonaparte. Converfations of fuch 
a kind were fubje& to different reprefentations, but 
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all that could be inferred from them was this, that 
lord Whitworth thould not have gone again to the 
palace of the Thuilleries till the matter was properly 
a grep 
. Addington made a very excellent reply, He 
declared he had heard the laft fpeaker with equal ad- 
miration and regret, He was forry that any thin 
fhould fall from his great and exalted talents, whic 
had for its tendency to unnerve and unhinge the 
public mind under the prefent circumfiances, It 
was to hold forth hope and encouragement to a ri. 
val nation, which fhould rather be imprefled with a 
deep conviétion of guilty defigns. The {pegch, 
which the houfe had juft heard, feemed calculated 
to invite individuals to weigh their private inconve- 
niences againft their public duty. ‘The addrefs had 
not been io conftruéted as to cover minifters, who 
did not defire to fhrink from any enquiry whatever, 
It was meant to embrace all opinions, and to pro- 
duce that unanimity fo important and fo effential 
upon the prefent occafion. There might be fome 
difference of opinion.as to the manner in which his 
majcity’s minifters had conduéted the negociation, 
but, till within the laft hour, he never fuppofed that 
any man could doubt the fincerity of their withes 
for peace. He fhould not follow the hon. gentic- 
man through all his details ; but he trufted that he 
could briefly fhew, that with refpe& to Holland and 
Switzerland, on which the principal firefs had been 
laid, the minifters had fully difcharged their duty, 
It was only to be recolleéted, that where the re- 
monitrances had been verbal, the communications 
could not be firiG&ly formal. In this way, lord 
Whitworth had been inftruéted to demand the eva- 
cuation of Holland by the French troops. Thefe 
demands were continued till our minifter at the 
Hague (Mr. Lifton) ftated, by the defire of the 
Dutch government, that our interpofftion could not 
be attended with advantage. In the fame way, we 
had interpofed for Switzerland, and to that interpo- 
fition it was owing that the doom of that unfortunate 
country was mitigated, and that it was not annexed 
as a province to France. The chancellor of the ex- 
a then read feveral extracts from the corraf- 
ndence on the table, to fhew the malus animus of 
France with refpe& to this country, the defigns upon 
Egypt, and their with to violate the treaty of Am 
as ‘A as regarded the integrity of the Turkifh empire. 
In proof of the hoftile defigns of the French. govern- 
ment, he ftated that the expences of the army which 
had been reduced to two hundred and ten millions 
of livres, amounted in Merch laft, when hit majef- 
ty’s meflage was delivered, to two hundred and 
forty millions ; and thofe of the navy had arifen in 2 
like proportion, namely, from one hundred. and 
five, to one hundred and twenty fix millions, The 
papers on the table, he e » were fuficient 
$ te 
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te convinee every thinking man m the country of 
the propriety of the condu& purfued by minifters. 
Fad they aGted otherwife, they would have betrayed 
their tru(t, and gone into a new war with diminith- 
ed advantages. They had not infifted upon Malta ; 
on the contrary, they had offered in their laft pro- 
ject, to accept of any other equivalent {ccurity ; 

ut this was refufed. Under fuch circumftances, it 
became abfolutely neceffary, to put forth this 
ftrength of the nation. He, for himielf and his col- 
leagues, exhibited a general difclaimer to that fort of 
coverture which was ne hire ta be conveyed in the 
addrefs, and therefore he hoped, it would have the 
general, if not the unanimous, concurrence of the 
houfe 

The Attorney General did not with, at fo late an 
hour, to intrude on the time of the houfe, otherwife 
he had materials before him that would convince 
them of the immediate neceflity of commencing a 
war againft a powerful and dangerous enemy. 

Mr. Windham confidered it a perfeétly juft war ; 
and that a peace, under the prefent fituation of affairs, 
would be dangerous to the country. The houfe of 
commons, he confidered like an affembly of fur- 
geons, convened to execute a great but delicate 
operation; and he would afk, whether it would not 
be better to give the patient a little pain, than let 
him perith by falfe kindnefs* This was the exaé 
fate of the country at the prefent moment : we muft 
{uffer pain to fave our country from becoming a 
heap of ruins, He fhould therefore fupport the ori- 
ginal queftion, The houfe divided on the amend- 
ment. Ayes, fixty-feven ; Noes, three hundred and 
ninety-eight. Majority in favour of the addrefs, 
three hundred and thirty-one. 

On the twenty-feventh of May, a debate oc- 
curred in the houfe of commons refpeéting the me- 
diation of Raffia. Mr. Fox rofe, and having de- 
tailed, in a Jong fpeech, the advantages that would 
refult from the mediation of Ruflia, he contended 
that fhe was equally inclined to promote an adjuft- 
ment of differences, and capable oft making both pow- 
ers abide by her decifion. After taking an enlarged 
view of the queftion, he fubmitted the following mo- 
tion to the houfe: “ That an humble addrefs be 
‘« prefented to his majefty, praying that he would 
“ Be gracioufly pleafed to avail himfelf of the difpo- 
‘¢ fition manifefted by his imperial majefly the em- 
‘ perar of Ruffia, to offer his mediation bctween 
“ Fis msjety-aid the republic of France, as 4 means 


# On the renewal of hoftilities, Bonaparte difpatched 
the fullowing meflage to. the Senate, the Legifiatice Body, 
sbunate. 
a oe p, May 20.—The Englifh ambaflador has 
been recalled ; forced by this circumftance, the ambafla- 
dor of the republic has quitted a country where be could 
no longer hear the words of peace. In this decifive mo- 
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“* of terminating the war in which we are engaged, 
‘* in a manner confiftent with the honour of his ma- 
“ jefty’s crown, and with a view to the general tran. 
a ar of Europe.” 

ord Hawkelbury was equally ready to agree that 
Ruffia was the power, which of all others the coun- 
try fhould endeavour to conciliate, as affordine the 
beft hopes of arrefting the progrefs of French ambi- 
tion. He muft candidly admit, that one circum. 
ftance weighed particularly on his mind with refpe@ 
to the conclufion of the laft peace, which was, that 
of forming a barrier to the aggrandizement of France. 
From the figning of the treaty to the prefent time, 
no efforts have been wanting on the part of his ma 
jefty’s government to form a clofe conneftion with 
Ruffia, haying for its bafis no hoftility towards any 
power, and, having only in view the neceffary mea- 
{ures of defence. ‘Thofe efforts have, however, fail- 
ed; otherwife it is highly probable, that the prefent 
crifis would not have arifen. He affured the houfe, 
that during the whole of the negociation, his ma- 
jefty’s minifters ufed every opportunity of expref. 
fing to the court of Peterfburgh their defire of pre- 
ferving peace; but no meafure was propofed by that 
court, however good its intentions, that did not feem 
calculated to aid to that procraftination of which 
the French were fo defirous. With regard to the 
ppt offer of mediation, he had to fay, that after 
a long negotiation; after a frank and full expreilion 
of his majefty’s fentiments, after numberlefs evafions 
on the part of France, the only propofition made in 
the end was, that the two powers might avail thens- 
felves of any explanation that could be afforded by 
his imperial majefty. 

Mr. Pitt rofe, and declared, that if any judicious 
arrangements could be made, fo as to conftitute 
Ruflia a guarantee of the peace of Europe, it could 
never enter into any ftatefman’s head to reje& it, but 
at prefent, there were no grounds for a hope of this 
nature. There was nothing on which the motiun 
could be fairly founded ; it was beft, therefore, ta 
leave the courfe of condué to the executive govern. 
ment. 

Mr. Fox explained ; but lord Hawkefbury havin 
affured the houfe that the mediation of Ruffia woul 
be joyfully accepted, and any propofals the might 
make liftened to, if confonant with the dignity of 
Great Britain, Mr. Fox withdrew his motion without 
preffing for a divifion *. 

We are far from being furprifed that ar Fox 

ould 
ment, the government places before your eyes, it will 
place before the eyes of France and of Europe, its firtt 
relations with the Britith miniftry ; new difcuffions, which 
feem to end with an abfolute rupture. The prefent age 
and pofterity will fee all that it has done to put an end te 
the calamitics of war; with what moderation, with what 
patience it has laboured to ie its return, pean 
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fhould haftily withdraw his motion: we are indeed 
aftonithed that a man of his fagacity and penetration 
thould have hefitated a moment oa fo prepofterons 
an idea. Who could ever entertain the fligtteft 
hopes of fuceefs from {uch a mediation ? How could 
it be fuppofed that Ruffia would take a difinterefted 
in the acccommodation of a rupture between 
Great Britain and the ufurper of the Bourbon throne? 
How could it be imagined, after contemplating her 
former jalities, that no confideration could 
ever biais her in future? We have an adequate con- 
ception of the power of Ruffia, but if any thing 
could aftonifh us at the prefent day, we could net 
fail of experiencing that fenfation when we refle& 
on her condué, in foffering an unpriacipled tyrant, 
with impunity, to over-rua the continent. 
Jnfiead of taking a bold and magnanimous part, 
Ruffia has uniformly ftood aloof to fee the important 
blow achieved ; to fee whether Bonaparte will be 


could interrupt the courfe of the projeGs formed to re- 
kindle difcord between the two nations, The treaty of 
Amicns was negociated in the midit of the clamours of a 
party hoftile to peace. Hardly concluded, it became en 
ob,ect ot fevere cenfure ; it was reprefented as fatal to 
England, becaufe it was difgraceful to France. Speedily 
nquietudes were fpread, dangers were pretended, on 
which the neceflity of fuch a ftate of peace was eftablifh- 
ed, which ferved as a permanent fienal for new hoftili- 
ties. Thr fe wicked wretches were Fept in referve, and 
paid, who had torn in pieces the bofom of their country, 
and who are deftined to tear it again. Vain calculations 
of hatred' It is no that france divided by fac- 
tions, and agitated by ftorms; it is France reftored to 
internal tranquillity, regenerated in its adminiftration 
and its laws, ready to fal with all its might upon an fo- 
reigner who fhall dare to attack it, and to gonne@ him- 
felf with thofe brigands, whom an atrociqus policy fhall 
vomit again upon its foil to organize pillage and affafli- 
mation. At length an unexpected meffage alarmed all 
England with imaginary armaments in France and Ba- 
tavia, which affumed that important difcuflions divided 
the two governments, while no fuch difcuffion was 
known to the French gevernment. Forthwith formidable 
urmaments appeared on the coafts and in the ports of 
Great Britain; the fea is covered.with hips of war, and 
it isin the mid of this preperation that the cabinet of 
London demands of France the abrogation of a funda- 
mental article of the treaty of Amiens. They want,-they 
fay, new guarantees, and they forget the 
treaties, the execution of which is the frit of. guarantees 
that nations can give to each other. France 
invoked plighted faith; in vain has fhe confented to 
faut her eyes upon the aQual inexecution of the article 
of the treaty of Amiens, which England pretends to 
free ries from; in er has the vite: a, a 
ing a definitive part till the momept that Spam’ 

ava the other ah contraéti tes, had manifefted 
their will; and laftly, in vain fas the propofed to call in 
the mediation of the powers who had heen requefted to 
grsrantes, sed whohave, in effet, guaranteed tite Mpula- 
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able to effet his janditrig in Briedin, or, What ¥ more 
le, experience , defeat, ‘and rutii on heb 
it not, for a‘moment, be underflood, thet 
we are anxious fer Ruffian alfiftance. Thanks to the 
judtice of owr caufe, the refolution of our country- 
men, the exalted power under whofe banners we 
fight, and the fleady and refolute adherence of our 
intular affociates, we‘feel ourfelves fully competent 
to the avful feene before us. We readily admit, 
with the poet #, that, 
“ 'Tisnot in mortals to command fuccefs, 
“ But we’ll-de more, ronius, we'll deferve it.” 
_To folic the mediation of Ruffia to adjuft the 
differences, feemed a very impolitic fep; though 
France was faid to be defirous of the reference, and 
the emperor not averfe to it. We are fenfible of the 
influence of fuch an empire, who, in fuch a crifis, 
held the balance of power in her hands, and could di- 
rect its preponderance at her pleafure. If minifters 


tions, the abrogation of which has been demanded. Allthefe 
iis eng ae have heen rejected, and the demands of Eng- 
are becqme more imperious and more abfolute. 

was not in the principles of government to bend under 
the menace; it was not in its power to bow the majefty 
of the French ¢ under laws which were prefcribed 
toit with forms fo haughty and fo new. If he had done 
it, it would have confecrated to England the right to ane 
nul, by its fole will, all the ftipulations by which it was 
bound towards France. It would have authorifed her to 
exaét from France new guarantees at the leaft alarm whi 
the might feign; and from thence two new principles wou 
be placed in the publiclaw of Great Britain, by the fide of 
that by which fhe has cut off other nations from the fove- 
reignty of the feas, and fubjetted to her laws and tegus 
lations the independence of their fags. The governme a, 
confined itfelf within the line which principle and 
rah traced ont for it. The negociations are ae 
and we are ready to fight if we are attacked. At Je 
we thall fight to maintain the faith of treaties, and for 
the honour of the French name. If we had given WA 
to a vain terror, we fhould foon have had to i to te- 
pel new pretenfions, but we thould have t ditho- 
noured by this firft inftlanee of ‘our weaknefs, degraded 
in our own eyes, and lowered in the eyes of an enemy 
who would on fome future eecafion have madeus to fink 
under their unju& pretenfions. Zhe nation will.reft con- 
fident in the fentiment qt:its freagth, whatever woynde 
the enemy may inflitt in, pants where we can neither 
prevent them nox seach them, The refult of this contett 
wil be nied as ze a a right to frem the ju ca 
of our caufe, and from, the courage es 

ae ao Boel sskae. Firft Conful. 
H. B. Manet, Secretery of State. 
Several fj es occurred on this mgssaez in thd 

gifative ion the twentieti ;‘ But they did not, ih the 

mallet d , refembte an Englith debate ; the tpeak- 
ers being all of one-opinion, aud gttributjny the 
yi the bad faith, jealgufy, and ambition of the 

ot nati 


‘Addifoa’s Cato. 
® were 
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were determined to adhere to the sitimatwm, the idea 
‘of 2 mediation was abfurdand contradiftory : befides 
it might be highly im in to conform te 
a decifion on fubj which, their peculiar 
nature, no arbitration of Ruffia could adjuft. lf France 
defired fuch a reference, fhe certainly had her in- 
ducements to fappofe that England would be awarded 
to abate fomewhat of her demands; and, fhould this 
great northern umpire have ratified theglaims of her 
government, France would have Fs ag from the 
award, the other hand, had onounced 
thofe claims unreafonable, England would have been 
equally diffatisfed. 

Had the mediation been confined to the queftion of 
Malta, it could be of no durable frvice. Whether 
Malta belong te England or France is a matter of 
fmall importance, when it is confidered that the ob- 
je& of the conteft is the independence of Europe, 
and not the guarentee of a rock. If the emperor 
fhould have awarded us Malta, which is certainly a 
very doubtful point, this would not have prevented 
a fpeedy renewal of the war; it would have been to 
clofe up a fingle wound, and leave a thoufand open. 

Much has been faid of the juftice, wifdom, and 
pacific sod ee of the ror: to thefe qualities 
we are juttified in adding that of humanity: he has 
net ambitioufly endeavoured to difturb the peace of 
Europe himfelf, but he has quietly fubmitted to its 
being overturned by otliers ; and, upon all occafions, 
has manifefted a feeming predileétion in favour of 
the French republic. That the emperor would not 
much incline to a decifion againft France, is evident 
from many circumftances, particularly the indemni- 
ties. The mode of flicing, carving, and diffevering 
the German fiates, was wholly effeéted by his influ- 
ence. He readily aflifted to weaken Auftria, but 
left Holland and Switzerland to the mercy of the 
French. It would be a oa ar contradiétion in his 

olicy, to fuppofe that he would decide in favour of 

ingland, by exonerating thofe countr'es from the 
yoke of France, which, reftored to their independ- 
ejce, would terininate her predominance, and Auf- 
tria, by the means of Switzerland, would again be 
made her rival. 

The refult of thefe arguments is fufficiently obvi- 
ous: The Ruffian mediation, to be of any fervice, 
muff not countera& the material points of our ulti- 
matum. But it is moft probable that it would mi- 
litate apajpit shale points, or the firft conful, who 
muft be fuppoled to have previoufly founded the dif- 
pofition of the emperor, would not have called him 
In asa mediator. Let us then abandon the idea of a 
mediation, which muft unavoidably be attended with 
great delay, without any rational profpeé of our de- 
riving any fatisfaGtion or advantage from it. In times 
ai aa with perils and alarms, the nation has 

ing to fear but that it has been paffive too long, 
and permitted encroachment to be)fortified by pow- 


563 


er, We have now drawn the fword, and mar’ 

circle, beyond which French ambition Fae teserie 
permitted to pafs. Our difpofition has been mode. 
rate and enduring ; but the limits of forbearance 
have been broken down; and the general exaf- 
peration of rete has roufed it to a zeal and 
unanimity which mutt infallibly ¢ 

ar raed = bly crown our efforts 

In the prefent crifis, the extremes of def ondency 
or temerity are equally to be avoided. If the cnemy 
invade us, Ict us be ready to receive them: if they 
thould not, let us difplay w front that may deter 
them. If we a& like Britons, we thall properly 
eftimate our danger, and neither magnify nor un- 
der-rate it. Let us defpife their utmott efforts, but 
let us not fupinely negleé the exercife of thofe mea- 
fures againft a rancorous foe, which are demanded 
from Britifh valour, Britith integrity, and a Britith 
fenfo of honour! The French, fo eminent for their 
gaiconading talents, however they may boatt of fuc- 
ceeding in an invafion, entertain very moderate 
hopes of ultimate fuccefs at this period : this is evi- 
dent, as well from the temper of the Enelith, as from 
the declaration of the firft conful, to lord Whitworth 
the Britifh ambaffador. , 

In a private interview with that nobleman at the 
Thuilleries, he acknowledgad, as we have more par- 
ticularly fhewn, his unwillingne/s to rifk his life and 
reputation in fuch’ a hazardous enterprife, unlefs 
forced te it by necefity, and expreffed his apprchen- 
fion that if fuch an expedient fhould be adopted, 
that him/elf, and the greatcft part of the expedition 
would go to the bottom of the fea. He modeftly 
coneluded his harangue, in terms difated by his 
own pufillanimity and intimidation, ‘ that ‘there 
were one hundred chances to oneagainfi him.” This 
language does not aceord with the ufual inflated - 
pompofity and bombaft of the premier conful. It is 
in the higheft degrce difcauraging to his deluded 
flaves, whom he has falfely denommmated his coun- 
trymen, and prefents the moft flattering profpeéts 
to thofe enemies, which his perfidy has created. 

It muft be admitted that Bonaparte, in con- 
defcending to fpeak thus rationally to the Bri. 
tifh ambaflador, defcended from the pinnacle of 
myftical fublimity, and in this fingle inftance con- 
du@ed himfelf like a mere man, though he was then 
almoft 4n emperor. But we can cite a more refpec- 
table authority to convince mankind that we cannot 
liften to the le&tures of fear or intimidation. A gal- 
lant and diftinguifhed admiral, fir Edward Pellew, 
whom Mr. Sheridan lately mentioned in the houfe of 
commons, with high encomiums, among other fen- 
fible obfervations, declared his opinion on this 
point, in a late debate on the naval defence of this 
country. It would be departing from our plan to 
detail the particulars of the worthy feamen’s fpirited 
remarks, but we fhall introduce fuch as arc pertinent 

to 
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to our purpofe, and will refle& no blefnifh on him- 
felf. 

‘< From the debate of this night,” faid fir Edward, 
s€ there is one piece of information [ have acquired, 
“that the French have got mpwards of a thoufand 
‘< veffels at Boulogne. I am glad to find that they 
‘ are {hut up there: we have onc advantage in it, 
© we know where they are; but I with we had any 
“ means of knowing when they come out. Ido not 
<< really fee,” continues the worthy admiral, “ in 
“ the arrangement of our naval defence, any thing 
“© to excite the apprehenjions of even the moft timid 
‘ among us ;*on the contrary, I fee every thing that 
“* may be expected from aétivity and perfeyerance, 
“6 to infpire us with confidence. I fee a triple naval 
‘¢ bulwark, compofed of one fleet ¢&ting on the ene- 
‘6 my’s coaft ; another confifting of heavier fhips fta- 
‘ tioned in the Downs, ready to a& at a moment's 
“ notice ; and a third clofe to the beach, capable of 
 ¢¢ deftroving any part of the enemy’s flotilla, that 

“ fhould efcape the vigilance of the other two 
‘¢ branches of our defence.” 

And fir James Pulteney, (in the fame debate) af- 
ter recapituluting the ftatements of fir Edward Pel- 
Jew, refpeGing the ftrength and efficiency of our naval 
force, contended, ‘ that we were able to block up 
the enemy in their ports, and to deride the menaces 
of invafion ?” fas 

Exclufive of thefe incentives to ftimulate our ar- 
dour, the delufion of fraternity and civicifm, which 
prevailed among the lower claffes of fociety, are 
now utterly extin& in our ifland: the fetters with 
which France is now manacled, mutt operate indeed 
like chains upon us, as they ferve to bind us more 
firmly to our conftitution; and the licentious pro- 
ceedings of that devoted country, have fhewn us the 
ineftimable value of rational liberty. 

Every individual, relying on his own efforts and 
thofe of his compatriots, will confider the national 
fafety involved in his own exertion ; and that the {pi- 
rit of heroifm is transfufed into the breaft of ever 
one operating in the general caufe, producing col- 


le&ively a mot formidable phalanx, that will laugh 
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at the romantic idea of ithe invafon of England ; 
claffing it among the other. extravagances of the * 
ufurper’s prolific imagination. Bat, shoagh we are 
not to be intimidated by a Corfican upftart, there is 
a ftrong and irrefitkible neceflity for the augmenta- 
tion of our military force, fo long as the prefent mi- 
litary defpotifm prevails in France. We are, indeed, 
ae of beholding men’ arrayed as foldiers, who 

ave property and every thing dear to them at ftake. 
There is a wonderful contraft between the French 
and Englith armies: in France the miferable con- 
{cripts are dragged to fight the battles of their ty- 
rant; whilein Great Britain the eye is gratified with 
the fight of myriads of volunteers ; men, who from 
the nobleft ardour, and moft patriotic principles, 
have gallantly ofered themfclves as defenders of the 
conftitution of this happy ifland. 

We thall for the prefent conclude, in the impref- 
five language of an illuftrious fenator : “« Bonaparte’s 
“hold upon France is the fword, and he has no 
* other, Js he conneé&ted with the foil, or with the 
“habits, the affvcions, or the prejudices of the 
*¢ country ‘——He is a firanger, a foreigner, and an 
‘* ufurper. He unites in hisown perfonevery thing that 
“a pure republican mutt detctt ; every sa than an 
** enraged jacobin has abjured; every thing that 

a fincere and faithful royalift muft feel as an infult.” 


Here we make a foleinn paufe, at the renovation 
of hoftilities in 1803, to enable our readers to take a” 
retrofpettive view of the interefting viciffitudes re. 
corded in this eventful hiftory: The author however. 
pro ofes to take an early opportunity of continuing 

is biorical narrative ; but he fincerely withes, as a 
friend of the human race, that the fanguinary fcenes 
of war may not occupy fo large a proportion of the 
fubfequent pages, as have deluged thofe which have 
preceded it; and that an honourable peace may 
avert, for a very long period, the horrors which are 
the natural confequences of war. With the reftora- 
tion of peace, may commerce and the arts revive and 
flourifh, and Great Britain ever continue to preferve 
her enviable rank among the nations ! = 
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From the Revolution to the prefent Time. Including a fummary View of fuch Portions of the general 
: Hiftory of Europe, as are neceffary to elucidate their particular Progrefs in England. 


Wt have already traced the progrefs of fociety 
to the beginning of the laft century. And 
if we examine hiftory of the prefent, and 
compare it with the annals of modern Europe dur- 
ing any preceding period of the fame extent, we 
fhall fod much caufe to congratulate mankind on 
the improvements in the focial fyfiem ; which have, 
with a happy conformity, diminithed the miferies 
and multiplied the enjoyments of human life. 

If enlightened reafon, after afccrtaining the inte- 
refts of nations und the rights of individuals, has not 
been able wholly to reftrain the ambition of princes, 
and thofe who have lately ufurped that dignity, it 
has at leaft introduced into the operations of war a 

irit of generofity little known among our ferocious 

refathers. Perfecution-has ceafed to kindle the 
faggot for the trial of arthodoxy, or to fertilize the 
earth with the blood of the unbelievers; and the 
peaceful citizen has feldom been difturbed in his in- 
duftrious purfuits or ingenious labours by the rava- 
ges of inteftine war. If the moft exa& regulations 
of police have not proved wholly effeétual to fu 
prefs private violence, or to banifh fraud from t 
tranfactions of men, offences have certainly been 
rendered lefs frequent. Property is become more 
fecure. The comforts and conveniences of life are 
more equally enjoyed. Afylums are every where 
provided for poverty, énd hofpitals for difeafe. Pri- 
vate feftivities are enlivened by public entertain- 
ments. The pleafures of fenfe, refined by delicacy, 
are heightened by thofe of imagination and fenti- 
ment ; while tafte, in contemplating the beauties of 
Bature and art, muy be faid to open new fources of 
fatisfaGtion and delight. 

Ruffia, though rude and barbarous at the begin- 
ning of the laft century, has made rapid ad- 
vaaces towards civilization. It has experienced the 
moft fudden and fortunate change of any country of 
the fame extent in the hiftory of humen affairs. But 
that c y has not been attended with fuch bene- 
ficial contequences as might have been wifhed to the 
body of the Pi a whom Peter I. found and left 


in a flate of flavery. And notwithftanding the more 

j policy ef Catharine II. who endeavoured 
to revive a fpit of liberty among the lower claffes, 
and extended t and protetion to her 
fubjeGs of all the liberal and ingenious arts 
of Rufhia have bean hitherto cul chiefly by fo- 
reigners ; or by fuch natives ashave been initiated 
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in them abroad, and with whom they die. They 
are ftill in fome meafure exotics in that great and 
flourifhing empire ; not as Raynal infinuates, on ac- 
count of the coldnefs of the climate, but becanfe the 
mental foil is not yet fufficiently prepared for their 
reception. The influence of example, however, 
daily extends itfelf. Many of the Ruffian nobility 
and gentry have acquired a relith for polite litera- 
ture, and are diftinguifhed by humanity to their 
vaffuls, by polifhed manners, and elegant converfa- 
tion. Ruflia has already produced generals and 
ftatefmen, and will probably foon give birth to poets, 
painters, hiftorians, and philofophers ; who colleé& 
in their train the whole circle of the arts and 
{ciences, 

Of the progrefs of improvement in Poland, where 
befides aihee sdveete pease ia the fendal arifto- 
cracy ftill reigns in all its aufterity, the people 
are flaves, and the nubles tyrants, little can be faid. 
Sweden and Denmark have loft muth of their confe- 
quence, as kingdoms ; but the fons of the north do 
not appear to be lefs happy, though they feem to 
have loft with their political freedom, their ancient 
fpirit of liberty and independence. They enjoy 
more equally the means of a comfortable fubfiftence. 
Manufactures, commerce, and agriculture, have made 
confiderable progrefs among them ; and it may with 
propriety be generally afferted, That every people, 
taken colleétively, are happy in proportion to their 
indufiry. Norarethefe countries without their men 
of genius and fcience. Sweden, in her Linnzeus, boatts 
the honour of having given birth to the moft pro- 
found naturalift in modern times. 

Germany, during the period under review, has 
— undergone lefs change than any other coun- 
try of equal extent, notwithitanding the frequent 
wars by which it has been fhaken. Agriculture, ma- 
nufaGures, and the mechanical arts, have in the 
courfe of the laft century made great progrefs in 
many parts of that country. 

The Swifs, fo much diftinguifhed by their inte- 

ity, their love of liberty and of their country, and 
fo loc accuftomed to fell their blood to the different 
powers of Europe, as other nations do the produce 
of their foil, having fertilized with culture their 
barren mountains, and acquired a knowledge of the 
neceflary arts, poured forth thetr furplus of : 
tion upon more wealthy fates, in ufeful arti 
and induftrious manure ; and eine & 
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home their plain and fimple manners, with their 
ancient independency and military charatter. Happy 
without wealth, they were firangers to luxury. Do- 
meftic duties among them fupplied the place of pub- 
lic amufements, and public virtue concealed the 
defeé&s in the form of government. 

Till the Conful of France deprived them of their 
tranquillity and happinefs bv a wanton exercife 
of tyranny, the Swifs poffeffed all the patriotic 

ualities that gave b‘rth to their republic : while the 

utch, formerly a: zealous in the caufe of freedom, 
who acquired its full eftablifhment by greater efforts, 
and exhibited to nankind fora century the moft 
perfe&t pi&ure of a flourifhing commonwealth, are 
now become degenerate and bafe; dead to every 
fenfe of a public intereft, and to cvery generous 
fentiment of the foul. The luft of gain has extin- 
guifhed among them the fpirit of patriotifm, the 
fove of glory, the feelings of humanity, and even 
the fenfe of fhame. A total want of principle pre- 
vails in Holland. Avarice is the only paffion, and 
wealth the only merit in the United Provinces. In 
fuch a country the liberal arts muft decline, and ele- 
gant manners cannot be ex . 

If painting and archite&ure have continued to de- 
cline in Italy, mufic and poetry have greatly flou- 
rifhed in this claflical country., Metaftafio, perb ips 
inferior to none of her modern bards, has perfeéted 
her ferious mufical drama. But the Italian opera 
has been reprefented by fome as unnatural and fan- 
taftical. All our fine old ballads, which fo exqui- 
fitely paint the tender paflions, are fuppofed to be 
sng by | sao under the immediate influeace of 
thofe paflions ; and if the flage is allowed to be a 
pi@ure of life, there can be nothing unnatural in 
an aétor’s imitating on it, what is believed to have 
pr ase in the great theatre of the world. Todo 
as little violence us poffible to probability, Metafta- 
fio has contrived to throw chiefly into airs of odes, 
thofe parts of his mufical tragedies, that would other- 
wife evaporate in foliloquy, infond complainings, or 
in frantic ravings. The lyric meafure is admirably 

ted to she language of paflion ; and furely that 

rfon cannot pofics a mufical ear who fhould pre- 

fer fimple articulation to fugh enchanting melody, 

as generally communicates to the heart the foul-dil- 
folving airs of Metaftalie. 

The fiate of fociety in Spain has been much im- 
proved under the princes of the houfe of Bourbon. 
he ladies are no logger excluded from company 
by an illiberal jealoufy. The intercourfe of the fexes 
becomes daily more genexel and eafy. A tafte for 
agriculture, for arts, manufaGtures, and even a paf- 
Gon fog: letters, has been revived among the 

iardg. A fimilar tafte is faid to have extended 
to the acighbouring kingdom of Portugal, 
finee the expulfion of the Jcfuits. . 
lu France, fociety attained its higheft polith before 
; 5 
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thecommencement of the laft century, But the misfor. 
tunes which clouded the latter years of Louis XIV. 
threw a gloom over the manners of the people, and a 
myftical religion became fathionable at court. The 
fervour fpread, efpecially among the fofter fex ; and 
Racine, complying with the prevailing tafte, wrote 
tragedies on facred fubjeéts. The court, however, 
refumed its gaiety under the regency of the duke of 
Orleans ; and his libertine example, with that of his 
minifter, the cardinal du Bois, introduced a total 
corruption of manners; a grofs fenfuality that 
fcorned the veil of decency; an unprincipled le. 
vity that treated every thing teen and refpec- 
table with derifion; and a {pirit of diffipation, 
with extreme poverty, prevailed during a confider- 
able part of the reign of Louis XV. . 

The Jefuits, the chief fupporters of the bull Uni- 

nitus, having rendered themfelves odious by their 

are in the confpiracy againft the life of the king of 
Portugal, fell in France under the lath of the civil 
power, for certain fraudulent mercantile tranfaGtions, 
They refufed to difcharge the debts of one of their 
body, who had become bankrupt for a large fum, 
and who was fuppofed to a& for the benefit of the 
whole fociety. Asa monk, indeed, he was obliged 
todo fo. The parliaments eagerly feized an oppor- 
tunity of humbling their fpiritual enemies. The Je- 
fuits were every where cited before thofe high tri- 
bunals, in 1761, and ordered to do juftice to their 
creditors, They pretended to acquiefce in the de- 
cifion, but delayed payment under various pre- 
tences. New fuits were commenced againft them, 
in 1762, on account of the dah irs tendency of 
their writings. In the courfe of thefe proceedings, 
they were compelled to ee their Jnftitufe, or 
the rules of their order, hitherto ftudioufly conceal- 
ed. That myfterious volume, which was found to 
confift of maxims fubverfive of all civil government, 
and even of the fundamental principle of morals, 
completed their ruin. All their colleges were feized, 
all their goods confifcated ; and the king, afhamed 
or afraid io prote& them, refigned them to their fage, 
and finally expelled them the kingdom, by a folemn 
edi&, and utterly abolifhed the order of Jefuits in 
France. 

An account of the revolution in France, which 
firft expelled the Bourbon family, and fucceffively 
elevated Bonapaste to the premier~confulute, and 
prefented a profpe& of an imperial throne, as em- 
peror of the French, is particularly related in our 
annals of the reign of George the Third. 

Many poets appeared in Britain within the time 
comprehended in our prefent furtvey. We havealready 
a his friend Gay act ealy diftin- 
guithed himfelf as a fabulift, but acquired much 
ape by the sa age humourof the Beggar's 


Born with ftrong underftanding, a evalent 
heart, 
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heart, and an enthufaltic fancyewith all the powers 
neceflary to form a gteat poet, Thompfon perceived 


that Pope had attained the fammit of excellenee in 
that mode of c on which he had adopted. 
Though born in the laft year of the feventeenth centu- 


ry, we cannot be taxed with impropriety for notic- 
ing him in this piers: He faw there were other paths 
to fame which Pope had not purfued ; and by mak- 
ing choice of blank verfe, which was fuited to the 
exuberance of his genius, to the grandeur of his con- 
ceptions, and to the boldnefs of his metaphorical 
images, as well as to the minute wildnefs of his poeti- 
cal defcriptions, he has left us in his Sea/ons, a great- 
er ‘number ‘of juft, beautiful, and fublime views of 
external nature, than are to be found in the produc- 
tions of any of the poets’ fince the days of Lucretius. 
The Seafons are charafterifed by elegant and accu- 
rate defcription. 

‘But none of our lyric poets have fo well imitated 
the philofophic goo humour ard good fenfe of Ho- 
race, as Akenf e. Nothing can be more happily 
purfued than the whole train of thinking in his Ode 
on the Wintcr Solftice. After lamenting the deftruc- 
tive rage of the elements, he proceeds thus : 


*¢ But let not man’s unequal views 

‘« Prefume o’er nature and her laws ; 
«Tis his with grateful yoy to ufe 

4 Th’ indulgence of the Sovereign Caufe: 
*¢ Secure that health and beauty fprings 
Through this majeftic franf@ of things, 

“ Beyond what he can reach to know ; 
“ And that heaven’s all -fubduing will 

With good, the progeny of ill, 

** Attempereth every {tate below.” 


Akenfide, fufceptibleto all the impreffions of natural 
and moral beauty, who furveyed the univerfe with a 
benevolent eyg, and a heart filled with admiration 
and love of ifdom and goodnefs of the Supreme 
Being, has given us in his Plea ures of Imagination, 
a delightful fyftem of the philofophy of tafte, in all 
the pomp of Miltonic verfe. 

The Jeafures of Imagination, his principal work, 
was fir publifhed in 1744, when he had not attain- 
efi his twenty-third year. He was bred a phyfician, 
and died phyfician to the queen, June 23, 1770. 

The Pindarje Odes of this poct have great dig- 
nity in elevation of fentiment. 

Armftrong, like Akenfide, a ba dy profef- 
‘fidn, took his d in 1732, but never arrived at 
much pragice. He has bequeathed to mankind a 
valuable legacy, in his Art of preferving Health, 
while he has furnithed the literary world with a 
more claffical powm, in the fame {pecies of verfifica- 
tion, than either te Seafons or the Pleafures of Ima- 
gination. We give the fallowihg extre& as a {peci- 
men of the manner of this truly*elegant writer : 


LITERATURE. 


“ He without riot in the balmy feat 
« Of life, the wants of sanuiches fupplied, 

*€ Who rifes cool, ferene, and full of foul. 

* But pliant nature more or lefs demands, 

** As cuftom forms her :—and-all fudden change 

** She hates, of habit even from bad to good, 

* Iffaults in life, or new emergencies, 

* From habits urge you by long time confirm'd, 

« Slow sap a change arrive, and ftage by flage z 
** Slow as the fhadow o’er the dial moves; : 
“ Slow as the ftealing progrefs of the year.” 
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Among his other poems, we may mention his 
Economy of Love, a piece of great merit, but too 
ftrongly tin@ured with the licentioufnels of Ovid, 

Akenfide and Armftrong may be claffed together, 
not only as being both phyficians, but as refembling 
each other in their tafte for poetry. 

Collins thone as a lyrift, and Gray, with confider- 
able fuccefs, attempted to imitate the wild enthufiafm 
of Pindar; though it muft be admitted that in the 
lyric pieces ot thefe poets, a certain folemn obfcu- 
rity pervades, through which a degrec of poetic {plen- 
dour freyuentiy burits forth. In Collins’ Odes there 
are fome truly fublime ftanzas ; the firft fianza in the 
Ode to Liberty, the tirft m that to Mercy, aud the 
firft in thatto Fear, Of his Perfian, or as they have 
fince been entitled, his Oriental Eclogues, it may 
juftly be afferted, that in fimplisity of defcription 
and expreflion, in delicacy and foftnefs of numbers, 
and in natural and unaffeGted tendernefs, shey are 
not to be equalled by any thing of the paftoral kind 
in the Englifh language. In 1774, he fuddenly left 
Magdalen College, Oxtord, and came to London a 
literary adventurer. He piauned feveral tragedies, but 
being deficient in application, he only plan ied them, 
By the death of colonel Martin, his uncle, he became 
poflefied of about two t ioufand pounds. Before this 
event he ftudied to live, and experienced no evil 
but poverty ; but foon afterwards his hfe was affail- 
ed by more dreadful calamities, difeafe and infanity 
which termined his cxiftence. 

The opening of Collins’s Ode to Liberty, is farci- 
bly ftriking. 


“* Who fhall awake the Spartan fife, 
** And call in folemn founds to life 
“ The youths whofe locks divinely fpreading, 
* Like vernal hyacinths in fullen hue, 
 Atonce the breath of fear and virtue theddin 
«« Applauding freedom lov’dofoldto view ?” 


Gray’s Welch Bard, has great merit, whether we 
confider the variety and force of the numbers, or the 
gloomy grandeur of the imagery. 

When Akenfide, Collins, nae Gray, were perfe&. 
ing ed ig poetry, # new turn was given tu our 
love-verfes by Hammond, who was born in 1710, 
and died in 1742. He wag equerry to the prince of 

; W; 
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Wales, and a man of great tafte and fenfibility, who 
has fuccefsfully imitated the elegiacg manner of Tibul- 
lus, and has given to his amorous folicitations foft 
melancholy, entirely in unifon with the tone of the 
paffion, and a tendernefs to which Waller and Prior 
were ftrangers. He is faid to have divided his time 
between pleafure and books : in his retwement forget- 
ing the town, andin his gaioty peppremnng ee ftadent. 
His Love Elegies are defervedly admired. We there- 
fore give the following extraft from them. 


* With thee I hop’d to waite the plesfing day, 
« Tillin thy arms an age of joy was paft ; 
* Then, old with love, infenfibly decay, 
« And on thy bofom gently breathe my laft. 
* I fcorn the Lydian river’s golden wave, 
‘¢ And all the vulgar charms of human life; 
“T only afk tolive my Delia’s fave, 
“t And when I long have ferv'd her—tall her wife.” 


Mafon, an excellent poet, was a refidentiary of 

rork Cathedral, and diftinguifhed himfelf by writ- 

ing Elfmda and Caraétacus, tragedies. The Eng- 

hfh Garden, a poem, and Memoirs of Gray, the 
t 


Mil Seward, im her poetical novel Louifa, exhi- 
bits fituations of great dramatic effe@. The ftory: 
is interefting, and the fentiments juft, pathetic, and 
impreflive : it alfy abounds with {cenic defcriptions, 
drawn entirely from nature. Mifs Seward has alfo 
diftinguithed Terfetf as a tranflator : fhe has clothed 
one of the moft elegant of the Latin poets in an Eng- 
lith drefs, having prefented the public with a new 
verfion of feveral of the Odes of Horace. 

Lord Lyttelton produced fome elegant pieces in 
the poetic walk ; and Goldfmith had a confiderable 
degree of merit in that and other il pedi The 

rincipal produ&tions of Lord Lyttelton were, *‘ The 

fs of Love ; Perfian Letters; Obfervations on 

the Converfion and Apoftlefhip of &. Paul; Dia- 

Jogues of the Dead; and, the hiftory of Henry the 
Second.” 

Shenftone has given us a refined fpecies of rural 
poetry, with stich we were formerly unacquainted : 
it is paftor al in fuperior life ; nting the man- 
ners and the fentrments of a gen ing in the 
country, inftead of thofe of a clown. In this refpe@, 
at does not differ effentially from the paftorals of the 
polled and courtly Virgil, who would not have 

jeen afhamed to have owned the fellowing elegant 


lines : 


** Can a bofom fo gentle remain 
* Unmov’d when her Corydum fighs ? 
* Wall a nv mph that is fond of the plain, 


« Thofe plains and this valley defpife ? 
“ Dear regions of fitence and thade! | 
ae Co | of contentment and eafej ot 


# Where Icould have happily fisay’d, 
4 If aught im her abfence could pleafe ? 
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iy iar basis lgasnroi 

“ And where are her grotsand her bowers ? 

“ Are the groves agd the vallies ax gay, 
bias emir, cata 

as ves may perha as ipir 
+ Riad the face of the wallies as fine 5 

*¢ The {waihs may in mafihters compare, —*’ 
« But their love is nut etpial to mine.” 


Charchill, and fatyrift, yired 
reat reputstion, in the pemece chat Le lived ¢ rhe 
gral Seria ary Hewes born in 1°31, and 
died November 5, 1764, at Boulogne, whither he 
repeired to vilit his friend John Wilkes, who had a 
Mea of a againft ‘seater raga eee pub- 
ic notice icatian , & poem, 
which b the ‘abn ant feverity of its fatire was 
univerfally applaitded. This production was afcrib- 
ed to Mr. Colman, and Mr. Loyd, but ah 
advertifement with their ures, dec the ‘ho- 
nour of receiving fame which was due to another, 
candidly sknowlelgicn themfelvés idcapable of fuch 
@ compofition. An Apology to the Critical Review- 
ers, his next produCtion, was read withy = °°" 
Night, the Ghoft, thé Aaa van el ne, Gotham, 
and Independence, all contributed to eftablith his 
fame as a poet, and to furnifh his pocket with a fup- 
ly of cath for his extravagance, which was under 
ittle reftraint. , 
Among bis fatirical ftrokes, the following couplet 
was u as iption of an emi- 


a 
nent Lever; now advanced to the dignity of an earl: 


“A prim prater of the northern race, 
** Guilt in his heart, and famine in tus face.” 


Hogarth having publithed  caricatere of Church- 
ill, asa R Png all org Boas. ppd 
old an 


the reverence due to the hat his 
feeble o t, drew the following exaggerated 
pi@ure of him : 

* With all the fymptoms of ailured decay, 


‘¢ With age and ficknefs pinch’d and worn away ; 
“ Pale qivedag lips, Rak chooks faultering 
“ The fpirits out of tune the nerves unfiring, 

“ The body thrivalled up, thedimeyes funk, _ 
Within their fockets deep, the weak hams (hrunk, 

= The igea of cae roubling trough the vel 
“ i veins 
“ More than half kill’d, by honeft truths which fell, 
« Through thy own fault, from men who with’d thee 


Wen 5 
Canft thou ev'n thus Bey thonghts to give, 
id ded gs ig an re 


And on the verge of death, leara how 
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One fpecimen more of his talent for fatire, and 
we have done with this cenforious bard. Speaking 
of Warburton, bifhop of Gloucefter, in his poem of 
the Ghoft, he days, he is 


og————“ So proud that fhould he sa 
“¢ The twelve apoftles in the fireet, 

«He'd turn his nofe up at them all, 

‘¢ And fhove his Saviour from the wall.” 


Mr. Colman was an ingenious poet, and general 

writer. While he was at Chrift church College, 

Oxford, he formed thofe literary connexions, with 

whom he remained in friendfhip till they feverally 

dropped off the ftage of life. Lloyd, Churchill, Bon- 

nel Thornton, and other celebrated wits of a for- 
mer day, were among the intimate affociates of Mr. 
Colman, and gave eclat to his name by noticing 
him in feveral of their compofitions. For fome time 
he was pofleffed of a {hare of Covent-Garden theatre, 
jointly with Mefits. Harris, Powell, and Rutherford ; 
but, having a literary conteft with thofe gentlemen, he 
fold his fhare, and retired. Mr. Foote, then the pro- 
prietor of the Hay-market theatre, difpofed of it to 
Mr. Colman for a handfome annuity during the life 
of the feller, which he did not long enjoy: and on 
the death of Mr. Foote, Mr. Colman obtained the 
licence. This gentleman was one of the writers in 
the Connoiffeur : and, as a fcholar, he holds a very 
refpeétable rank, as may be feen in his Tranflations 
of Horace’s Art of Poetry ; and of the comedies of 
Terence. His Jealous Wife is defervedly efteemed. 
ee has fuccelsfully fucceeded him in the comic 
walk. 

To many rich prefents, which nature beftowed on 
the mind of Dr. Darwin; was added the feducing, and 
often dangerous gift of a highly poetic imagination. 
In perfpicuity, which is one of the firft excellencies 
of poetry as well as profe, he has few equals. He 
is clear, even when deicribing the moft intricate ope- 
rations of nature, or the moft complex works of art. 
Dr. Darwin’s Zoonomia is an exhauftlefs repofitory 
of interefting proofs, of curious experiments in natu- 

-ral produétions, and in medical effeéts: a vaft and 
complicated fcheme of difquifition, incalculably im- 
portant to the health and comforts of mankind, fo 
fat as they relate to objeéts merely terreftrial ; throw- 
ing novel, ufeful and beautiful light on the fecrets 
ee ry ffiology; and, though its doétrines are not in- 
fallible, jt cannot fail of {preading the name of its 

author over lands and feas, to whatever clime the 
fun of fcience has irradiated and warmed. 

Cowper, (William) bas accomplifhed, as a poet, 
the fublimeft obje& of poetical ambition ; he has dif- 
i faied the general prejudice that held it hardly pof- 
fible for a modern author to fucceed in facred 


Pgstry ; he has proved tMwe-verfe and devotion are 
natural allies. The talent of Iitter-writing he pol- 
Vou, ah No. 119. 


OF LITERATURE. 


569 


feffed in a moft eminent degree. Pope, in his epif- 
tolary correfpondence, is thought deficient in that 
air of perfett cafe, that unfindied flow of affe&tion, 
which gives the higheft charm to this fpecies of cor- 
refpondence: but thofe unafle&ed graces may be 
found abundant and complete in the various corre- 
{fpondence of Cow per. He was fo abfolue a ftranger 
to artifice and difginfe, his affeGtions were fo ardent 
and pure, that in writing to thofe he efteemed, he 
could not fail to fhew what really paffed in his own 
bofom, and his letters are moft faithful reprefenta- 
tives of his heart. That fuch language muf have a 
mixture of eafe and elegance, peculiarly fuited to 
fuch compofition, is happily exemplified in thofe of 
Ciccro and Cowper. Cowper publifhed two volumes 
of poems in 1795, and his tranflation of Homer in 
1799, 

\ claffical form was given to the comic romance 
bv Fielding and Smollett, who have painted mo- 
dern manners with great force of colouring, and 
truth of delineation; and given to the ludicrous fea- 
tures of life all the heightenings of wit, humour, and 
fatire. Their principal performances in that walk, 
were Tom Jones, Jofeph Andrews, Roderick Ran- 
dom, Peregrine Pickle, and Sir Launcelot Greaves. 

Richardfon, invented a peculiar fpecies of moral 
romance, which reftored the declining credit of novel 
writing. It may be called the epic of civil life; as 
it exhibits in well-conftruéted fable, and in a variety 
of ftrongly-marked charaéers, under the influence 
of different paffions, and engaged in different pur- 
fuits, the beauty and dignity of virtue, and the mean- 
nefs and deformity of vice. The principal produc- 
tions of this author, under the well-known names of 
Sir Charles Grandifon, Clarifla, and Amelia, feemed 
for a time to occupy the whole attention, and even 
to turn the heads of the younger part of the nation. 
He publifhed many other things on different fubjeéts 
which were highly approved, and drew from the pen 
of Dr. Johnfon the following cncomium on the wri- 
ter. He fays, ** he is an author from whom the age has 
“ received great favours, who has enlarged the 
‘“* knowledge of human nature, and taught the paf{- 
‘ fions to move at the command of virtue.” 

Dr. Johnfon, notwithfianding the fuccefs of his 
voluminous Di&onary, had greater merit as a critic 
and a moralift, than as alexicographer. After fup- 

lying the Gentleman’s Magazine with a variety of 
iterary articles, he produced fome poems, tranfla- 
tions, and biographical works which were much ap- 
roved. Having publifhed London, and the Life of 
baie e, Irene, a tragedy, made its appearance, 
hich was not fo favourably received as he expeéted ; 
he was therefore induced tq undertake his Diftionary, 
for which he was very amply paid. He next publithed 
the Rambler, confifting of moral and other intcreft- 
ing eflays. The reputation of thefe works obtained 
him the honorary degree of Dof&or of Laws in the 
1E Univerfity 
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Univerfity of Dublin, which was foon after followed 
by the fame degree from Oxford. 'T'o this fucceed- 
ed the Idler, and the Prince of Abyffinia. Towards 
the clofe of life he iffued fome Political Effays; which 
were differently eftcemed by different parties. His 
laft undertaking, The Lives of the Britith Poets, 
would alone have been fufficient to immortalize his 
name among his countrymen, A ftatue to Dr. John- 
fon’s memory has been ere@ed in St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

When the hiftories of Rohertfon and Hume ap- 

peared, romances were no longer read. A new tafte, 
was foon introduced. The lovers of mere amufe- 
ment found, that real incidents, and real charaGers, 
delineated with truth and force, can more ftrongly 
esgage the mind and heart than any fabulous nar- 
rative. This tafte, which has fince given birth to 
many other elegant hiftorical produ@ions, fortunate- 
ly for Englifh literature, continues to gain ground. 
_ The corrupt adminiftration of fir alpole, 
in the early part of the reign of George II. when 
€very man’s virtue was fuppofed to have its price, 
tended greatly to diflolve the manners and principles 
of the nation ; while the flourithing ftate of manufac- 
tures, and a vaft influx of money by trade, produc- 
ed fo much intemperance among the common peo- 
ple, that the parliament thought it neceffary to inter- 
pofe its authority, in order to reftrain the inordinate 
ufe of fpirituous liquors. 

Though the peace in the early-part of the pre- 
fent reign did not procure us all the advyan- 
tages we might reafonably expe&, it left the 
Britifh empire great and flourifhing ; with trade 
confiderably augmented ; territory immenfely ex- 
tended ; anda numerous body of induftrious people, 
employed in fupplying with manufaétures the de- 
mande of commerce, or occupied in the labours of 
hufbandry. 

Public fpectacles were now encouraged ; befides 
a magnificent Italian opera, the capital fupported 
two Englifh theatres; and thofe theatres were well 
fupplied with. new dramatic pieces, the profits of 
; ich amply recompenfed the labour of their au- 

ors. 

The Funeral, and the Confcious Lovers, both co- 
medies by Steele, were followed by thofe of Cibber, 
who has given us, in his Carelefs Hufband, a finifhed 
Pi@ure of polite life. The formal ftyle, and fenten- 
tious morality of Addifon’s Cato, in fome degree, 
diftinguith all the t ies of Thomfon. The tre- 

ies of Southern and Young are more impaffioned, 
though in other refpeés no fefs faulty. Fouthern’ 
who was intimately acquainted with the human 
breaft, has fome exquifitely pethetic fcenes, But his 
ftories are too uniformly diftrefiing ; and Oroonoko, 
the moft finifhed of all his pieces, is interlarded with 
low comedy. Ifabella, writtenin the reign of George I. 
has fewer faults, and fewcr beauties, It is a mourn- 
ful tale indeed ! Dr. Young had wit as a fatirift, and 
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merit asa tragic writer: his Revenge hos great me. 
rit. The fable is well-conftruéted, the ftyle is = 
and animated; the charatte’s are ftrongly marked, 
and the poetic fpirit is well fupported throughout 
the piece. 

Thehiftory of the ftage is, in every nation, inti. 
mately! conne&ed with the hiftory of manners. Even 
from the mode of playing in diferent ages, much 
is to be gathered beyond the tification of idle cu- 
riofity. Our tragic a@ors, before the appearance 
of Garrick, had a very imperfe& notion of their bu- 
finefs. Having little opportunity to obferve the mo- 
oom and ar lefs = hear the aite ieee of ae 

onages, lally on t and important fub- 
Nos, or chile aiden che influence of firong paflions, 
they had recourfe to imagination; and gave to a 
the fpeeches of fuch exalted chara&ers, and by ha- 
bit to thofe of more humble life, an inarticulate 
deep-toned monotony ; which had an unnatural re- 
femblance to the human voice, accompanied with a 
ftrutting ftatelinefs of gefture, which was altogether 
grotefque, but which they miftook for majefty. To 
acquire only the tread of the lage, was then a work 
of years. 

aving performed a noviciate at Bt , Garrick 
made his appearance at Goodman’s Fields ; and, Oc- 
tober 19, 1741, ated Richard the Third for the firft 
time. His aGting was attended with the loudeft ac- 
clamations of applaufe ; and his fame was fo quickly 
prope ated through the town, that the more efta- 

lifhed theatres of Drury-lane and Covent-garden 

were deferted. Thefe patentees, alarmed at the 
great deficiency in the receipts of their houfes, uni- 
ted their efforts to deftroy the new-raifed feat of the- 
atrical empire; in confequence of which, Garrick 
entered into an agreement with Fleetwood, for five 
hundred pounds a-year. The fame of our Englith 
Rofcius was now fo far extended, that an invitation 
from Ireland, offering very liberal terms, was tran{- 
mitted to him to a on the Dublin theatre. He 
accepted the invitation, and fucceeded beyond ima- 
gination: he was careffed by all ranks as a prodi 
of theatrical accomplifhments, and the play-houte 
was fo crowded daring the hot feafon of 1142, that a: 
contagious fever was produced, which was denomi- 
nated Garrick’s fever. ‘a 

No fooner did Garrick fet his foot upon the theatre, 
than the ridiculous mode of pompous {peaking and 
folemn gefture vanifhed. Having a found judgment, 
a proper tafte, and keen fenfibility, with a difcern- 
ment fo acute as to enable him to look into the in- 
moft receffes of the heart; an expreffive countenance ; 
an eye full of laftre; a fine ear ; a mufical and ar- 
ticulate voice, with uncommon power to modulate it 
toe tone of paffion, he rofe at once to the 
height oF his p on, and ay ea fympa- 
thifing’ fpeators pl fig and heroes were vat 


men, and ‘fpoke, tyoved, and felt, Jikespe relt of 
r 
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their fpecies. Other players imitated his eafy and 
natural manner to the great advantage pf theatrical 
reprefentation. ae 

This new ftyle of a&ting introduced a more correé 
tafte in writing. Inftead of the rant and fuftian 
which the old gp a delighted to mouth, Garrick 
anc his difciples, difplayed their bewitching ppwer of 
moving the paffions, chiefly in the pathetic and awful 
{cenes of Shakefpeare and Otway, to which they 
drew more general admiration. 

The genius of Garrick as an ator, was not con- 
fined to tragedy. In comedy he was equally excel- 
Jent; and his tafte, and his fituation as a manager, 
enabled him to rcftore feveral negle&ted pieces of 

reat merit. The comic mufe, however, was coy 
in beftowing her favours for a time. We had few 
new comedies of any merit till Hoadly produced the 
Sufpicious Hufband ; a piece which, whenever it is re- 

peated, continually affords frefh pleafure for the au- 
iene ; and Foote furnifhed thofeinimitable /Letchesof 
real life, which were fo long the delight of the town, 
and have jufily gained him the name of the Enghth 
Ariftophanes. At length Colman, in the Jealous 
Wife, and Clandeftine Marriage, united the humour of 
Plautus to the elegance of Terence, and our comedy 
appeared to be perfeé&ted. But a new fpecies of co- 
medy has fince been introduced; in which ludi- 


_crous and interefting circumftances are blended, and 


we 


Sage has not failed to take advantage, or that which 
is 


{cenes of humour interchanged with thofe of fenti- 
ment. Kelly’s Falfe Delicacy, and Cumberland’s 
Weft Indian, are.in this new tafte. 

Sheridan, in his School for Scandal, has obtained 
wniverfal approbation ; his characters are fo inimi- 
tably drawn, and the conftru&ion of the piece fo 
admirably contrived, that it will turmfh a fource of 
entertainment for pofterity. No dramatic perform. 
ance, it is fuppofed, has been fo frequently repre- 
fented, and to fuch crowded and applauding audi- 
ences. His other dramatic pieces have alfo been 
rapturoufly {poken of. 

olcroft, Allingham, Cobb, and Reynolds, have 
roduced fome dramatic pieces of merit. Holcroft’s 
oad to Ruin rather ihe and attacks the vices, 
tkan the frailties and frivolities of life. His dramatic 
produétions are eminently diftinguifhed by import- 
ant refleGtions, while he cannot be faid to be defli- 
tite of thofe lightes {cenes in which the fprig htlinefs 
of comedy fhould be maintained. 

Not to mention its cannexion with manners and 
literature, the fag has an intimate alliance with 

inting and mufic. Of this alliance the Englith 


erived from machinery ané archite&ture. Our 


whole {cenery is fuperioy to of any theatre in 
ancient, or codes toes, mux) as our theatrical 


#4 


wardrobe ; our ;dreffes being ,better adapted to the 
Baabirrabich the mei nt. 
was an effential part Of the dramatic enter- 
= 2 
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tainments of the ancients. In thofe of the moderns, 
it was long only an pecafional auxiliary. Our fit 
fuccefsful maufical piece, the celebrated Beggar’s 
ee of Gay , Is faid to have been written in ridi- 
cule of the Italian opera. This piece was brought 
upon the ftage in November 1727, and was received 
with greater applaufe than ever had been known 
Upon any occation: being a@ed in London fixty- 
three times without interruption, and renewed the 
next {eafon with aftonifling fuccefs. 

Gay adapted the words of his fongs to native tunes. 
Thefe tunes had all been heard by moft of the audi~ 
ence in carly life, when the mind was unacquainted 
with care ; in the fcenes of rural innocence, or the 
walks of mirth and frivolity, when the youthful heart 
beat high with ambitious hope, or repofed in the 
luxury of infantinc paffion ; while reafon was loft in 
dreams of ineffable delight, and fancy was fed with 
allufions of unalterable love. ‘Every tune recalled 
fome pleafing fenfation, or former happy fiate of 
mind, The effe& of the mufic was therefore magi- 
cal; and it would have been ftill greater, if the airs 
had been fung by perfons whom the audience could 
have refpeGted. But the Beggar’s Opcra had cer- 
tainly a very immoral tendency. It ferved to dignify 
the chara@er of a highwayman, and even to recon- 
cile the mind to fuch flagitious fcenes as ought ever 
to be held in diftant abhorrence. The author, by 
putting into the mouths of fuch infamous wretches 
not only the tuncs, but a parody upon the words of 
fome of our moft admired love-fonncts, threw a 
fironger ridicule upon genuine paffion and pure ten- 
dernefs than upon the Italian opera. 

When Handel quarrelled with the proprictors of 
the Opera-houfe, he brought on the Englith ftage a 
new fpccies of mufical drama, to which he gave the 
name of Oratoria, and in which he Speed all lis 
powers of combining harmony, to the delight and 
aftonifhment of the whole mufical world. But the 
Oratoria, which bas already ceafed to pleafe, has fe 
many radical defeéts, as a theatrical entertainment, 
that it never can meet with general approbation. It 
has fable and dialogue, but neither aétion, fcenery, 
nor charaéteriftical drefies. 

Dr. Arne, perceiving the imperfeétions of the 
Oratoria, attempted to infpire his countrymen with 
a tafte for the Serious Opera. With this view, he fet 
to excellent mufic, and mtroduced upoy the Englith 
ftage, a tranflation of the Artaxerxes of Metaftafio ; 
which was received with the moft enthufiaftic ap- 

laufe, and is {till numeroufly attended whenever it 
is performed. Yet no other ferieus opera has fince 
been tolerated. : 

This gentleman, who was the brother of Mrs. 
Cibber, the celebrated comedian, became fo em- 
nent in his profeffion, that,om the 6th of July 1759, 
he had the degree of DeGtor of Mufic conferred on 
him by the univerfity of Oxford. : 

uz 
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Our mufical comedy has’ inade greater progrels. 


It has been much refined and ‘improved, by the ex-: 
clufion of profligate manners, and by judicioufly in-: 


termixing fcenes of fentiment with thofe of humour ; 
as in Love in a Village by Bickeritaff, the Du- 
enna, by Sheridan, and fome other pieces of a 
fimilar kind, which have been very favourably re- 


-ceived. ven thefe, however, appear to be on the. 


‘decline. Many of our Comic Operas are already 
transformed into aftet-pieces, and as fuch they will 
alwavs pleale. 

Sterne, a fentimental and eccentric writer, has 
many admirers. Home, commonly called Lord 
Kaimes, has merit as a critic, and a metaphyfician. 
We may alfo notice Harris, the analytical phylolo- 
pil ; and the carl of Chefterfield, whofe letters were 

ighly approved on their‘firft publication, and are 
ftill held in fome eftimation. We carmot pafs over 
fir William Jones, the fuccefsful cultivator of orien- 
tal learning ; nor the celebrated Burke, the invetti- 
gator of the fublime and beautiful. 

The advances of the other arts confidered as ele- 
gant, in England, during the laft century, open 
an extenfive field for invettigation. The improve- 
ments in manufactures and the mechanical arts, have 
exceeded imagination. The t perfeGion to 
which the printing of linen got cottan cloths has 
been carried, furpaffes in beauty thofe of India; and 
paper for the lining of rooms, has been taught to 
imitate velvet and fattin, and even to rival tapeftry. 
‘The tafte and fancy difplayed in the patterns of our 
figured filks ; and our carpets, which vie with thofe 
of Perfia in fabric, equal them in luftre, and exceed 
them in harmony of colours. : 

At the beginning of the laft century our fepulchral 
monuments were mere mafonry, and executed in a 
wretched tafte. The excellent carvings of Gibbons 
in wood excepted, we had properly no feulpture. 
Kneller, our only painter of any eminence, was a 
foreigner, and principally emploved on portraits. 
His great patron in England was Charles II, but af- 
ter the death of that monarch, he was well reccived 
by king James and his queen, and conttantly em- 
ployed by them till the revolution. He was gentle- 
man of the privy chamiber to king William, to queen 
Anne, cad eae George the Firft, who created him 
a baronet. 


Ryfbrach, Scheemaker, and Roubiliac, who have. 


decorated Weftminfter-Abbey with many fculptured 
monuments worthy of ancient Greece, were alfo fo- 
reigners. We were more fortunate in native archi- 
tes 


Inigo Jones, was a celebrated Englith archite&. 
His abilities in all human fciences, furpaffed molt of 
his paper, test He found @ fucceffor not un- 
worthy of himfelfin fir Chriftopher Wren, 
immortal by the plan of S&t. Paul's, St. Stephen's, 


Walbrook, that of the Monument, and St. Mary- 
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le-Bow; and exclufive of his other great défi gigas 
of that of Greenwich Hofpital, or the additions ‘to 
the palace of Hampton Court. 

Lord ‘Burlington was a liberal patron and profef- 
for of the arts. Kent is entitled to a, diftinguifhed 
rank 4mong modern architeéts by his plan of Holk- 
ham, the feat of the earl of Leicefter in Norfolk, and 
his temple of Venus in Stowe Gardens. But Kent 
has been greatly furpaffed, in architefture, by fir 
Willam Chambers, Wyat,! Adam, and others, who 
have adorned the capital, and every part of the king- 
dom with edifices in the pureft tafte of antiquity ; 
who have united elegance with conveniency, and 
lightnefs with folidity. } 

Sir William’s name, ‘as an. eminent architect, will 
be tranfinitted to pofterit} as the builder of that great 
national ornament Somerfet-place. That fuperb 
firuéture was begun in 1776, and inhabited in 1785. 
Sir William wrote an excellent treatife on Civil Ar- 
chiteG@ture, and a differtation on Oriental Garden- 
ing. Robert Adam, on his return from Italy, in 
1762, was appointed architef to-his majelty. He 
produced a total change in the archite@ure of this 
country: and his fertile genius in clegant ornament, 
was not confined to the qTacoretion of buildings, but 
has been diffufed to almoft every branch of manu- 
fa@ture. To the laft daft day of his life, which ter- 
minated March 3, 1792, he difplayed increafing vi- 
gour of genius, and refinement of tafte. 

We have at prefent fome eminent native flatuaries, 
But Bacon and Nollikens have not yet produced any 
thing equal to the Hercules of Ryfbrach, Schee- 
maker's Shakefpeare, or the Handel and Newton’ 6f 
Roubiliac. ee 

Hogarth may be faid to have formed a’ hew 
fchool. Above the Flemifh comic painters, who 
fervilely copy low life, or debafc it into farce, and 
below the beft Italian mafters, who gencrally draw 
exalted chara@ers, and elevate human nature. He 
delineates, like F ielding and Smollett, the ludicrous 
features of wtddling life; with as much truth and 
force as either, and with a more dire& view toa mo- 
ral purpofe. But Hogarth was unacquainted wth 
the elegance of defign, the delicacy of drawing, ‘or~ 
the magic of colours. Thefe were refefved for En- 
glith painters of a higher order; as fir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds, Weft, Copley, Gainfbotough, Wilfon, and 
Mortimer. If thefe, and other artifts which might 
be enumerated, have not attained: al! the force 
of colouring, truth of drawing, and ftrength of 
expreffion, to be found in the greateft Italian 
mafters, they have made ample amends by the judi- 
cious choice of their fubjeéts. Inftead of crucifix. 
ions, flagellations, laft fuppers, and Hol families, 
they have given feeond life'to heroes‘and legiflators. 
They have made public girtue yifible in fore of its 
moft meritorious ate? ™taey hase'painted as beopedg 
the fons of freedom. - “nee 


~ 
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arth, howdver, thought himfelf capital ia the 
sear waike, and that be bad nota fupetior in por- 
trait,printing ; as the following aneedote will fhew. 
Being in company with the great Chefe'den, and 
feveral other centlemen, he was informed thaf Mr. 
John Freke, furgeon of St. Bartholomew's Hofpital, 
had aff that Greene was as eminent in compofi- 
tion as Handel: * That fellow, Freke,” replied 
Hogarth, “is al fhooting his bolt abfurdly 
‘one way or another. Handel is a giant in 
‘¢ mufic; Greene only a light Florimel kind of 
¢* compofer.” ‘ Ay,” fays our author's informant, 
‘‘ but at the fame time Mr. Freke declared you 
‘¢ were as good @ portrait painter as Vandyck.”— 
‘‘ There his aflertion was right,” replied Hogarth, 
«< for by heaven I am : give me my time, and let me 
«¢ choole my fubje&.”—His Sigifmunda, an attem 
at the fublime, was geoerally confidered, by artitts 
of tafte, as ® very indifferent performance, though 
much admired by himfelf. 
Engraving, of which painting may be faid to be 
the prototype, has not made le(s progrefs in Eng- 
land during the departed century, than the perent 
art. Its reprefentations, if lefs perfe& than thofe of 
the pencil, are more compaé and durable. We have 
excellent prints of all our capital paintings, and 
many of thofe of the greateft Italian maficrs. At the 
of our native improvers of this elegant and in- 
genious art, we muf ever place Strange, Woollet, 
erin Heath, Warren, &c. Bartolozzi, 


though long refident in England, was an Italian by 
bith: his engravings have infinite merit. 


Gardening was almoft unknown to the an- 
cients ; for ‘this art we are indebted to the tafte 
and genius of Kent, who was not only emi- 
nent 9s a builder, but had exquifite tafte in 
hortulane decorations. He taught us to imitate na- 
ture, or to a& upon her plan, in forming our plea- 
fure-grounds, initead of imprefling upon every na- 
tural objeét the harfh and unnatural ftamp of art; 
he taught us, that the perfe&tion of gardening, con- 
fifts in humouring and adorning, not in conftraining 
or difguifing nature; and that ftraight walks, regu- 
hr parterres, circular and fquare pieces of water, 
and trees cut in the fhape of animals, are utterly in- 
confiftent with true tafte. The aia fecret 2 a 
dern gardening, confifts fa making proper ule 0 
saison | Hoi ; wood and water, bili and valley, in 
conjunétion with archito@ure ; fo as to give beauty 
sod variety to the embellifhed ground, and judi- 
cioufly veiling and expofing the {urrounding coun- 
try: in contrafting the luxuriant meadow with the 
barren heath, the verdant pt with the rugged 
fteep, the fylvan temple with the rained tower ; the 


meandering. rill with the majeftic river, and the 
fmoorh Surksce of the 
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The man who firft threw down the garden-wall 
and fuk the foffe, may be truly faid Shave brake 
the fpell which enabled art to confine the fair dam- 
fel nature fo long in chains, and to have made the 
terraqueous globe but one great garden. From that 
moment, beauty began to connett itfelf with utility 
and grandeur with ruftic labour ; the pleafure-ground 
with the paftured and cultivated field, the pravel- 
walk with the public road, and the garden-lake with 
the navigable canal and the fea ; that glorious foun- 
tain of pula communication among men, which 
enables the philofopher, the merchant, and the ma- 
Finer, to vilit cvery fhore, and makes all things com- 
mon to all. 

While our countrymen were thus fuccefsfully em- 
ployed in extending the circle of the arts, and in 
embellifhing external nature, fcience was not negleé- 
ed: they were not inattentive to the motions of the 
heavens, or the operation of the human mind. Hal- 
ley, by his aftronomical difcoveries, greatly improved 
the art of navigation, illuftrated the theory of the 
tides, and increafed the catalocue of the ftars ; while 
Maclaurin made great progres in algebra, and Gre- 
gory reduced aftronomy to a regular fyftem. In the 
aitronomical and mathematical departments, Kcill 
and Bradley were diftinguifhed, and Robins acquired 
a confiderable degree of fame. Smith excelled in 
optics, and Hales was a general philofopher. More 
improvements have been made in other {cienccs, 
with which Newton was little acquainted. The ve- 
getable fyftem of Tull bas led to the greateft im- 
provements in agriculture ; and the bold difcoverics 
of Franklin, in cle&ricity, may be confidcred as 
having given birth to a new fcience. The benefi- 
cial effects of eleétricity in many medival cafes, and 
the invention of metallic condu&ors, by which build- 
ings and fhips are preferved from the deftruive 
force of lightning, entitle it to notice, fhould it even 
otherwife dilsppoie the hopes of its fond admirers. 

Among the diftinguifhed divines of this period 
were, Smalridge, Atterbury, and Hoadley. Hare 
was a ref{pectable claflical critic; and Sherlock a 
{kilful difputant. Gibfon exercifed his pen on ecclefi- 
aitical fubjeéts, and philology. Butler fhone as alcarn- 
ed advocate of pure religion. Warburton, Lowth, and 
Hurd were celebrated, Among thofe of inferior rank 
we may fele& Middleton, the elegant author of the 
life of Cicero; Derbam, the phytico-theologift, and 
Jortin, Kennicott, the two Whartons, Balquy, 
Peckard, &c. Among the diffenters, Leland, Watts, 
Fofter, Chandler, Doddridge, and Lardner. 

The celebrated lawyers, during the period under 
review, were Raymond, Gilbert, Talbot, Yorke, 
(afterwards earl of Hardwicke) Murray, Pratt, Dun- 
ning, Thurlow,’‘Wedderburne, and Scott, who 
were alfo exalted tothe peerage. Sir William Black- 
fone acquired great reputation by his excellent 
Commentaries on the Laws by England. 

I 


Among 


ied 


1: Among thele celebrated charafters, fome are inore 
‘particularly entitled to our potiée, Yorke, after- 
_wardeeatlof Hardwicke,and high chaneellor of 

England, was one ofthe ableft and moft immaculate 

lawyers of the age hedived in. He was bern in 1690, 

“aad. died in £764. $0 equitable were his decrees, 

‘that in the courle of twenty years, during which 
‘period he held the feals, few appeals were made 

m them; and it js faid that none. of them were 
reverfed. His fon, the hon. Yorke, who 

. was born in 1722, efied uncommon talents, and 
was appointed lord chancellor in the room <f lord 

‘Camden, in 1770. Some mifunderttending beving 
taken place between him and a certain ‘party, re- 
fpe@ting is acceptance of the feals at that period, 
anc harfh expreflions were ufed, iptimating that:he 
had forfeited his word ; irritated at the fmppeactt- 
ment of his honour, he isacoufed of having eaufed or 
accelerated his own diffolution. It is certain, however, 
that he died fuddenly, while a patent of peerage 
was preparing for him by the title of lord Morden. 
That he was a profound and elegant fcholar, is ma- 
nifett from the few poems he left, and the contribu- 
tions he furnifhed to thofe claffical produétions 
known by the title of the Athenian Letters, publith- 
ed in 1798. 

Murray, afterwards earl of Mansfield, fhone with 
radiant luftre at the Chancery bar,,and as Chief Juf- 
tice in the Kings Bench. He was born in 1705, and 
died in 1793. In 1756 he was elevated to that ho- 
nourable fituation, which he filled for upwards of 
thirty years with unrivalled fplendour and reputa- 
tion. ‘Asa lawyer he was held in the higheft eftima- 
tion, and as a legiflator he fo eminently ‘itinguithed 
himielf on commercial fubje&s, that his memory 
aouft ever be revered for the many mercantile’re- 
gulations which he fuggefted and matured. His li- 
terary knowledge was cxtenfive, aud he has ever been 
celebrated for his eloquence, as well at the bar and 
on the bench, as in the grand affembly of the pecrs. 
He has been accufed, however, of having hewn 
fome degree of partiality between the fovercign and 

the fubje&, to the difadvantage of the latter ; this 

we cannot affert, or deny ; but in all cafes refpe&ting 
merc individuals, where government and were 
out of the queftion, he endeavoured to haid an even 
.balance, and was uniformly equitable and juft. His 
ivate life was irreproachable, and he given 
‘many proofs of difinterefted condu@. It is well 
kaown that he thrice refufed the office of lord high 
chancellor, and never accepted of any or emo- 
lument from the king, either for bimleif or for any 
of his dependants. Though he fuffered cpa 
during.the dreadful riots in ea end, tagelb 
in Bloomébury-(quare burned to 
with his yplusble library, menulcripts, 


a) 


iuportantggicéts, he rofuled to recelre say kind of -<fhice Scam 
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stugpénfation from the public. His private fortune 
was nat very con: le, but he abquired great 
wealth by his profeffional talents, which he improved 


greatly by lending his money upon Irth fecurit 
which, though freehold, sedesed a legal ribet 
fix per cent. Had he purcha/ed land with it in Eng- 
ried alas not have produced more than half that 
intereft, 

, Pratt alfo greatly diftinguifhed himfelf as a law 
and a ftatefman. Lea. bord in 1713, and died in 
1794, After a learned education, ‘he applied himfelf 
to the lnw with fuch effe&, that he became one of 
the moft emineut.and fucceisful pleaders at the bar, 
da 1758, he was appointed attordey-general ; in 
1162 called t6 the degren of ferjeant.at law, appoint- 
ed chief juftice of the Common Pleas, and received 
the bonour of knighthood. . Hislordthip prefided in 
that court with a dignity, jeftice, and impartiality 


which never had been exceeded by any--of his prede- 
ceffors. When Mr. Wilkes a ; A dled and 
committed to the Tower, on an illegal general war- 


rant, his lordthip, with the intrepidity of a Britith 
magiftrate, and the honeft fortitude of an Englith- 
man, granted him a habeas corpus ; and ont his being 
brought before the court of Common Pleas, ngb 
difcharged him from his confinement in the tower, oh 
the 6th of May, 1763, in terms which did him the 
higheft honour. He declared, in an eloquent 
fpeech of upwards of two hours duration, on the 
rft decifion of the fuit againft the meflengers who 
arrefted Mr. Wilkes, that, “ It was the unanimous 
‘¢ opinion of the whole court, thut general warrants, 
“except in cafes of high treafon, were illegal, 
“* oppreffive, .and unwarrantable.” His {fyirited 
and upright condu& on this occafien, fo inte- 
refting to every genuine Briton, together with the 
confequent judicial proceedings refpe&ing the 
printers of the North Briton, the meffengers, and 
others, was exceadingly gratifying te the nation 
in general: and the city of London, im - parti- 
cular, prefented him the freedom of their corpora- 
tion in a gold box, and caufed his piéture to be ¢x- 
hibited in Guildball, with an apprepriate infctip._. 
tion, The corporations of Dubha, Bath, Exeter, 
and Norwich followed their laudable example. ‘On 
the 16th of July, 1765, this traly patriotic jdtige 
was created a ‘gaielag Great Britain, by the title of 
lord Camdea, baron Camden im the:county of Kent, 
and July 30, 1766, he was appointed dord high chet. 
cellor of Great Britain. His condad& in thie high office 
attraGted theefteam ofall persies ybat when thotexation 
of Asscrica was agitating, he declared his difapproha- 
tion of fach a meafare, and-ftrongly it: in 


e 


confidesation ef which he wascemoved from his ftt- 







obated prefiibent’ af the 
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pemnained in it till “his déath wluch Happened on the 
Asth of Apri 1794. 

Dunva, haat ba the title of lord AfhBur- 
ton, was & wetyieeicbrated and emmunt p cider, 
Bis rife was extremely repaid, aod hardly a trial then 
occured isthe court of King’s Bench in which he was 
not employed, as counk] either for the plaints or 
defendant. His indefatiwable zeal for the intercft of 
his clents qvas cqual te ins abilitie.; and Lven 
where be had received but trifling fees tor his 
jabear, he was mever hnown to br iefs artlaons 
than whén he had been amply camp: , ated 
for his exertions. On his retiring from the bar, 
he was appointed chancelior of the duchy of Lancal- 
tir, and created a peer by the tide of Lord Aih- 
buaton. 

Blackfione, another lummary of the law, was 
born in 1793, and died in 180. He was placer in 
the Charter-houfe fehool m 790, andi 175 ad- 
mitted upon the foundation m that iminay. In 
November 1738 he was entered a commoner of 
Pembroke college, Oxford, and elected by tle go- 
vernors to ope of tue charter houfe exbubitions. At 
the age of twenty he wrote a treatrfe which he ue- 
nonunated Elements of Ai chite&ure,a work potlefling 
ec afiderable merit m the opmior. of thote wo were 
thought competent judges. Glurting, however, his 
favourite purfuit, he engaged iu we f eres tues 
of the law, and was entered inthe Middle Temple in 
November 3740 In November 174°, hie was erert- 
ew into All-fonl’s ( allege. and if 1714 ipoke th an- 
nual cominemoration ipeech, and wes adnutted ac- 
tual fellow, bron: that period be di ide d bis time 
between the univerfty and the temile, In June 
1745, be commenced sbachelon of law andin Ne 
vember 1746, was called 10 the bar. In 1744 he was 
eleéted Recorder of Wallingford, in Berkfnre. April 
(750, he became Doétor ot. Laws and pibithed hi. 
bilay on Collarenat ¢ ouanguimty, relauve to the 
exclufiye vlasms to fellowthips made by the founder's 
hundred at All-foul’s, Finding the profits «f his pio 
{effion inadequate to the sxpence, be retired to Ins 


* Dr. Asbutlnet was celebrated a. a wit, as well aaa 
phyician, and was the fun uf at. epift opal clergyman in 
scotland, On his coming to Lundon, }» bral sant salents 
introduced him, by degrees unte pratli e. and he ber awe 
cminent in his profellign, Being at Epfom when pance 
George of Denmark was fuddenly taken ul, he Was call. 
ed in to his fiiftance, "His advice was fuccustul, ard, 
las highnefs recovery, always eaiployed him alters eds 
as his phyfictan Hig gentle manners atal prite lean- 
ing, brought him inted eith the celebret.d wit of 
the ume, Pope, Swift, Gay, and Parnell. In 1727 he 

ublithed Tuwhies of Aincient Comms Weights, aad Mca- 
ee in Quarto: in 17.8%) Ay Edfay concerning the Ne- 


ture of Aliments, and ¢, 4? -hosce of thepys which was 
fo". ed by The Exetts' eo a WR» 
appari. tee the!) treated) tre con- 
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fellowhhip in 1763, stil continmng to peatife as ry 
prot ineial counfel. On th 20th ei ORMober in the 
lume year, he was unanimovily cleétad Vinerian 
feffor uf the caremon law; and on the 235th, reid as 
imtrotuétory leGure, finee pic fixed to ins Comm 
taries In Michacimas term, 1750, having previoutt 
purchated chambers in the temple, be relumed hte 
attendance at Weftminfter, fill contmuine to give 
his le@ure at Oxford. He afterwards. married 
Sarah, the daughter of James Chuberow. Liq with 
whom he livid near mneteen years, vid had feven 
Clnidhe aby der. Hts followthip of AH-Souls being nw 
vecant, he wa, in 1731. appointed by the Chan. 
cchor or the Louverfity ormeipal of New Tal tn 
1762, he collected and a publthed feveral of hu 
Pueces under the tile ot Loew Lraeds, in 2 vols. ote. 
ve, Tn 05, he was appointed: faln itor-geaeial to 
the qneeo, aba a heucher of the Middle Temple. 
Ti Now whey Ving, he pubhiped the trl volume of 
Ins Loctaies an ity ttle of Commentares on the 
Lewsot ou faut, andin the ton preceding years 
tu ctier tice rcluaes Tn Moy 1770, he bevarhe 
a upion ad + ins court of King’s Bench, and the 
toliow or oath was reniescd to the Comi on Pleas 
Oo this womoton he revened the iecordentip of 
Walbugticr {, arf has ag vow obtained the fanrmit 
Phe withessh renced -ontantlym Loudor Wheb 
not employed im the mumediee duties of bis pro- 
tt flion, ne was alwass veeupied m {6me projed of 
general wt lite tl tue the uf bis death, His Com- 
Mentaries are upyyevics 4 adaned. 
In che oelical nrotcibon, Arbut}not *, was aman 
of learning and esxperneve 5 and to Mead p, great 
ment was uerbed. perhaps nore tlan he was en- 
titled tg, | Prinew and Himter, both natives of Seot- 
jand, practiied +. fncinnd vite -reat reputation : 
tLe latter «a borp in 1719, aud died in 1783, The 
moftipi« if of ue Hunter « medical pubbeations 
* the Anatout ef the Human Grevid Uterus Bits 
Anatomica iit. “um was the completeft oi all the 
private one-in Enrope. wv ' 35 collefMed at the ex- 
pence o1 upwards of trenty thot and pounds. John 
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fideration of his own cafe, an afthma, which icrminated 
his hie an £730. 

; Dr. Mead, for almeft Lali a century, was fuppofed 
tu be at the head of Lis profedhon. The clergy, and all 
eminent literary men, we c welcome to hu advice: hi. 
doos were open every me ning to ihe indigent, te whom 
he alfu ter aeutly afforded yocu uary afhMance. Tu bim 
the feyera gopn ies of La gloat and moft of ure colores 
abroa!, apphed tor the ’ wice of their phyficians No 
foreig er cf tearing, taile, or curtofity, ever came to 
Eng! wd without bese intra luced to Dr. Mead ; and he 
was fic qucatly contuled by the phyiicians of the couti- 
nent. He wa. borni 1.73, and died in 17454 His 
works w reculleaed ano publifhed in one volun. cuarin. 
Phofe or why at fs m dt< celebrated, are on Petulential 
Coitez n, and or Porfors, 


y ss Hunter 
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Hunter was bem in 1725, aud died: in 1793. 
He was confidexed by the mot eminent judges as 
the firit fargeon in the world, both in theory, and 
pra&ice., Fi 

Haxham was emincnt a3 a phyfician, and Heber- 
den and Baker acquired rity ‘Monro was an 
eminent phyfician and anatomit His Offeology is 
avery capital work, and has been tranflated into 
feveral lau es, Chetclden, Pott, Nouryfe, and 
Sharpe were ail celebrated in the chirurgical art. 
Pyelly, the Socinian mimfer, made fome difcove- 
ries in cbemiftry. Chemifiry. was alfo ttudied, with 
philofophical views, by Watton, whu endeavoured to 
promote this purfuit at Cam . 

Among the fucceifors af Locke, Hume is entitled 
to the firit place. Not becaufe his metaphyfical in- 
quiries are more acute than thofe of , Baa- 
ter, Hartley, or ps of Reid; but becaufe his 
difcevencs, like of bis great mafter, have a 
more intimate relation to homan affaics—-arc of un'- 
verfal application in feience, and clofely conneéted 
with the leading principles of the arts. 

Mr. Hume was happy in illuftrating his meta- 
he was fill more iuccefful in 
Has moral, political, and litera 
cellent models of philoiopaical invefts- 

perfe@ly logical, w.thout the logical 
okt he unites the plain perfp:cuity of Locke to 


the etie:precifion of Wollalton, and the analy- 
Geal accuracy of Harris, But this great man, w 

bas carried human reafoning to the utmoft point of 

eGion, has ie BI by {ceptical doubts, to 

wertainty of ali reatonig, acd # under- 

mine the foundation of both natural and revealed rv- 
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church, entered into » bold 
lime myferies of Chriftuanit the advocates-df. 
each fe& keenly cenfared of afl whe pre. . 
finned to differ from thenvien! any particuke pout, ‘ 
Numberlefs difputes pu imperuonlly agitated 

e to the rational 


‘5 sagt, 
iJ 
ehtioats ob ceili. 


about doétriaes af no 
Chriflian. z 

But this pious warfare cauld not keep alive the fer. 
vour of zeal, either in the thurch or among the dif. 
fenters in a fiate of unlignited liberty of cenfcipuce « 
A ae moderation began to prevail, and ne 
enlightened feétaries fi ready to join the drier. 
archy; when certain fiery fpirits, thocked at {uch 
lukewarmnefs, and pavting for the crowg of mar. 
tyrdom, wave birth tene-v feGts of a warmer con. 
plexion, and obliged the heads of the old to-enforce 
their particular tenets, ko-pirevent the utter defartion 
of their followers. Whitfield end Wefllev in Eng. 
Jand, and the two Erfkincs in Scotland, rekindled in 
ali its ardour the fume of enthufiafm, which raged 
for a time with dasgling bri fa, in {nte of the 
utmok efforts of regjon and ridicule. w 

The {pirit of injdelity kept pace with that of en- 
thufiafty. While pany of the wilder foftaries boaft- 
ed of divine dlumipations, and m ther ravings pre- 
tended to prephevy, fone mon of {ceptical princi- 
ples endesvoured to.bring into /i/picion, and even 
1a deftroy the :rredibiity of ail prophecy ; while 
others queftiontd the qutheaticsty of the Jacred books, 
both hiftoncal @nd prophetical. At the head of 


Spt kn 
nn sable 
bury and Beil : 


eS 
‘Tindal déaied the necefity of the Go/pel ; Fume 







igion. in his Effay pn Miracles, ttrack dive@ly at its foun- 
Me bon is confidered by many as the moff elegant dulea, hy seach to thew that no Awmnan teffi- 
and mafterly hiftorian of the age, and greatly ex- | mony ts ient to offablif the reality of a nuracie, 
Robertfon and Stuart in eraditiou, But he | His eflavaeranery fironely tin@ured with infidelity, 
has bége jufily centured for having degraded the dig- | «* sat thtie and other ruise aruicks beve onty ferved 
nity of hy by ar; excels of iu re aig pore faguly to eftablith trae re‘igion, while they have 
and theagh his fatementa ar° ef, he har en a fyrese check to enthafiafm. They have led 
been accafed of, ccuaboual mifreprefentation. On | divines tp qxeniine minutely into the proois of Ro- 
‘the Pbie& of Che'itianity, be has iJulged much !a- | velaticg, dud made them fenfible of the propricty of 
tisade, whic fas! vasied hin a great number of op~ tediany ‘taore -rationdity tho sayftenes in the 
poents, ‘The grester part of his huflory was writ- | Cixihign tem, The debating doftrine of mater}. 
ten at Jgnfantm in Switzerland. He died January racehy ween . » 8s alt ely 
16, 1794. , ' : . ROGER 12 uman charaétes’, or endcari 
eg plea was — in raph se ifs be ba cates the 
confequence of the tion, gave to great luni’ thot | ‘Of hig. exi ; 
freedom of difcnfion retatéve to ‘religious matters. | aged dayprave, ifeelt of tah Ag in progreftr 
The crowd of fettaries, no longer bh ther by | betta tan meper f Wd Hatare,, 9 cheerful, ox 
the gommon bend of perfecation, 5 by en Mebabeaiidientisg, “, 0. & 
fear from unveilug the fnppoled errors’ oft Pee go iy aie la 
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